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INTRODUCTION. 


? 


1  HE  Correspondence,  of  which  the  following 
Letters  make  a  part,  was  intercepted  at  diflferent 
periods,  by  the  Turkish  and  English  ships  of  wan 
It  c6nsists  of  Official  and  Private  Letters,  whose 
contents,  perhaps,  like  those  of  a  thousand  others, 
which  have,  at  various  times,  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  our  cruizers,  would  have  remained  a  secret  to  all 
but  Government,  had  not  the  French,  by  holding 
out,  first,  a  false  account  of  the  motive  of  this  ^ 
famous  Expedition,  and  then,  by  spreading  the  most 
absurd  and  exaggerated  accounts  of  its  success; 
rendered  it  necessary  to  undeceive  Europe,  (still 
trembling  at  the  tale),-  by  proving  from  their  own 
statements,  that  what  began  in  wickedness  and 
fraud,  was  likely  to  terminate  in  wretchedness  and 
despair. 

The  Publication  being  thus  determined  upon, 
the  next  step  was  to  make  such  a  selection  firom 
the  voluminous  Correspondence  in  the  hands  of 
Government,  as,  without  gratifying  an  idle  curio- 
sity, or  indulging  a  prurient  inclination  for  scanda- 
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11  INTRODUCTION. 

and  intrigue,  should  yet  leave  nothing  to  be  desired 
with  respect  to  the  real  situation  of  the  Army  in 
Egpyt;  its  views  and  successes,  its  miseries  and  dis- 
appointments. For  this  purpose,  every  thing  that 
was  not  illustrative  of  one  or  other  of  those  objects 
was  suppressed:  all  private  Letters,  unless  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  end  in  view,  were  pass- 
ed over;  and  even  those  of  Bonaparte  (which  have 
been  so  shamefully  misrepresented,  and  commented 
upon* by  those  fervid  champions  of  decency,  the 
Opposition  Writers*),  though  not  strictly  and  ab- 

*  The  following  paragraphs  arc  taken  from  the  Morning 
CbromcU*  We  might  have  produced  a  hundred  more  of  th« 
same  kind,  but  these  we  think  will  be  sufficient  to  convince 
the  reader,  of  the  •'  superior  delicacy"  of  that  paper.  When 
he  has  considered  them  well,  he  will  not  be  disinclined,  per- 
haps, to  felicitate  the  French  ladiesj  On  the  letters  of  their 
%lovers  and  friends  having  luckily  escaped  such  "  delicate/' 
and  honourable  hands  ! 

"  It  is  not  very  creditable  to  the  generosity  of  Office,  thajt 
the  private  letters  from  Bonaparte  and  his  Army  to  their 
friends  in  France,  which  were  intercepted,  should  be  pub- 
lished. It  derogates  from  the  character  of  a  natit^ti  ta  de- 
scend to  such  gossiping.  One  of  these  letters  is  from  Bona* 
parte  to  his  Brother,  complaining  of  the  {Profligacy  of  hi^ 
wife ;  another  from  young  Beauharnois,  expressing  his  hopes 
that  his  dear  Mamma  is  not  so  wicked  as  she  is  represented ! 
Such  are  the  precious  secrets  which,  to  breed  mischief  in 
private  families,  is  to  be  published  ih  French  and  English  I" 

«  After  the  public  have  been  so  lon^  agitated  with  anxiety 
and  speculation  respecting  Bonaparte  and  bis  Expedition, 
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solutdy  private,  yet  contaiinng  nothing  that  could 
materially  interest  or  inform  the  public,  were  laid 
aside  with  the  rest  We  trust  that  we  have  not 
admitted  any  thing  that  can  raise  a  blush  on  the 
cheek  of  our  readers,  either  for  themselves  or  for 
us. 

We  might  here  close  Our  Introduction,  but  as 
die  Egyptian  Expedition  has  awafkened  curiosity, 
and  been  the  theme  of  much  wonder,  and  applause, 
and  error,  and  miirepreseniatioh ;  we  do  not  think 
we  sfaali  render  an  unacceptable  service  to  the 
reader,  by  enlarging  a  little  on  the  subject. 

The  French  have  long  turned  their  eyes  towards  • 
Egypt.  The  sanguine  disposition  of  their  Consuls 
in  the  Levant,  had  ministered  with  admirable  effect, 
to  the  credulity,  and  avarice,  and  ambition,  of  this 
'  resdess  nadon,  by  assuring  them  that  Egypt  was  the 
Paradise  of  the  East,  the  key  of  the  treasures  of  the 
Indies;  easy  to  bis  seized,  and  still  more  easy  to 

tbey  dofo  at  length  to  be  grstified  with  the  scandal  and  in« 
trigue  of  which  the  private  Letters  from  the  General  and  his 
Officer?  are  full."  .  [^w.  25. 

^^Tt\e  private  coTTCspotidcncc  of  Bonaparte's  Officers,  is  a 
cttriout  $pecunen  of  public  intelligence.'  It  reminds  us  of 
the  weak  and  impolitic  Ministry  who  persecuted  Wr Lit  bs. 
When  their  fbnd  of  malice  was  neatly  e:tfhatMted,  they  j^yiv 
out  that  he  had  written  an  indecent  pom^  which  certohily . 
has  as  much  to  do  with  the  <\Mt%tLonpf  gentTalvarnmiif  •»• 
Madatne  Bonaparte's  chastity  has  to  do  with  her  husband't 
Expedidon  through  Egypt!*'  (kov.26/ 
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IV  INTRODUCTION/ 

be  kept !  There  was  not  a  Frenchman  under  the 
old  regimen^  who  was  not  fully  persuaded  of  the 
truth  of  all  this ;  ^nd  certainly  they  have  lost  no- 
thing of  thdr  ambidon^  their  avarice^  and  their  cre- 
dulity, under  the  new. 

What  plans  the  Monarchy  might  have  devised 
for  gaining  possession  of  this  ^^  Paradise,' - -we  know 
not.  It  could  not  hope  to  eflFect  it  by  fprce. — But 
the  present  rulers  of  France,  who  have  trampled  on 
the  powers  of  the  Continent  too  long,  and  with  too 
much  impunity,  to  think  it  necessary  to  manage 
them  now,  .could  have  no  apprehensions  of  resist- 
ance  to  their  measures,  and  were  not  likely  to  be 
'  scrupulous  in  the  choice  of  means,  to  effect  what- 
ever purpose  they  had  in  view* 

Egypt,  however,  though  said  and  believed  to 
be  a  rich  country,  promised  no  immediate  supplies 
of  plunder ;  and  the  project  for  seizing  it  would 
still  have  remained  in  the  port*foIio  of  Citizen 
Talleyrand,  had  not  a  circumstance  happened  that 
made  its  speedy  adoption  a  measure  of  necessity. 

Every  one  knows  that  the  Directory  long  since 
engaged  to  make  a  free  gift  to  the  army,  of  a  thou- 
sand million  livres,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  general 
peace.  This  engagbonent,  like  many  other$,it  seemed 
to  have  forgotten ;  till  the  necessity  of  attaching  the 
troops  to  their  interests,  and  thus  enabling  them  to 
perfect  die  Revolution  ofthe'iSdi  Fructidor,  made 
if  necessary  for  the  Triumvirate  to  renew  their  pro- 
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INTRODUCTION.  V 

misc,  and  to  revive  the  languid  expectations  of  the 
araiy. 

None  contributed  more  to  the  success  of  this 
fatal  day  than  the  army  of  Italy,  which,  to  the 
eternal  disgrace  of  Bonaparte,  was  permitted  to 
overawe  the  councils,  and  to  assume  to  itself  the 
whole  power  of  the  sute. 

Such  a  service  could  not  be  overlooked :  their 
claim  to  a  portion  of  the  milliard  became  doubly 
valid,  and  as  the  war  in  Italy  was  now  supposed  to 
be  at  an  end,  thousands  of  them  returned  to  France 
lo  claim  it. 

Here  began  the  difficulties  of  the  Directory. 
They  had  no  money  to  give;  but  it  was  not  expe- 
dient to  confess  it :  and  the  expedition  to  Egypt 
was,  therefore,  brou^t  forward,  as  an  excellent 
expedient  for  quieting  the  present  clamour>  and 
providing  for  forty  thousand  veteran  troops,  inured 
to  plunder,  and  in>patient  of  controul ;  who  were 
too  sensible  of  their  merits,  to  be  quiedy  laid  aside; 
and  too  urgent  in  their  demands,  to  be  cajoled 
widi  empty  promises. 

Hence  arose  the  expedition  to  Egypt.  The 
plunder  of  the  Venitiati  docks  and  arsenals,  bad 
fortunately  furnished  them  with  a  vast  quantity  of 
naval  stores,  and  widi  seVeral  ships  of  the  line, 
frigates,  &c.  With  the  former,  tb^  fitted  out  the 
vessels  in  the  port  of  Toulon ;  and  they  collected 
transports  from  every  quarter.   While  these  prepa* 
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VI  INTRODUCTIOK* 

rations  wore  going  on»  tha  cupidity  and  ardqur  of 
the  troops  were  artfully  inflamed  by  ambigmous 
bints  of  an  expedition,  that  wais  to  ec1i))se»  in  iname- 
diatc  advantages,  the  boasted  conquests  of  Corter? 
and  Pizarro. 

To  pf omoie  the  farce  (for  swh  we  aw.persij^ded 
it  was),  artists  of  all  kinds,  .chymists,  bota«i9t£> mem- 
bers of  the  pyro-technica)  scko9)  in  prodigbus 
numbers,  and  we  know  not  what  quantities  of  people 
calling  themselves  Savans^  were  colkcted  from 
every  part  of  France,  and  driven  to  Toulwi  in 
shoals. — When  all  these  were  safely  embarked, 
Boi>ap9rte  assembled  the,  lialian  army^  (amounting 
to  B^fitdO  mm),  and  af^er  gravely  promising  ihem 
on  his  honour,  which  he  observed  had  ever  been 
^credt  ihat  they  should  each  receive  on  theisr  return 
money  enough  to  purchase  six  acres  and  a  half  of 
good  lajQd,  took  them  on  board,  aad  tfwquiUy 
proceedi^  to  bury  them  all  in  £gy|ML 

Qfi.hia  route  he  collected  near  tweniy  thousand 
0IOre  of.ihe  araiy  of  Italy — sturdy  bqjgars,  who 
might  have  disquieted  the  Directory  if  they  had  been 
sufiered  to  remain  ii)  Curope,  and  who  will  now 
contribuie  with  their  fortunate  comrades,  to  fatten 
ihe  vultufies  of  Grand  Cairo. 

We  shall  not  stop  to  notice  the  capture,  as  it  is 
called^  of  Malta,*  nor  die  various  gambols  that 

•  That  event  had  fecen  secured  before  Bonaparte  left 
Toulon,  by  the  intrigues  and  largesses  of  Poassidgue :  these 
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vefe  played  by  this  unwieldy  anntment  in  the 
Mediterran^n^  but  having  conducted  it  in  safety  to 
Alexandria,  mtum  to  inake  a  few  iMjscellaneous 
dMervBtions:  oa  m  outset,,  supposed  d»iinadon»  &c. 

The  first  circum.stance  that  strikes  us,  is  the  ex- 
tnme  ignoranoe  of  the  French,  with  regard  to  the 
country  tbey  were  gping  to  desolate  and  destmy. 
They  bad  bad. connections  with  ks  ports  for  agesi; 
and  ]pct  they  app^  to  kave  known  no  more  of  its 
i^nerior,  than  the  inhabiiana  of  the  moon.  This 
waat!of  knowlei^  was  umversal^rom  the  Com- 
Qiandttr  in  Choef  ^  to  the  meanest  sokiier  in  tbc 
anny^  aU  wad  davkness^  and  blind  confidence  in  tbe 
Bliadest  of  guides ! 

The  '*  Savans"  were  not  a  whit  bettc*  informed 
ddun  the  iest---Ube  Phaeton, 

'**  They  hop'd,  perhaps,  to  meet  with  pleasing  woods, 
•  .••  And  stately  Fanes,  and  dries  ttl*d  #ith'  gods :— " 

and  like  him  too,  we  imagine,  th^y  have  fgund  a 
geqeral  tonflagratipn,  and  a  river ! 

Now  we  have  mentioned  these  men,  it  may  not 
1^  ami^  to  inquire  into  the  services  the  general 

hanrebeen  since  l^id  open  by  tbe  Bailli  Tcignie,  and  others  ; 
and  made  tbc  subject  of  a  formal  acctisatio^  against  the 
Qrand  Master  Hojupesch,  by  the  Knights  who  have  taken 
rtfuge  in  Germany,  Russia,  Sec. 

•  In  a  letter  of  Bonaparte's  to  the  Directory;  dated  July 
6th«  he  say«,  **  tki$  country  is  any  thing  but  what  traveUcn , 
and  story  tellers  represent  it  to  be.*' 
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Htemture  of  Europe  is  likely  to  derive  from  Aeir 
exettionss  services,  be  it  remembered,  for  v^iicb 
the  Directory,  vfho  forced  tbem  on  bbard»  have 
already  received  the  felicitatidn  of  all  die  '*  frieiKb 
of  liberty." 

The  inquiry  will  be  short.  All  the  mendon  we 
find  of  them,  froih  the  hour  of  their  embarkation 
to  the  present,  is  contained  in  Berthier's  letter  to 
the  Consuls  of  the  Jloman  Republic  ^  The  Sa^ 
vans  Monge,  Bertokt,  Boursieiine»  &€."  says  he, 
*^  fought  with  the  greatest  courage;  they  dkl  not 
quit  the  General's  side  during  any  part  of  the  acdoo, 
and  they  proved  by  their  exertions,  that  in  com* 
batting  the  bnemies  op  their  country,"* 
every  Frenctonan  is  a  soldier,'*  &c 

Thus  we  find  that  the  ^^  enlightened  geniuses  of  the 
eighteenth  century,"  who  were  to  explore  the  con- 
strucdon  of  the  Pyramids,  to  dive;  into  die  Cata- 
combs, to  wind  through  the  mazes  of  the  sacred 
labyrinth,  to  dig  up  die  mystic  volumes  of  Hermes, 
and,  in  a  word,  to  roam  **  with  free  foot"  firom  the 

•  •  Th«  cant  of  the,  French  is  even  more  shocking  than 
their  enormities.  They  invade  a  friendly  country,  which 
they  wantonly  devote  to  pillage  and-  devastation ;  and  the 
leaders  of  this  ferocious"'  horde  of  savages  have  the  detest* 
able  insolence  to  call  the  unoffending  people  whom  they  are 
exterminating  for  the  crime  of  endeavouring  to  protect  their 
lives  and  properties^  and  who  are  utterly  and  alike  ignorant 
of  them  and  their  sanguinary  employers—^*  The  enemies 
OF  France." 
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Cataracts  to  the  seven  mouths  of  the  Nile;  are 
become  mere  men  of  bloody  obliged  to  ding  to  the 
troops  for  protection,  and  miable  to  advance  a  single 
step  to  the  right  or  left^  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
musquetry  or,  cannon  of  the  army ! 

But  the  imbedlUty  displayed  in  the  outset  of  this 
strange  expedition,  is  not  more  extraordinary  than 
the  obstinacy  with  which  it  has  been  held  up  to  the 
admiration  of  Europe.  Either  ignorance,  or  fear, 
or  Jacobinism,  has  been  always  at  hand-^-to  suggest 
a  greatness  of  plan,  whoe  there  was  little,  in  fact, 
but  blind  hazard — to  whisper  a  combination  of 
means  amidst  the  want  of  every  thing,  and  to  pro^ 
mise  infaUibk  success  to  men  whose  every  step 
was  attended  with  destn^ction  and  despair  f 

While  the  army  was  yet  on  its  way  to  the  place 
of  iu  destination/ the  dd  plans  of  the  French  Go« 
vemment  were  in  every  mouth;  and  the  wisdom 
was  loudly  api^uded  which  was  to  attach  die  Beys 
to  the  invader,  crush  the  doniinion  of  the  Porte, 
and  secure  the  contitiy  for  ever  to  the  ^  Great 
Nation." 

Bonaparte  arrives,  and  rcfverses  the  whole  scheme. 
The  Beys  are  now  to  be  crushed,  because  they 
alone  have  die  power  to  resist:  and  tfaesovereign^ 
of  Constantinople  is  tp  be  uphdd,  because  it  is  in<. 
efficient.  The  af^tause  was  louder  than  before ! 
**  Better  and  better  still,"  cried  the  sagacious  disco- 
verers  of  deep  desi^  in  aU  the  bedlam  tricks  of 
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France  3  '^  that  country  vill  gain  more  iins  way 
than  fjotber*-^"  Vive  1^  RcpuWiquc  !'* 

Again,  when  it  was  found  thai  no  impressions  but 
those  of  hatned  and  hostility,  wefe  made  oh*  the  na* 
fives  of  £gypt,  and  that  the  conqueror  barely  held  the 
ground  on  which  hisarroy  haked^  we  were  suddenly 
made  acquainted  with  another  and  a  greater  scheme; 
which  we  were  seriously  assured  was  the  only  get 
nuine  one,  and ^ which  could  i;K>t  fail  of  success! 
What  was  notailoiie  in  £gypt>  might  be  domA  in 
Persia.  Theiinbabitants  of  the  sdi^thorn  coasts  q£ 
that  country  were,  opportunely  discovered  to  have 
the  primitive  religion  of  the  Arabs,  before  it  waa 
i|i&ct(^d  withr  MahometanifiTO; .  and  with  thenif 
*'  through  tb^  ibeans  of  their,  venerable  Paitrnreby'' 
fiiHieparte,  itwAs known,  had  loog  sittte  biSeU  in 
coRfespondenoci  .Thexlue  of:;Vbe  .mi^y' saaao 
which  had  so.mnch'pAixzled:Biankind^  was  at  kngtb 
discoveiqed  (  Arabia  was  to  be  restx)red  to  libe?^ 
and  happinesfi^f  by  the  anris  of.  France^  acting  on 
one  side  of  it,  dndrby  thesb  innumerable  and  £iit]MM 
auxiliaries,  on  the  other.  The  rest  was  plain  oaougb* 
Arabia  being  onte  ocganissed,  and  in  pcKSsession  of 
a  Directory  jnd  tWo  Councils^  >^  fret  passige.to 
tedia  was  affbided,  .of  course^  tboough  MekcaA^ 
the  regioa  of >  friends  and  fliilosophers,  and  the 
*f  tyrant  of  .the  sea/'  dnvea  widi  di^grao^  from 
Calcutta! 

It  .would  be  auperfUious.  to^  send  oitr  readers  tt 
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AHf  author  of  onedit,  for  a  refuta^on  of  all  M$ 
absurdity;  vhich  yet  has  been  dwelt  od,  by  tfar 
(riends  of  Fmncc,  with  coBoplaccncy  and  ddigbt-^ 
but  if  tbcy  sboujd  b^p^  to  look  into  Ni^hbuT> 
a^y  Wilt  fin4»  that  tbere  really  are  isopoe  wild  Arab% 
a  poor,  and  miserable,  and  half  naked  people,  Vho 
wancfor  up  ^nd  down  the  cpa&ts  of  Arabia  Proper, 
^d  Uvei3a  putrid  &ihl  These  Ictbyopbagi  are  tht 
eoUghtened  ravages,  who,,  in  conjunction  with  @o* 
napuFte,  are  to  di|iu«e  the  knowkdge  of  liberie  and 
virtue  through  the  Eastern  world! 

But  it  i»  nvot;  oi^  the  psofundity  of  the  G<9neral'« 
plans  of  conquest,  that  is  so  hig^ily  and  ^<>  ju^y 
(celebrfttied;  his  <:apacity  of  logp^laiifig  f^r  the  conn- 
ak$  be  sobdoes^  rec;eiv^  an  c^al  share  of  aph» 
plau^e ;  and  bis  admirers  wou)d  think  they  insviked 
bi$  reputation,  if  they  forbore  to  iqemion,  (bitt  bf 
gdded  tlv»  political  sagacity  qf  Solon,  to  the  miU- 
tary  science  of  Alexander. 

The  reader  will  find  (No,  X.}  a  Letter  firom  Bcu 
naparte,  containing,  >rbat  he  calls,  bis  ^^  Provisional 
Organization  of  Egypt ;**  if  he  will  look,  carefully 
into  this,  and  into  another  curious  Paper  (Appen- 
dix^ No.  yiJLL)  he  will  be  inclined,  we  think,  to 
abate  som^ipg  of:  bis  ad^iratioa  for  th'\$  i^ev 
Solon.     . 

T^he  teqaciousness  of  the  Eastern  people  for  their 
customs  is  proverbially  great ;  yet  tliey  are  to  change 
difi»  at  a  woni!  Tb^wnpUdgiy  and  ii)v^i«ibl^  uaii^ 
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fonnity  of  their  dress  is  no  less  striking;  ages  pass 
away»  and  find  it  still  the  same ;  yet  they  are  nowt 
in  c^dience  to  they  know  not  what  orders,  to  trick 
themselves  suddenly  out  in  tri-coloured  shawls  and 
scarfs,  and  ribands,  like  the  tawdry  Jack  Puddings 
of  die  Executive  Directory* 

All  the  complicated  relations  which  bind  the  so- 
ciety among  which  the  General  is  thrown,  are  either 
unknown  or  unheeded  by  him ;  one  or  two  gene* 
ral  and  barren  provisions  are  made  to  reprc^nt  all 
ihose  moral  habits  and  local  regulations  whicb,  with 
an  infinite  variety,  distinguished  the  former  govern^ 
ment  of  this  people. 

But  a  remedy  is  at  hand :  if  his  laws  will  not  do 
of  themselves,  force  will  speedily  make  them  efiec^ 
tual.  The  military,  under  the  command  of  a 
French  officer^  are  directed  to  be  called  in  oh 
every  occasion  (p.  71.);  this  is  the  grand  specific 
Cor  all !  after  a  disgraceful  and  futile  attempt  at  civil 
wisdom,  the  whole  is  resolved  into  violence,  and  the 
code  of  the  legislator  is  thrust  down  the  ihroat  of 
the  people  by  the  bayonet  of  the  Conqueror  f 

But  what  could  be  expected  from  a  man  who  had 
already  betrayed  his  incapacity  in  similar  attempts 
in  £urope  ?  Let  his  stupid  admirers  (for  we  must 
now  be  serious),  let  his  stupid  admirers  call  to  mind 
bis  Italian  ^  organizations"  (the  worthy  prototypes 
of  his  Egyptian  ones),  repeatedly  changed  by  him* 
sdf,  and  the  instant  he  was  out  of  si^t  disdainfully 
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changed  by  odiers.  There  too  Was  the  same  poverty 
of  conception.  From  his  travelling  ck>ke-bag»  he  pri- 
vately drew  out  the  MODEL  OP  ALL  LECISLATIOIC 
—THE  CoNSTiTUTioK  OF  1795.  This  was  CO* 
pied  fbir  great  and  small,  and  applied  in  all  situations^ 
and  to  every  people !  Antiquity  knew  nothing  erf" 
this  sweeping  m6de  of  legislation;  they  shewed  a 
condescension  to  the  different  customs  and  preju* 
dices  of  those  who  fell  under  their  management; 
and  a  cluster  of  small  and  Contiguous  powers  were 
judiciously  and  humanely  indulged  with  the  posses- 
sion of  those  laws  which  had  long  been  dear  to  them, 
and  which  removed  them  from  each  other  in  prin- 
ciples and  manners,  as  far  as  from  ^  the  center  to 
*•  die  pole/' 

But  Italy,  whkh,  in  the  judgment  df  our  philo- 
sophists,  had  once  exhibited  this  weakness,  was  now 
to  be  taught  a  better  lesson.  All  moral  conside- 
rations were  to  be  superseded  by  the  supreme  wis- 
dom of  the  ck>ke-bag ;  and  Republics,  Monarchies, 
and  whatever  else  might  be  the  distinctions  of  Aristo- 
cratic goveminent,  were  to  be  swept  away  with  the  be- 
som of  1 795*  What  ^aH  be  the  Constitution  of  Ge- 
noa? A  Directory  and  twoCouncQs.  Whatof  Man- 
tua? A  Dhectory  and  two  Councils.  What  again  of 
fiolognia?  You  are  very  tiresome:  look  into  page  — 
of  the  Constitution  of  1 795 ;  what  does  it  say?  Once 
more,  a  Directory  and  two  Councils.  Thus  it  is. 
Ventum  est  ad  sumrmm  firtuna;  and  we  make 
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laws  quicker  and  better  than  the  ancients — Acbivis 
doctius  unctisi  One  undistinguishing  ruie domineers 
over  all  the  varied  application  of  political  wisdom, 
and  Minos,  and  Solon^  and  Lycurgus,  are  van- 
quished by  a  single  roll  of  paper  triumphantly  <tar-i. 
ried  through  Europe^  and  speaking  alike  (whether 
intelligibly  or  not)  '*  to  all  people,  and  nations,  and 
languages  and  tongues/' 

From  the  legislative  pretenmcms  of  Bonaparte, 
we  might  now  descend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
fraud,  and  hypocrisy,  and  l>lasphemy,  and  impiety, 
and  cruelty,  and  inju^ice,  which  he  has  never  Ceased 
to  display  since  the  commencement  of  this  fanfnous 
Expedition ;  but  we  are  better  plenacd  to  leave  them  ^ 
to  the  faithful  page  of  the  historian,  which  we  lire 
satisfied  will  one  day  hold  them  up-  to  the  just  con- 
tempt and  execration  of  all  mankind 

We  shall  indulge  ourselves,  however,  with  an 
observation  or  two  on  his  cruelty.  We  selea  this 
vice,  because  Bonaparte  bs^s  been  celebrated  by  the 
ignorant  and  malevolent  of  this- country,  for  no« 
thing  so  much  as  for  bis  humanity  I  One  man,  of 
whom  we  should  sa^,  if  we  could  for  a  moment  bo*, 
lieve  in  the  metempsychosis,  that  the  spirit  of  Bishop ; 
Bonner  had  t^^en  full  possession,  has  kad  the  con** 
summate  folly;^  affirm,  that  Bonaparte,  '^  his  coiw 
solation  and  his  triumph,"  preferred  the  preservation 
of  one  citiaen,  to  tbe  melancholy 'glory  of  a  thouswd 
victories. 
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Where  did  this  scribbler,  who  from  his  study  in*- 
adults  the  fillings  of  his  countrymen,  and  boasts  of 
his  satisfaction  in  the  success  of  their  enemies,  c(A* 
lect  his  proofs  of  the  tender  concern  of  Bonaparte 
for  the  life  of  a  Citizen  ?  Was  it  at  the  bridge  of 
Lodi,  where  he  sacrificed  six  thousand  of  them  id 
the  vatiity  of  forcing  a  pass  which  he  might  have 
turned  without  the  los$  of  a  man  ?  Was  it —  ?  but 
why  multiply  questions,  when  there  is  not,  perhaps^ 
a  reader  of  a  common  newspaper  in  £urope  (this 
pesdknt  foe  to  the  honour  of  bis  country  except'^ 
ed),  who  does  not  know  that  Bqnaparte  has  wan*, 
tonly  spilt  more  blood  than  any  Atitila  of  ancient 
or  modern  tknes,  who,  with  the  same  means,  has 
had  merely  the  same  ends  to  effect. 

We  may,  peihaps,  at  some  future  time,  take  up 
this  topic  at  greater  length;  meanwhile  we  shall 
content  ourselves  with  referring  to  Boyer's  Letter 
(No.  XXII.),  and  return  to  the  subject  of  the  Ex- 
pedition. 

We  have  called  it  a  farce — we  might,  with  more 
justice,  have  called  it  a  tragedy — It  is,  we  are  per- 
sjctded  (but  heise  we  beg  to  be  understood  as^pe^^ 
ing  only  our,  private  and  individual  opinion)  a 
deep-laid  plan^  of  which  the  only  act<M3  in  the  se- 
cret are  the  Directory  and  Bonaparte,  and^  perhaps^ 
Berthien  The  main  plot  was  to  get  rid  of  the 
Italian  army :  the  subordinate  one  to  conquer  and 
plunder  what  they  could :  if  Egypt  fell — so  much 
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the  better;  if  it  did  not — so  much  the  better  stilK 
The  denouement  was  skilfully  effected  either  w^, 
atid  the  Government  equally  relieved ! 

But  why  then  all  this  expence,  this  hazard  of 
their  sole  remaining  fleet,  this  exposure  of  their 
best  and  most  skilful  officers,  of  their  profoundest 
philosophers,  of  their  most  scientific  men  of  every 
kind  ? — These  we  confess  are  wei^ty  and  raticMial 
objections,  and  if  we  could  not  answer  them  to  our 
own  satisfaction,  we  would  without  hesitation,  re- 
nounce the  opinion  we  have  given,  and  adopt  that 
of  our  opponents  in  its  stead. 

We  begin,  then,  with  premising  that  the  Direc- 
tory do  not  set  much  store  by  their  Savons ;  they 
have  exported  several  head  of  them  to  Cayenne^ 
H  spot  still  worse  than  Egypt ;  and  made  a  great 
consumption  of  them  at  home,  in  noyades,  fusil* 
lades,  &c.  &c. — diese,  therefore^  may  be  safely  put 
out  of  the  question. 

With  respect  to  the  *  expencc* — to  say  nothing 
of  the  hopes  of  repaying  themselves  by  the  plunder 
of 'Malta,  and  Grand  Cairo;  *  it  was  surely  wordi 
something  to  effect  the  important  ends  tliey  had  in 
view.  The  '*  hazard  of  their  fleet,"  indeed,  seems 
a  more  serious  matter;  but  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  Directory  had  no  idea  that  we  could  pos- 

*  This  was  not  so  chimerical  an  idea  as  may  be  imagined : 
the  POrient  had  more  than  half  a  million  sterling  in  her, 
when  she  blew  up. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INtltODITCTlOlf.  XVH 

ribly  send  a  iquadron  itto  the  Mediierraneaii  (t 
sea  which  we  had  then  abandoned  for  near  two 
years)»  strong  enough  to  attack  it :  and  here  let  os 
pay  the  tribute  of  applause  so  justly  doe  to  the  se- 
crecy^  and  skill,  and  promptitude^  with  which  thb 
most  important  measure  was  effected* 

With  regard  to  the  ^  exposure  of  their  best  offi- 
cers'^'-'-and  here  we  make  our  chief  stand— we  say» 
that  the  Government  had  no  such  design.  They 
w^e  sent,  it  is  true,  because  the  Bxmy  would  not 
move  without  them ;  but  we  have  i»oof,  litde  Aoti 
of  mathematical  certainty,  that  diey  were  speedily 
meant  to  be  recalled  to  France.  It  appears  fipom 
some  of  ficmapaite^s  letters,  that  he  had  not  the  slight- 
est idea  of  wintering  in  Egypt*  *'  I  shall  pass,'*  says 
he,  *'  the  cokl  months  in  Biurgundy,  where  I  wish 
you  would  look  out  some  liide  place  for  me^— - 
Here,  then,  is  the  solution  erf*  the  whole  enigma. 
Bonaparte  was  to  leave  his  devoted  follov^ers  to 
moulder  away  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of 
£gypt,  and  under  some  plauabte  pretence  to  re- 
turn tK>  Europe  with  his  abkst  oflftcers,  and  with, 
perhaps^  a  handfol  of  the  most  ductile  and  tractable 
ofKstreops. 

This  pkn,  and  no  oAer,  accounts  for  his  fceep;^ 
ing  the  fleet  on  the  coast,  in  spite  of  the  remon*^ 
strfanceis  of  Brutys,  and  the  evkfent  danger  to 
wbich^  it  w«te  eiiposed^it  was  t(>  cany  back  the 
^Con^MTdr  of  fc^t^*/irt  triumph  to  France  i 
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Atid^tbe  <Adfnirad,  i¥fao  was  wholly  unacquainted 
wkh  bisifdQsign,  &ll<a  sacrifice  at  last^.toa  perfidy 
which  he,<ould  BQt  cfe«nprebjend, , 

vTHfi»f  ift&T/Uf  jArUGu.sT  ruincd  all  these  fine- 
^n;$ciftf^e$^  ^nd  Bonaparte  fell  into  the  toils  he 
was  spreading  for  others!  All  return  is  now  impos- 
sible, except  asi  a  fugitive,  or  a  prisoner.  He  may 
^oterintolhe  chambers  of.the  Pyramid^^.and  hold 
coflVe^s^tii^ns  on  the  tomb  of  Cheops^  with  imans, 
and  ivitlvMiufiis;  he  m^y  organize^  apd  conquer, 
and  p\Mi  botanic  gardens,  and  estfibUsh  menage* 
ries;  he  may  pass  from  the  Delta  to  the  Thebaid, 
and  from  the  Thebaid  to  the  Delta,  with  his  train 
of  tii-cobured  Cheiks,  and  be  hailed  as  the  Ali 
Bonaparte  of  the  cojuntry — all  is  sdll  but  folly; 
his  final  destrucdon  can  neither  be  averted  nor  de- 
layed ;  and  his  unseasonable  mummeries  will  but 
serve  to  take  away  all  dignity  from  the  cs^tastrophe 
of  the  drama;  and  render  his  fall  at  once  terribk 
and  ridiculous. 

Before  our  readers  accuse  us  of  being  too  san- 
guine in  our  expectations,  or  too  precifHtate  in  our 
judgment)  let  diero  carefully  peruse  the  following 
Correspondence.  They  will  find  every  officer  in 
the  army  dissatisfied  with  his  situadon,  and  impa« 
tient  to  return  to  France ;  execrating  the  clipaate 
and  the  country,  and  lamenting  the  folly  that  led 
him  to  embark  in  $o  wild^  and  absurd,  and  hopeless 
an  expedition.    They  will  find  the  whde  arm/ 
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^iihbixC  teKts^nbaggi^g^;  br'ariimilmniort,  Without 
raedidries/ cir^^inei'  c^^'Bl^Hdy  ;  wth'F^  of  the' 
nece5saritsj'&tia  i4(!*W<)f  tite  tJofftfiJft 
-  TbiS'v?  Asf'a  fait}{ful'^¥>'^tu¥^  l^llwff  feiwkibn^be- 
fort  die  destruition  of  theiKll^t-^^ivhkt  I  f  i  ^^  since^ 
thcytii^^^siiy  ebttjecture;:  IlJ  th6^,4^y  will  add' 
to  this  aCcufcrfuMdn  of:  Misety  4rfiid 'despair,  the  ^ 
mvelferal^ihi»lility  of  the  Atab^'-die  tfe^chery  of 
the  Egyptians,  and  the  destructive  Wfirfare  of  the 
Mameloucs,  together  with  the  nauseous  and  peculiar 
diseases  of  the  country^  the  intolerable  heats,  and 
pestilential  winds,  the  devouring  myriads  of  venom-p 
ous  insects,  and  the  stench  and  putrefaction  of  tei> 
thousand  stagnant  pools,  they  will  not,  we  imagine^ 
be  much  inclined  to  dispute  the  justice  of  our  con«- 
elusions. 

With  respect  to  the  Letters  we  have  given^  they 
'were  selected,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  our  plan, 
with  an  eye  to  variety.  They  are,  With  few  excep- 
tions, extremely  well  written,  and  do  credit  to  the 
epistolary  talents  of  the  authors :  nor  is  this  theur 
highest  merit;  they  are  friendly  and  aflFectionate ; 
and  we  see  with  pleasure  that  the  cold-blooded  rant 
of  a  detestable  and  im^Mousphilosophy,  has  not  yet 
succeeded  in  extinguishing  the  social  feelings  f 

One  word  more.   We  had  very  different  motives 

from  those  of  raising  a  laugh,  when  we  admitted 

into  the  collection,  the  Letters  of  GuiUot,  Le  Turcq, 

&c.     We  had  it  m  contemplation  to  shew,  that 
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from  the  highest  to  the  lowest^  fisom  the  h«$t  in^ 
fonned  to  the  most  iUittiate,  the  semiment  of  dii* 
content  and  disgust  is  universal;  that,  &r  frqm 
harbouring  a  dioug^  of  sttting  down  in  Egypt,  not 
an  individual  in  the  army  (so  far^  at  loa^t^  as  has 
come  to  our  knowledge)  but  turns  with  fond  mnw 
ety  towards  home^  and  thinks*  with  horror  and  de-r 
spaii;  of  a  residence  in  tMa  ^'  terrestrial  Paradise/', 
even  for  a  fisw  wedtsi 
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Jlexandrif,  k  i8  MessiJor,  an  6* 
Au  C/V^^n  Joseph  Bonaparte^  Dipute  au  Conselldes 
Cinq  CenSf  Rue  des  Saints  P^nsy  No.  I2I9>  Fauxhourg 
Germain,  d  Paris. 

^ous  sommes  en  cctte  ville  depuis  le  149  mon  chet 
frere ;  elle  a  etc  prise  d'assaut ;  je  vais  vous  detailler 
nos  operations,  non  en  commentateur,  mais  telles  que 
j'ai  pu  les  suivre. 

Le  13,  i  la'pointe  du  jour,  nous  decouvrimes  les  c&tes 
d'Afrique,  que  Tavant  garde  avoit  signalees  la  veille ; 
bientot  nous  fiimes  a  la  hauteur  des  Isles  des  Arabes,  k 
2  lieues  d'AIexandrie,  et  la  fregate  la  Junon,  qui  avoit 
£te  expediee  pour  amener  le  Consul  de  France  de  cette 
villei  nous  joignit. 

Celui-ci  nous  apprit  qu'une  escadr«  Anglaise  de  14 
vaisseaux  de  ligne,  dont  deux  a  trois  ponts,  avoit  pass6  a 
vue  d'Alexandrie,  y  avoit  envoye  des  lettres  pour  le  Con« 
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sul  Anglais,  et  avoit  appris  la  prise  de  Malte  aux  nego- 
ciants ;  elle  a  fait  ensuite  routp  sur  Alexandrette,  comp- 
tant  sans  doute  que  nous  y  avions  ete  debarquer  pour 
nous  rendre  aiix  Indes  par  Bassora.  Cette  escadre  avoit 
cte  en  effet  signalee  par  la  Justice  apres  notre  depart  de 
Make :  elle  a  eu  la  gaucherie  de  ne  pas  nous  trouver. 
Les  Anglais  doivent  etre  furieiix.  II  faut  etre  extreme- 
ment  hardi  et  heureux  pour  traverser  une  escadre  nom- 
breuse  avec  des  forces  moindres,  un  convoi  de  quatrc 
cens  petits  batiments,  et  enlever  en  chemin  une  place 
telle  que  Malte,  moitie  par  force  et  moitic  par  nego- 
dation. 

Jusqu^a  present  j'ai  cm  que  la  fortune  pouvoit  aban- 
donner  mon  frcre,  aujourd'hui  je  crois  qu'il  reussira 
toujours  si  les  troupes  gardent  un  peu  de  I'esprit  national 
qui  les  anime  si  bien. 

I^es  Maniejouks  savgieiit  depuis  troi$  sem^ines  par  de» 
batim9^t$  d^  <)oq|ip)erce  exp^die$  d?  Marseille,  les  details 
de  notre  embarquement ;  voyant  paroitre  les  Anglais, 
lis  crurent  que  c'ctoit  notre  flotte  ;  de  maniere  que 
iofsqw  nous  parumes  reellement  le  13,  ils  etoicnt  prets 
a  nous  cecevoir.  La  n^er  etoit  grosse  ce  jour-la,  les  «ia^ 
riiis  ae  vouloient  point  que  le  debarquement  eut  lieu. 
Les  vaisseaux  mouillerent  a  deux  lieues  au  larg^.  l^^ 
journ^  se  passa  en  preparatifs,  et  enfin  a  onze  heures 
du  soir  nous  debarquames  «ur  de  petits  canot^  avec  ^nt 
mer  et  utx  vent  tres^rageux. 

Nous  marchl^mes  toutc  la  nuit  avec  deux  millff 
homnies  d*infanterie,  et  le  lendenoain  a  la  pointe  du  jour 
lious  investimes  Alexandrie,  apres  avoir  cbassa  difffi* 
^fcnts  d^tachefBeots  de  cavalerk ;  les  ennemis  $0  df  fen- 
doiem  cQuiagpusemeat,  Tartillerie  qu71s  avoieot  sur  les 
tispurs  ft  le$  Buirailles  etoit  ou^  seivie,  niais  leur  {Qoua-» 
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queterie  <tdt  tr^s-bonne.  Ces  gens-la  ne  savent  pis 
broncfaer,  ils  donnetit  oo  ref  oivent  la  mort  sur  leurs  en* 
nemis.  Cependant  la  premiere  enceinte^  c*ett-i-dlr#» 
celle  de  la  ytlle  ites  Arabes,  fut  enlev£e«  Bientfit  apres, 
la  seconde,  nia1gr6  les  feux  des  mai^ns.  Les  forts  qui 
font  de  Tautre  c6te  de  la  vllle  sur  les  herds  de  la  mer 
fiircnt  invcstis,  et  le  soir  capitulerent* 

Depuis  le  14  on  est  occup£  au  debarqtiement  des 
troupes,  de  ^artilleries  et  des  effets.  Le  General  D6saix 
est  sur  k  Nil  a  Demenhour.  Les  autres  devoient  le  suivre. 

Le  lieu  du  d6barqiieinent  est  a  deux  lieues  d'ici  a  la 
tour  de  Marabout^  ou  les  Ides  des  Arabes*  Les  deuK 
premiers  jours,  il  y  eat  beancoup  de  traf  neurs  que  h 
cavalerie  Mamelouk  et  Arabes  harcelerent ;  je  crois  qud 
nous  avons  perdu  100  tu6s  et  autant  de  blesses.  Les 
Generaux  Kkber,  Mehou^  et  Lescalle  ont  ete  ble8s6t* 

Je  vous  envoye  la  proclamatioa  aux  habitants  du  pays> 
et  trois  autres  a  Tarm^e*  Elle  a  fait  un  efFet  merveilleux  { 
les  Arabes  Bedouins,  ennemis  des  Mamelouks,  et  qui 
Bont,  i  proprement  parler,  des  voleurs  intrepidesi  des 
qu'ils  I'eurent  recite,  nous  ont  rendu  une  trentaine  de 
prisonniersy  et  se  sont  offerts  pour  combattre  avec  nous 
les  Mamelouks.  On  les  a  tres-bien  trait^s.  Ce  sont 
des  gens  Invincibles,  habitants  des  deserts  brfilants, 
mont6s  sur  les  chevaux  les  plus  16gers  du  monde,  et  ex- 
trSmement  braves.  lis  habitent  avec  leurs  femmes  et 
leurs  enfans  des  camps  volants,  qui  changent  routes  les 
Buits.  Ce  sont  des  sauvages  horribles;  cependant  lis 
connoiasent  Tor  et  Tai^gent,  il  en  faut  bien  peu  pour 
causer  leur  admiration.  Ils  aiment  For,  mon  cher  fr^e, 
its  passent  leur  vie  a  Tarracher  aux  Europ6ens  qui 
tombent  en  leurs  tnatns,  et  ponrquoi  faire  ?  pour  conti* 
mcr  cc  genrt  de  vie  tt  Tapprendre  k  Irurs  enfans*  Oh, 
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Jean  JacqueSi  que  ne  peut-il  voir  ccs  hommeSy  qu'il 
appelle  "  Ics  hommes  dc  la  nature  !'*  il  fremiroit  de 
home  ct  de  surprise  d'avoir  pu  les  admirer. 

AdieU;  mon  cher  frere,  donnez  moi  de  vos  nouyelks. 
J'ai  souffert  beaucoup  dans  la  traversce ;  ce  climat-ci 
m'accable,  il  nous  changera  tous.  Quand  nous  revien- 
drons  on  nous  reconnoitra  de  loin.  Je  suis  un  peu  ma<- 
lade,  et  oblige  de  rester  ici  quelques  jours.  Tout  !• 
monde  part  demain.  Adieu,  je  vous  embrasse  dc  tout 
mon  coeur.  Rappellez  moi  au  souvenir  de  Julie,  Caro- 
line, &c.  et  au  legislateur  Lucien ;  son  voyage  avec 
nous  lui  eut  ete  fort  utile ;  nous  voyons  plus  en  deux 
jours  que  les  voyageurs  ordinaires  en  deux  ans. 

II  y  a  ici  de  remarquable  la  colonne  de  Pomp6e,  les 
•belisques  de  Cieopatre,  le  lieu  ou  etoicnt  ses  bains, 
beaucoup  de  mines,  un  temple  soOterrein,  des  cata- 
combes,  quelques  mosquees,  et  quelques  eglises ;  mai» 
ce  qui  Test  plus  que  tout  cela,  ce  sont  le  caractere  et  les 
moeurs  des  habitants.  lis  sont  d'un  sang-froid  6tonnant. 
Rien  ne  les  emeut,  la  mort  est  pour  eux,  ce  qu'est  le 
voyage  d*Amerique  pour  les  Anglais. 

Leur  exterieur  est  imposant:  nos  phisionomies  les 
plus  caract6risees,  sont  des  mines  d'enfants  en  compa- 
raison  des  leurs ;  elles  ont  plus  que  nous  une  variet£ 
etonnante.  Les  femmes  surtout  couvertes  d*un  drap, 
dont  elles  s'cnvelloppent  et  se  couvrent  la  tSte  jusqu'au 
sourcil ;  iin  linge  (pour  les  fenunes  du  peuple),  leur 
couvre  le  visage  depuis  le  front,  ne  laissant  que  les  ou- 
vertures  des  y eux,  de  maniere  que  pour  peu  que  le  linge 
salt  iletri,  elles  font  peur. 

Leurs  forts  et  leur  artillerie  sont  d'un  ridicule  acheve  ; 
ils  n'oht  point  de  serrures,  point  de  croisees.  Enfin  its 
sont  dans  Taveuglement  des  premiers  tems.  .  | 
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Oh !  combien  de  misanthropes  seroient  convertis,  ti 
ie  hazard  les  jettoit  au  milieu  des  d6serts  de  TArabie. 
Adieui  mon  chcr  fircre,  tout  a  vous, 

L.  Bonaparte* 

P.  S.  Je  vous  prie,  mon  cher  frere,  de  faire  donner 
de  mes  nouvelles  a  la  citoyenne  Coupry»  ma  vieille  et 
ancienne  hotesse,  rue  St.  Honore,  No.  27,  pres  le  pas* 
sage  des  Feuillans ;  lui  dire  que  je  n'ai  pas  eu  le  temps 
de  lui  ecrire,  et  que  je  me  rappelle  a  son  souvenir. 


TRANSLATION. 


Alexandria^  July  6fhf  1 798. 
To  Citizin  Joseph  Bonaparte,  Deputy  to  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred t  l^c. 

W  E  have  been  in  this  city,  my  dear  brother,  now  four 
days  ;  it  was  taken  by  assault.  I  will  attempt  to  give 
you  some  account  of  our  operations ;  not  as  a  profes- 
sional man,  but  as  they  appeared  to  me. 

At  daybreak,  on  the  ist  of  July,  we  discovered  the 
coast  of  Africa ;  which  had  been  seen,  and  announced 
to  us  the  evening  before  by  signals.  We  were  presently 
oflfthe  Isles  des  Arabes,  about  two  leagues  from  Alexan- 
drbj  where  the  yuno  frigate,  which  had  been  dispatched 
to  bring  the  French  Consul  on  board,  rejoined  us. 

We  learnt  from  the  Consul  that  an  English  squadron 
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of  fimrteen  sail  of  the  line  (of  which  two  wtre  three 
deckers,}  had  appeared  -off  Alexandriai  sent  letters  on 
shore  to  the  English  Consul,  and  informed  the  merchants 
there  of  the  capture  of  Malta ;  that  it  had  then  made 
sail  for  Alexandretta,  concluding,  as  it  was  supposed, 
that  we  had  gone  there  to  disembark  our  forces,  and 
proceed  to  India  by  the  way  of  Bassora.  ' 

This  squadron  had  indeed  been  seen  by  the  Justicey 
after  our  departure  from  Malta;  and  yet  it  had  the 
aukwardness,  or  the  stupidity  to  miss  us !  The  English 
must  be  quite  furious.  -  It  required,  I  think,  no  common 
degree  of  courage  and  good  fortune,  to  run  through  a 
pumerous  fleet,  with  inferior  forces,  a  convoy  of  four 
hundred  transports ;  and  to  capture  on  our  passage, 
partly  by  force,  and  partly  by  negotiation^  such  a  place 
as  M^ta. 

Till  this  day  I  had  always  a  fancy  that  fortune  might 
one  time  or  other  turn  her  back  upon  my  brother :  now 
I  am  persuaded,  that  she  will  never  desert  him,  pro- 
vided the  troops  retain  but  a  little  of  that  national  spirit 
which  has  hitherto  animated  them. 

The  Mameloucs  had  been  informed  three  weeks 
before,  by  some  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  Mar* 
seilles,  of  the  embarkation  of  our  troops ; — when,  there- 
fore, they  saw  the  English  fleet,  they  concluded  it  was 
ours,  so  that  when  we  actually  appeared^  they  were 
prepared  for  us.  The  sea  ran  so  high  that  day  that  the 
officers  of  the  marine  would  not  permit  the  troops  to 
disembark.  The  vessels  therefore  came  to  an  anchor 
about  two  leagues  from  the  shore :  the  day  was  spent  in 
preparations ;  and  at  length,  about  eleven  at  night,  we 
were  put  on  board  the  boats  of  the-  fleet,  with  a  rough 
sea,  and  a  very  blowing  wind. 
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We  mtfchcd  th«  night  Whli  two  thotistnd*  In^ 
fantrjr,  ini  at  break  of  day  Jnvested  Alexanddi,  aftief 
dritiflg  Into  the  totm  several  ma^  detachments  of  ea* 
vtlry.  .  The  enemy  defended  themscltesf  Ifte  rtien ;  the 
anilleiy  which  they  had  pfanted  eW  the  Walfe  was 
wretchedly  served,  hut  their  musketry  was  cxceltem. 
These  people  haivc  no  idea  of  chiWren^s  play :  they 
either  kill  or  arc  ktHai.  The  Arst  inclosure,  however, 
that  is  to  say,  that  of  the  dty  of  the  Arabs,  was  carried ; 
and  soon  a^er  the  second,  rh  spite  of  the  fire  from  the 
hottses.  The  forts  which  are  on  the  coast,  on  the  other 
sMe  of  the  city,  Were  then  invested ;.  and  in  the  evening 
caj^hulated. 

Since  the  id  of  July  we  liave  been  engaged  in  disem- 
barking the  troops,  the  arfillery,  and  the  baggage.  Ge- 
neral D6saix  is  at  Demaniiur,  on  the  Nile ;  the  rest  of 
the  army  is  to  follow  him. 

The  place  where  we  dfsetnbarked  is  about  two  leagues 
from  hence,  at  the  tower  of  Marabout,  or  Islei  i£€ 
Arabes.  The  two  first  days  we  had  a  nmnber  of  strag- 
glers cut  off  by  the  Arab  and  Mamelouc  cavalry.  I 
imagine  that  we  have  lost  about  one  hundred  killed,  and 
as  many  wounded.  The  Generals  Kleber,  Mcnou,  and 
Lescalle  are  wounded. 

I  send  you  the  proclamation  t  to  the  inhabitants  of  th^ 
country,  and  three  others  to  the  army.  The  first  has 
produced  an  effect  altogether  astonishing.  The  Bedouins, 
enemies  of  the  Mameloucs,  and  who,  properly  speaking, 
are  neither  more  nor  less  than  intrepi^  robbers,  sent  us 

•  Thb  is  inaccurate.  It  appears  from  several  of  the  letters, 
that  a  great  portion  of  the  ariny  was  en£;aged  in  the  attack  on 
Alexandria. 

t  See  the  Appendix. 
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backf  as  soon  as  they  had  read  it,  thirty  of  our  people 
'whom  they  had  made  prisoners,  with  an  offer  of  their 
services  against  the  Mameloucs.  We  have  treated  them 
kindly.  They  are  an  invincible  people,  inhabiting  a 
burning  desert,  mounted  on  the  fleetest  horses  in  the 
world,  and  full  of  courage.  They  live  with  their  wives 
and  children  in  flying  camps,  which  are  never  pitched 
two  nights  together  in  the  same  place.  They  are  hor- 
rible savages,  and  yet  they  have  some  notion  of  gold  and 
silver !  a  small  quantity  of  it  serves  to  excite  their  ad- 
miifation.  Yes,  my  dear  brother,  they  love  gold ;  they 
pass  their  lives  in  extorting  it  from  such  Europeans  as 
fall  into  their  hands ;  and  for  what  purpose ! — for  con- 
tinuing the  course  of  life  which  I  have  described,  and 
for  teaching  it  to  their  children.  O,  Jean  Jacques  I 
why  was  it  not  thy  fate  to  see  those  men,  whom  thou 
call'st  "  the  men  of  nature  ?*'  thou  would'st  sink  with 
shame,  thou  would'st  startle  with  horror  at  the  thought 
of  having  once  admired  them ! 

Adieu,  my  dear  brother,  let  me  hear  from  you  soon. 
I  suffered  a  great  deal  on  our  passage;  this  climate 
kills  me ;  we  shall  be  so  altered  that  you  will  discover 
the  change  at  a  league's  distance. 

I  am  not  well  at  present,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  stay 
here  a  few  days  longer  :•  every  body  else  goes  to-morrow. 
Adieu,  I  embrace  you  with  the  sincerest  affection.  Re- 
member me  to  Julia,  Caroline,  &c.  and  to  the  legisla- 
tor t  Lucien.    He  might  have  sailed  with  us  to  advan- 


♦  It  appears  from  Boursienne's  letter  (see  No.  14.)  that  he  vvas 
still  there  on  the  avth  of  July. 

+  This  word  is  marked  in  the  originaU  and  evidently  alludes 
to  a  piece  of  private  history. 
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t:^ :  we  see  more  in  two  days  than  common  travellers 
in  two  years. 

The  remarkable  objects  here  are  Pompey*s  column, 
the  obelisks  of  Cleopatra,  the  spot  wherer'her  baths  once 
stood,  a  number  of  ruins,  a  subterraneous  temple,  some 
catacombs,  mosques,  and  a  few  churches.  But  what 
is  still  more  remarkable,  is  the  character  and  manners 
of  the  inhabitants.  They  are  of  a  sangfroid  abso- 
lutely astonishing.  Nothing  agitates  them  ;  and  death 
itself  is  to  them,  what  a  voyage  to  America  is  to  the 
EngUsh.* 

Their  exterior  is  imposing.  The  most  marked  physi- 
<^omies  amongst  us,  are  mere  children's  countenances 
compared  to  theirs.  The  women  wrap  themselves  up 
in  a  piece  of  cloth,  which  passes  over  their  head,  and 
descends  in  front  to  the  eyebrows.-  The  poorer  sort 
cover  the  whole  of  their  face  with  linen,  leaving  only 
two  small  apertures  for  the  eyes ;  so  that  if  this  strange 
veil  happens  to  be  a  little  drivelled,  or  stained,  they 
look  li]^  !k7many  hob-goblins. 

Their  forts  and  their  artillery  are  the  most  ridiculous 
things  in  nature :  they  have  not  even  a  lock,  nor  a  win- 
dow to  their  houses ;  in  a  word,  they^  are  still  involved 
in  all  the  blindness  of  the  earliest  ages. 

Oh !  how  many  misanthropes  would  be  converted  if 
chance  should  conduct  them  into  the  midst  of  the  de- 
serts of  Arabia. 

Adieu,  my  dear  brother. 
Your's  entirely, 

L.  Bonaparte. 

•  Meaniogy  probably,  r  matter  of  little  importance :— but  an 
expression  nearly,  rciembling  this,  is  proverbial  amongst  them. 
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P.  S.  I  }Mg,  my  dkar  bpotlier»  that  you  wUl  let  the 
female  citizen  Coupry,  my  good  old  landlady,  Rm  Si* 
HoHori^  No.  27f  frh  k  pMu^  dks  FiuiUamy  kaow  how 
and  where  I  am :  ^1  herihat  I  have  not  yet  had  tiiiie 
to  write  to  her^  and  tint  I  destfed  to  be  icaiemkcfcd 
to  hefS, 
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No.  H. 


An  Mouillage  d*AhmJurf  U  oo  MtsMcr,  4m  6. 

^ous  voici^  mon  dier  Jaubert^sur  lesc6tesde  I'Egypte; 
nos  braves  ont  entame  son  tenitCHiey  et  tout  nous  proonet 
qu'avant  peu  de  terns,  au  despotisme  fanpr^Toyant  des 
Mamelouks,  et  a  Tapathie  des  Egyptiens,  auront  succed6 
«n  gouvernement  cr6ateur,  et  une  emulation  jusqu'a 
pr68cnt  inconnue  parmi  les  habitants. 

Nous  sommes  mattres  d'Alexandiie :  nos  troupes  ont 
occupy  en  passant  Aboukir»  ont  prisRosette,  et  ant  con- 
sequemment  en  leur  pouvoir,  une  des  principals  bouchis 
du  Nil.  Je  suppose  que  tu  as  sous  les  yeux  la  carta  et 
Ic  Voyage  de  Savary,  ou  do  quelqu*autre. 

Le  13  Messidor,  a  six^heuret  du  matini  nous  etions^i 
six  lieues  d'Alexandrie*  La  fregate  la  Junon  cut  ordre 
d'aller  a  I'entrSe  du  port  remettre  au  Consul  Fran^ais 
une  lettre  ostensible,  mais  avec  mission  expresse  d*eni» 
mener  le  Consul  et  tons  lea  Fran^ ais  qui  se  trouvtfoiefit 
dans  la  ville.  Tout  y  6toit  en  combustion ;  depuis  deux 
mois  on  parloit  de  la  deseente  des  Franf  ais,  on  s'y  6loit 
mis  en  defense  a  la  maniire  des  Turc. 

L*apparition  qui  aroit  eu  lieu  le  10  d'une  twtnitt 
Anglaise  de  14  raisseaux,  que  le  Geuvemeur  d^Alex* 
aodrie  s'obstinoit  a  regarder  comme  Franfais^  w<At  re- 
double  les  pannes  de  la  yille,  et  rendu  de  plus  en  plus 
critique  la  position  des  habitants  Fran9ais.  Le  Consul 
obtint  cependant  trois  heures  pour  se  rendre  abord  de  It 
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Junon ;  cette  fr€gate  l*amena  sur  TOrient ;  on  sentit  la 
necessite  d'agir  promptcment,  soit  pour  arracher  Albx- 
andrie  aux  Anglais,  soit  pour  mettrc  notre  escadre  a 
couvert  d*un  combat  qui  cut  ete  tres-inegal  dans  le  des- 
ordre  d'un  premier  mouillage  sur  un  fond  inconnu. 

La  flotte  Anglaise  a  joue  de  malheur»  elle  nous  a 
manque  sous  la  Sardaigne,  elle  a  manqu6  ensuite  le 
convoi  de  Civita  Vecchia,  compose  de  57  batimcnts,  et 
portant  7000  hommes  d'ltalie.  Elle  n'est  arrivee  devant 
Malte  que  cinq  jours,  apres  que  nous  avons  quitte  cette 
He ;  elle  est  arrivee  devant  Alexandrie  deux  jours  trop 
tot  pour  nous  y  ren'contrer.  II  est  a  presumer  qu'elle 
est  montee  jusqu'a  Alexandrette,  croyant  que  c'est  la 
que  doit  s'operer  le  debarquement  pour  la  conquete 
de  rinde.  Nous  la'  verrons  enfin,  mats  nous  sommes 
mouilles  de  maniere  a  tenir  tete  a  une  flotte  double  a 
la  notre. 

Telle  a  6te  pourtant  la  position  critique  ou  nous  nous 
sommes  trouves  le  13  au  matin,  que  quelque  prompt 
que  fiit  le  debarquement,  nous  pouvions  etre  surpris  par 
les  Anglais  au  milieu  de  I'operation.  Aussi  des  quatre 
heures  du  soir,  le  General  en  Chef  £toit-il  sur  une  ga- 
lere  avec  son  Etat-Major,  environne  des  cauots  et  cha- 
loupes  des  batiments  qui  avoient  envoyes  des  detache- 
mens  pour  la  descente^ 

Le  14  au  matin,  le  debarquement  s'est  opere  sur  le 
fort  appelle  Le  Marabou,  a  deux  lieues  a  I'ouest  d'Alex- 
andrie.  Point  de  resistance  1  pas  un  canon  au  Marabou ! 
La  troupe  s*achemine  par  pelotons  vers  la  ville ;  les 
traineurs  ou  ceux  qui  s'ecartent,  sont  attaques  par  des 
partis  d'Arabes,  et  de  quelques  Mamelouks  qui  voltigent 
fa  et  la.  II  y  a  des  combats  particuliers  ou  npus  per- 
dons  quelques  hommes*    Arrives  a  la  ville,  nos  braves 
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iprouvent  de  la  resistance.  Des  canons  de  3  et  4  (et 
nous  n'en  avions  pas  encore)  des  carabines,  des  pierresy 
tout  annonce  la  resolution  de  se  defendre.  Le  Gen6ral 
Kleber  est  blesse  a  la  tete,  le  General  Menou  en  plu-> 
«ieurs  endroits.  Mais  a  onze  heures  nous  etions  maltres 
d'Alexandrie,  et  les  tirailleurs  qui  se  d^fendoient  par  lef 
fenStres  etofent  ou  caches  ou  tues.  Les  Mamelouks  e» 
une  grande  quantite  d'Arabes  s'etoient  refugi6s  dans  l€ 
desert.  Restoit  une  partie  des  habitants  fort  etonnH 
qu'on  ne  leur  coupit  pas  le  cou,  et  lisant  avec  extase  I» 
proclamation  que  le  General  en  Chef  avoit  fait  imprimev 
en  Arabe,  et  que  vous  lirez  surement  dans  les  papiera 
publics. 

Cette  proclamation  a  donn6  lieu  a  deux  singularit^s 
remarqiiables.  La  veille  nous  avions  pris  quelquei 
Turcs  et  Arabes  que  nous  avions  retenus  a  bord;  II 
s*agissoit  de  calmer  leur  imagination  et  d*en  faire  det 
apotres.  Ce  fut  un  pretre  Maronite  de  Damas  (Ci&r/- 
tien  comme  nous)  qui  fut  charge  de  les  leur  lire  et  d'y 
faire  un  petit  conunentaire.  Quand  vous  verrez  la  pro- 
clamatioriy  vous  jugerez  comme  ce  r61e  lui  alloit. 

Le  jour  de  la  descente,  le  contre  Amiral  Turc,  qui 
etoit  dans  le  port  d'Alexandrie  avec  la  Caravelle  (gros 
vaisseau  du  Grand  Seigneur)  destine  a  percevoir  les 
tributs  de  Tarmee,  envoya  a  bord  de  TOrient  son  Capi- 
taine  de  Pavilion  dvec  un  present  de  deux  moutons^  pour 
s'informer  des  projets  de  I'armee  navale*;  on  lui  donna  a 
lire  la  prpclamation  y  il  s'en  excusa  sur  ce  qu'il  ne  savoit 
pas  lire  I'Arabe,  on  y  supplea.  Chaque  passage  qui  trai- 
toit  de  rinsolence  des  Mamelouks  le  faisoit  bondir  de 
joie.  II  demanda  des  proclamations- pour  la  r6pandre,  et 
assura  que  le  contre  Amiral  qui  representoit  le  Grand 
Seigneur^  donneroit  a  chacun  Tordte  de  bien  accueilli^ 
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ks  Fnififaii ;  enfin  il  se^retira  tiis<*8atisfait  apres  avoir 
prk  In  cafe  «t  blang^  la  confiture.  La  Caravelle  est 
eaoore  daoi  le  port  avec  son  Pavilion  de  commandement. 

Lc  i6^  je  descendis,  a  Alexandrie  avec  rAmiral ;  ce 
^ui  avoit  reste  d'habitants,  ainsi  que  les  Arabes  de  la 
caqipagne,  me  parurent  assex  bien  remis  de  leur  frayeur, 
€t  assex  confiants.  On  voyoit  dans  le  Bazar  (marche) 
des  moutonsy  des  pigeons,  du  tabac  a  fumer,  et  surtout 
force  barbiers  qui  mettent  la  tete  du  patient  entre  leur 
geaouK,  et  qui  semblent  plutot  prets  a  la  decoler,  qu^a 
lui  faire  sa  toilecte.  lis  ont  cependant  la  main  fort 
ISgisre.  Je  yk  aitssi  quelques  fenunes,  elles  sont  afiii* 
blees  de  long  vetemens  qui  cachent  absolument  leurs 
fotmeSy  et  qui  oe  laissent  decouvert  que  les  yeux,  a  peu 
pres  comme  les  babtllements  des  penitents  de  nos  pro* 
tiqoes  jneridionaks. 

Cette  ville  ou  Ton  dit  qu'il  reste  10,000  habitants  n*a 
da  Tancienne  Alexandrie  que  le  nom,  encore  les  Arabes 
i*appeUent41s  S^aneltriM,  Les  traces  de  son  enceinte 
annoocent  qu'eUe  dtoit  fort  grande  et  qu'elle  a  bien  pu 
contenif  les  300^000  ames  que  les  historiens  lui  donnent. 
Mais  le  deapotisme,  Tabrutisseiiiefit  qui  I'a  suivi,  et  enfin 
la  d^cdUverte  du  Cap  de  Boone  Esp6rance  I'ont  succesr 
MveoienC  r«duit  i  I'etait  nais^rable  ou  on  la  voit* 

C'cst  un  mas  de  ru!nes  ou  Ton  voit  telle  maison  b^tie 
de  ifoue  et  de  paiUe,  adoss^e  i  des  tron9ons  de  colonnes 
de  gnaitt«  Les  rues  n'y  sont  pas  pav^es:  Timage  de 
la  destniotion  reseort  bien  davantage  i  la  vue  de  deux 
monmpents  qui  seuls  out  traversA  intacts  les  siecles  qui 
ant  tout  ddvor^  autour  d'eux  Cost  la  colonne  de  Pom* 
pee  et  qui  a  ixi  {iev£e  par  Sfrere ;  je  ne  I'ai  vue  qu  a 
vne  certaine  distance,  mats  j'ai  vu  de  pres  et  mesurS  de 
rcDiL  i'4MUsqiit  apptn6€  raigmUe  de  Cl6opatre ;  elle 
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esl  d*«jie  seul^  fierre  de  granit  trts-biea  ctaitrviej 
elle  m'a  paru  avoor  72  pieds  de  hauteur,  7  a  sa  base,  et 
4  vers  Ic  soaunet ;  elle  est  surchargee  d'hierogUpbes  sur 
ses  quatre  faces.  On  voit  9a  et  la  qud^ucs  datiers, 
arbres  tristcs,  qui  ressemblent  assez  de  loin  au  pin,  d^nt 
la  tige  a  ete  depouilleejusques  ver^le  iommet, 

Tel  est  Tabord  de  cette  terre  dont  rint6rieur.ect  si 
fertile,  ct  qui  sous  un  gouvernement  eclaire  peut  voif 
renaltre  les  siecles  d'Alexandre  et  des  Ptolomees. 

Arrives  au  quartier  General  a  Textrimite  de  la  villc, 
nous  y  trouvames  un  inouvement,-  un  air  de  vie  qui  y 
itoit  inconnu  depuis  loagtems,  des  troupes  qui  debar- 
quoienty  d'autres  qui  se  tnctxoitnt  en  marche  pour  tra- 
verser le  desert  vers  Rosette.  Les  Generaux,  les  sol- 
dMs,  Its  Turcs,  les  Arabes,  les  chameaux,  tout  cela 
formoit  des  contrastes  qui  peignoient  au  naturel  la  Re- 
volution qui  alloit  changer  la  face  de  ce  pais. 

Au  milieu  de  cette  confusion  paroissoit  le  General  en 
Chef,  reglant  la  marche  des  trouper,  la  police  de  la 
ville,  les  precautions  sanetaires  contre  la  peste,  tra9ant 
de  nouvelles  fortifications,  co-ordonnantles  mouvements 
de  rarm6e  navale  avec  ceux  de  Tarmee  de  terre,  d6- 
pSchant  avcc  des  Arabes  soumis  des  proclamaticms  aux 
tribus  epouvantdes.  Un  grand  exemple  frappa  dans  ce 
moment ;  un  militaire  fut  amene  qui  avoit  enleve  un 
poignard  a  un  Arabe  paisible ;  le  fait  verifie  en  un  in- 
stant, le  militaire  fut  fusill6  sur  la  place. 

Aussi  des  le  lendemain  une  tribu  entiere  de  trois  mille 
Arabes  envoya-t-elle  au  General  en  Chef  des  deputea- 
qui  jucerent  avec  lui,  souspiines  de  VEnfeVy  amitie  entre 
les  deux  nations.  lis  ramenerent  des  prisojDniers  parmi 
ks  quels  il  se  trouva  une  femme,  ils  I'avoient  battues* 
Ceue  tribu  veut  fournii  des  sokb^  tout  armes,  d'autrea 
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imiteft)ilt  surcmcnt  cct  cxemplc.  Guerre  aux  Mame* 
louks !  paix  aux  AraVes !  tel  sera  le  cri  qui  grossira  nos 
armees  et  qui  balayera  devant  nous  les  oppresseurs  de 
cette  partie  du  monde. 

Je  suis  force  de  finir,  le  batiment  part.  Je  n'ai  pas 
relu  pour  voir  si  on  a  fidclemcnt  copie.  Supplccz  y. 
Adieu. 

Jaubert. 


TRANSLATION. 

VOrient,  off  Aboukir,  July  8. 

From  Jaubert,*  Commissary^  &c. 

XlBRE  we  are,  my  dear  Jaubert,  on  the  coasts  of  Egypt.^ 
Our  brave  troops  have  already  got  footing  in  its  territo- 
ries, and  every  thing  announces  that  ere  long  the  impro- 
vident despotism  of  the  Mameloucs,  and  the  apathy  of 
the  Egyptians,  will  be  succeeded  by  a  creative  govern- 
ment, and  by  a  spirit  of  emulation  hitherto  unknown  to 
its  inhabitants. 

We  are  masters  of  Alexandria.  On  our  march  wc 
seized  on  Aboukir  and  Rosetta,  and  are  consequently  in 
possession  of  one  of  the  principal  mouths  of  the  Nile. 

*  It  appears  from  the  next  letter,  which  is  under  the  same  sig- 
nature, and  which  the  reader  will  find  well  worthy  of  his  seriousjati. 
lention,  that  Jaubert  was  first  Commissary  to  the  fleet.  The  cover 
cf  this  letter  is  either  lost  or  mislaid,  but  it  was  probably  addressed 
to  his  brother,  one  of  the  Generals  of  the  French  «rmy  in  Italy. 
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Thou  mayst  trace  our  route  on  the  chart  to  Savary's 
Voyage,*  which  I  suppose  thou  hast  before  thee. 

At  six  in  the  morning  of  the  first  instant,  we  were 
within  six  leagues  of  Alexandria.  The  ^um  was  dis- 
patched to  the  port  with  a  letter  to  the  French  Con- 
sul.— This  was  the  ostensible  motive,  but  her  secret 
orders  were,  at  all  events,  to  bring  him  .and  all  the 
French  in  the  city  on  board  the  fleet.  Every  thing 
there  was  in  confusion.  A  French  invasion  had  been 
openly  talked  of  for  the  last  two  months,  and  measures 
taken  (as  measures  usually  an  taken  by  the  Turks)  to 
prevent  it.  The  appearance  of  an  English  squadron  of 
fourteen  sail  on  the  aSth  of  June,  and  which  the  Go- 
vernor obstinately  maintained  to  be  ours,  had  redoubled 
the  terrors  of  the  city,  and  rendered  the  situation  of  the 
French  residents  there,  more  and  more  critical.  The 
Consul,  however,  obtained  permission  to  go  on  board 
the  yuno^  .on  his  promise  to  return  in  three  hours  \  and 
the  frigate  directly  put  to  sea  with  him.    On  his  arrival 

•  In  tlie  uriginal  it  it  "  SavaTy\  or  some  otktr," — what  other 
Jaubert  might  allude  to  we  know  not,  nor,  perhaps,  the  writer 
himself;  but  cenainly  Savary's  is  good  for  nothing. 

It  is  this  man's  rhapsodical  and  delusive  panegyric  on  Egypt 
i^hich  appears  to  have  increased,  in  a  considerable  degree,  tlie 
#ld  bias  of  the  French  governiiieut  towards  the  seizure  of  that 
country ;  it  also  seems  to  be  the  only  Vade-Mtam  of  the  Saoans^ 
and  leaders  of  the  expedition,  who  appear  to  have  placed  an  im* 
plicit  confidence  in  it.  The  former^  at  least  as  far  as  we  know, 
have  not  made  any'advances  towards  a  recantation  of  their  cre- 
dulity; for,  as  the  gieat  PangloM  well  observed,  when  he  spat 
out  his  last  tooth  in  the  hospital,  "  it  dots  not  Ucome  a  phUdsopker 
to  change  his  opinions ;"  but  the  latter  have  loudly  and  frequently 
declared  their  sorrow  and  indignation  at  having  been  so  miserably 
irnil^ 
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on  board  the  VOrknif  the  necesaty  of  immediate  mca 
sures  became  apparent,  not  only  to  tmicipate  the  E<ig- 
Iish  in  getting  possession  of  Alexandria,  but  to  shelter 
our  fleet  from  an  engagement^  wHch  musr  be  evidently 
on  wi)equal  terms,  in  the  confusion  of  a  first  anchorage 
on  unknown  ground. 

The  English  fleet  has  played  with  ill  luck  on  i<s  side-— 
firsts  it  mbsed  us  on  the  codstof  Sardinia^;  next,  k 
missed  a  convoy  of  fifty-seven  sail  coming  from'CJvita 
Vecchia,  with  seven  thousand  troops  of  thef  army  of  Ita- 
ly  on  board. .  It  did  not  arjfive  it  Maka  till  five  days  after 
we  left  It ;  and  it  arrived  at  Alexandria  two  days  before 
we  reached  it !  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  h  is^  gone  to 
Alexandrettai  under  an  idea  that  the  army  is  to  be  dis- 
embarked there  for  the  conquest  of  India.  We  shall 
certainly  see  it  aft  last,  but  we  arc  now  moored  in  iiuch 
a  manner  as  to  bid  defiaace  to*  a  force  more  than  double 
our  own.  '   ; 

Sudi  f  however,  was  our  critical  situation  on  the  mom  - 
ing  of  the  ist,  that  in  spite  of  the  promptitude  with  which 
we  disembarked,  we  might  have  been  surprised  by  ftte 
English  in  the  midst  of  our  operations.  Apprehensive 
of  this,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  with  his  Staff,  was  in 
bis  galley  by  foiir  iti  the  afremoon,  surrounded  by  the 
^boats  and  shallops  of  the  diflFerent  vessels,  all  full  of 
tfoops,  and  ready  for  the  descent. 

Off  the  morning  of  the  2d,  a  landing  was  effected  at 
Marabou,  two  Icagjues  to  the  west  of  Alexandria— not 
the  slightest  resistance !  not  even  2  piece  of  canon  at 
Marabou  !  The  army  rfien  advanced  in  platoons  towards 
the  city  ;  the  stragglers',  and  those  who  taiarched  at  any 
distance  from  the  main  body,  were  attacked  by  panties 
«f  Arabs,  and  a  few  scattered  Mameloucs,  whQ  hovwe* 
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about  us.  There  were  also  a  few  partial  engagements^ 
in  which  we  lost  some  men.  On  our  arrival  the  eny 
tirance  of  our  brave  troops  was  opposed.  A  few  three 
or  four-pounders,  (observe,  that  we  had  no  artilleiy 
with  us)  carabines,  stones,  &c.  announced  a  resolution 
to  defend  the  city.  General  Kleber  was  wounded  in 
the  head,  and  General  Menou  in  divers  places ;  but  by 
elevcri  o'clock  we  were  in  possession  of  Alexandrian 
The  aukward  musquetry  which  attempted  a  defence  by 
fcring  from  the  windows,  all  hid  themselves,  or  were 
KUedi  The  Mameloucs,  and  a  vast  number  of  Arabs, 
took  refuge  in  the  desert.  The  few  inhabitants  who 
remained  were  exceedingly  astonished*  at  finding  we 
did  not  cut  their  throats,  and  read  with  transports  of, 
joy,  the  proclamation  t  which  the  Commander  in  Chief 
had  previously  printed  in  Arabic,  and  which  you  must 
long  before  this  have  seen  in  the  public  papers. 

This^ptfeolamation  has  giviin  birth  to  tWo  very  singu- 
lar circumstances.  The  evening  before,  we  had  seized 
a  few  Turks  and  Arabs,  arid  carried  them  on  board  the 
fleet.    The  question  was  to  calm  their  apprehensions, 

•■  Ttte  astomshmcfit  of  the  remaltiing  Alexandriites^  at  finding 
the  French  did  not  cut  their  threats,  inay  be  tolerably  well  ac- 
-  counted  for  (no  oficncc  to  Mons.  Jaubert's  sagadfy  1 )  by  a  slight 
perusal  of  Citizen  Boycr's  long  letter  to  hisfathcr,  (sec  No.  XXII.) 
After  an  indiscriminate  massacre  of  these  unoflfcnding  people  (uw- 
his  it  be  an'  offence  to  dispute  the  possession  of  their  lives  and 
propertksi  with  a  rapacious  and  blood-thirsty  horde  of  strangers) 
«•  for  a  space  of  four  hours  j"  the  trembling  snrviTors  might  rci- 
Mably  wwid^  « their  being  spared,  and  read  with  pleasure  (or, 
i#Mons.  Jaubcrt  will  hitc  H  so,  "  with  trans|i6rt«  of  joy/')  any 
«Mng  that  promised  a  temp6rary  cessation  of  the  wantwi  cruelties 
tf  their  hlvaders. 
t  Sec  the  Ami^iHy,  N^  K 
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andmajfec.iiiea),^/.  apo^ile^.  \A  Maronite -priest  from 
Damascus  (&  Chrhtiai^iike  ourselves)  was  ordered  to  read 
it  to  themf  and  to  comment  on  it  as  he  proceeded. 
When  yoH  cfonsider  the  proclamation, ♦'you  will  judg« 
how  weH  the  part  he  played  became  him ! 

The  day  we  landed^  rhc  Turkish  Vice  Admiral,  who 
was  in  the.pdrt  of  Alexandria,  with  the  Caraval  (a  larg« 
.vessel  belonging  to  the  Grand  Seigniiir),  destined  to 
collect  the  tribute  of  the  army,  sent  his  flag  officer  on 
board  the  V Orient  yf\\h  a  present  of  two  sheep,  and  an 
ord^r  ti^  inquire  into  the  destination  of  our  armament. 
We  gave  him  the  proclamation  to  read,  he  excused 

•  Jaubcrt  would  hav'e  made  no  bad  coadjutor  tp  Hebcrt,  the 
•riginal  Pcre^  du  Chine,  The  same  impiety,  the  same  disregard 
«f  decency,  and  the  same  readiness  to  adopt  every  prejudice  of 
tht  people  foj"  the  sake  of  turni^jg  them  to  the  J)urposes  of  piRage 
and  proscription  I      '  .     ]  . 

:  Hypocrisy  of  evefy  kind  is  b^d)  but  tlie  hypocrisy  of  Atheism 
'is  rooQstro^s  I  it  adds  cowardice  ;o  gijiU. 

Now  we  are  on  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention 
that.the  passage  before  us  puts  the  authenticity  of  Bonaparte's 
prbclamatioTi  out  of  diipute.  Oiir  readers  cannot  have  forgotten 
with  what  stiwdiness  the  Opposition  writers  (out  of  a  tender  re- 
gard, we  suppose,  for  the  pious  memory  of  their  favourite  Chief) 
Arst  maintained  that  it  was  fabricated  in  this  country,  and  then» 
when  it  appeared  in  France  mutilated  and  disguised — (as,  on  ac» 
count  of  Spain,  an  open  profession  of  Mahometnnism  is  nqt  yet, 
perhapi,  thought  prudent)^with  what  versatility  they  veered 
tTound,  at^  allowed  that  Bonaparte  had,  indeed,  published  a  pr9» 
cUmarion,  but  that  it  was  only  to  be  found  in  its  genuine  state  in 
the  French  papers. 

We  enter  into  no  cavils  with  these  gentlemen.  Our  translattpa 
is  uiade  from  a  faithful  rendering  of  the  original  Arabic,  by  th« 
Dragoman  of  our  Embassy  at  the  Port,  and  the  reader  whQ  turns 
to  it,  will  perfectly  comprehend  the  sneer  of  Jaubert  at  tbjp  part 
played  by  the  Maronite,  or  Christian  priest  I 
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hui»elf  opi^s  ignorance^  afk4  it  ^as  r^ad  t<^  l^m^  evtcy 
paragraph  that  toucb^oa  the  indolence  of  the  Mame- 
loucs  made  him  leap  wiUi  Joy.  ,:H4  ^^i^.fQjr  fiome  pro* 
dainatiotis  todi«p€jrse»  f^^as^o^ed^U^  tjl^at  the  Vice  Ad* 
miral,  whotep resented  the  pier«Of)Df  the  Grand  Seignior, 
would  give  a  general  orckr  for  the  friendly  reception  of 
the  French.  At  length,  after  drinking  a  cup  oi  qoffee 
and  eating  some  sweeta)eats»  he  retired  extremely;  w^^li 
satisfied.*  The  Caraval  is  still  in  tfet  port  with  the 
AdmiraVs  flag  flying. 

I  landed  at  Ale^^apdria  on  the  4th  with  the  Admiral* 
Those  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  remained,  as  welt  as 
the  Arabs  of  the  neighbourhood,  appeared  to  be  tole- 
rably well  recovered  from  their  fright*  and  in  a  way  of 
acquiring  a  little  confidenoc.  There  were  in  the  Bazar 
(market-place)  sheept  pigeons,  tobaccQ,  said  a  number 
of  barbers ;  who  place  the  head  of  their  customers  be- 
tween their  knees ;  and  who,  at  iint,  seeiifi  i^ther  pre- 
paring to  twist  their  necj^s  off, than. ro  shave  thjsm; 
they  have,  however,  a  very  Kght  hand,  and  go  throughf 
their  business  skilfully.  I  saw  >dso  some,  women  :  they 
were  muflled  up  in  Jong  vesttaaents,  wli^h  .left  nothing 
to  be  seen  but  the  -eyes ;  a  mode  of  dress  which  »put  me 
in  mind  of  the  penitents  of  our  southern  provinces. 

This  city,  which  is  still  said  to  contain  10,000  J^ha^ 
bitants,  has  nothing  of  the  ancient  Alexandria  but  the 
name — the  Arabs,  indeed,  call  it  Seandaria.    The  ruins 

*  Wc  have  given  Bonaparte's  address  to  the  Vice  Admiral  in 
the  Appendix ;  it  is  in  his  usual  style  of  insolence.  With  respect 
to  the  fiirce  played  onlmard  the  VOrient^  by  the  Tiii-kish  raesscn- 
gcr,  wc  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it ;  this,  however,  is  certain  at 
ait  events,  that  if  any  such  mummer)'  took  plac^  it  was  not  tJ^ 
Turk  that  was  duped  i>y  it  I     ' 
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of  its  fontter  eireult  annotmee  <hat  It  was  biiee  a  ofost' 
extensive  ^lace,  and  might  well  contain  the  3001060 
peqite  w4i{ch  hbtorians-ha^  gi^en  it.  But  the  despo- 
tism and  stupor  which  followed  that  period,  and  the  di^ 
covcry  of  the  route  to  India 4)y  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
have  successifelf  reduced  it  to  the  miserable  state  in 
which  Jt  now  lies. 

It  is  a  mere  heap  of  ruins,  where  you  see  a  paltry 
hovel  of  mud: and  straw  stuck  against  the  magnificent 
fragments  of  a  granite  column !  The  streets  arc  not 
paved.  This  image  of  desolation  is  rendered  the  mere 
striking  by  being  within  view  xyf  two  objects,  which 
*have  passed  uninjiired  through  the  lapse  of  ages  that  has 
devoured  every  thing  around  them.  One  is  what  is 
called  Pom pey's 'Column,  but  which  was  raised  by^- 
vef us ;  this  I  have  only  ^sccn  at  a  distance :  the  ot4>€i>, 
which,  is  caHed  Cleopatra's  Needle,  I  have  exai«fin<k! 
dosely.  It  is  ail  obelisk  formed  of  a  single  pt^e  of 
granile,  et^ofiedingly  well  preserved.  As  far  as  I  could 
Judge  from  my  eye,  it  is  about  72  of  bur  feet  in  height,* 
7  feet  square  at  the  base,  and  4  towards  the  summit ;  It 
is  covered  with  krieroglyphics  on  every  side.  A  fcrw 
date-trees  are  scattered  here  and  there  about  the  coun- 
try. It  is  a  melancholy  lookin^'tree,  which,  at  a  dis-^ 
tanccf,  bears  some  resemblance  to  a  fir  that  has  been 
Stript  of  ail  Its  branches  to  the  top. 
•-Such  is  the  coast  of  this  country,  so  fertile  in  the  in- 
terior !  and  which,  under  an  enlightened  governnient, 
might  see  once  more  revived  the  age  of  Alexander  an^ 
the  Ptolemies. 

Arrived  at  head  quartjcrs,  which  are  fixed  oe^r  tb^ 
northern  extremity  of  the  city,  we  found  an  activ*t)r,  aa 
appearance  of  life  which  we  had  njot  been  used  to  for  a 
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long  time :  some  of  the  troops  disemblrldng,  others 
reparing  for  their  march  gcro^s  the  desert  to  Rosette— ^ 
Generals,  soldiers,  Turks,  Arabs,,  camels — ^11  togefhef 
formed  a  contrast  which  presented  ^  very  lively  picture 
of  the  Revolution  ♦  which  was  aliout  to  change  the  face 
of  the  country. 

In  the  midst  of  this  confusion  appeared  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  regulating  the  march  of  the  army, 
the  police  of  the  city,  and  the  precautions  to  be  takeit 
against  the  plague ; — tracing  out  new  fortifications,  com- 
bining the  operations  of  the  fleet  with  those  pf  the  ar- 
my, and  expediting,  in  conjunction  \irith  the  Arabs  who 
had  submitted,  proclamations  to  the  tribes  who  had 
taken  the  alarm.  A  most  striking  example  was  made  at 
this  instant :  a  soldier  was  brought  in,  who  had  stolen 
a  poignard  ftom  a  friendly  Arab ;  the  fact  was  as- 
certained, and  the  culprit  was  instantly  shot  on  the 
spot. 

In  consequence  of  this,  an  entire  tribe  of  Arabs,  con- 
$isting  of  3000,  sent  deputies  the  next  day  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  to  swear  a  lasting  friendship  between 
the  two  nations,  under  pain  of  damnation !  They  brought 
with  them  some  prisoners,  among  whom  was  one  of 
our  women,  whom  they  had  beaten.  This  tribe  will 
furnish  us  with  armed  soldiers ;  others  will  assuredly 
imitate  their  example.  War  with  the  Mameloucs, 
peace  with  the  Arabs !  such  is  the  cry  which  will  swell 

♦  This  is  no  bad  picture  of  the  restless  spirit  of  these  people. 
Whether  abroad  or  at  home,  their  expectations  are  the  sairie.  In 
every  chance-medley  they  discover  the  destruction  of  empires  j 
and  a  confusion  of  any  kind  (tliough  but  of  men  and  camels,}  is 
to  tlicra  the  certain  pledge  of  approaching  rcvoluticnbl 
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our  armieSy  and  sweep  before  us  the  oppressors  of  this 
part  of  the  world. 

I  am  obliged  to  break  off— the  vessel  is  going,  I 
have  not  time  to  read  it  over,  to  see  if  it  be  correctly 
copied ;  this  must  be  my  excuse, 

Adieu- 

Jaubert, 
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No.  III. 

En  Radi  iPJioukir,  le  21  Messidon 

^Pcur  vous  tad.) 

Au  General  Bmix. 

J  B  vous  rends  ua  compte  administratif  par  ma  Icttre  dc 
ce  jour,  raon  cher  Bruix  ;  je  depose  ma  circonspection 
ordonnatrice  pour  vous  parler  de  notre  position  dans  ce 
pais.  II  n'y  aura  pas  d'ordre  dans  ma  Icttre,  parce  que 
je  suis  continuellement  distrait  par  les  demandes  reite- 
rees  que  vous  savez  qu'on  n'epargne  pas  au  moutllage^ 
ct  que  d'ailleurs  le  batiment  courier  est  prct  a  partin 

En  general  les  ofliciers  de  terr«  et  de  mer  se  sont 
quitt6s  froidement.  L'entassement  ou  Ton  etoit  pour 
les  logements,  et  la  maigrepr  des  tables  devoiept  neccs- 
sairement  produire  ces  efFets. 

Tous  les  ordres  un  peu  importans  ont  dans  le  Com- 
mencement ete  donn6s  parje  General  en  Chef,. par  la 
suite  le  Chef  de  TEtat-Major  Berthier  les  transmettoit  k 
rAmiral.  Ceux.poujr.  la  descente'soit  a  Maltc  soit  a. 
Alexandrie  ont  ete  donncf  le  premier  le  jour  meme^ 
*  Tautre  deux  jours  aupa^avant,.  fVous  $avez  quelle  dif*: 
fierence  il  y  a  enire  les  preparatifs  de  mer  et  ceux  de. 
terre:  m^is  telle  est  la  raethodfiidu  General  en  Chef, 
ct  tout  a  parfaitement  re^s$i. 

Maltc  est  sans  approvisionnemcns,  avec  tres-peu  d'ar- 
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gent,  ct  une  vente  necessairement  eloignee  de  biens  na- 
tionaux.  Une  immense  population  y  etait  nourrie  par 
Tordre.  Lcssecours  de  France  he  seront  pas,  je  rimaginc, 
abondants ;  ccux  d*Egypte  ne  sont  pas  prets  d'etre  rea- 
lises ;  c'est  pourtant  un  point  militaire  bien  interessant. 

Cinq  ou  six  jours  avlnt  notre  arrivec,  la  petite  avoit 
c^asc  a  Alexaodric.  D.  y  avoit  povrtant  au  Port  Neuf 
un  bailment  qui  en  etoit  infecte  ;  et  d*ou  quelques  ma- 
rins  s*etoient  echapp^  dans  la  ville*  1 1  n'est  pas  arrive 
d*accident  ;  d'ailleurs  vous  savez  que  dans  la  grande 
chaleur  la  peste  n 'a.  plus  de  prise  tn  Egypte. 

Vous  rircz,  peut-etre,  vous  autres  Parisiens  de  la  pror 
clamation  Mahom^tane  du  Genera!  en  Chef;  ll  a  passi 
par  dessus  les  Lazzi,  ct  ellc  produira  un  ires-grand  effet. 
Vous  vous  rappellez  Oelui  produit  par  le  crl  miigiqgc, 
iwrre  aux  ChitiauXj  faix  aux  Cabanes,  Le  General 
en  Chef  arrivefa  an  Caire  avec  une  grande  armee — 
^  Huus  les  divisions  fcront  le  reste. 

Quand  Tofficier  et  le  sold  A  virent  Alexandrie  ct  ^es 
desert,  qui  Tenvifonnent,  ils  fureni  frappes  de  stupcur. 
Bonaparte  a  tout  Tariim6; 

Les  Arabes  et  les  Manieloucs  ont  traite  quelques  uns 
denos  prisonniers  comme  Socrate,  dit-on,  Alciblade.  If 
falloit  perlr  o«  y  parser :  un  grenadier  s*est  fait  tuer. 
lis  n'4voJe«t  que  battu  les  femmes  qu'fls  noti's  avolent' 
prises^  -"  *  '  '"'  *    "'^"' 

te|)ort  d'Alexandrie  e^it  nul  ew  a5)pfbviiiottnimeiis  ^ 
mariiimee,  nul  eft  ^tabltesemens.    La  con'quetfe  prfcsenlc 
phi^  de  le^ources,  wva^S  on  en  tirera  par  la  suite  un  irri- 
mense  parti.    Alexandre  fit  tout  dans  uri  an.'  '  ^^ 

.  II  dsi  encore  incertain  si  dcs  vaisscaux  de  74peuv'eht^ 
y  entrer.  Deux  Venitiens  de  64  y  sont.  On  parldjt^de' 
faire  dc<;harger  rartiikrie  poor  y  6ntter :   mars  qii'y 
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auri6ns  nous  fak  ?  et  quand  et  comment  serious  nous 
sortis  ? 

Nous  soofimcs  au  mouillage  d'Aboukir,  a  5  lieues  Est 
d'Alexandjric,  assez  bon  pour  Tete.  II  est  intenablc  en 
hyver.  Les  Anglois,  (ils  ont  14  vaisseaux  et  nous  13 
dont  troiis  foibles,}  sont  dans  nos  parages ;  nous  les  atten- 
dons  J  Topinion  generalc  etpit  (mais  aussi  pouv^it-il  y 
emrer  quelque  sentiment  personnel),  qu'aussitot  le  de- 
barquement  opcre,;nous  aurions  du  partir  pour  Corfou, 
ou  nous  aurions  ete  rallies  par  nos  vj^isscaux  cje  IVJalte^ 
de  Toulon,  et  d'Ancone  pour  etre  prets  i  tout.  Le  Ge- 
neral en  a  decide  autrement.  Le  bonheur  qui  accom- 
pagne  ses  operations  suivja  aussi  celle-ci.  Au  reste  nous 
sommes  id  sous  le  vent  du  fatalisme^  et  son  Souffle 
ebranle  un  peu  mcs  principcs. 

Comme  les  hommes  sont  impr^oyans  dans  les  voeux 
qu*ils  forment!  j'avois  quelque  velleitl  de  rcster  Ordon- 
nateur  quelque  terns  a  Malte:  mais  quand  j*ai  vu  qu'au 
moins  la  premiere  aon^e  ce  port  ne  recevroit  ni  de 
France,  ni  d'Egypte  ^cun  eccours  qui  en  rendit  le  se- 
jour  supportable ;  qu'unc  population  npmbreusc  soj^fl[f i- 
roit  au  moins  pendant  un  terns  les.douleurs  du  passage 
d'une  organisation  mauvaise,  sans  doute,  mais  stable,  i, 
une  organisation  tout?  difFerente  ; — Je  me  sui&  cjit  j 
**  qu'une  autre  soh  temoirj  de  c^s  angoisses,  et  rcser- 
vons  nos  vcsux  ppiir  Alex^ndrie.**  La,  j*ai  jeu  tout  a 
faire,  tout  i  souflrir,  et  du  climat  et  des  hommes,  et  je 
me  suis  accroche  plus  fortcment  que  j.^mais  ^  r^p-piee 
navale,  decide  a  suiio^  /ses  de^i)ee«.  J '41  souvent  j«lte. 
les  yeux  vers  la  France,  vers  mes  amis,  mass  je  u'ai  pa«- 
regrette  un  seul  instant  les  sacrifices  que  j*ai  faits. 

Adieu,  mon  chcr  Bruix,  soyez  hcureux,  reaiiscz  vos 
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voenx  pour  la  restaursition  de  la  marine.    Recevez^Ies 
assurances  de  men  tcndrc  et  eternel  attachemcnt. 

Jauqext.. 

Permettez  que  Madame  Bruix,  ct  Mademoiselle 
Therese  trouvent  ici  mes  hommages  respectueux. 

Je  ne  vous  fais  pas  la  relation  de  la  prise  d'Alcxan- 
dric.  Je  charge  Forestier  de  vous  lire  les  lettres  que  jlf 
lui  ecris. 

Comme  il  y  a  beaucoup  d*indiscrction  dans  cette  lettrc, 
vous  me  ferez  plaisir  de  la  bruler  apres  Tavoir  lue.    , 


TRANSLATION. 

{For your  own  privaie  reading.) 

At  anchor  offAboukir,  "July  9.* 

•  To  General  Bruix,  Minister  if  the  Marine^  IJc. 

In  my  letter  of  this  day's  date^  my  dear  Bruix,  you. 
will  find  my  official  accompts.  In  this  I  shall  venture 
to  lay  aside  my  commissarial  caution,  and  speak  to  you 
unreservedly  on   our   real   situation    in.. this  <;puntry.. 

•  This  is  the  letter  to  which  we  particularly  v/ishcd  to  call  the 
reader's  attention.  It  owes,  as  he  will  sec,  its  superior  fntercst 
fO  the  great  degree  of  intimacy  subsisting  between  Jauhort  and 
the  first  minister  of  the  marine^  and  ivhich  allowed  him  to  speak 
out|  without  hazarding  a  voyage  to  Cayenne.     . 
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There  will  be  no  connection  in  my  letter;  first, 
because  I  have  my  attention  called  off  every  moment 
by  the  repeated  appKcations  which,  as  you  well  know, 
Are  never- sparingly  made  by  a  fleet  at  anchor;  and 
secondly,  because  the  vessel  which  carries  the  dispatches 
is  under  weigh. 

Generally  speaking,  the  land  and  «ca  officers  took  their 
leaves  of  each  other  in  a  very  cold  manner.  The  way 
ill  which  they  were  all  crowded  together  for  want  of 
rix>m,  and  the  scanty  allowiince  to  which  they  were 
confined,  account  for  it  naturally  enough.* 

•  We  have  before  iis  an  official  letter  from  Jaubert  to  Bruix, 
dated  on  board  the  TOrient  the  4th  of  July,  The  letter  in  g«^ 
neral  is  not  sufficieatly  interesting  to  be  laid  before  the  public, 
(Hit  the  concluding  paragraph  throws  some  light  on  this  passage. 

«•  Deux  cents  quatre-vingt-trcize  bitiments  composoient  les 
**  convoit  de  Toulon,  Marseille,  G^nes,  Ajaccio,  et  Civita  Ve» 
♦•  chiaf  lis  ^toient  arm^s  dfenviron  4f5oo  honnnes,  et  portoient 
••  outre  rartillerie  destin^  pour  Vaxmit  dc  terrc,  22,000  homines 
••  et  r,2oo  chevaux." 

••  The  transports  from  Toulon,  Marseilles,  Genoa,  Ajaccio, 
^  and  Civita  Vecchia  amounted  in  all  to  293  sail ;  they  wers 
**  manned  with  about  4^500  men ;  and  had  on  board,  besides  the 
•*  artillery,  22,000  land  forces,  and  1,200  horses." 

Now  it  appears  from  a  variety  of  documents  that  the  number 
tmbaiicrd  from  France  and  Italy,  was  about  40,000  (not  picked 
regiments  and  companies,  but)  picked  men.  If  we  now  allow 
5000  for  the  garrison  of  Malta,  and  tor  casualties  on  the  voyage, 
we  shall  find  the  number  of  troops  distributed  on  board  the  ships 
of  war,  to  be  something  above  11,000— if  to  these  we  add  the 
staff  of  the  whole  army,  we  shall  be  able,  as  Jaubert  says,  to  ac- 
count  naturally  enough,  for  the  coldness  between  the  land  and 
tea  oflkers,  who  had  been  thus  packed  together  for  near  three 
months. 

It  appears  from  Boyer's  lilt  (No. 32.  )f  ^hich  we  know  to  be  per. 
ftctly  correct,  that  the  ihipc  of  war  consisted  of  15  tidl  of  the  Une, 
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All  ardepi  of  zxsy^  consequence  were  at  first  given 
eat  by  the  GomwialBder  in  Chief ;  htterly  thte  Admi- 
ral has  received  them  from  Berthier,  the  head  of  the 
staff.*  That  for  our  landing  at  Malta  was  issued  on 
the  Very  day  of  our  disembarkation.  Two  days  only 
were  allowed  at  Alexandria.  The  immense  difference 
between  land  and  sea  operations  can  be  no  secret  to 
you ;  but  such  is  the  General's  way  of  doing  things ! 
As  it  is>  every  thing  has  completely  succeeded;  • 

14  frigates,  and  several  corvettes,  and  smaller  vessels.  It  may  not 
be  improper  in  this  place  to  mention  their  fate  — Of  the  15  sail 
of  the  line,  i  r  were  taken  and  destroyed  by  Lord  Nelson,  two 
made  their  escape  to  Corfou  and*  Malta)  and  twQ  are  still  in  the 
Old  Port  of  Alexandria,— -Of  the  14  frigates,  two  were  destroyed 
in  the  great  engagemeot,  one  taken  by  the  Turks,  anotiier^  (the  ' 
Sensible)  by  our  cruizers,  niRe  are  at  this  moment  in  the  port 
of  Alexandria,  and  one  is  unaccounted  for,— most  probably  it  is 
Stopped  in  one  of  the  Turkish  ports.— Of  the  smaller  vesselsj 
some  have  been  destroyed,  and  some  t«dcen. 

It  is  a  pleasing  circumstance,  however,  to  consider,  that  of  ali 
this  vast  armamenty  the  greatest)  as  Boyer  says,  that  ever  ap- 
peared in- the  Mediterranean  (see  his  Letter,  No.  22.)  not  onehA^ 
yet  reached  France;  and  we  shall  be  much  mistaken  indeed  if 
ONE  EVKR  DOBS  I  Tl)e  French  may  amuse  themselves  as  much 
as  they  please,  and  the  Jacobins  of  this  country  may  follow  them, 
in  speculating  to  what  fortunate  empire  the  fleet  will  next  convey 
the  blessings  of  liberty.-^The  blessings  we  know  to  be  immense ; 
but — the  fleet  wUl  never  l^ve  Alexandria ! 

•  This  seems  to  shew  a  kind  of  contempt  for  Brueys.  Hovr  it 
osiginated  we  know  not,  but  most  probably  in  the  ignorance  and 
presiunption  of  Bonaparte,  who,  accustomed  to  have  his  com- 
mands carried  inta  instant  exccution>  ooukl  not  always  bnx^  the 
delays  occasionedby  the  nature  of  the  sea  service,  and  which  his 
inexperience  in  these  matters  mi^ht  sometimes  lead  hiia  to  at« 
tribute  to  a  want  of  zeal'Or  kqoivledfe  in  the  Admirai* 

i^ei  kflttence  ^  Bonaparte  in  Fnuioe'iaf  strongly  mukfidiiit 
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Malta  is  trhbout  m  supply  of  provisions-^wifh  very  I?nlef 
money-^ai  sale  of  national  property  that  cannot  possibly 
takc^  place  fdr  softie  time — and  an  immense  population, 
which  was  wholly  supported  by  the  Order .♦  The  sup- 
plies from  FrafOGe  will  not,  I  imagine,  be  very  abun- 
dant ;  ^ose  from  Egypt  ar^  not  yet  in  a  state  of  foi*- 
wardne^ ;— ami  yet  the  possession  of  the  {^jpnd,  in  a  mU 
litery  point  of  view,  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  plague  ceased  at  Alexandria  only  five  or  sjx  days 
before  our  arrival.  There  was,  however>  in  the  New 
Port,  a  vessel  that  had  it  on  board :  some  of  the  creW" 
had  landed  and  gone  into  the  city  ;  but  we  heard  of  nor 
acddent  tJlat  had  happened  fronr  it ;  and  besides,*  it  is 
well  kttown,  that  iff  fh«  great  hearts,  the  plague  is  no 
longer  rnfecttoBTsr.  You  will  hugh  outright,  perhaps, 
you  witlings  of  Paris,  at  the  Mahometan  proclamation  t 
of  the  Commander  in  Chiefl     He  is  proof,,  however, 

this  paragra{)h.  Jaiibert  undoubtedly  thinks  him  wrong,  and  yet 
in  a  confidentiai  letter  written  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  the 
friend  and'  patrort  of  Brueys,  he  scarcely  dares  to  breathe  a  doubt 
€f  his  infallibih'ty. 

•  Here  is  a  pretty  specimen  of  the  favours  conferred  by  tliese 
propagandists  oT  liberty,  kc.  on  the  pcof  of  Malta — the  coostant 
object^  as  we  all  know,  and  as  we  have  all  been  told  a  thousand 
times,  of  th«ir  peculiar  protection  and  regard !  They  were  wholly 
supported,  as  JauBen  tVuly  says,  by  the  Order ;  yet  the  French 
abolish  that  order,  seize  all  its  property  to  themselves,  and  Jeave 
the  }xx)r  inhabitants,  Tike  the  canons  of  Boileau,  '<  eperdus  el  be* 
nii,"^  free,  as  they  arc  pleased  to  call  it,  and  starving!,  It  is  some 

consolation,  however,  to  find  thai  the  Maltese  a^e  not  wholly  in- 

sensTBle  of  the  kindness. 

f  The  widings  of  London  (the  Morning  Chronide,  the  Cou- 

rkf,  and  the  other  Jacobin  papers)  did  better ;  they  denied  its  au- 

thcnttcky,  and  substituted  in  its  place  a  proclasaatioD  £eibricated, 

for  the  purpose  by  the  Directory. 
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against  all  your  raillery  ;  an<f  the  thing  itself  will  cer- 
tainly produce  a  most  surprising  eiFect.  You  recollect 
that  produced  by  the  magic  cry  of  Guerrc  aux  cha- 
teaux, PAIX  AUX  CABANES.* 

The  Commander  in  Chief  will  march  to  the  attack 
of  Cairo  with  the  grand  army ;  the  divf^ons  will  do  the 
rest.  When  the  army  first  got  si^hi  of  Alexandria,  and 
the  deserts  which  surround  it,  both  officers  and  men  were 

•  "  WAR  TO  palaces!  Peacb  TO  COTTAGES !"— It  IS  for- 
tunate for  mankind  that  the  French  in  the  wantonness  of  success 
sometimes  put  off  the  mask,  and  discover  the  features  of  the 
Revolution  in  all  their  deformity  I  This  "  magic  cry"  (as  it  is 
truly  called)  has  set  one  part  of  Europe  against  the  other.  It  hat 
furnished  a  topic  for  declamation  ^  the  cold-blooded  philoso- 
phists  of  every  country ;  who,  from  their  closets,  have  propagated 
the  destructive  war-hoop  from*nation  to  nation,  with  all  the  en  • 
tluisiasm  of  demons.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell  the  people  that  the 
ftjl  of  one  involved  that  of  the  other.  They  were  long  governed 
more  by  words  than  by  facts ;  and  it  was  not  till  they  saw  them- 
selves surrounded  by  the  ruins  of  iheir  smoking  ♦•  cottages," 
while  **  palaces"  frequently  remained  uninjured,  that  they  began 
to  awake  from  their  dream  of  inviolability,  and  curse  at  once  the 
authors  of  their  delusion,  and  the  agents  of  their  destruction. 

The  poor  in  every  country  which  the  French  hav^  reached,  have 
been  the  chief  sufferers  j  and,  in  consequence  of  it,  among  the 
foremost  to  retaliate  on  their  oppressors.  Jourdan's  grand  army 
was  nearly  annihilated  by  them  In  its  flight,  and  Belgium  anU 
Italy,  and  Switzerland  which  has  no  **  palaces^"  arc  at  this  mo- 
ment filled  with  an  injured  peasantry,  breathing  •*  curses  not 
loud  but  deep,"  and  cutting  off  in  secresy  and  silence,  whole  ar- 
mies pf  their  wanton  and  hypocritical  destroyers. 

The  «•  ma^cry"  thank  Heaven  I  lias  lost  its  power  to  charm, 
and  now  remains  a  mere  vox  et  prctterca  niAil,  serving  only  to  re- 
mind its  profli^te  employers  of  the  mischief  it  once  wrought, 
and,  as  in  the  instance  before  us,  to  furnish  an  iinfeelingallu- 
non,  or  a  witticism. 
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itruck  with  consternation*    Bonaparte  has  revived  thelf 
^irits. 

The  Jport  of  Alexandria  is  absolutely  destitute  of 
means,  cither  for  victualling  or  refitting  a  single  ship. 
But  the  conc^uest  will  soon  enable  us  to  draw  immense 
advantages  from  it.    Alexander  did  eVeiy  thing  in  a  - 
year! 

The  Arabs  and  the  Mameloucs  nave  treated  some  of 
our  prisoners  as  Socrates  is  said  to  have  treated  Aid- 
blades.  There  was  no  alternative  but  death  or  submis^ 
sion ;— one  of  our  grenadiers  chose  the  foliner.  Thejr 
took  some  of  our  women  too :  but  they  only  beat  them ! 

It  is  not  yet  certain  whether  our  seventy-fours  can 
gpt  into  the  port.  The  two  Venetian  sixty-fours  are 
already  there.  There  was  a  talk  of  gettmg  out  our  guns 
to  enable  us  to  enter.  But  in  that  case»  what  should  we 
do  there,  and  when  and  how  should  ^e  get  out  again  i 

We  arc  now  moored  at  Aboukir,  about  fiVe  leagues 
to  the  east  of  Alexandria-^the  road  is  well  enough  in 
sunimer ;  but  in  winter  quite  untenable.  The  English 
are  in  our  nei^bourhood.  They  have  fourteen  sail,  and 
we  thirteen,  of  which  three  are  rather  out  of  condition* 
We  are  In  expectation  of  them.  The  general  opinion 
(but  this  might  be  influenced  in  some  degree  by  personal 
considerations)  was,  that  as  soon  as  the  debarkation  was 
sffected,  we  should  have  sailed  for  Corfou  ;  where  we 
were  to  be  reinforced  by  the  ships  from  Malta>  Toulon^ 
and  Ancona,  and  tht»  prepared  for  all  events.    Thk 

GiNERAL  HAS  DECIDED  IT  OTHERWISE.*  Thegood 

*  If  (which  is  hur  from  being  the  case,)  we  had  any  respea  for 
tbe  moral  duuacter  of  General  Bonaparte^  we  should  feel  a  con* 
aiderible  d^ree  of  uneasiness  at  this  passage  'Oiitf  of  the  most 
anportaot  in  the  whole  correspondeact.    It  prtTcs  him  t»  bt « 
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fortune  which  attends  all  his  operationsi  willnct  fail  16 
follow  this: — for  the  rest — we  are  under  the  gale  of 
htsSism,  and  its  breath  shakes  my  principles  a  little. 

base,  and  cowardly^  and  faithless  calumniator  of  a  braTC  inaa» 
whose  only  crime  was  too  strict  an  obedience  to  his  own  orders* 
*-But  to  the  proofs. 

In  the  General's  official  letter  to  the  Directory,  of  which  they 
have  somehow  or  other  obta^ed  a  duplicate— (for  the  original  is  in 
our  possession}— he  says,  "  that  to  the  a4th  of  July  he  believed 
«*  that  the  Admiral  had  either  sailed  for  Corfou,  or  entered  tht 
^*  port  of  Alexandria." 

Both  these  assertions  are  false,  and  the  tatter  of  them  is  in^« 
mously  so.  We  have  a  letter  of  Bonaparte's  written  more  than  a 
fortnight  before  the  time  he  mentions,  and  in  this  he  expressly 
says,  that  <<  on  account  of  a  part  of  the  channel  which  has  no 
«*  more  than  five  fathoms  of  water,  the  seventy- fours  cannot  en« 
«« tcr  the  port.''     , 

**  I  then,"  continues  he— (we  must  premise  that  we  take  our 
translation  from  .the  CourUr^  a  paltry  paper,  but  of  sufficient  au- 
thority in  the  present  case,) — "  I  then"  (that  is  on  the  a7th) 
««  wrote  to  him  again,  that  he  must  not  lose  an  hour,  but  either 
**  enter  the  port  of  Alexandria,  or  return  to  Corfou."  This  too  h 
ft  falsehood  \  iot  we  have  the  very  letter  (see  No;  Vni.},  md  it 
does  not  say  a  syUable  of  either :  it  mentioDS,  as  our  readers  wiH 
see,  the  General's  hopes  that  Brucys  was  then  in  the  port  i  bitt 
it  mentions  also,  that  he  was-  to  take  no  step  (much  less  to  sail 
for  Corfou)  without  further  orders. 

<*  On  the  29 th  he  wrote  to  me  that  he  had  found  a  passajge  for 
**  entering  the  port  of  Alexandria.  "•^This  we  cannot  contradict 
of  course,  but  we  have  every  reason  fbr.believing  It  as  unfoanded 
ms  the  rest,  aod  merely  inserted  tq  excuse  bit  detentton  of  the 
iect. 

<<  It  seemed  to  me  that  Admiral  Brueys  was  unwilling  to  re* 
'<'  turn  to  Corfou  before  he  had  ascertained  the  practicabiiity  of 
.♦*  entering  Alctoidria."— How  little  must  the  "  Hero  of  Italy" 
have  looked  in  his  own  eyes  when  he  penned  this  senience  1  It 
appears  not  only  irvm  Jaubert't  letter^  but  fipom  a  tbousand  coa* 
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How  deficient,  Iri  foi^^sight  are  we  all  in  the  wishes 
which  we  form  f  *  I  hid  half  an  inclination  to  remain 
Commissarf  for  Sdtilfe  tiifte  at  Malta  ;  but  when  I  saw 
that;  for  the  first  year  at  leas^,  that  port  could  neither  re* 
ceive  from  France  nor  from  Egpy t  such  supplies  as 
would  render  a  residence  there  tolerable,  and  that  a  nu- 
merous population  would  suffer,  at  least,  for  a  time,  the 
agonies  of  passing  froiti  an  organization,  imperfect  with- 
out doubt,  but  long  established,  to  one  differing  from  it  in 

curring  circumstances,  that  the  sole  wish  of  Brueys  was,  and  had 
been  from  the  moment  the  debarkation  was  effected,  to  return  to 
Corfou  5  that  he  had  been  long  convinced  that  the  port  of  Alex- 
andria could  not  receive  him,  though  he  continued  his  examina- 
tion of  its  entrance  $  and  that  he  was  detained  against  his  will  oq 
the  coast  of  £gypt,  by  the  express  and  positive  command  of  the 
General  himself.  » 

On  the  other  hand,  it  appears,  that  General  Bonaparte  was 
te  far  from  ordering  the  fleet  to  Corfou,  that  he  had  actually 
written  for  the  three  Venetian  ^\p$  which  remained  at  Ancona^ 
(in  the  neighbourhood,  as  it  were,  of  Corfou),  to  come  and  join 
Admiral  Brueys  at  Aboukir.  Thiff  fact  we.hate  ia  his  letter  of 
the  6th  of  July. — "  J'aurois  bosoin  que  vous  (that  b  the  Direc-* 
•*  tory  to  whom  he  writes,)  m'envoyassiez  le  plutdt  possible,  les 
**  trois  vaisseaux  Venitieos  qui  sont  i  Toulon;  J'etwerrai  cher- 
*<  cher  les  trois  qui  sont  i  Ancone."— ^<  )f  in  this  calaliutoiM 
<^  event  Ac  was  to  lfIame,"^'9bBkmc\  shame  I— he  hat  ccpiaie4 
••  his  fiuiltji  by  a  glorious  death.'*— 

.  '  '  1  ■!'■  ,  "  the  graciQi^s  Duocan  • 

Was  pitied  of  Macbeth— marry,  H|t  WAt  dbad* 

The  rjcmaiflder  of  the  letter  we  shall  not  notice*  aor,  indeed^ 
is  it  )vortii  it.  Such  as  it  i^  however,  it  has  furnishod  his  Jaco» 
bin  admirers  'm  th^  .country  with  fresh  prools  of  lus  verachy, 
wi^om,  and  we  know  not  what^  at  the  expeAcc  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Brueys.  Those  who  have  a  taste  for  these  things,  may  be 
fully  gratified  by  recurring  to  the  Jacobin  prints  of  the  a^th  and 
aoth  of  October  last. 

Da 
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every  respect :— when  I  saw  all  this,  I  said  to  myself,  '^Ict 
<<  somebody  else  be  a  witness  to  these  dreadful  distresses^ 
**  and  let  me  try  my  fortune  at  Alexandria.-'  There  I 
had  every  thing  to  do,  and  every  thing  to  suffer,  both 
from  the  climate  and  the  troops — and  I  clung  more 
closely  than  ever  to  the  fleet,  determined  to  follow  its 
destiny.  I  have  often  turned  my  eyes  towards  France, 
towards  my  friends,  but  I  have  never  regretted  the  sa- 
crifices I  made  in  quitting  Malta. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Bruix,  be  happy,  and  realize  your 
wishes  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  marine.  Accept 
the  assurances  of  my  affectionate  and  unceasing  attach- 
ment. * 

Jaubert. 

Jlllow  me  to  present  my  respectful  services  to  Ma- 
dame Bruix,  and  Mademoiselle  Theresa. 

I  say  nothing  to  you  of  the  capture  of  Alexandria.  I 
shall  request  Forestier  to  read  his  letter  to  you. 

As  I  have  been  rather  too  open  in  this  letter,  you  will 
oblige  me  by  throwing  it  into  the  fire  as  soon  as  you 
have  read  it.*  * 

^  It  is  probable  that  Jaubert  perished  in  the  explosion  of  the 
lOrient,  and  cannot,  therefore,  have  much  to  fear  from  tht 
friends  of  Bonaparte,  or  from  the  Ggverament.  Had  it  been 
otherwise,  we  confess  we  should  not  have  been  withheld  from 
publishing  his  letter  by  any  consideration  of  the  dangers  to  which 
he  might  be  exposed  by  it.  We  feel  little  solicitude  for  the  fitm 
•f  a  man,  however  able,  who  appears  to  be  a  villain  upon  prin- 
ciple,  and  to  assist,  in  pure  gaiety  of  heart,  in  the  infernal  work 
•f  Revehition,  though  he  sees  and  clearly  points  out  Urn  tnia  ff 
human  wots  tot  must  follow  its  accomplishmeot* 
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No,  IV. 

A  lord  de  T Orient^  le  21  Messidor,  an  6* 
VAmiral  Brueys,  Commandant  les  Forces  NavaJes  di 
la  Republique  dans  la  Mediterrannie^  att  Ministre  d$ 
la  Marine  et  des  Colonies. 

Gtoyen  Ministre^ 

Je  vous  ai  ecrit  de  Malte  en  date  du  26  Prairial  \Jj^  vous 
rcndois  compte  de  Tarrivee  de  la  flotte  sur  ce  parage,  ct  de 
la  prise  de  Tislc.  L'annie  et  le  convoi  ctdient  sous  voile 
le  I  er  Messidor,  et  le  13  suivant  nous  arrivames  devant 
le  port-vieux  d'Alexandrie.  * 

Je  m'etois  fait  pr6c6der  par  la  frcgate  la  Junon  pour 
aller  prendre  le  Consul,  ce  qui  reussit  parfaitemcpt, 
Le  Citoyen  Magallon  neveu  arriva  le  13,  et  noiis  dit 
que  le  lo,  une  escadre  Anglaise  s'etoit  presentee  en  linge 
de  bataille  devant  le  port  (iJAlexandrie,  ou  elle  aivoit  de- 
tache  un  brick,  et  qu'a  son  retour  cette  escadre  avoit 
diri^e  sa  route  dans  le  N.E,  On  Tavoit  jug£  composee 
de  quatorze  valsseaux  de  Hgne, 

Le  Consul  nous  dit  qp'on  s'attcndolt  depuis  longtems 
a  Tarrivee  des  Fran9ois ;  qu'il  y  avoit  beaucoup  de  fer- 
mentation et  une  grande  inquietude  dans  le  pays. 

Le  General  en  Chef  desira  etre  debarque  sur  !• 
champ*  Je  fis  mouiller  Tarmee  et  le  convoi  sur  la  cote, 
et  dans  la  nuit  du  13.  Six  mille  hommes  furent  mis  i 
terre  dans  une  anse  a  TQuest  du  port-vieux  aupres  d'un 
d^teau  nonune  Le  Marabou^  distant  d*environ  6t\x% 
lieues  de  la  villc.    Personne  ne  s'opposa  a  la  descentc^ 
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Le  14  a  midi)  nos  troupes  etoient  dans  la  vUle>  et  trois 
heures  apres  le  fort  sc  rendit,  II  y  cut  quelque  resis- 
tance a  la  muraille  qui  entoure  la  ville,  mais  elle  fut  bien- 
tpt  escaladee.  On  tira  quelques  coups  de  fusil  dans  les 
rues  par  les  fenetres.  Le  fort  tira  quelques  coups  de 
canon,  et  bref,  tcmt  se  rendit. 

Je  debarquai  toutes  les  troupes  et  les  eflfets  appartenant 
a  Tarmee  de  terre,  et  le  19  ayant  ete  reconnu  que  les  vais* 
seaux  ne  pouvoient  pas  entrer  dans  le  port  a  cause  du 
peu  de  profondeur  qu*il  y  a  a  Tentree,  je  fis  mouiller  le 
convoi  et  les  Venitiens,  et  je  mis  sous  voile  pour  aller 
mouillpr  a  la  rade  de  Bequier,  avec  les  treize  vaisseaux 
et  trois  frigates. 

J*y  arrival  Uapres  midi,  et  je  formal  une  ligne  de  ba- 
taille  a  |  d'encablure  de  distance.  Le  vaisseau  de  tete  le 
plug  pres  possible  de  Tecueil  qui  nous  reste  dans  le  N.  O. 
et  le  reste  de  la  H^ne  formant  une  ligne  courbe  le  long 
des  hautS'fonds  de  maniere  a  ne  pas  etre  double  dans  le 
S«  O.  Cette  position  est  la  plus  forte  que  nous  puis* 
sions  prendre  dans  une  rade  ouverte,  ou  Ton  ne  peut  pas 
s'approcher  assez  deterre  pour  y  etablir  des  batteries,  et 
ou  deux  escadres  ennemies  peuvent  rester  a  la  distance 
qui  leur  convient. 

Nos  troupes  sont  entrees  hier  19  a  Rosette,  et  Tarmce 
est  en  marche  pour  le  Caire. 

Nous  faisons  entrer  dans  le  Nil  le  plus  de  batiments 
Icgcrs  possibles,  et  le  General  en  Chef  m*a  demande  le 
Chef  de  Division  Perree  pour  les  commander.  Cette 
flotille  a  fait  route  ce  matin  pour  essayer  de  passer  sur 
la  barre  de  Rosette.  Vous  voyez  que  nous  marchons  a 
la  conquete  de  TEgypte  a  pas  de  geant. 

II  est  fachcux  qu'il  n*y  ait  pas  un  port  ou  une  escadre 
puisse  entrer ;  mais  le  port-vieux  tant  vante  est  ferme 
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pu*  des  rescifs  hors  de  Ttau,  et  sous  I'ean,  qui  formmt 
des  passages  fort  etroits^  et  entre  lesquels  il  n'y  a  que  23 
pieds^  25  et  30.  La  mer  y  est  ordinairement  €lcv€e,  et 
vous  voyez  qu*un  vaisseau  de  74  seroit  fort  expos^^ 
d'autant  qu'il  seroit  brise  un  quart  d'heure  apres  y  avoir 
touche.  J'ai  offert,  pouf  satisfaire  au  desir  du  Oeniral 
en  Chef,  dix  mille  francs  au  pilote  du  pays  qui  en- 
treroit  Tescadre ;  mais  aucun  n'a  voulu  se  diarger  que  d'un 
bitiment  qui  tireroit  au  plus  vingt  piedsd'eau*  J'espirc 
cependant,  qu'on  parviendra  a  trouver  un  passage  dans' 
lequel  nos  74  pourront  entrer :  mais  ce  ne  peut  2tre  que 
la  fruit  de  beaucoup  de  soins  et  de  peines. 
•  J'en  al  charg6  deux  officiers  intelligents^  Tun  est  le  Ca« 
pitalne  de  fregate,  Barre,  commandant  TAlceste,  et  le 
second  le  Citoyen  Vidal,  Lieutenant  de  Vaisseaux;  s'ils 
trouvent  un  canal,  ils  le  baliseront,  et  alors  on  pourm 
entrer  sans  beaucoup  de  danger.  Le  fond  en  dedans  des 
rescifs  va  en  augmentant  jusqu'a  15  brasses;  mais  la 
sortie  sera  toujours  tres-difficile  et  tres-longue ;  et  des« 
lors  une  escadre  y  sera  maUplacee.  Je  n'ai  plus  entendu 
parler  des  Anglak ;  ils  ont  peut*etre  ete  nous  chercher  en 
Syricy  ou  plutot  je  pense  qu'ils  avoient  moins  de  14  vais- 
seauxy  et  que  ne  se  trouvant  pas  en  nombre  superleur^ 
ils  n'auront  pas  juge  i-propos  de  se  mesurer  avec  nous* 
Nous  attendons  avec  grande  impatience  que  la  con« 
quete  de  TEgypte  nous  procure  des  vivres ;  nous  en  four* 
nissons  continuellement  aux  troupes,  et  tons  les  jours  on 
nous  fait  quelques  nouvelles  saign^es.  II  ne  nous  reste 
que  pour  15  jours  de  biscuit ;  et  nous  sommes  dans  ce 
mouillage  comme  en  pleine  mer,  c'est-a-dire,  consom- 
m^nt  tout,  et  ne  rempla^ant  rien. 

Nos  Equipages  som  tres-foibles  en  nombre  et  en  qua* 
Ut£  d'hottunes ;  nos  vaisseaux  font  en  g6neral  fort  mal- 
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annfsy  tt  je  trpuve  qu'il,  faut  bien  du  courage  pour  so 
charger  de  conduire  des  flottes  aussi  mal-outillees. 
^  Jc  ne  crois  pas  devoir  cntrer  dans  dc  plus  grands  de. 
tails  sur  notre  situation  ;  vous  etes  marin,  et  \*ous 
sentirez  OQieux  notre  position^  que  je  ne  pourrois  vous  la 
d£peindre. 

Je  vais  vqus  transcrire  le  paragraphc  dc  la  lettre  du 
G6n6ral  en  Chief  que  je  viens  de  recevoir : 

**  J'ai  dcmandc  au  Directoire  Ex6cutif,  le  grade  de 
•f  Contrc  Amiral  pour  votre  Chef  d'Etat-Major  Gan- 
^f  teaume ;  je  vous  prie  de  le  faire  recevoir.  J'ai 
^'  chcrche  par-la  a  donner  une  preuve  d'cstime  et  de  re- 
^f  connoissance  aux  bons  services,  a  Tactivite,  et  au  zele 
^f  qu'a  mis  votre  Etat-Major,  et  en  general  toutc  Tcs- 
ff  cadre^  a  exccuter  les  ordres  du  Gouvernement. 

(Sign6}        Bonaparte.** 

Salut  et  respect. 

Brusts. 


CSS 


TRANSLATION. 

On  hoard  the  POrsmf,  July  llrt.. 
Admiral  Brueys,  commanding  the  Naval  Forces  ofih^. 
Republic  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  the  Minister  ^fW€ 
Marine,  and  of  the  Colonies. 

Gtizen  Minister^  , 

I  WROTE  to  you  from  Malta  on  the  14th  of  June ;  \x\ 
that  letter  I  gave  you  an  account  of  the  arrival  of  the 
fleet  at  Maka,  and  of  the  capture  pf  that  island.    Thci 
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ships  of  the  line,  and  the  transports  were  all  under  sail 
pn  the  19th,  and  on  the  ist  of  July  we  were  off  the  old 
port  of  Alexandria. 

I  had  previously  dispatched  the  Juno  to  bring  the 
Consul  on  board.  Citizen  Magallon  (the  nephewj  ar- 
rived on  the  I  sty  and  informed  us  that  an  English  squa- 
idron  had  appeared  in  line  of  battle  off  the  port  of  Alex-» 
andria,  on  the  28th  of  June,  that  they  had  detached  a 
brig  to  the  town,  and  that  on  its  return,  they  had  m^de 
sail  to  the  north-east.  The  squadron  was  supposed  to 
consist  of  fourteen  ships  of  the  line.  ^ 

The  Consul  also  told  us  that  our  arrival  had  been 
daily  looked  for,'  for  some  time ;  that  there  was  a  great 
fermentation  in  the  country,  and  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree of  uneasiness  and  apprehension. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  desired  to  be  put  on  shore 
immediately ;  I  therefore  came  to  anchor  on  the  coast, 
and  during  the  night  succeeded  in  landing  6000  men  in 
a  creek  to  the  west  of  the  Old  Port,  near  a  castle  called 
Marabou,  about  two  leagues  from  the  city:  not  the 
slightest  opposition  was  made  to  our  descent. 

The  2d,  at  noon^  our  troops  were  in  the  city,  and  in 
three  hours  afterwards  the  fort  surrendered.  There  was 
some  resistance  attempted  at  the  wall  which  surrounds 
the  city,  but  it  was  immediately  scaled.  A  few  shot 
were  fired  into  the  streets  from  the  windows  of  the 
houses ;  the  fort  too,  fired  a  few  cannon :  but  every 
fhing  was  soon  in  our  possession. 

I  disembarked  all  the  troops,  and  the  baggage  belong- 
ing to  them,  and  on  the  7th,  having  satisfied  myself 
that  our  ships  of  war  could  not  get  into  the  port  for 
^aat  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  at  the  enuance^  \ 
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onlered  the  Venetian  ships,*  and  the  transports,  to  come 
to  an  anchor  there,  and  stood  off  with  the  thirteen  sail  of 
the  line  and  the  three  fijgates,  with  an  intent  of  moor* 
ing  in  the  Bay  of  Bequiers. 

I  arrived  there  in  the  afternoon,  and  formed  a  line  of 
battle  at  two-thirds  of  a  cable-length,  the  headmost  ves«- 
sel  being  ms  ctosi  as  passible  t  to  a  shoal  to  the  north-west 
•f  us,  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  forming  a  kind  of  curve 
along  the  line  of  deep  water,  so  as  not  to  be  turned,  bj 
anj  means,  in  the  south-west.  This  position  is  the 
longest  we  could  possibly  take  in  an  open  road,  whese 
we  cannot  approach  sufficiently  near  the  land  to  be  pro- 
tected by  batteries,  and  where  the  enemy  has  it  in  hiy 
power  to  choose  his  own  distance. 

Our  troops  entered  Rosetta  yesterday,  and  the  army 
is  now  in  full  march  for  Cairo. 

We  have  pushed  into  this  branch  of  the  Nile  as  many 
of  our  light  vessels  as  possible ;  and  the  Commander  ig 

.  *  Le  Dubois  and  U  Causse,  of  64  guns  each,  and  two  or  three 
frigates. 

t  Nerer  was  there  a  more  glorious  testimony  to  the  intrepidity 
and  skill  of  the  British  seamen,  than  this  letter  furnishes.  The 
French  Admiral,  a  man  of  no  common  abilities  in  his  profession, 
ami  anxiousi  above  all  things,  to  secure  his  fleet  from  being 
beaided  by  an  enemy,  places  his  van  ship  as  near  the  shoal  as 
possible  (Upius  pris  possible  are  his  own  words),  and  reposes  in  the 
most  perfect  confidence,  that  nothing  can  molest  him  in  that  quar- 
ter; and  yet  it  was  between  this  very  shoal  and  sliip,  and  througI\ 
this  very  passage,  which,  after  an  examination  of  twenty-four 
days  (fr6m  the  7th  to  the  31st  of  July),  the  French  Admiral  con- 
ceived  impracticable,  that  the  gallant  NsLSOif  led  his  Britons 
(the  men  whom  the  Morning  CkrcmcU  pronounced  to  be  *<  with* 
<<  out  courage,  and  ready  to  resign  their  swords  to  every  puny 
•*  whipster")  to  victory,  and  everlasting  Fame  I 
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Chief  has  asked  me  for  the  Chief  of  Division^  Penr^e, 
to  command  them.  The  flotilla  sailed  this  morniiig  ta 
try  if  it  be  possible  to  get  over  the  bar  of  Roselta«  You 
see  that  we  are  marching  to  the  conquest  of  Egypt 
with  the  steps  of  a  giant. 

It  is  vexatious  that  there  is  not  a  port  where  a  fleet 
can  enter ;  but  the  Old  Port,  of  which  we  have  heaid  SQ 
much,  is  shut  up  by  a  reef  of  rocks,  some  under,  and 
^me  above,  water,  forming  a  number  of  narrow  chaa^ 
ncls,  where  the  depth  is  only  from  23  to  25  and  30  feet« 
The  sea,  too,  is  commonly  very  high :  thus  you  See, 
that  one  of  our  seventy-fours  would  be  in  no  small 
danger  there,  especially  as  she  would  inevitably  go  to 
pieces  in  a  few  minutes  after  touching  the  ground. 

*  To  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,* 
I  have  offered  a  reward  of  ten  thousand  livres  to  any 
pilot  of  the  country  who  will  undertake  to  carry  the 
squadron  in;  but  none  of  them  ^ill  venture  to  take 
charge  of  a  single  vessel  that  <lraws  more  than  twenty 
feet.  I  hope,  however,  that  we  shall  succeed  in  finding 
a  channel  by  which  our  seventy-fours  may  enter ;  but 
this  can  only  be  the  result  of  many  laborious  and  pain« 
ful  experiments. 

I  have  already  engaged  two  intelligent  officers  in  this 
business;  Captain  Barr6^  commandingvat  present  the 
Alcesti^  and  Citizen  Vidal,  first  Lieutenant.  If  they 
find  a  channel,  they  will  buoy  it  for  us  \  and  then  we 
may  enter  without  much  danger.  The  depth  withia 
the  reefs  increases  to  fifteen  fathoms,  but  the  getting  out 

*  Here  is  poutlve  proof  of  the  falsehood  of  Bonaparte's  as8er«» 
60ns  respecting  the  sailing  of  the  fleet.  We  beseech  the  reader 
to  bear  this  passage  in  mind,  for  we  shall  by  and  by  return  to  it« 
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of  the  harbour  will,  in  all  cases,  be  very  difficult,  and 
very  tedious ;  so  that  a  squadron  would  engage  to  a  vast 
disadvantage. 

I  have  heard  nothing  further  of  the  English.  They 
are  gone,  perhaps,  to  look  for  us  on  the  coast  of  Syria  ; 
or  rather  (and  this  is  my  private  opinion)  they  have  not 
80  many  as  fourteen  sail  of  the  line ;  and  finding  them- 
selves not  superior  in  numbers,  do  not  think  it  quite  so 
prudent  to  try  their  strength  with  us.  ♦ 

We  look  forward  with  the  greatest  anxiety  to  the  - 
time  when  the  conquest  of  Egypt  shall  furnish  us  with 
provisions.  We  are  now  obliged  to  supply  the  troops 
continually — every  hour  new  drains  are  made  upon  us. 
We  have  now  only  fifteen  days'  biscuit  on  board  ;  and 
we  are  in  this  anchorage  just  as  if  we  were  on  the  high 
seas— consuming  every  thing,  and  replacing  nothing. 

Our  crews  are  weak  both  in  number  and  quality* 
Our  rigging,  in  general,  out  of  repair ;  and  I  am  sure 
that  it  requires  no  little  courage  to  undertake  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  fleet,  furnished  with  such  tools ! 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  further  dc^ 
tails  on  our  present  situation.  You  are  a  seaman,  and  wil^ 
therefore  conceive  it  better  than  I  can  describe  it  to  you. 

^  We  were  sorry  to  fin4  such  a  passage  as  this  in  Brueys'  letter. 
He  was  evidently  a  man  of  courage  and  capacity,  and  ought  t^ 
have  known  his  enemy  better.  Such  flights  of  vanity  and  in^be-. 
cillity  are  things  of  course  in  the  dispatches  of  the  Directory ; 
but  this  is  not  an  official  letter ;  it  is  evidently  meant  for  the  pri- 
Y^te  information  of  Bruix,  and  seems  drawn  up  as  a  kind  of 
defence  against  the  probable  remonstrances  of  Bonaparte. 

It  is  neediest  to  observe  how  much  the  unfortunate  Admiral 
was  deceived.  His  fate  will  not  be  altogether  useless  to  his  coun* 
trymen,  if  it  gives  them  juster  notions  of  our  "  prudence/'  with 
tqual,  or  even  inferior  numbers 
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Before  1  conclude,  I  will  transcribe  a  paragraph  from 
a  letter  'which  I  have  just  received  from  the  Com« 
mander  in  Chief. 

«<  I  have  asked  of  the  Executive  Directory,  the  rank 
**  of  Rear  Admiral  for  your  Chief  of  the  Staff,  Gan- 
^<  teaume.  I  beseech  you  to  appoint  him*  I  have 
**  sought  by  this  to  give  a  proof  of  my  gratitude  aod 
**  esteem  for  the  essential  services,  the  activity,  and  the 
**  zeal  manifested  by  your  staff  officers,  and,  generally 
**  speaking,  the  whole  squadron,  in  executing  the  orders 
^  of  the  Government. 

(Signed)  "  Bonaparm/* 

Health  and  respect. 

BftVlYS. 
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A  Gise,  U  6  Tbermtdor^  an  6. 
Emmanuel  Perre'e,  Chifde  Divisiontau  VkeAmiral 
Brueys,  Commandant  in  Chef  la  F$rci  Navale  en 
station  droattt  Alexandrie* 

Citoyen  Giniral^ 
JJepuis  notre  separation,  je  n'ai  cease  de  rappeller  au 
General  en  Chef  la  position  ou  je  vous  avois  laisse ; 
ce  a  quoi  il  a  pris  beaucoup  de  part.  II  a  saisi  la  pre- 
miere occasion  qui  s'est  pr6sentee  pour  vous  faire  passer 
58  schermes  charg6es  de  differentes  denrees* 

Tant  qu'a  nous,  notre  position  n'a  pas  6te  des  plus 
belles  depuis  notre  separation ;  le  25  Messidor,  nous 
avons  rencontr6  I'armee  enneinie  au  point  du  jour. 
J'avais  pour  lors  3  canonnieres,  la  galere,  et  le  Cerf. 
L'ennemi  avait  7  canonnieres  portant  du  24  et  du  36. 
L'afiaire  a  commence  a  9  heures  ;  deux  de  mes  canon- 
nieres et  la  galere  ont  et6  abandonnees  par  rapport  au 
grand  feu  de  Tennemi,  qui  nous  battait  par  mer  et  par 
terre. 

II  s'en  etait  d6ja  empare,  mais  le  grand  feu  que  fai- 
sait  le  Cerfy  et  une  autre  canonniere  Tout  oblige  d'aban- 
donner  sa  proie.  J'ai  coule  bas  leur  canonniere  com- 
mandantCy  et  la  deroute  s'est  mis  dans  leur  flotille ;  ils 
n'ont  eu  que  le  temps  de  fuir.  Assur€ment  si  3  de  mes 
meilleurs  batiments  n*eussent  pas  6te  forces  de  ceder,  ii 
n'aurait  plus  €te  question  de  la  flotille  ennemie,  J'ai  eu 
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20  hommes  blesses,  et  plusieurs  tu6s.  J'ai  eu  mon  sabre 
enleve,  et  un  peu  de  bras  gauche,  cependant  j'espere 
que  cela  ne  sera  rien  ;  je  suis  presque  gueri. 

La  misere  de  la  traversee  ne  peut  se  peindre.  Nous 
avons  ete  reduits  pendant  quclques  jours  a  ne  vivre  que 
de  pastiche,  et  toutes  les  heures  la  fusillade  de  la.  part 
des  Arabes,  cependant  toujours  vainqueurs,  a  quelques 
inorts  et  blesses  pres. 

Le  Nil  n'est  pas  tel  qu'on  me  Tavait  dit ;  il  est  tres- 
tortueux,  fort  peu  d'eau,  puisque  j'ai  etc  oblige  de  laisser 
leschebeck,  lagalere,  et  2  canonnieres,  a  13  lieues  du 
Caire,  oii  je  suis  arrive,  hier,  a  8  heures  du  soir. 

Le  peu  de  terns  dont  je  puis  disposer,  ne  me  pcrmet 
pas  de  plus  grands  details.  Notre  annee  a  eu  une  aflFaiFe 
tres-vive  avec  les  Mamelouks,  dont  il  a  peri  plus  de  12 
cents:  notre  perte  est  peu  considerable;  on  Tivalue  i, 
20  tues,  et  150  bless6s* 

Sahit  et  respect. 

Emmanuel  Pbrre'x. 

r 

P.  S.  Je  vous  prie^  General^  de  mt  hirt  passer  536 
officiersinteUigentSyetttnequarantained'hommes.  Voas 
m'obligerez,  ainsi  que  le  G£n£ndi  en  Chef. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Gtzeh,  July  24# 
Emmanuel  Perre'e,  General  of  Division y  to  Vict^ 
Admiral  Brueys,  Commandtr  in  Chief  of  the  Naval 
Force  stationed  before  Alexandria. 

Gtizen  Gemral, 

Since  our  separation,  I  have  lost  no  opportunity  of 
recalling  to  the  mind  of  the  Commander  in  Chiefs 
the  situation  in  which  I  left  you.  He  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  it,  and  has  seized  the  first  opportunity  which 
offered,  of  sending  you  58  vessels  laden  with  different 
articles. 

As  for  us,  our  position  has  hot  been  the  most  agree- 
able since  we  parted.  On  the  13th  of  July  we  fell 
in  with  the  enemy's  army,  at  break  of  day*  I  had 
then  with  mc  3  giin  boats,  the  galley,  and  the  Cerf« 
The  enemy  had  7  gun  boats,  carrying  from  24  to  36 
pounders.  The  action  began  at  nine ;  two  of  my  gun 
boats,  and  the  galley  were  run  on  shore,  and  quitted  by 
•  the  crews,  on  account  of  the  terrible  fire  which  the 
enemy  oponed  upon  us  from  their  boats,  and  from  the 
banks  of  the  river. 

The  enemy  were  already  in  possession  of  them^  but 
the  brisk  fire  from  the  Cerf,  and  the  remaining  guo 
boats  obliged  them  to  abandon  their  prey. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIGINAT   LETTERS*  4.9 

I  sunk  the  vessel  which  carried  their  flag ;  confusion 
immediately  took  place,  and  they  had  only  time  to  make 
their  escape.  Had  not  three  of  my  best  vessels  been 
obliged  to  give  way,  I  should  certainly  have  destroyed 
the  whole  of  their  flotilla.* 

I  had  twenty  of  my  men  wounded  and  several  killed. 
A  ball  struck  my  sword  out  of  my  hand,  and  carried 
away  a  piece  of  my  left  arm.  I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  it  will  be  attended  with  any  bad  conse- 
quences ;  indeed,  it  is  already  nearly  well. 

I  cannot  describe  to  you  what  we  suffered  in  this 
expedition.  We  were  reduced  fpr  several  days  to  sub- 
sist entirely  on  water-melons ;  during  which  we  were 
constantly  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Arabs,  although, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  killed  and  wounded,  we 
always  came  off  victorious. 

The  Nile  is  very  far  from  answering  the  description 
1  had  received  of  it.  It  winds  incessantly,  and  is  withal 
so  shallow,  that  I  was  compelled  to  leave  the  chebeck, 
the  galley,  and  two  of  my  gun  boats,  thirteen  leagues 
below  Cairo,  which  I  reached  yesterday  evening* 

The  little  time  I  have  to  spare  prevents  me  from 
entering  into  farther  particulars.  Our  army  has  had 
a  smart  action  with  the  Mamelouks,  who  lost  more 

'  •  This  is  admirable.  Had  he  not  been  beaten  and  lost  half 
his  fleet,  he  would  have  been  victorious  t  The  plain  truth, 
however,  as  appears  from  several  letters,  particularly  from  one  •f 
Adjutant  General  Boyer's  (see  No.  XXII.),  whocognmanded  the 
land  forces  on  board,  is,  that  he  was  defeated,  and  only  saved  ~ 
from  absolute  destruction  by  the  appearance  of  the  van  of  th« 
army.  Notwithstanding  this  foolish  gasconade,  General  Perree 
seems  to  be  a  roaa  of  courage  and  abilities. 
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than  1 200  men.    Our  loss  is  very  trifling;  it  anjount^, 
I  understand,  to  about  20  killed,  and  150  wounded. 

Health  and  respect. 

Emmanuel  Perre'b.. 

P.  S.  Pray  send  nae  immediately  five  or  six  intelli- 
gent oflScersy  and  about  forty  men.  You  will  oblige 
me  very  much,  as  well  as  the  Commaader  in  Chief. 
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x\o.    VL 


Tersi,  le  7  Thermidorf  mh  6. 
Colbert  a  son  Ami  Coll^sse. 

JE  m'empresse,  mon  cher  ami,  de  te  donner  dc  mes 
nouvellesy  et  te  dire  quelques  mots  des  souffrancesi  et 
des  desagremens  que  nous  avons  6prouves. 

L*incertitude  ou  je  suis  encore  du  sort  de  mes  eiFets> 
m'a  souvent  fort  inquiete.  Je  $uis  dans  r6tat  de  d6nue- 
ment  le  plus  parfait,  ayant  pour  me  couvrir  la  chemise 
ct  les  effcts  que  j'avois  sur  mon  corps  en  partant  d'Alex- 
andrie.  Ainsi,  pour  cet  objet,  je  te  prierai  de  confier  a 
Douzelot,  s'il  veut  bien  s'en  charger,  mes  malles ;  ou 
dans  le  cas  contraire,  tu  pourrois  les  confier  i  on  des  of- 
ficiers  charges  de  faire  parvenir  les  effets  des  demi-bri- 
•  gades.  Donnez-moiy  je  t'en  prie,  quelques  details  sur 
ce  qu'est  devenu  Daure,  tnon  argent,  et  mes  bijoux :  je 
n'en  S9ais  pas  un  mot. 

A  present  que  je  t'ai  parle  de  mes  affaire?,  je  t^ 
dirai,  qu'il  m*e3t  presque  impossible  de  te  donner  une 
idee  de  ce  que  nous  avons  6prouv6  ;  souiFrances  sur 
floufirances,  privations,  mortifications,  fatigttes,  nou^ 
avons  tout  6prouv6  de  la  premiere  main.  Les  trois 
quarts  du  tems.  mourir  de  faim*  Tel  est  le  tableau  suc- 
cinct de  mon  existence  depuis  que  je  t'ai  quitte ! 

Quoiquc  nos  moyens  soient  plusgrands,  notre  existence 
ll*en  est  pas  plus  heureus^.  Eloign^  de  tous  nos  anv's,  jc 

E2 
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ne  tc  parlc  pas  du  succes  de  nos  armcs :  tu  en  entcndras 
assez  parler. 

,Adieu,  mon  cher  ami,  penses  a  ce  que  je  te  demandc  ^ 
songe  que  je  suis  nud,  et  que  tu  me  rendras  le  service  le 
plussignal6. 


Ton  Ami, 

Colbert. 


f.  S.  MUlc  cfcascs  a  Tcllier. 

Au  Commissaire  des  Guerres, 
<^LLASSE,  chargi  du  Ser- 
vki  de  la  Place  d*Alexandrie, 


I  Terzi,  July.2$thi 

Colbert  to  his  Friend  Coll  asse. 

I  HASTEN,  my  dear  friend,  to  give  thee  Some  account 
of  myself,  and  to  say  a  few  words  to  thee  on  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  we  have  experienced. 

The  uncertainty  in  which  I  still  remain  respecting 
the  fate  of  my  baggage,  gives  me  from  time  to  time  the 
greatest  uneasiness.  I  am  almost  in  a  state  of  naked- 
ness, having  nothing  to  cover  me  but  my  shirt,  and  the 
clothes  I  had  on  when  I  left  Alexandria.  I  beg  thee, 
therefore,  to  send  me  my  trunks  by  Douzehty*  if  he 

•  Douzelot's  rai>k  is  not  mentioned.  He  is  the  person  to  whom 
Savary's  Letter  is  addressed  (see  No.  XII.),  and  appears  to  W 
in  some  ofiice  of  consequence. 
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will  have  the  goodness  to  take  charge  of  them ;  if  not,' 
by  one  of  the  officers  commissioned  to  bring  up  the  bag- 
gage of  the  demi-brigade.    Do,  prithee,  contrive  to  let 
me  know  what  is  become  ef  I)fnre^  of  my  money,  and 
my  jewels :  I  cannot  hear  one  syllable  about  them. 

So  much  for  my  private  affairs  ;  I  must  now  tell  thee 
that  it  is  hardly  pdsiibte  td  f&rm  au  idea  of  what  we 
have  gone  through.:  sufferings, upon  suffisrings,  priva- 
tions, mortification^^,  fatigues,  we  have  exhausted  them 
all !  three-fourths  of  the  time  we  have  been  dying  with 
hunger !  Such  is*  the  correct,  but  rapid  sjcctch  of  my  life, 
finc^  we  parted. 

At  present,  indeed,  our  means  are  more  ample,  but 
our  condition  is  not  therefore  mdre  happy.  Remote 
from  all  our  friends,  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  details 
of  our  military  successes,  thou  wilt  heaf  enough  of 
them  from  other  quarters. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  :  think  of  my  request :  con* 
sider  that  I  am  absolutely  naked,  ai^  that. thou  wilt 
render  nie  the  most  essoitial  service. 

Thine, 

COLBBRT| 

.  P.  S.  Remember  me  to  Tellicr* 

To    tbi  Commissary   at    War, 
CoLLASS^fSupenntenJant  cf 
the  towrty  i^c.  of  Alexandria. 
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No.  VII. 

Au  Grand  Caire,  U  8  Tbermidon 

Au  G/nfrtf/BouRNOMViLLE,  No\  6i,  Rue  du  Faux- 
hourg'Honorif  d  Paris. 

Wo  US  sommes  au  Caire  depiiis  4  jours,  mon  chcr 
General ;  notre  marche  a  et£  tres-penible,  sous  un  ciel 
brfilant,  sur  des  sables,  et  dans  des  deserts  arides ;  souvent 
sans  eau;  et  sans  pain  :  une  attaque  de  vive  force  a  pris 
Alexandrie ;  un  combat  vif,  mais  d'un  instant,  a  decide 
de  la  prise  du  Caire. 

Je  me  porte  aussi  bien  qu'il  est  possible  de  le  faire, 
dans  un  climat  etranger,  et  qui  ne  me  convient  nuUe- 
ment ;  nous  allons  probablement  prendre  un  peu  de  re^ 
pos  ici ;  alori  seulement,  nous  pourrons  distinguer  I'ef- 
fet  de  la  fatigue,  de  Tinfluence  du  climat,  et  decider  si 
nou9  vivjons  long-temps  ici. 

Je  ne  vous  ecris  pas,  mon  cher  General,  autant  que 
je  le  desirerois ;  mais  il  faut  que  la  lettre  soit  courte 
pour  qu'elle  puisse  arriver :  peut-etre  la  mienne  est-elle 
deja  trop  longue.  Oserois-je  vous  prier  de  mandera 
ma  famille,  que  vous  avez  re9u  de  mes  nouvelles. 

Croyez,  mon  cher  General,  a  tout  mon  attachement  5 
roille  lieues  de  distance  ne  Tont  point  afFoibli. 

D. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Grand  Cairo^  July  26th, 

To  General  Bournonville,*  No.  61,  Rue  de  Faux- 
bourg- Honor iy  at  Paris* 

VY  E  have  been  a|;  Cairo  four  days,  ray  dear  General ; 
our  -march  was  of  the  most  distressing  kind»  under  a 
burning  sky,  over  sands,  and  arid  deserts,  without  water, 
and  without  bread !  Alexandria  was  taken  by  3torm, 
and  Cairo  fell  into  our  hands  after  a  brisk  but  short 
engagement. 

I  am  as  well  as  it  is  possible  to  be,  in  a  climate  so 
diflferent  from  our  own  as  this,  and  which  by  no  means 
agrees  with  me,  we  shall  probably  recruit  ourselves  s| 
little  here  ;  wc  shall  then  be  enabled  to  ascertain  what 
effects  fatigue,  and  the  influence  of  the  climate  will  have 
on  our  constitutions,  and  thus  to  decide  if  we  can  live 
here  for  any  length  of  time. 

*  This  is  a  confidential  letter,  and  seems  to  shew  that  Bour- 
oonville  was  a  little  in  the  secret  of  the  expedition,  hence  the  hin 
about  the  period  that  a  Frenchman  might  live  in  Egypt,  5rc.  The 
remark  on  the  danger  of  writing  long  letters  we  are  oot  quite 
eertaio  we  understand.  It  is  probable  (but  this  is  a  mere  guess) 
that  it  was  feared  they  might  excite  the  suspicions  of  the  Com- 
jnaoder  in  Chief,  or  of  the  Directory.  We  have  proofs  befora 
ill,  however,  that  all  which  were  destined  to  be  put  into  the  post- 
office  10  France,  are  single  letters,  while  most  of  those  which 
were  trusted  to  private  conveyance  (by  far  the  QKWt  numerous) 
are  double,  treble^  and  sometimes  more. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56  eOFIES    OF 

I  have  not  written  to  you,  my  dear  General,  so  much 
at  large  as  I  could  have  wished ;  but  if  we  desire  to 
have  our  letters  reach  their  place  of  destination,  wc 
must  make  them  short :  mine  is,  perhaps,  already  too 
long.  May  I  venture  to  request  you  to  let  my  family 
know  that  you  have  heard  from  me. 

Believe,  my  dear  General,  in  my  entire  attachment  j 
no  distance,  however  great,  can  weaken  it. 

•  This  is  the  only  letter  which  appears  with  a  single  signature. 
The  author  had  undoubtedly  his  reasons  for  it. 
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Na.  VIII. 

Au  ^uartler  general  du  Caire^  le  9  Thirmidor^  an  6. 
Bonaparte,  Membre  dt  Vlnstitut  National^  Ginerul 
en  Cheff  i  VAmiral  Bruets. 

Apre's  des  marches  bienfatiguantes>  ct  quelquescons- 
batSy  nous  sommes  enfin  arrivees  au  Caire.  J'ai  ^te 
specialement  content  de  la  conduite  du  Chef  dc  Ditision, 
Perree,  ct  jc  I'ai  nomme  Centre  Amiral. 

Je  suis  instniit  d'Alcxandrie,  qu'enfin  on  a  trouvi  unc 
passe  telle  qu'on  pouvoit  la  desirer ;  et  je  ne  doute  pas 
que  vous  ne  soyez,  a  Theure  qu'il  est,  dans  le  port  ayec 
toute  I'escadre. 

Vous  ne  devez  avoir  aucune  inquietude  sur  les  sub- 
distances  de  Tarmee  navale  ;  (e  pays-ci  est  un  des  plus 
riches  que  Ton  puisse  slmaginer,  en  bles,  legumes,  riz, 
et  bestiaux. 

J*imagine  que  demain  ou  apres,  je  recevrai  dc  vos 
nouvelles;  je  n'en  ai  point  eu  depuis  mon  depart 
d'Alexandrie. 

Des  que  j'aurai  re^u  de  vous  une  lettre  qui  me  feca 
connoltre  ce  que  vous  avez  fait,  et  votre  position,  je  vous 
ferai  passer  des  ordres  sur  ce  que  nous  avons  encore  a 
faire. 

L'Etat-Major  vous  aura,  sans  doute,  envoye  un  rap- 
port sur  notre  derniere  victoire. 

Je  pense  que  vous  avez  une  fregate  qui  croise  devant 
Damiettc ;  conmie  j'envoie  prendre  possession  de  cette 
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ville,  jc  vous  pric  de  donncr  Tordre  a  rofBcicr  qui  com- 
tnande  cctte  fregat^  de  se  rapprochcr  le  plus  possible, 
^t  d'entrer  en  communication  avec  nos  troupes,  qui  y 
seront  lorsque  vous  rccevrez  cette  lettre. 

Faites  partir  le  courier  que  je'vous  envoie  pour 
prendre  terre  a  Tendroit  qui  paraitra  le  plus  convenable, 
scion  les  nouvelles  que  vous  avez  de  Tennemi,  et  les 
vents  qui  regncnt  dans  cette  saison. 

Jedesirerais  que  vous  puissiez  y  cnvoyer  une  fregatc 
qui  aurait  ordre  de  partir  48  heures  apres  son  arrivee 
dans  le  port,  «oit  de  Malte  soit  d'Ancone,  en  recom- 
mandant  a  Tofficier  qui  la  commauderoit  de  nous  ap- 
porter  les  journaux  et  toutes  les  nouvelles  que  lui  don- 
tieraient  nos  agens. 

J'al  fait  filer  sur  Alexandrie  une  grande  quantite  de 
denrees  pour  solder  le  nolise  des  batiments  de  transport, 

Mille  choses  a  Ganteaume,  et  a  Casabianca« 

Jc  vous  salue. 

Bonaparte. 


TRANSLATION. 


Head  garters y  Cairoy  July  27. 
BOT^APARTE,  Member  of  the  National  Institute^  Com^ 
mander  in  Chief y  tn  Admiral  Brueys. 

A.FTER  a  number  of  very  fatiguing  marches,  and  some 
fighting,  v^e  are  at  length  arrived  at  Cairo.    I  am  ex- 
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tremely  well  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Chief  of 
Division,  Perree,  and  I  have  therefore  promoted  him  . 
to  the  rank  of  Rear  Admiral. 

I  bear  from  Alexandria*  that  a  channel,  such  as 
we  could  wish^  has  been  discovered  ;  and  by  this  time, 
I  flatter  myself,  you  are  already  in  the  port  with  all  your 
fleet. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  you  to  be  under  any  uneasi- 
ness With  respect  to  the  subsistence  of  your  men.  This 
country  is  rich  in  wheat,  pulse,  rice,  and  cattle,  almost 
beyond  imagination. 

I  persuade  myself,  that  to-morrow,  or  the  day  after 
at  the  farthest,  I  shall  hear  from  you, — which  I  have 
not  yet  done  sihce  my  departure  from  Alexandria. 

The  instant  you  inform  me  what  you  have  done,  and 
in  what  situation  you  are,  you  shall  receive  further 
orders  from  me  respecting  what  we  have  yet  to  dq. 

Some  of  the  stafF-ofBcers  have  undoubtedly  given  you 
an  account  of  our  late  victory. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  you  have  a  frigate  cruizing 
off  Damietta.  As  I  am  sending  troops  to  take  possession 
of  that  town,  I  must  request  you  to  order  the  captain  of 

•  Wc  shall  not  remark  on  the  gener^il  strain  of  coldness  that 
runs  through  this  letter ;  but  merely  call  the  reader's  attention 
for  a  moment  to  the  passage  we  have  marked :  "  I  hear,'*  he 
says,  *<  from  Alexandria,"  Sec.  It  looks  as  if  the  General's  an- 
xiety to  detain  the  fleet  had  induced  him  to  depart  from  the  line  of 
fair  conduct,  and  to  tamper,  unknown  to  the  Admiral,  with  some 
of  the  officers  at  Alexandria.  Brucys  (sec  his  letter  to  the  mi- 
n^ter  of  marine,  No.  IV.)  had  already  employed  two  persont 
very  well  qualified  (as  he  writes)  to  examine  the  grovind,  and 
their  report  had  not  yet  been  made  (  so  that  there  is  something 
extremely  suspicious  in  the  premature  information  thus  obtained 
by  Bonaparte. 
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the  fflgafc  to  keep  as  neap  the  land  21s  possible,  and  to 
open  a  communication  with  out  foJrces:  who  will  be 
in  possession  of  the  place  by  the  time  this  reaches  you. 

Send  off  the  courier  whom  ,1  have  dispatched  to  you 
immediately :  put  him  on  shore  wherever  you  think  it 
best. — In  this,  you  will  of  course  be  guided  by  what  you 
hear  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  by  the  winds  which  pre- 
vail at  this  season. 

I  could  veish  that  you  would  send  him  in  a  frigate, 
which  should  have  positive  orders  to  stay  no  longer  than 
eight-and-forty  hours  in  any  port  where  she  might  land 
him  (whether  Malta  or  Ancona) — in  this  case,  you 
might  charge  the  captain  to  bring  us  bbck  all  the  jour, 
nals,  and  all  the  information  which  our  agents  may 
have  collected. 

I  have  dispatched  by  the  Nile,  a  prodigious  quantity 
of  provisions  to  Alexandria,  to  pay  for  the  freight  of  the 
transports  there.* 

Say  a  thousand  kind  things  to  Ganteaume  and  Ca* 
sabWuica. 

I  salute  you. 

Bonaparte. t 

♦  Sec  the  irext  kttcr. 

+  This  is  the  kfttcr  of  which  Bonaparte  speaks  in  his  dispatches 
of  the  i^ih  of  August.  If  the  reader  has  gone  through  it  atten* 
tlvely,  which  we  hope  he  has,  we  will  beg  leave  to  ask  him  two 
questions  ;'--first,  whether  he  finds  any  mention  of  returning  t^ 
Corfou  in  it,  which  the  General  says  there  was  ?— and  secondly, 
whether  the  whole  tenour  of  it  does  not  militate  against  his  (Bo*> 
naparte's)  having  th^  smallest  idea  of  such  a  thing  ?  When  ha 
has  answered  these  two  questions,  as  we  think  he  must,  we  wiR 
not  trouble  him  for  his  opinion  of  the  General's  veracity. 
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No.  IX. 


Au  ^artier  general  du  Cair^, 
le  9  Tbermidor,  an  6. 

Bonaparte,  Membre  de  TlnstUut  National^  Central 
en  Chefy  au  General  de'Dividon^  Kleber. 

Wous  avons  au  Cairc,  Citoyen  General,  unc  tres^bellc 
monnoye.  Nous  aurions  besoin  de  tous  les  lingots  que 
nous  avons  laisses  a  Alexandrie,  en  cchange  de  quelquc 
numeraire  que  les  n6gocians  nous  ont  donne.  Je  vous 
prie  done  de  faire  reunir  tous  les  negocians  auxquds 
ont  et6  remis  les  dits  lingots^  et  de  les  leur  redcmanden 
Je  leur  donnerai  en  place,  des  bles  et  du  riz,  dont  nous 
avons  une  quantite  immense. 

Notre  pauvrete  en  numeraire  est  egale  a  notrc  richcsst 
en  denrees ;  ce  qui  nous  oblige  absolument  a  retirer  du 
commerce  le  plus  de  lingots  et  d'argent  que  nous  poti*. 
vons,  ct  a  leur  donner  en  echange  des  denrees. 

Je  n^i  pas  re^u  de  vos  nouvelles  depuis  mon  depait 
d'Alexandrie.  Vous  aurez  eu  bien  des  fausses  nouvelles, 
de  rinqui^tude.  Je  vous  ai  eqrit  souvent  par  les  geris 
du  pays,  mais  je  crains  que  les  Arabes  ne  les  aient  iit- 
terceptees,  comme  je  pense  qu'ils  ont  intercepte  ks 
votres.  J 'attends  dc  vos  nouvelles  avec  quclque  impa- 
tience. Vous  en  aurez  sans  doute  en  ce  moment  re9U 
4e  France.  • 

Nous  avons  essuy6  plus  de  fatigues  que  beaucoup  dc 
gens  Q'^voient  le  courage  de  les  supporter.    Mais  dans 
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ce  moment-d  nous  nous  reposons  au  Caire,  qui  ne  laisse 
pas  de  nous  oflTrir  beaucoup  de  ressources.  Toutes  les 
divisions  y  sont  reunies. 

L'Etat-Major  vous  aura  instruit  de  rcvencmcnt  mili- 
taire  qui  a  precede  notre  entree  au  Caire ;  il  a  et6  assex 
brillant.  Nous  avons  jette  deux  mille  Mamelouks  des 
mieux  montes  dans  le  Nil. 

L'artnee  a  grand  besoin  de  ses  bagages.  J'ai  envoys 
VAdjudant-^G^neral,  Almeyras,  aVec  un  bataillon  de  U 
85,  et  une  grande  quantite  dc  vivres  pour  Tescadre,  a 
Rosette.  II  est  charge  d'embarquer  a  son  retour,  tous 
les  effets  de  Tarmee,  et  de  les  escorter  jusqu'au  Caire. 

Donnez  ordre  aux  ofliciers  des  Etats-Majors  des  corps 
charges  des  depots,  de  les  envoyer  a  Rosette. 

£nvoyez-nou8  nos  imprimeries  Arabe,  et  Franfoise. 
Veilkz  a  ce  que  l*on  embarque  tous  les  vins^  eauxrde- 
vie,  tentes,  souliers,  &c.  Envoyez  tous  ccs  objets  par 
mer  a  Rosette,  et  v(x  la  croissance  du  Nil,  ils  remon- 
tront  facilement  jusqu'au  Caire. 

J 'attends  des  nouvellesde  votre  sante ;  je  desire  qu'elle 
se  r£tablisse  promptcment  et  que  vous  veniez  bient&t 
oous  rejoindre. 

J'ai  6crit  a  Louis  dc  partir  pour  Rosette  avec  tous 
mes  e&ts. 

A  rinstant  mSme  je  trouve  dans  un  jardin  des  Mame- 
louks une  lettre  de  Louis,  datee  du  21  Messidor,  ce  qui 
me  prouve  qu'un  de  ¥os  couriers  a  €t€  intercepte  par 
des  Mamolouks. 

Salut. 

BONArARTl. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Head  garters f  Cain,  Jutf  tj^ 

CovAPAltTB,  Member  of  the  National  Institute,  Com*- 
mander  in  Chiefs  to  the  General  of  Division,  KlebkA. 

Citizen  General, 

1  HERE  is  here  a  very  excrilent  mint.  We  shall  again 
have  occasion  for  all  the  ingots*  which  we  kft  with  the^ 
merchants  of  Alexandria,  in  exchange  for  the  specie  of 
the  country ;  I  request  you,  therefore,  to  call  together 
all  the  merchants  with  whom  the  said  ingots  were  ex- 
changed, and  to  re-demand  them.  I  wiU  give  them  in 
lieu  of  the  bullion,  wheat  and  rice,  of  which  wo  have 
immense  quantities. 

Our  poverty  in  specie  is  equal  to  our  riches  in  com- 
modities: this  circumstance  absolutely  compels  me  to 
take  as  many  ingots  as  possible  from  the  merchants,  and 
to  give  them  com,  &c.  in  exchange,  t 

•  The^  ingots  were  formed  from  the  gold  and  silver  previously 
stolen  by  this  rapacious  freebooter  from  the  church  of  St,  John, 
where  the  Maltese  kept  their  public  treasury.  Sec  the  Letter  of 
4ie  Bailly  of  Teigna,  and  the  Manife^oes  of  the  different  com- 
tnanders. 

t  To  force  one  kind  of  plunder  on  the  merchants,  by  way  of 
payment,  ^nd  then  to  take  it  from  them  again  in  exchange  for 
^me  other  which  can  Y>c  more  conveniently  spared,  is  a  proceed- 
ipg  so  perfectly  consonant  to  the  French  ideas  of  justice,  and  has 
been  so  frequently  employed  by  them,  wherever  they  have  had 
power  to  put  it  in  practice,  as  iheir  good  friends  aad  allies  can 
ctiSifyi  that  it  scarce  deseivet  notice. 
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I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  since  I  left  Alex- 
andria. You  have  doubtless  heard  many  idle  ruftiours, 
and  alarms.  I  have  sent  you  several  letters  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  which  I  fear  have  been  intercepted 

But  wc  would  fain  ask  the  General  how  the  country  can  be 
poor  in  specie,  when  it  appears  from  hi«  letter  to  the  Directory,  - 
written  only  three  days  before  the  present,  that  every  Maraelouc 
had  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket.  **  The  Mame- 
**  loucs,"  says  he,  (see  all  the  papers  of  the  31st  of  October) 
**  shewed  great  braver)*.  They  defended  their  fortunes,  for 
"  tAere  was  wst  9nt  of  them  on  whom  our  soldiers  did  not  find 
•*  three,  four,  and  five  hundred  louis"  !  1 ! 

Now  it  appears  from  the  same  account,  that  the  number  of 
Mameloucs  engaged  was  6000.  It  is  but  fair  to  suppose  that 
those  who  escaped  were  as  rkh  as  those  who  fell :  6600,  there- 
fiore,  multiplied  by  40a,  the  average  of  their  fortunes,  gives  a 
local  of  2,400,000  louis— no  despicable  sum  for  a  couatry  to 
poor  in  specie;  and  probably  not  a  great  deal  less  than  what 
might  be  found  in  the  pockets,  or  even  in  the  possession,  of  the 
same  number  of  people  in  any  army  in  France— a  country,  as  we 
all  know,  so  rich  in  specie  Y 

Further ;  the  soldiers  must  have  found  on  the  2000  Mame* 
Joucs,  who,  as  the  Geaeral  says  in  his  letter  to  the  Directoiyi 
were  killed,  800,000  louis,  by  the  fairest  calculation :  now  we 
think  that  some  method  might  have  been  found  to  persuade  them 
to  resign  their  plunder  for  a  time  (especially  as  they  seem  to  enjoy' 
few  opportunities  of  wasting  it) ;  and  thus  to  have  spared  Bona- 
parte the  mortification,  and  Kleber  the  infamy,  of  compelling  the 
merchants  of  Alexandria  to  take  what  they  do  not  want,  in  ex- 
change for  what  they  cannot  spare ! 

Shall  we  now  he  serious  ?  We  do  not  believe  that  the  Mame  • 
loucs  had  a  single  louis  about  them:  rich  arms  and  clothing 
they  certainly  had  j  and  if  the  French  should  ever  return  home 
(as,  if  it  please  God,  they  never  will),  they  may  probably  turn 
tiiMi  to  som^  account :  at  presem,  all  these  fine  thinj^s  are  mere 
ificumbsances  to  theni. 

We  do  not  know  the  reason  of  it^  but^we  constantly  obacrtc 
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by  the  ^rabs,  as  has  most  probably  been  the  case  with 
those  which  you  have  sent  me.  I  am  now  all  impa- 
tience to  hear  from  you  ;  as  you  have  undoubtedly  by 
this  time  received  intelligence  from  France. 

We  have  undergone  more  hardships  than  many  among 
us  had  courage  to  support :  at  present,  we  are  recover- 
ing ourselves  a  little  at  Cairo,  which  is  not  deficient  in 
supplies.     All  our  troops  have  joined. 

The  Officers  of  the  Staff  will  have  acquainted  you 
with  the  military  transaction  which  preceded  our  entry 
into  this  place.  It  was  tolerably  brilliant.  Two  thou- 
sand of  the  best  mounted  Mameloucs  were  driven  into 
the  Nile, 

The  arniy  is  in  the  greatest  want  of  its  baggage.  I 
have  dispatched  the  Adjutant-General  Almeyras  with  a 
battalion  of  the  85th,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  pro- 
visions for  the  fleet,  to  Rosetta.  He  is  commissioned 
on  his  return, to  take  on  board  his  flotilla,  all  the  bag- 
gage, &c^of  the  army,  aftd  to  escort  it  to  Cairo. 

Order  the  Staff  Officers  of  the  different  corps,  charg- 
ed with  the  care  of  the  magazines,  to  send  them  all  to 
Rosetta. 

5end  us  our  Arabic  and  French  printing-presses.  Sec 
that  they  embark  all  the  wine,  brandy,  tents,  shoes,*  &c. 

that  none  of  the  army  attempt  to  cajole  Kleber.  He  is  almost  the 
only  one  to  whom  things  are  represented  as  they  really  are— 
And  Bonaparte,  whose  letter  to  the  Cockneys  of  Paris,  repre- 
senting Egypt  as  almost  paved  with  gold,  was  scarce  dry ;  sits 
down  to  tell  this  sagacious  and  penetrating  General,  that  there  is 
none  to  be  found  in  it;  and  that  he  has  no  resource  tmt  the 
plundered  ingots  of  Maltal 

•  We  have  already  observed  that  not  one  .of  these  articles  can 
reach  Cairo.   The  port  of  Alexandria  is  hermetically  sealed,  and 
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Scad  round  ,all  these  articles  by  sea  to  Rosetta :  and 
.as  the  Nile  is  now  upon  its  increase^  they  will  find  no 
difficulty  in  passing  up  that  river  to  Cairo. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  of  your  health.  4  hope  it  wilt 
be  speedily  re-established,  and  that  you  will  be  soon  in 
a  condition  to  come  and  join  uS. 

I  have  written  to  I^ouis*  to  set  out  for  Roktta  im- 
mediately, with  all  my  baggage. 

Since  I  wrote  this,  I  have  found  in  a  garden  belong- 
ing to  one  of  the  Mameloucs,  a  letter  from  Louis — this 
convinces  me  that  one  of  your  couriers  has  been  inter- 
cepted by  these  people. 

Health. 

Bonaparte. 

however  urgent  the  wants  of  the  sumy  ^jnay  be,  tl^cy  must  Icarii 
to  bear  them. 

♦  His  brother.    He  alludes  to  Boursienne's  ktter,  see  No^     ^ 
XIV. 
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No.  X. 


Au  ^artier  giniral  du  Caire^ 
le  9  Thermtdor^  an  6. 

Bona  PART  E9  Membre  it  TInsAtvi  National^  Gineral 
en  Chef  J  au  Gcniral  de  Division^  Kleber. 

Vous  trouverez  ci-joint,  Citoycn  General,  copic  dc 
rorganisation  provisoire  de  I'Egyptc. 

Vous  nomracrez  le  Divan,  TAga,  la  Compagnie  de 
60  homines  qu'il  doit  avoir  avcc  lui. 

Vous  fcrez  fairc  Tinventaire  de  tous  les  bicn,  nieubles 
ct  immeublcs  qui  appartenaient  aux  Mamelouks.  L'In- 
tendant  ct  TAgent  Fran^ais  vont  sc  rendrc  incessamment 
a  leur  postc. 

Vous  ferez  faire  la  levee  de  tous  les  chevaux  pour  la 
remonte  de  la  cavalerie. 

Je  vous  prie  dc  prendre  toutes  ks  tncsurcs  n6cessaircs 
pour  maintcnir  la  tranquillh€  ct  le  bon  ordre  dans  la 
province  d'Alexandric. 

Salut. 

BOKAPARTB. 


Fa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6S  COPIES   OF 


(Copii.) 

Ju  ^artier  general  du  Cair^^ 
U  9  Thtrmidory  an  6. 

BONAPARTEj  M0mhre  de  rinstitut  National^  General 
en  Chef. 

ORDONNE. 

Article  Premier. 
II  y  aura  dans  chaque  province  de  I'Egypte  im  Divan 
compose  de  7  personnes,  charges  de  veiller  aux  interets 
de  la  province,  de  me  faire  part  de  toutes  les  plaintes 
qu'il  pourroit  y  avoir ;  d*empechcr  les  guerres  que  se 
font  les  villages  entre  eux,  de  survciller  les  mauvais 
sujets,  de  les  chatier  en  demandant  la  force  au  Com- 
mandant Fran^ais,  et  d'eclairer  le  peuple  toutes  les  fo^s 
que  cela  sera  necessaire.  . 

Article  2. 

II  y  aura  dans  chaque  province  un  Aga  des  Janissaires 
qui  se  tiendra  toujours  avec  le  Commandant  Franfals. 
II  aura  avec  lui  une  compagnic  de  60  hommes  du  pays 
armes,  avec  lesquels  il  se  portcra  partout  ou  il  sera 
neccssairc  pour  maintenir  le  bon  ordre,  et  faire  rester 
chacun  dans  Tobeissance  et  la  tranquillite. 

Article  3. 

II  y  aura  dans  chaque  province  un  Intendant  charge 
de  la  perception  du  Miri  et  du  Feddaniy  et  de  tons  les 
revenus  qui  appartenaient  ci-devant  aux  Mamclouks,  et 
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Kjul  appartiennent  aujourd'hui  a  la  ll6pubUque,   II  aU»a 
chcz  lui  le  nombre  d*Agcns  n6ces^res. 

Article  4. 

11  y  aura  aupres  du  dit  Intcndant  un  Agent  Fran9ois» 

tant  pour  correspondre  avec  radministration  des'finances, 

que  pour  faire  cxecuter  tous  Ics  ordres  quSl  pourroit  re- 

cevoir,  et  se  trouver  toujburs  au  faitderadministration, 

(SigneJ  Bonaparte. 

Pour  copie  conforme. 

Bonaparte. 


Head  garters,  Cairo,  July  27. 

Bonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  Institute,  Com^ 

mavider  in  Chief y  to  the  General  of  Division,  Kleber. 

Annexed  to  this,  Citizen  General^  you  will  find  a 
copy  of  the  provisional  organization  of  Egypt.* 

•  Wc  scarce  know  whether  this  famous  code,  which  we  do  not 
yet  despair  of  hearing  some  enlightened  senator  call  '<  a  master- 
piece of  human  wisdom  and  integrity,"  be  most  distinguished  for 
its  folly  or  atrocity.  The  people  whom  Bonaparte  loudly  pro- 
fesses he  came  to  relieve,  are  to  have  the  liberty  of  paying  the 
taxes  which  they  paid  to  the  Mameloucs,  to  an  Intendant  assisted 
by  a  company  of  fusileers,  in  the  shape  of  agents,  who,  if 
they  (the  people)  do  not  appear  fully  sensible  of  the  blessing  thus 
dinut  upon  them  (as,  God  knows,  may  very  innocently  be  th« 
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You  will  naoie  the  Divan^  the  Aga»  and  the  company 
of  sixty  men  which  he  is  to  have  with  him. 

You  will  cause  an  inventory  to  be  taken  of  all  the 
goodsy  moveables  and  inlmoveableSy  which  belonged  to 
the  Mameloucs.  The  Intendant,  and  the  French  Agent 
are  on  the  point  of  repairing  to  their  posts. 

You  will  order  a  general  levj  of  horses  to  be  made, 
to  remount  the  cavalry. 

I  entreat  you  to  take  every  precaution  to'  preserve 
tranquillity  and  good  order  in  the  province  of  Alexandria. 

X  Health. 

Bonaparte* 

easel)  are^  in  the  words-oC^tlut^grtat-GOiistitution-mongery  <<  t« 
enlighten  them  1" 

The  reader  will  find  more  on  this  head  in  our  Introduction^  to 
which  we  willingly  refer  him.  To  say  the  truth,  wc  are  glad  to 
escape  from  the  subject,  a»  we  contemplate  with  no  agreeable 
feelings,  the  spectacle  of  a  man  (though  that  man  be  Bonaparte), 
thus  ignorantly  and  wantonly,  and  barbarously  playing  with  the 
happiness  of  a  nation,  Which  never  injured,  perhaps  never  heard 
of  htm,  or  his  rapacious  masters.  One  consolation  yet  remains^ 
and  we  honestly  confess  that  we  have  not  Stoicism  enough,  to 
deny  ourselves  the  gratification  of  enjoying  it  by  anticipation* 
Egypt  is  the  last  country  that  Bonaparte  will  ever  insult  with  the 
mockery  of  liberty :  he  has  run  his  career  of  impiety  and  deceit^ 
of  pillage  and  desolation  :-* 

"  The  sun  sets  on  his  Ibrtunes  red  and  bloodyi 
f^  And  everlasting  night  begins  to  close  him*** 
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[The  Cop,.) 

Head  garters y  Cairo ^  July  27. 
BONAPARTE)  MimUr  of  the  National  Institute,  Com^ 
mander  in  Chief, 

ORDERS. 

Article  I. 
Thiife- shall  be  in  each  province  of  JEgypt,  a  Divan 
composed  of  seven  petsons,  charged  to  watch  over  the 
interests  of  the  province,  to  inform  me  of  every  griev- 
ance, to  prevent  the  contests  which  arise  between  the 
different  villages,  to  keep  a  steady  eye  over  the  turbulent 
:md  seditious^  to  punish  them  by  calling  in  the  military 
force  under  the  French  Commander,  and  to  enlighten 
the  people  as  often  as  it  shall  be  found  requisite. 

Article  2. 
There  shall  be  in  each  province  an  Aga  of  the  jani- 
zariesj  who  shall  constantly  reside  with  the  French 
Commandant.  He  shall  have  with  him  a  company  of 
armed  men,  natives  of  the  country  ;  with  whom  he  shall 
proceed  wherever  his  services  may  be  necessary  to  main* 
tain  good  order,  and  to  keep  every  one  in  tranquillity 
and  obedience. 

Article  3. 

There  shall  be  In  every  province  an  Intendant,  charged 

with  the  collection  of  the  Miri  and  the  Feddam  ;  and 

generally  of  all  the  revenues  which  belonged  heretofore 

to  the  Mameloucs>  and  which  appertain  at  present  to 
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the 'Republic.     He  shall  h^ve  with  him  the  necessary 
number  of  agents. 

Article  4. 

There  shall  always  be  with  the  said  Intendant,  a 
French  Agent;  for  the  purpose  of  corresponding  with 
the  Administrator  of  the  Finances,  for  insuring  the  exe- 
cution of  such  orders  as  he  may  receive,  and  for  ac- 
quiring a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  system  of  adminis- 
tration. 

(Signed)  Bonaparti. 

A  true  copy. 

BONAPARTt. 
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No.  XL. 

A  Boulacy  pres  le  Caircj  le  9  Thermldory  an  6. 
A  Kleber. 

^ous  sommes  enfin  arrives,  men  ami,  au  pays  taut 
desire  !  qu*il  est  loin  de  ce  que  rimagination  memi  la 
plus  raisonnable  se  Tetoit  represente  ;  Thorrible  villasse 
du  Caire  est  peuplee  d'une  canaille  paresseuse,  accroupie  . 
tout  le  jour  devant  leurs  huttes  infadiesy  fumant,  pre- 
nant  du  caffe,  ou  mangeant  des  pasticques,  et  buvant 
de  I'cau. 

On  peut  se  perdre  tres-aisement  pendant  tout  un  jour 
dans  les  rues  puantes  et  etroites  de  cette  faqieuse  cap!- 
tale.  Le  seul  quartier  des  Mamelouks  est  habitable, 
Le  General  en  Chef  y  ilemeure  d^ns  une  assez  belle 
maison  de  Bey.  J'ai  ecrit  au  Chef  de  Brigade  Dupuis 
actuellement  'General  et  Commandant  au  Caire,  pou^ 
qu'il  t'y  fit  reserver  une  maison ;  je  n'ai  pas  encore  sa 
reponse. 

La  division  est  a  une  espace  de  ville  appellee  Boulac 
pres  le  Nil ;  une  demie  lieue  du  Caire  :  nous  sommes, 
tous  log6s  dans  des  maisons  abandoni^es  et-fort  vilaines« 
Dugua  seulement  est  passablement. 

Le  General  Lannes  vieat  de  recevotr  Tordre  d'aller 
prendre  le  commandement  de  la  division  Menou,  a  la 
place  de  Vial,  qui  va  a  Damiette  avec  un  bataillon :  it 
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m*assurc  quil  rcfusera.  Le  2«  legJrc  ct  Ic  General 
Verdier  sont  en  position  pres  les  Pyramides,  sur  la  rive 
gauche  du  Nil,  jusqu'a  ce  que  le  point  qu'il  occupe  soit 
fortifie  pour  y  placer  un  poste  de  cent  hommes. 

On  doit  etablir  un  pont  vis^a-vis  Gizeh  ;  cet  endroit 
est  en  ce  moment  occupe  par  la  reserve  d'artiUerie  et 
du  g6nie«  La  division  Regnicr  est  au  devant  du  Caire, 
a  deux  ou  trois  licues :  celle  de  Desaix  va  venir  a  vieux 
Caire,  celle  de  Bon  est  a  la  citadelle,  et  celle  de  Menou 
en  ville. 

Tu  n*as  pas  d'idee  des  marches  fati^uantes  que  nous 
avons'faites  pour  arriver  au  Caire ;  arrivant  toyjours  a 
H^  ou  quatre  heuros  apres-midi>  apres  avoir  souflert 
toutfe  h  chaleur,  la  plus  part  du  temps' sans  viVres,  etant 
obligSs'  de  glaner  ce  que  les  divisions  qui  nous  prec€-^ 
ddicmt  avoientt-laiMf  d^nsles  horribles  villages  qu'elles 
a^oient  souvent  pill^s^;  harcdes  toute  la  marche  par  c^tte 
horde  de  voleurs  appelles  Bedouins  qui  nous  ont  tiie  des 
hbntmes'et  de^^offlciers,  a  vingt-cinq  pas  de  lacolonhe. 
L'Aid6^  de  Camp  dt  General  Dugua^  appelli  Gerorety  a 
^€  assassin^  avant  liter  de  cette  maniere,  en  allant  por- 
ter un  wdl-e  a  un  peloton  de  grenadiers  a  unc  portec  de 
ib  fbsil  du  Oamp  ;  c*eA  une  guerre>  ma  foi,  pire  que 
telle  de  la  VendSc ! 

Wous  avofls^cu  comtet  le  jour  de  notre  arrivSe  sur  \t 
Nil  a  la  hauteur  du  Caire.  Les  Mamelouks  qui  avoient 
eU'lVsprit  dese  placer  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Nil  nous 
OiH  prckmti  le  combat;  et  ils  ont  M  rosscs ;  cette  ba* 
taflle  se^nomme  cdledes  Pyramides  ;  ils  ont  perdu  sept 
ou  huit-cents  hommes  sansex^ration^aucune,  il  y  a  eu 
une  grande  partie  de  ce  nombre  qui  se  noyerent  en  vou- 
lanf  passer  le  Nil  ii  la  nage. 
Je  desire  bicn  savoir  commenrtu  tepoites,  et  quand 
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tu  scras  en  -etat  de  venir  prendre  Ic  commandcment  de 
la  division,  qui  est  en  de  bien  foibles  mains.  Tout  lo 
monde  t'y  desire,  et  chacun  se  reliche  singulierement 
du  service ;  je  fais  ce  que  jc  puis  pour  retenir  chaque 
partie  liee  entre  elle,  mais  cela  va  tres-mal.  Les  troupes 
he  sent  ni  payees  ni  nourries,  et  tu  devine  aisement 
eombien  cefe  attire  de  murmures ;  ils  sont  peut-ctre  plus 
forts  encore  de  la  part  des  officiers.  On  nous  fait  es- 
perer  qui  d'ici  a  huit  jours,  les  administrations  sefont 
asscz  bitn  organis€es  pour  faire  exactcment  les  distri- 
butions ;  mais  cela  est  bien  long. 

Si  tu  vlens  bient6t  ce  que  je  souhaite  ardemmcnt,  fais 
toi  escorter  m^me  sur  ta  barque  par  des  fusilliers  qui 
pcissent  r6pondre  aux  attaques  d^s^  Bedouins,  qui  ne 
manqueront  suremenf  pas  de  se  presenter  sur  la  rive  do 
Nil  pour  essayer  de  te  fusilier  dans  ta  barque, 

tcComtnissaireOrdonnateur  Sticy  a  eu  le  bras  cass6 
sur  la  ftotille  en  remontant  au  Cairc,  Tu  pourrois  peut- 
ctre  rcvenir  avec  les  chalbuppes  canonnieres^  et  les 
gcrmes  qui"  sont  all6  chercher  les  effets  des  troupes  a 
AlexandUe.    Arrive !  arrive !  et  arrive  ! 

Tout  i  toii 

Damas. 

Amitii  a  Augusts,  et  ^  ses  €olliegues. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Boulac,  near  Cairo,  July  27/A. 
To  Kleber.* 

We  are  arrived  at  length,  my  friend,  at  the  spqt 
so  much  and  so  eagerly  desired !  How  different  is  it 
from  what  the  most  cool  and  temperate  imagination  had 
figured  it  to  be  !  This  execrable  doghole  of  a  city  i& 
inhabited  by  a  lazy  set  of  wretches,  who  squat  all  day 
before  their  filthy  huts,  smoking,  and  taking  coflFee,  or 
eating  pumpions,  and  drinking  wat^r. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  lose  ones-self  for  a  whole  day  in 
the  stinking  and  narrow  streets  of  this  illustrious  capi-. 
tal.  The  quarter  of  the  Mameloucs  is  the  only  one 
which  is  habitable ;  the  Commander  in  Chief  resides 
there  in  a  tolerable  handsome  house,  which  belonged  to 
one  of  the  Beys.  I  have  written  to  the  Chief  of  Brigade, 
Dupuis,t  at  present  General  and  Governor  of  Cairo,  to 
reserve  a  house  for  thee.  I  have  not  yet  received  his 
answer. 

The  division  is  quartered  in  a  kind  of  town,  called 
Boulac,  upon  the  Nile,  about  half  a  league  from  Cairo. 
We  are  all  lodged  in  houses  deserted  by  the  owners,  and 

•  this  well  written  letter  is  from  one  of  the  best  officers  Ir 
the  French  service ;  it  is  another  proof  of  what  we  observed  in  a 
former  page,  that  Kleber  had  no  attempts  made  on  his  credu- 
lity ;  eveiy  thing  is  represented  to  him  in  its  true  light. 

t  See  a  letter  from  him,  No.  XXIII. 
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wretched  enough  in  all  conscience*    Dugua's  is  the  only 
one  which  is  tolerable* 

General  Lanhes  has  just  received  an  order  to  take  the 
command  of  Menou's  division,  in  the  room  of  Vial,  who 
is  going  to  Damietta  with  a  battalion.  He  assures  me 
that  he  will  not  accept  it.  The  2d  light  battalion,  and 
General  Verdier,  are  stationed  near  the  Pyramids,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Nile,  till  the  position  which  he  oc- 
cupies can  be  fortified,  so  as  to  receive  a  earrison  of  a 
hundred  men. 

A  bridge  is  intended  to  be  thrown  over  the  river, 
nearly  opposite  Gizeh.  The  spot  is  at  present  occupied 
by  the  reserve  of  the  artillery  and  engineers.  Regnfer's 
division  is  stationed  two  or  three  leagues  in  front  of 
Cairo ;  Desaix's  is  about  to  occupy  Old  Cairo ;  Bon's 
is  stationed  in  the  citadel,  and  Menou's  in  the  city. 

Thou  hast  not  an  idea  of  the  fatigumg  marches  wc 
made  to  get  to  Cairo ;  never  halting  till  three  or  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  broiling  in  the  sun  all 
day ;  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  without  food ;  obliged 
to  glean  what  the  divisions  which  preceded  us  had  left 
in  those  detestable  villages,  which  they  had  frequently 
pillaged ;  arid  harassed  during  the  whole  march  by 
those  hordes  of  robbers  called  Bedouins,  who  killed 
not  only  our  men,  but  our  officers,  at  five-and-twenty 
paces  from  the  main  body.  The  Aid-de-camp  of  Gene- 
ral  Diigua,  called  Geroret,  was  shot  in  this  manner  as 
he  was  carrying  an  order  to  a  file  of  grenadiers,  not  9 
musket  shot  from  the  camp.  It  is  a  more  destructive 
war,  on  my  soul !  than  that  of  La  Vendee. 

We  had  an  engagement  the  day  we  arrived  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cairo.    The  Mameloucs,  who  had 
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the  good  sense^  to  place  AemselTcs  on  the  kft'bafikef 
the  Nile^  off!^ed  us  battle,  and  got  e  good  beatiflg.  We 
call  it  the  Battle  of  the  Pyramidi ;  they  last  (to  sp<!ak 
whhout  exaggeratioa)  seven  or  eight  himdrod  own ;  of 
these,  a  great  portion  perished  ifi  att€iii|itlng  to  swim 
across  the  Nile. 

I  wish  very  much  to  know  faow  thou  art,  aad  wheJl 
thou  think'st  thou  sfaalt  be  able  to  come  and  take  the 
command  of  the  division,  which  is  in  very  feeble  han^s^t 

*  V Esprit  in  the  original ;  Damas  speaks  ironicaily.  It  is  evi- 
^ent  that  if  those  brave  and  uoiortunate  men  had  not  entered 
into  a  pitched  battle»  but  retired  before  the  enemy  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Nile,  and  contented  themselves  with  harassing  thera, 
and  disputing  the  passage,  the  whole  army  must  in  this  case  have 
been  destroyed.  Nothing,  io  short,  but  a  blind  reliance  on  their 
own  courage,  and  a  total  ignorance  of  the  European  manner  of 
fighting,  could  ha^c  induced  between  three  and  four  thousand  men 
(for  this  was  their  utmost  number)  to  attack  24,000  of  the  best 
troops  of  France,  furnished  with  artillery,  and  bristled  with  an  imr 
penetrable /ence  of  bayonets.  That  they  should  be  defeated,  is 
not  so  wanderful  as  that  they  should  be  able  to  do  any  injury  at 
all  to  the  French— which  we  yet  fiad  they  did« 

Bonaparte  reckons  his  loss,  in  his  letter  to  the  Directory,  at 
150  killed  and  wounded ;  in  aaother  letter  (not  to  the  Directory) , 
he  states  the  number  to  be  a  10 ;  most  probably  it  was  greater 
still.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  find  from  the  authentic  state- 
ment before  us,  that  the  loss  of  the  Mameloncs  was  not  so  gf^tl 
Damas  reckons  it  at  700  or  loo  naen,  and  even  so,  be  is  appre-* 
liensive  that  he  shall  be  suspected  of  exaggeiadon*  This  is  mote 
than  wa3  necessary  to  teach  us  to  read  the  rhapsodies  of  the  Com* 
nander  In  Chief  cum  grana,"^ 

f  These  feeble  hands  are  Dugua's ;  the  division  was  intrusted 
to  him,  in  consequence  of  Kleber's  wound,  which  detained  that 
General  at  Alexandria.  The  remainder  of  this  letter  is  highly 
Ittiportaat. 
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Every  body  is  desirous  of  having  thee  here.  There  is  a 
general  relaxation  in  the  service :  I  dfe  all  I  can  to  pre- 
serve unity  among  the  different  parties ;  but  all  goes  very 
ill.  The  troops  are  neither  paid  nor  fed;  and  thou 
may'st  easily  guess  what  murmurs  this  occasions : — they  • 
are  loudest  perhaps  among  the  officers.  We  are  cajoled 
with  promises,  that  in  a  week's  time  the  administra- 
tions will  be  sufl^ciently  organized  to  enable  them  to 
make  their  distributions  regularly — but  a  week  is  still 
too  long. 

If  thou  com'st  soon,  which  I  most  ardently  wish, 
take  care  to  be  escorted  even  on  beard,  by  a  party  of  fu- 
sileers,  capable  of  securing  thee  from  the  attacks  of  the 
Arabs,  who  will  most  assuredly  make  their  appearance 
on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and  endeavour  to  destroy  thee 
in  thy  bark. 

The  first  Commissary,  Sucy,  had  his  arm  fractured 
on  board  the  flotilla,  in  his  passage  to  Cairo.  Thou 
may'st  perhaps  come  to  us  in  the  gun-boats,  lighters. 
Sec,  which  have  been  dispatched  to  bring  round  the 
baggage  of  the  army  from  Alexandria.— come,  come, 
prithee  come ! 

Thine  entirely. 

Damas. 
My  r^ards  to  Augustus  and  his  Colleagues. 
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No.  XII. 


Du  Grand  Caire,  le  9,  Thermidor,  an  6- 

1-iB  General  Desaix  me  charge,  mon  cher  Douzelot, 
de  te  recominandcr  de  ne  pas  oublier  ses  efFets,  et  nous 
croyons  qu'il  est  inutile  de  te  recoramander  les  notrcs. 
Nous  les  attendons  comme  le  messie  ;  ne  laissc  absolu- 
ment  rien. 

4  Malles  au  General  Desaix.  *• 
I  Porte-manteau,  idem. 

I  Forme  a  drapeau,  avec  unc  peiite  boite. 
■'I  Secretaire  au  General. 

d  Matelats — i  couverte  de  drap  blanc. 

1  Paire  de  draps. 

I  Housse,  et  i  coussin  de  voiture.     La  voitiire  sur  le 
No.  54. 

16  Caisses  de  sapin,  marquees  au  General  Desaix, 
contenant  du  vin. 

I  Tonneau  goudronne  sur  les  deux  fends,  contenant 
du  vin. 

I  Barril  de  vinaigre. 

5  Bouteilles  de  vin,  dans  le  cofFrc  du  cabinet  du  Ci- 
toycn  Le  Roi.  ' 

Tout  cela  etoit  dans  la  soute  du  cuisinier  dc  Daurc. 

A  Clement. 

I  Malle — il  y  a  des  adresses. 
I  Porte-manteau — son  hamac. 
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-..A  Rap.     ' 
I  Vachc,  I  malic,  ct  son  hamac* 

A  Savary,    ' 

1  Malle  quarrSe  noire.  ^^  domesti<yie»  jo  I'at- 

;pl;;;!S«ubl^.   /    tends  m^Iadcounon. 

I  Caisse  contenant  des  selles,  elle  est  quarree  platte 
forme  tn  sapin,  elle  ferme  aVec.nne  semire.  >' 

Mon  hamac  si  il  est  possible,  au  moins  mon  matdat^ 
ma  couvertiire,  mes  draps,  et  mon  trarersin. 

Si  to'trooveiaoyenid'acheter  quelques  bouteiiles  de 
km  niqi,  fais-le, 

Noiis:  sommes  sans  cokinier,  ^i  tu  eh  trouve  .uil, 
amene-Ie. 

D^s  a  ton  domestique  de  passer  aux  bltiments  de  nos 
chevaux,  d*y  prendre  leg  tflbts  de  Joli-coeur,  ct  de  de- 
mander  au  Citoyen  Martin  marechal  des  logis  au  2ome 
de  dragons,  le  porte-manteau  du  dragon  Alex.  Timber 
qui  panse  ici  mon  cheval. 

Si  tu  ^prouvois  des  difBcult6s  pour  emBarquer  la 
voiture,-l6  Gen6ral  teprie  de  la  debarquer,  la  faire 
•monter,  et  la  placer  en  lieu  sflr  a  Alexandric^ 
'  Ton  freit  me  charge  de  te  dire  d*dpporter  totit  ce 
qui  lui  appartient,  ainsi  qu'a  toi,  de  ne  rien  oublier-^ 
absohiment  rien. '  * 

N^ottbli^'pas  ceux  de  B6Urdon. 

^  tu  ne  peux  pas  embarquer  ton  cheval,  TCtid*lc,  ou 
lemets-le  i  rartillerie,  eit  prenaht  un  re^u  5  nous  t*en 
Imiverent  uii  ici ;  ton  frere  ^n  a  3. 

Void  Me  chose^nt' nous  tfe  pribAs*  de'  foccupef : 
im  tiwersiArfPles  Deserty  nclifs  cume*  \ine  ilt^rtc'de  hult, 
^diteiaqiJifelte  iMni^  peMBmt^^'b  jcim^nt  du^6^0€ra?  De- 
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saix,  scllee;  bridee  dii  y^e.hussards ;  Ics  deux  chevauk 
dc  ton  frere  ;  le-Tnien  .s^le,  veijant  du  2ome  dragons, 
une  jument  noire  ;  celui  de  Rap  du  yme  hussards.  Cc- 
lui  de  Clement,  courte  fjiieuc*  lis  prirent  tons  la  fuitc ; 
*d'apres  les  rapports,  ils  oift  ete  arretes  a  Rosette^  et 
mii  sfti  dgp6t' de  iVrtltefU ;  si  en  passaHttu  pouvoi* 
les  "decouvrir,  en  prendre  d^s  r^^iis,  I'on  xxon$  ley  paye- 
roitici.'  .  ..i;   . 

Ton  frere. Jftte  charge  dc  tc  dire  ce  qui  suit:  nous 
yiVons  iqi'  beaucoup  plus  tnal  que  nous  n'avohs  j4i6ais 
vecu  de  la  vie.  Pasunegoute  de  vin,  ni  d'oau*de-viei. 
-r-Ton  frere  te  recommandeL  de  fairc  en  sorte:  d*«n  ftirc 
debarquer  des  batiments  de  Civita  Vecchia,  Iq'plufi  qufc 
tupourrafi,  et  si  il  le  faut  UnKms)eaade]'un  et  deL-ftUlre : 
ne  rien  negliger  aupres  de  CoUasse. 

Souvienshtoi,— vin,  eau-de-vici  .et  mm  t  il  y«ft  uh 
si^cle  que  nous  en  avons  le  plus  grand  besoin..    II  y  eo 
a  id  peu  extremem^nt-romiVfti?,  hOrs  de  prix,  et  Ton  nt 
.p^ut;s*en  procurer.       iS  :  .^ * 

Une  chose  que  Ton  te  prie  dc  fairc,  c'est  d'embarquer 
les  ballots  de  souliers,  et  4e  chemises  de.la  division, 
comnie  equipages  du  General  Desaix ;  )e$  soldats  en 
sont  nuds — iCt  on  les  pr^Adrpit  pour  d'autre^. 

Si  tu  as  besoin  d'argent,  sers^toi  du  nuen^  et  ti^ns  en 
eompte»  *  r  "    .  : 

Adieu,  nous  t'attendons ;  fais  pour  k  mieux,  surtout 
souviens-toi  que  nous  n'a^rons  de  vin,  et  d'eauhde-vie, 
que  ce  que  tu  apporteras,  ^et  que  sur  les  i6  cais^M  de 
sapin,  14  sont  au  Gei^pi^  Bonaparte^.  Au'nom  de 
Dieu  apportes-en  du-conyoi,  et  de  reau^e-vie.    T(M%a 

I'armee  a  la  diarrhee  a  force  de  boire  dej'eau. ^Pour 

Dieu,  de  vin,  de  reau-d^yie^  et  du  rum,'^  n'oublie  pa$ 
Its  cfiets  du  General  JEleliard ;  ne  lu)  laisse  xien  li»ba^» 
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^UG  Ic  mollis  posBJblq,— t^pur  }4^Pft  tu  saisTqu'il  a 
etc  tuc*  '      , 

Savary. 

Lon  vous  ciivoye  66  barques  du.  Nil  ^iUpoiirrcnt  se 
f^tfa;qiic  ]li}^  p3iu^nco¥A  .dgs  4^tai}e^  i.Alexandrie, 
dans  cc  cas  il  faiidroit  tacher  de  te  racttre  sur  une. 

Hrai  ici. 


TRANSLATION. 

^  Grand  CairOf  July  27. 

0£NBRAL,Desaix  enjoiiys  me,  my  dear  Douzelot,  to 
request  thee  riot  to  forget  his  baggage ;  and  wc  are  per- 
suaded that  it  is  uniiecessary  to  put' thee  in  mind  of  oar 
cWS.'^We  lo6k  for  it  as  anxioudy  ad  for  the  coming  of 
the  Messiah — leave  nothing-behind,  positively  nothing. 

Belmging  to  General  Desaix, 
4  Trunks. 
I  Portmanteau. 

I  Forme  *  with  CQftat8S>  and  a  nnall  box.  -   • 

I  Writing  desk, 
a  Mattresses,  I  white  coverlet,  i  pair-of  sheets. 

*  Kindo^tt^i  or  stuiled  cuihiooi  t9  sleep  on. 

G  2  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9^  '    * '  covy^s^f- 

i  Hor$6  cI6Hi/'t ic!bsdse  se^t,  and  a  chatse^n  board  thr 
transport.  No.  54. 

16  Deal  cases,  marked  with  the  General's  name, 
CQouinipg  wine. 

I  Tun  pitched  at  both  ends,  and  containing  wine. 

1  Barrel  o^'viri^giir. 

jBbttW  of  w'lric  in  a  coffer  in  Citizen  Le  Roi'r 
closet. 

All  which  ybtt  will  find  in  the  bread-ioom  of  tfie  ship. 

T#  Clement. 
I  Trunk — his  dtrcctioA-is  on  it. 

I  PortmanteaUi  and  his  hammock. 

To  Reip*    . 
I  Large  leather  case,  i  trunk,  and  his  hanunock. 


To  Savory. 


Sr    *  S^     ^  \      my  servant. 

I  yBSUic  portmanteau.       ;    J.       -^  ..     1 

I  Case  containipg  saddles — ^it  is  a.flat  square  oiie,.aiid . 

shi^t^  with  a  lock.     ,.  I  -  .  .  .  :     ^  . 

My  hammock  if  possible,  and  if  not,  my  mattress^ 
my  coverlet,  my  sheets,  and  my  bolster. 

If  thon  hast  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  a  few  bot- 
tles of  good  rum,  do  it.  .  . 

We  have  no  cook  here ;  if  tliQtt:can*sl:find  one,  briag 
him  with  thee. ,  ^  /    • 

Tell  tjby  servant  to  go  6n  board  the  trasMpiwi  w&orc 
the  horses,  are,  and  fetch  Joli-coeur's  baggage ;  tell 
him  too,  to  ask  Citizen  Martin,  qudrter-masier  of  the 
aoth  dragoons,   for  the  pormanteau  of  the  dragoon. 
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carriage,  the  <jeBeral  wiskea  tb^  ,to»|lft}ce  it  pn  fi\oxfi^ 
have  it  put  together,  ^nd  ihen'  ki^  it  lip  |i^  somis.^fe 
place  a(C  Alexamlria.  ' 

Thy  bifortier  chucges  oie  to  tell  thee  t^  .bring  everjr 
thing  that  helvogsto  hMn>  as  w^  as  tpji^self^  mi^i9 
forget  nothing — ^positively  nothing.  .0  (m 

Do  not  ftirget  Bourdon's  things.         ^ ;  ^ 

If  thou  can'st  not  embark  thy  horse,  sell  h^n,  pr  turp 
him  over  to  the  artillery,  ^nd  take  a  receipt,  for  him. 
We  will  find  thee  one  here  ;  thy  brqth^^hl^s  thr^^. 

We  widi  thee  to  pay  a  little  att^||op  t9  what  foil- 
lows:  In  crossing  the  Desert  one  night,  we  had  oox 
quarters  beat  up,  and  dufbig  th^  09nf^^p,.lpst  aoia^ 
of  General  DesaiK'^i  saddled  and' ibridled  (of  the  7th 
hussars),  thy  brother's  two  horsey,  .inj&^owf}>:irtfHl^.(.of, 
theaotb.dragoons)j  a>bl^cblnaRt<,TWP  fif.jl^'ft(c/lbe 
7ih  hussars),  and  one  of  Clement's,  dock-tailed ;  they 
all  g^dl^pedoff^  and,  as  we  l^af,  were  .ftpppe^,  ^  Ro- 
setta,  atMl  sent  ;td  4ke  depot  of  tbei  aJTUttfCy-:  J^idKHi 
cat)9t  discover-iMin  hi  j^asang^that  i«rxy,  iake-x^bcipite 
lor' them,  and  we?  shall  be  paf!i  ^^hc'^Wdh^  herfe^-  •  '    •    , 

I  write  what  follows,  at  the  re(jue<»t,  andj'ifideed,  iti  the 
.  words  of  thy  brother  ;  ""\^e  liye  here  rnpre  ^rdtch'^dly 
**  l^hw  ever  we  lived  in  .our  JJivcs  \  we  have  not  ox^^^Top 
**  of  >wiae,  Aorievcn  bian(Jy."  Thy.brother  jntrijats  thee 
tot^ke  measures  for  <btWigiv»g  on'shct^  as  .modi  of;bol;h 
*as  possible  (hot  less  thafa  a  tirri  bf  y?ich)  frotA  fhe  trans- 
ports of  Civita  VecchY^.  ftemeniber  to  get  all  thou 
,canst  frgm,  Coflas^p.*  ,  /       • 

*  Commisstery  ait  war^  aad-tuperintfiids^H  of  the  port/  k 
•f  Alexaodria* 
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Do  not  forget  ;  wine,  brandy,  and  nim;  it  i'san  i^e 
since  we  have  been  in  the  utmost  need  of  thetti  alL 
There  is  very  little  heiic,  and  that  little  is  wttftiWely 
bad,  above  all  price,  and  not  to  be  procured  I  •        i 

Another  thing  -which  thou  ait  desired  to  do,  U  to  em- 
bark the  packages  of  shoes  and  shirts  for  the  division^ 
as  well  as  the  baggage  of  General  Desaix.  The  men  are 
absolutely  without  cither,  and  we  fear  they  will  be  given 
to  others. 

If  thou  art  in  want  of  money,  take  some  of  mine,  and 
set  it  down. 

Adieu ;  w^e  expect  thee ;  do  the  best  thou  canst ;  above 
all,  do  not  forget  that  we  shall  have  no  wine  nor  brandy 
but  what  thou  bringest  with  thee ;  remember  too^  that 
of  the  sixteen  deal  cases,  fourteen  belong  to  General 
Bonaparte.  In  the  name  of  God,  bring  us  our  baggage 
and  our  brandy ;  the  whole  army  is.  ill  of  a  diarrhea, 
.  with  drinking  water.  In  thb  name  of  God,  wins, 
BRANDT^  and  RUM.*    Don't  forget  the  baggage  of 

*  Anxiety  cannot  be  expressed  in  stronger  words  than  these 
befi»re  us;  it  marks  the  distresses  to  which  the  French  were  re- 
dkiced,  and  the.  ui^^t  want  of  those  indispensable  articles  of 
health  and  convenience  which  were  left  at  Alexandria,  in  the 
most  striking  manner. 

It  is  proper  in  this  place,  to  inform  such  of  our  readers  as  may 
not  be  well  acquainted  with  the  topical  history  of  £gypt,  that 
Alexandria,  where  all  the  baggage  and  all  the  stores  were  left 
when  the  army  mardied  to  Cairo,  is  situated  in  the  Desert,  pro* 
periy  speaking,  and  has  no  communication  whatever  with  Egypt 
(at  least  in  its  present  circumstances)  but  by  that  branch  of  the 
,  Nile  which  throws  itself  into  the  sea  below  Rosetta. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  while  the  coast  i^  in  our  possession 
(which  it  now  completely  is,  by  the  glorious  Victory  of  the  first 
•f  August),  nodiingof  consequence  caa^'pask^  and^e  cori^pon- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIGINAL   Ua^TSRS.  87 

Ceneral  Beliard ;  l^sve  iH^Inqg  at  Al€XRiidrk|  at  Jeai^ 


dence  between  the  two  parts  of  the  French  army  (that  of  Alex- 
andria and  that  of  Cairo)  is  nearly  as  impracticable  (at  least  as  to 
any  purpose  of  relief)  as  if  the  Atlantic  rolled  between  them. 

An  army,  indeed,  might  cross  the  Deserts,  as  Bonapiarte's  did, 
but  the  French  have  not  now  any  armies  to  spare ;  and  if  they 
had,  it  is  not  sure  that  they  would  attenTpt  it,  after  t&e  exponcooe 
they  have  hadof  it9 .diffieultjcs  and  dangefs*-  •  -  A^d  even  if  they 
should^  nothing  would  be  gained  by  it,  for  they  could  carry  no- 
thing with  them  \  no,  not  a  day's  proviwons,  and  if  they  ever 
reached  Cairo,  it  would  be  only  to  perish  under  the  same  wants 
as  those  who  preceded  them.  ^ 

One  word  more — it  appears  jfrom  some  of  tl^esc  letters,  that  the 
transports  and  troops^at  Alexandria  were  ja  the  greatest  need  of 
water  and  provisions ;  the  letter,  Bonaparte  was  sending  them 
from  Cairo,  in  sixty  schermes^  or  country  boats,  whi^h,  when 
the  late0  pf  these  dispatches  were  made  up,  had  not  reached  Ro« 
aetta;  and  most  certainly  will  never  get  to  Alexandria, 

What  the  wants  of  the  grand  army  at  Cairo  arp,  our  readers 
have  seen :  we  will  take  upon  us  confidently  t^  preclict|  that  they 
will  never  be  supplied ;  for  if  the  little  skifFtKat  was  creeping  aloqg 
shore  to  Alexandria  with  these  letters,  could  not  escape  the  vigi- 
lance of  our  inde&tigabie  tars,  how  can  larger  vessels  hope  to  do 
it  ?  Add  to  this,  that  the  nYouth  of  the  Nile  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  be  passed,  on  account  of  the  surf  that  always  prevails 
upon  the  bar,  and  asks  a  thousand  precautions  which  can  only  be 
taken  in  a  time  of  full  security. 

What  the  effect  of  this  want  of  communication  may  be  at  Alex- 
andria, we  know  not;  at  Cairo  it  must  be  dreadful.  <<  Ifi  the 
**  name  of  God,*'  says  Savary, "  bring  us  our  brandy  and  our  rum^ 
••  for  the  whole  army  is  ill  of  a. diarrhea."  Observe,  this  is  the 
army  which  Bonaparte  and  Berthier  represent,  in  their  official 
dispatches,  as  in  perfect  health  I  We  want  no  better  test  of 
^  their  veracity  I 
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^s  Itttk  as  i^ofisiUf :  as  for  Mireur,^  tboa  kootwrst  that 
he  is  killed. 

Adieu. 

SAVAiY.. 

We  ajre  going  to  send  you  sixty  of  the  country 
barks ;  there  is  a  possibility  of  your  findjiag  s^nie  tare 
tanes  at  Alexandria,  in  that  case  I  would  hdve  you  en* 
deavour  tty  <x>me  In  one  of  them.  Bring  my  scnrant 
with  yon,  sick  or  well ;  I  will  cure  him  here.        ' 

•  «  Mireur/*  says  Bonaparte,  in  his  offidal  letti-r  to  the 
Elircctory,  dated  July  24th,  **  and  tereral  other  aid-du-camps, 
**  and  officers  of  the  stafr,  have  been  killed  by  these  wretches" 
(the  Arabs,  who,  if  killing  makes  wretches,  are  certainly  not 
greater  wretches  than  the  French ;  some  people  may  think  hot  io 
gTca\) ;  "  the  Republic  has  sustained  a  loss  in  Mireur ;  he  was 
**  the  bravest  General  I  ever  knew;  *'  and  then  follows  iorac  ^ 
impious  rant  about  destiny,  ^c.  We  gather  from  the  cbrres- 
pondenccy  that  the  army  are  all  turned  decided  fatalists.  We  do 
not  wonder  at  it,  for,  if  we  must  speak  our  minds,  we  will  ven- 
ture to  pronounce,  that  prudence  or  forecast  had  very'llttle  to  d» 
with  the  expedition* 
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No/Xlll. 

Au  ^artier  general  du  Grand  Cain^ 
li  9  Thermidorf  an  6.  .  * 

KamtOS,  General  de  Br igadfy  commandant  Us  i8°*  ft 
32"*  i  Bripades  de  Bataille, 

Je  vousavois  promis,  cher  frere,  dans  ma  derniere,  dc 
vous  ccrire  de  la  plus  grandc  Ville  du  monde.  Je  m'em- 
presse  a  vous  prouver  combicn  j'aime  a  vous  tenir  parole. 

II  ne  m'est  pas  possible  de  vous  faire  des  details  sur 
nos  affaires^  ni  sur  les  privations  que  nous  avons  eprou- 
vees  dans  notre  marche  ;  le  depait  du  vaisseau  ne  nous 
donne  pas  le  terns  ;  roais  le  rapport  du  General  en  Chf  f 
que  vous  verrez  surcment  sur  les  papiers,  vous  mcttra 
au  fait  de  tout.  Milhot  et  I'aine  Rampon  se  sont  dis- 
tingues  dans  la  bataille  des  Piramides,  Milhot  a  ete 
nomme  Lieutenant  sur  le  champ  de  bataille,  et  Rampon 
Sous-Lieutenant  au  7°^  regiment  d'hussards  ;  il  me  reste 
encore  le  cadet  que  j'espere  de  placer  dans  la  premiere 
affaire:  d'ailleurs  je  suis  assercontent  d'eux. 

Adieu,  cher  frere,  je  desire  que  votre  sante  sOit 
bonne,  ainsi  que  celle  de  ma  soeur,  quant  a  la  mie'nne 
elle  est  assez  bonne;  mais  je  suis  tres-fatigue,  et  les 
chaleurs  que  nous  eprouvons  dans  ce  pays  m*6tent  la 
moitie  de  mes  forces.  Enfin,  il  nous  faut  de  la  patience, 
du  courage,  €;t  avec  cela  nous  parviendrons  peut-etre  k 
rcvoir  un  jour  notre  chere  patrie. 
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Adieu,  je  vous  embrasse  Men  tendrement,  mille  et 
mille  choses  a  ma  soeur  et  a  toute  notre  families  et  a  nos 
amis,  et  amies.  Donnez,  je  vous  prie,  dt  mes  nouvelles 
i  ma  soeur  Trappier,  je  n*ai  pas  le  temps  d'y  ecrire. 

Ram  PON. 

Souillier,  Milhot,  et  nos  deux  neveux  me  thargent  de ' 
vous  dire  mille  choses. 


TRANSLATION. 


Head  Quarters,  Grand  Cairo,  July. 

RamPON,  General  of  Brigade,  commanding  the  iSfh  and 
22d  Demi-Brigades  of  Battle. 

Dear  Brother, 

1  PROMISED  in  my  last  to  write  to  you  from  tRc  largest* 
city  in  the  world  ;  and  I  hasten  to  proVe  to  you  how 
desirous  I  am  of  keeping  my  word. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to.  enter  into  any  details  on 
our  present  situation,  or  on  the  privations  we  under- 
went in  our  march  ;  the  immediate  departure  of  the 

•  This  is  much  for  a  Frenchman  to  say,  but  so  he  was  told  at 
iParis,  and  so  he  will  c^ntinu^  to  repeat.  Cairo  is  far  enough 
from  being  the  largest  city  in  the  world,  or  even  in  Euroj^: 
London  itself  is  twice  as  large.  ..j  ■ 
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Tessel  will  not  allow  it — but  the  dispatches  of  the  Com* 
mander  in  Chief,  which  you  will  be  sure  to  see  in  the 
papers,  will  fully  inform  you  of  every  thing  that  has 
passed.  Milhot,  and  the  eldest  Rampon  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids.  Milhot  was 
made  Lieutenant  on  the  field,  and  Rampon  second  Lieu- 
tenant, of  the  7th  regirtient  of  hussars.  Ihave  »ow  only 
the  youngest  on  my  hands ;  and  in  the  next  action  that 
occurs,  I  doubt  not  but  that  I  shall  find  an  opportunity 
of  providing  for  him — ^to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  ex- 
tremely well  pleased  with  them  alL 

Adieu,  my  dear  brother ;  may  you  as  well  as  my 
ri&ter,  continue  to  enjoy  your  health :  with  respect  tp 
my  own,  it  is  not  yet  to  be  complained  of ;  but  I  am 
fatigued  to  death,  and  the  heats  of  this  country  take 
away  all  my  strength.  In  a  word,  we  must  have  pa- 
tience, and  courage ;  with  these,  we  shall  one  day  or 
other,  perhaps,  have  the  happiness  of  returning  to  our 
dear  country.  , 

Adieu,  I  embrace  you  with  the  utmost  affection — a 
thousand  and  a  thousand  kind  things  to  my  sister;  and 
to  all  our  family ;  to  all  our  friends,  male  and  female, 
and  to  my  sister  Trappier ^  to  whom  I  have  not  time  to 
writ«. 

« 

Rampon. 

SmiUierj  ABlbut,  ^nd  our  two  nephew?,  b^  mp  ^lo 
tVf  tvcry  thing  kind  to  you. 
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No.  XIV. 


Ju  ^artier  giniral  du  Gize^  le  6  Thermidor. 

Au  Citoyen  Louis  Bonaparte,  Aid  de  Camp  du.  Gi^ 
niral  in  Chrf^  d  AlexandrU. 

Le  General  en  Chif  me  charge,  mon  cher  Louis,  4e 
t'annoncer  la  victoire  qu'U  a  remportee  le  3  de  ce  mois 
sur  les  Mamelouks.  Elle  a  ete  complette ;  elle  fut  don-* 
nee  a  Embabe  vis-a-vis  Boulac.  On  estime  la  perte  des 
cnnemis,  tant  tues  que  blesses,  a  deux  mille  hommes ; 
40  pieces  de  canon,  et  beaucoup  de  chevaux.  Notre 
perte  a  ete  mediocre.  Les  Beys  ont  fui  dans  la  Haute 
Egypte.     Le  General  va  ce  soir  au  Caire. 

II  me  charge  aussi  de  te  dire  de  partir  d'Alexandrie 
avec  tous  ses  effets,  ses  voitures  et  chevaux  de  Malte,  sa 
roiture  de  Civita  Vecchia,  pour  Rosette,  au  tu  trouveras 
iitsgermes  du  pais,  un  bataillon  de  la  89***,  et  TAdjudanf- 
General  Almeyras,  avec  lesquels  tu  remonteras  le  Nil 
«t  viendras  au  Caire*  De  tous  ses  efFcts  tu  ne  laisstfras 
a  Alexandrie  que  sa  belle  voiture  de  voyage. 

N'oublies  pas,  mon  ami,  tous  les  effets  que  nous  avons 
Iai8s6s  a  Alexandrie :  nous  en  avons  tous  bien  besoin 
N'oublies  pas  non  plus  tous  les  vrns,  les  livres,  et  les 
deux  caisses  de  papiers,  sur  lesquelles  est  le  notn  du  66- 
n£ral,  et  celui  de  CoUot. 

Je  t'embrasse. 

BOVRSIENNE. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Head  Quarters,  Gizeh,  July  27. 

T0'tSffi%en  Lbvlf^BoKA PARTE,   Aid/de^Cump  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief y  at  Alexandria, 

Thb  Coimmand^r  in  CHief  cfiarges  me,  my  dear  Louis, 
to  announce  to  thee  the  victory  whiifh  he  gained  on  th<b 
a4th  of  this  month,  ovet  the  Mameteucs.  It  was  com- 
pete,' It  took  place  at  JEmbabet,  nearly  opposite  Bou- 
lacl'-We  recbon  the  i:6'5S  of  the  ene^y  in  killed  and 
-wounded  at  about*  2600  men  ;  40  piecVs  lof  cannon,  and 
a'iuiniber  of  horses. '  Ouir'tos&was  rtoderatcf.  The  Beys 
aPe'fled."to  tJppcr 'Egypt  The  Gerieraf  Wrches^thi« 
cyenirtg  to  Cairo.  '  '  *  *  .   '  ."p    "    •    V 

He  Charges 'trie' also  to  bid  thee  iset  oiit  immediately 
With  alt  Kis  baggage,  (bis^  carriages,  and  liis  hdrses  (totti 
Malta,  and  his  carriage  from  Civita  Vecchia)  for  Ro- 
setta',  where  thou  wik  find  some  boats  of  tfie  country,  a 
battaticJn  of  the  89th,  and  ilie  Adjutant-General  Almey* 
raS,  Witb  whom  thou  wilt  ascend  the  Nile,'  and  join  us 
at  Cairo.  Leave  nothing  of  all  thy  b/other'S  baggage  at 
Alexandria,  but  his  handsome  travelling  carriage. 

Pb  not  forget,  my  friend,  the  baggage  which  We  left 
at  Alexandria :  we  afe  all  in  the  greatest  want  of  it  ima- 
ginfablc.;^  nor  yet  the  wine,  the  books,  nor  the  two  pack- 
^s  oT  paper,  one  niarked  with  the  Getterars  name,  and 
the  other  With  Cotlot's.     1  embrace  fhee. 
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No.  XV. 


Au  ^uartier  general  du  Cain,  If  9  Therntid^^ 

JE  m'empresse,  ma  tres-chcre  mere,  a  vous  faire  part 
de  rarrivee  de  rarnjee  F^'aa9^i5e,  a  laquelle  j'ai  Thba- 
jieur  de  sqrvir,  a  Alf^xandrle  en  fegypte  :  pendant  notrc 
travcrsee  nous  nous  sommes  empares  de  Tile^  port  et 
ville  de  Malte,  qui  e^t  a  i(.too  lieqes  de  Toylon^;  main- 
jepant  nous  sommes  au  Grgnd  Caire,,  ville  eapitale 
d'Egyptc,  dist;;*iice  de  mille  lieue§  de  France.  j. 

, .  J'ai  beaucoup  soufFert.penjdant  deux  mois  quq  nqu;$ 
ayons  restes.ea  mer  5  tous  les  jours  je  ne  cessois  de  v<^- 
mir  jusqu/au  sang  \  lors  que  nous  avons  mis  pied  a  terre 
39W3  les^murs  9l^  la  vijle  d'Alexandrie,  j*ai  ete  gueri  d« 
^a  maladie  de  mer,  mais.mes  peines  n'ont^pas.  cte  tor; 
miaees.       •  i   ,  r      1  •  — 

^  Nous  avons  perdu  300  hommcs  en  escaladant  les  rem- 
parts  pour  nous  rendre  maitre  de  la  ville.  Apres  quatro 
jours  de  reposi  nous  nous  sommes  mis  a  la  poursuite 
des  troupes  Xrabcs,  qui  s'etoient  retirees  et  campees  dans 
le  Desert :  mais  la*premiere  nuit  de  marche  noe  fut  bien 
funeste^  J'etais  a  Tavant  garde ;  nous  tombames  sur  un 
corps  de  cavalerie  ennemi,  et  la  vivacite  de  mon'  che- 
val  que  vous  ayez  connu,  a  causd  tout  mon  malheur ;  il 
sortoit  comme  un  lyon  sur  les  chevaux  et  cavaliers  en- 
nemis,  mais  malheureusement  en  se  cabrant  il  tomba  a 
la  renvcrsc,  et  moi  pour  evitcr  d'etre  ecrase  je  me  jct- 
tai  par  c&tc.   Comme  c'etait  la  nuit^  je  n'eu  pas  le  terns 
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4eie  satflir;  il  se  xsleva  et  pan^t  comme  P^dairavec  la 
Cavalerie  enomme^  qui  abandoona  Ic  champ  de  bataiUe. 
J  'avais  mis  oe  que  j 'avais  de  plus  maUvais  sur  le  corps; 
pour  CQQservef  ce.  qiii  etait  neuf  dans  mon  porte-man- 
tea^i  de  sorte  que  je  perdis,  mon  chevaly  tout  bamacbe,- 
mes  pistoletSy  mon  manleau,  porte-manteau^  tous  vatB 
effets  qui  ig^iai^nt  deda^Ub  ^nsl  :qji^  vtngt-quatiFelrOuis 
en  argent  que  j'avais  refus  a  Marseille  pour  mes  appoin- 
temens  arri6res,  et  le  plus^^ssentiel  encore  est  mon  porte- 
feuille,  qui  contenoit  tous  mes  papiers* 

Je  me  tr6uvai  tout-a-coup  depouille  de  tout^  et  oblig6 
de  marcher  nuds  pieds  pendant  19  jours,  sur  le  sable 
brulant  et  les  graviers  dans  le  Desert,  car  le  lendemain 
de  cette  malheureuse  affaire,  je  perdis  les  semelles  des 
vieilles  bottes  que  j'avois  aux  jambes  ;  mon  habit  et  ma 
Tieille  culotte  furent  bientot  d^chir^s  en  mille  mor- 
ceaux ;  ne  trouvant  pas  ajn^eu-de  pain  pour  s'alimen- 
ter,  n'y  une  goutte  d'eau  pour  s*humecter  la  bouche ; 
pour  toute  consolation  je  maudissais  plus  de  cent  fois  le 
jour,  te  riietier  de  la  guerre. 

Enfin,  le  4  de  ce  mois  nous  arrivaraes  aux  portes  du 
Caire,  la  ou  toute  Tarmee  ennemie  etait  retranchee,  et 
nous  attdndait  de  pied  ferme ;  ^ais  avec  notre  impe- 
tuosit€  ordinaire,  nous  fum&  Tattaquer  dans  ses  retran. 
chemens ;  au  bout  de  trois  quarts  d'heure,  Tennemi  eut 
trois  mille  mbrts  sur  le  champ  de  bataille ;  le  restant  no 
pouvant  se  sauver,  se  jetta  dans  le  Nil,  qui  est  One 
mierc  ausisi  forte  que  le  Rh6ite,  par' consequent  il 
furent  tous  nofes,  ou  fqsilles  sur  Teau.  D'apres  une 
pareille  victoire  nous  entrames,  tambour  battant,  dans 
la  ville  du  Caire^  et  par  consequent  maitres  de  toute 
J'Egypte. 

]e  ne  saisi  ma  tres-chere  mere  dans  quel  tems  j'aunui 
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U  fimw  le  vaapfmT,jye  me  fepota  bieii'  i^&tte  vetra, 

Supreme,  et  ni^rd  ks  ra<rs  qui^nei^separeiitikvdtre 
itt^meire  ser»  tou jurors  grdv^e'daa^  tpon  oceur^  et  aussi^ 
^  <p«9  ks  dro^^^iid^^  Ic  permetti:($i¥t>  je  francbira? 
torn  htf^h^achs  pom"  mfiiver^atis  mapatrie* 
^  Adieiry  OMservite 'vCffes^  et  milte  chos^  i  ^a  parents. 
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Head  ^artersy  CairOy  July  27. 

'     Dear  Mother ^ 

X  TAKE  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acquaint iiig  you 
with  the  arrival  of  the  French  army,  in  which  I  iiave 
the  honour  to  serve,  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt.  On  our 
passage  we  took  possession  of  the  island,  port,  and  city 
of  Malta)  which  is  1 100  kagues  from  Toulon ;  and  now 
we  are  at  Grand  Cairo,  the  capital  city  of  Egypt,  which 
is  lOQO  kagjues  from  France.  • 

♦  The  French  are  poor  geographers  in  general,  but  the  ridi- 
culous miscalculation  abore,  IS  probably  a  mistake;  it  is,  ho\«»- 
cver,  correctly  translated.  We  have  several  other  letters  from 
thUntttMapp^yotMb,  lh>t}i  Wftich  It  afpetrs^tliat^h^' Ira  Captain 
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I  suffered  a  vast  deal  during  the  two  months  that  our 
voyage  lasted.  During  the  whole  time,  I  was  sea-sick, 
without  intermission,  and  brought  up  blood  all  ddhf  long. 
When  we  set  foot  upon  land,  however,  under  the  walls 
of  Alexandria,  I  was  cured'  of  my  sea-sickness^  but 
my  sufferings  were  by  no  means  at  an  end. 

We  lost  300  mep  in  scaling  the  ramparts  of  the  city. 
After  a  halt  of  four  days,  we  set  out  in  pursuit  of  the 
Arabs,  vrtio  had  retreated  and  encamped  in  the  Desert : 
but  the  first  night  of  our  march  was  a  very  terrible  one 
for  me.  I  was  with  the  advanced  guard :  we  came 
suddenly  upon  a  corps  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  ;  and  my 
horse,  which  you  know  was  always  a  very  hot  one,  was 
the  unfortunate  cause  of  all  my  trouble.  He  sprung 
forward  like  a  lion,  upon  the  horses  and  horsemen  of  the 
enemy ;  but  unluckily,  in  rearing,  he  fell  quite  back- 
wards, and  to  avoid  being  crushed  to  death,  I  was  ob- 
liged to  fling  myself  on  one  side  of  him.  As  it  was- 
night,  I  had  not  time  to  seize  him  again :  he  got  up, 
and  set  off"  like  lightning  after  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
M'hich  was  quitting  the  field. 

I  had  put  on  all  my  old  clothes,  for  the  sake  of  pre- 
serving my  new  ones,^  which  were  packed  up  in  my 
portmanteau ;  so  that  I  lost  my  horse  completely  bridled 
and  saddled,  my  pistols,  my  cloak,  my  portmanteau, 
every  thing  that  was  in  it,  my  clothes,  twenty-four 
louis  d'ors  which  I  received  at  Marseilles'  to  fit  me  out ; 
and,  what  is  stilt  worse,  my  port-folio,  which  contain, 
ed  all  my  papers. 

in  the  a5th  half- Brigade.  As  he  afterwards  relates  that  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  were  all  killed  or  taken,  we  hope  we  may  congra- 
tulate him  on  the  recovery  of  his  charger,  and  his  new  clothes. 
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Thus  I  found  myself  in  an  instant  stript  of  eFcrjf 
thing,  and  obliged  to  march  barefpot  for  nineteen  days 
on  the  burning  sand  and  gravel  of  the  Desert ;  for  the 
very  day  after  this  unhappy  affair,  I  lost  the  sojes  of  the 
old  boots  which  I  happened  to  have  on  my  legs:  my 
coat  and  my  old  breeches  yrere  very  soon  torn  to  a  thou- 
sand tatters : — not  having  a  bit  of  bread  to  eat,  nor  a 
drop  of  water  to  moisten  viy  mouth,  all  the  comfort  I 
had  was  in  cursing  and  d — nming  the  trade  of  war,  more 
than  a  hundred  times  a  day. 

At  last,  on  the  22d  of  this  month,  we  arrived  at  the 
gates  of  Cairo,  where  all  the  enemy's  army  was  in- 
trenched, and  waiting  for  us  with  great  boldness  ;  but 
with  our  usual  impetuosity  we  marched  to  attack  them 
in  their  intrenchments ;  in  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  they  had  3000  killed  outright ;  the  rest  not  being 
sMfi  to  save  themselves,  plunged  into  the  Nile,  which  is 
at  rivcf  a?  large  as  the  Rhone — con?cqueptly  they  were 
all  dfowncd,  or  shot  under  water.  After  ^ucA  a  victory, 
we  entered,  with  drvim^  beating,  into  the  city  of  Cairo ; 
consequently  masters  of  all  Egypt. 

I  do  not  know;^  my  dear  mother,  lyhen  I  ^all  have 
the  plea$^r^  of  seeing  you.  |  repent  much  a^d  much  of 
ever  coming  here ;  bqt  it  19  npvr  too  late :  in  a  word„ 
I  resign  ray^lf  to  the  S^pi^eme  yr\\l.  Jn  spite  pf  the 
8ea$  which  separate  us,  yoqr  memory  will  be  always 
grayen  on  my  heart,  and  the  moment  circumstances 
permit,  I  will  break  through  all  ob^stacles  to  return  to 
my  country. 

Adieu — take  care  of  yourself— a  thousand  things  to. 
my  relations. 

Your  son, 

GuiLtOT. 
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No.  XVI. 

AfwUed^AngUUm. 

Au  Grand  Catre,  h  9  Tbirmidpr. 

R.  Desgbmettis  i  la  Citoyeme  Desgenettes,  au 
FaUdi'Gracif  Rue  St.  Jacques,  d  Part's^ 

Jb  t*ccris  enfin,  mi  chere  epouse,  du  Caire,  qui  scra> 
je  crois,  Ic  tcrmc  de  mon  voyage. 

Deja  je  t'ai  6crit  deux  fois  en  mer,  unc  fois  de 
Malte^  et  un  autre  d'Alexandric*  Les  occasions  sont 
raresy  et  peu  sures.  Pour  moi,  je  ii*ai  point  re9u  de  tes 
lettres :  rien  ne  m'a  appris  ton  arrivee  a  Paris. 

Un  jour  je  te  raconterai  tous  mes  voyages,  les  combats 
^ue  j'ai  vus,  et  les  dangers  san^nombre  que  j'ai  partages. 

Mon  ami,  I'Ordonnateur  en  Chef,  Siicy,  a  ete  grave- 
ment  blesse  d'un  coup  de  feu,  ainsi  que  le  jeune 
Lannes.  Desnanotre  qui  m'etoit  aussi  recommande 
par  La  Repede,  a  €ie  fait  prisonnier  par  les  Arabes. 

Les  peuples  de  I'Egypte  sont  des  sauvages  feroces. 
Les  Beys,  leurs  maltres,  des  oppresseurs  orgueilleux. 
Leur  Mamelouks,  c'est-adire,  leur  cavalerie  d'elite,  et 
caste  priviiegiee  n'a  oppos6  a  Tarmee  qu'un  couragp  ix* 
reflechi.    Tout  ccla  est  battu. 

II  y  a  quelque  chose  que  j'admire  et  que  j'aime  dans 
les  Turcs ;  c'est  leur  predestination,  qui  mene  a  des 
Tesultats  tres*philosophiques,  et  qui  s'arrange  assez  avec 
mes  circenstancesj  ma  neanitiy  et  mes  destinies. 

Ha 
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11  y  aussi  des  usages  fort  singuliers.  On  a  jusques 
a  quatre  femmes  legitimes,  sans  compter  les  mattresses. 
Je  ne  sais  tout  cela  qu'historiquement ;  mais  ce  que  je 
sais  bien,  c'est  qu'on  ne  boit  gueres  que  de  I'eau. 

Voila  beaucoup  de  choses  a  raconter.  Un  peu  de 
nos  affaires. 

On  ne  nous  paye  pa$>  ma  chere  femme,  et  je  ii*ai 
rien  re^u  depuis  Toulon.  Encore  ne  suts-je  pas  des 
plus  malheureux;  car  presque  tout  le  monde  a  ete  pille 
ou  force  de  jetter  a  I'eau  ses  bagages,  et  j'ai  tout  con- 
serve. 

En  partant  de  Toulon,  je  t'ai  efivoye  700  livres,  un 
peu  plus  ou  un  peu  moins.  Courtal  a  ete  charge  de 
I'envoi  qui  I'eut  je  crois  fait  par  les  messageries.  N'ou- 
blies  pas  de  m'en  ecrire,  et  dans  plus*d'une  lettre,  car 
clle  se  perdent,  sout  prises,  &c. 

La  lettre  du  Citoycn  Girandi  pour  le  Caire  m*a  ete 
utile ;  je  suis  loge  chez  le  medecin  en  question,  et  je 
Tai  plac6  dans  Tarmee. 

Le  General  en  Chef  m*a  constamment  traite  avec 
bonte,  et  j'cspere  toujours,  ma  chere  Lolotte,  t'embrasser 
au  tems  convenu  entre  nous. 

Embrasse  Jijlicn,  tcs  chcrs  parens,  et  ceux  que  noujj 
aimons. 

R.D. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Army  tf  Englmd*^       '  •  .  ' 

Grand  Cairo ^  July  I'jth . 

R»  DESOENBTTEst    /tf  the  femoli  €hizm  Diicfi- 
NBTTES,  VaUde^Grace^  Rue  St.  Jacpter^'Purir, 

I  WRITE  to  thee,  at  last,  my  dear  wife,  ff^m  Gaitd* 
which  will  be,  I  think,  the  boundary' of  my  ^pe^ 
dition.  ' 

I  wrote  to  thee  twice  on  olir  voyage;  ofttTC  from 
Malta,  and  again  from  Alexandria.  Of^ortunitles  do 
not  often  occur,  and  whcii  they  do,  they  are  very  un- 
safe. Not  a  single  letter  of  thine  -has  yet  reached  tttCp 
nor  have  I  yet  heard  of  thy  arrival  at  Paris. 

I  will  give  thee  hereafter  a  faithful  history  of  all  my 
travels  ;  the  battles  which  I  have  seen,  and  the  dangers 
without  number  which  I  have  shared.      ^  •     >  ' 

My  friend  Sucy,  first  Commissary,  is  dangerouisly 
wounded  (  by  a  musket  daat,  as  is  the  young' Lannei. 

*  Desgenettes  seems  at  some  former  period  to  have  ^ni^calcu* 
lated  his  literary  wants.  His  epistle  is  written  on  a  supernume- 
rary sheet  of  paper,  prepared  lor  the  *"  Army  of  Italy,"  which 
last  words  are  very  feirly  printed  at  the  head  of  it.  These  the 
good  Doctor  has  carefully  erased,  and  in  their  place,  substituted 
*<  Army  of  Eiig)and"^^nch  aoouracy  is  above  all  prai^  I 

f  From  an  oifioial  document  ly^g  before  u;s,  Desgei>Hte«  ap- 
pears to  be  first  Physician  to  the  army ;— a  situation  for  which  the 
reader  will  conclude  him  to  be  specially  qualified,  befor^  he  h«s 
gone  through  his  letter. 

t  His  arm  was  fractured  in^  passing  up  the  NOe* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tM  COPIES   OP 

Desnanotre,  who  was  likewise  recommended  to  me  hj 
La  Repede,  is  taken  prisoner  by  the  Arabs. 

The  natives  of  Egypt  are  ferocious  savages :  the  Beys 
their  masters*  haughty  oppressors.  Their  Mameloucs, 
that  is  to  say,  their  best  cavalry,  their  privileged  cast, 
opposed  nothing  to  our  army  but  a  blind  and  inconsi* 
derate  courage :  they  were  beaten,  of  course. 

Thete  is  •ometbiog  in  the  Turks  which  I  cannot 
help  admiringi  and  even  loving — it  is  their  predestina- 
tion, which  leads  to  results  of  the  most  philosophical 
nature,  and  which  accommodates  itself  surprisingly  to  . 
my  drcMmstances,  my  nothingmssy  and  my  fates* 

They  have  also  some  very  singular  customs  here.  A 
man  may  have  as  many  as  four  lawful  Wives,  besides 
ftoistresses.  Thjs  I  have  only  from  hearsay  ;  but  I  can 
vouch  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  they  drink  scarce 
any  thing  but  water. 

Here  is  a  great  deal  of  news  for  one  letter — now  to 
our  private  aflPairs. 

We  are  not  paid  at  all,  my  dear  wife ;  nor  have  I 
received  a  single  sous  since  I  left  Toulon.  With  all 
this,  I  am  far  from  being  the  most  unfortunate  ;  for  ^ 
almost  every  body  here  has  either  been  pillaged,  or 
compelled  to  fling  his  baggage  into  the  river ;  and  I 
have  saved  all  mine. 

At  quitting  Toulon  I  sent  thee  700  livres,  more  or 
less.  Courtal  was  charged  to  sec  them  conveyed ; 
which  was  done,  I  believe,  by  the  government  messen- 
gers. Do  not  forget  to  write  to  me  about  them,  and  in 
more  than  one  letter,  for  they  are  lost,  taken,  &c. 

Ghl'zen  Oirandi's  letter  for  Cairo  was  of  service  to 
me  ;  I  am  lodged  with  the  physician  in  question,  and 
I  have  in  return  placed  him  in  the  army. 
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The  t^otnmahder  in  Chief  has  constantly  tvtated  me 
with  kindness ;  and  I  still  hope,  my  dear  Lolotte,  to  be 
with  thee  at  the  period  we  fixed  on. 

Embrace^  Julien,  thy  dear  parents,  and  all  our  friends. 

R.  DlSOSHtTTSS. 

\ 
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No.  XVII. 

Rosette f  en  Egypte^  U  9  Thermldor^  aH  6* 

J'espe're,  bonne  amie,  que  cctte  Icttrc  te  parvicndra. 
Je  I*envoic  par  une  occasion  particulierei  et  c'est  pcut- 
etre  la  seulc  de  toute  celles  que  je  t*ai  ecrites  depuis 
Make,  qui  te  sera  remise.  Pour  moi,  je  n'ai  pas  eu  le 
bonheur,  depuis  mon  depart  de  Toulon,  de  recevoir  des 
tiennesk  II  est  cependant  arrive  depuis  six  jours,  deux 
avisos,  qui  en  ont  apporte  beaucoup. 

Je  presume  que  tes  lettres  auront  etc  envoyees  sur  ie 
brick  pris  par  les  Anglois,  alors  je  ne  dois  pas  espcrer 
d'en  recevoir  sitot ;  ce  qui  me  desespere.  Ma  position 
est  si  cruelle,  que  je  succomberai,  si  je  suis  prive  de 
cette  consolation.  Tache,  ma  bonne  amie,  de  me  tant 
ccrire  que  je  receive  au  moins  une  ou  deux  fois  de  tes 
nouvelles.  Tu  dois  bien  penser  que  mes  inquietudes  a 
ton  sujet  doivent  etre  grandes :  je  ne  sais  quelles  sont 
tes  ressources.  Je  n'ai  pu  te  faire  passer  que  pen  d'ar- 
gent  par  le  Capitaine  CoUot,  et  dans  ce  moment  je  ne 
trouVe  aucune  occasion  de  t'en  envoyer-  Je  suis  eloignc 
du  Citoyen  Magallon  de  35  lieues,  et  je  prevois  qu'avant 
mon  arrivee  au  Caire,  je  ne  pourrai  t'en  faire  passer. 

Je  crois  que  nous  nous  sommes  tous  bien  trompes  sur 
cette  entreprise  si  belle  et  si  vantee  ;  je  crois  meme,  qu'en 
reussissant  a  soumettre  TEgypte,  nous  aurons  bien  de  la 
peine  a  retirer  de  cette  operation  tout  le  fruit  ^ue  Ton 
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en  attendoit.  Nous  trouvOns  partolit  beau^oup  de  resist 
tancc,  et  plus  encore  de  trahison  :  il  est  impossible  k  ui> 
Fradf  ois  de  s*ecarter  seul  dt  quelque  portee  de  fusil  de 
Tendroit  habite  sans  courir  le  risque  d'etre  assassine,  ou 
victime  d'une  passion  affreuse  tres  eh  vogue  dans  cf 
paysi  surtout  de  la  part  des  Mameloucs,  et  des  Arabes 
Bedouins.  Je  conncns  plusieurs  personnes  qui  dans  la 
ville  meme  d'Alexatndrie,  ont  et6  eiilev6es  a  la  nuit 
tombante,  et  ont  subi  ce  sort  affreux. 

Rolette  est  beaucoup  plus  tranquille  qu'Alexandrie, 
les  habitants  en  sont  plus  doux,  et  nous  avons  tnoins  de 
risques  a  courir ;  cependant  nous  mettoas  la  plus  grande 
circonspection  dans  notre  conduite  particuliere,  et  la 
plus  grande  police,  et  meme  de  la  severite  dans  Tad- 
ministration  gene  rale. 

Ce  pays  si  vante  ne  vaut  pas  sa  reputation.  L'endroit 
le  plus  sauvage  et  le  plus  agreste  de  la  France,  est  millc 
fois  plus  beau  ;  ricn  au  monde  de  si  triste,  de  si  mise- 
rable, de  si  mal-sain  qu'Alexandrie  (le  port  le  plus  com* 
mer^ant  de  TEgjiptfe) ;  des  maisons  de  boue,  sans  autres 
fenltres  que  quelque  trous  couvertes  d'un  treillage  de 
bois  grosser,  point  de  toits  aux  maisons,  des  portes  si 
petites,  qu'il  faut  sc  briser  pour  entrer ;  enfin,  figure* 
toi  une  reunion  dc  cioTombiers  Vilainset  inal  batis,  et  tu 
auras  uite  idee  juste  d'Alexandde. 

Les  rues  sorit  toutes  6troites,  de  travel^,  dt  point  pa- 
vies,  de  stnte  qufe  Ton 'est  contintidlerfient  incorfimod* 
de  la  p6ussiere,  et  d'unfe  chaleur  excessive  ;  ou  bien, 
I'il  pt6nd  famaisie  aux  Tiabitants  d^ari'os^r  le  devant  de 
Icurs  Cannes,  on  jiasse  cftm  mal  dans  im  pii-e,  la  pous- 
fierc  se  change  eh  bouei  H  n*est  plus  possible  alors  dt 
iharcher.  Tout  y  est  fort  cher  ct  fort  rare  ;  joins  &  ccia, 
h  dilficultfi  de  se  faire  ehtendre,  et  trnlU  autoes  d^s- 
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agrjmens  que  je  ne  puis  te  dficrire,  et  tu  jugeras  de  ndtre 
position. 

Cependant  il  faut  conveniry  que  depuis  que  je  suts  a 
Rosette,  je  me  trouve  moins  mal.  Le  pays  est  un  peu 
plus  riant*  Le  Nil  y  procure  un  peu  de  verdure^  et  la 
vue  des  palmiers,  quoique  bten  monotone,  puisque  c'est 
la  seule  espece  d'arbres  qu'on  y  Toit,  recrce  un  peu  les 
yeux  ;  mats  rien  n'est  fait  pour  distraire  rimagination, 
et  tu  dois  bien  presumer,  que  dans  un  pays  tel  que  ce- 
lui-ci|  avec  la  peine,  les  inquietudes,  qu'on  y  6prouve, 
elle  doit  etre  dans  une  grande  activite,  et  comme  les  ob-* 
jets  sont  tristes,  les  pensees  y  correspondent,  et  nous 
vivons  dans  un  chagrin  perpetuel. 


TRANSLATION. 


Rosetta,  in  Egypt,  July  T.'jth* 

I  HOPE,  child,  that  this  letter  will  reach  thee ;  I  send  it 
by  a  particular  opportunity,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
one  of  all  that  I  have  written  to  thee  since  my  departure 
from  Malta  which  wiU|Come  safe  to  hand.  As  for  me, 
I  have  not  once  heard  .from  thee  since  I  left  Toulon^ 
notwithstanding  two  advice  boats  have  arrived  within 
the  last  six  days,  and  brought  a  vast  number  of  letters. 
I  presume  that  thy  letters  were  put  on  board  the  cor- 
vette which  was  taken  by  the  English  ;  in  that  case,  I 
cannot  hope  to  hear  from  thee  for  some  time,  a&  ide» 
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riiat  distresses  me  almost  beyond  bearing.  My  situation 
is  so  grievous,  that  I  shall  sink  under  it  if  I  am  deprived 
of  that  consolation.  Exert  thyself;  therefore,  my  love, 
and  write  to  me  so  frequently,  that  I  may  at  least  stand 
a  chance  of  hearing  from  thee  once  or  twice.  Thou 
must  needs  be  assured  that  my  anxiety  on  thy  account  is 
very  great.  I  could  send  thee  but  a  little  money  by 
Capt.  Collot ;  at  present  I  have  T\6t  the  power  of  trans- 
mitting a  single  sous.  I  am  more  than  a  hundred  miles 
from  Citizen  Magallon,*  and  I  foresee  that  I  shall  bo 
able  to  send  thee  nothing  before  I  get  to  Cairo. 

I  fear  that  we  have  all  been  terribly  deceived  with 
respect  to  this  expedition,  so  fine,  and  so  cried  up !  nay, 
I  am  even  apprehensive,  that  if  we  succeed  in  conquer- 
ing Egypt,  we  shall  still  find  prodigious  difficulties  in 
drawing  from  it  all  those  advantages  which  we  so  fondly 
promised  ourselves.  We  experience  every  where  a. 
great  deal  df  resistance,  and  a  greater  still  of  treachery. 
It  is  impossible  for  one  of  us  to  walk  out  alone  a  mus- 
ket shot  from  any  inhabited  place,  without  running  the 
risk  of  being  assassinated,  or  of  becoming  the  victim  of 
a  detestable  passion,  much  in  vogue  in  this  country, 
especially  among^the  Mameloucs,  and  Bedouin  Arabs.  I 
know  several  who  were  seized  about  nightfall  in  the 
Tcry  streets  of  Alexandria,  and  compelled  to  undergo 
this  shocking  outrage. 

Rosetta  is  much  more  tranquil  than  Alexandria,  f  ts 
inhabitants  are  more  civilized,  and  we  are  consequently 
exposed  to  fewer  dangers :  notwithstanding  this,  how- 
ever, we  maintain  the  greatest  circumspection  in  our 

*  Consul  Geneiml  at  Alejcandria.  He  was  at  this  time  wilh 
Ac  amiy  at  Cairo. 
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individual  conduct,  and  the  strictest  police^  nay  even  a 
degree  of  severity  in  our  general  adminrstration. 

This  country,  so  much  celebrated,  is  by  no  means 
worthy  Of  the  character  it  has  obtained ;  the  most  savage 
and  uncultivated  spot  in  France  is  a  thousand  times 
more  beautiful.  Nothing  on  earth  can  be  so  gloomy,  so 
wretched,  and  so  unhealthy  as  Alexandria,  the  most 
commercial  spot  in  Egypt !  Houses  of  mud,  with  no 
other  windows  than  a  hole  here  and  there,  covered  with 
a  clumsy  wooden  lattice ;  no  raised  roofs,  and  doors 
which  you  must  break  your  back  to  enter ;  briefly, 
figure  to  thyself  a  collection  of  dirty,  ill  built,  pigeon- 
houses,  and  thou  wilt  have  an  adequate  idea  of  Alex- 
andria. 

The  streets  are  all  narrow  and  crooked,  and  without 
pavement,  so  that  one  is  continually  incommoded  by  the 
dust,  and  excessive  heat.  When  the  inhabitant^  take  it 
into  their  heads  to^water  the  streets  before  the  doors  of 
their  hovels,  the  remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease  ;  the 
dust  is  instantly  converted  into  mud,  and  the  streets  be- 
omie. altogether  impassable.  Every  thing  there  is  very 
(cavee  and  Very  dear ;  add  to  all  this,  the  difficulty  of  mak« 
ihg  otiesAself  ulklerstoo4>an0  the  thousand  other  disagree- 
able circumstances  which  I  have  not  the  power  to  de- 
acribe,  and  thou  wilt  be  able  to  form  a  tolerable  opinion 
of  our  situation.  * 

1  mikst,  however,  allow,  that  since  I  came  here,  I 
have  been  less  wretched.  The  face  of  the  country  is  a 
little  more  agreeable.  The  Nile  produces  a  small  quan- 
tity of  verdure  ;  and  the  sight  of  the  palm-tree  (though 
extremely  monotonous,  from  the  ciraimstance  of  its 
">eing  the  only  tree  to  be  found  here),  in  some  trifling 
degree  refreshes  the  eye ;  but  nothing  is  calculatisd  t^ 
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engage  or  amuse] the  imagination,  and  thou  may'st  easily 
conceive,  that  in  a  country  like  this,  and  in  a  situation 
productive  of  so  much  pain  and  inquietude,  that  faculty 
must  needs  be  extremely  active  ;  as  the  objects  around 
us,  therefore,  are  dark  and  gloomy,  the  thoughts  neces* 
sarily  take  a  tinge  from  them,  and  we  live  in  a  state  of 
perpetual  spleen  and  vexation    ■    -■■ 

The  remainder  of  t|)is  interestifig  letter  has  received  so  much 
injury  as  to  be  illegible.  We  regret  it  thelf^ss,  as  after  the  correct 
and  spirited  picture  of  the  country  which  we  have  just  seen,  t)ie 
writer  probably  returned  to  his  own  immediate  concerns.  We 
know  not  who  he  is ;  it  only  appears  from  a  few  words  which 
we  can  make  a  shift  to  decipher  towards  the  conclusion,  that  he 
was  first  clerk  to  PoussieJgue,  Comptroller  of  the  expeoces  of 
^bc  army. 
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AJepj  le  9  Thermldor. 
Choderlos,  Consul  General de  la  Ripublique  Franfatsc 
d  Alep  ft  Depindances,  au  Citoyen  Mtnistre  des  Rila* 
tions  ixtirieures. 

Citoyen  Minisire, 

Ci'est  le  27  Messidor  que  nous  avons  cu  le  premier 
avis  de  la  prise  de  Malte,  et  du  debarquement  de  notrc 
armee  navale  a  Alexandrie.  Cctte  nouvelle  a  ete  con- 
linn6e  depuis  par  differentes  lettres,  soit  de  Chyprc,  soit 
des  echellesde  la  c&te,  maisjusqu'a  present,  jen'ai  rien 
re^u  d'officiel  sur  ce  grand  evenement,  de  sorte  que  nous 
flottons  entre  les  nombreuses  versions  contradicioires 
qui  se  debitent  sur  cette  expedition,  qui  senible  avoif 
cause  une  grande  commotion  tant  en  Chypre  que  sur' 
toute  la  cote  de  Syne.  Sans  chercher  a  p^netrer  le  secret 
du  gouvernement,  jc  m'etonnc  cependant  qu'une  fois 
la  descente  opereCj  le  General,  ou  au  moins  le  Consul 
d'Alexandrie,  n'ait  pas  adresse  une  drculairc  aux  Con- 
suls des  pais  environnans,  pour  les  mettre  a  portce  de 
tranquilliser  les  Turcs,  qu'on  doit  bien  supposer  ne  pas 
voir  d'un  ceil  indifferent  une  expedition  aussi  formidable. 
La  contenance  paisible  que  j  'ai  mdntrce  dans  cette  oc- 
tasion,  a  beaucoup  contribue  a  calmer  la  premiere  effer- 
vescence qui  s'etoit  manifesice  non  seulement  chez  les 
Turcs,  mais  encore  sur  la  grande  majoritjfi  des  Francs 
de  cette  echelle. 
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^<  Quel  que  puisse  ctre,"  leur  ai-jc  dit  a  tous,  "  le 
f*  but  Jc  Texpedition,  vous  ne  devez  ftiirc  aucun  doute 
f*  qu'elle  ne  soit  du  consentement  dc  la  Porte,  Atten- 
ff  dons  les  nouvellcs  officiclles  de  Tun  et  I'autre  gou- 
**  vernement,  ct  jusques^Ia,  reposons-nous  avcc  con-i 
'^  fiance  sur  la  connoissance  que  nous  avons  tous  de 
f*  Tancienne  et  etroite  aniitie  que  regne  depuis  si  long- 
f*  terns  entre  les  deux  puissances." 

J'ai  fait  valoir  ensuite,  Tavantage  qui  rcsultoit  pour 
Tempire  Ottoman,  de  la  prise  de  Malte  par  les  Fran- 
jpois,  et  en  effet,  cette  nouvelle  a  beaucoup  servi  a  con- 
trebalancer  I'impression  facheuse  de  nous  savoir  si  voi- 
sins  avec  des  forces  si  redoutables. 

Dans  ce  moment  Alep  est  tout-a-fait  calme  :  il  n*y 
auroit  i  craindre  que  I'efFet  que  pourroit  produire  quel- 
qu'une  des  versions  exagerees  que  la  frayeur  dicte,  et 
que  la  frayeur  peut  adopter. 

Le  Pacha,  tous  les  grands  de  la  viUe  sont  tranquilles ; 
s'il  y  avoit  quelque  explosion  a  redouter,  ce  ne  pourroit 
ttre  que  de  la  part  des  Cherifs  que  l^  fanatisme  pour- 
roit porter  a  des  exces,  ct  dans  cette  supposition,  je  ne 
serois  pas  etonne  que  les  Janissaires  qui  nous  aiment, 
ijc  prissent  notre  defense. 

J 'use  d'une  voie  suspecte,  Gitoypn  Ministre,  pour 
vous  faire  parvenir  ce  bulletin  ecrit  a  la  hate,  attendu 
que  la  seule  occasion  qui  se  presente,  est  celle  d'un  cou- 
rier du  Ministre ,  et  qu'il  faut  toutes  les  pre- 
cautions possibles,  et  meme  toutes  les  ruses  imaginableg 
pour  sauver  les  apparences  qui  pourroient  mettre  ob- 
stacle au  depart  de  ma  lettre. 

Salut  et  respect. 

J.Chdderws. 
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Par  les  raisons  ci-dcssus,  Ic  Citoycn  Beanchamp  nc 
pcut  pas  vous  ecrirc.  Lc  paquct  sc  trouvcroit  trop  volu- 
mineux  pour  ne  pas  cveillcr  le  soup9on.  II  me  charge 
de  vous  donncr  avis,  qu'il  part  apres  demain  pour  £fl- 
taihf  d'ou  il  avisera  aux  moyens  d'aller  en  avant. 


TRANSLATION. 


Jleppo,  July  27. 

Choderlos,*  Consul  General  of  thf  French  Republic  at 
Aleppo  ifnd  its  Dependencies^  to  the  Citizen  Minister/^ 
Foreign  Affairs, 

Citizen  Minister y 
It  was  not  till  the  15th  instant,  that  we  first  heard  of 
the  capture  of  Malta,  and  of  the  disembarkation  of  our 

•  This  is  the  brdther  of  the  famous,  or  rather  infamous  La  CIos, 
known  in  this  country  as  the  autlior  of  Les  Uaiscms  Dangereuses^ 
and,  in  France,  as  one  of  the  most  active  promoters  of  the  Revo- 
lution. He  was  at  once  the  agent,  and  the  instigator,  of  that 
profligate  idiot,  Egaltte;  he  was  also  a  principal  manager  of  the 
Jacobin  Club,  of  which  he  was  President  in  1790. 

His  talents  for  intrigue  made  him  redoubtable  to  Robespierre, 
by  whom  he  was  proscribed :  he  contrived,  however,  to  escape, 
and,  in  1795,  was  selected  by  the  government  (to  whom  his  abi- 
lities and  his  want  of  principle  were  well  known)  as  a  fit  instru- 
ment for  promoting  their  iniquitous  designs  in  Syria. 

To  return  to  Choderlos.  He  was  sent  to  Aleppo  some  time 
after  his  brother  (who  was  settled  at  Latakia)  and  on  the  same 
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troops  at  Alexandria.  This  news  has  since  been  con«> 
firmed  by  various  letters  from  Cyprus,  and  from  the 
ports  along  the  coast :  to  the  present  moment,  how- 
ever, I  have  received  nothing  official  on  these  important 
"events ;  so  that  we  are  kept  suspended,  as  it  were,  be* 
tween  the  numerous  contradictory  stories  which  are  pro- 
pagated concerning  this  expedition ;  which  appears  to 
have  excited  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm,  not  only  at 
Cyprus,  but  along  the  whole  coast  of  Syria. 

Without  pretending  to  pry  into  the  secrets  of  govern- 
ment, I  cannot  help  saying  I  am  astonished  that,  when 
the  descent  was  once  effected,  the  General,  or  at  least 
the  Consul  at  Alexandria,  did  not  address  a  circular  let- 
ter to  the  consuls  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  to  put, 
them  in  a  way  of  quieting  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Turks,  who  (as  may  easily  be  supposed)  do  not  sec 
so  formidable  ^n  expedition  without  $ome  degree  of 
alarm. 

The  pacific  language  which  I  have  continued  to  hold 
on  this  occasion  has  contributed  greatly  to  calm  the  ef- 
fervescence which  was  beginning  to  manifest  itself,  not 
only  among  the  Turks,  but  even  among  a  great  majo- 
rity of  the  French  who  are  settled  here» 

iniquitous  errand.  His  letter  shews  that  he  was  equally  well 
qualified  for  the  purpose.  Much  mischief  would  inevitably  have 
followed,  had  not  the  presumption  and  folly  of  their  rapacious 
masters  precipitated  measures,  and  plunged  thetn  in  the  abyss  of 
misery  which  they  were' wantonly  preparing  fbr'others. 

They  are  both  ere  this,  wc  trust,  in  the  Castle  of  the  Seven 
Towers  :  much  too  good  a  place  of  imprisonment  for  Bien  who, 
in  strict  justice,  should  long  since  have  perished  in  the  dung^i^ns 
of  Robespierre. 
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«  Whatever,**  said  I  to  them  all,  "  may  be  the  pur- 
"  port  of  this  expedition,  you  ought  to  entertain  no 
**  doubt  but  that  it  is  undertaken  with  the  full  con- 
<*  sent  of  the  Porte.  Let  us  wait  for  authentic  intelli- 
•*  gence  from  our  respective  governments — and  till  then, 
**  let  us  confidently  repose  on  the  knowledge  we  all 
**  have  of  the  strict  connection  which  has  now  subsisted 
•*  so  long  between  the  two  powers*" — (Precious  villain  !) 
I  then  placed  in  the  fairest  point  of  view,  the  various 
advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  Ottoman  empire 
from  our  possession  of  MaUa — and^  to  say  the  truth, 
this  circumstance  had  a  considerable  effect  in  Cbunter- 
balancing  the  disagreeable  sensation,  which  the  know- 
ledge of  having  so  formidable  a  force  in  the  neighbour- 
hood had  already  produced. 

At  this  moment  Aleppo  is  effectually  quieted.  I  can 
see  nothing  to  apprehend  but  a  sudden  convulsion,  pro- 
duced by  some  of  those  absurd  and  exaggerated  accounts 
which  terror  frequently  dictates,  and  which  terror  alone 
is  capable  of  adopting. 

The  Pacha,  and  all  the  Grandees  of  the  city  are  tran- 
quil. If  there  be  any  explosion  to  dread,  it  is  on  the 
part  of  the  Cheriffs,  whom  fanaticism  may  drive  to  vio- 
lent measures^-and,  in  that  case,  I  should  not  be  asto- 
nished if  lh6  Janizaries,  who  arc  fond  of  us,  were  to 
undertake  our  defence. 

I  take  advantage,  Citizen  Minister,  of  a  mode  of 
conveyance,  not  altogether  without  suspicion,  to  trans- 
mit you  this  letter,  which  I  have  scribbled  in  great 
haste — because  the  only  opportunity  that  offers  is  that 
6f  ihe  courier  of  the  •♦•♦♦  Consul,  and  because  it  is 
peeessary  tto  use  every  precaution,  and  even  every  arti- 
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jfico  imaginable  to  save  appearances,  and  prevent  any 
obstacles  being  raised  to  its  departure. 

Health  and  respect. 

y.  Chodsrlos. 

The  reasons  I  have  just  given,  prevent  Citizen  Beau- 
champ  from  writing  to  you^  The  packet  would  be  too 
Yoluminous  not  to  excite  suspicion^  He  charges  me  to 
inform  you,  that  he  intends  setting  out  the  day  after 
to-morrow  for  Latakia,  where  he  will  t^ke  measures 
^or  prosecuting  his  journey. 


la 
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No.  XIX. 

Au  Grand  Cat  re,  ie  lo  Thermidor,  an  6. 

Le  Contre  Amiral  Pevlre' z^  commandant  la  Fhtille  du 
Nil^  a  son  Ami  Le  Joille,  Chef  d^  Division^  com- 
mandant  le  f^aisseau  le  GSnereux. 

MoN  cher  camarade,  jc  profite  de  I'occadon  de  la  Cis- 
alpine pour  te  donner  dc  mcs  nouvelle«,  comme  je  tc 
Tai  marque  par  ma  dcrniere*  ^ 

Je  suis  arrive  en  cette  ville  le  lendemain  de  notre  ar- 
mee,  apres  avoir  eprouve  toutes  les  privations  possibles ; 
nous  avons  etc  jusqu*a  six  jours  sans  avoir  autfb  chbse  a 
manger  que  des  pastiques,  et  pour  dessert  du  pastique. 
La  fusillade  roulait  toute  la  journ6e  de  la  part  du  paysan, 
qui  etoit  commande  par  des  Arabes  ou  des  Bedouins. 

Je  t'assure  que  si  ces  hommes'  savoient  tirer,  nous  nc 
serious  pas  revenus  un  seul.  A  present  ils  sont  plus 
raisonnables  depuis  que  le  .Caire  est  a  nous.  Je  regarde 
en  cc  moment  le  Nil  comme  certain,  cc  qui  nous  per- 
mettra  la  communication  avcc  vous. 

Tu  apprendras  avec  plaisir  que  j'ai  ete  promu  au  » 
grade  de  Contre  Amiral  sur  le  champ  de  bataille,  apres 
Taffaire  du  25.  Assurement:  si  j'avois  ete  seconde  par 
une  autre  canonniere  il  n'auroit  plus  et6  question  de 
leur  fiotille,  quoiqu'ils  en  avoient  7,  et  pour  lors  jc 
n'avois  que  6  batiments,  dont  trois  ont  ete  abandonnes 
ct  pris  par  les  ennemis,  qui  ont  eu  Taudace  de  s'cn  em- 
parer  a  portee  de  pistolet  de  moi. 
,  Pour  lori  j'ai  fait  dirigcr  toutes  mes  forces  dessus, 
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fait  couler  a  fond  la  canonnierc^de  TAmiral,  et  jc  les  ai 
forces  a  lacher  mes  canonnieres  que  j'ai  reintegrees  de- 
suite.  J'avois  encore  deux  batteries  de  12  canons  de 
campagne  dirig^es  sur  moi  a  tres-petite  portee.  Les 
troupes  etoient  tres-eloignees  et  ne  pouvoient  me  don- 
ner  aucun  secours.  Le  combat  a  commence  a  9  beures 
moins  un  quart,  et  a  iini  a  une  heure  et  demie  qu« 
fiotre  armie  les  a  mis  en  d6route. 
-  Je  t'assure  que  nous  avons  6t6  tronip6s  beaucoup  sur 
la  navigation  du  Nil.  II  he  peut  y  monter  aucun  bati- 
ment  tirant  plus  de  cinq  pieds  a  Tepoqued  oii  j'ai  monte  ; 
tant  qu*a  la  fertilite  du  pays  je  crois  que  Ton  a  beau- 
coup  a  decompter.  La  ferocite  des  habitans  est  pire 
que  }es  sauvages;  majeu;re  partie  habill£s  en  paille* 
Enfin  ie  pays  n'est  pas  de  moo  gout.  Cependant  apres 
la  peine>  le  plaisir ;  en  ce  moment  je  suis  ;^ssez  bien, 
tant  pour  les  nounritures  que  pour  les  plaisirs.  Les  Beys 
nous  ont  laisse  quelque  jolies  Armeniennes  et  Georgi- 
ennesy  que  nous  nous  sommes  empares  au  profit  de  la 
nation.  Je  te  prie^  mon  bon  ami,  de  m'envoyer  une 
barique  de  vin  :  tu  obligcras 

Ton  ami, 

Em.  Perre'*. 

Assure  de  mon  amitie  a  tous  met  amis. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Grand  Cairo,  July  2%th 

Riar  Admiral  Perre'b,  commanding  the  Flotilla  of  the 
Nilif  to  bis  Friend,  Lb  Joille,*  Chief  of  Division^ 
and  Captain  of  the  Ginereux. 

1  TAKE  the  opportunity  of  the  sailing  of  the  Cisalpine^ 
my  dear  comrade,  to  give  thee  some  account  of  myself> 
'as  I  promised  to  do  in  my  last. 

*  Le  joille  escaped  from  the  hands  of  Lord  Nelson,  and  had  the 
good  fortune,  lA  his  flight  to  Corfou,  to  fall  in,  and  after  an  en- 
gageroent  of  six  hours  and  a  hat^  to  capture  the  Leander^  a  ves* 
sel  at  no  time  of  half  his  force^  and  then  enfeebled  by  her  recent 
engagement,  and  with  scarce  two  thirds  of  her  compiement. 

This  is  all  well  known  : — ^what  is  not  so  notorious,  though  it 
well  descrvtrs'  to  be  so,  is  the  brutal  behaviour  of  Joille  to  the 
brave  men,  whose  invincible  courage  (for  they  did  not  strike  till 
the  Leander  was  absolutely  ungovernable)  would  have  entitled 
them  to  the  respect  of  a  generous  enemy.  Would  it  be  believed, 
that  the  wounds  of  the  gallant  commander  were  not  suffered  to  be 
dressed  for  several  days,  and  that  the  surgeon  of  the  ship  had  his 
instruments  taken  from  him  while  he  was  employed  in  performing 
an  operation  upon  one  orour.unfortunate  countrysien  I !  1  Yet 
all  this,  and  more  than  all  this,  is  perfectly  true. 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  principle  of  sound  policy,  or 
ifk  conformity  to  what  chapter  in  the  code  of  candour,  these  and 
^her  traits  of  Wanton  barbarity,  of  fer6cious  rapacity,  on  the  part 
\Df  the  French,  are  suppressed  in  our  public  sutements:  We 
liave  heard  of  one  council  abroad,  in  which  it  was  seriously  pre- 
ssed to  soften  or  conceal  the  insults  of  Prance,  lest  that  country 
should  be  irritated  1  and  we  have  seen  one  paper  at  home,  Which 
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I  arrived  hete  the  day  after  our  army >  after  expe- 
riencing every  degree  of  misery.  We*  were  six  days 
wittynit  any  thing  to  eat  but  water-melons — water-me- 
lons for  our  dinner^  and  water-melons  for  our  desert  I 
The  peasantry  of  the  country,  commanded  by  Arabs  or 
Bedouins,  kept  up  a  firing  all  day  long  about  our  ears. 
I  can  assure  thee,  that  if  these  people  knew  how  to 
level  a  musket,  not  a  man  of  us  would  return  alive. 
They  have  been  a  little  more  complaisant  since  the  cap* 
ture  of  Cairo.  I  now  consider  the  Nile  as  opea  ;  our 
communications  will,  therefore,  be  more  regular  in 
future. 

Thou  wilt  hear  with  pleasure  thkt  I  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Rear  Admiral  on  the  field  of  battle,  im- 
mediately after  the  affair  of  the  13th.    I  am  certain  that 

advised  the  same  conduct.— Whether  this  was  done  through  de- 
sign or  ignorance  is  not  worth  inquiry.  We  are  surely  too  power- 
ful to  be  insulted  by  tlie  French,  and  we  have  too  many  means 
of  retaliation  in  our  hands  to  dread  their  irritation. 

Let  it  also  be  considered,  that  the  publicity  for  which  we  con- 
tend^ is  due  to  the  brave  men  who  are  fighting  our  battles^it  is 
also  due  to  the  civilized  world,  of  whom  the  French  are  the  terror 
and  the  pest-^since  thfsre  oumot  be  a  more  effectual  method  of 
counteracting  a  nation,  which  derives  much  of  its  influence,  and 
more  of  its  power,  from  tlie  base  and  hypocritical  cant  of  superior 
justice  and  humanity,  than  tmfolding  every  act  of  unnecessary 
-cruelty^  which  their  innate  thirst  of  plunder,  and  of  blood,  in- 
ddces  tbem  to  perpelrat^. 

We  hai^e  gone  out  of  our  way  to  make  these  remarks ;  but  we 
hope  the  importance  of  them  will  excuse  us. 

To  return  to  Joitle.  —We  are  happy  to  add,  that  he  had  not  the 
satisfaction  of  possessing  himself  of  the  colours  which  Lord  NeU* 
son  had  put  on  board  the  Leander.  They  were  sunk  previous  to 
the  surrender  of  the  vessel,  together  with  the  dispatches,  and 
Bmcrs  of  every  kind. 
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if  I  had  been  supported  by  one  gun*boat  more >  we. 
should  hare  seen  the  last  of  their  flotilla,  though  they 
had  seven  and  I  had  but  six,  three  of  which  were  de* 
serted  by  the  crews,  and  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  the  audacity  to  seize  them  within  pistol-shot 
of  my  boat ;  it  was  then  that  I  exerted  myself  to  the 
utmost,  sunk  the  flag-vessel,  and  compelled  them  to 
abandon  my  boats  ;  which  I  afterwards  put  into  a  statt 
of  service.  I  had  besides,  two  batteries  of  six  field- 
pieces  each  opened  upon  me,  at  a  very  trifling  distance  ; 
and  the  army  was  too  remote  to  lend  me  any  succour.* 
The  engagepient  began  at  a  quarter  before  nine  in  the 
morning,  and  finished  about  half  after  one,  when  they 
fled  on  all  sides. 

I  can  assure  thee  that  we  have  been  miserably  de^ 
ceived  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  Nile.  No  ves- 
sel that  draws  more  than  five  feet  can  ascend  it  at  the 
»  period  tlwt  I  did  ;  with  respect  to  the  fertility  of  the 
country  too,  great  deductions  must  be  made,  or  I  am 
mightily  mistaken.t    The  ferocity  of  the  inhabitants 

*  This  is  not  the  .^ct :  it  was  the  appearance  of  the  arm^ 
(though  it  might  not  be  actually  engaged)  that  saved  him  from 
absolute  destruction. 

t  It  is  cinrioui  to  mark  the  progress  of  conviction  afnotigst  the 
French.  Alexandria  is  universally  allowed  tt^  be  detestable^**- 
there  are  no  doubts  eapnessed  of  that^^f -Oh  1  but  then  it  will  be 
"delightful  when  we  get  to  Rosetta!''  ** No,''  say  thoSe  wito 
are  stationed-  there,  ^^Rosecta  is  not  Mightfiil  at  all^it  is  only  a 
<«  little  less  wretched  than  Alexandria."  •«  True  I  but  then  the 
*'  Delta  I  that  is  surely  rich  and  beautiful ;  and  then  there  is 
'  ^*  Cairo,  the  wesdthiest,  the  largest,  and  the  inost  magnificent  city 
.  *«  in  the  world  I"  "  As  for  the  Delta,"  says  Perr^e,  "  I  have  just 
**  passed  through  it,  and  I  can  assure  you,  that  it  is  any  thing  but 
**  rich  ind  beautiful."  <<  Ar^d  as  for  Cairo,"  ndaim  a  tboutand 
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exceeds  that  of  savages  ;  most  of  them  appear  to  be  co- 
vered with  reeds  or  straw.  In  a  word,  the  country  i$ 
not  at  all  to  my  taste ;  however,  after  pain,  pleasure,  z» 
the  proverb  says.  At  present  I  am  tolerably  well  si- 
tuated, both  with  respect  to  my  table  and  my  other 
amusements.  The  Beys  have  left  us  some  pretty  Ar- 
menian and  Georgian  wenches,  whom  we  have  confis- 
cated to  the  profit  of  the  nation.  Do,  prithee,  my  dear 
friend,  send  me  a  cask  of  wine ;  thou  wiU  confer  an 
obligation  on  thy  friend 

Em.  Perrs'b^ 

Assure  al)  noy  frieads  of  my  best  regaids. 

voices  in  concert,  **  it  is  the  vileSt  ^nd  most  miserable  dog-hole 
''on  the  face  of  the  earth!"  Thu^  delusion  after  delusion 
pas^s  ,away,  and  the  French,  who  are  as  sanguine  as  they  are 
credulous,  are  finally  resigned  to  disappointment  aad  despair. 
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No.  XX. 


Au  ^uartier gineral du  Grand  Cairif  li  lo  Thermidor. 

ht,  TvVLCQjIide^^Camp  du  Gin(ral  B.  Cbefdi  FEtat^ 
Major^  &niral  de  VArmeey  au  Citoyen  Li  TuitCQ^ 
son  P}re. 

Depuis  votrc  Icttre  datcc  du  23  Florfial  dernier,  j« 
n*ai  ref  u  aucune  de  vos  nouTelles>  cher  pere ;  vous  devez 
sentir  combien  cela  doit  m'inqui6ter.  Je  n'ai  rfeii  ne- 
glige pour  profiler  de  tous  les  couriers  que  nous  avons 
expcdies  pour  Paris,  de  Toulon,  de  Malte,  et  d'Alex- 
andrie,  ainsi  que  celui-ci  que  nous  expedions  du  Gaire. 
f  Je  ne  vous  peindrai  pas  la  position  dans  laquelle  nous 
nous  trouvons  tous  dans  cc  pays ;  je  me  bornerai  iseule* 
ment  a  vous  dire,  que  nous  avons  tous  6t6  trompis  dans 
notre  attente  sur  le  pays  de  TEgypte  ;  mais  heureusement 
pourmoi,  j'ai  lebonheur  de  jouir  d'une<tssez  bonne  sant6, 
c'est-a-dire  jusqu'a  ce  jour,  un  des  mieux  portants  de 
Tarmee.  Je  desire  bien  ardemment  ctre  de  retour  prcff 
de  vous,  pour  vous  faire  un  tableau  iidele  du  pays, 
d'apres  lequel  vous  jugerez  ais6ment  que  nous  devons 
beaucoup  nous  y  ennuyer  sous  bien  des  rapports. 

Je  vous  joins  ici,  cher  pere,  une  relation  de  ce  qui 
neus  est  arrive  dans  notre  marche  d'Alexandrie  au  Caire, 
ct  des  differens  combats  que  nous  avons  eus  pendant  cette 
marche,  avec  les  M^melouks  et  les  Bedouins.  II  vous  sera 
fsKrile  de  juger  de  notre  position  dans  ce  desert,  qui  eut 
£te  la  defaite  de  Tarmee  sans  le  secours  du  Nil,  branche 
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d'on  fteuve  qui  se  jette  dans  le  Delta.  Je  tcrmine^'CSp^* 
rant  incessamment  jouir  du  bonheur  de  vous  racontcr  ces  . 
faits  extraordinaires  moi-metne  dans  vos  foyers. 

Je  ne  dissimulerai  pas  que  c'est  un  grand  avantage 
pour  moi,  deji  ancien  militaire,  d*avoir  fait  un  voyage 
aussi  important  et  aussi  instructif^  mais  sachant  ce  qu'est 
le  pays  ct  les  privations  en  tout  genre  qu'on  y  endure, 
je  ne  sais  trop>  si  cc  voyage  etoit  a  recommencer,  si  je 
I'entreprendrois ;  mais  maintenant  quej'ai  supporte  U 
majeure  partie  des  maux  qui  m'y  attendoient  je  suisbien 
,aise  de  le  faire,  et  veux  le  suivre  jusqu'a  la  fin. 

Nous  sommes  au  Caire  depuis  qtielques jours ;  il  seroit 
possible  que  nous  y  restassions  encore  une  quinzaine, 
apres  quoi  il  est  vraisemblable  que  nous  dirigerons  no9 
pas  en  Syrie^  vers  la  Haute  Egypte  -y  deja  une  de  nos 
divisions  est  partie  pour  Damiette. 

Je  n'ai  pasbesoiniie  vous  prier  de  cominuniquer  cette 
lettre  et  ma  relation  a  nos  parents  et  amis  communs, 
particulierement  au  Citoyen  et  a  la  Citoyenne  Berthe, 
mon  firere  marchatid,  et  mon  oncle  Le  Turcq,  enfin 
tous  mes  parents ;  dites-leur  que  je  les  embrasse  tou» 
du  plus  profond  de  mon  coeur,  en  attendant  le  plaisir  de 
les  voir  si  je  le  peux  sous  six  mois. 

Le  General  Bcrthier  ccrit  par  le  meme  courier  a  son 
pere,  ainsi  que  THuiliier ;  il  est  nomme  aujourd*hut 
Sous- Lieutenant  au  14.  regiment  de  dragons. 

Donnez-moi  souvent  de  vos  nouvelles  et  de  toute  ma 
famille  ;  n'oubliez  pas.  Ic  dragon.  J'espere  que  mon 
prompt  reioor  Tindemnisera  de  la  perte  qull  peut  faire 
par  Tabsence  de  cc  long  voyage  que  je  suis  force  de  con- 
umier ;  mais  dites-lui  qu'il  ne  perd  rien  pour  attendre, 
que  le  Gen6nd  Bcrthier  nt'a  tout  promis  pour  lui,  et 
sureracnt  il  est  hommc  a  tenir  sa  parole.. 
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Je  vous  embratse  miHe  fois  tous,  et  je  suis  podr  la  vie, 

Votre  fils, 

Le  Turco. 

•    Ditcs- moi,  je  vous  prie,  si  vous  avcz  re^u  des  netivellcs 
de  Cesar  Berthe,  qui  se  trouve  ou  a  Milan,  ou  a  Paris, 


TRANSLATION!/ 


Head  Quarters ^  Grand.  Cairo j  July  28. 
Lb  TuncQ^Jid-de-Caffip  to  General  Bekthier,  Chief 
of  the  Etat'Major,  and  General  of  the  Armjy  to  Citizen 
Le  Turcq^  his  father. 

Dear  Father y 

OINCE  your  letter  of  the  I2th  of  May  last,  I  have  not 
received  a  siqgle  line  from  you :  judge  hove  wretched 
this  has  made  me.  I  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you  by  the  different  couriers  which  have  been 
dispatched  to  Paris,  from  Toulon,  Malta,  and  Alexan- 
dria ;  and  I  now  send  to  you  by  this,  which  is  just 
-setting  out  from  Cairo. 

'  I  shall  say  nothing  to  you  of  the  situation  in  which 
we  find  ourselves  in  this  country,  but  content  myself 
with  observing  once  for  all,  that  we  have  been  miser* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIGINAL    LETTERS.  I25 

ably  deceived  in  our  expectations  respecting  Egypt. 
Happily  for  me,  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  enjoy  a 
tderable  state  of  health, — that  is  to  say,  I  have  been, 
down  to  the  present  hour,  one  of  the  healthiest  in  the 
whole  army.  I  long  most  ardently  to  return  to  you, 
to  lay  before  you  a  faithful  picture  of  the  country ; 
from  which  you  will  easily  be  enabled  to  comprehend 
how  jnaQy  reasons  we  have  to  be  disgusted  with  it. 

I  inclose^  my  dear  father,  a  narrative  *  of  what  be- 
fel  us  in  our  march  from  Alexandria  to  Cairo,  and  of 
the  different  combats  we  had  to  sustain  with  the  Mame- 
loucs  and  the  Bedouins.  You  will  form  a  judgment 
without  difficulty  of  our  situation  in  the  Ij)esert.  The 
whole  army  would  have  been  destroyed,  but  for  the 
assistance  we  derived  from  the  Nile,  a  branch  of  a  river 
which  throws  itself  into  the  Delta !  I  conclude  with  re- 
,  peating  my  hopes  that  I  shall  speedily  enjoy  thf  hajppi- 
ne$s  of  recounting  these  extraordinary  events  to  you  in 
person,  by  our  own  fire-side. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  deny  but  that  it  is  a  great  ad- 
vantage for  me,  already  an  old  soldier,  to  be  engaged  in 
so  important,  and  so  instructive  an  expedition:  but, 
knowing  what  the  country  really  is,  and  the  privations 
and  sufferings  to  which  we  are  exposed,  I  am  not  too 
sure,  that  if  it  were  to  begin  again,  I  should  venture  to 
undertake  it.  Now,  however,  that  I  have  overcome  the 
major  part  of  the  evil  which  awaited  me,  I  am  not  ill 

*  This  narrative  we  have  snppressed.  It  is  in  fact  a  tedious 
and  ill-written  detail  of  the  same  operations  which  are  related 
with  infinitely  more  ability  by  Boycr  (No.  XXII.)  ;  from  whom 
Le  Turcq  differs  only,  in  his  enumeration  of  the  hardships  and 
losses  of  the  army ;  which  he  states  to  be  somewhat  greater  than 
Boyerdocs.  •  , 
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pleased  with  what  I  have  done  ;  and  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  persevere  to  the  end.* 

We  have  been  at  Cairo  some  days.  It  is  possible  thai 
we  may  stay  here  a  fortnight  longer,  after  which  I 
think  it  probable  that  we  shall  march  to  Syria  towards- 
Upper  Egypt,  t  One  division  is  already  gone  to  Da- 
mietta. 

I  have  no  occasion  to  request  you  to  communicate  my 
letter,  and  narrative,  to  our  kinsmen  and  common  friends, 
particularly  to  Citizen  Berthe  and  his  wife,  to  my 
brother  the  merchant,  to  my  uncle  Le  Turcq,  and  in  a 
word,  to  ajl  my  relations*  Tell  them  that  I  embrace 
them  with  my  whole  heart,  and  flatter  myself  that  I 
shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  within  six  months. 

General  Berthier  writes  by  this  courier  to  his  father, 
so  docs  THuillier,  who  is  this  day  promoted  to  a  lieu- 
tenancy in  ttie  14th  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  and  all  the  family  often.    Do 

•  It  ii  impossible  to  read  this  paragraph,  in  which  Lc  Turcq 
itates  his  discontent  so  forcibly,  in  descanting  on  his  happiness  ; 
without  being  immediately  put  io  mind  of  the  professing  readi- 
.  ness  of  the  reluctant  Bull-calf. 

<<  BuU'Calf*  Good  master  corporate  Bardolph,  stand  my 
«*  friend,  and  here  is  four  Harry  ten  shillings  in  French  crowns 
"  for  you.  In  very  truth.  Sir,  I  had  as  Hef  be  hang'd,  Sir,  as 
*<  go :  .and  yet,  for  mine  own  part.  Sir,  I  do  not  care ;  but, 
**  rather,  because  I  am  unwilling,  and,  for  mine  own  part,  Jiave 
<*  a  desire  to  stay  with  my  friends ;  else.  Sir,  I  did  not  care,  for 
•<  mine  own  part,  so  much."  Shakespeare. 

t  This  '*  old  soldier"  is  rather  yoitfig  in  his  geography^ 
Upper  £gypt  is  not  precisely  in  the  road  ko  Syria,  any  more  thaci 
any  part  of  ^gypt  is  in  the  road  from  France  to  England — a  mis- 
take which  the  whole  army  seem  to  have  made,  and  which  is  in  a 
feir  way  tf  costing  them  dc«r. 
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not  forget  the  dragoon.  I  hope  that  my  prompt  return 
will  indemnify  him  for  the  loss  which  he  may  sustain 
by  my  long  absence  in  this  expedition,  in  which  I  am 
forced  to  persevere — but  tell  him  that  he  shall  lose  no- 
thing by  waiting.  General  Berthier  has  promised  me 
every  thing  for  him  \  and  he  is  surely  a  man  to  be  de- 
pended upon. 

I  embrace  you  a  thousand  times,  and  ever  remain. 

Your  son, 

Le  TurcQj, 

Pray  tell  me  if  you  have  heard  from  Cesar  Berthe^ 
be  is  either  at  Milan,  or  Parts. 
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Ju  Grand  Cat  re,  le  lo  Therms^or, 

^VJdjudant-GemralBoYZVL,  au  General tn  ChefdeTAr^ 
m(i  d'AngUterrt. 

Mon  GenSraJy 

INoTRE  entree  au  Grand  Caire,  fera  sans  doute,  eir 
France,  une  de  ces  impressions  qu'occasionne  toujours 
un  evenement  rare  ;  mais  guand  on  saura  respeced'cn- 
nemis  que  nous  avons  eu  a  combattre,  le  peu  d^art  qu*ils 
ont  employe  contre  nos  moyens,  cnfin  la  nulHte  de 
kurs  entrepriseS)  cette  expedition  et  nos  conquetes  ne 
paroitront  plus  si  extraordin aires. 

Nous  avons  d'abord  debute  par  un  assaut  livr6  a  une 
place  sans  defense,  dont  la  garnison  etait  de  500  Janis- 
saires  qui  a  peine  s^avent  tirer  le  fusil.  C'est  d'Alex- 
andrie  dont  je  veux  parler ;  villasse  ouverte  de  tout 
cote,  qui  certainement  ne  pouvoit  s'opposer  aux  efforts 
de  25,000  hommes  qui  Tattaquerent  a  la  fois;  noiis  y 
perdimes  neanmoins  150  hommes,  qu'on  auroit  pu  con- 
server  en  sommant  la  place ;  mais  il  falloit  commencer 
par  etonner  son  ennemi. 

L'on  a  ensuite  marche  sur  Ics  Mamelouks;  gens  dont 
la  bravoure  est  si  reconnue  en  Egypte.  Cettc  soldatesque 
qui  n'a  aucune  idee  de  tactique  ;  qui  ne  connoit  de  la 
guerre  que  le  sang  que  repandent  leurs  arnies,  a  paru 
la  premiere  fois  en  face  de  notre  armee  le  25  Messidor. 
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D'abord  diy  h  pointe  du  jour,  ib  ont  faat  voir  toutes 
')kuff»faQroesy  qui  lod^lreyit  kutour  de  tiatre  armee,  comme 
des  tfoupfaux  iMtchaiit  tiintdt  an  galop,  taiit5t  au  pas» 
par  taB  de  xo>  d^  50,  de  loo,  ftc.  Enfin  d^un^  inaniere 
410881  ri(&ute  que  cufieuse,  vingi  fols*'  ils  out  tent6  la 
xfaorge,  inals  trouvarit  partout  on  poirtt  qm  leur  offirc^t 
ime  idsisiaiioe'  a  laqueHe  t!^  ne  s'atteridoTent  pas,  ils 
jMissci^iit'lduy'joumee  i  nom  teirir  expos£s  i  Karddfifr 
d'un  soleil  brfilant ;  si  hous  tiissions  et6  plus  entrepr^- 
iianax»jool?-ia,'peut-^ti^  Idur  sort  cbt  €t6'  decide; 
mis  }e  jQ^tMi^atBonafi^e  tempotisa  pour  eonnoltre 
^OR  €9SM:iQi,  ^  sc  metttr  au  fait  de  ^on  genre  de 
guerre. 

-  Laf  jouxDiA  ^  declda  par  la  retraltcf  die^  Mamelbuk^, 
qui  perdirent  a  peine  25  dcs  leurs ;  nous  retiioritames  1c 
Nil  jusqu'au  3  Thermidor,  qui  fut  le  jour  decisif  dc  la 
puissanoe  des  Mamelouk^. 

Quatre  mille  hommes  a  cheval,  ayant  chacun  un  ou 
dtttX  visilets,  vinrent  se  heurter  contre  une  armee  d*elitc. 
Leur  charge  fut  un  acte  de  fureur,  de  rage,  et  de  d6s- 
eKpoi#.  ll^kmiiiiftTehTff  l>csalx  et  Rtghier  les  premiers. 
Leurs  efforts  furent  biefit6t  tenVerses ;  le?  soWats  de  ces 
divisions  les  attendirent  avec  assurance,  et  a  dix  pas  un 
feu  de  file  fait  sur  eux,  en  jetta  de  suite  150  a  terre. 
lis  vinrent  ensuite  sur  la  division  Bon,  qui  les  accueillit 
de  la  meme  mani^re.  Enfin  apres  divers  efforts  inutiles, 
ils  prirent  la  fuite,  et  emportant  leurs  trcsors,  ils  se  jet- 
tent  aujourd'hui  dans  la  Haute  Egypte.  Cette  victoirc 
nous  a  donne  la  ville  du  Grand  Caire,  ou  nous  sommes 
depuis  le  4  an  soir. 

II  faudrott  itrt  familier  avec  la  langue  du  pays,  et 
outre  9a,  avoir  le  secret  des  grands,  pour  vous  donner 
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ynje  i<Uj9  Jes  Tf  ssources  et  ^i^^moy^n^  q^ie'nods  aVons 
trouylsjfoos.ce^tc  ville^  mais  a  en;(Qroire,ceitx  qui  de 
p^ignepty,tCf  Ie$  clemao<{es  de  plusifurs  G^neraux  qui 
yeuleot  rjetpurner  en  Fra^ce^  il  paroit  qull  y  a  un  granfl 
ip^^onjtqUemcnt  d^s  rarmee.  En  general,  il  est  diffi- 
.file  de  sc:  ^gurer  les  maux  qa'a  soufTerts  Tannee  peh^ 
dant  xj  jours  de  marche  j  ne  trouvant  nulle  part  de  pain, 
.^  vip,(  nous  ayons  vecu  de  meloQ$»  citrouilleSy  volaillesy 
viand^  d.e,btiffle,  ct  d'cau  du.Nil;-  :         - 

VoUay^ipiionjGeneraly  un  fecit  3uccinct.de  dos  opera*- 
,  k>ns.  ,  On  parlejdeja  de  renxonter  TEgypte,  jusqu'aux 
t)atara)^es  du  Ni} ; .  cette  rnafcbe  occasionnera  beaucoup 
de  demissions. 

,  Presenter,  je  vous  pjj«^ine$.hoinniages  respf^ueux  a 
'Madame  Kiluiaine^  et  croyez  moi 

Votre  subordonne, 

.1/  BOYIJU 

^  •.  "  .1 

..  Rappcllex-mpi,  je  vous  prie,«u  souvenir  de  mes.ctaia* 
rades  Rivaud>  d'Arbois  et  Villard;  ! 
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TRA^fSLATION. 

•     Gramd  Cairo,  July  tZ. 

Jdjuiam-Gtmrd  BOY£K»  U  thi  Commander  in  Chuf  of 
tbi  Army  of  England.* 

My  Genoral, 

Our  entrance  into  Grand  Cairo  will  doubtless  excite 
that  sensation  at  home  which  every  extraordinary  event 
is  calculated  to  produce ;  but  when  you  come  to  know 
the  kind  of  enemy  we  had  to  combat,  the  little  art  they 
employed  against  u^,  and  the  perfect  nullity  of  all  their 
measures,  our  expedition  and  our  victories  will  appear 
to  you  very  common  things. 

We  began  by  making  an  assault  upon  a  place  with- 
out any  defence,  and  garrisoned  by  j^out  500  Janiza- 

*  General  Kilmaine.  This  is  the  letter  of  an  experienced  offi- 
cer, giving  an  account  to  hts  superior,  whom  he  neither  dared, 
nor,  perhaps,  wished  to  deceive,  of  such  military  operations  as 
fell  under  his  immediate  inspection. 

The  **  account"  we  know,  from  the  most  indisputable  autho- 
rity, to  be  as  correct  as  it  is  spirited.  It  derogates  a  little,  it 
must  be  confessed,  from  the  wonderful  prowess  of  Bonaparte 
and  his  band  of  heroes— but  what  are  we  to  think  of  a  General, 
who  gravely  tells  of  the  difficulty  of  scaling  the  ramparts  of  a' 
town,  which  has  scarce  a  wall  or  a  gate  that  might  not  be  forced 
by  a  serjeamt's  guard  I  or  of  the  prodigies  of  valour  exhibited  in 
defbiting  a  horde  of  brave  but  undisciplined  troops,  with  a  regu* 
lar  and  well  appointed  army,  of  more  than  m  times  their  ihim« 
beni  -.     .-' 
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ries,  of  whom  scarce  a  man  knew  how  to  level  a  mus- 
ket. I  allude  to  Alexandria,  a  huge  and  wretched 
skeleton  of  a  place,  open  on  every  side,  and  most  cer- 
tainly very  unable. f<}  Hsfcl^  Ithe  tffotti^of  25,000  men, 
who  attacked  it  at  the  same  instant.  We  lost,  notwith- 
stj^ndi^g^  130  wn,  vcbom  we  might  have  preserved  by 
oiity  surfhAohing  tfte  town — fcut  it  was  thought  neces- 
svy tity begin  RyBtfiki^g^ Mrtrto& taW  the  enemy.-* 

After  this  we  rri«?eH^  agafiwer  the  Mameloucs  ;  a 
people  highly  celebrated  amongst  the  Egyptians  for  their 
bravery.  This  rabble. f I  cannot  call  them  soldiers,) 
which  has,  pot.tlje  most  tfiflina  idea  of  tactics,  ^sd 
wKrch  knows  nothing  of  war  but  the  blood  that  is  spilt 
in  it,  appeared  for  the  {\rst  tin^e  opposed  to.  ojuraf  my  on 
the  13111  oi;  Jut  y.. 

F^oui  t^e  f]r^,dawh,of  day^  they  nriacje  a  general  dlsr 
play  of  tHeir  forces,  which  stragg.led  round  and  round 
our  anny,  like  so  many  cattle  isorpetimes  gallppjping, 
and  sometimes  j^acin^  ijx  grQjjps  of  lo^  50,  ioO|,  &c. 
After  svme  iiipe^^  they  made  several  attempts,.  Ln  a  style 

*  It;  waf  a,  br-^h  of  this,  ncc^splty,  we  suppose,  that 
piom^ted  Bopagur^  wjtb  equal,  jujifgi^en^  an4  humanity,  to 
give  u{K  tl^e  i^il^bitants  of  Ali;xa4i^i:ia«  tp,  indiscriminate  sUug))«< 
ter  for  the  space  of  four  hours  I  M^.  Gilbert  Wakefield  tells,  i^, 
thaKr  this.Gi^ierAl!(wub  whose  character  be  q^pears  to.bfta^  well 
afquaj^tfcjl  af  he  evidently  is  with  most  of  those  with,  whom  he, 
mefklles,)'  *^  pre%^.  Uie  preservation  of  a  single  ci^^en  fjpm, 
''■deatJbii  to  titi(?  mcl^i>c}ioly  glory  tl>at  coqld  result  from  a  thoo* 
**  sand  tnurophs.  of  a  coi^queror  wading  through  floods  of  slaug|i« 
M  ter*"  AIJ.  tiiis  is  dotibtkss  vary  fine  ao4  very  tniel  and  WA 
nji^^i^  thci»fipx;e,  coqc^j^de  thi^t^the  G^  aerajl  hf^just  then  fbrgpuem 
th;^t  thf  iMifj)rtuq?Ue  AJexandnijacs  wi»,**  citizens"— a  cirom^. 
stapce  the  more  to,  be  wondered  atj  ^hp  h^  iH)t  lon|^, before^, 
termed  them  so  In  his  Manifesto. 
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Vqodly  riditutetis  and  cirrfotrt,  to  break  iA  ti]^  tts ; 
l)Ut  finditig  evtfy  whirt  a  Wstetknfce  Which  they  ^itJtobfy 
illd'tibt  expect;  thiy  speht  the  diy  ih  kecj^lhg  Ut  cii*. 
pdseA  to  the  fui-y  of  a  btttnihg  giitt.  "rt^d  W6  bfcfeh  'a 
little  more  enterprfi^ing  this  day,  f  tblnk  th^iir  fat^ 
would  have  been  decided ;  but  General  BonapAVtfe  t^rt*. 
porized,  that  he  ftilg^t  make  a  trial  of  his  ehemy>  and 
become  acquainted  with  thfctr  manhcr  of  fighting. ' 

The  day  ended  \^ith  the  l^trcat  of  the  Mattitloucs, 
who  scarcely  F6st  five-and-tWenty  rtieh.  We  cJontlnued- 
our  march  up  the  Nile  till  the  21st,  which  was  the  day 
that  put  a  final  termination  to  tht  po^cr  of  the  Mame* 
loucs  in  Egypt. 

Four  thousand  men  on  horseback,  hairing  each  a 
groom^or  two,  bore  down  Intrepidly  on  a  numerous 
atrtiy  bf  veterans:  their  charge  was  an  act  of  fury, 
rage,  and  despair.  They  attacked  Desaix  and  Re^ier 
first.  The  soMiets  of  ^t^  WiiVfofi^'^WiteffthJMfr  4ith 
steadiness,  and  at  the  dl^hhtd  <lF'«niy<teA'V^«'*H*^«A 
a  running  fire  upon  them,  which  brought  down  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  They  then  fell  upon  Bon's  division, 
which  received  them  in  the  same  manner  In  short, 
after  a  number  of  unavailing  efforts,  they  made  off;  and, 
carrying  with  them  all  their  treasures,  took  shelter  in 
Upper  Egypt.  The  fruit  of  this  victory  was  Grand 
Cairo,  where  we  have  been  ever  since  the  evening  of 
the  2  id.  ^ 

I  should  be  familiar  with  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  what  is  of  still  more  importance,  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Great,  to  be  enabled  to  give  you  an.  idea 
of  the  resources  found  in  this  city  ;  but,  from*  the  com- 
plaints I  hear,  and  the  demands  of  several  Generals 
who  wish  to  return,  I  can  easily  perceive  that  there  are 
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vast  dtseoBtents  in  the  army.  Generally  speaking,  it  is 
hanBy  possible  to  conceive  the  miseries  endured  by  the 
army,  during  its  seventeen  day^'  march ;  finding  no 
where  a  bit  of  bread,  nor  a  drop  of  wine,  we  were  re- 
duced to  live  on  melons,  gourds,  poultry,  buffalo  meat, 
ahd  Nile  water. 

Such,  my  General,  is  the  succinct  account  of  our 
operations.  There  is  a  talk  already  of  our  ascending 
the  Nile  as  far  asjthe  Cataracts :  an  expedition  that  will 
make  a  number  of  officers  throw  up  their  tommissions. 

I  beg  you  to  present  my  respectful  homage  to  Madame 
Kilmdhe,  and  to  believe  me 

Your  subordinate, 

BOYER. 

Have  the  goodness  to  lemember  me  to  my  comradea 
iUvaud,  D'Arboif,  dnd  Villard. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORiGiiiAft  Lrrrtfts.  ifS 


Au  Grand  Cain,  le  lo  Thermid$r, 

Mts  cher  Pvnnttj  *     '     ' 

^OTRE  entr6e  au  Grand  Caire  est  une  occaauin  fOM 
moi  de  vpus  donner  dc  met^notivelUs,  et  cgoimc.  mon 
intention  est  de  vous  isettre  emierement  au.fait  d'une 
expedition  aussi  singuli^fe  qu*etQn|iante,.  je  vais  rtou* 
pituler  tous  no6  hauta  fahs  4u  jour  de  notre  depart  de 
Toulon. 

L'arm^e  co(npas£e;  de  3€>yOOo  hommesy  embarques 
partie  a  Marseille,  TonLomt  Genes*  et  Givilft  Vecckia^ 
a  mis  a  la  voile  le  3Q  Ploreal,  conVoyee  p^  i  j  vaisacftux* 
de  guerre,  dont  deux  arm^s  en  flyte*  M-  fr^gfttes,  et 
plusieurs  autres  petits  b^time^ts  de.guer^.?  .Lcicodvoi: 
en  tout  formoit  un  totsd  de  400  voiles ;  dqntifiJtt&CtxM-, 
sades  Ton  n'avoit  pas  vu  pareille  armee  dans  la  Medi-^^ 
terranee. 

Sans  calculer  les  dangers,  de  l'£l£fnei^t  sur  leqvel  nous 
voguions,  ni  ccux  qu'un  enoienu  redoutable  sur  Teau 
pouvoit  nous  faire  craindre,  Varm^e  cingle  vers  Tile  de 
Malte,  ou  nous  arrivons  le  az  PrairiaK  Cetl^conquStt 
tres-importante  par  elle-m^me  nous  couta  pen  de  monde. 
Le  24  la  place  capitula,  VOrdre  iiit  aneanti,  le  Grand* 
Maltre  renvoye  en  AUemagne  avec  de  balles  promesses : 
tout  enfio  succede  a  nos  voei^x.  II  n$.  falloit  pas  perdre 
de  terns,  ni  s'occuper  trop  a; coq tempter  e(  raisonner 
^Wantage  que  nous  tirions  de  i'occupalion  de  Malte, 
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une  escadre  Angloise  forte  de  13  grosses  voiles,  com^ 
inand£e  par  Nelson^  mouilloit  dans  les  eaux  de  Naples^ 
et  epioit  nos  mouvemens,  Bonaparte  instruit  de  la  pre- 
sence de  Tennemiy  domxe  i  peine  a  ^n  escadre  le  terns 
de  faire  de  I'eau,  il  ordonne  qu'on  mette  a  la  voile,  et, 
le  30  Prairial,  Tarmee  et  I'esqadre  sortent  du  port  de 
Malte.  Nous  for^ ons  de  voile  pour  atteindre  le  second 
but  de  notre  expedition.  Le  7  Messidori  no^s  si^;palons 
risle  de  Candie,  enfin^  le  12  notre  escadre  legere  signale 
Aleacandfitf;        * 

Le  mdme  jour,  a  niidi  I'escadre  de  TArairal  Nelson 
arrivoit  en  facb  du  port*  de  cette  villt,  et  offroit  aux 
Turcs  <{»mouiller  dins  leur  port,  pour  les  d6fendre  co(i-' 
tre  nous;  cette  offre  refiisee,  TAngtels met  ila  voile,  fait 
route  sur  Cypre,  tandis  que  nous,  profitant  de  toutes  ses 
fautes  et  utilisant  son  ineptie,  nous  descendon^  la  nuit 
du  13  au  P4  sur  Marabou  ou  la  Tour  its  Arabes  ;  a  la 
pointe  dujour,  toute  Tarmfe  6toit  a  terre.  Bonaparte 
se  met  a  la  tete,  marche  drc^t  sur  Alexandrie  a  travers 
un  desert  de  trois  lieues  qui  n'oiFrolt  pas  mSme  de  Teau 
pour  ressource  dans  un  dlimat  ou  la  chaleur  est  insup- 
portable*^ 

Malgre  toutes  ces  difficult^s,  nous  arrivon^  sous  tesf 
mnrs ;  une  garnison  d'a  peu  pr2s  500  Janissaires,  les 
defendoient. — Le  reste  de  la  population  de  kt  vilje  se 
jmte  dans  Ics  forts,  d'autres  se  portent  sur  leurs  tolts. 
Ainal  disposes.  Us  ttrtendent  notre  attaque,  la  charge 
bat,  nos  soMajts  se  pricipitent  avec  fiireur  sUr  les  rem- 
parts  qu'ils  escalMen*,  malgr6  la  defense  opini&tre  de^ 
attaqu^^s )  plosieurs  g6neraux  sont  Messts,  entr*autres 
Kleber.— Nous  pefdcms  a  peu  pres  150  hommes,  rvUkh 
la  valeur  met  fin  i  Topiniltrete  des  Turcs.  Ceux-ci 
repousses  de  tout  c6ti,  se  refugtent  chez  leUr  Dieu  ei 
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last  Prophelie ;  ils  r^mplissent  jbuf^  iiio«^pi£es  \  hoam^j 
femmeS)' vi«illar4sy  j^unes,  ^  enfttos,  tous  sont  maasa-  > 
crte.  Au  bout  de  qi»au;e  heures,  nes  soklatf  mettent  fin 
a  leur  fureur«-4a  tranquillite  renalt'en  viUe— ^plusieurt 
forts  capkulent ;  j'en  ai  moi^ifteme  fait  rendrt  un  ou 
7©o  Turcs  s'etoient  retirls.  Li  cdnfiance  rcprend  cnftn 
daas  la  ville,  et  le  lendemain  tou^  etoit  tranquille. 

Cost  id  k  moment  de  faire  une  pethe  digression 
pour  vous  mettre  au  fait  du  sujet  qui  nous  anveae  sur  > 
ces  terreS)  et  va  engager  Bonaparte  de  s'emparer  de 
I'Egyptp. 

La  France,  par  les  divers  evenemens  de  cette  guerrci^ 
et  de  sa  revolution,  perdant  ses  colonies,  ses  comptoirSs 
verrdit  infalliblement  d^cheoir  son  conuacietGe,  et  un 
peuple  aussi  industrieux^seroit  enfin  oblige  de  negociei. 
en  secondes  mains  les  objets  les  pUi0  esientiels  de  son 
commerce  ;  plusieurs  probahilites  font  envisager  comme 
impossibly  au  ^uvernement,  sinoB  de  recuperer'iKt. 
colonies,  du  mains  d'en  tirer  Tavaatage  que  nous  en 
avions,  surtout  apies  la  destmctjoB  et  les'horreurs  <ffiii 
se  sont  commises,  joiftt  au  decret  d'abolitioa;.. 

Pour  s'indemniser  d'une  pert^  ^ui  paroit  pres^u^ 
reeUe^'le  gouverneraeat  a  jette  les  yc^x  sur  TEgypte  el 
la  Syrie^  coatree&  qui  paf  leur  climat,  la  bonte  de  lour 
sol,  et  leur  fertUite,  peuvent  devenir  le$.  greniers  di) 
commerce  de  la  France,  son  mzgsLzin  d*abondaice|.cl 
par  la  suite  des  tems  Tentrepot  de  son  commerce  dcs 
lades:  il  est  indubitable  qu'apxes  nous  etre  empar€s 
et  organises  dans  ce  pays^  nous  pouvons  jetter  nos  vuc$ 
plus  loin,  et  par  la  suite  detruire  le  conomerce  Anglaic 
dans  les  Indes,  Vutiliser  a  notre  profit,  nous  rendm  le$ 
souTerains  du  commerce  meme  de  TAfriqiieet  TAsife../ 
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Toutes  ces  cohsid£rations  oht  ,engag6,  selpn  moi,  te 
gouvernement  a  tenter  une  expedition  sur  I'Egypte.       ' 

Cette  partie  de  la  puissance  Ottomane  est  gouvern6e 
depuis  plusieurs  sieclespar  une  espece  d'hommes  que  Ton 
appelle  Mamelouks,  qui  ayant  a  leur  tete  des  Beys^ 
m^connoissent  Tautorit^  du  Grand  Seigneur,  gouvcment 
despotiquement  et  tyranniquement  un  peuple  et  un  pays 
qui  entre  les  mains  d\ine  nation  policee,  deviendront  une 
source  de  richcsses. 

C'est  done  a  ces  Mamelouks  qu*il  faut  fairc  la  guerre 
pour  occuper  I'Egypte  ;  leur  nombre  est  d'a  peu  prcs 
Sooo,  tous  a  chevaly  ils  ont  24  Beys  pour  les  commander. 
II  est  important  que  vous  connoissiez  un  peu  ce  que 
sont  ces  soldats,  leur  maniere  de  faire  la  guerre,  et  leur 
armure  et  origine.    ' 

Tout  Mamelouk  est  achet6^— ils  sont  tous  du  Mont 
Caucase,  et  de  la  Georgie.— II  y  a  parmi  eux  beaucoup 
d'Allemandsy  Russes,  meme  quelques  Francois.  Leur 
religion  est  la  Mahom£tane.  Exerces  des  leur  jeupesse 
i  Tart  militaire,  ils  sont  d^iine  adresse  extraordinaire  i 
chevaly  a  tirer  la  carabine,  le  pistolet,  a  lancer  des 
traits,  des  masses  d'armes,  enfin  a  sabrer,  Ton  en  a  vu 
couperd'un  coup  de  sabre  une  tete  de  coton  mouill£« 

Chaque  Mamelouk.  a  a,  3f  mSme  4  domestiques. 
Ceux-d  le  suivent  toujours  a  pi6,  meme  dans  les  com* 
bats.  L'armnre  du  Mamelouk  k  cheval  est  de  deux 
grands  fusils,  que  chacun  de  ses  domestiques  porte  a 
c6t6  de  lui.  lis  ne  les  decharge  qu'une  fois ;  il  saisit 
ensuite  deux  paires  de  pistolets  qu*il  a  autour  de  son 
corps,  puis  huit  fleches  qu'il  porte  dans  un  carquois,  et 
qu'il  jette  fort  adroitement  avec  sa  main,  puis  se  sert  de 
la  masse  d'armes  pour  assommer.    Enfin  sa  demiere 
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resfoorce  sent  deux  satires.  Il^taAsUrla  ^bride  entre  set 
dents,  arme  d'un  sabre  dans  chaque  main,  il  court  sur 
son  ennemie,  et  taille  a  droite  et  a  gauche  ;  malheur  a  qui 
ne  pare  pas  ses  coups.  '  II  en  est  qui  taillent  un  homme 
en  deux.  C'est  a  cette  espece  d'hommes  que  nous  alloas 
faire  la  guerre.  Je  vais  actucHement  entrer  dans  les  d€« 
tails  des  combats  que  nous  avons  essuyes  de  leur  part. 

Apres  avoir  organise  a  Alexandrie  un  pouvoir  gouver- 
nant,  avoir  ass{ir6  la  communication  sur  les  derrieres  de 
notre  armce,  Bonaparte  fait  prendre  pour  5  jours  de 
vivres  a  son  arm&e,  et^  se  prepare  a  traverser  un  desert 
de  20  lieues  pour  arriver  a  I'embouchure  du  Nil,  et  re« 
monter  ce  fleuve  si  celebre  jusqu'au  Grand  Caire,  qui 
est  le  premier  but  de  son  operation.  Le  17  Messidor, 
Tarmee  se  met  en  marche,  remonte  a  petites  joum6es  cm 
fleuve,  rencontrant  quelques  partis  de  Mamelouks  qui 
fuirent  successivement  a  notre  approche.  Enfin,  le  24 
le  General  Bonaparte  apprend  que  les  Beys  ont  marchi 
sur  lui  avec  leurs  forces  reunies,  qu'il  doit  etre  attaque 
le  lendemain.  II  organise  sa  marche  de  bataille,  et  prend 
des  precautions. 

Bonaparte  m'envoye  avec  trois  chaloupes  canonnieres  k 
la  decouverte.  Je  pousse  avec  cette  petite  flotille  3  lieuei 
en  avant  de  I'arm^e.  Je  descens  successivement  dans 
tons  les  villages  situes  sur  les;  deux  rives  du  Nil,  pour 
avoir  des  renseignemens  su^  les  Mamelouks.  Dans  let 
uns,  je  suis  accueilli  a  coups  de  fusil,  d'autres  viennent 
au  devant  de  moi,  me  resolvent  bien,  m'ofirent  des  vivres^ 
Dans  un  d'eux,  il  m'arriva  un  evenement  drole  et  sin- 
gulier ;  le  Cheick  du  pays  ayant  reuni  toute  sa  popular 
tion,  pour  venir  au  devant  de  moi,  s'approche  et  me  de- 
mande  de  quel  droit  les  Chretiens  venoient  s*emparer 
d'un  pays  qui  appartenoit  ou  Crand  Seigneur.  Je  lui  ce-r 
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jxmcte  qtic  C*tloh*IlVofohite  At  tMeu  ct  ic  soh  f  rophelc 
Mahwnct  qui  tious  y  ^cmrfutsoit ;  maft,  lAc  repUqiiSi-t-i!, 
i^Roi  de  Prance  atlfa  ^  moins  ptevehu  ndtre  Su'ftan  de 
fcctte  d6inarche.  Apfes  I'avoil*  rassurc  affirmativeqfjent 
sur  cette  demahde,  il  fnc  demandoit  comment  se  portbit 
notre  to\  ?  Jc  \ut  r€pondts,  fort  blcn.  Puis  il  me  j^ra 
siir  soil  torfean  et  sur  sa  barb^  que  j *etois  parmi  dcs  amis. 
Je  pifofitai  de  h  -bdnne  volontfi  de  ecs  gens,  je  recueilHs 
touslfes  f^nseigritemens  possibles  suf  les  Mamelouks ;  puis 
eointtnu^t  rtonthemtrt,  je  remontai  te  Nfl,  et  mouitUi 
la  niATeii  face  de  Chebr^itci,  vilfage  shuc  au  bord  iii 
Nil,  on  t-(oiertt  ^^artJs  les^  ^!^:l'^1et6oks,  et  6ii  eut  lieu  1a 
pfttniStc -affaire. '  '  ^     /      /  ^ 

J'envoyai  la  nuit  mon  rapp6tt  aii  General  en  Chef, 
tt  hii  Communlqulil  tout  ce  que  j'aVois  pa  recueillir  siir 
ies  Mamelouks. 

Lc  Icndcmain  i  la  polnte  du  jour,  je  rtonte  sur  le  mat 
it  ma  canonniire,  et  dicouvre  six  chalOupes  Turques 
qui  marchotent  sur  tnoi ;  au  tn&me  tooment  m'arrlyoit 
unc  demi^-galire  dc  rtnftfrt.  Je  m'embosse  comre  ces  bl- 
timents,  et  a  quatre  heures  et  demi,  commen^a  entre  les 
deux  petites  flotilles  une  canonnade  qui  dura  cinq  heUre$ 
de  terns,  malgr6  la  sup6riorlti  de  I'ennemi.  Je  tinS 
b()n«  Cependant  il  s^avanipa  sur  moi,  et  je  perdis  pen- 
dant un  instant  la  demi-gal^re  et  une  canonniere ;  mais 
11  ne  s*^issoU  pas  de  se  rendre,  11  falldtt  vatn^re.*  Pen- 
dant  ces  momens  d'tncertlmde  notre  armic  avan^oil,  et 
Je  fiis  d^gag^.    Une  canonniere  Ttirque  sauta  en  Tatr. 

Ainsi  se  passoit  notre  combat  de  flotilles,  lorsque  leS 
Mamelouks  s^avah^ant  sur  notre  irmee,  roderent  autour 
d'cUe  Sans  pouvoir  I'entamer,  sans  pouvoir  inemefaire 
la  motndre  attaque  sur  elle.  II  est  a  prgsumer,  qu^'eton- 
ftis  de  Vordre  qu'ils  vlrent  que  pr6sentdient  nos  coldnhes^ 
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Ulfcmrnnbauft  MMjonf  tesort  de  leiit  emptoe  et  d» 
leur  fortune..  Gf9t*»  jfimmm  abonlit  a  poa  4c.idM»e; 
Itt  MsurcIodBs  en  pefdivent  gucivs  <|^q  20  cm  30 
iiommesy  mais  nous  ea  tinuiies  ira  grand  avantagc^ 
celui  d'avoir  m$pir£'  une  idtte  extraordLnaire  de  ncftii 
tactiqse  a  m  wtveml  ^i  n^en  conndt  aaamef  et  qui 
ne  sait  goorrajrer  que  par  la  sopertorite  des  inaes^  I'ar 
drcsBen  I's^tiitey  Kans  ordce^  saat  tenue,  ne  sachant  pas 
tteme  naccher  par  pelotons,  allant  par  bordes^  doonam 
sur  son  eiuienu  par  boiirasque  et  eflaroMpke. 

Lee  Mamelottks  ae  Tcrtureiftaty  nons  laissant  avancec 
SDCcesmaBBient  snx  k-Qrand  Cafaie,  ou  se  dbana  FalEuTe 
decisive.  Ce  fut  enfln  be  3  a  la  pomte  du  jour>  qucirair*' 
m6e  se  trouva  a  trcns  lieue»  du  Caiie,  et  a  ciiiq  dot  £b« 
meases  et  celeUres  Pymunides  d'£gypOe^.  C'etoit  dans 
cet  intervalle  qm>  let  Ili^roek>idcs>  cornmand^s  par  le 
bxneux  MouradBey,  leplia  poissaiit  des  Beys,  itoos 
attendoient.  Jusqu^  trois  heures  apves-^midiy  la  joum^e 
se  passott  en  escannaaches ;  enfin  Theure  arriva ;  notre 
tmai^e,  la  drtritft  appuyee  aux  Ppamides^  la  gauche  an 
Niiy  p»es  le'^tage  de  Embab£,  s'apper9ut  que  Tennennii 
idsoit  on  mouveinent^  C'etcnteneffet  2000  Mianieioulc^ 
qut  se  dirigQQieni>v)er8!'Ia  dvokeyCmunand^e  parks  Gew. 
ttftaux  Desaiai:  et  Rjegnier*  Jamais  je  a'ai  yu  soldats 
chacger  aiGee  tacit)  de  fureur ;  abaadoaattstous  s^  la  rapi- 
dit6  de  leurs  courmns,  its:fbndent  comme  qb  torvent  sut 
l€a;diTinon8;  se  metHttnt  entree  les  deu:it ;  nos  soldats, 
firnUn  ot  indhnmlables^  lea  attendent  a  dix  pas,  pui^ 
knntimt  'imfiru  roulaat  accomps^e  de.  qoelques  d6«< 
chargets  dfaaiillerie  V  d«ia  ua  ctitt  d^oei!,  phis  de  150 
llaadpuks.  etoient  i  tcrre,  k  reste  cberche  son  salut 
Ans  li  ftttte ;  ^  revknnent  o^anmois  encore  a  la 
•hkg «^  ifQii  accveiUb  de'k  mtioe  ixuniSpe;  fdbutia 
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enfin  par  notre  valeur,  ils  se  rabatteot  sur  notre  alle 
gauche,  pour  y  tenter  une  seconde  fortune. 

Le  succes  de  notre  droite  encourage  Bonaparte ;  ]es 
Mamekmks  avoient  fortifi6  a  la  hate  le  village  d'Em- 
babe,  qui  est  sur  la  rive  gauche  du  Nil,  et  y  avoient  plac£ 
30  canons  av»:  leurs  valets  et  quelques  Janissaires  pour 
eh  defendre  les  approches.  £e  General  ordonne  la 
charge  sur  ces  retranchemens ;  deux  divisions  s'y  ren^ 
dent,  malgre  une  canonnade  terrible.  Au  moment  ou 
nos  sotdats  s'y  precipitoient  au  pas  de  charge,  600  Ma- 
melouks  sortent  des  ouvrages,  investissent  nos  pelotons, 
tehtent  de  sabrer ;  mais  au  lieu  de  succes,  ils  ne  trouvent 
que  la  mort ;  300  de  tues  restent  a  I'instant  sur  le  champ 
de  bataille ;  les  autres  voulant  s*ecbapper,  se  preci- 
pitent  dans  leKil,  et  y  pSrissent  tous ;  desespires  alors, 
ils  ^ient  de  tous  c6t6s,  metteut  le  feu  a  leur  flottc,  en 
font  sauter  tous  les  l^timents,  nous  abandonnent  leur 
camp,  et  plus  de  400  chameaux  charges.de  bagages. 

Ainsi  finit  cette  joumee,  au  desavantage  d*un  enneroi 
qui  croyoit  nous  hacher,  et  pretendoit  qu^il  est  plus 
facile  de  couper  les  tetes  de  mille  Franfais  que  de  cou- 
per  une  citrouiile  et  un  melon  (expressions  Asiatiques)* 
L'arm^e  poussa  le  soir  meme  jusqu'a  Gize,  demeure  de 
M'ourad  Bey,  le  premier  des  Mamelouks.  Le  lende- 
main,  nous  passomes  le  Nil  sur  des  bateaux  plats,  et  la 
ville  du  Caire  se  rendit  sans  resistance* 

Ici  finit  le  recit  de  nos  operations  OEiilitaires ;  j'en- 
treraiactuellenient  dans  les  maux  que  nous  avonssoufferts 
pendant  nos  marches ;  je  vous  fend  un  petit  historique 
du  pays  que  nous  avons  parcouni  et  des  habitants. 

Remontons  a  Alexandrie.  Cette  ville  n'as  phis  de 
son  antiquity  que  le  nom,  •  •  •  *  •  etbnnans  qui  y  toot 
te$l£s  enfoub  et  ignores  au  niiUeu  d^un  peuple  qui  i  pcino 
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connott  qu'ils  existent*  Figurez*voiii  un  &tie  Impas^ 
ble,  prenant  toas  tes  ^vinemens  comme  fls  vieitnent,  que 
rien  n'etonne,  qui,  la  pipe  a  la  bouche,  n'a  d'autre  occur 
pation  que  d'etre  sur  son  cul,  devant  sa  porte,  sur  un 
banc,  ou  devant  la  maisoa  d*un  grand,  passe  ainsi  sa 
journee^se  souciant  fbrtpen  de  sa  familley  de  ses  enfans ; 
des  meres  qui  errent  la  figure  couverte  d*un  haillon  noir, 
et  oiFrent  aux  passans  i  leur  vendre  leurs  enfans,  des 
hommes  a  moiti^  nuds,dont  le  corps  ressemble  au  bronze^ 
la  peau  degoutante,  fouillant  dans  des  ruisseaux  bour- 
beux,  et  qui,  semblables  d  des  cochons,  rdngent  et  d6* 
vorent  ce  qu'ils  y  trouvent,  des  maisons  hastes  de  vingt 
pieds  aurplus,  dont  le  tolt  ^st  une  ptate-forme,  Tintirieur 
uoe  6curie,  l'ext£rieur  I'aspea  de  quatre  nmraiUet. 
Voila  les  maisons  d'Alexandrie*  Ajoutez  qu'autour  d« 
cet  amas  de  mts^  et  dliorreurs,  sont  les  fbademens  de 
la  cit6  la  plus  c£lebre  de  I'antiquitiy  ks  monumens  les 
plus  pr6cieux  de  Tart. 

Sortis  de  cette  ville,  pour  remonter  le  Nil,  reus  ren- 
cootrez  et  passez  i  travers  un  desert  nud  comme  la  main, 
ou  toutes  les  4  a  5  lieues,  roos  rencontrez  un  mauvais 
puits  d'eau  saumatre*  Figurez-vous  une  arm£e  oUigec 
de  passer  au  travers  de  ces  plaines  arides,  qui  n^offrent 
pas  meme  au  soldat  un  a^k  contre  les  chsdeurs  insup* 
portable  qui  y  regnent*  Le  sddat  portant  pour  cinq 
jours  de  vivres,  charg6  de  son  sac,  habill6  de  laine^  au 
bout  d'une  heure  de  marche  aGcabl6  pur  le  chaud  et  la 
pesanteur  des  effiets  qu'il  porte,  il  se  d6charge,  il  jette  set 
vivres,  ne  songeant  qu*au  pr68enty  sans  penser  au  lende- 
main :  arrive  la  soif,  et  il  ne  trouve  pas  d'eau ;  la  faim^ 
pas  de  pain ;  c'est  aiosi  qu'i  travers  les  borreurs  que  prS- 
sente  ce  tableau,  Ton  a  vu  des  soldats  mourir  de  soif^ 
d'tnanition,  de  chaleur ;  d'autres^  voyant  les  souflSranoeg 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I4#  COrfB9  0F 

(fe  Icmi  ftun«rt4cs»  sc  W&lar  la  ceiteUe';^aittre»  ac 
fetter  aftnes  et  bagages  dans  ie  .  it,  eC  p£fir  au  milka 
destaux. 

Chaquej^ur  de  bos  miarchtfa  nous  oflfroit  un  paretl 
spectacle  ;  et>  chose  inouiis  ;  eti^pi^  pieisonne  ne  ctoix^ 
facUement!  C*eit  que  Vsmwt  emicre^  pendant  une 
inarche  de.  17  joinra^  n'a  pa»  eu  dc  painj;  le  acjdat  ^ 
iKHirrt^s^it  de  citroiiillcsy  de  meloTMy  de  poules*  et  quels*' 
{^im  Legjumea  qu'il  trouvoit  dan$  le  fxays  t  telte  a  ete  h 
DQvtvfi^kjfp  de  lOMcdepuis  k  Genexai  )usqu'au  dernief 
sobUt;..60Uvent  metoeleGeheral  ajdune  pjendantiSct 
Sk4.heiilBesy  parce  que  Ve  «Mm  avmanit  Ifi  premier,  dan^ 
4o».  nUagt^^  iMraoitr  lout. .  au  pilhigry .  et '  que '  jouvekkt  iil 
MiottiflrcoMnAfr  de  sonr.febiit)  oit  dor  dt  ipier  sdw  tn> 
lilaip6fABQer«a]»anf(Gjttooit»:  .      ^ 

/  11'  a«l..4iMitife:clr:im^s:iparJ«r.deii(»t^e;bpi^  r  notts 
yiVM^kitom  awl^  M :>ka  de  MahofiaJEft^  eUe; defend  le 
vin :  mais  par  centre,  elle  nous  iourmt  aboAdaininent 
l^widuNil.' 

Faut^il  voita  parfer  dupays  akue  sur  les  deux  rives 
dM  Nat?  Vqux  voua^en  doimer  une  idee  juste  et  preeise, 
it  faut  ^eiArer  danftlaimaxcbe  topogcapluque  de  ce  fleure* 

DtUl^  lieuea  au^desaouaduCaifey  il  se  divise  en  deux 
hawob^;  Tutifi  descend  a  Roaatte^  Tautve  a  Damtette ; 
Ki^tTfidcMX  de  ces  e^Xt  e$t  le  Delta,  pay<  extraoondt- 
nairemetitfertUa,  qu^'affrofC-Je  NS :  adx.eiureinitea  des 
dtux  (HSMehe^iidai  kbt» destdriea  est  une liaiere  de  paya 
piltiviit  qMv  nlafiiere  qU*l»m  14eue  de  lai^  tantot  plua» 
tMOolmoma':.  p^iiea  aiDdeli,  yoOs  exUvez  dans  Iqs  Di* 
$ef  ta»  ks  vn&at>o)iltssciit^alaJkybie^  les  autl-esaux  plaines 
qM  voo^  a  la  M»t  ltl>iiefr«  De  R<lsotte'au  Cain&y  le  paya 
C$ttrefhh^VU«r;i  m  y  .cullilie.beai»coiip  de  riz,  du  Me,  des 
WmiUMfciUodetTurquie)  ksvillagrB  ^at  lea  mie  sur 
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^  autres  ;  leur  a)ii8tructioyipi  0st  exe^rable^  ce  n^eaC  wotu^ 
^bose  qiie  de  U  pone  travailleie  avec  les  piocb  ct  les  mauoi 
ct  emasslcj,  des  trbils  pratiques  deasus.  Pour  vous  en 
doiyier  ppe  pli|s  juste  idee,  rappeUez-*vous  ks  tM  de 
neige  4)ue&nt  le$  onfanscbez  nous,  les  fiqurS'^u'ikcoiii' 
$niisei)t  r^s(9ii)l]fl€i^t  parfaiteoleiit.auxpriftisdfisEgyp^ 
tieia:  Ifs  cultiVaieurs^  appeUes  cortftnuinemippt  JeUagjf 
uv^  e^tf^mfimnwt  laborieuxi  ils^  vivenlde  peu-dechosey 
ct  d^ie^^  uni^.  malprppt^tfi  qui  fait  hajnomr,:jkm  ai  vit 
^oifo  l4;6Urpbl3  de  Te^u  que  toes  f^hamcaux  et  ines  che^ 
Y$mx  |^99olefkt  4ap8  VabreuYOir. 

Voila  cette  Egypte  si  renonunee  par.  les  inkorien^ 
<t  kfi '^oy^agaufs ;  a  tjanrers  toutes  cts  homurs,  les 
la^ilS  rqu'^m  eadufe^  les  iniseicpr  qui  sofit  Je  piirtage 
d«  rarmefi,  je  coDvieffs  cepdndani  que  e'^Ssri^fm)^  te 
pltis  fiiaocpAle  de  dbnner  i  la*  France  tine  'odoiide  <lont 
ks  pmfitslui  arfobi  io^alculi^les^  tqaisil(aut^t«isy 
ct  ddshommes*  '  Je  ixie  suis  apperfu  que-^e  n^est  pas 
aveo  dcftsoldats  que  Poa  fonde  des  ceioiiles,  les  nfttres 
surtout ;  IcMcs  propos  •*  *  •  «.  ^  Us  «iont  tenibk^  dan^ 
ks  combats,  tenribleaapres  la  victoire,  sanscontrtdh  les^ 
plus  intrepides  soldats  du  monde;  misiip^  falts  pour 
des  expeditions  lointaines :  iis  se  laisseot  lebuter  par 
un  propos ;  inconsequent,  laches.  Us  en  tiennent  eux- 
men^ :  on  en  a  eotendu  dice,  en  voftm  passer  des 
gen6raux :  '<  les  voila,  les  bourreaux  des  Fran^ al8"-''^t 
BiUle  autiss  de  cette  nature. 

LecaUce  est  vers€,  je  k  boirai  Josqu*^  la  Ue:  j'ai 
pour  moi,  la  Constance^  ma  snote,  un  courage  qui, 
j'esperc,  ne  m'aband^miera.pasy  av«:  cela  jc  pousseral 
jusqu'au  bout. 

PairtoM  Mf«i  no  pev  du  Grand  Caire.  Cette  viUe^ 
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la  capitale  d'un  royaume  qui  n'a  pas  de  fin  fainsi  I'appel- 
tent  les  savans  du  pays}  contient  itoo,ooo  ames.  Sa 
forme  est  an  grand  boyau  rempli  de  maisons  entass6es 
kis  unes  sur  les  autres>  sans  ordre,  sans  distribution^  ^ns 
methodey  une  populace  semblabk  a  celle  d'Alexandrie, 
sans  connoissancesy  enfin  le  comble  de  I'ignorance  ;  oik 
fon  T&garde  avec  admiration  celui  qui  sait  lire  et  eerire  i 
cette  ville,  dis-je,  est  n6antn6ins  I'entrepdt  et  le  liea 
central  d'un  commerce  considerable ;  c'est  li  ou  abou* 
tissent  les  caravanes  de  la  Mecque,  et  celles  qui  viennent 
des  Indes.  (Par  ma  premiere,  j'aurai,  occasion  de  rous 
parler  de  ces  caravanes.) 

J'ai  vu  bier  recevoir  le  divan  que  compose  le  G^niral 
Bonaparte ;  U  est  compose  de  neuf  personnes :  j'ju  vu 
neuf  automates  habilles  a  la  Turque,  d^  superbes  tur« 
bans^  des  barbes,  et  des  costumes  qui  ncie  rappellent  les 
^na^s  de^  iomei  apotres,  que  Papa  tient  dans  Tarmoire : 
quant  a  I'esprit,  les  connoissancesy.le  g£nie  et  les  talens, 
je  ne  vousi  e^  dis  rten<^  ce  cbapitre  est  toujours  en  blanc 
«n  Turquie.  NuUe  f^art  auunt  d'ignorance,  nuUe  part 
autant  de  richesses,  et  nulle  part  aussi  mauvab  et  sordidt 
>isa^  du  temporiel. 

'  En  voila  asses  sur  ce  chapitre:  j'ai  voulu  vous 
fjairc  ma  dcGscription ;  j'en  ai,  sans,  contredit,  omis 
bien  des  articles,  le  rapport  du  General  Bonaparte  y 
suppleera. 

Ne  soyez  pas  inquiet  sur.  mon  compte ;  je  souiFire  i 
la  veritig,  mais  c'est  avec  toute  rarm6e ;  mes  effets  me 
sont  parvenus.  J'aj,  dans  nos  adversit£s,  tous  les  avan- 
lages  de  la  fprtune ; ..  soyc^  tranquille,  je  jouis  d'une 
bonne  sante. 

Menagez  vos  santds;  j*aurai,  j'espere,  le  bonheur  de 
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etywsleprDunm. 

J'embrasie  bten  tendrement  mes  soeuii» 

Et  sttis  avec  respect, 
Votre  tres*«oumit  fil«9 

BOYBR* 


TRANSLATION. 

Grand  Cairo,  July  aSii. 
My  dear  PanntSt 

(JuR  entrance  into  this  city  furnishes  me  with  ao 
opportunity  of  writing  to  you  ;  *  and  as  my  design  is  to 


'  ^  •  This  letter  has  embarraased .  us  considerably.  It  bears  tkt 
same  signature  as  the  preceding  \  and  yet  we  can  with  difficulty 
{Krsaade  ourselves  that  it  was  written  by  the  same  penoci.  The 
letted  which  the  reader  has  just  aeen,  is  from  a  master  hatui^coa- 
ident  ofluiowledget  and  deciding  onfurts  ^thoutperif^rasiSy  or 
jrffectatioa.  The  present,  which  is  also  well  written,  and  with  a 
Aiffident  knowledge  of  the  transactions  it  records,  is  very  inferior 
to  it  ia  simplicity,  and  manly  decision. 

The  writer  Is  incessantly  labouring  to  say  every  thing  in  the 

fiiifst  aAnner,  and  doles  out  his  little  modicums  c^  information 

n  a  style  of  gravity  and  seU^impottsince,  that  has  sometimes  vade 

HM  smile*    With  all  thssy.  however,  the  letter  is  very  creditable 

to  the  author's  abilities.    It  furnishes,  besides,  aoany  npporta^t 

La 
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singi]lar  than  astonishing,  I  shall  talle*^^  H^efiy^^^ti^ 
capitulating  our  atchievemcnts  since  the  day  we  left 
Toulon,         •'     -*"     ^"    •     i'  --;.-''  '^'^ 

The  laalisqiDypiroffipoiefJ  tof  30,000  men,  embarked 
at  M**s«lHf«^<T<?ylon,(Gtenoa,  and  Civita  Vecchia,  set 
s^ij  op  the  19th  of  May,  under  the  convoy  of  15  sail 
of  the  line  (two  of  which  were  armed  en  flute)*  14 
frigates,  and  several  smaller  ships  of  war.  The  convoy 
altogether  forifRielra  total  of  more  than  400  sail ;  and 
never  perhaps,  since  the  Crusades,  had  so  large  an 
armament  appeared  in  the  Mediterranean. 
;  ' ;  » ,       •    \  ^      •*  • ,   ■ 

facts,  and  it  discovers,  amidst  a  great  solicitude  to  conceal  it,  that 
^he^Erench.troops^ave  bocn  miserably  duped  by  their  govern- 
ment^  and  thkt  they  are  rapidly  hastening  to  total  and  irremedi- 
able  distntction. 

We  were  at  first  inclined  to  believe  that  \he  difTeremfe  whick 
we  remarked  in  the  style  and  manner  of  the  two  letters  might 
^igftitttfr  iiv  Ofcif  1)itlig  :wKt«dS:to  diflfcrent  persons :  one  an  ex-^ 
'yeeieii^ifeniumade^  toVhom  itwss  liocesaftry'^:  regra^Bt 
things  as  they  really  were  I    the  other,  a  parent  ignorant,  per- 
haps, of  military  affairs,  and  likely  to  be  much  better  pleased 
^fth  »1lbii&  n^Ftfti^  of  (<kfMoMAary  eretits,  ^han  airidii  a  brief 
^^eUriSd^^ijffcfMilg'tdf^s'l^thQat^mi*!,  >aiid.gatniiiS!)iictoffiQB 
^itlioiJt «Wif»fe^^iut  oA  tVcdhsiderftngiheTtetcriiiEC think 
-ihf^rkfiiiifkdti^mb  tWrtJderaM<»*t*'  be i^^eSttiJrftas') Accounted  foTw 
'^S^fraiikry^ticM^^that  we  fiavfe^rt^^ijttMr.fiohnltmof  thedi^ 
«c«ky  io  bi{^V'^i^'^^»  HiiA^{%y  1«iiv(ndieii^hole  XoAmmMan 
oilly  i^i^lfi?i^t)<ir>firtt  a*fltttion,  dla«  irtc  Writiiig'j«dtiMia«c 
subscribed  to  this  and  the  f>i»oa(diiig  letter^  are  to  tiie.bcalio£<mr 
•'jiidgi*tit'UW%«ftHcr  '  '.  ./-I. 

••  Hitete  ¥^ftt  the  ¥ertki»i  sikty4bor8.)  la  his  enimiQnilifln 
iifMwtbttM  eitibarlotd,4o9^  emkk  t^ioae  that  were  taken  eo 
'^kr<l,^at:A]fftCcio,«tikd  whoanotn«tdto«etreral  thousartdfti  iMi 
"IMtt^%hipsiofMi«t^-4s«bFfedt.  • 
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Wfbkshvrp  hrtmD:«iAbarU)^a8^  fliMe  whickwfetliMl  t» 

"^iftji^aiYpiirabU  inaH  Or  Mdki^iwtete  vmiamJinA  ite 
the  hoAu^  |«npi.  mtvKdnqttrit  U£  ^diUnipfManinpface 

Offcl«r:was,aboUBlflil>.iaiidaltt  GfaniliMi^er.ftaekxd  of* 

«yctf)hiikifig'  fiiiccanicd-ik>  icbr  t?vish.^  /Tdnu^  havcqa^ 
was  jpfickiii»*^we  lM<jji0tieis«re>  px.anuilst'  ouibelviK 
nbh  raloBhting  tke  i^viaBt^gicjto  U  dtrii^cd  fitxii  tin: 
pos^mrion  of  Mdta ;  far  an  Englhh  squadcoQ  ^  ijaaH 
of  the  line^  commaaried  hy  Nelson,  was  at  anchor  m 
thi  Bay  of  Napks»^  ahdJHfatcUd  alI.dt|rsn<'^ons^  ^BiP- 
naparte>  informed  of  tfab,  scdrqe  gaye  «s  iinve  to  takike 
in  water:  lie  oideaed  tht^4kc5t  to  wdighj  immedia^elf^ 
and,  on  the  iflth  of  June,  ^we  were  aWkdy  ift  fidi  «aM 
for  the  second  object  of  our  exftAhUyti.  ^Iff^  ^fell'ln 
with  Candia  on  the  a^i  apd  oiiJthe  30th  durifl^  vet/L 
-asU  aiade  Alexandria*    ;  ^  :  . ..  ;!.>iy<;     t ! 

Adipiral  Nelson  had  i^e^n  D^f  ake*t^ty  4»  '^  fteoW  ^ 
this  yiery  day;  andproposedtlotha'Turtet^y  iii<ftof  in 
the  port,  by  me^' of' securing  4t  againsrtis';  'fciit  W*ife 
fMxiposal  was  not  acc^i^ted;  he  stood  on  fbrK^rui\; 
while  wev;prdfithigibyliis  errors,  and'tqrnhi^  evetiM^ 
stupidity  to  our  own  advantage^  made  good  our  landing 
an  the-^  of  J«ly;  ^  Martboui    Th6  whefcarttiy  *ras 

*  It  It  uhiitcessary  tosajr  VhSf  this  was  irol  ihc^iti.  Ohcc'for 
JrH,  we  tmwt oti*ir7t/-fliatWd'HW'c  sfeMoin  thou^t'ft'hcte&sary 
¥0  tsdc^*  no^e  of  siilii  geogi^liicai'  acid  hisfbrical  bkii\derts'  dl^ 
appear  Jn  tftrs  cOrrcspofitlertrt*,— tl^C^rcsent  hrtrer,  fbr'ntrttantt, 
has  several  of  botb  Itmd';  lititiwelc^v^tfittrfto^tie^caddr.  **** 
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Ml  Aon  VjF  break  of  dqr^  and  Bonipiiti  putdiig  hiofucli 
at  Hhdrhitdd,  maidied  stiti^  to  Alexandriat  acroiS  A 
dfuttt  of  uiroc  leagocff  wnidi  did  not  even  aSofd  ii  dfOp 
of  water,  in  a  diiAate  whefe  die  heat  it  insupportable. 

Notwitfaftandihg  all  dieae  difficokiesy  we  reacbed  the 
town,  which  was  defended  by  a  garrison  of  near  500 
Janizaries.  Of  the  rest  of  the  inhidiitants,  some  had 
dufown  themselves  into  the  forts,  and  otfiers  got  on  the 
tops  of  their  houses.  In  this  skuadon  diey  waited  our 
i|ttack.  The  charge  is  sounded— our  soldiers  fly  to  the 
ramparts,  which  they  scale,  in  spite  of  die  obsdnate  de» 
fence  of  the  besieged :  many  Generals  are  wounded, 
amongst  the  rest  Kleber-— we  lose  near  150  men,  but 
courage,  at  length,  subdues  the  obsdnacy  of  the  Turks ! 
Repulsed  on  every  side,  they  betake  themselves  to  God 
and  their  Prbphet,  and  fill  tlnir  mosques-x^men,  women, 
old,  young,  children  at  the  breast,  all  are  massacred.* 
At  the  end  of  four  hours,  the  fury  of  our  troops  ceases — 
tranquillity  revives  in  the  dty — several  forts  capitulate— 
I  myself  reduceone  into  which  yooTurks  had  fled— con- 
fidence springs  up-*-and,  by  the  next  day,  all  is  quiet. 

It  will  not  be  amiss,  I  think,  to  make  a  short  digres* 
aion  just  here-^or  the  sake  of  informing  you  of  the  ob» 
ject  of  this  expedition,  and  of  the  causes  vrhich  have 
faiduced  Bonaparte  to  take  possession  of  Egypt. 

9  Tliesti  jdico,  aretht  triumphs  Df  the  <<  Heroof  Italyl"  of 
•*  the  fond  obj«ct  of  Mr.  Wakefield's  d^ly  and  nightly  soUci- 
**  UideP'  of— but  we  dare  not  trust  oMrseWes  with  the  subject. 
On  this  pian,  and  his  sanguinary  admirers,  be  the  blood  of  tl^ 
innaccnt  people;  and  the  iac&ble  contempt  and  abhorrence  that 
naturally  follow  cruelties  without  motive  or  end,  and  base  and 
alDicct  panegyrics  aa  their  savage  pcipetrators  1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Fraaee^  by  eke  dUferent  events  of  die  wak  wA  the 
Itevohition,  having' tonphnr  colonies  and  berfaetorie^ 
must  inevitably  se«'beroofnn^kercc:<lecline^  and  her  in*- 
dumious  inhabitaatft  compelled  b>  procure  at  .second 
hand  the  most  essential  articles  o£  their  tnade*  Mdny 
weighty  reasons  must  anopel  her  to  look  upon  the  re- 
covery of  those. coloniee,  if  not  inopossihle,  yet'altog^ 
ther  unlikely  to  produce  any  of  the  advantages  which 
were  derived  from  them  before  they  became  a:  scene  of 
devastation  and  horror^  especi^ly,  if  we  may  add  tp 
tbis»  the  decree  for  aboUshing  the  slave  trade. 

To  indemnity  itself,  therefore,  for  this  loss,  wBich 
may  be  considered  as  realized,  the  Government  turned 
its  views  towaxds  Egypt  and  Syria ;  countri^  which, 
by  their  climate  and  their  fertility,  arq  capable  of  being 
made^tbe  storehouse  of  France,  and,  in  process  of  time, 
the  mart  oi  her  commeroe  with  India.  It  is  certain^ 
that  by  seizing  and  organizing  thtfse  countries,  we  aball 
be  enabled  to  extend  our  vieWi  still  further;  to  annihJr 
late,  by  degrees,  the  Ei^i^  East  India  trade,  enter  into 
it  with  advanta^  ourselves ;  and,  finally,  get  into  our 
hands  the  whok  commerce  of  Africa  and  of  Asia. 

These,  I  think,  are  the  considesations  which  have 
induced  the  Government  to  undertake  the  present  expe- 
dition against  Egypt. 

This  part  of  the  Ottoman  dommion  has  been  for 
many  ages  governed  by  a  species  of  men  called  Mame- 
loucs,  who,  having  a  number  of  Beys  at  their  head,  dis* 
avow  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Seigni<Hr,  and  rule  des- 
potically  and  tyrannically,  a  people  and  a  country, 
which,  in  the  hands  of  a  civilized  nation,  t^ould*  be- 
come a  mine  of  wealth. 

To  gain  possession  of  EJgypt,  then,  it  is  necessary  to: 
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wblot  dKse  Mbmebxict  ^*  4m^ Jure  Ui  miii)kcf  about 
8000'  all  cavaby-— under  tke  :rfwnmand  of  04  Beys,  It 
is  of  coiiae^uence  to  give  you  KHne  idea  of  these  peopkb 
their  manner  of  making  war,  their  annSt  drfensive  and 
oflfeneive,  Mid  their  origin. 

Every  Mamekmc  is  purdnsed— 4hey  are  ail  from 
Georgia  tnd  Mount  Caucasusr'^ere  are  a  gteat  num- 
ber of  Germans  and  Russtans  amongst  them^  and  even 
some  French.  Their  religi«b  is  Mahometantsita :  ex- 
erdsed  from  their  infancy  in  the  military  ait»  they 
acquire  an  extraonfinftry  degree  of  dexterity  in  the  ma- 
nagement t>f 'their  horses,  in  diooting  with  the  carabine 
and  pistol,  in  thrt>win^  i9ie  ktnce,  and  in  wielding  the 
sabre ;  there  hute  been  instances  of  their  severing,  at 
one  blow,  a  head  of  Wet  cotton. 

Every  Matiiehnic  has  two,  three,  and  sometimes  four 
servants,  who  follovl^  him  on  foot  whenever  he  goes ; 
nay,  even  td  die  field.  The  arms  of  a  MameloUc  6n 
horseback,  are  €W6  carabines,  carried  by  his  servants-^ 
^ese  are  never  fired  but  once-^-<twb  pair  of  pistols  stuck 
in  his  girdle;  eight  light  knoes  in  a, kind  of  quiver, 
which  he  flings  with  admifabli^  dexterity  ;  and  an  iron- 
lieiaded  mace.   When  all  these  are  discharged,  he  comes 

*  T!us  is  a  better  reasi^n  for  declaring  war  against  tbeKn,  than 
the  peculations  of  a  Bey  who  has  been  dead  theste  twenty  years. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which  the  hypocrisy  and  false, 
hood  of  Bonapi^rte  have  been  completely  detected  and  exposed  by 
'the  madvert^ncy  df  his  agents.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  we  want 
to  testimonies  biit  those  of  oar  own  eyes  and  onr  own  understand* 
•ifig  fo  convince  us  of  his  real  mptives ;  but  still,  it  is  not  un{>lea- 
taAt.nor  unprofitable  to  be  told  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  by 
persons  whose  information  can  neither  be  disputed  nor  denied. 

We  recommend  the  three  or  four  paragraphs  preceding  this, 
to  the  reader's  serious  attertfion. 
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to  his  last  teteurce-r^hb  twd  sabits ;  piitftog^  tbe%  the 
bridle  of  his  horae  betwitca  hta  teetli>  he  takes  cme  of 
them  in  each  hand,  ahd  nidies  full  speed  i^on  the  £oe, 
cattily  and  sbshing  to  right  and  left.  Woe  be  to  those 
who  cattnot  papy  his  blows !  for  soikie  of  them  have 
been  known  to  cleave  a  man  down  the  middle*  Swh 
are  the  people  with  whom  we  are  at  war !  I  shall  now 
proceed  with  my  narrative. 

Having  organized  a  government  at  AleJicandriai  and 
fecured  a  communication*  with  the  rear  of  our  army, 
Bonaparte  ordered  every  man  to  furnii^  himself  with  live 
days'  provisions,  and  made  preparations  for  passing  a  de- 
left of  twenty  le^;ues  in  extent^  in  order  to  arrive  at  the 
mc3oth  of  the  Nile,  artd  asoend  ^bat  celebrated  stream  to 
Gitind  Cairo-^-^he  prime  object  of  his  expedition.  Wc 
began  our  mardi  on  the  jth  -of  July,  and  Teached  thr 
liver  by  easy  stages  failing  in,  on  our  route,  with  «ome 
detached  paities  of  Manoeloocs,  who  retired  as  we  ad- 
vanced. It  was  not  till  the  lath,  that  General  Bona- 
parte learned  that  the  Beys  were  marching  to  meet  him, 
with  their  united  forces,  and  that  he  ought  expect  to  be 
Mtacked  the  next  day :  he  marched  therefor^  in  order  of 
battle,  and  took  the  necessary  precautions..     * 

Bonaparte  sent  me  forward  to  gain  intelligenGey  with 

*  We  have  spoken  of  this  organization  in  our  Introduction. 
The  "  communication  that  was  kept  up  vHth  the  rear  of  the 
•'  army,"  is  almost  too  ridiculous  to  be  mentioned.  It  never 
existed,  it  never  can  exist,  with  Bonaparte's  present  numbers ; 
and  e\ery  letter,  and  Boyer*s  ambngthe  rest,  ^woves  tbat  before 
the  General  was  out  of  sight  of  Alej^andrii,  his  communicattdn 
with  it  was  as  completely  cut  oflT  as  if  the  Alps  stood  betweca 
them! 
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Afctf'araicd  ildops ;  with  this  little  fatiUt  I  adt^an<:ed 
about  three  leagues  in  hont  of  the  amy.  I  landed  at 
•very  village  on  boih  sides  of  the  NiU,  to  gainwhat  in- 
formation  I  could  respecting  the  Mameloocs ;  in  some 
I  was  fired  at^  in  others  received  with  kindness,  and 
diered  provisions.  In  one  of  them  I  met  with  an  ad* 
venture  as  laughable*  as  it  is  singular :  the  Cheik  of 
the  place  having  collected  all  his  people  to  meet  me^ 
came  forward  from  the  rest,  and  demanded  to  know  by 
what  right  the  Christians  were  come  to  seize  a  country 
which  belonged  to  the  Grand  Seignior.  I  answered 
him,  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  and  his  Prophet  to 
bring  us  there.  But,  rejoined  he,  the  King  of  France 
•ught  at  least  to  have  informed  the  Sultan  of  this  step. 
I  assured  him  that  this  had  beeh  <k>ne ;  and  he  then 
asked  me  how  our  King  did  i  I  replied,  very  well ; 
upon  which  he  swore  by  his  turban  and  his  beard,  that 
lit  would  always  look  on  me  as  his  friends  I  took  ad«» 
vantage  of  the  kindness  of  these  good  people,  collected 
all  the  information  I  could,  and  continuing  my  route  up 
the  Nile,  came  to  anchor  for  the  night  opposite  a  vilbge 
called  Chebriki,  where  the  Mameloncs  were  collected 
in  force,  and  where  the  first  action  todc  plate. 
I  sent  off  my  dispatdies  to  the  Conunander  in  Chief 


•  Boycr't  ideas  of  humour  are  not  extremely  correct.  We  sec 
nothing  very  facetious  in  a  blasphentous  falsehood,  nor  in  basely 
availing  himself  of  the  name  of  his  murdered  King,  to  deceive  a 
hospitable  stquicnr,  ignorant  alike  of  him  and  his  nation.  This 
little  anecdote  is  not,  however,  without  its  use  i  it  proves  with 
what  truth  these  secluded  people  are  represented  as  having  in- 
jured the  French ;  and  with  what  justice  they  arc  delivered  oVcr 
in  consequence  of  ft,  to  pillage,  murder,  and  utter  devastation ! 
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ifeat  9i|^ ;  in  thm  i  ^nre  bun  alLitoiafertiiatin  I 
hadbctaabtetooMain  t9q>^ctiiigthe  Mamdoucs. 

Af  sQOJi  tt  tlieJay  Indke,  I  cbttbetiU  ap  the  mast  of 
my  vca$el,  aad  difcovcnd .  $ix  Tnikbh'^niopt  baaring 
"down  n^MHiine  ;;  attfaeaame  tiow  I  imaa  reinforced  by  a 
doni-gaUity.  I  di€#  antmy  iktle  ^tH  to  meet  them, 
and  at  half  after  foiir  a  cannonade  bfgki  between  us, 
ifbicb  la^cd  fiye.houcfti  in  spite  xd  At  enemy's  supe* 
riority,  I  nwde.head  ^fjaaom  tbem,  they  continued  never*- 
thabMflo  advance  i»p0n  me,  and  I  loitfor  a  moment  the 
daz^irf^eyi  and  oae^of  the  gun<4»pats.  Yieldiog,  how^^ 
ever»  wm  autibf  the  questiony  it  was  absolutely  neces* 
aary  to  coniner.  ;r^n  this  dreadful  moment  our  army 
came  up^  and  I  wa^  diiengagad*  One  of  the  enemy's 
Ytssels  blew  up^  Such  was  the  termimrion  of  our  naval 
combat. 

While,  this  was  pasaihg,  the  Mamdoucs  advanced 
upon  our  army ;  they  rode  round  and  eound  it,  withpjut 
finding  any  point  where  an  impression  might  be  made, 
and,  indeed*  without  any  attempt  atiti  1  pcesume,  that, 
attoniahed  at  the  manner  in  which  ter  ootumns  were 
drawn  up»  they  wefe-  tifduoed  to;put  .^flFto  a  future  day 
the  decision  of  their  fortune  and  their  empire^  TUa  af- 
fair was  Itrifiing-  enough  in :  its^,  the  Mamebucs  only 
lost  about  ao  men,  but  we  reaped  a  considerable  advan- 
tage from  it,  that  of  having  given  an  extraordinary  idea 
of  onr  tactics  to  an  enemy  unacquainted  with  any  ;  frho 
knows  of  no  other  superiosity  in  syrms  than  that  of 
sleight  and  agility  $  without  order  or  firmness,  unabk 
even  to  march  in  platoons,  advancing  in  confused  groups, 
and  falling  upon  the  enemy  in  sudden  starts  of  wfld  and 
savage  fury. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  Mi^elQUCs,  we  advahccd 
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tpM'CMd^.i»«blvdIid»iiibGisi«e betmd;  took  ^hm.rlt 
was,  in  fei^«lir:tlMi'%2d  of  Jdy^itkAi>#ke'diatf^fi^^ 
itficHjat  dtybreih?  9dMtti:>tli;(B&'iai^iwb  fiiom  GaiicVind 

MamdwclB/  CQorauMbdrfay.  tkeieaMoiis  Moumd)  4iit 
mofit  powcfful  of  iflieScyayaiMttted  us^:  Itill  tliMe.ia  die 
9Aenuy)a:^tfaG  dlfgr'i^vaiK.'WiMbd  m  drifmishos;  «t  loqgrii 
tho-faour  srrhEcdltotLr  anfy v^anlotd  dn  the  right  bfitit 
Pyramidst  and  09  the  Mf  ^ytbeNUe,  p«vCoive4  thfc 
coeoiy  irafi  makitig^'jtiicnnuntnt.i  Two  thoo«atid  Matm-. 
louGs  adTanced  zgaioA  tfta:  ^ight^-comti^Bded  ^Oo* 
nerals  Deaaix  andAegikiaiv<  Never  did  i^mt  io*furfoue 
a  charge !  giving. thlsit.  lumet.titei:rem»itbty  ^rusted  «ii 
the  divtstaos  like  a  forrbot^  and  |Aished  in  between  theiiu 
Otur  sfddiets^rfinn  and  immoveable  let  th^  come  wtth^ 
in  ten  paces,  and  then  began  a  running  fire,  accompMkd 
with  some  Hiechagys  of  ^^llecy ;  m  the  twinkltiig  of 
an  eye  more  than  ajpo  of  them  fell,  tfaie  rest  sought  th«ir 
asfety  in  fli^^U  Tfaijp  fetinrned;  however,  to  th«  chai^v 
andwefe^ctoeidedihlhe  same  miatiner.  Wearied- ovr  at 
kn^tyouf  reii6tttiio^,  th^y^ttimed,  ahd-«ttftdk(Hlb^ 
left  wing,  to  see  if  ^fartone  would  thei^  h0  mote*h¥M¥i^ 

jUttitoiheaw-^       *    ^'^  -  '        »         '    -  j 

The  soccess  rf  o«r  right  tneonraged  Boniapartei 
TbeMamdoiKs  ini  thtrown  up  ahastyehtr^tichm^ht 
in  <he  viUageof  Embabet,  on  ^9ie  left  baiik-  of  the  NWH 
in  which  they  Had  placed  thirty  pieces  ef  cannon^  wiHi 
thdr  vakeu,  and  ck^  small  mmbtr  ^f  Janizaries  Yo  tKifehA 
ibe  af  proAch^b — this  entrenehment  the^  ^General' ^latt 
ATflars  to  £Mce^  two  divisions  undertook' it,  •«  spitr  of 
ib«efaftte4:afMot%d6f:  :A^4ihe^  iftistaHt  dtif  ioMkrs  •^^^^ 
rapidly  advancing  towards  it,  six  hundred  Marrttrfom* 
indtied  fronr  th»'^Wotfti>(,  surrounded  M\¥  if^aio^rhj^nd 


Digitized  by 


Google 


wadt2kmxrhi:Afrgtni:t\^iiM  ijisttoiWaC!«fcu 

Gcadtia^fDetbtf)Qiri«wp(d«dk«..  I^^ee  litsi3Aroclo£them. 
^DBfrt!  o^'3lh0cqp6fltc(jf]|fiS  th£>'i!csti^4w  tbeir  dtttoipr>ico 

pcmshecb^iDatpdimgiixw  p£.fiii]i»aiaaBsv^cMaifae< 
^9iib84%d(maUitJck0iV  tcrtifb^/tO'theiEiAeer>  which  soon 
alt«r>bie¥emp,'an4^<afendeiiedi their  t^  widb 

BGMntfafni  fiott^' hatred. t!AiipBisrkQtilsil  Mth  ixiggage.    '. 
TftiflCCKded  rtbs'.ijayi^  ur^ihe  kronfuiion  ol  an^efismy 
who  ^€]le^90S9Qts^A;wkh'tU  bdiefitUEittbey^kmiVliOUi 

dot  afiMbe  licbds)«f^iMoDsaid*FdrolullHQ0]iV'asto  iUvidd 
atir^rd-xu-fftjindbn^^i:  r'^-^i  ^  i*  J<''».t  ^  -'  -^'J-  •"- 1  /"* 
/t^^  aamy TOhrbhfcfl ay fthat:  la^hrrtol  Gizeb';  tho  rc^ 
ikitfiobdf  iMo^^'^tlw  iGkb^-^fi^t^isolM&tikrifimx;.  Tint 
Qttkt.da9r  iiiiQ.csdnUriifae  Ntleim!ilik4ib«tomcd  boat^j 
ahdimncrcd  CkiigolmthtiiBt/risistBn^  mhor  -  ^-'^ 
Jk  :.iIeiK.inids  ;^li»i  qisrcari^e  I  ttf /  oiivvniiikarT'^ejleraridilfe 
{"pCDpote  kniDte  gide  ybb^oixxi^bcainit'iol'the^miseriet 
we^xuidbrvesdrixiiOVDiinEiidii^  lclg9tb«Tr.iirhlL':a(brief'd«^ 
arsriyHnu  (|E:tbe!a{]ui;iy}rwe)b«i»ifirailer§ed/^nd  of  the 
inhabitants.  .tin  ^Hi  >>  -»  !  •-.,  i 

•fi^hs  laiti^tiity/imt.tbeodMmvJ^Ml  therei^beiAily'iotheb 


to^Ao^^'4Mr^  6iPdli^p^^'«  M^bf  ^tKi^tjf^d^'  to  <«  biting 
the  dust/'  and  the  dispatches  of  Bonaparte  himself  will  furnish 
BoyerwithajthousaAdoffJysjj^^tK^^^ij^^^        ...     -^  , 

UCMtn»iii«e8ff tf «taftjAc^eaiebt>^iftnA {^ V-     j<.  .  t 
Sed  praeccdtnti  spectatur  nuntica  tergo  I  . . .  -  '^ :  j : 
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known,  imong  a  people,  who  appear  lb  be  scasce  Qon^ 
sdoup  of  their  own  existence.  Figure  toyoumelf  a  bewg 
incapahlerof' feeling*,:  taking  events  jnBtas  they  xicciu', 
and  surprised  at. nothing;  who  with  a  pipe  in  his 
mouth,  ^s  no  other  occupation  than  that  of  squatting 
on  his  breech  before-  hi^  owb  door^  or  tliat  of  some 
great  man,  and  dreaming  away:. tlie'dsqr,  without  a 
thought  of  bis  wife  or  family.  Fi^re  to  yourself  txx>, 
a  number  of  mothers  strolling,  about,'  wrapped  up  in  a 
dirty -black  rag,  and  bflbring  to  sell  thJetr  ichildven  toevery 
one  they  fcmeet  ;<^Men  half  naked^'of  the  colour  of 
copper,  and  of  a  most  disgusting  appeaorance,  raking  in 
the  piidcUes  and'  kenneb  like  hogs^^and^devauriog  every 
thing  they  find  tfa^e  v^hou9esof)twenty  feet  inheight.at 
^he  Doio^ftiof  whicbithc  roof  is -flat,  ^tfae  interior  a  stable, 
and  the  exterior  £cxir: -mud  walls.»T-^F^iua  h>' yourself 
ail  this,  I  say,  ^d  lyeit  wHl  have\a  pretty  correct  idea 
of  the  city  of  Alexandria*  Add,'  thkt  around  this,  mass 
of  misery  and  horror,  lie  die  ruins  of  the  most  cebi* 
brated  ci^  ofnhe  tutcieat  wof Id,  the  most  predynu^ 
monuments  of  the  arts.  ' '      ' 

.  Leaving  .this  city  to  ascend  the  Nile,  you.xDosi  a 
desert,  bare  as  my  hand,  wJieie  every  ^  three  orfbuv 
leagues  you  find  a  paltry  well  of  brackish  water*  Ima- 
gine to  yourself  the  situation  of  an  army  obliged  to  pass 
these  arid  plains,  which  do  not  aferd  the  slightest 
shelter  against  the  intolerable  heat  which  prpyails  there  1 
The  spldier,  loaded  with  provisions^  finds  himself,  be- 

*  Here  are  two  or  three  wordi  cbliterated  in  the'  original ; 
these  we  have,  ftnlurH  io  tneia«^|:  we  kaom  iM  with  ^kat 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIGINAL  LBTTtES.  I59 

fore  he  has  marched  an  hour,  overcome  by  the  heat,  and 
the  "weight  of  what  he  carries,*  and  throws  away  every 
thing  that  adds  ltd  hb  fatigue,  without  thinking  of  to- 
morrow. Thtfst  attacks  htm!  he  has  not  a  drop  of 
water ;  hunger !— he  hts  not  a  bit  of  bread.  It  was  thus 
that  amidst  the  horrors  which  this  faithful  picture  pre- 
sents, we  beheld  several  of  the  soldiers  die  of  thirst,  of 
hunger,  ^nd  of  beat ;  others^  seeing  the  suflFerings  oif 
their  comrades,  blew  Out  their  own  brains ;  others 
threw  themselves,  loaded  as  they  w^re,  into  the  Nile, 
and  perished  in  the  vrtker. 

Every  day  of  our  march  renewed  these  dreadful 
scenes ;  and,  what  wa»  n^ver.  hearf  of  before — What 
will  stagger  all  belief ;  the  army,  during  a  march  of 
seventeen  days,  never  tasted  bread— the  soldiers  lived 
during  the  whole  of  this  time  on  gourds,  melons,  poul- 
try, and  such  vegetables  as  they  found  on  their  route. 
Such  was  the  food  of  all,  from  the  General  to  the  com« 
irton  soldier, — nay,  the  General  was  often  obliged  to 
fast  for  eighteen  or  twenty  hours,  because  the  privates 
generally  arriving  first,  plundered  the  villages  cif  every 
article  of  subsistence,  and  frequently  reduced  him  to  the 
necessity  of  satisfying  himself  with  the  refuse  of  thei^r 
hunger,  or  of  their  intemperance ! 

It  is  useless  to  speak  of  our  drink.  We  all  live  here 
under  the  law  of  Mahomet,  which  forbids  the  use  of 
wine  ;  but,  by  way  of  indemnity,  allows  us  as  much 
Nile  water  as  we  can  drink. 

Shall  I  give  you  some  account  of  Ae  country  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  Nile  ?  To  do  this  properly,  I 
must  lay  before  you  a  topographical  chart  of  the  course 
and  direction  of  the  river.  .       t 

Two  leagues  below  Czko  it  divider  itself  itttm  tW9 
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hraocbes ;  one. of  which  falls,  into  die  $ea  at  Rosetta ; 
the  qther  at  D^UEniotU:  the  intepiBedu^t  country  is 
called  the  Delu,  and  is  ex,treaiely  ferftite*  Along  die 
cuter  sides  of  the  two  branches,  ifuns  a  slip  of  cultivated 
land,  broader  in.^some  plgc^.  than  in  oAttt^  but  no 
where  more  thai^^a  le^ue  ;  beyond  this  are' the  Deserts, 
extending  on  the  kh  to  Lyb|f»»  ^  o»  Hhe  right  to^the 
Red  Sea.  From  Rosetta  to  Qwo^  the  coumxy  H  well 
peopled,  ai\d  produces  a  good,  deal  of  w^eat,  rice,  \ea* 
tils,  ice.  The  Yitt^es  are  cr0w4bd  together— theijr 
construction  is  execrable,  beipg,liHle-t|iQf^  tb»n  h^aps 
of.faud'  troddcm  ;i<k)p  som^  consislencj^*  hn^owed  out 
wltlUa;  aqd  r^s^mbliog,.  in  every  fcatiire*  the  snow 
heaps  of  ,ovr  chfldren*  If  you  vcccdkcfthe  shape  of 
those  ovepi^like. piles,  you  hf^ve  a  perfect  idea  oS  the 
palaces  of  ^e  Egyptians  1      ;  , 

Thp  .hl^flt'Wdmen,*  commonly  called  Feilas^  are  ex» 
tremely  UbQr{oMir^  they  liveon.iittk,  and  in  a  state  of 
filth  and.degrad^i^ipn  that  excites  horror.  I  have  seen 
them,  swallf]^  the  residue  of  the  water  which  my  camels 
and  horses  happ^n^  to  leave  in  their  troughs. 

Su<;h  i$  this  £^gy^,  so  celebrated  by  travellers  and' his- 
torians 1  In4espit^  ho^^v<er,  of  all  th^se  horrors,  of  the 
hardships  we  endure,  and  of  the  miseries  the  army  is 
c^yiijten^yd  to  smflFe^^  I  am  jtill  inclined  to  think- that  it  is 
a  country. jQalcuh^ted  abov^  all  others  to.give  os  a  colony 
which  m^y  be  productive  of  the  highest  advantages  ;• 

*  There  ^kc  a^truc  Frenchman.  Every  drcumstancc  pmves 
t^t  Egypt  is  wholly  incapable  of  becoming  a  pr66 table  colony  to 
Fraince,  and  Boyer  himself  is  fully  convinced  of  it ;  yet,  in  spite  of 
lus  better  knowledge,  he  dix>p6  the  assurance  of  the  fact,  and  in 
the  felladous  expectations  of  future  advantages,  consoles  himsdf 
fiMr  prewot  duappoiBtineDls  I 
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but  for  this,  time  and  hands  are  necessary.   I  have  seen 
enough  to  be  convinced,  that  it  is  not  with  soldiers  that 
colonies  are  founded ;  above  all,  with  such  soldiers  as 
ours!  Their  language    ------    {MS*  illegible). 

They  are  terrible  in  the  field,  terrible  after  victory,* 
and,  without  contradiction,  the  most  intrepid  troops  in 
the  world:  but  they  are  not  formed  for  distant  expe- 
ditions. A  word  dropt  at  random,  will  dishearten  them 
— they  arc  lazy,  capricious,  and  exceedingly  turbulent 
and  licentious  in  their  conversation — they  have  been 
heard  to  say,  as  their  oflrcers  passed  by,  **  there  go  the 
Jack  Ketches  of  the  French !"  and  a  thousand  other 
things  of  the  same  kind. 

The  cup  of  bitterness  is  poured  out,  and  I  will  dnUQ 
it  to  the  dregs.  I  have  on  my  side  finxmess,  health, 
and  a  spirit  which  I  trust  will  never  flag :  with  these  I 
will  persevere  to  the  end. 

I  have  yet  said  nothing  of  Grand  Cairo.  This  city^ 
the  capital  of  a  kingdom,  which,  to  borrow  the  lan« 
guage  of  the  Savans  of  the  country,,  h^  no  hounds, 
contains  about  400,000  souls.  Its  form  is  that  of  a  long 
shaft  or  tunnel,  crowded  with  houses  piled  one  upon 
another,  without  order,  distribution,  or  method  of  any 
kind.  Its  inhabitants,  like  those  of  Alexandria^  are 
plunged  in  the  most  brutal  ignorance,  and  regard  with 
astonbbmettt  the  prod^jy-who  is  able  to  read  and 
write  !  This  city,  however,  such  as  I  have  described 
it,  is  the  centre  of  a  considerable  commerce,  and  the 
spot  where  the  caravans  of  Mecca  and  India  terminate 
their  respective  journies.  (My  next  will  give  you  son^e 
account  of  these  caravans. j 

*  Alluding,  perhaps,  to  the  massacre  at  Alexandria. 
M 
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I  went  yiestenby  to  sec  the  instiiillatioii  of  the  Dtvan^ 
which  Bonaparte  has  formed.  It  crasists  of  nine  per- 
sons.* And  such  a  sight!  I.  was  introduced  to  nine 
bearded  automatonsi  dressed  in  long  robes,  and  turbans ; 
and  whose  mien  and  appearance  altogether,  put  me 
strongly  in  mind  of  the  figures  of  the  twelve  apostles 
in  my  grandfather's  little  cabinet*  I  shall  say  nothing 
to  you  of  their  talents,  knowledge,  genius,  wit,  &c. — 
this  is  always  a  blank  chapter  in  Turkey.  No  where- 
is  there  to  be  found  such  deplorable  ignorance  as  in 
iBivery  part  of  that  country-^nb  where  such  wealth,  and 
no  where  so  vik  and  sordid  a  misuse  of  the  blessing. 

Enough  of  this.  I  have  now,  I  think,  fulfilled  my 
intentions:  many  topics  have  been  doubtless  overlooked ; 
but  these  deficiencies  will  be  well  supplied  by  the  dis- 
patches of  General  Bonaparte. 

Do  not  entertain  any  uneasiness  on  my  account.  I 
puffer,  it  is  true,  but  the  whole  army  suffers  with  nfte. 
My  baggage  has  reached  me  in  safety;  I  have,  there- 
fptCf  in  the  general  distress,  ^11  the  advantages  of  fortune. 
Once  again,  be  easy  ;  I  am  in  good  health. 
:  Takeoare  of  your  healths ;  in  kss  than  a  year  I  hope 
ta  have  the  happiness  of  embracing  you.  I  know  how 
H}  appreckte.  that  happiness  in  advance,  as  I  i^ill  one* 
day  shew  yoik.     .        ' 

'  I  end>rac0  my  sisters^  with  the  sin(»rest  aflfbctiony  and 
im  wkh  respect^ 

Your  most  obedient  son, 

BOYIR. 
•  Sec  the  Introduction. 
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No.  XXIII. 


Au  Grand  Casre,  k  ii  Thermldor,  an  6. 

DopuiSy  Geniral  de  Brigtkde^  C9mmandant  la  Place,  i 
' S9n  ami  Ca^lo^ 

^UR  terre  comme  sur  met,  en  Europe  comme  en 
Afirique,  je  suis  sur  les  epines  ;  oui,  mon  cher,  a  Tar- 
riv6e  devant  Malte,  je  fus  en  •  prendre  possession  et 
d£tnrire  la  Chevalerie ;  a  notre  arrivee  i,  Alexahdrie, 
ct  apr^s  Tavoir  pri^e  d'assaut,  jc  fus  homm6  conunan* 
dant  de  la  place ;  aiijourd*huiy  apres  vii^  jourf  d'une 
marche  des  plus  peniMes-dans  les  Deserts,  nous  soocunes 
arrives  au  Grand  Caire.  Cependant  apres  avoir  battu 
les  Mametouks ;  ^est^a-dire,  apres  les  avoir  mis  en 
fuite  ;  car  ils  ne  sont  pas  dignes  de  notre  colere. 

Me  voila  donc>  mon  amiy  revetu  d'une  nouvelle  dig-* 
nite  que  je  n'ai  pu  refuser^  lorsque  Ton  m*y  a  joint  le 
commandemem  du  Caire;.  cette  plape  etoit  trop  belle 
pour  moi,  pour  que  je  puisse  refuser  le  nouveau  grade 
que  Bonaparte  m'a  offert. 

Laconduite  de  la  brigade  a  TafTaire  des  Piramides  est 
unique ;  elle  seule  a  d^niit  4000  Mamelouks  a  cheval^ 
pris  40  pieces  de  canon  qui  etoieitf  en  batteiiey  tous 
leurff  retranchementSy  leurd  drapeaux,  leurs  magnifiqoee 
chevaux,  leurs  riches  bagages/ piiisqii'il  n*est  pas  de 
ioldat  qui  n'aie  100  louis  sans  exagerer,  et  U  y  en  a 
pletitwrt  qui  en  ent  500. 

Ma 
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Enfin^  mon  cher^  j'dccupe  aujourd'hui  \e  plus  beats 
serai!  du  Caire,  ceiui  de  la  Sultane  favorite  d^I«« 
brahtm  Bey,  Soudan  d'Egypte.  J'occupe  son  palais 
enchante,  et  je  respccte  au  milieu  dcs  nymphes,  la 
{)romesse  que  j'ai  faite  a  ma  bonne  amie  d'Europe ; 
ouiy  je  ne  lui  ai  pas  fait  une  infid61ite,  et  j^esp^re  que 
cela  tiendra* 

Cette  ville  est  abominablei  les  rues  y  respirent  la 
ptstt  par  leurs  immondices ;  le  peuple  ^t  aiFreux  et 
abruti.  Je  prends  de  la  peine  comme  un  cheval  et  nc 
puis  encore  parvenir  a  me  connoitre  dans  cette  immense 
citei  plus  grande  que  Paris^  mais  blen  differente :  ah, 
qu'il  ihe  tarde  de  revoir  la  Ligurie ! 

Oui,  mon  ch^r,  quoique  j'aye  beaucdilp  d'agrement, 
que  rien  ne  tne  manque  ;  ou  sont  mes  amb  ?;  ou  est  la 
respectable  Marina?  je  pleure  sur  notre  separation, 
mais  j'espere  que  bientot  je  serai  aupres.  Oui  bientot, 
car  je  m'ennuye  diablement  aupres  d*eux» 

Notre  passage  du  Desert  et  nos  diverses  batailles  ne 
nous  ont  presque  rien  coGte.  L'armee  ise  porte  bien* 
On  rhabille  dans  ce  moment,  et  je  ne  sais  pas  si  j'irai 
en  Syrie ;  nous  sommes  prets.  J'ai  eu  Ic  tinalheur  de 
perdre  ma  «;  ...  a  la  prise  d'assaut  d'Alexandric. 

Dcnnez-moi  de  vos  nouvelles>  je  Vous  en  prie.  Eniin 
jugez  de  la  lachete  de  ice  grand  peuple  tant  vante.  v  Je 
me  suis  empare  de  cette  immense  cite,  le  5  dn  moisi 
avec  deiix  coihpagnies  de  grenadiers. seuleDaent^  Cette 
vtUe  a  600,000  ames  de  population. 

AdieUi  mon  bon  ami,  j*embrasse  mille  fois  Marcelling 
sa  mere,  scm  pere,  son  papa  Carlo^  et  vos  amis,  et 
croyeZ'-moi  polii-  la  vie  le  plus  d6voue  de  vos  aqiijB. 

C.  Uupyts. 
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J'ccris  par  cc  courier  a  Pijon  et  Spinola  {  dltcs  4 
Pijon  qu'il  est  bicn  heurcux  d'avoir  etc  exile.  Plut- 
au-Ciel  qpe  jc  Tcusse  ete  aussi.  Je  Tcmbrassc  et  I;^ 
famillc.    Mcs  amities,  au  pauvre  PJetro. 

J'embrasse  Honoria,  voire  frcrcj^ct  votrc  oncle^ 


TRANSLATION, 


Grand  Cairo,  July  29, 
Dupuis,  General  of  Brigade ,  He,  to  his  friend  Carlo^ 

On  land  as  on  sea,  in  Europe  as  in  Africa,  I  am  doom-* 
fd  to  be  on  thorns  ;  •=— Yes,  my  friend,  on  our  arrival 
at  Malta  I  went  to  take  possession  of  it,  aiid  to  abolish 
the  Order :  on  our  arrival  at  Alexandria,  and  storming 
it,  I  was  made  Governor  of  the  place.  At  present,  after 
a  most  painful  march  of  twenty  days,  we  are  arrived  at 
Grand  Cairo,  not,  indeed,  without  beating  the  Mame- 

^  This  is  the  strangest  letter  we  ever  met  with.  H  is  an  in- 
coherent rhapsody,  which,  if  the  author  was  sober  when  Y\t  wrote 
it,  proves  him  to  be  a  singular  compound  of  madness  and  folly. 
Such  as  he  is,  however,  we  se^  Bonaparte  selecting  him  for  the 
Governor  of  Grand  Cairo !  Yet  on  further  consideration,  w^ 
do  not  think  the  General  much  less  happy  than  usual  in  his 
choice ;  for  a  wise  man  would  not  have  accepted  the  post ;  an4 
a  sane  man  could  not  have  held  it  *'  to  tMefurfo^." 
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loucs,  en  psssant;  that  is  .to  say,  putting  them  to  flight, 

for  they  are  not  worth  our  anger. 

Here  I  am,  then,  my  friend,  graced  with  a  new  dig- 
nity; which  I  could  not  refuse,  since  it  was  no  less 
than  the  government  of  Cairo  ;  a  dignity  much  too  fine 
for  me  to  refuse,  when  offered  by  Bonaparte. 

The  conduct  of  the  Brigade  at  the  affair  of  the  Pyra- 
mids is  unique.  It  cut  to  pieces,  itself,  4000  of  the 
Mamelouc  cavalry,  took  a  battery  of  forty  pieces  of 
cannon,  all  their  intrenchments,  their  colours,  their 
magnificent  horses,  and  their  rich  baggage — since  there 
is  not  a  single  soldier  who  has  not  100  louis  d'ors,  with- 
out exaggeration  ;  and  many  of  them  500.  * 

In  fine,  my  dear  friend,  I  occupy  at  present  the  finest 
seraglio  in  Cairo;  that  of  the  favourite  Sultana  of 
Ibrahim  Bey,  Sultan  of  Egypt.  I  occupy  his  charming 
palace,  and  I  respect,  in  the. midst  of  his  nymphs,  the 
promise  which  I  made  to  my  dear  girl  in  Europe — 
No ;  I  have  not  yet  been  guilty  of  one  act  of  infidelity 
towards  her,  and  I  hope,  yes,  I  still  hope  to  hold  out. 

This  is  a  most  horrid  place.  The  streets  are  filthy 
and  pestilential ;  and  the  inhabitants  hideous  and  bhiti- 
fied.  I  toil  like  a  horse,  and  yet  I  cannot  find  my  way 
through  this  immense  chaos,  far  more  extensive  than 
Paris;  but  Heavens!  how  different! — O  how  I  long 
to  get  back  to  Liguria. 

*  bupuis  has  repeated  this  contemptible  falsehood,  in  a  letter 
•fhidh  has  found  its  way  to  Paris.  "  Our  troops,"  says  he,  **  roll 
tti  gold,  and  are  all  mounted  on  huge  asses,  which  pllop  ventre  4 
terreUt**  This  looks  as  if  the  Mameloucs  had  reserved,  at 
usual,  the  horses  for  themselves ;  wych  will  be  found,  we  ima- 
gine, to  ht  pretty  nearly  the  case.  The  rest  of  the  letter  is  to* 
absurd  fbrnotice. 
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Ye?,  ray  jear  ftUavr,  though  1  enjoy  myiclf  tole* 
rably  well,  and  want  for  nothing — ^yet  where  arc  nay 
friends  ?  where  i«  the  worthy  Marina  ?  I  weep  like  a 
child  at  our  separation  :  but  I  hope  that  I  shall  soon  be 
with  her — yes,  soon,  for  I  am  d— nably  sick  of  every 
body  here.  * 

Out  march  acr6ss  the  Desert,  and  owfr  battles,  cost  ut 
very  few  men.  The  army  is  in  good  hesdth,  and  about 
to  be  new  clothed.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  go 
to  Syria  or  not ;  we  are  all  ready.  I  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  my  {'word  iUigibliJ  at  the  storming  of 
Alexandria. 

Let  me  hear  from  you,  I  beg.  Finally,  judge  of  the 
paltroonry  of  this  great  people  of  whom  we  have  heard 
so  much.  I  took  possession  of  this  immense  city  on  the 
13d  of  this  month,  with  only  two  companies  of  grena- 
diers.   It  has  more  than  600,000  inhabitants. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  I  embrace  Marcellin  a  thou- 
sand times,  his  mother,  his  father,  his  papa  Carlo,  and 
all  friends,  and  believe  me  till  death  the  most  devoted 
of  your  friends. 

C.  Dupuit. 

I  write  by  this  courier  to  Pijon,  and  Spinola — ^tell 
Pijon  that  he  was  in  high  luck  to  be  banished ;  *  would 


*  We  know  nothing  of  General  Dupuis.  From  his  connectioiit 
ke  appears  to  be  a  Genoese ;  but  from  his  name  and  his  mode  of 
thinking,  a  Frenchman.  He  is  in  extacy  at  his  good  fortune,  and 
longing  to  be  rid  of  it  1  Proud  of  the  govemnEent  of  Cairo,  and 
wishing  he  had  been  hanged,  or  banithed,  before  he  went  on  the 
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to  God  Aat  I  had  been  so  too  ^  I  embrace  him  and  his 
family.    My  r^ard  to  poor  Pictro. 
I  embrace  Honorio,  your  brothery  and  your  uncle. 


expedition  which  conferred  it  on  him  1  He  seems  to  reason  some? 
what  in  the  manner  of  SancJbo— **  To  be  sure,  a  Governor  is  a 
<<  great  man;  but,  if  this  is  to  be  a  Governor  of  Bau-ataria^l 
**  would  rather  have  st«ud  at  home,  and  kept  goats.'* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


QZJOrlSAl  LBTTIXS.  169 


No.  XXLV. 
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Alexttndriif  li  ii  Thermidor. 
I^E  Roy,  Ordonnateur  de  la  Marine^  d  rjmiralBRVzrs* 

Citoyen  Amiral, 

iiiN  execution,  des  ordres  du  G6niral  Kleber,  it  p^rt 
pour  Rosette,  un  Agent  des  subsistances  militaires.  Je 
lui  donnerai  une  lettre  pour  le  Citoyen  Jaubert,  qui 
pourra  joindre  les  instructions  pour  que  les  achats  de 
votre  escadre,  ceux  pour  les  services  de  terre  et  de  met, 
soit  a  Alexandrie  soit  a  Rqsette,  n*occasionnent  pas  une 
nuisible  concurrence. 

La  conservation  de  la  sante  a  nonnn6  pour  Le  Be* 
quiere,  le  Citoyen  Ferriere,  qui  ira  prendre  vos  ordres. 

Le  Capitaine  de  fregate,  De  la  Rue,  m'ecrit  de  Ro- 
sette, et  me  demande  avec  instance,  des  schermes.  C*est 
avec  beaucoup  de  peine  que  je  suis  parvenu  a  en  r6unir 
cinq,  pour  envoyer  a  vos  ordres :  on  est  a  la  recherche 
idela6~. 

La  prise  du  Caire  va,  je  le  pense,  nous  procurer  plus 
de  facilite  pour  les  transports ;  mais  a  tout  evenement 
pour  que  le  service  de  vb9  subsistances  et  votre  eau,  celui 
de  I'exp^dition,  des  effets  de  l'arm6e  de  terre,  la  corres- 
pondance  avec  Rosette,  la  necessite  d'aller  chercher  de 
I'eau  pour  Alexandrie  qui  sous  peu  en  manquera.  Tous 
fxs  besoins  m'engagent  a  vous  proposer  d'envoyer  tel 
)}atim^nt  de  guerre  que  vous  jugerez  a-propos  a  Da- 
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miette  pour  en  ramener  a  Rosette^  le  plus  de  schermcar 
possibles,  qui  seront  mises  a  la  disposition  du  Citoyed 
De  la  Rue,  pour.etre  reparties  suivant  vos  ordres. 

La  situation  des  malad^s,  et  leurs  moyens  de  traite- 
ment  ne  sont  pas  encore  tels  que  je  ne  me  vois  force  a 
vous  prier  d'ordonner  que  les  malades  de  votre  escadre 
soiem  evacues  sur  Rosette.  La  difficulte  d'avoir  des 
matieres  a  retarde  Texpedition  de  la  Madonna  della 
N         t  vous  Taurez  un  de  ces  jours-ci. 

Salut  et  respect. 

,  .  ,   -;    Lb  Roy, 

'  jP.«P.  QuedepeineSyCitojrenAmiralypourlahioindre 
chose!  Le  succes  du  General  en  Chef,  et  de  Tarmee 
de  la  Republique,  iK>nt,  je.  Tespere,  6claircir  notre 
besogne. 

Le  General  Kleber  vous  r^itere  la  demande  de  le 
faire  avertir,  si  vous  ne  pouvez  faire  prendre  les  paquets 
par  le  pronier  batimecit  que  vous  enverrcz  en  France. 
Le  General d^sire'^ue  nous  envoionsa  Rosette  un  officier 
qui  assure  les  transports  d%au  pour  Alexandrie,  et  Tache- 
nrinement  des  ei&ts  de  la  cavalerie  pmir  le  Nil. 

Voici  ce  que  je  propose,  d'apres  Tavis  de  Testimable 
GuieQ ;  choix  dont  je  ne  puis  trop  vous  remerclcr. 

I.  Reunion  des  schermes  de  Datniette  d  Rosette,  qui, 
avec  celles  d'Alfcxandrie  feron*  le  service  de  Tescadre  et 
cehii  de  ce  port. 

2^  hts  Macks  transporteront  au  Caire  les  passagers 
et  }tB  etfets  de  rarmee. 

"3*  Les  Caisses  suppl^eront  ler  cbaloapes,  lorsqw 
€ellcsdes  tartanes  ne  sufliront  pas. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIGINAL   LBTTBtS.  I7I 

4.  Employer  d'ici  a  le  Bequiere  et  k  Roxtte,  tout  ce 
qu'il  sera  possible,  de  tartanes  a  ToHes  latines,  et  a  peu 
it  tirant  d'eao. 

Salut,  respect. 

Lb  Rot. 


TRANSLATION. 


AUxandriaf  July  ^9. 
Lb  Roy,  Commissary  of  the  Marine^  to  Admiral 'B^v  nits* 

Citizen  Admiral f 

In  obecKence  to  the  orders  of  General  Kleber,  an  agent 
for  military  supplies  is  about  to  set  out  for  Rosetta.  I 
$hall  furnish  him  with  a  letter  for  Citizen  Jaubert,  who 
wiil  take  measures  for  preventtag  the  purchases  made 
for  the  fleet,  and  those  for  the  army,  either  here  or  at 
Rosetta,  from  occasioning  a  competition  in  the  marketSy 
which  will  be  injurious  to  both. 

The  Board  of  Health  lias  appointed  Citizen  Ferricrc 
to  the  hospital  at  Aboukir.  He  will  wait  on  you  for 
orders. 

Captain  De  la  Rue  writes  to  me  in  the  most  pressing 
manner,  from  Rosetta,  for  scherms  (lighters).  It  is 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  I  have  been  able  to  col« 
lect  five  to  send  you — ^we  are  now  engaged  in  looking 
•ut  for  a  sixth. 
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I  presume  that  the  capture  of  Cairo  will  facilitate  our 
communications ; — )mt,  at  all  events^  the  supplying  the 
fleet  with  provisions  and  water,  the  forwarding  the  bag*r 
gage  of  the  army,  the  correspondence  with  Rosetta,  the 
necessity  of  going  to  procure  water  for  Alexandria, 
vrhidi  in  a  short  time  will  be  in  want  of  it* — All 
these  urgent  calls  induce  me  to  propose  to  you  to  dis- 

•  "  Proofs  rise  on  proofs!"  We  mentioned  in  our  observa- 
tion«  on  Savary's  letter,  (No.  XII.)  that  the  troops  and  transport 
vessels  a^  Alexandria,  would  shortly  experience  a  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions. We  now  find  that  a  worse  evil  awaited  them ;  for  so 
longySince  as  the  beginning  of  August,  they  were  obliged  to  draw 
thetr  supplies  of  water  from  Rosetta  1  It  is  true  that  the  rise  of 
the  Nile  towards  the  end  of  that  month,  would  probably  furnish 
them  wi^h  a  precarious  supply— but,  on  the  other  hand,  as  thf 
canal  was  entirely  in  the  possession  of  the  Arabs,  and  as  it  never 
brought  water  enough  to  fill  half  the  cisterns  of  the  city,  we  may 
reasonably  doubt  whether  they  derived  much  advantage  from  it. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  usual  population  of  the  city,  whieh  was 
always  (that  is  in  modern  times)  scantily  supplied  with  this  indis- 
pensable article,  is  about  eight  thousand,  the  French  say  ten: 
now  the  garrison,  the  transports,  and  the  ships  of  war  there, 
must  make  an  addition  to  it  of  twelve  thousand  at  least :  so  that 
placing  every  thing  in  the  most  favourable  light,  it  is  impossible 
but  that  the  want  of  water  must  by  this  time  be  most  seriously 
felt ;  an  evil  the  more  alarming,  as  not  a  drop  can  now  be  pro. 
cured  from  Rosetta. 

We  may  be  accused  of  being  too  sanguine,  but  as  we  reason 
from  facts,  and  not  from  a  vague  reliance  on  we  know  not  what 
resources,  to  be  found  in  the  good  genius  of  Bonaparte,  we  shM 
be  little  affected  by  t)ie  charge— while  we  give  it  as  our  fixed 
opinion,  that  the  shipping  at  Alexandria  (putting  all  attacks 
upon  it  out  of  the  question,}  will  soon  be  driven,  by  its  wants^ 
to  attempt  an  escape  which  must  be  fatal  to  a  great  part  of  it^^  of 
tp  an  tmconditional  surrender. 
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patch  one  of  the  ship$  of  war  to  Damtetta,  to-coltect  at 
thany  scherms  as  possible,  and  bring  them  round  tb  Ro- 
setta,  where  they  may  be  put  under  the  command  oF 
Citizen  D6  la  Rue,  and  distributed  according  to  your 
orders. 

The  situation  of  the  sick,  and  the  means  of  taking 
care  of  them,  are  not  yet  precisely  such  as  to  enable  nie 
to  dispense  with  requesting  you  to  order  all  the  sick  of 
your  squadron  to  be  put  on  shore  in  future  at  Rosetta. 
The  difficulty  of  refitting  at  this  port  Jias,»  hitherto,  re- 
tarded the  sailing  of  the  Madonna  (Jella  N ;  but 

you  shall  b^ve  her  one  of  these  days. 

Health  and  respect. 

Le  Roy.. 

P.  S.  What  an  infinity  of  pains.  Citizen  Admiral, 
for  the  most  trifling  thing !  The  success  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  will  soon,  I  hope,  alleviate  or  remove 
all  our  difficulties. 

General  Kleber  repeats  his  request  to  you,  to  let  him 
know  if  you  cannot  contrive  to  send  his  packets  by  the 
first  vesseh  which  you  dispatch  to  France.  The  Ge- 
neral also  clesires  you  to  send  an  officer  to  Rosetta,  to 
overlook  the  taking  on  board  the  water  for  Alexandria, 
and  the  embarkation  of  the  ba^;age  of  the  cavalry  on 
the  Kile. 

Here  is  the  outline  of  a  plan  which  I  have  drawn  up 
for  the  purpose,  by  the  assistance  of  the  worthy  Guien ; 
a  man  whose  friendship  I  owe  to  your  recommendation— 
for  which  t  can  never  be  sufficiently  thankful. 

t.  To  convey  all  the  scherms  of  Damietta  to  Rdsetta, 
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where,  in  conjunction  with  those  at  Alexandria,  they 
shall  be  appropriated  to  the  exclusive  service  of  the  squa- 
dron, and  of  this  port« 

2.  The  Macks  shall  serve  as  transports  to  convey  the 
passengers  to  Cairo,  as  well  as  the  baggage  of  the  army. 

3*  The  Caisses  shall  supply  the  place  of  sloops,  when- 
ever a  sufficient  number  of  tartanes  cannot  be  found. 

4*  To  employ  between  this  place  and  Bequier,  and 
between  Bequier  and  Rosetta,  as  many  tartanes  as  pos- 
sible, with  latin  sails,  and  drawing  little  water. 

Health  and  respect. 

Le  Roy. 
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No.  XXV, 

Rosette f  le  14,  Thermidory  an  6. 

Dc  VAL|  Commissaire  Jes  Guerres^  au  Citoyen  Tripisi^)^ 
AgetU  d$s  HSpiinux  Militairts. 

1l  est  etonnant,  Cito]ren,  que  depuis  un  mois  que 
Thopital  est  et^Ii  a  Rosette,  vous  Tayez  neglige  a  uia 
point  qui  est  absolument  iropardonn^ble. 

Point  de  paillasses,  point  d'ustensiles,  point  de  medi- 
caments, point  de  Unge  pour  le  pansementf  en  un  inot, 
manquant  de  tout,  et  les  malades  dans  I'etat  le  plus  af- 
fligeant*  Vous  ne  m*alleguerez  pas^  je  crois,  que  vous 
£tes  san€  moyens  ;  vous  avez  d'abord  tant  par  decade 
pour  subvenir  aux  besoins  du  service,  vous  avcz.qi  se<- 
cond  lieu,  le  batiment  No.  47,  qui  est  cfaarg£  de  tout  (:e 
qui  pent  etre  neces^aire  pour  un  hopital  de  mille  maladea. 
Outre  cela,  il  existe  un  m^igazin  general  etabli  a  Alex- 
andrie. 

Je  vous  somme  done,  Citoyen,  sous  votce  responsabl- 
lite,  de  me  faire  passer  dans  le  plus  bref  delai,  tout  ce 
qui  pent  etre  necessaire,  tant  en  eiFets  qu'en  medicamensi 
pour  un  hdpital  de  400  malades.* 

J'aurai  soin  de  rendre  compte  de  yotre  nfigUgence  a 
rOrdonnateur  en  Ciief,  ain^i  qu'au  G^ia^nd  en  Chefy 
et  sur^out  fli  vou^  tard»  dft  me  faiJDD  parvenir  c«  que  j« 
?€tttt  dtmande* 

Salut. 

DuvAt. 
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TRANSLATION.* 

Rosiita^  August  isfs 

Duval,  Commissary  of  JVar^  to  the  Ctizen  Tripier,  , 
Agent  for  the  Hospitals,  lie. 

Is  it  not  a  wonderful  thing.  Citizen^  that  for  near  a 
month,  during  which  the  hospital  has  now  been  estab- 
lished at  Rosetta,  you  should  have  neglected  it  to  a  degree 
which  is  absolutely  unpardonable.  No  straw  beds,  no 
chamber  utensils,  no  medicines,  no  linen  for  dressings  ; 
in  a  word,  a  total  want  of  every  thing,  and  the  sick  in  a 
state  of  the  utmost  distress. 

You  will  hardly  allege,  I  fancy,  that  you  are  with- 
out means — for  in  the  first  place,  you  have  so  much 
a  decade  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  service  ;  and,  in 
the  second,  you  have  the  trabsport  No.  47,  which  has 
on  board  necessaries  of  every  kind  for  a  hospital  of  more 
than  a  thousand  sick ;  add  to  these,  the  general  maga- 
zine which  is  established  at  Alexandria. 


•  This  letter  was  written  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  Au- 
gust, previous  to  the  engagement ;  it  furnishes,  as  the  reader  sees, 
another  instance  of  the  regard  to  truth  which  Bonaparte  displays 
in  his  public  despatches.  "  We  have  not  a  man  sick/'  says  this 
veracious  Chief,  in  which  he  is  followed  as  usual  by  Berthier? 
and  yet  we  find  400  perishing  for  want  of  necessaries  at  Rosetta  I 
a  place  reached  with  little  £itigue,  entered  without  striking  a  blow, 
kept  with  no  other  precautions  than  a  strict  police,  and  supposed 
to  be  the  healthiest  spot  in  Egypt  1 
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I  summon  you  then.  Citizen,  on  your  responsibility^ 
to  send  me,  without  the  smallest  delay,  ever]^  thing  ne- 
cessary, linen,  &c.  as  well  as  medicines,  for  a  hospital 
of  four  hundred  sick. 

I  will  take  care  to  give  an  account  of  your  negligence 
to  the  First  Commissary;  as  well  as  to  the  Coaunander 
in  Chief;  and  especially  if  you  shew  the  least  remiss- 
;  in  sending  me  wluit  I  write  for. 

Health. 

Duval. 


N 
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No.  XXVL 

Roiittey  ee  I']  Thrmidor,  an  6. 

J  E  ne  sals,  ma  chere  bonne,  si  tii  as  re^u  toutes  mcs 
lettres.  Pepu^  mon  depart  de  prance,  je  t'ai  ecrit  unc 
fois  de  Bastia,  deux  fois  de  Malte,  et  une  d*Alcxandrie. 
Depyi$  5  jours  nous  sommes  ici,  attendant  une  occasion 
pour  aller  au  Caire,  caf  il  n*est  pas  sur  de  retnontcr  le 
Nil  sans  escorte.  Dans  notre  traversec  d'Alexandrie 
nous  avons  eu  le  bonheur  d'echapper  aux  Anglois  qui 
ctoient  daas  ces  parages. 

Au  moment  ou  tu  recevras  cette  lettre  Ton  saura  deji 
sans  doute  en  France  la  defaite  de  notre  escadrc  par  les 
Angloisi  Nous  sommes  tous  ici  dans  la  plus  grande  con- 
sternation. Je  ne  puis  te  donner  aucun  detail,  parcc  que 
nous  ne  les  connoissons  pas  encore  d'une  maniere  posi- 
tive :  ce  qu'il  y  a  malheureuscment  de  trop  certain,  c'est 
que  le  supcrbc  vaisseau  I'Orient  est  saute  dans  le  com- 
bat. Places  sur  une  eminence  qui  dominoit  la  mer, 
nous  avons  ete  temoins  de  cet  afFreux  spectacle.  Lc 
combat  a  dure  plus  de  24  heures :  les  Anglois  ont  du 
beaucoup  soufFrir.  Nous  ignorons  encore  combien  nous 
avons  perdu  de  vaisseaux.  J'ose  esperer  que  les  bruits 
sinistres  qui  se  repandent  ne  seront  pas  confirmes. 
L'Amiral  Brueys  a  ete  tue,  ainsi  que  Ducheyla,  et  une 
foule  d'autres  braves. 

Ce  n'est  pas  dans  un  premier  moment  que  Ton  peut 
sorter  un  jugement  sur  les  causes  de  ce  desastre  affligeant 
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pour  tout  bon  Fran9ais  ;  il  faut  au  contraire  s^emprcsscr 
dc  repoiisser  la  calomnie  qui  ne  respecte  ni  le  malheur 
ni  la  cendre  des  morts. 

Qiiant  a  moi,  j'ecoute,  j*observe,  et  ne  crois  pasqu'il 
soit  sage  de  prononcer  au  milieu  des  passions.  Nqps 
partons  demain  pour  le  Cairc  ;  nous  serons  les  premiers 
qui  annoncerons  cette  afBigeante  nouvelle  k  Bonaparte, 
qui,  je  Tespere,  saura  juger  sa  position,  et  supporter 
avec  courage  ce  premier  revers  de  la  fortune.  J'avouc 
que  je  ne  suis  pas  aussi  tranquille  sur  Teffet  que  produira 
cette  nouvelle  en  France.  D6ja  je  vois  les  ennemis  de 
Bonaparte,  de  celui  des  Directeurs  qui  est  son  ami, 
sonir  de  leurs  retraitcs,  et  agitcr  contre  eux  Toplnion 
publique. 

Les  services  passes  seront  oublies,  chacun  voudra  se 
donner  le  me  rite  d'avoir  prevu  ce  qui  est  arriv6.  Les 
partis,  les  factions  mal-eteintes,  se  ranimeront,  et  pro- 
duiront  encore  dans  notre  malheureuse  p^tric  de  nou- 
vcaux  dcchiremens. 

Quant  a  moi,  ma  chere  amie,  je  suis  ici,  comme  tu 
le  sais,  bien  contre  mon  grc  ;  ma  position  devient 
chaque  jour  plus  desagreable,  puis  que,  separ6  de  mon 
pays,  de  tout  ce  qui  m'est  cher,  je  ne  prevois  pas  le 
moment  ou  je  pourrai  m'en  rapprocher  ;  cependant  riea 
ne  me  fera  trahir,  et  Tamitie  et  mes  devoirs.  Bonaparte 
cprouve  une  chance  malheureuse,  c'est  pour  moi  une 
raison  de  plus  de  m'attacher  plus  forlement  alui,  et 
d'unir  mon  sort  au  sien. 

Ne  crois  pas  cependant,  que  je  devienne  jamais  Ic 
partisan  d'aucune  faction ;  le  passe  m'a  assez  eclair6 
pour  me  rendre  sage,  et  s'il  pouvoit,  ce  que  je  suis  bien 
loin  de  penstfr,  se  presenter  un  ambitieux  qui  voulut  ou 
donner  des  fcrs  a  sa  patrie,  ou  fairc  tourner  les  armes 
Na 
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de  scs  defcnscurs  contrc  la  liberte,  alors  on  me  verrolt 
dans  les  rangs  de  ceux  qu}  sc  presenteroient  pour  le;  con[i« 
battre. 

Tu  veis,  ma  chere  bonne,  que  je  sais  prendre  men 
parti,  mais  je  te  Tavoue  b}en  franchement,  je  prefereroU 
niille  fois  etrc  avec  toi  et  ta  fillc,  retire  dans  un  coiil  de 
terre,  loin  de  toiites  les  passions,  de  toutes  les  intrigues, 
et  je  t'assure  que  si  j'ai  le  bonheur  dc  retoucher  le  sol 
de  mon  pays,  ce  sera  pour  ne  le  quitter  jamais.  Parmi 
les  quarante  tnille  Franfoisj  qui  sont  id,  il  iCy  tn  a  pas 
quatre  qui  pensent  autre  ment. 

Rien  de  plus  triste  que  la  vie  que  nous  menons  ici !  nous 
manquons  de  tout.  Depuis  cinq  jours  je  n'ai  pas  ferme 
Tocil ;  je  suis  couche  sur  le  carreau ;  les  mouches,  les 
punaises,  les  fourmis,  les  cousins,  tous  les  insectes  nous 
devorent,  et  yingt  fois  chaque  jour  je  regrette  notre 
channante  Chaumiere.  Je  t*en  prie,  ma  chere  amie,  ne 
t'en  defais  pas. 

Adieu,  ma  bonne  Theresia,  les  larmes  inondent  moi) 
papier.  Les  souvenirs  les  plus  doux  de  ta  bont6,  de 
i>otre  amour,  Tespoir  de  te  retrouver  toujours  aimablc, 
toujours  iidele,  d'embrasser  ma  chere  fille,  scmtiennent 
seuls  rinfortune 

Fais  donner  a  ma  mere  de  mes  nouvelles. 

Dans  mon  voyage  j*ai  fait  une  perte,  M.  Bellavoine 
le  jour  de  notre  depart  de  Malte  s'est  endormi  dans 
<iiielque  cabaret,  et  nous  ne  Tavons  plus  vu.  J'ai  prie 
Regnault  de  me  le  renvoyer  s*il  se  retrouvoit. 

Mincrve  est  toujours  avec  moi,  il  sc  portc  tres-bicn. 
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TRANSLATION- 

Rose/ta,  August  4/^. 

1  KNOW  not,  my  dear  girl,  if  thou  hast  received  anj 
of  my  letters.  Since  1  left  France,  I  have  written  to 
thee,  once  from  Bastia,  twice  from  Malta,  and  once 
from  Alexandria.  We  have  been  here  near  a  week, 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  proceed  to  Cairo ;  for  it 
is  dangerous  to  ascend  the  Nile  without  an  escort.  In 
our  passage  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  the  Eng- 
lish, who  are  still  in  these  parts. 

before  thou  canst  receive  this  letter,  the  defeat  of  our 
fleet  by  the  English,  will  be  known  in  France.  We  are 
all  here  in  the  most  dreadful  consternation :  I  can  give 
thee  no  details,  because  we  are  not  yet  fully  acquainted 
with  them  ourselves ;  what  is,  unhappily,  too  well 
known  is,  that  that  superb  vessel  the  LOritnt  blew  up 
during  the  engagement.  Placed  on  an  eminence  which 
overlooked  the  sea,  we  were  witnesses  of  this  horrible 
speaacle.  The  combat  lasted  more  than  twenty-four 
hours;  the  English  must  have  suiFered  greatly.  We  are 
still  ignorant  how  many  vessels  we  have  lost ;  and  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  disastrous  reports  in  circulation 
will  not  be  confirmed.  Admiral  Brueys  was  killed,  at 
was  Pucheyla,  and  a  number  of  other  brave  officers* 

It  is  not  in  the  first  -moments  that  we  should  form  a 
judgipent  on  the  causes  of  a  calamity  so  distressing  to 
•very  good  Frenchman.    On  the  contrary,  we  should 
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anxiously  endeavour  to  check  that  calumny*  which  nei- 
ther respects  misfortune,  nor  the  ashes  of  the  dead. 

With  respect  to  myself,  I  hear  and  observe,  but  da 
not  think  it  either  safe  or  prudent,  to  pronounce  amidst 
the  tumiflt  of  the  passions.  We  depart  to-morrow  for 
Cairo,  and  shall  be  the  first  to  announce  this  afflicting 
news  to  Bonaparte ;  who  I  hope  will  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate his  situation,  and  bear  this  first  reverse  of  fortune 
wilh  firmness.  I  frankly  declare  that  I  am. not  quite  sdi 
tranquil  with  regard  to  the  effect  this  news  may  have  in 
France  ;  I  see  already  the  enemies  of  Bonaparte  and  of 
the  Directort  his  friend,  sallying  forth  from  their  retreats^, 
and  agitating  the  public  opinion  against  them ! 

•  We  sec  by  this  that  the  unfortunate  Brucys  was  already  be- 
come the  object  of  malevolence.  It  reflects  some  credit  on  Tal* 
lien,  that  he  did  not  join  in  the  cry  so  unjustly  raised  against  him  i 
and,  indeed,  though  we  have  no  great  resjiect  for  TalKtrt;  who 
Itas  ever  been  a  man  of  turbulence  and  blood,  we  cannot  but  con- 
fess, that  this  and  the  following  letter,  set  not  only  his  takbts, 
but  his  social  feelings,  in  a  very  aroiablc  and  respectable  light. 

The  cant  of  patriotism,  however,  we  may  be  allowed  to  disprc- 
dit.  We  have  heard  the  same  language  from  every  one  of  the 
numerous  demagogues  who  have  desolated  France.  The  instant 
their  power  is  es'^ablfshed,  their  regard  for  their  country  knows ' 
no  bounds  :  all  farther  change  is  deprecate^},  and,  if  ••  an  affnbt^^ 
tious  chief  should  arise,"  they  are  as  determined  asTaUka  hinw 
self,  to  protect  her,  that  is,  themselves,  against  hiin.  They  faii„ 
however,  and  make  way  for  others,  who,  with  tlie  same  profes- 
sions of  patriotism,  are  destroyed  in  their  turn, — **  and  thus  the 
wheel  of  fortune  goes  around !" 

•Tallien's  party  is  now  at  the  head  of  affairs;  this  is  an  excel- 
lent reason  for  him  to  wish  to  be  quitt :  tlw  **  holy  work  of  in- 
surrection" loses  all  its  sanctity  wheu  eiifployed  against  the  svlc- 
ccisful  tyrants  ot  the  day ;  and  they  hate  to  be  "plagicd  by  tiu» 
bloody  instnict.ions  ;vhich  they  have  taught." 

f  Barras. 
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.  Past  services  will  be  forgotten^  and  every  one  will 
assume; th^  merit  of  having  foresex:n  what  hds  happened* 
The  parties,  the  half-extingoishcd  factions^  will  re-iti-* 
vigorat«  their  mutual  rage,  and  our  unhappy  country 
will  again  ht  torn  to  pieces  by  new  dissensions ! 

A^  for  me,  jny  love,  I  am  here,  as  thou  knowest, 
much  against  my  will, — my  situation  every  day  becomet 
more  and  more  irksome ;  since,  separated  from  my 
country,  from  ^^cry  thing  that  is  dear  to  mc,  I  Cannot 
foresee  the.  period  when  I  may  hope  to  rejoin  them  i 
nothing,  however,  shall  induce  me  to  bett*ay  my  friend- 
ship and  my  daty^  Bonaparte  has  experienced  a  re-' 
verse  ;  this  is  an  additional  reason  with  me,  for  attach- 
ing myself  more  firmly  to  him,  and  for  uniting  his  fate 
with  my  own. 

Do  not  suppose  from  this,  that  I  can  ever  becomfe  the 
partisan  of  any  faction  ;  the  past  has  sufficiently  en- 
lightened me  on  the  score  of  prudence  ;  anrf  if  it  should 
happen  (which  I  am  very  far  from  supposing)  that  an 
ambitious  chief  should  arise,  aiming  to  enchain  his  coun- 
try, or  to  turn  the  arms  of  its  defenders  against  its 
liberty,  you  should  then  see  me  in  the  ranks  of  those  vvho 
would  stand  forward  to  oppose  him. 

Thou  seest,  my  girl,  that  I  know  how  to  choose  my 
party ;  but  I  declare  to  thee,  with  the  most  perfect 
openness  of  heart,  that  I  had  rather  a  thousand  times  be 
with  thee  and  thy  daughter,  in  some  retired  corner  of 
the  world,  far  from  all  the  passions  and  all  the  intrigues 
which  agitate  mankind; — and  I  assure  thee,  that  if  I 
ever  have  the  happiness  of  placFng  my  foot  once  more 
on  the  soil  of  my  native  land,  nothing  shall  induce  me 
to  quit  it  again.  Of  the  forty  thousand  Frenchmen  who 
are  here,  there  are  not  four  whose,  detcrpiination  on  this 
,  head  is  not  the  same  as  my  own. 
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Nothing  ean  be  more  melancholy  than  the  life  We 
lead  here ;  we  are  in  want  of  every  thing.  It  is  now 
five  days  ance  I  dosed  my  eyes.  I  lie  on  the  bare  floor  i 
flies,  bugsy  ants,  gnats,  mosquitoes,  insects  of  every  kind 
devour  us  alive ;  and  twenty  times  a  day  I  regret  ouf 
charming  Chaumiire/^  Do  not,  my  love,  dispose  of  it  on 
any  account.  *   ^ 

Adieu,  my  best  Theresia,  t  my  paper  is  drenched  with 
my  tears*  The  delightful  remembrance  of  thy  goodness, 
and  thy  love,  the  hope  of  meeting  thee  again,  still  ami- 
able, still  faithfuli  and  of  embracing  my  dear  daughter, 
are  the  sole  support  and  stay  of  the  unfortunate 

Tailien. 

Let  my  mother  know  that  I  am  well. 

I  experienced  a  loss  on  our  passage.  The  day  we 
left  Malta,  Bellavoine  fell  asleep  in  some  tavern,  and 
never  appeared  afterwards.  I  desired  Regnault  to  for- 
ward hira  to  mc,  if  he  should  happen  to  light  on  him. 
Minerva  is  still  with  me,  and  is  very  well. 


•  This  is  the  name  which  Talhcn  has  given  to  a  house  he  po6« 
sesses  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris ;  and  which,  like  the  Tha^h* 
cd  House  in  St.  James's  Street,  is  any  thing  but  what  it  professes 
to  be.    Chaumierc  means  a  thatched  hut  or  cottage. 

f  His  wife,  Theresia  Cabarru&. 
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No.  xxyii. 

Rosette  ce  ij  Therms  dor ,  an  6. 
^ir  Citoyen  &AltRAS,  Memlre  du  Direcioire  Exicuttf  de 
Francey  a  Paris. 

jDans  ma  demierc  datee  d'Alexandrie  je  n'avois,  cher 
Directeur,  qu'a  tc  parler  des  succes  des  armcs  Rcpubli- 
caines ;  aujourd'hui  ma  tache  est  bien  plus  penible.  Le 
Dircctoirc  est  sans  doute  deja  informc  dc  Tissue  mal- 
heureuse  du  combat  que  notre  escadre  a  eu  a  soutenir  le 
14  de  ce  mois  contre  la  flotte  Anglaise. 

Pendant  plusieufes  heures  nous  eumes  Tespoir  d'etre 
vainqueursy  mais  lorsque  le  vaisseau  TOrient  eflt  saute^ 
le  desordre  se  mit  dans  notre  escadre :  de  I'aveu  meme 
des  Anglais,  tous  nos  vaisseaux  se  sont  bien  battus; 
X  plusieurs  batiments  ennemis  sont  dcmates,  mais  notre 
escadre  est  presque  entierement  detruite.  Tu  me  con- 
nois  asset  pour  Stre  assure  que  je  ne  me  rendrai  pat 
r6cho  de  la  calomnie  qui  s'empresse  d'accueillir  les 
bruits  les  plus  absurdes ;  j*observe  et  je  m'abstiens  quant 
i  pr6sent  de  prononcer. 

Tout  le  monde  est  ici  dans  la  consternation  ;  je  pars 
demain  pour  le  Caire,  porter  cette  nouvelle  a  Bonaparte. 
Elle  Taffectera  d'autant  plus  qu'il  devoit  moins  s'y  atten- 
dre :  il  trouvera  sans  doute  en  lui  les  moyens,  sinon  de 
reparer  une  perte  aussi  grande,  au  moins  d'empecher 
que  ce  desastre  ne  dcvicnne  funeste  a  I'armee  quit  com* 
mande. 
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Quant  a  moi  cet  evenement  malheureux  m'a  rendu 
tout  mon  courage.  J*ai  senti  que  c'etoit  dans  ce  mo- 
ment oil  il  falloit  reunir  tous  ses  efforts,  pour  triomphcr 
de  tous  les  obstacles  que  le  sort  ou  la  malveillance  nous 
susciteront. 

Puisse  cette  desastreuse  nouvelle  ne  pas  produire  en 
France  de  resultats  malheureux.  Je  suis  a  mon  parti- 
culier  fort  inquiet,  mais  je  m'cn  rapporte  beaucoup  au 
Genie  de  la  Republique,  qui  nous  a  toujours  si  bien 
servis.  , 

Adieuy  mon  cher  Barras,  je  t'ecrirai  du  Caire,  ou  je 
compte  etre  rendu  dans  4  jours. 

Tallien. 

J'ai  vu  ici  ton  cousin  qui  n'est  pas  bien  portant.  Le 
climat  y  contribue  beaucoup  :  cependant  il  y  a  tres-peu 
de  malades  dans  Tarmee,  quoique  la  chaleur  soit  exces- 
sive et  que  souvent  le  soldat  soit  expose  aux  privations 
de  tout  genre. 

Des  nouvelles  arrivees  d'Alexandrie  assurent  que 
deux  vaisseaux,  et  deux  fregates  se  sont  echappcs.  Les 
Anglais  sont  toujours  devant  Abouquir :  ils  paroissent 
avoir  extremement  soufferts.  Une  lucur  d'espe ranee, 
rcste  enco£e ;  puisse-t-elle  se  realiser ! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIGINAL    LETTERS.  1I7 


TRANSLATION. 

Rosettdy  August  4th* 

To  Citizen  Barras>  Member  of  the  Executive  Directory 
of  France^  at  Paris  * 

In  my  last,  dated  from  Alexandria,  I,  had'  only,  dear 
Director,  to  speak  to  thee  of  the  success  of  the  Republicaa 
aims.  At  present,  I  have  a  much  more  painful  task. 
The  Directory  is,  doubtless,  informed  ere  this  of  the 
unfortunate  issue  of  our  naval  engagement  with  the 
English. 

Purine  several  hours  we  flattered  ourselves  with  the 
hopes  of  being  victors,  but  the  blowing  up  of  the 
V Orient y  threw,  th^  whole  squadron  into  confusion. 
The  English  themselves  allow  that  all  our  ships  fought 
well ; — many  of  their  vessels  are  dismasted,  but  our  scjua- 
dron  is  almost  totally  destroyed.  Thou  art  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  my  disposition  to  be  assured  that  I  shall 
never  become  the  echo  of  that  calumny  which  is  already 
anxiously  busied  in  giving  welcome  to  the  most  absurd 
rumours.  I  Hear  every  thing,  and  say  nothing-^thc 
aflfair  is  yet  t6o  receipt  to  pronounce  on  it. 

Consternation  has  overwheln  ed  vs  all.  I  set  out  to- 
morrow for  Cairo,  to  carry  the  news  to  Bonaparte.  It 
will  shock  him  so  mu^h  the  more,  as  hcHiad  not  the 
least  idea  of  its  happening.  He  will  doubtless  find 
resources  in  himself — if  not  to  repair  a  loss  of  such 
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magnitude)  yet  at  least  to  prevent  the  disa^er  from 
becoming  fatal  to  the  army  which  he  commands^ 

With  respect  to  myself,  this  dreadful  event  has  re-^ 
stored  me  all  my  courage.  I  feel  that  the  moment  is 
now  come  when  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  unite 
tU  our  eiForts  to  enable  us  to  triumph  over  the  numerous 
obstacles  which  destiny,  or  malevolence,  will  not  fail  to 
fling  in  our  way. 

Pray  Heaven  this  disastrous  news  produce  no  bad 
effect  at  Paris !  I  am,  I  confess,  exceedingly  uneasy 
about  it — though  I  have  still  some  confidence  in  the 
Genius  of  the  Republic,  who  has  hitherto  so  constantly 
befriended  us. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Barras.  I  shall  write  to  thee  from 
Cairo,  where  I  expect  to  be  in  four  days* 

Tallibk. 

I  have  seen  thy  cousin  herie — he  is  not  well;  the 
climate  does  not  agree  with  him.  There  are  not  many 
sick  in  the  army,  however ;  although  the  heat  is  exces- 
sive, and  the  men  are  exposed  to  privations  of  every 
kind. 

Letters  from  Alexandria  assure  us  that  two  sail  of  the 
line,  and  two  frigates,  made  their  escape.  The  English 
are  still  off*  Abouquir :  they  appear  to  have  suffered  very 
much.  A  glinmiering  of  hope  still  remains :  may  it  not 
vanish  like  the  rest ! 
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No.  XXVIIL 

Au  ^artier  giniral  d  Rositte^ 
Je  11  71?ermdor,Tan  6» 

Au  General  Kleber,  Geniral  de  Division^  VAiii  de 
Camp  LoYER* 

MoN  Geperaly  j'arrivai  hier  matin  a  7  heures  sans  le 
pioindfe  evenement:  au  lieu  de  suivrc  la  flotte  noi|S 
primes  le  large,  ce  qui  nous  reussit  parfaitement :  a 
deux  heures  de  la  nuit  nous  passames  a  la  vue  d'une  fre- 
gate  ennemie  qui  surement  ne  nous  apper^ut  pas,  ou  nc 
daigna  pas  s*occuper  de  nous. 

Le  General  Mcnou  n'etoit  point  encore  informe  dc 
nos  malheureux  d6sastres :  ilm'a  temoigne  bien  de  Tin- 
qui6tude  sur  un  convoi  d'artillerie  legere  de  1 1  bouches 
a  feu^  ayec  tous  leurs  attirails,  et  d'une  quantite  prodU 
giease  de  munitions  de  mousqueterie. 

n  y  avoit  deja  lon^ems  que  ce  convoi  avoit  etc  ex- 
pedie  pour  I'arm^e,  il  n'avoit  pu  passer  la  barre  du 
\>i\\f  U  avoit  du  aller  mouiller  a  Abouquir,  ou  des 
germes  devoieiit  le  decharger.  De  toute  cette  artillerie 
^  n*a  ete  d£barqu6  que  7,  pieces  de  hult  qui  sont  ici.  Le 
reste  est  expose  a  etre  enleve  des  ennemis,  s'ils  n'en  sont 
deja  maitres.  Le  Citoyen  Dumanoir  pourroit  a  cet 
egard  vous  donner  quelques  renseignements:  avec  quel- 
ques  troupes,  on  pourroit  peut-etre  sauver  ce  convoi  s^ 
j^recieux  pour  Tarmee. 
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Je  nc  sais  par  quel  motif  TAmiral  Brueys  relacha  lo 
Cherif  la  veille  dc  Tarrivee  de  Tescadre  Anglaise.  J'ai 
cru  que  c'etoit  par  rapport  a  cct  evenement.  Point  du 
tout,  il  a  ete  envoye  ici,  il  a  memc  promene  quelques 
heures  dans  la  villc  pendant  Tabsence  du  General  Me- 
nou,  qui  a  son  rctour  le  fit  mettre  a  bord  d'un  aviso  ou  il 
fut  consigne.  Je  suis  bien  fache  que  vous  ne  m'ayiez 
pas  rcnais  tout  votre  corrcspondance,  pour  mettre  sous 
les  yeux  du  General  en  Chef,  la  conduite  plus  que  sus- 
pecte  de  ce  Cherif.  Au  reste  les  raisons  principales  qui 
vous  ont  determine  a  Teloigner  d'Alexandrie  me  sont 
connues,  et  je  les  reridrai  au  General  Bonaparte. 

Les  communications  du  Nil  ne  sont  point  encore  li- 
bres.  Le  General  Menou  fait  armer  un  aviso  pour 
mon  depart.  Je  serois  parti  aujourd'hui  sans  dcs  nou- 
velles  de  Tarmee  qui  lui  etoient  annoncees,  et  qui  lul 
sont  arriv6es.  Un  Adjudant-Gcneral  venant  du  Cairo 
arrive  a  I'instant,  il  est  porteur  du  detail  officiel  dc  la 
marche  de  notre  armee  et  de  ses  combats,  d'ordres  de 
faire  rejoindre  quelques  depots  et  de  systcmes  d'organi- 
sation  pour  le  pays.  Du  reste  Tarmee  est  tranquille — 
votre  division  est  a  Boulac.  Le  chef  de  bataillon  Goyne 
de  la  25*  m*a  dit  qu'elle  n'etoit  pas  tres-contente  de  votre 

r et  qu'elle  regrettpit  beaucoup  que  vous  n*ayiez 

pas  ete  a  sa  tete. 

Las  divisions  Desaix  et  Bon  sont  les  seules  qui  aient 
agi.  D'aprcs  le  rapport  que  vous  avez  dans  ce  paquet 
nous  avons  fort  peu  soufFert. 

Le  General  Menou  est  en  traite  de  pacification  et 
meme  d'alliance  avcc  quelqiSes  Chefs  de  tribus.  II  es- 
pere  convertlr  a  lui  la  tribu  qui  a  si  mal  re^u  le  Gene- 
ral Damas.  Un  des  Sous-chefs  a  deja  fait  la  paix,  on 
lui  assigne  un  lieu  de  campement.    II  vient  prendre  lc« 
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ordrcs  du  General  ;   puis^ent  ces  conversions  s'aug- 
menter ! 

Demain  matin  je  pars  avec  IcCherif  et  beaucoup  dc 
Fran9ais  qui  sont  ici.  II  nous  faut  4  jours  pour  arrivcr 
au  Caire,  autant  et  peut-ctre  plus  pour  le  retour  a  cause 
dcs  vents.  Ne  conoptez  done  sur  moi,  mon  General, 
que  dans  10  a  12  jours.  Je  feral  toute  diligence  possible 
pour  vous  revoir  promptement.    J'espcrc  vous  apporter 

de  bonnes  nouvelles,  qui  vous  tireront  d'A et 

de  ses  dicserts,  et  vous  rameneront  sur  les  rives  du  Nil, 
les  Champs  Elis^es  de  TEgypte. 

Votre  devou6  Aide  de  Camp, 

LOYSR. 


Le  rapport  qfficiel  de  la  marine  sur  la  malheureuse 
journee  du  I4t  vient  d'etre  remis  au  General  Menou. 
Je  vais  Temportcr  avec  des  depeches. 
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TRANSLATION. 

.   ) 

Head  garters,  Rosetfa,  Aug.  4. 

Jti-de^Camp  LoYER,  to  Citizen  Kleber>  General  of 
Division. 

My  General^ 

1  ARRIVED  here  yesterday  morning  at  7  o'clock,  with- 
out any  accident :  instead  of  following  the  rest  oi  the 
flotilla,  we  took  a  good  offing — which  answered  cx- 
treqiely  well.  About  two  in  the  morning  we  were  in 
sight  of  an  English  frigate,  *  who  certainly  did  not  per- 
ceive us,  or,  at  least,  did  not  condescend  to  take  any 
l^otice  of  us. 

Gei^^al  Menou  ha4  not  yet  been  informed  of  our 
unhappy  disasters.  I^^  Qj^pressed  a  great  deal  of  unea-t 
sioess  to  me  for  the  fate  of  a  convoy  of  light  artillery^ 
consisting  of  11  pieces,  with  carriages^  sponges,  &C., 
and  a  prodigious  quantity  of  musquet  cartridges.  * 

Many  days  have  already  elapsed  since  this  convoy  was 
dispatched  from  Alexandria.  Not  being  able  to  get 
over  the  bar  of  the  Nile,  it  had  come  to  anchor  at 
Aboukir,  where  every  thing  was  to  be  put  on  board  the 
light  vessels  of  the  country.  Nothing,  however,  has 
yet  been  disembarked  of  all  this  cannon,  ammunition^^ 
^c.  except  two  eight-pounders.  The  rest  is  exposed  ta 

*  This  is  incorrect.  Lord  Nelson  had  no  frigate  with  him  af 
lliis  time ;  nor,  indeed,  till  two  or  three  days  afterwards* 
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'  the  seizure  of  the  enemy,  if  it  is  not  already  in  their 
|>ossesston.  Citizen  Dumanoir  can  give  you  some  in- 
formation on  this  subject :  a  detachment  of  troops  may 
not  yet  be  too  late,  perhaps,  to  preserve  a  convoy  so 
necessary  to  the  service. 

I  cannot  conceive  what  motive  could  induce  Admiral 
Brueys  to  set  the  Chcriff*  at  liberty,  the  night  of  the 
engagement.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  he  had, been 
some  how  or  other  released  by  ^at  event — but  no  such 
thing :  he  was  sent  here,  I  find,  and  had  been  walking 
about  the  town  for  several  hours,  during  the  absence  of 

.  f  Of  this  Cheriff  we  find  the  following  account  in  a  letter  from 
Alexamlria.  «  Bonaparte  endeavoured  to  gain  the  confidence 
and  friendship  of  the  Chcriff;  he  decorated  him  with  the  tri-co* 
loured  scarf,  and  in  every  instance  paid  him  the  most  distin- 
guished attention. »  The  Cheriff,  laying  his  hand  on  his  breast, 
took  Allah  to  witness  that  he  would  be  grateful.  But  General 
Kleber  soon  found  that  the  traitor  maintained  a  secret  corres- 
pondence with  the  Mameloucs.  He  therefore  ordered  him  intq 
confinement  on  board  the  L'Orient ;  from  whence  he  was  put  on 
shore  a  little  before  the  catastrophe/* 

The  meaning  of  all  tliis  is— that  Brueyi,  who  was  not  in  the 
secret,  thought  the  innocence  of  this  man  a  sufficient  reason  fo^ 
setting  him  at  liberty.  We  sincerely  wish  that  the  rest— -(the 
children  of  the  most  respectable  families,  who  were  barbarously 
torn  from  tlieir  parents,  as  hostages,  by  the  unfeeling  Bonaparte 
— •*  Bonaparte  exigea  pour  otages,  les  enfans  les  plus  apparent 
"  du  pays" — is  the  expression  of  the  letter) — may  have  been 
dismissed  at  the  same  time :  but  we  fear  \\\cy  all  perished  in  the 
exploaton  of  the  L'Orient. 

For  the  rctft;  this  letter  confirms  the  account  of  the  horrid  mas- 
sacre nentioned  by  Boyer  (No«  XXII.)  "  Tout  ce  qui  resistoit 
•*  a  mordu  la  poussiere,  et  nos  soldats  brdlant  de  venger  la  mort 
''deleurscompagnonsd'armes,  ONT  impitoyablbment  passi 

**'AtT  FIL  DB  L'EPEE,  LES  RESTBS  DBS  TURCS  <^UI  s'tTOIENT 
"  RBFVGIES  DANS  UNf  M0$<yJES." 
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Ombtxal  NtendB  :^  en  hm  retiinr^-bowei^ry  thtrGeacml 
seat  Unv  on  boaM  an  advice  boat!^  where  he  reatetuff  in 
cns^oSy.-  I  acm  very  sorry  that  you  did  ilut  fumidi  me 
witfa'thewholorof  yoxw  correspondence,'  that  I  might 
have  laid  before  the  Commander  in  Chief)  the  Kors 
thaw  8ii^pfDk>as  oonhietof  this  CheriflF.  As  I  ain  ac- 
quaimed',  how^vef,  with  the  principal  reasons  which 
indoced  you  to  retnove  him  front-  Alexandria,  I  will 
momton  fkftm  to  Genotal  Bonaparte. 

Onr  comfKhi*nications  by  the.  Nile  are  not  yetqalto 
safe.  General  Menou  is  arming  an  advice  boat  to  take 
me  to  Cairo.  I  should  have  set  out  to  day,  but  for  the 
news  from  the  army  which  has  jtist  reached' hith.  An 
Adjutant  General  is  this  moment  arrived  from  Cairo : 
he  brings  an  official  detail  of  the  march  of  our  army^ 
and  of  the  combats  it  has  sustained  ;  orders  to  some  of 
the  WDops  here  to  join  without  delay,  and  systeYh^  of 
organization  for  fhc  country.  For  the  rest,  all  is  tran. 
quil.  Your  dlvirfon  is  at*  Boulac.  The  chief  of  batta- 
iron,  Goyn6  of  the  i5th,  tells  me  that  it  is  far  from 
being  pleased  with  your*  r  -  -  -,  and  that  it  regrets 
exceedingly  that  you  are  not  at  ifs  head. 

The  divisions  of  Desaix  and  Bon  are  the  only  .ones 
that  seem  to  have  been  in  action.  You  see  from  ^ 
dispatches  that  our  loss  is  trifling. 

General  Menou  is  about  a  treaty  of  pacification,  and 
even  of  alliance  with  some  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  tribes* 
He  has  hopes  of  bringing  over  the  tribe  from  which 
General  Damas  suffered  so  much.  One  of  the  subordi* 
nate  chiefs  has  already  made  peace,  and  had  a  place  of 

•  Representative.  He  means  Dugua.— See  Damas's  letter  to 
klebej,  p.  :«• 
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elilcaippnient  assigned  hitn.  He  has  just  bcch  here  to 
^now  the  General's  pleasure — ^would  to  Heaven  these 
conversions  may  increase  !  ♦ 

•  To-morrow  morning  I  shall  set  out  with  the  CheriiF, 
and  a  great  number  of  our  people,  who  are  quartered 
here.  It  will  take  us  four  days  to  reach  Cairo,  and  perhaps 
as  many  fo  return,  on  account  of  the  winds.  Do  not, 
therefore,  look  for  me,  my  dear  General,  in  less  than 
ten  or  twclve.days.t  I  will  use  all  possible  diligence  to 
rejoin  you  speedily.  I  hope  to  be  the  bearer  of  good 
news — news  which  will  remove  you  from  Alexandria 

♦  Drowning  men  will  catch  at  straws.  Wc  do  not,  therefore, 
wonder  to  sec  the  sensible  Loycr  flattering  himself  with  the  hopes 
of  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  "  conversions"  of  the  Arabs, 
notwithstanding  he  must  have  seen  their  fallaciousness.  Bona- 
parte had  some  time  before,  not  only  converted,  but  even  asso- 
ciated thousands  of  them  to  his  army;  so,  at  least,  he  says,  and  so 
all  Prance  repeats  after  him.  And  what  were  the  important  ad- 
vantages derived  fh)m  it }  Hatred,  and  immediate  desertion.— >In 
short,  (for  we  are  unwilling  to  dwell  on  a  subject  so  •bvious  to 
every  man  of  common  information)  every  hope  of  maintaining  an 
alliance  with  such  a  people,  is  more  absurd  than  the  day-dreams 
of  a  madman. 

t  Loyer  did  not  come  back  quite  so  soon  as  he  expected.  It 
took  him  eleven  days,  only  to  reach  Bonaparte,  whom  he  met  re- 
turning  from  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  rob  the  caravan ;  for 
this  we  can  confidently  assure  our  readers,  was  the  true  purport 
of  the  General's  boasted  expedition  towards  Syria. 

He  had  with  him,  as  he  says  himself,  most  of  the  staff  officers 
with  the  divisions  of  Rcgnier,  Lannes,  and  Dugua.-*Ali  these, 
however,  were  completely  baffled,  by  the  gallantry  and  skill  of 
Ibrahim  Bey,  and  finally  compelled  to  retreat  with  great  Ipss 
towards  Cairo,  without  accomplishing  any  part  of  their  object  I 
One  regiment  of  grenadiers  was  nearly  cut  to  pieces..^o  much 
for  the  a>nquest  of  Syria,  so  triumphantly  announced,  and  s« 
gravely  commented  upon  in  the  opposition  papers  1 
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and  its  deserts,  to  the  banks  of  the  Nile — the  Elysium 
of  Egypt. 

Your  devoted  Aid-de-Camp, 

Loy£r. 

The  official  dispatches  of  the  marine  on  the  calami- 
tous event  of  the  2d,  have  just  been  remitted  to  Ge- 
neral Menou.    I  shall  take  them  with  me. 
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No.  XXIXv^ 

Rosi/te,  &  17  Thermid$r. 
J.  Memou,  Giniral  de  Division^  au  Giniral  Kleber. 

Quel  malheur,  mon  chcr  General,  que  cclui  arrive 
a  notre  armee  navale !  Il  est  affireux  :  mais  il  faut 
prendre  courage,  et  etre  encore  plus  grand  que  le  mal- 
heur. 

Je  ferai  partir  dcmain  matin,  votre  Aide-de-Camp^ 
ct  le  Commissaire  sur  un  aviso  pour  Ic  Cairc.  Je  n'ai 
point  eu  de  d6tail^d*Aboukir  :  n*ayantpas  de  cavalerie, 
jc  n'ai  p(i  envoyer  personne  par  la  plainc,  et  le  bogatsch 
est  ri  mauvais,  qu*il  est  d'unc  difficulte  extreme  a  passer* 

II  me  reste  encore  quelques  esperances  que  tout  n'est 
pas  perdu.  Si  vous  ivea;  quelques  rtoiivclles  des  tar- 
tanes  et  autres  batiments  qui  portoient  de  Vartillerie  et 
des  cartouches,  ainsi  que  d'autres  ^ets'  necessaires  a 
Tarmee,  je  vous'  prie  de  mt  les  faire  connoltre  ;  car 
nous  en  avons  un  extreme  besoin  ici,  et  au  Caire. 

Si  on  pouvoit  aussi,  sans  danger,  envoyer  ici  les 
equipages  restes  a  Alexandrie,  cela  scroit  extremement 
uiile  pour  les  faire  passei*  au  quartier  g6ri6ral. 

Au  total,  mon  cher  General,  donnez-moi  de  vos 
nouvelles,  et  de  tout  ce  qui  vous  interesse,  ainsi  que  des 
debris  de  notre  armee.  J'envoie  a  Alexandrie  un  cou» 
rier  du  General  en  Chef :  il  vous  porte  des  depeche^ 
ici  tout  est  assez  tranquille  ;  mais  il  faut  veiller  ! 
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J'ai  fait  arretcr  ici  Coraim^  qui  avmt  etc  rclich6  dc 
dessus  rOrient.  Jc  le  fend  partir  demain  pour  le  Caire, 
avec  bonne  et  sflre  escorte.  Est*il  vrai  que  vous  m'en- 
voyez  Demui  ?  Sa  troupe  me  seroit  bien  utile,  si  elle 
ne  vous  Test  pas.  Sahit  et  aniki6  franche,  mon  cher 
General.   De  vos  nouvelles ;  de  vos  nouvelles. 

J.  Menou. 


TRANSLATION. 


,  Rosetia,  August  4/A. 

J.  M^NOU,*  General  of  Division,  to  General  Ki.ebbr» 

What  a  calamity,  my  dear  General,  has  befallen 
our  fle^ !  It  is  dreadful  in  thie  extreme :  but  we  must 
take  heart,  and  rise  superior  to  our  misfortunes ! 

I  shall  dispatch  your  Aide-de-Camp  t  to-jnorrow 
morning,  together  with  the  Conunissary,  in  an  advice- 
boat  to  Cairo.    I  have  had  no  details  from  Aboukir.^ 

*  Menou  wa9  wounded  at  the  attack  on  Alexandria,  and  left 
in  consequence  of  it,  with  the  conunandof  Rosetta.  The  French 
reckon  him  one  of  their  best  officers. 

t  Loyer.    See  the  preceding  letter. 

t  They  must  have  arrived  soon  after  this  letter  was  finished : 
^r  Loyer's,  which  is  dated  the  same  day,  says,  they  had  then  reach- 
ed him,  and  that  he  was  to  take  them  with  him  to  Bonaparte. 
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Not  having  any  cayalry  with  ipae»  I  Cannot  i^spittcb  t 
messenger  over  land;  and tfae^upf  at^heioiouth^tlic 
rivser  is  so  violent,  that  it  is  ^wbkAe  utmoaX  difficttltx 
and  danger  we  can  pass  it  J* 

I  l^ave  still  some  faint  hopes  dkat  call  is  not  lost^  If 
you  have  any  intelligence  of  the  tartanes,  and  other 
vessels,  virhich  had  on  board  the  artillery,  cartridges, 
and  other  necessaries  of  the  army,  I  beg  you  to  com- 
municate it  to  me  ;  for  we  are  in  extreme  want  of  them 
all  here,  and  at  Cairo, 

If  you  could  also,  without  risk,   send   round   the 
baggage  of  the  army,  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence, as  it  might  then  be  forwarded  to  head  quar*  • 
ters. 

Finally,  my  dear  General,  let  me  hear  from  you — 
I  am  axious  to  know  every  circumstance  relative,  as 
well  to  you,  as  to  the  ruins  of  our  fleet.  I  am  about  to 
send  you  a  courier,  which  is  just  arrived  from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief;  he  has  dispatches  for  you.  Every 
thing  is  tolerably  tranquil  here ;  but  we  are  obliged  to 
keep  a  good  look  out  1 

I  have  again  arrested  Coraim,t  who  had  been  released 
on  board  the  L'Orient,  and  sent  on  shore.  I  shall  send 
him  to  Cairo  to-morrow  under  a  strong  escort.     Is  it 

^  Mcnou  Jiad  a  considerable  number  of  horse  at  Rosetta,  and 
yet  he  did  not  think  them  sufficient  to  escort  a  courier  to  the 
fort  of  Aboukir,  garrisoned  by  Frenchmen,  and  not  more  than 
eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  town  I  Can  our  readers  wish  for  a 
more  convincing  proof  of  the  state  of  security  in  which  the 
French  live  in  Egypt,  or  of  the  complete  possession  which  they  so 
truly  declare  in  their  official  papers,  they  now  have  of  the  country. 

t  The  Cheriff  mentioned  in  Loycr's  letter. 
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true  that  you  are  thinking  of  sending  me  Demui  i  His 
troop  will  be  extremely  serviceable  to  me,  if  you  have  no 
occasion  for  it  at  Alexandria*  Health  and  friend^p, 
my  dear  Geoeral*  Let  me  hear  from  you ;  for  God's 
sake,  let  me  hear  from  you. 

]•  Mengu, 
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No.  XXX. 

Rosette  en  Egypt e^  le  i*]  Therttiidor^  an  6. 

£•  Poussi£LGU£>  ControUur  des  Dipenses  de  VArmie 
d'Orienti  et  Administrateur  General  des  Finances. 

INo^s  venons,  nut  bonne  amie>  d'etre  temoins  du  plus 
sanglant  et  du  plus  malheurcux  combat  naval  qui  se  soit 
donne  diepuis  bien  de$  siecles..  Nous  n*en  savons  pas 
enc<ve  toutes  les  circonstances,  mais  celles  que,  nous 
connoissons  sont  affreuses. 

L'escadf e  Fran^oise  composee  de  1 3  vaisseaux  de  ligne, 
dont  un  a  trois  ponts  de  120  canons,  et  3  de  80^  ^tok 
mouUlee  et  embossee  dans  la  mauvaise  Baye  d'Aboukir, 
ou  Canope,  la  seule  qui  existe  sur  la  cote  d'Egypte, 
Depuis  8  jours  il  se  presentoit  souvent  des  vaisseaux 
et  f regates  Anglois  qui  venoient  connoltre  la  position  At; 
notre  escadre,  ensorte  qu'elle  s'attendoit  a  tout  moment 
a  etre  atfaqiiee.  De  Rosette  a  Aboukir  il  n'y  a  en  Ugn« 
droite  que  4  lieues  et  demie ;  des  hautevrs  de.  Rosett^ 
nous  distidgi|iOns  parfaitement  notre  escadre.  Le  14 
de  ce  mols,  a  5^  heures  du  soir,  nous  entendimes  des 
coups  de  canon ;  c'etoit  le  commencement  du  combat* 
Nous  montames  sur  les  terrasses  des  plus  hautes  maisons, 
et  sur  les  petiteS' eminences,  et  nous  distinguames  par- 
faitement 10  vaisteaux  Anglois  ;  les  autres  ne  s'apper- 
ccyoient  pas.  La  canonnade  fut  tres-vive  jusqu'a  9I 
heyres  du  soir,  que  nous  apper9umes  a  la  faveur  de  la 
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nuit  une  tres«grande  lumiere,  qui  nous  anncm9a  qu'un 
Taisseau  briiloit.  Alors  le  feu  du  canon  redoubla  de 
Vitesse ;  i,  lo  heures  le  vaisseau  qui  brflloit  sauta  avec 
un  bruit  epouvantabk^  et  qui  s'entendit  a  Rosette  comme 
on  entendit  a  Paris  Fcxplosion  de  Crenelle.    A  cet  ac- 
cident succeda  une  nuit  profonde  et'  un  silence  parfait 
jpendant  dixmUnite^.    E^trela  vue  et  ^o^ie  de  Texplosion 
il  se  passa  pour  nous  deux  minutes ;  le  feu  reprit  et 
dura  sans  interrupUon  jusqu^a  trdis  heures  du  flaacin  4  ^ 
il  cessa  presqu'cntierement  jusqu'a  5  heiires>  quSl  reprit 
avec  plus  de  vivacite  que  jamais.   Je  me  portai  sur  uoe 
tour  qui  est  a  une  portee  de  canon  de  Rosett^^  et  4}u'on 
iippeHe  Aioul  Mandmry  de  la  je  vis  trcs-difltincteivieat  la 
bataHle.    A  8  heures  du  matin  j'apper9us  u^  taisseau 
qui  brufloit ;  au  bout  d'une  demi4)eure  je  vis  toot-a- 
coup  sauter  en  Tair  un  autre  vaisseau  qui  oe  br £dait  pas 
auparavant ;  son  explosion  fvt  comme  celle  de  la  veiile. 
Le  yaisseaii  qui  brfiloit  s'eloigaoit  de  1%  o6te,  4e  feu  <ti* 
tninua  Insensiblement,  et  nous  pr^sumons   ^on  at 
patvenu  a  P6teindre. 

Pendant  ce  tems-li  les  canonilades  redoub]o(ent :  um 
gros  vaisseau  d^mite  de  ses  trois  «Q^tfr  et^t  ecfaoii^  a  la 
c&te;  on  en  vojroit  d^autres  parmi  les  eseadt^s  qui 
€toient  pareillement  d£mlt6s  enti^penieitt ,  mais  les 
deux  escadres  sembloient  s-'^tre  mileeCy  et  Aout  ne  pou^ 
rions  distinguer  les  An^ois  des  Franfoisi  ni  t»voir  de 
quel  c&t£  etoit  Tavantage.  Le  feu  a  CQtiBUvi  toute  sa 
vivacitis  jusqu'a  presde  2  heures  apres-aaididii  15;  4 
cette  heure  nous  avons  vu  deux  va^eaux  dc  Ugne  et 
deux  frigates  mettre  toutes  leurs  Voiles  ay  veni^  et 
prendre  la  route  de  FEst ;  nous  leur  i^ehiUknes  4  Wnu 
4  le  pavilion  Francois ;  aucun  au^e  vaisseau  no 
bougea»  et  le  feu  cessa. 
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Vers  6  heuces  du  jsoir,  je  xetoumai  a  la  tour  d'id)ouU 
Mandour  pour  reconnoitre  ia  position  des  ascadres ;  elit 
etoit  la  mene  qu'a  2  heures.  Les  jquatre  vaisaeaux  ^ 
ia  voile  etoient  devant  Temboudiutt  du  Nil.  Horn  ne 
savions  que  conjecturer ;  24  heures  s*etoient  iamUes 
sans  que  personne  fiit  veau  nous  donner  des  detsiiby  et 
nous  6tions  dans  rimpossibilit6  de  nous  en  procurer; 
par  terre  a  cause  des  Arabes  qui  £toient  rassembles 
entre  Rosette  et  Aboukir ;  par  mer  a  cause  de  la  diili- 
ciilt6  de  sortir  de  Tembouchure-du  Nil  au  Bogasse. 

Tu  peux  juger  de  nptre  iippatience,  de  notre  per-  . 
plexit6«  Nous  tirions  un  mauvais  augure  de  ce  silence. 
II  fallut  encore  passer  dans  cette  incertitude  Ik  autt  du  15 
au  i6.  Enfin  le  16  au  matin,  un  bateau  parti  dans  la 
nuit  d'Alexandrie^  nous  donna  quelques  ditails  oiais 
facheux ;  il  nous  drt  que  des  oflkiers  de  Tescadce  Ezan- 
faise  qui  s'etoient  sauv^s  a  Alexandrie  dans  une  cha^ 
loupe,  avoient  rapport^  que  des  le  coa^xiencemeni  du 
combat  TAmiral  Bnieys  avoit  refu  trots  bles^ure^  graves, 
une  a  la  tete  et  deux  au  corps,  qu'il  voulut  reeter  1  sa 
place  sur  le  banc  de  quart,  et  qt|*un  quatxijeine  coop  de 
canon  I'emporta  par  le  milieu  du  corps.  Que  le  Capi- 
taine  de  Pavilion  Casablanca  avolt  au  meme  moment  et6 
emporte  d'un  coup  de  canon.  Qii^on  s'apper^  aiofc 
que  le  feu  6toit  au  vaisseau/qu'on  n'avoit  pti  parvenir  a 
r^teindre,  et  qu'enfin  il  avoit  sauti  a  10  heures  du  soii^ 
lis  ajoutoient  que  notre  escadre  6toit  abtm6e  et  perdue, 
que  quatre  vaisseaux  s*€toient  sauv^s ;  mais  que  le  reste 
itoit  perdu. 

Je  retournai  i  la  tour.  '  Je  retrouvai  ies  choses  abso- 
lument  dans  le  m£me  etat  que  la  veilie,  elles  itoient 
teWcs  encore  bier  soir  et  ce  matin. 
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Voici  comme  le  tout  se  prescntoit  a  nos  ycux  en  par- 
tant  de  la  tour  d'Aboukir,  vue  a  gauche»  et  suivant  i 
droite  de  Thorizon. 

Le  I*'  vaisseau  n'a  point  fle  mat,  ct  porte  pavilloa 
Anglois. 

Le  2*  et  le  3*  sont  en  bon  etat ;  on  n'cn  distingue  pas 
pas  le  pavilion.     Le  4«  a  perdu  un  mat. 

Le  5«  en  bon  ^tat,  et  porte  pavilion  Anglois. 

Le  6«  a  perdu  son  mat  de  hunc,  ce  matin  on  y  elevott 
un  fock  et  une  voile  quarr6e. 

Le  7*  est  sansraabde  perroquet. 

Le  8^  est  rase. 

Le  9«  est  rase,  il  lui  reste  son  mat  de  beaupre. 

Le  io^d6mate-de  ses  trois  mats,  ce  matin  on  attachoit 
une  voUe  au  mat  de  Ijeaupre. 

.  Les  II*,  12*,  ct  i3*formoient  unecspcce  degrouppe, 
on'  ne  comptoit  que  fmits  pour  ccs  trois  vaisseaux. 

Le  14*  n'a. que  soil  mat  de  mizaine. 

Le  15*  a  perdu  ses  perroquets  de  mizaine  et  d'artimon. 

Le  16*  est  entierement  Jiase. 
.  Le  17*  a  perdu  son  perroquet  d'artimon. 

Le  18*  n'a  que  le  mat  de  mizaine. 

Lcs  19*,  20*,  et  le  2t«  forment  un  grouppe  ou  Ton  ne 
vok  que  quatre  mats,  et  point  de  perroquets. 

Le  22*  est  entierement  rase  et  echouS  ;  il  a  pavilion 
Anglois,  on  travaiUe  a  le  remettre  a  flot,  et  a  le  mater  de 
petits  mats. 
•    Le  2 J*  est  en  kon  etat,  il  avoit  pavilion*  Anglois. 

Le  24^  est  en  bon  etat. 

Voila  tout  Ce:que  j'ai  pti  distingjuer. .  II.  en^esultc 
que  les  Anglois,  quoiqu'ils  ayent  eu  Tavantage,  ont  M 
extremement  mal-traites,  puisqu'ils  n'ont  pu  pour^iirvre 
ceux  de  nos  vaisseaux  qui  s'en  sont  ali6s  le  15. 
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Depuis  deux  jours  tous  ces  vaisseaux  sont  dans  Tin- 
action,  et  semblent  aneantis. 

Ce  matin  il  nous  est  venu  des  nouvelles  d'Alexandrie 
qui  confirment  nos  pertes.  Le  Contre  Amiral  Decrets  a. 
cte  tue,  ainsi  que  le  Vice- Amiral  Blanquet  Duchaila. 

Le  Tonnant  est  celui  qui  s'est  battu  le  dernier.  Du- 
petit  ThouarSy  qui  le  commandoit,  a  eu  les  deux  jambes 
cmportees  d'un  coup  de  canon.    Les  vaisseaux  sauves 

8Q|it  le  Guillaume  Tell,  le ,  les  frcgates  la 

Diane  et  la  Justice.    On  dit  c'est  I'Artemise  qui  a  saut£ 
avant  hter  matin. 

II  reste  encore  bien  des  choses  a  apprendre  de  ce 
combat.  On  dit  que  T Amiral  Anglois  a  envoye  un  par- 
lementaire  a  Alexandrie,  demander  qu'on  re90t  et  quW 
soignat  ses  blesses  qui  montent  a  1500*  II  nous  rend 
tous  nos  prisonniers. .  J 'ignore  ce  qu'on  decidera. 

Vous  recevrez  en  France  des  relations  oiScielles  de  noud 
etxies  Anglois.  J 'ignore  ce  qu'ellesdiront ;  maistu  peux 
compter  sur  ce  que  je  t'ecris,  parce  que  j'ai  vu. 

Communique  ma  lettre  a  la  Citoyenne  Corancez. 
Son  fils  se  dispense  par  cette  raison  de  lui  donner  ces 
details,;  d'ailleurs  je  Toccupe  a  autre  chose.  Deja  il  a 
icnt  six  lettres,  et  n'en  a  refu  aucune.  Je  n'ai  point 
de  nouvelles  du  Citoycn  Mony,  que  j*ai  npmmc  Agent 
a  Demanhour.  Derances  qui  avoit  ete  malade,  est  bien 
remis,  il  est  avec  moi.  Martin  se  porte  tres-bien,  et 
n'a  pas  re^u  un  mot  de  sa  famitle.  J'ai  6te  le  seul 
heureux,  puisque  j'ai  eu  trois  lettres  de  toi  depuis  que 
je  suisen  Egypte.  II  s'en  est  surement  perdu  plusieurs, 
puisque  les  Anglois  nous  ont  pris  beaucoup  de  couriefs. 

J'ai  fait  faire  ici  mon  portrait  dessine  en  profil  par  un 
habile  artiste,  le  Citoyen  Denon.  On  le  trouve  trSs- 
ressemblant  y  mais  nous  avons  tant  d'Anglois^autour  dm 
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mftk  ql*  j«,if  &i^  t€  Vtnvoft^,  crainte  qu*fl  aille  en  An- 
glettere,  ou  au  fond  dc  la  men  Je  votidrois  bicn  te  le 
pWrter  mrt^nifefne.  Sbly  sfire  qTi*aussIt6t  que  j'en  aurai 
lipe^ksion;  (pxtjt  ne  cess^af  de  s6Hichef,  jc  partirai. 
II  h'y  a  p^  de  fortune  <)ui  pufese  me  retenir.  Jc  con- 
cehttrois  i  ait^er  aupfes  de  to!  hud  comme  la  main. 

Do  feste  jc  me  porte  a  merveiHe.  Demam  matin  jc 
pars  pour  fe  Caire  dans  un* j6li  b2timent,  zvtt  le  tresoV  et 
le  Payeuf  General,  dftux  avisos",  250  hommes  d*escori<!; 
e¥  plus  de  40  passag<irs.  J'eiftporte  uti  ftiperbe  cheval 
Arabe,  dont  un  Chcick  m'a  fait  present  fch  Nous  al- 
locs par  \t  Nil.  Adieu*,  ma  bonne  petite,  aime-iiioi 
toajbtrfj  Men,  et  rappcfle-moi'  au'  ^tiVfertlr  d*e  touSr  nos 
a*mir.    Jc  f  embras^  aittsi  que  mes  enfahs,  &c. 

foUSSlCLGOF. 


TRANSLATION. 


Rose/ta,  August  4/^. 

E.  PoussiiLCUE,*  Controller  tf  the  Bxftnces  of  the  ArMy 
of  tht  Eastp  and  Administrator  General  of  the  Finances. 

We  have  just  teen  witnesses,  my  dear  girl,  of  the 
most  bloody  and  unfortunate  nav^l  action  that  has  been 

♦  This  main  Was  originally  tf  merchant  of  Marseilles ;  biit'  hav- 
ifi^tf  taiciit  (6t  ilrtrtgUi*;  Kfe  was  sclifcted  by  tlic  Directory,  ^ho 
Jwdftc^eiftiy  ^l-ofit^d  by  HU  irigertuky,  tb  c6fr\x}fi  and  revolu'- 
tMnise  thr  kri)^  of  Mklta;   If  bW  v^iW  he  iitl6ceed<id,  the  recent 
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hof^  for  tHvftyf  ages.  We  do  pot  yei  kncfW  dl  the  cif -< 
cnmsrances  of  it,  hut  those  that  y^c  do  kvxyWf  are  hoN 
riblc. 

The  French  fleet,  coirtposed  of  thirteen  sail  of  the 
Kne,  of  which  one  was  a  thrte*  decker  of  rao  guns,  and 
three  of  80,  was  lAoored  in  the  incornModious  bay  of 
Aboukif ;  the  only  station  to  be  found  on  the  coast  of 
Egypt.  For  the  last  week  several  English  frigates  had 
frequently  reconnoitred  the  position  of  our  fle^t ;  so 
that  it  was  in  constant  expectation  of  being  attacked. 
From  Aboukir  to  Rosetta,  in  a  straight  line,  is  about 
ten  miles;  so  that  from  the  lieights  of  this  latter  place 
ouf  dhips  were  plainly  discernible. 

The  1st  of  this  month,  at  half  after  five  in  the  even- 
ing, we  heard  the  report  of  several  guns :  this  was  the 
c(Mhmencement  of  the  action »  We  immediately  got 
upon  the  roofs  of  the  highest  houses,  and  on  the  little^ 
eminences,  and  clearly  distinguished  ten  Engli&h  ves* 
seJs ;  the  others  were  not  yet  in  sight.    The  firing  watf 

surrender  of  that  island  declares  but  too  plainly.  He  had,  hdw« 
ever,  made  himself  too  obnoxious  to  the  Maltese  to  think  of  re^ 
niaining  there,  and  Bonaparte  who,  as  the  Cardinal  Antici  some- 
where observes,  «*  knows  how  to  distinguish,"  advanced  him,  in 
return  for  his  eminent  ^rviccs,  to  the  lucrative  post  in  which  w^e 
now  find  him. 

He  is  evidently  a  very  able  roan ;  and  his  letter  which  we  now 
lay  before  the  reader,  is  one  of  the  most  surprising  instanceif 
of  accuracy  of  observation,  and  fidelity  of  description,  that  we 
ever  remember  to  have  met  with.  It  has  been  shewn  to  many  of 
our  officers  who  were  in  the  engagement ;  and  they  unanimously 
concur  in  regarding  it  as  a  very  extraordinary  production. 

It  should  be  meirtioned  to  the  farther  credit  of  Poussielgue 
that  tm  could  at  no  time  have  been  nearer  than  sitfven  niilesto  tM? 
seeB^i/wbicb  be  so  ^•rrectiy  and  mimMy  describcK 
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exceedingly  brisk  till  a  quarter  after  nine,  when  we  per* 
ceived,  by  favour  of  the  nighty  a  prodigious  light,  which 
sufficiently  announced  to  us,  that  some  vessel  was  in 
flames — at  this  moment  the  fire  was  brisker  than  ever. 
At  ten  o'clock,  the  vessel  which  was  burning,  blew  up 
with  a  most  tremendous  noise,  which  was  heard  as 
plainly  at  Rosetta,  as  the  explosion  of  Crenelle  at  Paris- 
This  accident  was  succeeded  by  a  pitchy  darkness,  and 
a  most  profound  silence,  which  continued  for  about  ten 
minutes.  The  time  that  elapsed  between  our  seeing  and 
hearing  the  explosion  was  two  minutes.  The  firing 
now  began  again,  and  continued,  without  intermission, 
till  three  in  the  morning:  it  then  grew  very  faint  till 
five,  when  it  recommenced  with  more  fury  than  ever. 

1  now  took  my  stand  on  a  iowtf  called  Aboul-Man- 
dour,  about  a  mile  from  Rosetta,  from  whence  I  had  a 
clear  and  distinct  view  of  the  whole  engagement.  At 
eight  in  the  morning,  I  perceived  a  vessel  on  fire ;  about 
half  an  hour  after,  another,  which  did  not  appear  to  me 
to  have  been  oh  fire  before,  suddenly  blew  up  ;  its  ex- 
plosion was  as  dreadful  as  that  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing. The  vessel  which  was  burning  removed  further 
from  the  shore,  the  flames*insensibly  diminished,  and  it 
appeared  to  us,  that  the  crew  had  succeeded  in  extin- 
guishing them  altogether. 

During  this  time,  the  contest  raged  with  redoubled 
fury  :  a  large  vessel,  with  all  her  masts  carried  away, 
got  on  shore.  Several  others  appeared  totally  dismast- 
ed ;  but  the  two  fleets  were  so  intermixed,  that  wt 
could  not  distinguish  whether  they  were  French  or  Eng- 
lish ;  nor  possibly  make  out  which  side  had  the  advan- 
tage. The  firing  continued  as  warm  as  ever,  till  two  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  2d ;  at  which  period,  two  sail  of 
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Ae^ine^afad  two  friga&sV,c?ut  their  cable^i  mh  make 
$ail!to  the  eastward  with^^Hl  the  cahvas  they  totild  carry, 
Thc^e  vessels  we  clearly  ijistinguished  by  their  colours 
t6*  Bi^  FrVnc^i.  No  pther  vessel  stirred,  and  the  firing 
ceasea.       '  . 

About  sTx  in  the  evening  I  retiikmed  to^  the  tower  of 
AbouUMandour,  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  two 
squadrons :  it  was  the  same  as  when  I  left  it.  The  four, 
vessels  under  weigh  were  oflF  the  mouth,  of  the  Nile, 
We  jknew  not  what  to  think  of  it.  Twenty-four  hours 
were,paji,  and  not  a  soul  arrived  to' give  us  any  infor- 
mation. J  To  procure  any  ourselves  was  iiiipossjble  ;  by^ 
lind,  on  accotmt  of  the  Arabs,  who  were  assembled  Ije-. 
,  tween  Ro^tta  and  i^boukir ;  and  by  sea,  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  of  passing  the  bar,  and  the  swell  at  the 
mouth  or  the  Nile'. 

Thou  may'st  judge  of  our  impatience  and  perplexity. 
We  dr^Wja  very  unfavourable  augury  from  tnis  silence : 
we  were'cbihpelled,  however,  to  remain  in  this  state  ot 
uncertainty,  all  the  night  of  the  2d.  At  length,  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d^  a  boat,  *  which  had  slipped  out  in 
the  nij;lu  from  Alexandria,  brought  us  some  details ; 
but  of  a*  most  melancholy  nature.  They  told  us  that  . 
some  officers  of  the  French  fleet,  who  had  escaped  in  a 
shallop  to  Alexandria,  had  reported  that  soon  after  the 
commencement,  of  the  ai^tion,  Admiral  Bnieys  had  re- 
ceived three  dangerous  wouiids  ;  one  on  the  head,  and 
two  in  tKe  body ;  that  he  still  persisted  in  remaining  on 
the  quarter-deck ;  and  that  a  fourth  shot  had  ciit  him' 
i9  two;  that,  his  first  Captain  Casa^Bianca,  had  been 


*  That  whkk  brought  General  Loyer.  .See  his  letter.  No. 
XXVIU.  ^ 
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killed  at  the  tame  instant,  by  a  cannon  ball;  that  the 
ship  was  just  then  perceived  to  be  on  fire ;  that  thef 
could  not  succeed  in  putting  it  out ;  and  that  she  had 
finally  blown  up  about  ten  in  the  evening.  They -added, 
that  our  squadron  was  defeated  and  destroyed ;  that  four 
vessels  only  had  escaped ;  and  that  the  rest  were  in 
the  enemy's  hands. 

I  returned  to  the  tower,  and  found  every  thing  pre- 
cisely as  it  was  the  evening  before.  It  was  the  same 
yesterday,  and  is  still  so  this  morning. 

I  now  present  you  with,  an  exact  view  of  the  whole 
ecene,  as  it  appeared  to  us :  keeping  the  tower  of  Abouk^ 
Jcir  to  the  left,  and  directing  our  eyes  along  the  horizon, 
to  the  right. 

The  I  St  vessel  dismasted,  carries  English  cdours* 

The  2d  and  3d  in  a  good  condition,  colours  not  to  b» 
'  distinguished*    The  4th  has  lost  a  mast. 

The  5th  in  good  condition  ;  has  English  colours. 

The  6th  has  lost  a  top-mast ;  this  morning  she  hoisteA 
a  gib  and  square  sail. 

The  7th  has  lost  all  her  top-gallant  masts. 

The  8th  has  all  her  masts  by  the  board. 

.The  9th  ditto ;  except  her  bowsprit,  which  is  stand*, 
ing. 

The  loth  dismasted ;  this  morning  a  sail  was  bent  te 
her  bowsprit. 

The  nth,  1 2th,  and  13th,  form  a  kind  of  groupe, 
we  can  only  see  that  the  three  vessels  have  but  sew 
masts  between  them. 

The  14th  has  only  her  mizen  mast. 

The  15th  has  lost  her  mizen-top,  and  top-gallaAt 
jnasts. 

The  1 6th  has  aM  her  masts  by  the  boar^dl. 
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,  TiMt.i^thli^sloijrberniizeD  top-gallimt. 
^  ,The  x8th  has  lost  her-fere  and  main*matts 

The  19th,  aothr.and  aift,  form  a  groupe,  with  oti^f 
four  masts  standing — all  the  top-masts  g(Mie. 

The  a^d  entirely  dismasted,  and  on  sh<«»— has  Eng^t 
lish  colours  ;  they  are  endearoimng  to  get  her  o8>  mi 
tig  her  out  with  jury.  :m|asts. 

Tjie  23d  in  good  coadition  i  has  En^ish  colours* 

The  14th  dittos    This  is  all  that  I  could  distingsish^ 

T^eresult  is,,  t|ifit  though  the  English  are  victorious^ 
they  have  heen  very  roughly  handled :  this  is  cleari  from 
their  not  being  a^  to  follow  the  four  vessels  that  made 
QffQnthe2d. 

JF'or  two  days,  all  these  vessels  have  remained  inactive  ; 
thc^y  lie  IDce  logs  ip  the  water* 

This  morning  Intelligence  is  arrived  from  Alexan^ 
dria,' which  confines  our  losses.  Rear  Admiral  Deciis 
is  killed,  as  well  Ducheyla.  The  Tonnant  was  the  last, 
ship  that  struck*  Du  Petit  Thou^rs  who  commanded. 
her»lu4both  his  legs  carried  away  by  a  cannon  balL. 
The  vessels  that  escaped  are  the  OuiUauB)e  Tell  and  the 
•> «.  ^  ^  .;  the  frigates  are  the  Diana  and  the  Justice* 
Tliey  say  that  it  was  the  Artfmise  whiqh  blew  up  the 
moaning  before  yesterday. 

I  Ther^  is  much  still  to  be  learned  respecting  this  en* 
gjtgement.  The  English  Admiral,  they  tell  us,  has  sent 
m  flag  of  truce  to  Alexandria,  with  a  request  that  they 
WipuU  receive  and  take  care  of  the  wounded,  which 
amount  to  1500.  He  also  proposes  to  send  thp  pri- 
■ooerson shore.,    I  have  not  heard  what  answer  was 

Voli  will  btve  in  France  the  oflidal  relation  of  this 
Pa 
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event  from  Mft^iJ^drtltti.  I^ fcitf^  4»<H  ^tk  th^iiay 
say  ;  but  ««f  hftycst  «Iy  ti^^H'^i'Utriidkt'  fcbhfldeGcc 
dil'^l}iA*I*?««>^rltten,  becitisc  it^ig trhati'ttfW;^"^ 

Communictfti  My  Icfttfer  tor  tht  fcrtMt  Citizen  Cown^ 
c8«iflBH«»rf§aW  W  '9oA-  ^he"  trouble'  oJF  writing;^ 
tertdS^;  I^riM^:  m  liim^oaWt' something  else>-  He  hW 
already  written  six  letters,- aMt-Kis  not!  irecdvted  atf 
answsMe(^ji''6lP;<WimJ  Mi^*^fftax*d  nothing%f '(Sti* 
2^W&ky,^Whoni  I  haVe-'iri^dftited  A'^cnt  kt  Denikn- 
hmtV  DSritht^^;  who  hai  bditt  Hl/lis  quite  recoYtted  j 
MB  is'  vHtft=>«(?;-Martl!«s^ifi3<?  bas  riot  receive*  a 
slnj^  Ih^  fVdWi  Ills  fsLM\y.  '1^'am^  itit  ohl'y  fortbrtate 
person,  since  I  have  received  three  letteri^Tfytn  thee* 
since  I*hiyfe»*b^tt  M  j^fl;  nrtriy'^othtrt  have  un- 
doubtedly miscarried,  as  thfe  Eriglis'fc  Have  taken  seVdral' 

''^-h^^'^hW^/y  ffertbit  painWfTrt  profile  sihct T have 
beeA  here,  by  Citizen  Denou*,  a  slcitfiil  artist. '^They' 
t^ltitie  fhiat^  k  is  extremely  like — ^buV  we  havfe  so  miny 
EhgKsh  abbiit  Us,  tbat  I  dare  not  send -it,  forftar  it* 
shAbfA :fin(l  its  way  to^  Ehgland,  or  to  the  bottom  cpF  th^ 
sea4*  How  happy  should  I  be  to  bring  it  to  thee  myself  t 
B^  t soured  ^hat  the  moment  Fcan  obtain  my  ^ischarge^ 
which  I  solicit  night  and  day,  i  wiH  quit  thi^ 'ooutttiy.* 
No  foirt<ine  in  the  world  shall  keep  me  here.  I  would 
ccmsent  vrith  pleasure  to  return  to  thee^  ak  naked*  as  IT 
was  bom.  "  '  -  '  '.,*'" 

For'the  resty  myltcaWi  «r  extremely  good.    Tset  out 
for  Cairo  to-morrow  momintg^  in  a  handsome  passage-'^ 
boat,  with  the!  military  chest,  the  Paymaster-^ittrai'* 
two  advice-boats,  an  escort  of  250  men,  and  more'thkn^ 
40  passengers.    I  take  with  me  a  fine  AraUaii  hbnej 
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vUch  a  Cheik  here  made  me  a  present  of.   We  go  by 
the  Nile. 

Adieui  my  dear  little  girl,  love  me  always  well,  and 
remember  me  to  all  our  friends.  I  embrace  thee  teni- 
ierly,  as  wtU  as  taf  ^^XiAn, 

POUSSIELCUE. 
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No.  XXXI: 

AUxandrii^  5  FruHuhr. 

Li  Cmtn  Jmiral GAvrtAvut,  au  GiniraJ  Bruix, 
Msnistn  de  la  Marine  it  dis  Cohniis. 

Gtoyitt  Ministrif 

Obligb"  de  vous  rendre  compte  du  plus  sinistre  det 
irjiieinensy  c'est  avec  une  douleur  amere  que  je  m'ac* 
qtutte  de  ce  triste  devoir. 

Onze  vai^seaux  pris»  brlfi^Sy  et  perdus  pour  la  France^ 
IK>8  bons  officlers  tuesy.  ou  bless^s^  les  cotes  de  notre 
nouvelle  colonic  exposes  a  I'invasion  de  repnemi,  tels 
sont  les  aflFreux  risultats  d'un  combat  naval  qui  a  eu 
fieu  dans  le  nult  du  14  du  mois  dernier,  entre  Tarmee 
Franfoise  et  celle  Britannique  aux  prdres  du  Contre 
Amiral  Nelson. 

Par  Thabitude  que  vous  avez-eu,  Citoyen  Ministre^ 
dans  nos  ports,  durant  le  cours  de  cette  guerre,  il  vous 
jera  sans  doute  £acile  de  juger  si  dans  un  escadre  armee 
ausu  a  la  hate  que  le  notre,  nous  pouvions  esperer  une 
bonne  composition  d'equipage,  et  trouver  dans  det 
bommes,  rassembl€s  au  hazard  presqu'au  moment  du 
depart,  des  Matelots  et  canonniers  habiles  et  experi* 
mentes/  La  belle  saison  cependant,  Tattention  et  les 
soins  des  chefs,  quelque  hazards  peut-etre,  avoient  tel- 
leioeDt  second^  cctte  escadre,  qu'elle  6toit  parvei^ue. 
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tVGC  son  convoiy  sans  perte  ni  accident,  sur  les  c6tes, 
dTgyptc. 

L'Amiral  voiis  aura  sans.doute  d6ja  rendu  compte 
qu'S  notre  arrivce  a  Alcx^drie,  nous  avions  apprfs 
qu'une  escadre  Angloise  de  14  vaisseaux  y  avoit  paru 
trois  jours  avant  nous.  Pj:ut-etre  €toitcil  conyenable  de 
quitter  une' telle  c6te  aussit6t  que  la  descente  avoit 
eu  lieu  ;  mais  attendant  les  ordres  du  G6n6ral  en 
Chef,  la  presence  de  notre  escadre  devant  donner  une 
force  d'opinion  incalculable  a  I'arm^e  de  terre^  TAmi- 
ral  crut  ne  devoir  abandonner  ces  lieux,  et  pren* 
dre  au  contraire,  une  position  stable  au  mouillage  dt 
Bequiers. 

Cette  rade  par  sa  proximitc  avec  Rosette,  lui  ofiroit 
les  moyens  de  recevoir  les  approvisionnemens  dont  Tes- 
cadre  avoit  besoin,  et  d%  renouveller,  quoiqu'avec  des 
]f>eines  et  risques  infinies,  une  partie  de  Teau  que  Tescadre 
consommoit  journalierement.'  Une  ligne  d'embossage 
fut  done  tnalheureuscment  d€termin€~  daiis  un  lieu  ou- 
vert,  et  que  la  terre  ne  pouvoit  protegcr. 

Des  funestes  avis  Tefus  par  des  neutres,  annonfoient 
le  retour  de  Tescadre  ennemi :  elle  a  €ti  vue  sur  Tlsle 
de  Candiie,  faisant  route  dans  TOuest.  La  manoeuvre  de 
cette  escadre,  qui,  sup6rieure  a  la  notre,  ne  nous  ayoit 
point  attendu  devant  Alexandria,  qui  retournoit  dans 
l*Ouest,  quand  nous  executions  nos  operations  de  de- 
scente, qu'elle  auroit  peu  facilement  contrarier,  Stablit 
malheureusement  I'idee  qu*elle  n'avoit  pas  ordre  de  nous 
tttaquer,  et  une  trop  grande  et  funeste  sScuritfi. 

Lc  2  Thermidor,  cependant,  deux  fregates  ennemips 
Itoient  venues  nous  observer,  et  le  14  i  deux  heures  du 
joir,  Tescadre  ennemi  fut  a  la  vue  de  la  notre.  Quar- 
torze  vaisseaux  et  deux  bricks  la  composoient.   Le  vent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ai6  COPIES  OF 


€toit  au  Nord)  joli  fraix*  Elle  s'avance  sous  i 
voiles  versleniouilIage4e  Pannfe^  et  annom 


;  toutes  set 
annonce  le  des-^ 
sein  de  no^s  attaquer.      , 

Les  mcsures  que  prit  VAmiral  en  cctte  occasioa,  la 
resolution  ^e  combatire  a  Tancre,  ct  eofin,  les  resultats 
i^  cette  horrible  affaire^  siont  defailles  dans  un  precis  des 
faits  que  je  vpusadr^ssq  ci-joint,  et  je  les  ai  traces  teU 
4ue  je  les  ai  vus  dans  cette  cruelle  et  trc^  horrible  nuit. 
\  ^L*0^ient  incendie,  cefut  par  un  hazard  que\je  n'6sei 
cpmprendre  que  je  91'echappie  au  milieu  des  flanunesy 
et  que  je  fus  re9u  dans  un  canot  qui  se  trouvoit  engag£ 
sous  la  voute  du  vaisseau,  et  n'ayanf  pu  parvenir  a  bord 
du  yaisseau  du  General  Villeneilve,  je  me  rendis  apres 
son  depart  en^  .ce  lieu,  d*ou  j'ai  la  douleyr  de  vous  trans- 
mettre  d'atissi  tristes  details. 

Le  Franklin,  le  Spartiate,  le,Tonnant,  le  Peupl^ 
Souverainj  et  le  Conquerant  oot  €te  pris,  -^marinis^ 
mattes  avec  des  mats  de  hune,  et  ont  fait  rouje  avec  Tes* 
cadre  ennemi,  qui  depuis  le  jo,  a  quitte  qettc  c6te,  en 
laissant  une  division  de  quatre  vaisseaiix  et  deyx  fie« 
gates. 

Le  Mercurc,  I'Heureu^i  et  le  Gucrrier,  ont  ^te  in- 
cendies  par  I'ennemi.  Les  deux  premiers avoient-echouis 
pendant  le  combat,  et  etoient  creves  quand  Tennemi  les 
a  amarin^s. 

•  Le  Timoleon  hors  d'etat  de  mettre  a  la  voile,  a  6te' 
volontairement  jette  a  la  cote  par  le  Capitaine  Txulet, 
et  incendie,  apres  avoir  sauve  dans  ses  bateaux,  et  ceux 
qui  lui  ont  ete  envoyes,  tout  son  equipage. 

Les  deux  fregates,  TArtemise  et  la  Serieuse  ont  et6 
pcrdues,  sans  que  reni>emi  ^n  put  profiter :  la  prejnlei'A 
ete  brulee ;  I'autre  coulee. 

Les  seules  restes  de  cette  deplorable  armee  se  reduisent, 
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done  a  la  division  de  frigates,  corveltesj  et  flutes,  qui 
ctoit  mouillee  a  Alexandrie^  et  a  celle  du  Gren^ral  Vil- 
leneuve,  qui  par  une  manceuvre  hardie,  est  echappee  a 
rennemi.  Vous  vcrrez  par  mon  precis  que  cette  divi- 
sion est  compos^e  de  deux  vaisseaux,  et  de  deux  fre* 
f^Xts,  le  GuiUaume  Tell,  le  Gencreux,  la  Diane,  et 
h  Justice. 

Place  par  mon  grade  a  la  tete  de  notre  malheuixtuse 
armee,  qui  reste  en  lieu,  TAmiral  Nelson  m'a  propose 
la  remise  des  blesses  et  autres  pdsouniers.  De  ccuaceitt 
y^ec  le  General  Kleber,  commandant  la  pbce,>*;a.ac« 
^uiesce  a  cette  proposition,  et  trois-mille-cent  prison* 
liters,  dont  800  blesses,  nous  sont  parvenus  depuis  le  17 
ThermidojT. 

Par  le  moyen  de  cette  communication,  nousavo^f  eip 
qiielques  apperf us  sur  toutes  nos  pertes  personj^^/c^es ;  mt 
plume  s'arrete  en  etant  obUg6e  a  vous  tracer  ces  m4hf  iM's, 

.L'Amiral,les  Chefs  de  Division,  Casa-*Buaca,Th^er 
nan,  du  Petit  Thouars  oat  p£ri:  six.  ai;Uxes  o^fvqieif 
commandants,  dont  les  noms  sont  ci-joints,  ont  €t€  dan- 
gireusement  blesses.  Je  n'ai  po  jusqu'ace  jour  mepro* 
curer  un  6tat  exact  des  hommes  morts  et  blesses,  par 
le  xefusq^.m^a  fait  I'Amiral  Anglois,  d*envoyer  a  terre 
les  commissaires  des  vaisseaux  pris,  avec  leurs  r&les, 
ainsi  que  vous  le  verjez  par  la  copie  du  cartel  arr2t6 
dans  la  rade  de  Bequiers,  pour  la  remise  des  prisonniers 
que  je  joins  a  cette  lettre. 

Depuis  notre  affidrq^  les  croiseurs  ennemis  sont  mat* 
ties  de  toute  la  c6te,  et  ils  interceptent  toutes  nos  com« 
munications.  Les  jours  derniers,  ils  ont  arret6  le  Che« 
beck,  la  Fortune,  que  TAmiral  avoit  envoye  croiser  tur 
Damiette.  L'escadre  Angloise,  ainsi  que  j'ai  eu  Thon- 
neur  de  vous  dire  plus  haut,  est  partie,  a  ce  qu'on  dit; 
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pour  la  Sicilei  le  30  du  mois  dernier,  et  la  divisioii 
qu'elle  a  laisse  en  station  sur  les  cotes,  est  composee  de 
quatre  vaisseaux  de  74  et  deux  fregates. 

Par  le  soin  qu'ont  toujours  les  Anglois  de  cacher  leurs 
pertes  interieures,  nous  n'avons  cu  aucune  do^n6e  cer- 
tain sur  chiles  qu'ils  ont  eprouvees.  On  nous  assure 
•cepcndant,  que  TAmiral  Nelson  a  ete  bless6s  dangfi- 
reusenent  a  la  tete ;  que  deux  Capitaines  ont  ete  tues^ 
et  on  cite  enfin,  deux  vaisseaux,  le  Majestic,,  et  le  Bel« 
'  lerophon,  conune  ayant  eu  300  hommes  hors  de  combat. 

Dans  la  disposition  ou  nous  sommes,  bloques  par  det 
forces  ennemis  trop  supcrieures,  j 'ignore  encore,  Ci- 
toyen  Ministre,  quel  sera  le  parti  que  nous  pourront 
tirer  du  foibles  moyens  maritimes qui  restent en  ce  port; 
mais  si  je  dois  vous  dire  la  verite,  telle  que  je  la  sens^ 
c*est  qu'apres  un  aussi  grand  d6sastre,  je  pense  qu'il 
n'y  a  plus  que  la  paix  qui  puisse  eonsolider  r6tablisse« 
ment  de  hotre  nouvelle  colonie.  Pui$sent  nos  govemen^ 
sous  la  procurer  solide  et  hondrable. 

Je  suts  avec  respect, 

GANTEAtrMKi 
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TRANSLATION. 

Jbxandria,  August  2%d^ 

Rear  Admiral  (jAVTMAVun/^  to  General  Brvix, 
Minister  of  the  Marine ^  and  of  the  Colenies. 

Gtizen  Minister, 

Obligbd  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  most  fatal  of 
disasters,  it  is  with  piercing  and  heart-felt  sorrow,  that 
I  acquit  myself  of  this  melancholy  part  of  my  duty. 

*  Our  last  was  from  a  spectator  on  shore.  We  now  present 
mir  readers  (and  we  do  it  with  great  satis&ction)  with  a  narra* 
tive  of  ^  engagement,  from  one  who  was  an  actor  in  it;  teoa 
•ne  who  might  have  said  with  Aoeas, 

■       quaeque  ipse  miserrima  vidi, 
Et  quorum  pais  roi^^  fui  I 

from  Ganteaume,  in  short,  Rear  Admiral  of  the  fleet,  who  was 
onboard  the  I'Orient  during  the  action— which  he  describes  witk 
die  precision  of  a  seaman,  and  the  feeliags  of  a  patriot. 

These  dispatches  are  addressed  to  Bmxx.  They  are  coofiAeo* 
dal,  and  such  as  would  certainly  have  never  transpired,  but  for 
the  event  which  threw  them  into  our  hands.  If  this  correspondence 
reach  the  minister  of  marine  (whidi  we  have  no  doubt  but  it  wiQ) 
be  may  still  profit  by  it.  We  have  given  it  with  fidelity. 

We  think  these  two  papers  give  the  fullest  account  of  the  gjto* 
rious  event  of  the  first  of  August,  that  has  yet  appeared.  It 
should  be  observed,  however,  that  the  letters  from  our  fleer 
were  all  on  board  the  Leander ;  and,  as  we  have  already  ob* 
served,  were  destroyed  by  her  galbint  commander,  previous  to 
striking.— We  are  not,  indeed,  without  a  portion  cf  infiirmaiioa 
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Eleven  $ail  of  the  line  taken,  burnt,  luid  lost  for 
France,  our  best  officers  killed  or  wounded,  the  coasts 
of  our  new  colony  laid  open  to  the  invasion  of  the  ene- 
piy ;  such  are  th^^^Q^^JTul  results  of  an  engagement 
which  took  place  on  tne  night  of  the  ist  instant,  be* 
twcen  our  fleet  and  that  of  the  English  under  the  com- 
loand  of  AdnurairNelion. 

From  the  experience  which  you  .have  had,  Citizes 
Minister,  in  pur  ports  during  the  CQiurse  of  this  war,  it 
will  doubtless  be  easy  for  you  to  judge,  whether  the 
crews  of  a  fleet  so  hastily  fitted  out  at  ours,  could  h% 
reasonably  expected  to  be  well  composed  ;  and  whether 
we  could  hope  to  find  amongst  men  coftected  at  random 
as  it  were,  almost  at  the  very  instant  of  our  depanufe^ 
able  mariners,  and  skilftil  and  experienced  canndiveers. 
The  favourable  season,  however,  the  care  and  attention 
of  theoflScers,  and,  perhaps,  a  certain  portion  of  goodluck, 
j^conded  the  progress  of  the  fleet  so  effectually,  that,  to- 
gether with  its  convoy,  it  reached  the  coast  of  E^pt 
without  any  accident  whatever. 

The  Admiral  has  most  assuredly  informed  you  that 
on  oi]r  arrival  at  Alessandria,  we  learned  that  an  Eng- 
Usfy  squadron  of  14  sail  had  been  there  three  days  before 
us.  It  w<n^  hafve  beea  the  most  prudent  step  perhapi^ 
taliave  jquittod  the  coast  the  moment  the  dcacent  had  been 
effected';  but  the  Admiral,  who  waited  for  the  orders* 
of  the  Commander  iti  Chief  (whose  army  naturally  de- 
an the  fii^ext^  b;Lit  still  it  i&  flattering  to  see  a  hrave  and  able 
pfliccr^^^fgrsui^iQajiteauine  is,)  bearing, t^^timony  in  his  o0icial 
^i^ments,  t9  ^^  superior  courage  and  skill  of.  oiir  intrepid 
fiountryqien.  ' 

*  If  we  wanfi^  ^y  additional  (Mroofs.of  the  falsehood  of  Bona^ 
parte,  this  paper  lyojUd  furnish  it*  To  iiyif r^  the  reputation  Qf 
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niMV^Tt^  d^feffie'ctf  confi'ddncc  from  the  prtsferite'pf 
tfce  iq4lttdk)iijdid  not  Mnk  hrmseif  justified  In  qtiittfrij^ 
tffe  ci^it/blil  i(3byt[  6n  ihe  conttaty,  a  strong  position  id 
tH^^afcKorihg  ^ouWa*  of  Bcquiers. 
'^If^his  fdad  by  iti  pi^hhhy  to  Kosfetta;  chatted  ht'm^itJ 
receive  on  board  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  fleet ; 
and  to  replace,  though  vv:ith  infinite,  risks  and  g^ioS|.sioine 
g^jtof  the  water  that  was  daily  cp^npn^eici  on  t)par,4v.I^ 
Wis  itbi^refore,  vuofoituastely  deteetnined  to  moor  tfhft 
^t  in  one  Uqei  tnanopen  sit<l^tt>^vaiyd  wliichtcotrtS 
ii§f  fce  protected  from*  the  short-."'  "^;'    '  '     ''"    ' 

'Tatal  intelHgenc^  receiyed  froijn  tinie'  to  tinie  hy  neiif* 
tral  Vessels,  announced  the  retura  ot  the  enemy's  squa-^ 
droB^  It  bad  bee?  jspen  off.  ife^  ^s}q  <rf  C^ia»  steering  » 
-tbe.wesl,wiu:d«  The>QonduGC:ofithkfleatylwhic&^.tho(jg^ 
Aiperior  to  durs^  had  llO^'  ^hed'-for^m^b^fbre  AlexdA^ 
dri*,  birt  nwdfe  ^ail  to  the  w^,  wAiIe  W  were  Irifecfin^ 
our  drsembarfcation,  "WHidi^if  fni^t/easily  ^ay^^ 
of  pl-eventi^d,  .Mphappj^^^^W^ W^>H%^"^  ^^^^^^^ 
it  hiKLnpprdei;^i!Qtj»t|^](,.^^a|id<^piKxl«^ 
and  fatal  sceiifitfyCi  V  '..o:  •  i.l.  ..Ma^  .Ji'   ^  : -o-^-  /-»^r.ft 


wirmett  tneno. 
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On  the  aist  of  July,  however,  two  of  the  enemy^i 
frigates*  reconnoitred  us,  and  on  the  31st,  about  two. 
In  the  afternoon,  their  whole  fleet  hove  in  sight.  It 
was  composed  of  14  sail  of  the  line^  and  two  brigs# 
the  wind  was  northerly  and  rather  fresh.   They  bore 


*  Sir  John  Sincliuf,  who  has  tak<in  h!s  ideas  of  ships  ib  the  Me- 
ifterraneafli  from  fliies  in  a  milk-pot,  ducks  in  a  pond,  or  gilt  boUtv 
and  streamers  in  a  garden  canal,  vtr^  propMy  i^eprehends  Mr. 
Pitt  for  not  having  madtf  the  victory,  more  complete,  by  causing 
all  the  ships  which  were  in  quest  of  Lord  l^elson,  to  find  ^imf. 
And  true  it  is,  that  if  these  two  frigates,^  and  two  or  three  more 
that  were  on  the  look  out  for  the  Admiral,  had  Joined  him  pre- 
vious to  the  engagement,  they  might  have  rendered  hi|n  somi 
tervke*  But  the  worst  is  yet  to  come :  for  we  can  seriously  assure' 
^  John,^t  if  these  veasels  had  not  perversely  found  the  Frfeikii* 
fleet  (for  which  their  captabs  ^hall  be  broke  when  he  is  first  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty)  while  they  were  searching  for  ours,  the  victory 
would  have  been  as  complete  as  heart  could  wish,  not  a  vessel, 
not  a  man  would  have  escaped  1.  It  was  .these  and  other  frigates 
whidi  afterwards  appeaird  that  alarmed  the  enemy,  and  Ooca«, 
iioned  all  those  measures  of  preeaution  and  security  whkh  vrh 
find  they  took ;  and  for  which,  if  Sir  John  will  be  pleased  to«om» 
pare  the  various  dates  of  this  and  the  following  dispatch,  he  will, 
see  they  had  safBcient  time. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  however,  we  are  not  inclined  to  be 
very  angry  with  the  ships,  in  question.  It  is  thought  by  many 
that  their  captains  possess  full  as  much  nautical  skiU  as  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  and  nearly  as  much  promptitude  and  zeal  for  the  service 
of  their  country ;  this  We  confess,  is  also  our  opinion,  and  when 
we  see  such  msn  anxiously  and  ardently  engaged  on  an  element 
ftrhich  no  human  power  can  controul,  and  in  a  service  which  no 
huiliah  abilities  can  effect  at  win,  we  are  ready  to  condude  that 
something  more  than  a  knowleiige  ofagricultiire  is  required  to 
oaable  us  to  judge  of  their  merits,  and  aonethiog  better  than  an 
Hch  of  finding  &ult,  to  Justify  aaaiMl^  00  die  plans  of  ^  mi- 
filler  «iio  ciDpl^  Ih^  1 
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down  with  a  press' of  sail  on  our  fleet,  and  clearly  xt^ 
nounced  a  design  to  attack  us. 

The  measures  which  the  Admiral  took  on  this  ocou 
sion,  the  resolution  to  engage  at  anchor,  and  the  results 
of  this  horrible  affair,  are  detailed  in  the  abstract,^ 
whidh  I  have  subjoined  to  the  present  letter;  in  that^^ 
I  have  delineated  every  circumstance  as  it  appeared  to 
me  on  this  too  grievous,  and  too  dreadful  night. 

The  L'Orient  took  fire.  It  was  by  an  accident  which* 
I  cannot  yet  comprehend,  that  I  escaped  from  the  midsf 
of  the  flames,  and  wa^  taken  into  a  yawl  that  was  lying 
under  the  ship's  counter.  Not  being  able  to  reach  thd 
vessel  of  General  Villeneuve,  I  made  for  this  place,  front 
;vif hence  I  have  now  the  mortification  of  transmitting 
you  these  melandholy  details. 

The  Franklin,  the  Spartiate,  the  Tonnant,  the  Peupl6 
Souvemin,  and  the  Conquerant  are  taken.  They  got 
their  top-masts  up,  and  sailed  with  the  enemy's  squa-r 
dron,  which  quitted  the  coast  on  the  i8th  of  August ; 
leaving  here  a  small  division  of  four  ships  of  the  line 
and  two  frigates. 

The  Mercure,  the  Iteureux,  and  the  Guerrier  have 
been  burnt  by  the  enemy.  The  two  first  ran  aground 
during  the  action,  and  were  bulged  when  they  took  pos* 
iession  of  them. 

The  Timoleon,  incapable  of  making  her  escape,  wii 
run  on  shore  by  Captain  Trulet,  who  set  her  on  fire, 
after  putting  all  the  crew  either  into  his  own  boats, 
or  into  those  Tfhich  were  sent  him  from  the  rest  of  tfa* 
fleet. 

The  two  frigates^  the  ArtSa^ie  and  tbeS6rieuso  wtjt 

♦  It  fellow's  this  letter. 
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destrbyciJ,  in  spifc  of  the  enemy's  endeavours  to  pre- 
serve them;  the  first  was  burnt,  and  the  other  sunk.  ^ 

The  sole  relicks  then  of  this  unfortunate  armament 
are  comprised  in  •  the  division  of  fri^te$»  corvets,  and' 
flutes,  which  are  now  at  Alf  xandiia^^  and  in  that  of 
Ceneral  Villeneuve,  who,  by  a  bold  nuaoeuvre,*  madfl^ 
his  escape  from  the  enemy.  YoQ  will  see  by  my  Ab^ 
stract,  that  this  latter  division  is  composed  ^f  two  $hips 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates, — ^the  Guillaumc  Tell,  thet 
Genereux,  the  Diane,  and  the  Justice.  .      ,     ' 

Placed  by  my  rank  at  the  head  of  that  part  ,of  pur 
unfortunate  armament  which  remains  h^re,  /kdmiral 
Nelson  proposed  to  me  to  receive  the  wounded,  and 
oilier  prisoners.  In  concert  with  General  Kleber,  com- . 
mandai^t  of  the  town,  I  have  ^ci^uidsc^  m^  :his  proposi- 
tioii;  and  three  thousand  one  hundred,  prisoners,  of 
whom  about  800  are  wounded,  have  been  put  on  shore, 
since  the  6th  of  August. 

By  means  of  tbis  correspondence,  we  have  collectccl, 
some  information  respecting  our  personal  losses.  .My 
pnen  trembles  in  my  hand  while,  in  conformity  to  my 
duty,  I  attempt  to  particularize  our  misfortunes. 

The  Admiral,  the  Chiefs  of  Division,  Casa-Bianca. 
Thevenard,  Du  Petit  Thouars,  are  killed,  and  six  other^ 
superior  officers,  whose  names  are  subjoined,*  danger- 
ously Wounded.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  an 
ekact  list  of  the  privates  killed  and  wounded,  on  account . 
of  Admiral  Kelson's  refusing  to  send  me  the  Commis- 
saries" of  the  captured  vessels,  with  their  roles  d^equipt^ge^, 

^  0eMtttuinedo«s  Vflletfc^tnrt  to6  moch  credit?  th«  merii  of 
die  escape  (such  as  it  is)  is  due  to  another  person. 

t  These  names  do  not  appear;  they  were,  probably,  omitted 
im  the  hurry  of  making  up  the  dispatches. 
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!$inct  the  action  the  enemy's  cruizers  are  masters  of 
the  whole  coast,  and  interrupt  all  our  communications. 
The  oth^r  day  they  captUred  the  Fortune,  a  corvet  which 
the  Admird  had  sent  to  cruil^e  dlF  Damietta.  The  Eng- 
lish squadron,  as  t  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  to  you 
above,  sailed  (it  is  sakl)  for  Sicily  on  the  i8th  instant. 
The  division  which  is  stationed  here,  consists  of  four 
seventy-fours  and  two  frigates. 

On  account  of  the  extraordinary  cafe  which  the  Eng* 
lish  always  take  to  conceal  their  loss  of  men,  we  have 
been  able  to  procure  no  infdrmation  on  the  subject  that 
can  be  relied  on.  Wc  arc  assured,  however,  that  Admi- 
ral Nelson  is  dangerously  wounded  in  the  head,  and  that 
two  captains  are  killed.  We  are  also  told,  that  two  of 
their  ships,  the  Majestic  and  the  Bellerophon,  had  each 
150  men  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  situation  in  which  we  are,  blocked  up  by  a  very 
superior  force,  1  am  still  ignorant.  Citizen  Minister, 
what  measures  we  shall  pursue  with  the  feeble  maritime 
resources  that  yet  temam  to  us  in  this  port^  but  if  I 
must  needs  speak  the  truth,  such  as  it  really  appears  to 
me,  I  then  say  that,  after  so  dreadful  a  disaster,  I  coK- 

CSIVS  NOTHING  BUT  A  PEACE  CAN  CONSOLIDATE 
THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OP  OUR  NEW  COLONY.  MAV 
OUR  GOVERNORS  PROCURE  US  A  SOLID  AND  HO* 
NOURABLS  ONE  ! 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Ganteaume. 
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Alexandria  le  i8  Tbermiddf, 

Precis  du  Combai  entre  VArntie  Navale  Frangpise*  ei  celU 
Britannique,' aux  ordres  du  Contre Amirall^ELsofi,  el 
dans  la  soiree  et  nuit  du  14  au,  15  Tbermidor,  an  6. 

A.  oBux  heures  du  soir  le  vaisseau  VHeureux  signtk  12 
Yoiles  a  TO.N.O.  Nos  vigies  Its  apperfurent  en  mcme  terns, 
et  en  compterent  successivenient  ju^qu'^  i6.  On  ne  tardf 
pas  i  reconnoitre  ces  batiments  pour  une  escadre  Angloist 
composee  de  14  vaisseaux,  et  2  bricks. 

Lcs  ennemjs  fiaisant  route,  iFor9ant  de  voiles  pour  le  mou- 
illage  de  I'armee,  ayant  un  brick  k  sondef  devant.  Ld  vent 
^toit  au  nord,  jolt  frais. 

Les  brkks  TAlcestie'  et  le  Railleur  avoient  eu  ordre  de 
mettre  sous  voUe>  et  de  se  lever  au  vent,  pour  empecher  la 
manoeuvre  de  cettc  moucbe. 

Les  signanx  de  branle  bas,  et  de  se  preparer  au  combat* 
prevenir  Tarmee  qu'elle  combattra  il  I'anore^  nppeller  les 
equipages  a  leurs  bords  respeci^  avoient  eu  Ueo  a  troit 
heures. 

Les  chaloupes  qui  etoient  a  Taiguade  avoient  egalement 
iti  rappelleej;  uncanot  de  VArtermse  avoit  ete  detache 
8ur  les  bancs  de  Rosette,  pour  prevenir  les  transports  qui  j 
etoient  fnouHles,  de  Papparition  de  Penneroi ;  et  enfin,  les 
frigates  et  les  corvettes  avoient  eu  ordre  de  verser  leurs  equi- 
pages sur  les  vaisseaux. 

L'escadre  ennemi  continuoit  des'avancer  sur  toutes  voiles, 
apres  avoir  donnc  ua  grand  tour  aux  brisans  qui  bordent 
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Vl$\e :  eUe  avoit  tenii  le  vent  diminu^  de  voitei  et  atmoa- 
(oit  le  dessein  d'attaquer  notre  arttiec. 

A  cinq  heures  troi8-<}iiarts  la  battcrie  de  I'islot  avoit  jetti 
quelques  bombes  qui  portcnent  tur  les  taisseaux  d«  tete  de  la 
ligne  enoemie.  A  six  heium  mOins  quelt^es  minutes,  Ic 
General  avcnt  fait  le  signal  de  commencer  le  combat*  et  pett 
de  terns  aprisy  le  deux  avant  gardes  se  cannonoient. 

Plusieurs  vaisseaux  epn^mis  ayant  dimmue  tout-lUeoup 
de  voQfSA  avoient  dpubU  k  tite  de  notre  (igne,  et  reouillant 
leurs  ancres  avec  le  caUe  par  derriere,  avoiept  elonge  et\  dra^ 
guant  notre  ligne  dn  c^e  de  terre»  tatidis  qui:  l^s  antre$ 
mouiUoient  i  portee  de  pistoleti  de  Tautre  bord :  par  cettf 
manceuvre  tous  nos  vaisseaiu.  jusquW  Tonnant  se  troui> 
virent  enVellopp^. 

II  nw9  pavttt  que  d^iuc  vaisseaux^  en  executant  cette  nuh 
ncettvre»  avoient  echoues ;  nuus  Tun  d'eux  ne  tarda  p^  ^  se 
rearer* 

.  L'attuque  et  la  defence  futent  extrement  idves :  tous  les 
Vaisseaux  de  tete,  jusqvi'i  notre  matelot  dcrriilrei  etoj^nt  pr^ 
des  deux  bQr4s,  et  souvent  par  U  hancbe.  Pans  ce  desordre 
et  enveUopp^  d'un  nuage  continnel  de  fvmic,  il  eut  iti  di^ 
ficile  de  distingu^r  l^mottveniens  de  la  ligne. 

Au  commencement  de  Taction,  1' Amiral,  tous  les  o^ciera 
majon>  le  comoiissslire  ordonnateur,  et  un  vingtaine  de  ti- 
rooniers  otf  antres  transports  se  trouvoient  sur  la  dunett^ 
occupees  il  la  mousquetterie*  Tous  les  sold^t^,  les  bonunqs 
mcmes  de  la  o^ancei^vfe  el^ient  descendus  aux  batteries  par 
ordre de  TAmiral,  ace)}/?  de  douza  U  manqugit  plus  4^lfL 
moi{^  dp  son  equipage. 

Apr^s  une  beure  d'action  le  General  fiit  h]m$^  i  |a  Sg^vp 
et  i  la  main,  et  eunt  descendu  k  la  dunette,  il  fiit  r^ nversi, 
•t  tue  qi^elquc  teans  apras  sur  le  gaillard  derrieri?. 

Oblige- de  con  tinker  a;  nous  battre  des  deux  bor4s«  on 
avoit  abandonne  la  battcrie  de  douze,  mais  ceUes  de  24  $t 
4e  }6  coatinuoient  leur  feu  avec  la  plus^  gr^dt  ardcur. .  I^t 
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Franklih  et  le  T6nnant  n^us  paroissoient  £tre  dans  tae  pdsl-« 
tion  aussi  critique  que  la  notre; 

Les  vaisseaux  enhemis  ayant  extermine  nos  vdsseux  de 
tete»  se  laissoknt  d^river  en  draguant^  et  prenoient  divers  po<* 
sitions  autour  de  nons.  Nou^  .  »  .  par  la  tete,  oblige  a 
f  ler  divers  foit  du  cable  ou  du  gr^n,  pour  leur  presenter  le 
travers. 

Un  vaisseau  cependant  ennemi  nous  combattant  par  stri- 
bord,  et  presque  k  toucher,  atoit  deji  ete  demite  de  tout 
itt&ts  et  ne  tirant  plus,  avoit  coupe  son  cable  pour  se  retirer 
^u  U^f  mais  oblig6  1  nous  d^fendre  centre  deux  autres  qui 
nous  foudroyoient  par  la  hanche  de  babord^  et  de  bossoir  de 
ftriboi^,  on  avoit  Ite  oblige  de  refiler  du  cable. 

La  defense  des  batterees  de  14  et  36,  continudt  avec  vt* 
tacite,  quand  le  feu  se  manifesta  sur  la  dunette  par  unc  ex* 
'f»losion  :  nou»  a^4ons  dejk  eu  le  feu  dans  un  bateau,  et  ayant 
fait  couper  I'ancre,  nous  nous  en  6tions  preservees.  Un  ha^- 
inac  et  des  debris  enflammes  avoient  6galement  ite  jettet 
i  la  mer :  i^cette  troisiime  fois  le  feu  a?oit  fait  dans  un  in^ 
stant  des  progres  raptdes  et  d^rorans  parmi  tons  les  debris 
dont  la  dunetce  etoit  couverte*  Les  poropes  d'lncendie  avoient 
^te  brisees  par  les  boulets ;  les  baill^>  et  les  sceaux  rtti'^ 
Terses. 

L'ordre  de  cesser  le  feu  des  batteries,  pour  que  tout  le 
ftionde  se  porte  i  faire  passer  de  l*eau,  avoit  et^  dbnne ;  mais 
Tardeur  etoit  telit  que,  dans  le  tumulte,  la  batterie  de  36 
^ontinuoit  son  feu.  Quoique  tous  les  officiers  ordonnassent 
de  &ire  monter  tout  le  monde  en  haut,  I'incendie  avoit  fait 
en  peu  de  terns  du  progris  desesperant,  et  nous  avions  pem 
de  n>oyen5  k  lui  opposer. 

Notre  grand  mit  et  cekii  d'artimon  ^toient  totnbes,  et 
bientdt  noUs  ne  vimes  plus  de  salut  pour  le  vaisseau ;  le  fea 
ayant  gagnc  tout  le  gaillard  derriire  et  mtei^  la  batterie  de 
4ouze. 

Le  Capilune  du  vaisseau^  et  son  second  ttoient  blesses  de- 
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pius  quelqne  terns.    Lc  General  Ganteautne  alors  donne 
rordre  d^ouvrir  les  robinets  et  d'abandonncr  le  vaisseau. 

Le  feu  avoit  pris  i  environ  dix  hcares  moins  un  quart,  et 
i  dix  et  demie  le  vaisseau  sauta  en  i*air,  quoiqu'on  sdt  cu  la^ 
precaution  d'ouvrir  les  robinets.  Partic  de  Tcquipage  sc 
sauva  sur  les  debris,  et  d^autres  y  pcrircnt. 

Le  combat  continua  toute  la  nuit  a  Tarri^re  garde,  et  att 
Jour  nous  distinguames  que  le  Guerrier,  le  Conqu^rant,  Jc 
SpartiaU,  VAquillon,  le  Peuple  Spuverain,  et  le  Franklin 
aivoient  amene  et  s'etoient  rendus  k  Tennemi ;  le  Tonnant 
demate  de  tous  mats  {toit  I,  queue,  son  pavilion  baut ;  VHeu* 
reux  et  ItMircure  cchou^  furent  combattus  et  forces  d'a* 
mener  dans  la  matinee;  VArtemse  brftloit  %  h^iit  beuros 
du  matin,  et  la  Sfrieuse  ctoit  coul^  par  le  travers  du  vais- 
seau de  tSte. 

Le  GuiUaume  Tell,  le  Genereux,  le  TmoUon,  la  DiancB  et 
]z  Justice^  leurs  pavilions  baut,  se  cannoncrent  avcc  quelques 
vaisseaux  Anglois  une  partie  de  la  matinee ;  mais  cette  di^ 
visbn,  i,  Pepcception  du  TmoUon,  mit  i  la  voile  a  lo  ou  1 1 
heures  du  matin  et  poussa  au  large. 

Le  Timoleon  se  jetta  sur  la  cote,  et  nous  avons  appris  de- 
puis,  que  le  capitaine,  apr^  avoir  sauvc  tout  son  equipage, 
incendia,  le  i6  au  matin,  ce  yaisseau  pour  empScber  qu'il  ne 
devint  la  proie  de  Pennemi. 

Tels  ont  etc  les  rcsultats  d^  cette  borrible  affaire,  et  nous 
l^s  avons  traces  tels  qu'ils  se  sont  presentcs  i  notre  mcmofre, 
l^'ayant  pft  coAserver  aucun  papier  ni  note  ecrite. 

Lc  Centre  Amiral  Oahtiavme* 
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TRANSLATION- 


Alexandria,  AuguH  $tb» 

Abstract  of  the  Engagement  wbicb  took  place  pn  tbe  mgbl 
of  tbe  first  of  August,  between  ipe  Frencb  Fleet,  and  tbai 
of  Great  Britain,  under  tbe  command  of  Rear  Admiral 
Nblsom. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  Hcurcux  threw  out  a  signal 
of  12  sail  in  the  W.N.W.  Our  men  on  the  look  oiit,  disco* 
Yered  them  at  th^  sam^  time,  apd  counted  successively  as 
many  as  i6.  We  were  not  long  in  recognizing  these  vessels 
to  he  an  English  squadron*  composed  of  14  sail  of  the  line 
and  two  brigs,  . 

.  The  enemy  steered  for  our  anchoring  groutid,  with  d  pres^ 
of  fail ;  having  a  bpg  sounding  a  head.  The  wind  was  N. 
and  rather  fresh.  • 

The  two  brigs,  the  Alceste  and  the  RaiUctfr,  were  imnic- 
ifiately  ordered  to  make  sail  to  windward,  to  prevent  the 
enemy's  light  vessel  from  continuing  her  soundings. 

The  signals  for  stowing  the  hammocks,  and  making  ready 
for  fight  J  for  announcing  the  resolution  of  engaging  at 
anchor ;  and  for  recalling  the  ntlen  on  board  iheir  r^pective 
ships,  were  all  made  at  three. 

The  long  boats  employed  in  watering  were  also  recalled : 
a  boat  was  hastily  dispatched  from  the  Artemise  to  the 
fhoals  of  Rosetta,  to  acquaint  the  transports  there  with  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy ;  and  finally,  the  .frigates  and  cor- 
vettes were  ordered  to  send  as  many  of  their  men  as  possible 
on  board  the  ships  of  the  line. 
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The  cfiomy's  squadron  tontinued  lo  tdvanee  with  a  press 
of  sail ;  after  standing  off  to  a  considerable  distance^  to  avoid 
the  breakers  on  the  island^*  it  hauled  its  wind,  shortened 
sailj  and  clearly  naaaif^sted  a  design  to'attack  us. 

At  three  quarters  after  five«  the  battery  on  the  little  island 
^rew  some  bombs,  which  fell  into  the  van  of  the  enemy's 
line.  At  6,  the  Admiral  threw  out  the  signal  for  commen- 
dog  the  engagement,  aad  shortly  after,  the  two  headnnost 
dups  began  firing. 

Several  of  the  eneiny's  vessels  having  suddenly  shortened 
tail#  had  turned  the  head  of  our  line,  and  letting  go  their 
anchors,  with  a  cable  astern,  had  ranged  along  side,  between 
«s  and  the  laad ;  while  others  had  moored  themselves  with- 
in pistol-shot  of  us,  on  the  other  side !  By  this  manoeuvre, 
all  our  vessels,  as  far  down,  as  the  Xoiuiant,  found  themselves 
comfdetely  enveUoped,  and  placed  between  two  £res. 

It  appeared  to  us  that  in  executing  this  manoeuvre,  two 
of  their  vessds  had  run  aground :  one  of  them,  however, 
was  immediately  got  off«  * 

The  attack  and  the  defence  were  extremely  brisk.  The 
whole  of  our  van  was  attacked  on  both  sides,  and  sometimes 
faked.  In  this  disorder,  and  involved  as  we  were  in  conti- 
nual clouds  of  smoke,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  distin* 
guish  the  different  movements  of  the  line. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  action,  the  afdmiral,  all  the  supe- 
tbr  officers,  the  6rst  commissary,  and  about  twenty  pilots, 
and  naasters  of  transports,  were  on  the  poop  of  the  8hip,f 
employed  in  serving  the  musquetry.  All  the  soldiers,  and 
snlors,  were  ordered  to  the  guns  on  the  .main  and  lower 
decks :  the  twelve  pounders  were  not  half-manned. 

After  the  action  had  lasted  about  an  hour,  the  Admira) 
was  wounded  in  the  body,  and  in  the  hand ;  he  then  came 

•  See  the  Charts. 

fThel'Qrient.  -^ 
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down  from  th«  p<K>p>  tnd  a  shmt  time  afiter»  was  Idlled  an 
the  quarterrdeck. 

ObKged  to  defend  ourselves  on  both  sides,  we  gave  up  tho 
twelve  pounders ,  but  the  twenty-fours,  and  thirty-six's  kept 
up  their  fire  with  all  possible  ardour.  The  Franklin  and  the 
Tonnant  appeared  to  be  in  as  critical  a  situation  as  ourselves. 

.The  English  having  utterly  destroyed  our  van,*  suffered 
their  ships  to  drif^  forwards  ^till  ranging  along  our  line^  and 
taking  their  different  stations  around  us :  while  we  {MS.  iU 
legible)  van  cut  off^,  were  frequently  obliged  to  veor  away 
our  cabl^,  or  our  hawser,  to  enable  us  to  present  our  broad* 
side  to  the  enemy. 

One  of  their  ships,  however,  which  lay  close  to  us  on  the 
starboard  side-  totally  dismasted,  ceased  her  fire,  and  cut  her 
cable,  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns :  but  obHged  tp 
defend  ourselves  a|?ainst  two  others  who  were  furiously  thun* 

•  Wc  tjdcc  the  opportunity  of  this  passage  to  make  a  few  9b* 
scrvations. 

It  has  been  said  in  the  French  papers,  and  repeated  in  our  tars 
^qne  ad  nausemm^  thfit  thp  fate  of  the  day  was  undecided  when  the 
rOrient  took  fire  5  and  questions  have  been  gravely  put  by  the 
opposition  writers,  and  still  more  gravely  debated,  as  to  the  pro- 
bable consequences  of  the  engagement,  if  that  accident  had  not 
taken  place. 

These  patriotic  gentlemen,  however,  may  now  close  their  well- 
meant  discussions :  we  have  it,  happily,  in. our  power  to  decide 
the  question  for  ever,  by  such  authority,  as  they  nejther  can  nor 
will,  we  believe,  be  inclined  to  dispute.  We  have  the  authentic 
and  irrefragable  testimony  of  Admir^  Qanteaume,  that  the  van 
of  the  French  fleet  was  in  our  hands  before  that  event  took  place :. 
and  we  have,  secondly,  the  express  authority  of  Capt. 
Berry  for  saying  that  Six  of  their  ships  had  struck  before  tho 
rOrient  was  perceived  to  be  on  fire ;  and  that  not  only  he,  but 

EVERY  OTHER  Of?ICBR,  WHO  WAS  IN  A  SITUATION  Of 
JUOC^NG,  IS  PERSUADED  THAT  iUift  l'OriENT  HERSELF  HA^. 
PREVIOUSLY  STRUCK  tO  TUZ  BRITISH  FlAO  ! 
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rieriog  upon  us,  on  th&  larboard  quarter,  and  on  Ae  ftar« 
lx>ard  bow,  we  were  again  compelled  to  heave  in  some  of 
our  cable. 

The  36  and  ^4  pounders  were  still  firing  briskly,  wbtn  am 
explosion  took  place  on  the  aft  of  the  quarter-deck.  We  had 
already  had  a  boat  on  fire ;  but  we  had  cut  it  away,  and  so 
avoided  the  danger.  We  had  also  thrown  a  hammock,  and 
Kune  other  things,  which  were  in  fiames,  over  board,  but 
this  third  time,  the  fire  spread  so  rapidly  and  instantaneously 
amongst  the  fragments  of  every  kind,  with  which  the  poop 
was  incumbered,  that  all  was  soon  in  fiames.  The  fire 
pumps  had  been  dashed  to  pieces  by  the  enemy's  ballsjiuut 
the  tubs  and  buckets  rendered  useless. 

An  order  was  given  to  cease  firing,  that  all  hands  might 
b^  at  liberty  to  bring  water ;  but  such  was  the  ardour  of  the 
moment,  that  in  the  tumult,  the  guns  of  the  main-deck  still 
p>ntmued  their  fire.  Although  the  officers  had  called  all 
the  pepple  between  decks,  aloft,  the  fiames  had  in  a  very 
short  time,,  made  a  most  alarming  progress,  and  we  had  but 
few  means  in  our  power  of  checking  them. 

Opr  main  and  mizen  masts  were  both  carried  away ;  and 
we  soon  saw  that  there  was  no  saving  the  ship ;  the  fire 
having  already  gained' the  poop,  and  even  the  battery  on  the 
quarter-deck. 

The  captain  and  second  caption  had  been  wounded  some 
time  before.  General  Ganteaume  therefore  took  upon  him-* 
self  the  command,  and  ordered  the  scuttles  to  be  opened^ 
and  every  body  to  quit  the  ship. 

The  fire  broke  out  about  a  quarter  before  ten,  and  at  half 
after  ten  the  ship  blew  up,  although  we  had  taken  the  pre* 
caution  to  open  all  the  water- courses.  Some  of  the  crew 
faved  themselves  on  the  wreck ;  the  rest  perished. 

The  action  continued  all  the  night  with  the  ships  in  th^ 
rear,  and  at  break  of  day,  we  discovered  that  the  Guerrier» 
fhe  Qonquerant,  the  3partiate,  the  Aquillon,  the  Peupl^ 
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Soureniti,  «nd  die  Fnaklin  had  hauled  down  thdr  colonrt j 
and  were  in  the  possessioQ  of  the  enemy.  The  Timoleon» 
with  all  her  masts  gone,  was  dropt  astern  of  the  fleet,  her 
cokmrs  still  flying.  The  Heureux  and  the  Mercure  which 
liad  ran  aground  were  attaked,  and  obliged  to  strike  m  the 
aioniing.  The  Artemise  was  set  on  fire  at  8  o'clock,  and 
ttM  S^rieuse  sunk. 

The  GuiUaume  Tell,  the  Genereux,  die  Timoleon,  the 
Diana,  and  the  Justice,  with  their  colours  still  flying,  were 
engs^ged  with  some  English  vessels  during  a  part  of  the  morn* 
Ing,  but  thb  division,  with  the  exception  of  the  Timoleon, 
•et  their  sails,  about  1 1  o'clock,  and  stood  o&  to  sea. 

The  Timoleon  ran  ashore ;  and  we  have  since  heard,  that 
the  Captain,  after  landing  all  his  men,  set  her  on  fire  the 
next  morning,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
•nemy. 

Such  are  the  results  of  this  horrible  affair;  and  we  have 
detailed  them  as  they  presented  themselves  to  our  memoiy ; 
not  havbg  been  able  to  preserve  a  paper  or  note  of  any 
kind. 

R^ar  Admiral  GANTi^AViif ^ 
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No.  I. 

Translation  of  the  Proclamation  issued  by  BoKAPAars^  in 
t be' Arabic  Language,  on  bis  landing  in  Egypt. 

4^N  the  name  cf  God»  gracious  and  merciful.-— There  is  np 
God  but  God ;  he  has  no  son  or  associate  in  his  kingdom. 

The  present  moment,  which  is  destined  for  the  punish* 
ment  of  the  Beys,  has  been  long  anxiously  expected.  The 
Beys,  coming  from  the  mountains  of  Georgia  and  Bajars* . 
have  desolated  this  beautiful  country,  long  insulted  and 
seated  with  contempt  the  French  Nation,  and  oppressed  her 
iTnerchants  in  various  ways.  Bonaparte,  the  General  of  the 
French  Republic,  according  to  the  principles  of  Liberty,  is 
now  arrived ;  and  the  Almighty^  the  Lord  of  both  Worlds, 
has  sealed  the  destruction  of  the  Beys. 

Inhabitants  of  Egypt!  When  the  Beys  tell  you  the 
French  are  come  to  destroy  your  religion,  believe  them  not; 
it  is  an  absolute  falsehood.  Answer  those  deceivers,  that  ihisy 
are  only  come_to  rescue  thp  rights  of  the  poor  from  the 
hands  of  their  tyrants,  and  that  the  French  adore  the  Su* 
preme  Being,  and  honour  the  Prophet  and  his  holy  Koran. 

All  men  are  equal  in  the  eyes  of  God :  understanding,  in- 
genuity, and  science,  alone  make  a  difference  between  them : 
fLS  the  Beys,  therefore,  do  not  possess  any  of  these  qualities, 
jhey  cannot  be  worthy  to  govern  the  country.  ^    ' 

Yet  are  they  the  only  possessors  of  extensive  tracts  of 
)and,  beautiful  female  slaves,  excellent  horses,  magnificent 
J^^lacesl  fbiyp  they  ihpn  repetve^  an  ex^lusiv^  privilege 
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from  the  Almighty  ?  If  so,  let  them  produce  it.  But  the 
,  Supreme  being,  who  is  just  and  merciful  towards  all  man*^ 
kind>wills  that  iji  future  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  shall 
be  prevented  from  attaining  to  the  first  employments  and  the 
highest  honours*— The  Administration,  which  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  persons  of  intelligence,  talents,  and  foresight,  will 
be  produttive'bf  happiness  and  security.  The  tyranny  and 
avarice  of  the  Beys  have  laid  waste  Egypt,  which  was  for^ 
merly  so  populous  and  well  cultivated. 

The  French  are  true  Mussulmen.  Not  long  since  they 
marched  to  Rome,  and  overthrew  the  Throne  of  the  Pope, 
who  excited  the  Christians  against  the  professors  of  Islam* 
ism  (the  Mahometan  religion).  Afterwards  they  directed 
their  course  to  Malta,  and  drove  out  the  unbelievers,  who 
imagined  they  were  appointed  by  God  to  make  war  on  the 
Mussulmen.  The  French  have  at  all  times  been  the  true 
^d  sincere  friends  of  the  Ottoman  Emperors,  and  the  ene^ 
mies  of  their  enemies.  May  the  Empire  of  the  Sultan 
fherefore  be  eteni^  5  but  may  the  ?^ys  pf  Egypt,  our  op- 
posers,  whose  insatiable  avarice  has  continually  excited  <iU^* 
obedience  and  insubordination,  be  trodden  in  the  dust,  an4 
(mnihilat^d  ! 

Qur  friendship  shall  be  extended  to  those  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Egypt  who  shall  join  us,  as  also  to  those  who  shall 
remain  in  their  dwellings,  and  observe  a  strict  neutrality ; 
and  when  they  have  seen  our  conduct  with  their  own  ^ycs, 
hasten  to  submit  to  us ;  but  the  dreadful  punishment  of 
death  awaits  those  who  shall  take  up  arms  for  the  Beys,  and 
against  us.  For  then  there  shall  be  po  deliverance,  nor  shall 
any  trace  of  them  remain; 

Art.  1.  All  places  which  shall  be  three  leagues  distant 
from  the  route  of  the  French  army,  shall  send  one  of  their 
principal  inhabitants  to  the  French  General,  to  declare  that 
they  submit,  and  will  hoist  the  French  flag,  which  is  blue^ 
white,  and  red. 
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wrmy  shall  be  burned  to  the  ground. 

Art.  5*  Every  village  which  shall  submit  to  the  French^ 
shall  hoist  the  French  flag,  and  that  of  the  Siiblioie  Porte*' 
their  Ally^  whose  duration  be  eternal. 

Art.  4.  TheCheiks  and  principal  persons  of  each  town' 
and  village  shall  seal  up  the' houses  and  effects  of  the  Beys* 
and  take  care  that  not  ttie  tmalleit  article  shall  be  lost. 

Art.  5.  The  Chetks,  Cadis>  and  Iman$»  shall  continue  to 
exercise  dieir  respective  functions ;  aud  put  up  their  prayers, 
and  perform  the  exercise  of  religious  worship  in  the  mosquet 
and  houses  of  prayer.  All  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  shall 
offbr  up  thanks  to  the  Supreme  Beings  and  put  up  pufalio 
prayers  for  the  destruction  of  the  Beys.  .    . 

May  the  Supreme  God  make  the  glory  of  the  Sultan  of 
the  Ottomans^  eternal^  pour  forth  his  wrath  on  the  Mame" 
loucs,  and  render  glorious  the  destiny  of  the  Egypdaa 
Natiour  I 


No.n. 

trocUrAation  of  Bonapartbj^  Member  of  tbe  National 
Institute,  and  Commander  in  Cbief,  dated  on  Board 
VOrient,  June  ii. 

Soldiers, 
You  are  going  to  undertake  a  conquest,  the  effects  of. 
which  upon  commerce  and  civilization  will  be  incalculable. 

You  will  give  the  English  a  most  sensible  blow,  which 
will  be  followed  up  with  their  destruction. 

We  shall  have  some  fatiguing  marches^^we  shall  fight  se- 
veral battles— we  shall  succeed  in  all  our  enterprizes.  The 
Destinies  are  in  our  favour. 
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The  Miinfllmte  Beys»  who  fiTour  the  English  comtferctf 
exclusively,  who  have  injared  our  merchants,  and  who  ty^^ 
sannise  ever  the  unhappy  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the 
Nil^  will  no  longer  exist  in  a  few  days  after  our  arrival. 

The  people,  among  whom  you  are  going  to  live,  are  Ma^ 
hometans.  The  first  article  of  their  faith  is,  <  There  is  no 
•then  God  but  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  Prophet.'  Do  not 
contradict  them.  Act  with  them  as  you  did  with  the  Jews 
and  with  the  Italians.  Treat  their  Mufds  and  their  Iman^ 
with  respect,  as  yon  did  the  Babbia  and  the  Bishops.  You 
must  act  with  the  same  spirit  of  tdcratkm  towards  the  ce» 
imnonies  prescribed  by  the  Alcoran,  that  you  did  to  the  Sy* 
nagogues  and  the  Convents,  to  the  religions  of  Moses  and  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  Roman  legions  p^ected  all  religions.  You  will  find 
here  customs  which-tfiSFer  from  those  of  Europe ;  you  must 
accustom  yourselves  to  them. 

The  people  among  whom  we  are  going  treat  women  dif* 
ifercntly  from  us ;  but  in  every  country  he  who  violates 
them  is  a  monster ! 

Pillage  enriches  but  a  very  few  men ;  it  dishonours  us,  it 
destroys  our  resources,  and  it  renders  these  people  our  ene- 
mies, whom  it  is  our  interest  to  have  for  friends. 

The  first  city  we  shall  arrive  at  was  built  by  Alexander^ 
and  every  step  we  take  we  shall  meet  with  objects  capable  of 
exciting  emulation; 

(Signed)    BoKAFAare. 
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No.  III. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

ftoNAPARTi»  Mtmbtr  af  lb€  .National  ImstiM^  Cem* 

mander  in  CbUf* 

Head  Quarters,  m  Board  UOritnt,  t^  J^nt* 

Article  I. 

1  H£  Generis  who  shall  command  any  detached  division? 
shall  order  the  Commissaries  at  war»  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Division^  an  Officer  of  the  Staff,  and  a  Cbeik  o|  the  country* 
to  seal  up  the  public  treasures,  and  the  bouses  and  register 
of  the  revenue  collectors  of  the  Mameloucs, 

a.  All  the  Maxileloucs  shall  be  arrested>  and  brought  t9 
the  head  quartiers  of  the  army,      . 

3.  All  the  towns  and  villages  shall  be  disarmedi 

4.  All  the  horses  shall  be  put  in  requisition,  and  shall  be 
delivered  to  t^^  Chiefs  of  Cavalry  Brigades,  who  shall  inmie* 
diately  cause  the  soldiers  to  be  mounted;  for  that  purpose 
they  carry  bridles  and  sad(Ues  with  them.  Officers*  of  what- 
ever rank,  are  forbidden  to  take  any  horses  till  the  cavalry 
are  all  mounted.  The  men  are  forbidden  to  change  their 
horses. 

5.  All  horses  fit  for  the  Artillery  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Commander  of  .the  Artillery  of  the  Division,  who  will 
have  harness  and  drivers  ready. 

6.  The  camels  shall  be  hired  and  placed  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  Commander  of  the  Artillery.  Those  which  shall 
be  taken  from  the  Mameloucs,  or  which  shall  be  taken  from 
the  enemy,  shall  be  employed  in  transportbg  the  artilleiy 
and  ammunition,  so  as  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the 
number  of  ammunition  waggons.  There  shall  be  one  camel 
in  each  division,  at  the  disposition  of  the  Officer  of  Sngi* 
neers,  to  carry  the  instruments  of  the  Pioneers. 
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J.  Eireiy  btttalion  shall  have  two  camels  to  cafrf  theif 
baggage.  The  chief  of  Brigade  and  the  Quarter  Master 
shall  have  one  Camel  to  cany  the  military  chest  and  the  re-« 
gisters  of  the  corps ;  but  thejr  are  not  to  have  camels  till  the 
Artillery  are  supplied. 

<•  The  Commanders  of  Artillery  and  of  Ctfvaliy  sbafl 
give  receipts  to  the  Commissaries  at  War  for  the  camels^ 
horses^  ice.  which  they  shall  receive. 

9.  The  Commissaries  at  War  shall  send  an  account  of 
the  state  of  the  camels  to  the  Chief  Commissary ;  the  Chief 
of  Brigade  of  Cavalry  shall  send  an  account  to  General  Dn* 
gua ;  and  the  Adjutant-General  to  the  Staff. 

10.  The  horses  and  camels  taken  from  the  enony  after 
a  batde,  and  after  having  killed  the  person  who  was  on  it, 
shall  be  paid  for  in  the  following  proportion ;  that  is  to  say, 
4  louis  d'ors  for  a  horse,  and  six  for  a  camel.  The  General 
of  Artillery,  and  the  Quarter-Master*General,  shall  pay  for 
those  which  are  delivered  to  their  respective  corps. 

11.  When  all  the  Cavalry  is  mounted,  the  horses  are  to 
be  sent  to  General  Dugua,  and  the  camels  to  the  park  of 
artillery. 

12.  Every  soldier  who  shall  enter  into  the  houses  of  the 
inhabitants  to  steal  horses  or  camels,  shall  be  punished. 

(Signed)    Borafarti. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

Aliz.  BiRTHiia* 
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Head  Quarters » on  Sdardtbe  VOri^nU  June  iStb. 
]tbif  A7ARTE»  Member,  of  tie  National  InstUute^  Com* 
manier  bt  Chief. 

ORDteRS. 
Article  i. 

1  HB  Admiral  shall  have  the  police  of  thie  coasts^  and  the 
ports  of  the  countrfe  which  shall  be  occupied  by  the  army. 
An  the  regulations  which  he  shall  make,  and  the  orders 
vdiich  he  shall  give,  shall  be  put  in  execution. 

Art.  2.  The  ports  of  Mi^ta  and  Alexandria  shall  be  or* 
ganized,  conformably  to  the  Admiral*s  regulation,  as  well 
as  those  of  Corfou  and  Damietta. 

Art.  5.  Citizen  Le  Roy  shall  take  upon  him  the  office  of 
Commissary  at  Alexandria ;  and  Citizen  Vavasseur  that  of 
Superintendant  of  the  Artillery. 

Art.  4,  The  Agents  of  the  Administration  of  the  ports 
and  roads  of  the  countries  occupied  by  the  army,  shall  cor- 
respond with  the  Commissary,  Le  Roy ;  from  whom  they 
shaU  immediately  receive  their  orders. 

Art.  5.  All  the  liaval  stores  found  in  the  conquered,  couu* 
tries  shall  be  secured  in  the  magazines  of  the  different  ports*  - 

Art.  6»  All*  the  sailors  under  thirty  years  of  age  shall  be 
put  in  requisition  for  the  fleet* 

(Signed)    Bonaparte. 

A  true  copy. 

Javbbrt. 
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No.V- 
E'GALITE'.  x'AEYeEPl'A. 


ARME'E  D'ANGLETBRRE. 

Au  Quartier'Gineral  de  Malte  le  25 
Prairial,  an  6  de  fa  ^fmblique 
Franqaise. 

ETAT-MAJOR-GE'NE'RAL. 

ORDRE  DU  GE'NE'RAL  EN 
CHEF. 

AftriCLE    PREMIER. 

T^ANs  I'Eglise  t]ui  appartient  aux 
Grecs>  les  Pretres  Latin?  ne 
pourront  pas  y  ofScier. 

11.  Lcs  Messes  que  les  Prctres 
Latins  ont  courume  de  dire  dans  les 
Eglises  Grecquesy  seront  dites  dans 
les  autres  Eglises  de  la  Place. 

in.  II  sera  accorde  protection 
Rux  Juift  qui  voudroient  y  etablier 
leur  Synagogue. 

IV.  Le  General  Commandant 
remerciera  les  Grecs  de  la  bonne 
conduite  qu'ib  ont  tenbe  pendant  le 
8iege. 

V.  Tous  les  Grecs  des  Isles  de 
Malte  et  de  Gozo,  et  ceux  des  De- 
partemehs  d'lthaquei  Corcyre,  et  de 
la  Mer-Eg^e,  qui  conserveroient  des 
relations  quelconques  avec  la  Rus$ie> 
seront  condamnes  i  mort. 

VI.  Tous  les  Navires  Grecs  qui 
naviguent  sous  le  Pavilloa  Russe> 
s'ils  sont  pris  par  les  Batiments  Fran- 
^M,  seront  coules  bas. 

Sig-nc    BONAPARTE. 
Pour  Copie  conforme.    ^ 

Le  General  de  Division  Chef  de 
VEtat-Major-G  cncral, 

Signe  Alexandre  Eerthibr. 

Pour  Copie  conforme. 

Le  General  de  Division^ 

Signe  Chabot. 


De  rimprimerie  Nationale  de 
Corcyre. 
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rrPATo'x  Tif  X  A"rrAi'AX. 

2C  Tfft^M^X^I^  0  T^  To^XiK  n*« 
rTA'TO  MAITIO'P  TENIKOV. 


nPOTrAFMA   TOT" 
APXIXTPATH  rOT. 

im  awa^tHvaf  rZf  TpatKvv, 

Aivn^f.  H*  Ai»ltf^»aK,  pvS  wvn^i^ttw 
M  Il^$a0urmi  T*fy  'Aarittn  fk  ^i^ci^Xnf  ik 

lai  tit  Icui  «XA«»c  £'iutAi9^M»K  t«  T^irv. 

f»yvyMkit» 

tU  T))v  MetKr»ff  ha  tiiv  xoXiii  ^Jft;^^ 
W»  tiMla^tt^iff^auf  2y  oX^  tm  netifu  t«( 
we^to(tiat. 

MaT^Jietq,  xa\  To^i^y  mm*  ixt^poi  ruf  noXiT»« 

P^^p  fA^  TV  Htfeaioff  StXti  waihv^ 
ha  ^afurHf 

E*xIoy.  oTx*  ra  Mvar^fA^fia  rup  F^i* 
XU9,  ovtf  la^ihvuf  (aX  P'tsaatKfip  Zq^AaTaf 
{MwarrUfa),  to*  wietc^  awo  ra  ^^o 

MnONAnA'PTEX. 
£'{  awafa>2JMin  A'rltJ^o^ 
O*  Sr^Tijyo?  15?  Amhfint/ii  A^^x^  ^^ 
£ral«  MafHo^tf  Tf yMitf» 

a'aeeanapox  MnEPTltf. 
O*  Sr^Tivy^  Ivf  AioM^itfta^ 
XAMn(/. 
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UBERTA.       EGUAGLIANZA. 


ARMATA  D'INGHILTERRA. 

Al  Quartier  GeneraU  di  Malta  li 
25  PraiiUt  Anno  6  della  Repub- 
lica  Francese. 

STATO  MAGGIORE  GENE- 
RALE. 


ORDINE  DEL  GENERALE  IN 

CAPO. 

Articolo  Primo. 

'M'ellb  Chiese,  che  apj>artengono 

ai  Greci,  i  Preti  Latini  non  po- 

tranno  piii  officiarvi. 

IL  Le  Messe,  che  i  Preti  Latini 
costumano  di  dire  nelle  Chiese 
Greche>  saranno  dette  nelle  altre 
Chiese  deUa  piazza. 

IIL  Sar^  accordata  protezione  agli 
Ebrei,  che  volesscro  stabilirvi  la  lorp 
Sinagoga. 

IV.  11  General  Conoandante  rin- 
graziera  i  Greci  stabiliti  a  Malta, 
Sella  buona  condotta>  che  tennero 
durante  I'Assedio. 

V.  Tutti  i  Greci  delle  Isole  di 
Malta,  e  di  Gozo,  e  quelli  dei  Di- 
partimenti  d'ltaca,  Corcira,  e  Mar 
£geo,  che  conserveranno  delle  rela- 
zioni  qualunque  coUa  Russia  saranno 
punitl  di  morte. 

VI.  Tutti  i  Bastimcnti  Greci, 
che  navigano  con  Paviglione  Russo, 
se  sono  presi  dai  Bastimenti  Fran- 
ces!, saranno  colati  a  fondo. 

Sotoscritto  BONAPARTE. 
Per  Copia  conforn^e. 
II  General  di  Divisione  Capo  dello 
Stato  Ma^gior  Generale, 
Scjoscntto 

Albssandro  Bbrthjbr. 
Per  Copia  conforme. 
n  General  di  Divisione, 

Sotoscritto  Chabot. 

Dalla  Stamperia  Nazionale  di 
Corcira. 


(TRANSLATION.) 
LIBERTY.  EQUALITY. 

ARMY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Head  Quarters  at  Malta,  June 

iStb. 

ETAT-MAJOR.GENERAL. 


ORDERED  BY  THE  COMMAN- 
DER IN  CHIEF. 

ARTICLE  I. 

"Mo  Latin  Priest  shall  officiate  in 
any  Church  appropiated  to  the 
Greeks. 

II.  The  Masses  which  the  Latin 
Priests  have  bein  accustomed  to  say 
in  the  Greek  Churches  shall  be  said 
in  the  other  Greek  Churches  of^the 
Fort. 

IIL     Protection  shall  be  granted  , 
to  the  Jews  who  may  be  desirous  of 
establishing  their  Synagogue  there. 

IV.  The  General  Commandant 
shall  thank  the  Greeks  for  their  good 
conduct  during  the  Siege. 

V.  All  the  Greeks  of  the  Islands 
of  Malta  and  Gozo,  and  those  of  the 
Departments  of  Ithaca,  Corcyra,  and 
of  the  Egean  Sea,  who  shall  maintain 
any  connection  whatever  with  Russia* 
shall  be  put  to  death  ! ! ! 

VI.  All  the  Greek  vessels  which 
sail  under  Russian  colours,  if  they 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
shall  be  sent  to  the  bottom ! ! ! 

(Signed)     BONAPARTE. 
A  true  Copy. 

The  General   of  Division,   and 
Chief  of  the  Staff, 
(Signed)  AlexandbrBbrthibr. 
A  true  Copy. 

The  General  of  Division, 

(Signed)     Chabot* 


From  the  National  Press  at  Corcyra. 
(Corfou.) 
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No.  VI. 

Head  QuarUrs,  on  Board  Ibe  VOrient,  June  zSlb* 
BoHAPARTEy  Member  of  the  National  Institute. 
ORDERS. 
Article  i. 

1  HIS  and  the  three  following  Articles  relate  solely  to  the 
disposition  of  the  transports^  and,  therefore,  are  not  trans- 
lated. 

Art.  5.  All  the  French  sailors  on  board  the  transport 
vessels,  shall  be  taken  for  the  service  of  the  fleet.  Egyptian 
sailors  shall  be  taken  for  the  transports. 

Art,  6.  All  the  vessels  which  shall  return  to  Europe  shall 
have  no  noore  hands  on  board  than  are  absolutely  necessary, 
of  what  nation  soever  they  may  be — the  surplus  shall  be  put 
on  board  the  fleet. 

(Signed)     Bonapartb. 

A  true  copy. 

Jaubbrt. 


No.  VII. 


Alexandria,  July  the  6tb  Yearoftbe  Republic 

One  and  Indivisible,  tbe         of  tbe  Month  of 
Mubarrem,  tbe  Tear  of  tbe  Hegira  1213. 

BoNAPARTB,  Member  of  tbe  National  Institute,  Com'- 
mander  in  Cbief 

r  OR  a  long  time  the  Bey.s,  who  govern  Egypt,  have  in- 
sulted the  French  nation,  and  covered  her  merchants  with 
injuries :  the  hour  of  their  chastisement  k  come. 
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For  too  long  a  timt  this  rabble  of  slaves^  purchased  in 
Caucasus,  and  in  Georgia^  has  tyrannized  over  the  fairest 
part  of  the  worM ;  but  God,  on  whom  every  thing  depends^ 
has  decreed  that  their  empire  shall  be  no  more. 

People  of  Egypt !  you  will  be  told  that  I  am  come  to  de- 
stroy your  religion :  do  not  believe  it.  Reply,  that  I  .am 
come  to  restore  your  rights,  to  punish  usnrpators ;  and,  that 
I  reverence  more  than  the  Mameloucs  themselves,  God,  his 
prophet  Mahomet;^  and  the  Koran ! 

Tell  them  that  all  men  are  equal  before  God.  Wisdom, 
talents,  and  virtue,  are  the  only  things  which  make  a  difFe* 
rence  between  them. 

Now,  what  wisdom,  what  talents,  what  virtues,  have  the 
Mameloucs,  that  they  should  boast  the  exclusive  posses* 
sion  of  every  thing  that  can  render  life  agreeable  ? 

If  Egypt  is  their  farm,  let  them  shew  the  lease  which  God 
has  given  them  of  it !  But  God  is  just  and  merciitil  to  the 
people.  * 

All  the  Egyptians  shall  be  appointed  to  all  the  public  si- 
tuations. The  most  wise,  the  most  intelligent,  and  the  most 
virtuous,  shall  govern ;  and  the  people  shall  be  happy* 

There  were  formerly  among  you  great  cities,  great  canals, 
ai)d  a  great  commerce.  What  has  destroyed  them  all? 
What !  but  the  avarice,  the  injustice,  and  the  tyranny  of  the 
Mameloucs. 

Cadis,  Cheiks,  Imans,  Tchorbadgis !  tell  the  pqpple  that 
we  are  the  friends  of  the  true  Mussulmen.  Is  it  not  we* 
who  have  destroyed  the  Pope ;  who  said  thjit  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  war  on  Mussulmen  I  Is  it  not  we,  who  have 
destroyed  the  Knights  of  Malta,  because  these  madmen  be- 
lieved that  it  was  the  good  pleasure  of  God,  that  they  should 
make  war  on  Mussulmen  ?  Is  it  not  we,  who  have  been  in 
all  ages  the  friends  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  (on  whose  desires 
be  the  1>lessing  of  God !)  and  the  enemy  of  his  enemies  ? 
Andj  on  the  contrary,  have  not  the  Mameloucs  always  re« 
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volted  against  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Sdgnior»  which 
they  refiise  to  recognize  at  this  moment  ? 

Thrice  happy  those  who  shall  he  with  us !  they  shall 
prosper  in  their  fortune  and  their  rank.  Happy  those  who 
shall  he  neutral !  they  shall  have  time  to  know  us  tho- 
roughly, and  they  will  range  themselves  on  our  side. 
'  But  woe,  woe,  woe,  to  those  who  shall  take  up  arms  in 
&vour  of  the  Mameloucs,  and  comhat  against  us !  There 
shall  he  no  hope  for  them :  they  shall  all  perish. 

(Signed)     Bonafaetb, 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)    BBRTHfiBR* 


No.  VIII. 

A  general  Copy  for  the  Executive  Directers. 

Head  Quarters,  Alexandria,  July  3d. 
Bonaparte,  Member  of  the  National  Institute,  Com- 
mander in  Chief 

ORDERS. 

Article  I. 
All  the  people  of  Alexandria,  of  what  nation  soever  they 
may  he,  shall  be  obliged,  twenty-fpur  hours  after  the  publi- 
cation  of  the  present  Order,  to  depose,  in  a  place  marked 
out  by  the  Commander  of  the  town,  all  theu:  fire-arms. 
The  Muftis,  the  Imans,  and  the  Cheiks,  alone  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  keep  their  arms,  and  to  bear  them. 

Art.  2.    All  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  of  what.na- 
tion  soever  they  may  be,  shall  be  obliged  to  wear  the  tri- 
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coloured  cockade.  The  Muftis  atone  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  wearing  a  tri-coloured  shawl.  The  Commander  in 
Chief,  however,  reserves  to  himself  the  right  of  granting 
the  same  favour  to  such  of  the  Cheiks  95  shall  distinguiih 
themselves  by  their  knowledge,  thqr  prudence,  and  their 
virtue. 

Art,  3.  The  troops  shajl  pay  military  honour  to  every 
one  who,  in  consequence  of  the  preceding  article,  shall  wear 
a  tri-coloured  shawl ;  and  whenever  such  persons  shall  visit 
the  superior  officer,  or  any  of  the  constituted  authorities^ 
they  shall  be  received  with  all  the  respect  which  is  due  to 
them. 

Art,  4.  Foreign  Agents,  to  what  power  soever  they  may 
belong,  are  expressly  prohibited  from  displaying  their  flags 
on  their  terrasses.  The  Consuls  alone  shall  have  the  privi« 
lege  of  writing  over  their  doors  the  nature  of  th^ir  employ : 
"  Consul  op  " 

Art.  5.  The  present  Order  shall  be  translated,  without 
delay,  into  Arabic,  and  communicated  to  the  most  distin* 
guishqd  inhabitants.  The  CheriiF  shall  have  it  proclaimed 
through  the  town,  that  every  one  may  be  obliged  to  con* 
^rm  to  it. 

(Signed)     BonaP4RtI| 
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No.  IX. 

EngUnd.  J  Head  Quarters,  Cairo,  July  zjlk. 

To  Admiral  Bkvey 3. 

1  SEN 6  70U>  Citizen  Admiral^  some  Mamelouc  pnsoners> 
whose  names  are  subjoined.    You  ^ill  have  the  goodness  to 
receive  them  on  board  one  of  the  ships  of  the  squadron^  and 
to  send  them  to  France  by  the  first  bpportunity. 
Health  and  ft^ternity, 

Alex.  Berthier. 

Names  of  the  Mamelouc  Prisoners. 

Hassan*     Mamelouc.     Ibrahim>  Mamelouc. 
Muraty  id. 

Soliman,  id. 

Hali>  id. 

Mahomet*         id. 
Chahio*  id. 


Hali, 

id. 

Murat, 

id. 

Juseph, 

id. 

Acmet, 

id. 

Haly. 

id. 

No.X. 

Head  Quarters,  on  board  the  V Orient,  July  !• 
Bonaparte,  Member  of  ibe  National  Institute,  Comman-' 
der  in  Chief,  to  the  Commander  of  the  Caravel,  at  Alex- 
andria. 

1  H  E  Beys  have  loaded  our  merchants  with  exactions,  and 
I  am  come  to  demand  reparation. 

I  shall  be  at  Alexandria  to-morrow ;  but  this  ought  not 
to  alarm  you.  You  are  a  subject  of  our  great  friend,  the 
Sultan;  conduct  yourself  accordingly;  but  if  you  commit 
the  slightest  act  of  hostility  against  the  French  army,  I  shall 
treat  you  as  an  enemy,  and  you  will  have  no-  one  to  blame 
for  it  but  yourself;  for  such  a  thing  is  far  from  my  inten- 
tion,  and  from  my  heart.  Yours, 

BOf^APARTt. 
FINIS. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATE. 


No.  I.  and  II.  arc  Fac-similcs  of  Bonaparte's  writing, 
correctly  made  from  a  letter  to  his  brother.  (See  p.  loo.) 

No.  III.  i$iiis  Seal. 

No.  IV.  is  a  Fac-simile  of  Lord  Nelson's  writing, 

taken  from  an  indorsement  made  by  him  on  the  cover 

of  Bonaparte's  letter.     This,  we  believe,  will  be  seen 

with  interest  by  every  Englishman.     There  is  a  pretty 

story  of  a  Spartan  matron,  who,  hearing  her  son  grieve 

at  his  lameness,  occasioned  by  a  wound   received    rn 

battle,  said  to  him,  "  Do  not  repine,  my  son,  at  your 

"  lameness,  since  every  step  you  take,  will  put  you  in 

**  mind  that  you  have  done  your  duty."     We  believe 

Lord  Nelson  never  grieved  at  his  wounds, — but  if  ever 

he  feel  mortified  at  his  writing,  his  country  may  put  it- 

"  self  in  tlie  place  of  the  Spartan  matron,  and  say  to  him, 

**  Do  not  repine,  my  son,  at  your  writing,  since  every 

**^  letter  you  form  will  put  you  in  mind,  that  you  have  lost 

"  your  right  arm  in  my  service." 

No.  V,  is  a  Fac-simile  of  Berthier's  writing. 
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The  Public  are  here  presented  with  a  Second  Part 
of  the  Correspondence  of  the  '*  Army  of  the  East," 
— intercepted,  like  the  first,  by  the  joint  vigilance 
of  the  Turkish  and  English  governments,  and  laid 
before  them  from  the  motives  already  detailed. 

The  situation  of  the  French  troops,  so  faithfully 
delineated  in  the  former  letters,*  their  losses  by 
fatigue  and  sickness,  by  open  and  secret  warfare ; 

•  One  thing  has  struck  us,'  in  looking  over  these  Letters, 
as  a  singularity  not  easily  to  be  accounted  for.  It  is,  that 
amidst  the  mass  of  correspondence  which  has  fallen  into  our 
hands  at  different  times,  there  should  not  be  a  single  letter, 
no,  not  a  single  line,  from  any  man  hi  the  ranks  !  the  officers 
only  write,  the  officers  only  pour  out  their  sufferings  and  re- 
grets to  their  friends ;  Vvhile  the  men  who  have  been  fre- 
quently on  the  point  of  mutinying,  who  have  suffered  hard- 
.ships  which  have  driven  thousands  of  them  to  deeds  of 
desperation;  who  have  been  betrayed,  and  led  to  disgrace 
and  ruin  through  intolerable  torments,  remain  wholly  silent  * 
How  is  this?  are  they  interdicted  from  writing,  lest  they 
should  disclose  too  much  ?  Are  they— —but  we  can  form  no 
satisiactory  conjecture  on  the  subject. 
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their  utter  incapacity  of  advancing  or  retreating, 
their  anguish,  their  despair,  and  their  piercing 
exclamations  at  finding  themselves  thus  blindly 
driven  into  the  toils ;  would,  we  imagined,  have 
convinced  the  most  incredulous,  that  their  dreams 
of  conquest  must  be  over,  and  that  their  active  ope- 
rations in  fiiture  would  necessarily  be  confined  to 
struggling  with  tlie  mob  of  Cairo  foi  a  wretched 
morsel  of  bread,  till  the  periodical  return  of  the 
endemial  diseases  should  sweep  thein  away  for 
ever. 

But  we  had  ill  calculated  the  perverse  obstinacy 
of  Jacobinism.  The  French,  and  their  faithful 
echos  in  this  country,*  still  persist  in  representing 

•  No  point  is  so  clearly  ascertained  as  that  the  troops  left 
in  possession  of  Alexandria  are  absolutely  without  money,  and 
in  a  condition  little  short  of  starving ;  yet  the  Morning  Chro- 
nide,  which,  with  the  eyes  of  a  lynx,  examines  the  French 
papers  for  consolatory  matter  respecting  the  fate  of  the  Bgyp« 
tiao  Expedition,  has  produced  the  following  paragraphs : 

'*  Alexandria,  Nor.  8th. 
**  We  are  very  well  here,  and  very  tranquiL    We  have 
'*  good  cheer,  and  are  well  paid ;  besides  my  pay  as  a  General, 
"  I  am  allowed  1500  franks  a  month  for  my  table*' ! ! ! 

Morning  CbronicU,  Ftb.  4. 
Bravo!  General  Manscourt.  Now  for  Bonaparte. 

*'  Letters  from  Constantinople  confess,  at  length,  that 
**  there  is  no  prospect  of  Buonaparte's  £uling  in  his  otgect  tf 
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jftouparte  as  trhimphant ;  as  now  threatening 
India,  now  in  tfanquil  possession  of  Palestine  and 
Syria,  and  now  ready,  in  the  words  of  that  atheis- 
tical driveller  Voltiey,  ••  to  rfcirt  the  north  of  the 
Black  Sea,  and  fall  like  thunder  upon  the  Da- 
nube"! 

It  has  been  thought  expedient,  therefore,  to  have 
recourse  to  a  second  selection  of  Letters  from  sub- 
sequent captures.  These,  though  not  all  pos- 
terior in  date  to  those  already  published,  carry 
on  the  awful  history  of  this  devoted  armament, 
in  so  full  and  explicit  a  manner,  that  whatever 
doubts  ignorance^  scepticism,  and  malevolence 
may  henceforth  indulge,  they  will  no  longer  be 

**  eftablisbing  a  settlement  in  Egypt.  He  is  daily  aore  and 
<*  more  consolidating  his  power,  and  reconciling  the  inhabi- 
'**  tants  to  his  army.  Numbers  have  joined  his  standard,  and 
«'  the  Bqrs  no  longer  molest  him" !  I ! 

Morning  Cbronicle,  March  8(3. 

In  a  subsequent  paper  we  are  informed,  **  that  the  General 
has  30,000  regular  troops  under  his  command,  and  an  auxi- 
iUry  army  of  $d«ooo  more,  composed  of  Copts  and  Druses''! 
also,  "  that  he  has  embarked  400  sailors,*'  (why  not  as  manQr 
thousands  ?)  '<  on  the  Red  Sea,"  to  seize  the  Malabar  Coast, 
we  presume,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 

H#w  much  of  this  precious  information  is  due  to  the 
vigorous  fancy  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  we  know  not ; 
but  the  following  hint  appeared  in  that  paper  on  the  23d  : 
*'  It  has  been  observed,  that  the  French  have  not  lately  pub- 
lished aay  int«llig<ace  aetpecting  Buonaparte"  !  Ma4i0^^ 
.    a5 
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forward  to  express  them.  Europe  will  tbu3  be 
suffered  to  attend  to  her  more  immediate  con- 
cerns, without  having  her  fears  excited,  or  her 
safety  threatened,  by  the  fictitious  atchievements 
of  an  army  jthat  can  never  return  to, molest h^r, 
and  that  has  long  since,  perhaps,  *'  ceased  to 
.  cxist#" 

When  we  published  the  First  Part  of  these  Let  - 
ters,  we  were  not  unaware  of  their.importance  (of 
which  we  shall  presently  speak),  nor  without  con- 
siderable expectations  of  their  extenif^ive  circula- 
tion. But  how  infinitely  short  have  our  most  san- 
guine hopes  fallen  of  the  reality !  Besides  the 
prodigious  numbers  that  have  been  disponed  of 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  large  editions  have 
been  printed  at  Hamburgh,  Francfort,  and  other 
.towns  on  the  Continent; — thus  no  corner  of 
Europe  is  without  a  certain  portion  of  informa- 
tion respecting  the  expedition,  on  the  success 
and  issiie  of  which,  the  unbiassed  reader  may 
speculate  with. a  degree  of  probability  seldom 
hoped  for  in  these  cases,  and  still  less  seldom  at- 
tained. 

In  France,  too,  the  letters,  notes,  Jcc'  have 
been  republished,  and,  as  it  is  said,  with  counter 
notes.  These  we  have  not  yet  seen ;  but  we  have 
been  favoured   with  a  revi£W  of  the  original 
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observations  by  tbe  authors  of  the  **  Decade  Phifo- 
sophiqiu  €t  Liiiraire.''  To  this  we  had  prepared  a 
reply,  **  from  a  full  flowing  stomach,"  when  it 
struck  us,  that  the  French  editor  and  translator, 
Citizen  E.  T.  Simon,  had  not  improbably,  so- 
phisticated the  original ;  for  on  no  other  principle 
could  we  account  for  the  false  and  calumnious 
strictures  of  these  critics.  We  know  the  caution 
necessary  to  be  observed  by  gentlemen  who,  in 
^*  the  freest  of  all  possible  Republics,"  write  with 
the  Cayenne  Diligence  at  the  door,  and  are  prepar- 
ed to  make  every  reasonable  allowance  for  it ;  but 
when  the  dread  of  that  vehicle  induces  diem  to 
Eibricate  or  suppress  evidence  at  will — quae  de- 
deramus  supra  repetimus — ^we  recall  our  indul- 
gence, and  judge  of  their  proceedings  with  all 
the  inflexibility  of  justice,  There  is,  indeed,  a 
possibility  (as  we  have  already  observed)  that  the 
Letters  have  not  been  fairly  laid  before  them ;  and 
we  therefore  withhold  our  remarks,  till  we  shall 
have  received  the  Paris  edition. 

We  observe,  that  the  immediate  aaents  of  the 
Directory  are  much  displeased  at  the  terms  in 
which  we  speak  of  the  Army  of  the  East.  This 
is  well.  When  we  speak,  or  even  think,  of  the 
perpetrators  of  such  unheard  of  cruelties  as  these 
men  have  committed  in  Italy  and  Egypt,  without 
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the  keenest  indignation,  may  we  meet  the  contempt 
of  every  good  man,  and  still  worse,  the  applause 
of  all  we  despise  and  detest ! 

The  French,  as  the  poor  Cardinal  Antici  once 
observed,  **  know  how  to  distinguish;*'  but  we 
are  not  solicitous  of  their  notice.    Without  con- 
•  sidering  what  effect  6ur  strictures  might  have  on 
them,  or  caring  whether  they  had  any,  we  deli- 
vered a  plain,  unvarnished  tale.    Our  authorities 
\ycrc  submitted  to  the  world;    and  if  the  fair 
conclusions  we  drew  from  them  have,  as  their 
writers  say,  contributed  to  make  their  countrymen 
i^ared  and  hated  in  every  part  of  Europe,  we  sin-* 
cerely  rejoice  »lt  it*    This  was  the  point  we  had  in 
view :  but  we  took  no  crooked  or  indirect  meant 
to  attain  it — and  since  a  faithful  narrative  of  their 
enormities,  recorded  by  their  own  pens,  has  had 
the  salutary  efiect  of  which  their  politicians  speak, 
the  Egyptian  expedition  cannot  be  regarded  in  fu- 
ture as  wholly  useless* 

Of  the  motives  for  this  expedition  a  pretty 
ample  account  has  been  given  in  the  Introduction 
to  the  former  Part.  We  have,  therefore,  nothing 
to  add  here  on  the  subject,  but  a  simple  declara- 
tion, that  all  we  have  since  heard  and  seen  con- 
coming  it,  serves  but  to  corroborate  our  former 
opinion,  and  to  plac^  it  almost  beyond  the  pos- 
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sibility  of  doubt*     Tuc  aehy  of  the  East  was 

CERTAINLY  Iff  ANT  TO  BE  SACRIFICED* 

*«  But  how,"  ggy  the  French  critics  (for  they 
labour  this  point  with  uncommon  earnesto^s) — 
**  how  can  this  be  true,  when  the  son  of  the  Di- 
V  rector  Merlin  was  embarl^ed  in  it?*'  This  we 
did  not  know  before ;  but  n'importe — ^if  the  Di- 
rector Merlin  himself  had  been  embarked,  instead  . 
of  his  son,  we  should  not  hav^  varied  one  jot  in 
our  opinion.  We  never  said,  indeed  we  never 
supposed,  that  Bonaparte  and  Berthier  were  doom- 
ed to  destruction  with  the  rest ;  and  we  see  no  phy*- 
sical  impossibility  in  completing  the  trio  of  sacro- 
sani:ts  with  the  **  son  of  the  Director  Merlin." 

**  But  who  can  imagine  for  a  moment,"  con- 
tinue they  I  •*  that  the  Directory,  so  sensible  of 
'^  the  merits  of  their  armies,  and  so  attentive  to 
^*  their  happiness,  could  wantonly  destroy  them? 
'*  No  one ;  the  thing  is  impossible." 

These  gentlemen  have  a  triumphant  way  of 
putting  their  questions;  they  grow  impatient  too, 
like  Sisera's  mother,  and  answer  themselves.  But 
we  are  not  quite  so  rapid.  If  they  would  consent 
to  reduce  their  proposition  to  a  logical  form,  we 
should  strenuously  deny  the  major,  and  force  them 
to  begin  a-new.^— But  seriously ;  where  does  this 
attention  of  the  Directory  to  the  happiness  of  their 
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armies  appear?  In  their  treatment  of  that  id  ques- 
tion, peradventure.  Hear  then  the  speech  of  Bo* 
naparte  to  it,  on  the  day  of  its  embarkation  for 
Egypt. 

**  Officers  and  Soldiers! 
*•  It  is  now  some  time  since  I  have  had  the 
**  command  of  you*    I  found  you  on  the  river  of 
**  Genoa,  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  misery:  you 

••  WERE  IN  WANT  OF  EVERY  THING  ;  AND  YOU  HAD 
••  SACRIFICED  EVEN  YOUR  VERY  WATCHES   TO  PRO- 

**  CURE  YOURSELVES  bread"  !  I ! — This  IS  onc  glo- 
ripus  proof,  among  a  thousand,  of  the  sensibility 
of  the  government  of  France  to  the  merits  of  their 
armies,  and  of  the  interest  they  take  in  their  hap- 
piness ! 

Having  completed  our  preliminary  remarks, 
it  may  not*  be  amiss,  perhaps,  to  recapitulate, 
but  in  the  briefest  manner,  the  atchievements  of 
the  *'  Hero  of  Italy/'  and  the  army  he  thus 
harangued.  Bonaparte  lands  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Alexandria,  professing  his  ♦*  faith  in 
•'  the  Cor  AN,  and  his  inviolable  regard  for  the 
•*  Turks;'*  he  then  marches  against  that  city, 
which  is  wholly  garrisoned  by  Turks,  and  which 
he  forbears  to  summon,'^  that  he  may  have  a  pre- 
text for  carrying  it  by  assault  and  giving  it  up  to 

•  Ste  Adjutant-General  Boyer's  letter.  Part  First,  p.  132. 
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plunder  and  indiscriminate  alaug^iter  for  the  space 
of  four  hours  1*  Streaming  with  blood,  he  then  pro- 
claims,  that  he  is  come  *'  to  restore  the  Egyptians 
to  the  full  possession  of  their  property,  which  had 
been  invaded  by  the  Beys,  their  oppressors ;'  and 
sets  out  for  Cairo  without  money  or  provisi(^s, 
trusting  entirely  to  pillage  for  the  subsistence  of 
his  army  1  **  The  villages  of  the  Egyptians"  (say 
all  the  letters  public  and  private),  **  were  sur- 
rounded with  heaps  of  gndn,  while  their  littk 
fields  were  full  of  nutritive  and  refreshing  vege- 
tables." Are  they  so  now  ?,  Now,  that  the  en- 
lightened propagators  of  the  Rights  of  Man  have 
rescued  their  inhabitants  from  the  '*  oppression  of 
the  Beys"?  Ah,  no!  the  fields  are  stripped  of 
every  thing,  and  the  heaps  of  grain  carried  off,  to 
exchange  for  more  portable  plunder,  +  and  to  pay 
for  the  hire  of  the  transports  which  imported  this 
exterminating  plague. 

•  See  Part  First,  p.  150.  Wc  take  this  opportunity  of 
correcting  a  mistake  which  we  fell  into  respecting  this 
letter  (No.  XXII.)  From  the  difficulty  of  making  out  the 
writing,  we  attributed  it  to  Adjutant- General  Boyer,  for  so 
we  read  the  name.  We  are  now  convinced  that  it  was  Royer, 
having  since  seen  a  letter  of  General  Berthier's,  in  which  this 
officer  is  frequently  mentioned.  The  reader  will,  therefore, 
have  the  goodness  to  correct  this  misnomer,  and  wherever 
the  XXIL  letter  is  quoted,  to  insert  Royer  instead  of  Boyer. 

t  Sec  Bonaparte's  letter  to  Klcber,  Part  First,  p.  6y 
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Still  tDrmentcd  with  the  thirst  of  rapine^  Bb# 
naparte  hat  scarce  taken  possession  of  Cairo,  aftct 
defeating  the  Mameloucs,  ere  he  proceeds  widi 
the  major  part  of  hi$  harassed  forces,  to  seize  on 
die  ciiittvafi.  Sniffled  in  ^is  attempt  by  the  supe* 
rio^gallantry  of  his  0{^>onent8,  he  returns  to  his 
Ibrmer  position ;  where,  in  the  utmost  distress  for 
money  to  quiet  the  clamours  of  his  troops,  who 
had  received  no  pay  since  they, left  Toulon,  he  at* 
tempts  to  revive  a  farce  which  he  had  frequendy 
exhibited  in  Italy,  with  too  much  success*  He 
selects  a  few  poor  wretches  from  the  dregs  of  the 
populace,  cloaths  them  in  tri-coloured  scarfs,  dig* 
nifies  them  with  the  name  of  Cheiks  and  Agas, 
and  thrusts  them  together  into  a  large  room, 
where  they  are  told  they  constitute  a  Divan  ;  and 
where,  under  the. tuition  of  the  General,  and  the 
bayonets  of  the  soldiery,  they  are  to  proceed  with 
due  gravity  to  pass  decrees  for  levying  contribu* 
tions,  and  despoiling  their  countrymen  of  their 
lives  and  properties  in  the  name  of  Liberty, 
£(^AUTY,  and  France! 

The  extreme  ignorance  of  Bonaparte  respecdng 
the  manners,  habits,  Sec.  of  the  Eastern  nations, 
prevented  him  from  discovering  that  the  miserable 
objects  he  had  chosen  for  the  government  of  Egypt 
(Copdc  scribes  and  Jew  pedlars),  were  precisely 
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<he  pebple  to'  fender  h  impra/ctiahh  ftad  hatdfii!# 
The  contempt  wi&  which  thid  description  of  per- 
sons has  been-treated  for  ages,  and  the  odium  with 
which  they  are  universally  regarded,  are  scarce 
secrets  to  a  school-boy  out  of  France — and  Bona* 
pai  tc  and  his  Swans  had  yet  to  learn  them !  Thejr 
were  learned  however ;  for  no  earthly  power  couid 
force  the  people  of  the  country  to  pay  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  mandates  of  such  a  ridiculous  set  <^ 
<^  bearded  automatons  :'*  and  the  General,  whose 
wants  became  hourly  more  urgent,  saw  himself 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  assembling  a  more  re* 
spectable  Divan. 

From  this  moment  all  is  doubt  and  uncer* 
tainty.  A  general  insurrection  seems  to  have  fol- 
lowed this  meeting :  but  its  immediate  causes  and 
consequences  are  yet  to  be  developed.  Not  a 
single  official  letter  has  reached  Europe  since  it 
took  place,  and  the  few  private  ones  which  have 
come  to  hand  are  more  calculated  to  provoke  than 
to  satisfy  the  public  curiosity.  It  only  appears 
that  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  fell  on  eadj^ 
side;  but  whether  the  French  ultimately  pre- 
vailed, and  have  to  look  to  a  second  insurrecticm 
for  their  final  extermination,  or  whether  they 
were  cut  off  in  that  of  which  we  speak,  is  a  mat* 
See  Royer^f  letter.  Part  Fint,  p.  162, 
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tifc'W  which  this  part  of  the  world  remain$  at 
present  in  perfect  ignorance.  t)ar  own  opinion 
is,  that  the  "  Army  of  the  East'*  is  by  this 
time  a  shadow  of  a  shade ;  and  that  iamong  the 
few  which  may  yet  reach  France  after  the  recap^ 
tiiire  of  Alexandria  (an  event  that  must  speedily 
tafce  place)  not  one  will  be  found  who  shared  in 
the  **  immdrtal  battle  of  the  Pyramids,"  or  the 
tridmphant  **  expedition  to  the  confines  of  Syria" ! 

*.*  But  the- 'French,'*  exclaim  the  Jacobins, 
**  have  received  recent  intelligence  from  Egypt, 
and  they  tell  us  the  army  is  in  a  more  flourishing 
state  than  ever."  No  doubt  of  it  I-r-.-but  we  are 
pleased  \feith  the  interruption,  because  it  gives  us 
an  opportunity  of  making  a  few  remarks  for  the 
first  and  last  time,  on  the  subject  of  their  boasted 
intelligence. 

We  begin  then  with  a  bold  assertion — it  is, 
diat,  with  the  exception  of  such  packets  as  were 
on  board  the  Genereux^  and  which  might  reach 
Paris  by  the  way  of  Aticona,  the  Directory 

HAVE  NOT  RECEIVED  A  SINGLE  ORIGINAL  DISPATCH, 
NOR  THE  PEOPLE  OF  FrANCE  A  SINGLE  ORIGINAL 
LETTER  FROM  THE  ArMY  OF  THE  EaST,  SINCE  THE 

CAPTURE  OF  Malta,  The  first  dispatches  of  Bo- 
naparte and  Berthier  were  taken  by  the  Turks  and 
sent  to  Constantinople.     There  the  Porte  per- 
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luittjcd  thfem  to  be  copkd  by  .the  'dijQfercfat  embas- 
sadors; and  those  who  iire  acquainted  witb.th^ 
.  politics  of  one  of  the  Northern  cburta^nho  know 
that  the  French  have  an  active. agent  in  every  oioe 
gf  ita:  ministers^  will  not  be  long  at  ajjfo9«:for 
the  manner  in  wJUich  diey  reached  th/e  Directory • 
rdlvaidleitery^thabis  to  sa;)r,  copies  afd^em)  k«9i(r 
found  Aidx  way  taFrahcedil-ough  th«^Bi^ahaiit> 
Aejl ;  for  most  of  the  oiiginakayeiinrthia  c^ftj^ip 
.  lUThduncontroulable  dominion  which  w^pQSilesb 
inttheiMiediJLebraiiean^  and  the  anniliihaiqd.^clfiybe 
Ftjcncli  iU^  in  tliit  seav^have  rea^eieed  whfbE-wia$ 
before!  matter  ctf  exti^eme  difficulty*,  almost  aoi 
imp6isiWky»r  All  the  intercepted  iktters.  are  fyfl 
^f  i^omphun^i  ofithe  want  of  intelligence^;  im^ 
.is.  received,*  and  jaone.is  sent»  unless  t<>  be  tcikcte 
before  tlieireyes  byour  cruizersi»  Nuy,  ao  cowp 
jrfetely  are  the  (French  in  Egypt  scduded  frpm'^the 
rworld,  thatdvenin.their  last  letters  we  find  ihoii 
i^itogejther  igncxrant  of  the  three,  e^^ents  which  taioqt 
gwcem  them,  the  hostility  of  the  Turks,  the,  revbit 
pf  the  Malted,  and  the  renewal  of  thie  warin  Itdlyd 
Bonaparte him$elf  (**  the  undisturbed  posses^r 
of  Egypt,"  as  he  is  styled)  is  so  sensible  of  the 
innumerably  obstacles  which  oppose  his  coninmr 
nicating  with  Franc^^  that  he  has  long^ince  cea^ 
to  attempt  il  in.  the  utual  W2^y ..  From  the  p^iid 
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of  his  defeat  by  Ibrahim  Bey,  he  has  ceased 
wfidng  alldgether,  and  has  had  recourse  lo  the 
pmss.  His  officialpapersof  every  kind  are  ptfiut^ 
lA  gveat  numbers,  and  trusted  to  itinerant  Syrians, 
Jews,  fcc^  who  frequent  the  ^EgyptkhmtrtSr  and 
^ho  ami  paid  for  conveying  ihdAisearetiy  tc^Scan- 
ikroon^  Berut,  or  .St;  John.  dLAxjnev  in  biype&  of 
fitting  some  neutral  vessA  tiiece  that  ^ill  under- 
Oka  10  forward  them  to  France*  We  have  noiw 
iyefore  us  several  copies  of  the  JQ^nsrars  hat  dis- 
IHHeheS;  which  were  discoverad-plaited  into  the 
nlothes  of;  a  Jew  at  Aci«*  Others  have  h^nd 
dleir  way  to  Constantinople,  and  from  thoice  to 
France.  Sitft  we  would  ask  our  readers^  if  they 
can  desire  a  stfbnger  proof  o£^the  dreadful  isku»- 
lioii  to  which  Boaaparle  is  yednded,  dian  this  ex- 
]Midieiit,^^-«avouring  so  strcmgly  ucrf* despair  ? 

'  We  must  not  permit  this  second  selection  of 
tntsfoepted  letters  to  go  into  the  handt  6f  the 
^public  wiilidut  e9cp»ssing  our  dediied  opini<m 
of  the  importance  of  the  matter  they  contam^ 
aiid  the  signal  benefits  that  will  be  derived  from 
tibeift  to  the  cause  of  political  history.  This^ 
indeed,  we  shaH  do  with  the  greater  readiness; 
iS  the  taidesicy  of  dhe  publication  has  been  vastr 
dbserred  by  some;  aiid  perverted  by  othecs.  Th^ 
iH'in&rmed,   md  careless  have  been  abk  ti* 
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dif cover  but  littfe  in  it;  the  seaedy  mortified 
have  afifectrd  to  ask  *^  cui  bono?'*  iffailetfae  cho^ 
rough-paced  Jacobin,  anxious  only  &r  the  credit 
of  France,  has  boldly  ventured  on  thitffOffl  which 
French  confidence  itself  ha«  shrunk ,  and  unblii^ 
ingly  quesdoned  its  authenticity.^  The  hit  chM 
i£  critics  we  may  da&iy  leave  to  the  judgtuemi  i)f 
alt  wlio  are  capable  of  receiving  a  sincere  imptr^s^ 
sion  from  truth*  suid  rettihi  to  tte  object  which 
was  first  anndiinced* 

There  have  been  former  expeditions  to  the  cdgM 
of  Africa;  tlraUgh  conducted  upcm  principki^  dif- 
fering toto  oodo  firomtfan  systematic  plan  of  veb«> 
bery  and  proscription  which  seems  to  have  directed 
^At  pMsent*  The  nearest  approach  diey  makeM 
isach  other,  is  in  the  miseries  they  have  endiiied  ifr 
common*  How  much  more  impressive  would  htf 
our  remembnuiceof  the  second  voyage  of  Ghartetf 
V.  and  of  the  miserable  adventure  of  Don  8ebai« 
tjaa,  if  ooeof^he  armies  had  poured  out  (ifatt)iigb 
dio  medium  of  an  ^*  Intercepted  Corvespo&dincje*')^ 
ki  hunentatiohs  on  the  stonn  which  so  nearly 
destroyed  the  whoie  fleets  and  with  it,  every  hopt^ 
of  returning :  and  the  other  vented  its  terror  (fto^ 
dread&Uy  justified  by  the  evont)  of  the  imfJacabi6^ 
hostility  of  Muley  Moluch !  But  they  wtot^  n^ 
*  S^  tke  Mmitng  Chfdniclc. 
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letters,-— or,  if  they  did,  there  -was  lio  vigilant 
enejny  at  hand  to  capture  them.  It  was  reserved 
by  Providence  for  a  master  nation,  in  after  times, 
to  sufier  the  long  meditated  scheme  of  hlood  to  be 
carried  a  certain  lenigth  towards  its  completion; 
then  ta  ^l^fie;.  the  fatal  passage  on  the  heels  of  the 
emboldened  invaders,  and* not  only  to  cut  thein 
suddenly  off  from  every  hope,  but  to  hold  forth 
to  the  present  age,  and  to  all  posterity,  the  alarm 
and  self-condemnation  of  the  perpetrators  of  the 
guilt! 

And  even  if  we  looked  at  the  Correspondence 
with  no.  higher  view,  never  surely  was  there  a 
more  iutfresting  one  submitted  to  the  eye  of  the 
reader.  Every  man  must  recollect  how  his  feel* 
ings  have  been  checked,  while  a  uniformity  of 
narration  has  deadened  the  interest  which  should 
naturally  spring  from  events  of  infinite,  variety 
and  moment.  But  here  our  liveliness  of  percep* 
tion  never  abates,  nor  is  our  animation  ever  suf- 
fered to  languish.  Not  only  are  facts  of  the  ut- 
most importance  described,  but  (what  is  rarely  to 
be  £^und  in  common  history)  the  existing  opi' 
nions  concerning  them.  All  the  writers  are 
pouring  forth  their  undisguised  thoughts  on  the 
hazard  of  their  situation,  into  the  bosoms  of  their 
£unilies  and  fidends.    Their  hopes  and  fears,  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iNTRODUCTION.  XVU 

cralutity:  and  repentance,  dieir  difitress  and  their 
presumption » all  pass  in  quick  and  various  review. 
Tbeir  entire  conditiob  is  before  us  ;-^*-quicquid 
agUQt,  votuoD,  timer,  ira — ^in.  shorty  there  is  all 
bat  the  voluptas* 

We  turn,  however,  to  a  more  serious  object} 
and  wish  to  point  out  ^e  peculiar  uses  to  be  drawn 
from  this  Correspondence. 

There 'is  no  instance  on  record  in  which  thi 
history  of  a  most  important  expedition  has  beeci 
given,  not  only  with  such  truth  and  dispatch,  but 
with  so. much  salutkry  conviction  for  the  future 
repose  and  safety  of  manidnd.  That  some  who 
have  led,  and  some  who  have  fbllowgl  armies, 
have  described  their  operations  is  most  certain; 
But  the  vanity  of  one  man,  the  error  or  interest 
of  another,  aflPords  but  a  slender  groDnd  (compa« 
ratively  speaking)  on  which  to  build  historical 
confidence  ;  and  in  proportion  as  we  recede  from 
the  unbkased  testimony  of  numl)ers,  the  chance  of 
truth  is  lessened.  This  seems  but  a  common  re- 
mark; but  wie  shall  have  tnore  than  a  common 
nse  for  it  when  the  campaigns  of  Bonapdrte  in 
Italy  shall  be  given  us  (as  has  long  been  threat-' 
ened)  frcwn  **  AUTHoaiTxJ' 

Unfofluaidtely  thcfreiano  ^^intercepted! corre- 
spondence''^ froib  dntarmy;  nothing,  therefore, 
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remains  to  oppose  to  the  **  authority' -which  is  to 
overawe  us  but  the  settied  inaedulity  of  the  inielt 
ligent,  against  French  falsdiood  laboufing  to  dig- 
nify and  adorn  French  <:rueky  and  rapirie.  But 
if  ever  die  Egyptian  expedition  should  be  officially 
described  by  the  authors  of  it,  (of  which  we  have 
no  doidbt)  and  the  inischief$  ami  miseri^^  «^f  il, 
sunk  or  glossed  over  by  the  terrified  and  ptostitute 
*•  Savans,"  (and  of  this  we  have  as  little  doubt,) 
THEN  will  these  Letters  rise  up  in  judgment  against 
them! — Then. will  the  original  depravity  of  the 
plan  be  distinctly  seien  with  the  fatality  of  its  ^xe^ 
cutionl  Whait  began: iiii.iniqoity  ended  in  ruin* 
Unceasiriganiiety  and  distress  marked^vei^  stage 
of  the  accursed  work^  till  the  love  of  blood  an4 
plunder  finally  sunk  under  tbe>  dreadful  chastise- 
ment  it  hiidi«»luntarily  provoked. 

And  this  leads  ub  to  the  important  cot^eqiiences 
to  be  derived  to  the  world,' no^  only  from  the  failure 
q£  the  adveikture,  but  from  the  declaratieoB  of  the 
adventurers  themselves  concerning  it.  We  scruple 
not  to  say  9  that  if  any  thing  is  hereafter  to  preserve 
Egypt  from  the  resdessijess  of  French  rapacity,  it 
will  be  these  collections  of  ♦*  intercepted  litters." 
They  **  speak  daggers*'  though  they  **  use  none." 
And  siirdly^  if  the  total  lUnprofitabkaess  of  the 
country  which  has  been  coveted  by  -them  for  sa 
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many  ages ;  and  the  execrations  of  a  whde  army, 
or 'those  who  sent  them  to  certain  iliestnictioii,  have 
ai^  {>oWer  todeter—^is  will  be  the  last  AttEMPt 
on  the' ever  hostile  sands  of  Africa. 

One  word  more;    The  reader 'of  these  Letter! 
(especially  if  he  has  been  accustomed  to  interest 
hinmelf  in  the  events  of  other  times),  cannot  but 
be  struck  with  that  petty  air  of  antiquariantsm; 
that  small  dealing  in  historical  virtd,  which  so 
many  of  them  exhibit,  arid  which,  perhaps,  will  ^ 
be  found  to  distinguish  the  French  nation  in  most 
of  their  excursions,  i^^hcAer  in  peace  or  war.    But/ 
though  we  should  only  smile  if  conversation  were 
disfigured,  or  correspondence  unseasonably  usurps 
ed  by  the  affectation  of  siich  attainments,  we  must 
be  serious  when  the  repose  of  mankind  is  sacrificed 
to  the  nefver^nding  pretensions  of  exorbitant  power, 
purposely  disguised  in  the  pursuits  of  a  college  of 
**  Savans/'    We  may  safely  allow  %6mt  captaasi 
(p.  65.)  bursting;  with  his  new  acquirements,  (9 
describe  to  his  wondering  correspondent  the  "Pjr^ 
ramids,  commonly  called  the  Needles  of  Gleo* 
patra'*!  We  m^  safely  allow  his  more  mature 
intelligence  to  correct  a  **  vulgar  error,"  (p.  6 2,) 
and  restore  to  Severus  the  pillar  unjusdy  claimed 
by  Pompeyl  It  had  already  been    allowed  ta 
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^eNjQE  ()^ho,  a&  ^omaparte  $i&rme4  of  bim,  was 
in  V  excfilfcn^'j^djjfi  ofsiigh  tt|atters'.*}t  ta.sttuvi 

and  to  trace  out  jhe  tnieisppt  yrh^t  qi^JLi^t^i^ 
prun^4  Uia brines, -rr^But, what  §h*U  V^f  ^yif  Trea- 
tk^  thpmielvffl  are  swhjccjfid  ^o  tbje  infliiicnGc  of 
tbe&e  vpgiie  ptm«ui|s  ?  If  a  PeiU^  with  W^ftpww 
b  tQ  W.ilrteraiined  fey  the* enact  boupd&ri^s  (if 
any 'spill  cfti^xftiil  Ifaem)*  pf  tfe^  Nor*}  AJps;*^ 
tod  avpwc^'ofterrkory^b^Ioiiging  (q  ^inp^her  is 
lot  bo  pwrloioed  tlmmghji^  critical  di^quilifiw^n  of 
ihc;  aptient  bed  of  ith^  BLliioc?  These  are  d^rk 
dffOAiidty  biH'vlh^  ©hj^'Of  thqprt  4S  ^uJEpiendy 
cleitr;j  eat)fiiw»Q  ift  rendered  eternal.  J^re  the 
l»^  o^x\  hp  ftw^ftaio^dj  JEviWpe  is  exhausit«d 
witii  wai?!,  ?<ir  o*itipp€i  tes^ngpa  tlieir  ari^,  wait 
VipmfUrmi^fHQsdLiig  4@k«gi)Qss  qf  ^ntiq^ari4nsl 
ffh^  rt2ifceith/e  tpwWic  ,tr^n^iji|lity  upo^  coj^- 
iMOi^  wbiGb^heii^  ex^ertod.  Q»  thija^  conp^poi^cKted 
isi  a  JMsa^  in^herv^ao.siagjiy  pitpeijtfi^  ia  ai^y 
d^ntiinate  ^deJTi  >4ve>  ^oe^sai^ily  devoid  of  pre- 
eisddn.  But  their  purpose  4)  aiisW^ir^  by  it.  Upon 

these  doubtfr:the.y  graft  subsjtantMd  pow(^.    They 

f  ... 

.    •  Private  and .  more  profitable  reasons  made  tKem  forego 
this  restriction  iii^st  laid  upon  the  Errt{)irbr.   The^im  upon 
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go  to  wair  with  Gtuveiitis  in  tfacir  batiils^;'  andpob^ 
lie  rapine  is4hiis^  made  to  spniig  fix^m  ^ri'Snti^^ 
qnaled  system  of  geography  I 

Btit  we  turn  fit>m  tiaeir  rdpa^iiy  ift  Kufope  to, 
their  folly  in  Egyp't*  A  gwat  discovery  is  nonf- 
made,  wlnchis  to  crown  stU  the  pdUticaS  preten- 
sioM  bttherto  d^wn  frok  the  laeuhratidns  of  <h%^ 
National  InstitoteJ  Th*  li»e  ofvthe  c^iialis 
feimd  which  formerly  joitied  the  Red  Sea  to-t^ 
Pelusiac  branch  of  the  Nik.  Gommeroe'itt  ail- 
length  to  berestored  to  its  *^  wanted  fi^eedtoiV'^ 
bitM^n  die  Eastern  oc^,  and  titfe  wealth  <tf  In-" 
diais  to  b0  tyamferred  tothe  newpoMesson^f  DaM 
miitkal  Eyg^t^^Bt^  lo  be  seiion«\.  >  if tbe  timidity 
of  a^^  person*  has  for  si  moqient  beemak^med  af 
M9  nieMce  to  tlie  prosperity  of  hi^^duntiy^  h& 
m^y  tahh  hittys^lf  wtik 'tte  asst^ofid^  thu  w^l^l^ 
pek-iod  6f  the  world  was  ^  ixMnmei^cie  ^f  the  Eas€ 
maintained  thr4>iigb  the  channel*  w4ite&  i)}'now 
about  to  ruiiius*  That  there  was  snch  it  projectitf 
aiiti(|uity,  as  that  of  (^pentng  the  communication* 
of  which  we  qpeak^  i^  kn  histpiical  truths  tha^ 
there  vsas  am  attempt  at  the  execution  of  it,  i^  no 
kss  tvue. :  The  adviantages  whieh  anend^d  difa* 
building  ^£  Alexandria  were  still  disputed  in  some^ 
degree,  by  that  part  of  the  Syrian  coast  to  which 
th^  tt^de  of  the  East  had  founcf  its  way  from  a 
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vety  remote  time :  and  the  second  Ptolemy  aeems 
to  have  planned  the  scheme  in  question^  in  order 
to  decide  the  aflBiir  at  once,  by  establishing  a  com* 
petition  of  a  carriage  of  goods  entirely  by  water 
against  another  ,<)f  a:  mixed  kind* . 

That  Egypt  u9urpGd  the  trade  of  its  rival  is 
certain  i  but  it  was  not  through  the  £incied  canal 
of  Suez.  That  canal  was  never  ftnished ;  or,  if  we 
allow  it  to  have  b^en  compleiod,  it  Was  speedily 
abac^ooedf  .as  not.  answering  the  pur]x>se  for 
which  it  was .  intended.     The  navigation  was 
€Hh«r  too  tedious  or  too  dangerous;  add^  so  lar 
ftom  being  the  favourite  xesort  of  commerce  dur- 
ing successive  ages,  was  suddenly  stopped  by  thcL 
.  very  man  who  had  planned  itr     In  whatrsnone. 
convenient  spot  a^  port  fi>r  tb^  Eastern  trad^  was 
afterwards  prirpiuredi  it  does  not  belong  to  u&  to 
say.     It  is  suflBcient  to  have  pro\'ed  that  the 
present  plsin  i&  a  chim^era.  j  If  Le  Pere,  and  hia 
engineers  (pi.  ss)  would  but  look'  iato  StrabiH-^ 
but  this  we  will  not  cxpec^.:    We  rather  pefear 
tjbebi  to  4i  country m»i. of ^their  own,-  wbbrh  they 
would  have  done  well  to  take  in  their. pockets  in- 
stead of  Savary .     They  will,  find  in  M .  Ameiln 
hon,*  one  of  their  it/t/ Academician's,!  due*  inen- 

•  Sur  le  Commerce  des  Egypticns.    .The  reader  wil^|fi94 
the  first  part  of  it  abounding  with  that  amplification  of  doubt* 
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lion  niadie  of  the  fallacious  Work  th^y  are  jibout  to  • 
itvive,  and  of  the  'subsequent  removal  of.  the  trade  * 
to  another  place-^  place  niu6h  more  distant^ 
frojii  the  Nile,  than  Suez'  from  CairbV  and  re- 
quiring, we  presume,  afar  more  effectual  mastery 
of  the  inland  country,  than  is  likety  to  accrue  to 
these  n^ooi^ntdry  possessors  of  Egypt. 

'fhus  fer  of  their  policy.     It  would  have  been 
gratifying  to  us,  if  there  did  not  remain  a  par- 
ticiiW  of  another  riature  to  "be  very  solemnly' 
noticed.  *    The  general  tehdency  of  Frendi  prin- 
ciples to^  Corrupt  alt-morals,  as  well  as  ta'over- 
thw*w  aV*^ov^Mi«iit,^  has  been- matter  6f  long 
and- niefahdhdly Jttbeecvatibn,     Ifhe  letters  froiii ' 
Egypt,  i^fhik- they  confirm  this  truth,  add  oni' 
feature>ofp<^uIkr  horror  to  it.     Those  acts  of* 
private  licentiousness,  over  which  tne  unprin*' 
ci^edM^ems(iiVes'4iaTe  hitlierto  ^hdljaVonied  to 
thtiow  at^ast  «omc  slender  veil^  thUt  depravity* 
whichiins  tiUnow  feaiM  the  indi^nUionof  vir- 
tue ;«N^-ail  this  Ae  fourl  corre^ponOehcfe  thr6u<^h 
which  behave  traV€>lted,>  folly  and'sliattwie^vly^ 
exhibits.    ^^a)P  th«c*Jfi^hosfe'  tnoreWvdi^  rela- 
tion  to  us,  whose  years  and  sacred  authorty, 

ftil-h8tbiy;fti^*rtietoi4cal  iiiflatidn  whichiisually'v.  rks  the 
WtttlrtfKjtlirTes  into  antiquity  :  but  the  second  part  is  ft  : , 
viliJWe/Mfcl  Dirc/uld  'ntoiih  b<^ricf!t  l/[:'t^  Perc.' '  "    '  ' '  "' 
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manVinrf  has  coaspUed  jto  honour  wj^h  tkfi  moAt 
signal  respect, T-^FARENT^  themselves,  are  here 
made  the  depositaries  of  their  children  s  vices ! 

r GilANPE  t^FAS,  ET  JIOIJTE  PMNPUM* 


To  the  letters,  ivc  have  si^bjo^ned  ^h^  AddiC?ss 
of  the  Patriar<;|i  of  CopstaiitinQple  ^o.  tl^  Gr^k 
inhabitants  of  Uie  ifles  of  Corfou,*Z;(Ui()ei;  G6|>ka- 
Iqnj^f  Itffffz^ Jcc,  Itis^  a  very  qiiriou^  dpw 
n)0^;  a^  wUl,  we  doubt  not,  h^  r^ad  wj^  ^ 
cqn^idep^  degree  of  iqt^);iq&t.  The  fritBd;pf 
Te^gion and. |^2o4  order  will;  jecggni^Ke. th^  sub- 
stance of  it,  disguised  as  it  is  wiitl^  Qiany  !^cttlia-' 
litifss ;  and  the  loyei;.  of  sw^i^Qt  Uteratyre.  vnH 
recqve  with  cordiality  so  ^nuioe  asp^in^eubf 
Afi  l^guage  yet  u^d  l^y  the  d^^c^tidants  of  Xe- 
nophoQ  and  Pl^tp !. 

But  it  is  not  in  thfs  light,  (however  important) 
that  we  n^eaq  ^o  speak  oC  the  piece  in  c{uestioa« 
We  shajjl  ip^Iy  glance;  stf;jt  inconneotiM  with 
the  learned  missipp  ^  fk^(Sawms :  .theise  men^ 
too,,  have  furnijshifd,  an  Addr/CfiS?/iii  .Greek; 
which  the  reader. will  find  in  the/ Appendix  to 

•  Wc  did  not,  as  perhaps  we  ought  to  hare  done,  call  the 
reader^s^attention  to  the  sanguinary  re  julations  of  the  ipodern* 
Draco,  the  '« tjope  and  consolation"  of  the  hypocfitjcal 
whimperers  over  •*  suffering  humanity"  I  The  ^^  aqi|^6th 
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die  First  Pkt-  of  these  Letters^  <  Doubtless  they 
burnt  with!  impiLtieiice!  to  signalize  their  kaming 
in  promoting  the  views  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  r  ^rvi  scarcely  were  ibey  landed  at  Milta 
ere  their  leal  found  an  escape^  in  the  compositiba- 
of  the  paper 'in  question.    That  it  has  astopidiid 
the  people  of,  Paris  there  can  be  no  doulM,  Mdf 
that  is  il3s  chief  advantage ;  for  as  to  the  Credcs^ 
themselves,  they  wdll  natuiuUy  conclude  (what' 
indeed  k  the  truth),  that  diose  wko  circulatect  k 
wu^  mainly  ignoi^ant  of  die  proper  style  fei*  the* 
pbrsons  theyi  addiessed.    We^  wisii  not  to  fatigue 
the  reader  with  references,  but,  after  perusing  the 
Patriarch's  Epistle,,  let  14m  turn  to  the  letters 
written  by  certain  Greets  to  the  late  Enipress  of 
RiMsia,  and  which  he  wiU  find  in  Eton's  Sumy 

article  of  the  pi^pcr  in  qucjitioa  are  yct;,wc  ^lifve^  unii* 
vailed  in  the  annals  of  blood,  and  roust  stamp  the  brutal 
commander  u^o  febficated'  thenl  with' eternal' shkme  and 

disgrace.  ■'   '   '    .  '*..»-   .1j.-.' 

What^rer  m^  be  ^p  ultipiatf  cfl^cti^of  lfprtl.Ndwi!l!»iP- 
tory«  its  immediate  consequences  nuist  be  hig;h]y  beneficial 
totheCiredcs,  Who'are  de^dretf  to  deatfi  en  mass^,' (or  vihai 
caocseabcely  hi  tcrmedianioiiBSct^MT^'ardlifnatdh^  hf\t' 
from  ^e^^ qf.a^  roan  whc\^yffLatf4l\,'m  t^q  ^l^U\i^p^[oU 
his  species;  and  who^q  Code.of,Legtslatjo||»  lettered  on  the 
back  LiBERTVxKri  fi'<y>A  i!  x  W,  (iXntPins  nblhing,  tKroiigi 
liianr.a  bloodjipt^^  j>ut  an  emmalirep!itkio«i6f  the^  wdMti 
'« iijjusjicp.j^roscwptjoii,  and  ifturder"!, 
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of  the  Turkish  Erapire.-i-Ali:  these:  dit  ^smdent  * 
scholar  will  be  able  to  read  with  hut  Jitde  diffi* 
culty .  Making  allowance/or  an  initial  truncation 
cb:.' ttfO  (which  ^oon  betray  themselves  by  their 
frequent  recurrence)^  a  kanitig  lo  ooe  of  the 
t^BSto  (future)  in  prdference  to  the  rest,  a  visible 
attaf  hai^DC  to  potential  indications,  and  a  cum- 
br^HM  addition  of  (he  auxiUary  tdt&e  inflecled 
verb*  thcf  use  of iwkiJGh  is  still  i«taii»^d,'dic  rest  is  < 
ea£]^, enough,  fibt  ike  Scmdks^  whoiseem  to  think 
that  the  modebi  Qr^k  Ls  to  be  Jbund  at  the  great* 
est  possible  dijsta&ce  from  the  ancient^  have  heaped 
the  Tuggedness  of  Peliou  upon  that  of  .Ossa,  have 
added  "barbarism  lo  barbarism »  alid  sought  to  ob- 
tain the  praise  df  fidelity  by  .every  species  of  un* 
couthness!,  Notlso  think  the  Greeks,  of  the  Ar- 
chipelago, not  so  the  Archbishop  of  Constantin- 
ople. It  is  observable  he  addresses  die  very 
people  who  are  namecf  in  the  French  regulations, 
but  with  a  difference  of  language  which  clearly 
teaches  tisSvhat  inference  tb  draw  from  the  com- 
pai^isop.  In  short,, the,  Greeks  themselves  (unless 
vrhere:lbrdga  ignorance  interferes  to  check  them  ) 
endeavour  tc^  recollect  w'hat  they  can  of  their  an- 
cient mannej-^'a^  t]xeir  public,  addresses; free 
themselves  ia  nQiaf^ineasure  from  iboir  colloquial 
or  commercial  cohuptlons.    Thi Savans  take  the 
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opposite  method,  and  make  •'confusion  more  con- 
founded."— *'Rend,  tear,  pull, — that  I  may  have 
nothing  about  me  like  that  rogue  Peter.*'  They 
may  be  complimented  by  the  National  Insti- 
tute,—they  would  be  whipt  at  Samos. 
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Alextmirii^  U  19  M$sstior^  an  6. 

SItechy,  Capitaine  Adjuiant  d  TEtauMajor  da  Ginil 
m/ Bonaparte,  au  Citojen  Le  Mairs,  i  Paris. 

Jb  voulois  vous  ccrirc,  mon  chcr  Lc  Maire,  unc  longui 
lettre :  lisez  I'incluse  ;  elle  vous  appfendra  ou  nous  en 
sommes  pour  le  moment.  Dites  bien  des  choses  de  nu 
part  a  Madame  Dumuy,  et  que  j'aurai  soin  de  lu!  faire 
passer  une  lettre  bien  detaill6e  du  Caire,  od  j'esp^re 
pouvolr  bientot  arriver  avec  le  General  Bonaparte.  Ou- 
muy  est  ici ;  il  reste  a  Alexandrie  pour  y  organiser  divert 
corps,  traiter  avec  les  An^bes  Bedouins,  dont  vous  ave^ 
ci^bas  quelques  notices^  et  entret^nir  la  Gorrespondan<« 
avec  la  metropqle. 
PartII.  B 
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Nous  faisons,  mon  chcr  Le  Mai  re,  un  metier  bicn 
fatiguant.  II  n'y  .a  rien  de  comparable  dans  cette  guerr© 
avec  celle  de  rEurope.  Nous  nous  estimons  trcs-hcu- 
rcux  si  nous  pouvons  avoir  de  Teau  ct  da  biscuit.  Nous 
allons  faire  une  marchc  de  cinq  jours  a  travers  le  Desert. 
Cachetez  la  lettre  au  Citoyen  Doulcet.  Remcttez,  je 
vous  prie,  la  Note  ci-jointe  a  mon  oncle.  J*ai  ecrit  unc 
lettre  bien  longuda  Madame  Dumuy  de  MaUhe.  Je  vous 
ai  aussi  prevenu  de  Tenvoi  qui  a  ete  fait  de  mon  affairs 
d*avancement  au  Ministre  de  la  Guerre  par  Berthier. 
Voyez  Tallien  et  Hruix  ;  idites-leur  biert  des  choses  de 
ma  part.  Engagez-Ies  a  faire  terminer  un  >objet  si  facile 
a  arranger.  Voyez  vous-meme  ce.qu*il  est  possible  ile 
faire.  Donnez-moi  beaucoup  de  nouvelles,  et  recevcz 
I'assurance  de  mon  amitie. 

Mar.  Shecht. 

Note.  Les  Arabes  Bedouins  se  levent  chaque  jouf  d« 
^Ves-bonne  heure,  se  mettent  a  genoux  et  baisent  la  terre 
deux  fois  en  regardant  le  cicl.  Au  lever  du  soleil  et  a 
'  Tapparition  de  lalwne,  ils  font  la  meme  ceremonie  troi^ 
fois  de  suite,  en  tournant  les  regards  vers  cette  plancte. 
lis  sont  commandos  par  des  chefs  qu'ils  respectent,  ik 
les  saluent  toutes  les  fois  quils  pa^sent  devant  eux,  font 
la  plus  grande  attention  a  tout  ce  qu*ils  leur  disent,  et 
rcmpUssent  exactement  leurs  ordres. 
-^.  lis  sent  habilles  d'une  toile  blanche  de  Taine  qui  s*at- 
tache  a  leurs  cols,  ct  dont  lis  jettcnt  les  pans  sur  leurs 
cpaules.  Leurs  bras  sont  nuds. ,  Ils  ont  une  espece  de 
pantalon  large  qui  s'attache  aux  genoux.  La  jambe  est 
nue,  et  n'ont  qu*une  sandale  de  cuire  jaune  au  pied. 

Les  femmes  sont  habill^es  a  peu  pres'comtne  les 
hommes.     Elles  portent  leurs  enfans  sur  le  dos^     Elles 
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fiofit  •eoDsklctrces  de  leurs  maris ;  leUes  ne:it!»ge&t  paa 
Mreceox..  i^nirne  les  Scythdii,  Us  8'gtiibHs$^0t.<knsrjde9i 
camps  qu'ils  transportent  a  volonte  et.sehiDf]^  Qiccon*- 
stsbices.  Ife  cttpocteoltavM^x  toutes  ^^rst.fanuHps» 
qu'ils  iQcttent  sUr  dos \cfa«3^iiX9  dont  il^.  opt  ,un  J^a 
plus  gnmd  xsombre/que^d^  chevaux.  I.€S  femmes  et  le« 
cnfans  montent  sur  le  dp^'d'un  chamcau^  pu- s^  trau;ve 
une  espece  de  cabaoe  cixcuhisey  dans  laquelle  elks  sont 
tres-commodement  co^ichfcs  en^mWc^^yec  Icurs  €n« 
fans. 

lis  sc  voycnt  souvent  ct  sont  tres-familiers  ct  com- 
pbusants  entre  eux.  Led  pereeimes-  d'une  famille  ne 
mangent  jamais  chez  une  autre.  lis  font  des  ecHanges 
de  marchandises  ou  autres  objets  d'utllite  generale,  sans 
avoir  besoin  d'argent.  Tout  ce  qui  est  pi;is  appartient  au 
preneur;  Thomme  mejne,  fait  prisonnier,  peut  etrc 
vendu  par  cclui  qui  s'en  est  rendu  maitre,  ,sans  que 
d^autres  puissent. avoir  rien-  i  y  pretendre*  ^Ils  ant  ce- 
pendact  pour  habitude 'geninale,  de  ne  faire  que  deva- 
User  sans  tuer,  a  moins  qu'on  ne  leur  r6siste. 

Leur  xnaniere  de  vivre  est  treS'^dure.  <  lis  vivent  d'un 
pain  tres-noir,  cuit  sur  le  crotiii  de  leurs  chameaux. 
Leur  eau,  coiitenue  pendant  longtems.  dans  des  sacs  de 
peau  de  bdiiCy  expos^e  toujours  au  sQleil,  est  tres-puante; 
lis  trempent  leur  pain  dans  unt  espece  d'huile  qui  a  une 
tres-mauvaise  ddeur ;-  ils  la  recueilleht  au  militfu  des 
sables  du  Desert^  dans  des  sources  qui  ne  sont  connues 
que  d'eux  seuls,  ct  qu'on  ne  trouve  qu'a  une  distance  de 
vingt  lieues  Tune  de  Tautre. 

Chaque  famille  habite  seulc  une  meme  tente ;  ellc  est 
commandee  par  un  chef,  c'est  lui  qui  fait  la  guerre.  Les 
chevaux  dont  ils  se  servent  uniquement  dans  toutes  leurs 
expeditions,  sont  tous  de  la  plus  grande  agilite,  tous  sont 
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taovages  ttfhtnchinent  le»i»onu^ne3lesplMeaear^ioii 
avec  la  m&me  lrapidit€  qu'lis^ou^ent  daM'kJpIaiiie  ;_Ui 
tte  sont  jamais^  fdrr€s.       '"  .   ^         ./..    vr^. 

Ce  sent  des  oflkiers  fails  prteofmiert'cfatz  les  B6« 
Amiths,  qui  m'ont  dotm£  les  d£taite  ti^^destot;*  ^  ies'^i 
fccudillh  au  moment  ou  les'chefe'ATabcifedieiit  cheu 
Bonaparte  pour  traiter  av^c  liri/       •    •  -    "n 

Je  n*ai  pas  asscz  de  pawner  powf  faire  d»  enveloppca^ 
Faites  cclle  du  Citoycn  Douket*      *    -.         ..     .-'- 


TRANSLATJC^. 

Alexandria^  (19  Me5sidor)July  ^fh,  I798. 

Shecht,  Capimin^Adjutam  i9  iheSkaff  ^ Q^n^rai  hO'^ 
NAPARTfi,  H  Citizen  Le  Maihb,  a/  iV***..  . 

1  WISHED  to  write  you,  my  dear  L^  Mai<?e>  a  long 
letter — Read  the  inclosed^*  it  will  inform  yc^  where 
we  are  at  present.  Say  every  thing  fbc  me  io.  Madame 
Dumuy  ;  and  above  all,  s^Mure  her  that  I  will  take  care 
to  send  bcr  an  ample  account  of  all  our  tramactiossi 
from  Cjttro,  where  I  hope  to  arrive  soon,  with  Gieneral 
Bonaparte*  Dumuy  t  is  here ;  he  stays  behind  to  or^ 
ganize  the  troops  that  remain,  to  tc^t  with  the  Bedouia 

•  See  the  next  letter. 

t  Thi3  seems  to  be  the  person  mentioned  by  General  Mcnou 
(Part  I.  p*  9SO »  his  name,  indeed,  is  spelt  differently;  but  we 
ebservc  a  great  inacairaqf  with  respect  to  names,  throughout 
the  whole  of  tliis  Correspondence. 
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Ar3ibSy*  of  wtioni  you  will  fiiid  some  account  below^  and 
16  Open  i  communication  with  the  capitaL. 
'  We  dre  engaged  here,  my  dear  Le  Maire,  in  a  most 
fsitiguing  business.  '  The  wars  of  Europe  have. nothing 
in  common  with  this  of  Egypt.  We  reckon  ourselves 
f<»rtunate  in  the  extreme,  if  we  can  procure  biscuit  and 
water.  We  are  now  preparing  for  a  march  of  five  tiays 
across  the  Desert. 

Pot  a  wafer  in  Citixen  Doulcet's  letter  ;  and  pray  be 
kind  enough  to  give  the  subjoined  note  respecting  the 
Arabsy  to  my  un^le.  I  wrote  a  very  long  letter  to  Ma- 
dame Dumuy,  from  Malu :  I  wrote  also  to  you,  In« 
forming  you,  that  the  memorial  relative  to  my  promotioii 
had  been  transmitted  to  the  Minister  of  War,  by  Ber^^ 
thier.  Call  on  Tallien  and  Bruix ;  give  my  remem- 
brances to  them,  and  intreat  them  to  accelerate  an  affair 
which  may  be  easily  arranged :  try  yourself  too,  what 
can  be  done  in  it.  Write  me  a  long  letter,  and  accept 
the  assurances  of  my  friendship. 

Mar.  Shxcht^ 

Note. 

Thb  Bedouin  Arabs  constantly  rise  at  a  very  early 
hour,  drop  on  their  knees,  and  kiss  the  ground  twice, 
with  their  eyes  turned  towards  the  heavens.  At  sunrise, 
and  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  moon,  they  repeat  the 
same  ceremony  three  times,  directing  thdr  face  towards 
that  planet.  They  are  commanded  by  chiefs,  whom 
they  respect  \  they  salute  them  whenever  they  approach 
or  pass  them,  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  evory  thing 
they  say,  and  punctually  execute  all  their  commands^ 

Their  usual  dress  is  a  piece  of  white  woollen,  which 
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!thcy  fasleA  round  their  ndcks,  fhrowing^  the  cdmers  o?cr 
their  shouldei^  Their*  arms  are  quite  xuked*  They  have 
also  a  kind  of  pantaloon,  reaching^to  the  knee,  where  it 
is  fkstened ;.  the  legs,  like  the  arms,  are  naked :  they 
have  all  yellov^r  slippers. 

The  diress  of  the  women  differs  very  little  from  that 
of  the  men.  .They  carry  their  children  on  their  backs. 
They  are  in  good  estimation  with  their  husbands,  though 
they  do  not  eat  with  them.  Like  the  Scythians,  the 
Bedouins  dwell  in  camps,  which  they  move  at  pleasure, 
and  as  circumstances  lequire.  They  carry  with  them 
all  their  household  on  camels,  of  which  they  possess  a  far 
greater  number  than  of  horses.  The  women  and  chil- 
dren aife  placed  oa  the  back  of  one  of  these  animals,  in 
a  kind  of  circular  cot,  which  affords  them  all  a  $uf5cient 
space  to  lie  d6wn. 

They  visit  frequently,  and  live  in  a  state  of  great  fa- 
miliarity and  kindness  one  with  another  ;  but  it  is  ob- 
servable, that  one  family  never  eats  with  another.  They 
exchange  one  kind  of  merchandize,  or  one  object  of  ge- 
neral utility  for  another,  without  the  intervention  of 
specie,  of  which  they  have  no  need.  Every  thing  that 
is  taken  belongs  to  the  taker :  nay,  a  man  may  be  made 
prisoner,  and  even  sold  by  him  who  made  him  so, 
without  any  other  person's  pretending  to  interfere. 
Their  general  practice*  is  not  to  put  any  one  to  death, 
but  only  to  rob  him  ;  unless  he  should  be  rash  enough  tq 
make  resistance. 


-  •  Ctpendantf  in  the  original ;  this  word  must  have  escaped 
Shechy  through  inadvertence;  he  could  not  surely  have 
tho\ighl  it-atrange,  that  those  who  lyere  ^t  liberty  to. sell  their 
prisoneu's,  did  no^  Jkill  thejm. 
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'  Their  mtnner  of  living  is  very  hard.  They  feed  on 
a  species  of  bread  extremely  black,  and  baked  on  the 
duAg  of  their  camels*  Their  water,  kept* "for  a  long 
while  in  bottles  made  of  goats'  skin,  and  constantly  ex^ 
posed  to  the  heat  <^  the  sun,  is  extremely. offensive- 
They  dip  their  bread  in  a  Jdnd  of  oil  of  a  most  dis-^ 
iagreeabte  smell,  which  they  procure  in  the  midst  of  the 
sands  of  the  Desert,  from  springs  known  only  to  them- 
selves, and  not  less  than  fifty  or  sixty  miles  from  each 
othcr.^ 

•  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  caution  the  reader  to.  receive  as 
little  as  possible  of  what  the  French  pretend  to  give  from  the 
information  of  Arabs,  Copts,  ^c.  As  hr  as  the  senses  are  con- 
cerned, they  may  generally  be  trusted,  but  no  farther.  What 
the  prisoners  saw,  we  are  willing  to  believe  they  related  with  fi- 
delity ;  but  when  they  proceed  to  tell  us  (from  conversations,  of 
which  they  certainly  understood  not  a  single  word)  of  wonderful 
springs  of  oil  found  in  the  Desert,  and  kept  secret  from  all  the 
world,  but  the  French  y  we  can  only  say,  eras  crcdimuSf  hodu  nikilm 
Bituminous  and  unctuous  substances  are  sometimes,  indeed,  found 
floating  on  the  surface  of  small  |>ools  or  lakes,  and  — «-  but  'tis 
heedless  to  enter  further  into  the  subject,  on  such  authorities  as 
those  before  us. 

The  little  picture  of  the  domestic  economy  of  the  Arabs, 
though  rudely  sketched,  is  far  from  being  uninteresting.  Their 
simple  expressions  of  pious  dependence,  their  respectful  attach- 
ment to  tlieir  hereditary  chiefs,  and  their  familiar  and  affectionate 
intercourse  with  one  another,  cannot  fail  to  prepossess  the  reader 
a  little  in  their  favour  $  and  raise  them  in  his  mind  far  above  the 
atheistical,  turbulent,  and  unsocial  horde,  who,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  ferocious  Corsican,  have  traversed  a  thousand 
leagues  of  sea,  for  the  "  consolatory"  purpose  of  exterminating 
theml 

When  one  considers,  too,  the.  poverty  of  these  people,  their 
black  bread,  stinking  water,  and  rancid  oil,  their  burning  sands, 
and  interminable  deserts,  one  would  imagine  that  they,  at  least. 
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Every  fiimily.bts  a  tont  to  itselL  it  is  under  the 
command  df  a  thief)  and  it  is  he  only  who  makes  war. 
Their  horses^  which  are  eadiisivdly  reserved  for  their 
excursions^  are  inconceivably  active ;  they  are  all  wild> 
and  ascend  the.  steepest  mountains  with  the  same 
sapidity  they  nin  on  even  ground.  They  are  never 
diod* 

.  All  these  details  Were  given  ms  by  the  officers  who 
had  been  made  prisoners  by  the  Bedouins  on  our  land- 
ing. I  collected  them  at  the  instant  that  the  chiefs  of 
the  Arabs  were  with  Bonaparte^  arranging  the  terms  of 
the  treaty. 

I  Have  no  paper  to  spare  for  covers.  You  will,  there* 
fore,  inclose  Citizen  Doulcet's  letter,  and  direct  it  to 
him. 


would  be  secure  from  the  rapacity  and  cruelty  of  France.  De- 
lusive thought!  that  nation  has  the  eternal  fever  of  the  tiger; 
and  presses  forward  with  blind  and  inconsiderate  fiiry>  to  slake 
its  thirst  in  the  blood  of  all  it  can  reach,  and  overcome. 
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No.  II. 


Alfxandrifp  le  19  Messiddf. 

* 

Shechy,  Capitalne  AdjudMnt  a  PEM^Maj^r  du  Gini^ 
r«/BONAPAtTBt  au  Cit9yen  DouLCET,  Rui  Si. 
Fiacre f  prh  celk  du  Sentier,  q  Paris. 

J  s  pro6te  du  seul  instant  que  j'ai  pu  avoir  depuis  la 
prise  de  cette  viUe^  pour  remplir  I'engagement  que  j'ai 
omtracte  avec  vous. 

Notre  voyage  de  Toulon  a  Malthe  n'a  ete  accom* 
pagne  d'aucun  6v6nenient  bien  interessant*  Voua  con- 
liois$ez  deja  toutes  les  particularit^s  de  la  prise  de  cette 
isle  impcMtante.  Nous  avons  mb  a  la  voile  le  30  Prai* 
rial  au  soir,  et  par  un  vent  du  N.  O.  qui  regne  continu* 
^Uement  dans  ces  parages  durant  la  saison  actuelle,  nous 
avons  pousse  dans  douze  jours  devant  Alexandrie. 

Le  13  au  soiri  apres  avoir  donn£  tous  les  ordres  n6- 
cessaires  pour  eflPectuer  le  debarquement  dans  la  nuit^  le 
G£n£ral  en  Chef  s'est  enibarqu6  a  bord  d'une  galere  de 
Malthe,  a  Teffet  de  pouvoir  approcher  plus  pres  de  la 
4;6te  ;  inalgr6  les  conseils  prudtnts  des  marins  qui  pre- 
tenddejQt  un  d6barquement  impossible,  a  cause  de  la 
violence  des  vents,  et  des  resdfs  qui  remplissent  la  Baye 
de  Marabout,  le  G6n£ral  Bonaparte  a  poursuivi  son 
projet  de  descente,  tt  Ta  fait  effectuer  dans  ce  point 
meme.  Marabout  est  a  trots  lieuesd'Alexandrie ;  j'6tois 
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du  nombre  des  officiers  d*£tat-Major  qui  Vont  accom- 
pagne. 

Descendus  sur  la  plage,  nous  avons  rencontre  4es 
Generaux  Menou,  Kleber,  Bon,  et  Regnier :  celui-ci 
^voit  tres-peu  de  monde  de  debarque  ;  il  a  re^u  ordre 
de  garder  le  point  de  debarquement ;  les  autres  sont 
partis  sur  trois  colonnes  pour  marcher  sur  Alexandrie. 

Le  General  en  Chef  et  son  Etat* Major,  apres  avoir 
dormi  pendant  deux  heures  sur  le  sable,  ae  soht  eveill^s 
pour  se  mettre  a  la  tete  des  divisions.  Celle  Kleber  oc* 
cupoit  le  centre,  et  se  dirigeoit  droit  sur  la  Colonoe  de 
Pompee.  Celle  Menou  6toit  placee  a  la  gauche  de  celle- 
ci,  et  longeoit  la  mer.  Celle  Bon  etoit  i  la  droite  dc 
Kleber,  et  marchoit  sur  la  porte  de  Rosette*  Noui 
nous  sommes  mis  a  la  tete  de  la  division  Kleber. 

Nous  apperf  umes  a  la  pointe  du.  jour  quelques  cava* 
Kers  qui  s'avan^oient  sur  nous,  et  qui,  voyant  que  nous 
n'avions  point  de  cavalcrie,  sont  venus  nous  tirer  des 
coups  de  carabine  jusqu*a  la  ponee  du  pistolet ;  mais 
nos  tirailleurs  s'etant  avances  rapidement  au  milieu  des 
collines  qui  bordoient  nos  fiancs,  les  ont  forces  a  s'eloi- 
gner.  Nous  continuames  notre  marche,  toujours  a  pied, 
jusqu'a  pres  de  |  de  lieue  de  la  ville  :  a  quelques  pas  de 
la,  nous  trouvames  une  mosquee  oil  etoit  placee  une 
citerne ;  nous  bumes  avec  delice  d*une  eau  douce,  que 
les  fatigues  de  la  marche  nous  ont  fait  trouver  des  plus 
agreables. 

Arrives  a  la  Colonne  de  Pompee,  nous  y  fimes  en- 
core une  petite  halte.  Nos  tirailleurs  s'etoient  cependant 
avances  tres-pres  des  murs,  et  faisoient  le  coup  de  fiisii 
avec  les  Alexandrins,  qui  les  bordoient  de  toutes  parts* 
he  General  en  Chef  m'envoya  sous  les  murs  de  la  place 
reconnoitre  leur  situation  ;  j'approchai  seuljusqu'a  la 
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^pbrt^B  de  plstckt ;  a  peine  commenfois-je  a  considered 
les  forts  avec  une  lorgnette,  que  j'entendis  subitement 
les  ciis  de  plusiburs  femmes  et  enfans  qui  paroissoient 
sur  les  remparts.  Aussit&t  je  fus  accueilli  par  une  fu<p 
sillade  des  plus  vives  :  un  volontaire  place  a  30  ou  40 
pas  derriere  moi  tomba,  blesse  a  Tepaiile  gauche* 

Ayant  rempli  la  -mission  qui  me  fut  confiee  par  la 
General,  je  revins  trouver  quelques  volontaires  epar-* 
pilles  dans  la  plaine  ;  et  apres  aroir  retire  le  volontaire 
Uess6  par  le  feu  de  Tennemi,  je  le  condubis  avec  eux 
a  la  Colonne  de  Pompee,  ou  etoit  reuni  tout  r£tat» 
Major. 

Le  General  ordonne  de  battre  la  charge,  et  d'attaquer 
sur  tou$  les  points.  Nos  troupes  volent  aux  remparts, 
•t  les  franchissent  dans  un  instant,  malgre  une  grele  de 
baizes  et  de  pierres  qui  n'ont  pas  laisse  de  nous  tuer  ct 
blesserdu  monde.  Le  General  monte  rapidement  sur 
une  butte  assez  elevee,  qui  commande  et  la  ville  et  le 
port  a  Tcffet  d'observer  Tattaque.  Les  Gencraux  Kle- 
ber  et  Menou  furent  blesses.  Tun  a  la  tete,  Tautre  n'a 
ca  que  des  contusions.  Ces  blessures  ne  soot  point 
mortell^s. 

Un  des  forts  ayant  ete  pris  d'assaut,  le  General  m'en« 
voya  chercher  les  prisonniers  a  TefFet  d'en  tirer  quelques 
renseignemens.  A  mon  arrivee,  il  me  renvoya  dans  la 
yille,  pour  y  faire  battre  la  generale,  et  ordonner  aux 
troupes  qii}  y  etoient  entrees,  et  qui  faisoient  le  coup  de 
fusil  avec  les  habitans,  d'en  sortir,  et  de  se  mettre  en 
bataille  sous  la  butte  ou  il  etoit  place. 

£ntr6  dans  la  ville,  et  voyant  la  conduite  desesperce 
^es  Alexandrins,  qui  ne  cessoient  de  nous  assaillir  dii 
^aut  de  leurs  toits  et  de  leurs  fenetres  de  coups  de 
^i^^res  et  de  fusils,  je  me  vis  dans  b  necessite  de  mettre 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t±  COPIES   OF 

▼lAgt  hommes  de  chaque  c&t€  det  ruts  que  JQ  traversal 
pour  empdcher  \ts  mesures  hostilcs.  Malgr6  cda  let 
eoups  de  pierres  ne  laisserent  pas  dc  me  bless^r  quelques 
volontaires. 

J 'arrival  devant  un  petit  fort  gardi  par  uqc  trentaine 
de  Turcs  i  ils  me  tirerent  quelqiies  coups  de  fusiis  ;  tnaia 
voyarit  grossir  la  troupe,  Us  firent  semblant  de  capttuler 
en  posant  leurs  iusils  a  )ft  terre,  et  en  ponssant  des  cris 
cffroyables, 

Comme  le  General  m'avoit  ordonn6  de  n'attaquer 
ancun  des  forts,  tnais  seulement  de  donner  les  ordres  de 
faire  bloquer  tous  ceux  que  je  rencontrerois  par  le% 
troupes  des  diverses  divisions,  je  Jugeai  a-pn^pos  d'ac- 
cepter  cette  capituIaticMi ;  mats  au  moment  ou  j'em* 
pSchois  nos  troupes  de  tirer  sur  le  fort,  un  coup  de  fusil 
tir6  d^une  maison  voisine  tua  un  grenadier  place  a  mon 
c&tc.  II  tomba  sur  mes  genoux  sans  exprimer  une 
seute  parole,  et  manqua  de  m'entralner  dans  sa  chute, 
Ne  connoissant  pas  exactement  la  maison  d'ou  itoit 
parti  le  coup,  et  ayant  devant  moi  un  fort  dont  jo 
n'etois  pas  encore  tout-a-fatt  maltre,  je  me  vis  dans  ia 
necessite  de  continuer  jna  route  sans  venger  la  mort  du 
brave  grenadier.  Bient&t  je  me  vis  devant  le  principal 
fort  de  la  ville ;  il  6toit  dcja  bloqu6  par  la  division  Me- 
nou,  et  bient6t  apres  le  capitaine  dubatiment  de  guerre 
Turc,  envoy6  par  le  General  en  Chef,  fit  mettre  cc 
fort  en  notre  pouvoir,  et  successivement  tous  ceux  qui 
se  trouvolent  dans  la  ville. 

Nous  avons  cu  beaucoup  de  monde  tant  txxis  que 
blesses,  et  dans  Tattaque,  et  par  les  Arabes  Bedouins, 
que  nous  avions  yus  a  cheval  des  notre  debarquement. 
lis  sont  venus  sur  no?  derricres,  et  ont  tue  ou  pris  grand 
nombre  de  tralneurs.     Ces  Arabes  resscmblent  aux 
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Hhcfens  Scyth«.    Le  monde  est  Icur  patrie ;  fls  viV6nt 
fle  Apincs,  &e. 

*  Ce$  Bedouins- sonttimses  en  diverses  trfbus,  qui  rtJ 
ftmt  sotlvent  Ja  guerre  entre  eux. :  lis  sont  trts-redou- 
fiablei ;  lis  ne  «t  nn81erit  jamais  avecles  autres  peuples,  ct' 
tio  Yculent  jamais  retracted  leui's  habitudes  ni  leur  nta- 
niere  de  vivre  ; — voila  la  cause  essemielle  d6  leur  force; 

La  Proclamatibn  «hi  G6n6ral  Bonapirte,  dont  vous 
vertex  sans  <ldiiie  dtt  exeitfplaires,  leur  ayant  6tc  com- 
lOuniqueey  tls  ont  de  ^ite  demand^  a  'fitue  n09  aitik^ 
meme  i  faU e  la  guerre  avec  nous  contre  les  Mameloucsf, 
les  opppesseurs  du  pays.  lis  ont  ramen6  an  General 
une  trentaine  de  prisonnters  qu'ils  avoient  fait.  Avant 
d'amir  cc>Anoissance  de  la  proclamation,  ih  ont  traite 
CCS  malheureux  avec  la  plus  gnande  duretl.  Leurs 
femtnes  leur  out  fait  surtoui  6prouver  les  plus  cuisa^j 
tourmens ;  les  enfans  meme  a  la  mamelle  se  sont  amu^^$ 
a  leiir  at racber  les  chevmix,  et  i  leur  dechirer  le  visoge 
laveeievTs  on^s  ;  et  tls  6toient  oUfiges  de  supporter  ci 
tTakcmont  ^vec  patknce,  dans  U  crainte  d'etre  encore 
phis  in«ltrait6s  pat  les  Arabe^  emc^memes.  Mais  4it 
que  la-  Piioclamation  leur  est  parVjeoile>  ils  traitoient  les 
Fran9ob  avec  doucetn:. 

'  J'ai  derobe  quelques  instants  kmon  devoir  pour  vou9 
ionT^t  €S8  details.  Nous  scmimcs  si  occupi§5  que  noiM 
D^svoDs  pas  »toie  le  terns  de  nous  livrer  au  tomta^Uf 
ou  de  prendre  un  morceau  d'on  m6ckant  repas,  Vcm 
ne  pouvez  paa  ebncevcur  la  situation  ou  noufi  nous  tr<)u* 
vms  en  ce  moment :  elle  est  encore  bien  preferable  i' 
Cttlle  que  nous  allons  eprouVer  dans  deux  ou  trois  Joufd 
au'  milieu  du  Desert.  Nous  devons  nous  mettre  em 
marcbe  le  18  ou  le  19. 
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Je  dois  a  rintelligejace  de  inon  domestique  d*avoir  im 
chameau  que  j'ai  deja  fait  munir  de  deux  sacs  de  pean 
de  bouc  pour  portei*  de  I'eau  et  dn  vinaigre ;  heureux  si 
je  puis  en  avoir  assez  pour  la  route !  Ce  chameau  por- 
tera  une  partie  de  roes  eiFets,  de  ceux  de  quelqu'un^  .d/e 
mes  camarades,  et  des  provisions  pour  cjnq  joi^s,  qui  ne 
consistent  qu'en  biscuit  dur>  que  nous  avons  ete  obliges 
a  retirer  des  vaisseaux.  -: 

La  division  Demix  m^rche ;  celle  de  Regni^  doit  la 
suivre ;  celle  de  Kleber  partira  le  i8^.  au  matin,  et  celle 
Menou  le  i8^  au  soir.  Bientot  nous  verrons  le  denoue- 
ment de  ces  projets«  Pour  le  moment,  Je  Catre  est  le 
but  vers  lequel  nous  tendons ;  les  Mamelouks  battus, 
j 'ignore  si  Ton  portera  ses  vues  plus  loin.  .    . 

Je  dors  en  vous  ecrivant.  Je  siuts  excede  de  fatigue* 
Des-que  j'aurai  quelques  instants  de  tranquillite,  j'aund 
Vbonneur  de  vous  donner  des  details  plus  satisfaisants  et 
plus  etendus. 

Je  vous  prie  de  presenter  mes  respects  a  Madame 
Dumuy.  Donnez-moi,  je  vous  prie,  quelques  nouvelles. 
Vous  ne  pouvez  pas  vous  faire  une  idee  des  fatigues  que 
nous  eprouvons :  si  nous  revenons  de  c^te  expeditioAi 
nous  meriterons  bien  le  Paradis ;  a  bord  des  b&timens, 
nous  regrettions  la  France;  en  £gypte,.je  crois  que 
nous  regretterons  les  vaisseaux !  Malgre  toutes^les  con* 
trarietes.que  nous  6prouvons9  le  succes  couronnera  dob 
'  enterprises ;  les  contrari6t^s  elles-memes  sent  pour  mus 
un  presage  certain  de  la  victoire. 

On  me  presse  tant  pour  les  dispositions  de  rarmie, 
que  je  n'ai  pas  le  tems  de  m*entretenir  plus  longtemr 
avec  vous.  Le  neveu  de  Lanne,  qui  est  ici,  vous  dit 
mille  cboses. 

Mar,  Shxchy. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alexandriay  (19  Messidor)\  July  Jth. 

Shechy,  Captain  Adjutant y  bfc.  ifc.  to  Citizen  Dovh^ 
CET,t  Rue  St.  Fiacre,  at  Paris. 

1  AVAIL  myself  of  the  only  leisure  moment  I  have 
had  since  the  capture  of  this  city  to  acquit  myself  of  the 
engagement  I  entered  into  with  you. 

Our  voyage  from  Toulon  to  Malta  had  scarce  any 
thing  in  it  worth  mentioning*  You  arc  already  ac- 
quainted with  every  particular  respecting  the  capture 
of  that  important  island.  We  quitted  it  on  the  evening 
of  the.  i8th  of  June,  and  a  north-west  wind,  which  con- 
•stantly  prevails  in  those  latitudes  during  the  present  sea- 
soOf  carried  us  in  twelve  days  to  Alexandria. 

*  This  and  the  foregoing  letter  appear  to  be  post-dated  by  two 
or  three  days :  the  mistake  arose  probably  from  haste,  and  is,  in* 
deed,  scarce  worth  noticing. 

t  "We  know  nothing  more  of  Shcchy  than  what  his  letters  tell 
us.  His  correspondent  Doulcct  de  Pontecoulant  was  fohnerly 
aft  officer  in  the  Gardes-dti -corps.  He  followed  the  general  ex* 
ample,  deserted  his  benevolent  master,  and  actively  promoted  the 
Revolution  which  brought  hhnto  the  scaffoM. 

He  repented,  we  suppose,  when  it  was  too  late  5  for  we  find 
him  in  the  Kst  of  the  proscribed  of  the  i8th  Fmctidor:  he  was, 
however,  so  far  pardon«d,  dn  account  of  his  former  services,  as 
to  be  permitted  to 'withdraw  to  Switzerland.  He  b  now,  we  see, 
returned  to  France;  on  what  terms  we  know  not-^robably  he 
has  repented  of  lys  repentance,  and  is  ready  to  begin  anew.  In 
Utc  Convention  he  was  jiooked  on  as  a  Modiii  \ 
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On  the  evening  of  the  ist  instant^  after  issuing  the 
necessary  orders  for  efiecting  an  immediate  landing,  the 
Commander  in  Chief  threw  himself  into  a  Maltese  gal- 
ley, to  get  nearer  the  shore ;  and  in  spite  of  x\iQ prudent^ 

♦  Shechy  uses  thi$  word  with  a  stteer,  but  lurithout  reaspn. 
The  landing  w«s  evidentlj  dangerous ;  many  of  the  troops  were 
drowned  in  the  attempt,  and,  according  ta  several  of  the  letters, 
Ae  General  himself  was  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  being 
lost.  But  the  fears  of  the  English  fleet  prevailed  over  every 
ofher  consideration^— 


-  **  such  a  sight 


"  He  dreaded  worse  than  hell  ;"— 
and,  if  he  had,  with  a  precipitation  and  want  of  forecast,  which 
most  for  ever  destroy  his  reputation  as  a  Geoeral^  fled  from 
Malta,  without  waiting  to  supply  that  important  post  with  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  troops  or  stores,  and  without  taking  in  water 
for  his  own  squadron  (notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of 
Brueys),  from  a  dread  of  being  overtaken  by  Nelson ;  it  cannot 
be  supposed  that  any  circumstances  could  easily  occur  pow^rfbl 
enough  to  detain  him  on  board,  whan  hit  escape  now  appeared  to 
depend  on  the  exertions  of  a  few  hours,  and  was,  moreover,  fii. 
veured  by  the  night. 

We  have  yet  a  few  words  to  say  on  this  subject. 

The  Morning  Chronicle,  with  a  disregard  of  truth  and  decency^ 
highly  worthy  of  the  cause  which  it  espouses,  after  insinuating 
that  this  Correspondence  b  a  forgery,  (not  having  heard,  it  should 
saem,  that  its  friends  abrosKl  allow  it  to  be  genuine),  observes^ 
with  a  rancorous  smile — 

'■  tMtjmrs 

Lerismrtm  wage  eU  m  mauvaise  hmumr, 
-•-that  '*  it  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  British  Museum-^togethcr 
with  the  body  of  Bonaparte,  to  enable  the  English,  who  did  not 
dare  to  face  him  aHve,  to  look  at  him  dead"  1 1 1  Where  did  this 
degraded  and  despicable  paper  learn,  that  the  English  feared  to 
face  Bonaparte  aliVe }  Was  it  in  the  "  AirTRtHT|C  NAaaaTivi"' 
•f  Captain  Berry,  which  describes,  in  pbua  yet  forctblt  language^ 
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advice  of  the  seamen,  who  insiiuiatecl  that  a  debarkation 
was  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  and  of  the  reefs  which  fill  the  Bay  of  Marabout, 
General  Bonaparte  persisted  in  his  determination  to  land> 
and  actually  did  land  in  this  very  bay.  I  was  one  of 
the  Staff  that  accompanied  him.  Marabout  is  about  three 
leagues  from  Alexandria. 

When  we  got  on  shore,  we  found  the  Generals  Me* 
hou,  Kleber,  Bon,  and  R<egnier^;  the  three  former  with 
their  divisions,  the  latter  with  only  a  few  of  his  men 
about  hijn  ;  *  he  \vas  therefore  left  to  secure  the  landing- 
place,  while  the  others  marched  in  three  columns  for 
AleKandria. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  and  his  Staff,  after  sleep- 
ing for  about  two  hours  on  the  sand,  got  up,  and  put 

the  gallant  Nelson,  with  an.  inferior  fteet,  pursuing  this  <<  dreaded 
hero,"  with  an  eagerness  that  could  only  be  surpassed  by  that 
with  which  Bonaparte  fled  from  him ! 

But  the  unnatural  rage  of  the  Morning  Chromcle  to  sacrifice 
the  honour  of  this  country  to  France,  is  too  notorious  to  be  far- 
ther dwelt  upon.  Callous  alike  to  shame  and  detection,  it  blun- 
ders on,  through  universal  hatred  and  contempt,  from  one  igno- 
rant and  atrocious  falsehood  to  another.  The  reader  of  the  former 
partof  this  work,  (Introd.  p.  ii.)  cannot  have  forgotten  with  what 
consuj:umate  baseness  it  misrepresented  the  tendency  of  the  pub- 
lication, and,  under  the  fulsome  pretence  of  reprehending  scandal, 
(which  was  no  where  to  be  found  in  it),  gave  a  loose  to  its  own 
darling  licentiousness,  and  impurity ! 

*  Each  of  these  divisions  consisted  of  from  five  to  seven  thou-' 
sand  men ;  the  reader  may  therefore  form  a  tolerable  estimate  of 
the  forces  that  attacked  Alexandria.  Boyer  (Parti,  p.  132.) 
reckons  them  at  twenty  five  thousand;  and  this,  if  we  include  the 
unattached  volunteers  of  the  army,  who  were  pretty  numerous, 
was,  we  doubt  not,  the  amount. 
Part  II.  C 
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themselves  at  the  head  of  the  divisions.  ,  KIcbcr*s  occu* 
pied  the  centre,  and  marched  toward's  Pompey's  Co- 
lumn ;  Menou's  was  drawn  up  on  its  left,  and  coasted 
along  the  sea ;  Bon-s  on  its  right,  and  directed  its  march 
to  the  gate  of  Rosetta.  I  and  my  party  put  ourselves  at 
the  head  of  Kleber's  division. 

At  daybreak  we  discovered  a  few  horse,  who  advanced 
upon  us,  and,  seeing  that  we  had  no  cavalry,  discharged 
their  carabines  at  us  within  pistol-shot ;  but  some  of  our 
riflemen  having  rapidly  gained  the  sand  hills  on  our 
flank,  soon  forced  them  to  retire.  We  continued  bur 
march  till  we  got  within  two  miles  of  the  city.  Hfere 
we  found  a  mosque,  with  a  cistern  in  it.  We  drank 
with  delight  of  the  water,  which  the  fatigues*  of  the 
march  made  us  think  the  sweetest  we  had  ever  tasted ! 

Arrived  at  Pompey*s  Column,  we  made  another  short 
halt.  Our  riflemen,  meanwhile,  had  advanced  close  to 
the  walls,  and  were  skirmishing  with  the  Alexandrines, 
who  lined  them  in  every  part.  The  Commander  in 
Chief  sent  me  forward  to  recomioitre  their  situation, 
strength,  &c.  I  advanced  alone,  till  1  came  within  pis- 
tol-shot— ^but  had  scarce  begun  to  examine  the  forts  with 
my  glass,  ere  I  heard  a  sudden  scream  from  the  women 
and  children,  that  appeared  in  great  numbers  on  the 
ramparts ;  at  the  same  moment  a  brisk  discharge  of 
musquetry  was  made  upon  me,  A  volunteer  who  stood 
about  thirty  or  forty  paces  behind  me  was  shot  in  the 
left  shoulder,  and  fell* 

*  This  "  fatiguing  march"  was  one  of  little  more  than  a  league* 
The  remark  is  of  no  farther  impprtance  than  as  it  serves  towards 
elucidating  the  history  of  this  "  terrestrial  paradise,"  where  to 
<«  travel  but  four  foot  by  the  square  a«foot,"  as  FalstafF  says,  *•  is 
to  break  one's  wind  I" 
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Having  executed  the  business  entrusted  to  tAe  by  the 
General,  I  went  back  to  collect  some  volunteers  who 
were  scattered  about  the  plain  ;  and  having  by  their  as- 
sistance removed  the  wounded  man,  I  had  him  conveyed 
to  Pompcy's  Column,  where  all  the  Staff  Officers  were 
assembled. 

The  General  ordered  the  charge  to  be  beatj  and  an 
attack  to  be  made  upon  all  points.  Our  troops  flew  to 
the  ramparts,  and  got  over  them  in  an  instant,*  in  spite 

•  As,  Heaven  knows !  they  might  well  do  j  for  we  can  assure 
our  readers,  frbm  the  testimony  of  persons  well  acquainted  with 
those  &mou^  *«  ramparts,"  that  many  a  park  wall  in  this  country 
presents  a  more  formidable  aspect.  The  only  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended in  this  terrible  escalade  was,  lest  the  assailants  should 
pull  down  the  old  wall  upon  themselves — and  this,  we  find,  they 
actually  did  do ;  for  General  Menou,  and  several  others,  were 
wounded  by  the  fall  of  the  stones  which  gave  wa,y  beneath  their 
gra^l 

If  the  catastrophe  had  been  less  tragical,  we  should  have  in- 
dulged a  smile  at  the  parade  of  military  arrangements  made  by 
Bonaparte  for  getting  possession  of  this  defenceless  place.  "  It 
would  have  surrendered,"  says  Boyer  (Part  I.  p.  133.)  "at  the 
first  summons;"  and  so  it  undoubtedly  would — but  then  how 
scurvily' would  this  have  sounded  in  the  pages  of  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  and  the  Redacteur  1  Hence  the  reconnoitering  "  within 
pistol-shot,"  the  beating  of  the  g^n^rale,  the  scrambling  over 
th^  wall,  &Cw  &c.  Unparalleled  atchievements,  and,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  aforesaid  papers,  worthy  of  everlasting  renown  I  Be 
it  so :  and  yet,  we  tnist,  very  few  of  our  readers  will  be  so  dazzled 
by  their  splendour,  as  not  to  see  that  the  instantaneous  capture 
of  the  city  renders  the  subsequent  massacre  of  its  innocent  inha- 
bitants altogether  inexcusable.  Something  may  be  allowed  to 
tage,  when  success  is  at  length  obtained  after  an  obstinate  and 
destructive  resistance.  But  Mr.  Wakefield  himself  must  excuse 
tis,  if  we  do  not  feel  inclined  to  make  much  allowance  for  a 
man,  or  more  properly  a  monster,  who,  at  one  and  the  same 
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of  a  shower  of  bullets  and  stones,  which  killed  and 
wounded  a  great  number  of  them*  The  Goicral  hastily 
ascended  a  snlail  eminence,  which  commanded  both  the 
city  and  the  port,  that  he  might  make  his  observations 
on  the  attack.  Kleber  and  Menou  were  wounded  ;  the 
one  by  a  musket-ball  in  the  head,  the  other  by  a  fall. 
Both  are  likely  to  recover. 

One  of  the  forts  having  been  carried  by  assault,  the 
General  sent  me  after  the  prisoners,  in  hopes  of  procur- 
ing some  intelligence  from  them  ;  he  then  dispatched  me 
back  to  order  the  gineraU  to  be  beat,  and  the  troops  wh» 
were  in  the  city,  and  engaged  with  the  inhabitants,  to 
evacuate  it  immediately,  and  arrange  themselves  in  or- 
der of  battle  under  the  eminence  on  which  he  then 
stood. 

Having  re-entered  the  city,  and  observed  the  despe- 
rate conduct  of  the  Alexandrines,  who  continued  to  as- 
sail our  troops  with  stones  and  musquetry  from  the  roofs 
and  windows  of  their  houses,  I  found  myself  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  lining  the  streets  which  I  passed  with 
small  bodies  of  men,  to  prevent  those  hostile  measures. 
In  spite  of  all  my  precautions,  however,  several  of  my 
people  were  wounded  by  the  stones. 

I  came  up  to  a  small  fort,  which  was  garrisoned  by 
about  thirty  Turks*;  they  discharged  several  muskets  at 
me ;  but  seeing  that  my  numbers  were  continually  in- 
creasing, they  made  signs  of  capitulating,  by  grounding 
their  arms,  and  uttering  the  most  dreadful  cries. 

As  the  General  hid  ordered  me  not  to  attack  any  of 
the  forts,  but  merely  to  block  up  such  as  lay  in  my  way^ 

inoment,s invests  and  carries  an  open  place  (for  such  in  fact  if 
is),  and  then  deliberately  murders  men,  lYomen,  and  children, 
in  their  very  mosques ! 
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by  the  troops  of' the  different  divisions,  I  judged  it  pro- 
per to  accept  of  this  capitulation ;  but  at  the  very  instant 
that  I  ordered  the  troops  to  cease  firing  on  the  fort,  a 
muskct-ball  from  an  adjoining  house  killed  a  grenadier 
close  to  my  side.  He  fel)  across  my  knees,  without  ut- 
tering a  single  word,  and  had  nearly  thrown  me  down 
by  his  fall.  As  I  could  not  precisely  point  out  the  house 
from  whence  the  shot  was  fired,  and  had  before  me  a  fort^ 
of  which  I  was  scarcely  yet  the  master,  I  was  obliged 
to  continue  my  route  without  taking  vengeance*  for 
the  death  of  the  btave  grenadier.  Soon  after  I  found 
myself  before  the  principal  fort  of  the  city  ;  it  was  al- 
ready blockaded  by  Menou's  division ;  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes after,  the  Captain  of  a  Turkish  ship  of  war,  dis- 
patched by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  put  it  into  our 
hands,  as  well  as  all  the  others  which  yet  remained  to  be 
taken. 

We  had  a  vast  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded  in 
our  attack  upon  the  city,  and  during  our  march,  by  the 
Bedouins,  whom  we  fell  in  with  soon  after  our  landing ;  i 
they  hung  on  our  rear,  and  killed  and  took  a  great  num^ 
ber  of  stragglers.  These  Arabs  resemble  the  ancient 
Scythians :  the  world  is  their  country,  they  live  on  ra- 
pine, t'&c.  •  •  *  *  ♦ 
*            •            #            #            •       '      * 


•  This  was  a  great  pity — but  be  of  good  heart,  citizen ;  Bona^ 
parte  will  enter  the  town  as  soon  as  it  is  completely  in  the  power 
of  his  troops,  and  then  you,  and  they,  and  all,  will  have  full  leisure 
to  take  "  VENGEANCE,"  not  only  on  the  man  who  killed  the 
grenadier  that  would  have  killed  him,  but  on  his  wife  and  childj 
who  are  calling  on  heaven  and  earth  for  mercy ! 

+  Here  follows  a  short  account  of  the  Arabs,  which,  as  it  is 
merely  a  repetition  of  what  is  said  respecting  them  in  the  former 
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These  Arabs  are.  divided  into  different  tribes,  which 
arc  frequently  at  war  with  each  other.  They  are  very 
formidable,  never  associate  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
nor  can  ever  be  persuaded  to  adopt  their  customs,  or 
their  manner  of  living.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  true  secret 
of  their  power. 

The  ProclamatkMi  of  General  Bbnaparte,  (of  which 
you  will,  undoubtedly,  see  a  copy),  having  been  com- 
municated to  them,  they  instantly  demanded  permission 
to  become  our  friends,  and  even  to  make  war  in  con- 
junction with  us,  against  the  Mameloucs,  the  oppressors 
of  the  country !  They  brought  the  General  about  thirty 
of  our  people  whom  they  had  made  prisoners.  Before 
they  Jieard  of  the  Proclamation,  they  had  treated  these 
unfortunate  fmen  in  the  harshest  manner ;  their  women 
cq>ccially,  made  them  suffer  the  most  cruel  torments ; 
and  even  the  children  at  the  breast  amused  themselve^ 
wjth  tearing  their  hair,  and  scratching  their  face  with 
their  nails  ;  all  which  they  were  obliged  to  endure  with 
patience,  for  fear  of  worse  treatment  from  the  men.  A$ 
$oon,  however,  as  the  Proclamation  was  nude  known  to 
them,  the  French  were  treated  with  kindness. 

I  have  snatched  a  few  instants  from  my  duty,  to  give 
you  these  details.  We  are  so  busy  that  we  liave  not 
lime  to  lie  down,  or  to  take  a  morsel  of  wretched  food. 

letter,  we  have  omitted.  Poor  Shechy  is  a  miserable  historian  5 
instead  of  comparing  these  people  to  the  ancient  Scythians,  of 
whom  he  knows  notliing,  and  who  had  very  little  in  common 
with  the  Arabs,  he  should  have  looked  out  for  a  resemblance 
nearer  home.  If  the  sentence  had  run  thus — "  These  Arabs  re- 
semble the  modern  French :  the  world  is  their  country,  they  live 
on  rapine,  &c."  few,  we  believe,  would  liave  thought  of  disput- 
ing its  accuracy. 
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It  IS  impo^ble  for  you  to  conceive  the,  mi^ry  of^our , 
present  situation  ;  which,  yet,  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
that  .which  we  are  about  tp  experience  in  tbi?  course  of 
three  or  four  d^ys,  in  the  midst  of  the  I^<^ser|*  ^We^ 
sh.all  march  t^hp  6tK  or  7th*i, 

I  am  indebted  to  the  activity  and  good  sense  of  my , 
servant,  for  a  camel,  which  I  am  already  preparing  to 
load  witb.  two  goat-skin  bags ;  one  for  water,  and  the 
other  for  vinegar ;  happy  if  I  find  it  sufficient  for  the 
journejf ! .  T])is  camel  will  also  carry  a  part  of,  my  bag- 
gage, and.  that  of  my  comrades,  and  five  da]^s  provi^ions^ 
consisting  merely  pf  hard  biscuit,  which  we  have  been 
obliged  to  procure  from  the  ships. 

Desaix's  division  is  already  on  its  march  ;  Regnier's 
is  to  follow  it ;  Kleber's  will  proceed  on  the  morning, 
and  Menou's  on  the  evening  of  the  6th.  We  shall 
speedily  see  the  unravelling  of  all  these  projects ;  at 
present,  Cairo  is  the  mark  to  which  we  tend.  The 
Mameloucs  once  beaten,  I  know  not  if  we  shall  carry 
our  views  farther. 

I  am  asleep  with  the  pen  in  my  hand.  I  am  abso- 
lutely  worn  out  with  fatigue.  As  soon  as  I  can  find  a 
few  moments  of  tranquillity,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
sending  you  a  more  circumstantial  and  a  more  satisfac* 
tory  account  of  what  we  have  seen  and  done. 

Have  the  goodness  to  present  my  respects  to  Madame 
Dumuy,  and  pray  let  me  hear  from  you.  You  cannot 
form  an  idea  of  the  fatigues  we  have  undergone.  If  we 
ever  return  from  this  expedition,  we  shall  richly  deserve 
Paradise.  On  board  the  fleet,  we  regretted  France ;  in 
Egypt,  I  fear,  we  shall  have  to  regret  the  fleet!  In 
spite,  however,  of  all  the  obstacles  which  we  ex^ 
perience,   success  will  crown  our  enterprize  —  nay^ 
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obstacles  themselves  are,  with  us,  infallible  indications 
of  victory !  • 

I  am  so  pressed  for  the  regulations,  &c.  of  the  army, 
that  1  cannot  add  another  word.  The  nephew  of 
Lannes,  who  is  at  my  side,  desires  to  be  remembered 
to  you. 

Mar.  Shechy. 

*  Excellent.  To  augur  success  from  the  very  drcumatanceti 
ivhich  oppose  it,  is,  we  believe,  peculiar  to  the  Freoch* 
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No.   III. 

Grand  Cairgy  8  Thermidory  an  6. 

Cri ANT  ** la  faim,  la  soif,  et  la  chaleur,"  nous  somm^ 
arrives,  apres  avoir  battu  les  Mamelouks,  au  Grand 
Caire.  J'ai  entendu,  mon  cher  papa,  de  tres-pres  les 
boulets  et  les  balles,  nlais  elles  ne  m'ont  heureusement 
pas  touche.  J'ai  regrette  bien  spuvent  dc  n'etre  pas 
venu  a  Paris,  et  je  me  suis  cm  quatrfe  ou  cinq  foisdans 
rimpossibilite  d'y  retourner  jamais.  Enfin  nous  sommes 
ici  un  peu  plus  tranquilles,  et  notre  position  est  un  pcu 
am61ioree. 

II  vous  seroit  difficile  de  vous  figurcr,  mon  cher  papa, 
le  pays,  les  habitans,  les  moeurs,  que  nous  avons  trouves 
ici.  Je  suis  persuade  que  la  relation,  a  laquelle  je  tra- 
vaille  dans  ce  moment,  vous  interessera  et  vousdivertira. 

II  paroit  que,  d'apres  ce  que  Ton  m'a  dit,  Tarmce  ne 
rcstera  pas  toute  ici.  Une  partie  doit  descendre  dans  ?a 
Basse  Egypte  jusqu'a  Damiettc,  une  autre  ira  a  Tlsthmfe 
de  Suez,  et  une  troisjcme  division  suivra  Ic  cours  du  Nil, 
en  le  remontant  jusqu'a  Thebes.  Telle  est  la  distribu- 
tion que  Ton  fait  dans  ce  moment  dc  nos  forces.  Je  ne 
vous  la  garantis  pas,  et  il  me  paroit  qu*ii  y  auroit  quelque 
inconv6nient  a  suivre  une  telle  marche. 

Les  Mamelouks,  quoique  battus,  peuvent  se  reunir. 
XjtMX  maniere  de  faire  la  guerre  authorise  a  croire  que 
le  pays  sur  lequel  nous  sommes  deja  passes,  et  doM 
nous  les  avons  chasse,  ne  doit  pas  etre  regarde  comme 
oris,  puisque  rien  ne  les  empeche  de  revenir  sur  kuirs 
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pas.  Dans  un  pays  ou  Tennemi  n'attachc  aucunc  im- 
portance a  conserve!  une  position,  il  est  difficile  de  le 
decider  a  abandonner  le  terrein.  Ce  qui  assuroit  no$ 
conqufetes  en  Italic,  c'est  que  J'Autrichien  ne  vouloit 
pas  passer  outre  du  moment  qu'il  savoit  devoir  rencon- 
trer  sux;  soil  passage,  m)ic.  fprfer^sse  otcupee  par  les 
Fran9ois.  Les  Mamelouks  nous  attaquent  a  cinquante 
pas,  fuyent.et  reyiennent  le,  lendemain  nous  attaquer, 
pnssque  flans^  la  m^Q^e  position  dont  nous  les  avions 
chesses. 

lis  s'occupent  dans ce.momentj^  a  ce  qu'il  paroit,  a 
reuDJr  des  forces  considerables ;  njais  ri^n  ne  peut  npus 
intimider,  Au  reste.;  il  faut;  .rendre  justice  a  leur  peu  de 
merite  et  df;  talent.  SiJ^ey^se.comniancfe.leurs  troupes, 
qui  d'ailleurs  sont  tre^tjbrave?,  les  Fran^ais  ne.seroient 
pas  arrives  si  tranquillement  au  Caire.  Aucune  tactique 
ni  aucun  eleinent.de, Tart, de  la  guerre  ne  les  conduit. 
Ce  sont  des  hommes  bien  mqjjit^s  a,chev;il,  et  Wen  armes, 
qui  viennent  sc  faire  massacrer*  Le  plus  grand. eloge 
que  Ton  puisse  fa\re.de  notre  expedition^  c'est  de  dire, 
que  les  Eran9ais  ont  ^n^rchc  pendant  prcs  -de  quinze 
JQjj^s  sans  presque  boire  ni  mange^.  Je  crois  que  nous 
sonan^es  dp  .ces  diables,qMi  faisoientjrcrauer.les^eux  aux 
Mwlqnpes  de  Rome  j  .nous  faisons  meme  dc3  miracles 
plus  etoni^ants, 

4djeu,.inon  cher  papa,  je  vous  cmbrasse  et^vpuspirie 
de  yopjoi/ bi^p  dire  a  tousmes  frercs  et  soeturs  q,ue  bieiv  . 
souvent  dans  les  deserts  de  rAfrique  mon  imagination 
s'est  toi^fnee  verS;eux^  et  que  j'ai  b^^n  sou  vent  jure  qye 
si  jamais  je  me  trouvais  au  milieu  d'eux,  je  ne.les  quit- 
teraisjamais* 

Ni  les  voyages  ni  l^^cxpfiditippsnc  rcpdent  heurcux! 
Adieu. 
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TRANSLATION- 


Grand  Cairo  (8  Thermidbr)^  July  aSti.  • 

Crying*  "  hunger!  thirst!  and  heat!"  We  are 
arrived,  after  beating  the  Mameloucs,  at  Grand  Cairo. 
I  have  heard,  my  dear  father,  the  bnllets  and  balls 
whizzing  very  near  me — hapfpily  none  of  them  touched 
me.  Oh,  how  often  I  regretted  that  I  did  not  go 
%o  Paris  before  I  sailed !  more  than  once  or  twice  I 
thought  it  quite  impossible  that  I  should  ever  go  there 
again.  At  present' we  are  a  little  more  tranquil,  and 
our  situation  appears  to  be  somewhat* improved. 

It  would  be  difficult  for  you,  my  dear  father,  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  country,  the  people,  or  the  customs,  which 
we  have  found  here.     I  am  confident  that  the  account 

*  The  cover  of  this  letter,  which  is  without  any  signature,  is 
mislaid.  The  writer  of  it  is  a  worthy  disciple  of  the  new  school: 
ignorant,  impious,  and  impure.  The  most  shameless  inmates  of  * 
a  brothel,  hardened  by  mutual  consciousness  of  guilt,  would  not 
dare  to  trust  each  other  with  the  rank  confessions  which  tUis.nij*^ . 
serable  proftigate  pours,  without  scruple,  into  the  ears  of  his 
wretched  father. 

It  is  unnecessary,  to  .add,  that  every  thing  of  this  nature  is 
carefully  suppressed,  through  the  whole  of  the  Correspondence. ' 
With  this  security,  even  the  present  letter  may  be  read  to  advan-  ' 
tage )  it  contains  some  strictures  on  the  Mameloucs,  which  do 
crjBdit  to^^thc  writer's  sa^ctty,  and  appear  to  have  escaped  the 
^Qtke  of  his  superiors. 
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pf  them,  which  I  am  at  present  preparing,  will  both 
interest  and  amuse  you. 

It  appears,  from  what  I  can  collect,  that  the  whole 
army  is  not  destined  to  remdn  here.  One  part  of  it 
will  fall  down  into  Lower  Egypt,  as  far  as  Damietta  ; 
another  will  proceed  to  the  Isthmus  of  Suez,  and  a  third 
.wHl  ascenid  the  Nile  ?s  high  as  Thebes.  Such  is  the 
distribution  which  common  report  makes  of  the  army 
at  this  instafitr^I  will  pot  answer  for  its  being  correct ; 
and,  ir^eed,  it  strikes  me,  that  such  a  division  of  our 
forces  would  be  rather  injudicious. 

The  Mamejoucs,  though  beaten,  may  re«assemble» 
Their  manner,  of  making  war  apthorizes  the  idea,  that 
the  country  which  we  have  traversed,  and  from  which 
we  have  just  driven  them,  ought  not  to  be  looked  upon 
as,  conquered ;  since  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their 
re-occupying  it.  In  a  country  where  the  enemy  at^ 
taches  no  kind  of  importance  to  the  maintaining  of  a 
particular  position,  it  is  very  difficult  to  determine  him 
to  quit  the  ground  altogether.  What  secured  our  con- 
quests in  Italy,  was  the  absohite  refusal  of  the  Austrians 
to  advance,  the  moment. they  discovered  their  route  lay- 
near  a  fortress  garrisoned  by  the  French.  The  Mame* 
Iqucs  attack  us  at  the  distance  of  fifty  paces,  flee,  and 
return  the. next  day  to  attack  us,  in  the  very  position 
frotti  which  we  had  driven  them. 

^  It  appears  that  they  are  at  present  engaged  in  collect- 
ing a  very  considerable  force — but  we  feel  no  alarm  at 
it.  For  the  rest ;  we  ought  to  do  justice  to  the  little 
merit  they  boast;  if  I  had  been  at  the  head  of  their 
troops,  which  are,  after  all,  most  gallant  ones,  the 
French  would  hot  have  arrived  quite  so  easily  at  Cairo. 
No  trait  of  tactics,  no  appearance  of  the  slightest  know« 
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ledge  of  the  art  of  war,  is  found  in  any  of  their  move- 
ments. They  are  men  perfectly  well  mounted,  and  well 
armed,  who  come  to  be  massacred !  Thus  you  see,  that  the 
greatest  eulogium  we  have  yet  merited  in  this  exp^tion, 
is  for  having  marched  near  fifteen  days,  r^  it  were,  with- 
out eating  or  drinking.  I  fancy  we  are  near  a-kin  to 
those  devils  who  made  the  Madonnas  of  Rome  roll  their 
eyes.*    We  work  miracles  still  more  astonishing  here. 

•  The  writer  alUides  to  the  commotions  excited  against  hig 
countrymen  by  the  miraculous  indications  here  attributed  to  the 
Madonna,  and  on  every  great  occasion  expected  from  her  images 
by  the  Roman  populace.  We  say  nothing  of  the  opinion  itself— 
but  the  French  use  of  it  may  yet  be  pointed  out.  It  is  made  the 
vehicle  of  every  kind  of  vulgar  abuse  against  religion  itself,  and 
its  divine  economy.  The  profane  and  senseless  allusion  to  Moses, 
in  another  letter,  and  the  assumption  to  themselves,  in  number- 
less  passages,  of  miracles,  "  as  good  as  the  world  ever  saw"— all 
these  are  marks  of  the  same  spirit  which  has  already  met  our  so- 
lemn reprehension ; — a  spirit  which  laughs  at  the  power  of  Hea- 
ven,  and  mocks  all  virtue  upon  earth;  which  commits  ''all  ini* 
quity  with  greediness,"  and  selects  a  parent's  bosom  as  the  de- 
positary of  its  obscenities ! 

This  imaginary  interposition  of  Providence  took  place  in  the 
winter  of  1797-8.  Those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  reading  the 
Jacobin  papers,  cannot  have  forgot  the  dull  profanity  with 
which  tliey  abounded  on  the  occasion.  The  M.  C.^  always  fore- 
most in  impiety,  and  yet  vain  of  its  recent  triumph  over  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  rioted  in  daily  sarcasms  on  "  priestcraft, 
**  and  superstition,  and  such-like  old  lumber-stuff  of  Christiani- 
**  ty."  Bacchus  was  again  placed  "  at  the  right-hand  of  the 
"  Father,"  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  end  of  the  degradation 
and  insult  meditated  against  the  persecuted  Jfitt7S,  when  the 
news  happily  arrived  that  the  French  had  dethroned  and  driven 
the  Pope  from  his  home — and  the  interests  of  blasphemy  were  for 
awhile  forgotten  in  the  savage  howl  of  exultation  over  the  mis- 
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Adieu,  my  dear  father :  I  embrace  you,  and  beg  you 
vrill  have  the  goodness  to  tell  all  my  brotbera  and  sisters 
that  many  a  time,  in  the  Deserts  of  Africa,  my  thoughts 
have  been  directed  towards  them,  and  that  many  a  time 


fortunes  of  an  helpless  old  man ;  or,  in  the  words  of  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  of  *'  an  infirm  and  bed-ridden  dotard  l" 

The  following  account  of  the  transaction  alluded  to,  is  from  a 
resident  on  the  spot.  It  is  as  simple  as  it  is  correct,  and  may  serve 
to  ahew  those  who  have  no  religion,  that  they  should  not  judge 
from  their  own  feelings,  of  the  sincerity  of  those  (whether  priests 
or  laity),  who  have  a  great  deal.-— 

**  The  images  of  the  Madonna^  had  moved  their  eyes  in  difie- 
<*  rent  parts  of  the  town,  which,  by  favourable  exposition,  was 
«*  supposed  to-be  a  manifestation  of  her  peculiar  favour  to  the 
**  Roman  people.  This  miracle,  however  futile  or  false  it  inay 
**  seem  to  mcfl  of  reflection,  had  so  powerful  an  influence  over 
**  the  minds  of  the  multitude,  as  to  produce  an  enthusiasm  little 
**  short  of  madness. 

**,l  know  it  is  common  to  impute  every  effect  of  religious  su- 
**  perstition  to  the  knavery  of  a  designing  priesthood.  Hence, 
•*  this  popular  credulity  may  be  supposed  to  have  originated  in 
*^  artifice;  but,  I  believe,  if  the  whole  affair  were  to  be  truly  in- 
**  vestigated,  it  would  be  found  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  belief 
**  of  a  poor  old  man,  who  was  paying  his  devotion  to  a  Madonna 
**  at  the  Fontana  di  Trevi — and,  as  in  the  elements  of  the  Catholic 
**  faith,  the  best  informed  are  taught  to  believe  (and  do  believe,) 
•*  those  things  they  cannot  comprehend,  so  it  ought  not  to  be 
**  wondered  at,  that  those  who  know  less  and  believe  more, 
<*  should  have  felt  themselves  interested  in  a  sign,  that,  to  them, 
**  portended  the  salvation  of  their  religion  and  their  country.** 
— (It  should  be  observed  here,  that  this  was  subsequent  to  the 
death  of  the  infamous  Duphot,  when  the  French  were  in  full 
march  for  Rome,  breathing  nothing  but  rage  and  revenge).-^ 
«*  Of  this  opinion  I  am  the  more  strongly  persuaded,  as  no  iteps 
<<  were  ever  taken  to  apply  or  direct  this  religious  phreasy^  ttf 
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I  have  sworn,  if  ever  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  find 
myself  in  their  company  again,  I  would  never,  never, 
quit  them  more. 

Neither  voyages  nor  wars  make  me  happy !     Adieu. 


**  tlie  advantage  of  those  who  might  otherwise  have  been  sus- 
**  pected  to  have  been  the  authors  of.it." 

To  return  to  the  letter.— We  doubt  much  whether  the  French 
will  work  any  miracles  in  Egypt;— one,  we  believe,  will  be 
wrought  on  them,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  author,  an  astonish- 
ing one.  The  hand  of  the  Lord  is  stretched  out,  the  hand  of 
hira  who  *<  alonk  worketh  great  marvels,''  and  we  may  adidress 
the  nations  of  the  earth  in  the  sublime  and  awakening  language  in 
which  Moses,  on  tlie  same  spot,  once  addressed  the  Israelites.— 
<<  Fbar  ye  not,  stand  still,  and  sse  thb  salvation  of 
THE  Lord,  which  he  will  shew  you  to-dat.   For  the 

ENEMY,  WHOM  YE  HAVE  SEEN  TO-DAY,  YE  SHALL  SEE  THEM 

again  Nt>  MORE  FQR  EVER."    Bxodus,  ch.  xiv.  ver.  13. 
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No.  IV. 

Grand  Cair^f  le  8  Thermidor,  an  6. 

Vj'est  apres  une  marche  tres-fatiguante,  sans  pain 
pour  manger,  ni  eau  pour  boire,  que  I'armee  est  arrivee 
id,  apres  plusieurs  combats  dans  lesquels  elle  est  toujours 
rcst6e  victorieuse.  J*ai  regrette  bien  souvent,  mon  chcr 
Miot,  que  ton  amitie  pour  moi  se  soit  portee  a  me  met- 
tre  de  cette  expedition.  J'ai  vu  assassiner  plusieurs 
de  mes  camarades,  et  mon  existence  au  milieu  de  tant 
d'evenemens  extraordinaires  est  une  enigme  pour  moi. 
Le  bon  Sucy  lui-meme  n*a  pas  6chappe  au  malheur  qui 
nous  poursuivoity  il  a  ete  blesse  au  bras  par  les  Arabes, 
ct  il  paroit  qu*il  en  restera  estropi6.  Notre  avanccment 
dans  les  terres  a  ete  signal6  par  la  perte  d'un  General 
Franfais  et  de  quarante  employes.  A  quinze  pas  d'u|ie 
colonne  un  soldat  qui  restoit  en  arriere  etoit  perdu. 

Savary  a  trompe  sur  TEgypte.  Ce  n'est  pas  ce  beau 
pays  qu'il  vante  tant,  ni  cette  rosee  balsamique  que  Ton 
respire  le  matin.  C'est  le  pays  de  la  misere.  Les 
habitans  sont  des  sauvages  qui  ont  de  toutes  les  manieres 
encouru  la  disgrace  de  la  nature.  lis  n'ont  absolument 
rien  pour  eux,  et  Ton  doit  se  croire  toujours  au  milieu 
d'une  bande  d'assassins,  lorsque  Ton  se  trouve  dans 
quelque  village  de  la  Basse  Egypte. 
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L*arfn6e  vint  dc  la  premiere  jouni6e  a  Dethanhour^ 
et  de-la  a  Rachminie.  Lq  Gen6ral  prif^ra  faire  un  de- 
tour ct  arrivcr  plus  v!tc  sur  Ics  bords  du  Nil.  J*ai  offcrt, 
idans  ma  traversee  d*Alexandrie  a  Dematihour,  un  leuis 
d'un  vcrre  d'eau.  J'aVois  bu  la  miennc  et  Tavoi;  distri- 
buee  entre  mes  amis/ 

Dans  la  relation  de  notre  expedition,  je  m'etendral 
sur  les  malheurs  que  nous  avons  eprouv6s,  il$  sont  in- 
nombrables  et  c'est  avec  le  degoQt  dans  I'ame  que  touto 
I'arm^e  est  arrivee  ici  t  elle  avoit  plac&  toute  son  esp€- 
rance  dans  cette  ville ;  combien  elle  a  iU  trompee !  et 
malgre  qu'on  nous  ail  assure  que  nous  serions  tres-bien 
au  Grand  Caiie ;  I'unique  desir  d6s  Gen€raux  et  mSme 
des  soldats  est  4e  s'en  retourner. 

Enfin,  moh  cher  aifii^  c*est  un  miracle  des  plus  mi- 
raculeux  que  je  ne  9ois  pas  mort,  ni  malade.  II  n'en 
est  pas  de  tnttae  de  ndtre  p^uvre  Milord ;  je  ne  crois 
pas  qu'il  supporte  lojigtems  le  s^jour  de  ce  pays.  II  n^y 
a  ni  foin  ni  avoine,  et  le$  chevaux  doivent  se  nourrir  die 
feves  et  d'un  peu  de  paille.  S'il  pent  se  rappeller  son 
$DJour  a  Turin,  il  doit  etre  bien  a  plaindre. 

Je  n'ai  cependant  pas  oublie,  au  milieu  de  tous  mes 
maux,  que  j'ai  toujours  supportes  avec  courage,  le  bien 
qu^  je  pouvois  retlrer  de  nioa  86jour  ici,  et  mes  obser*^ 
vations  ont  porte  generalement  sur  tout.  J -etudie  main-, 
tenant  la  langue,  maisje  suis  sans  grammaire,  et  \k  ne- 
cessite  seule  sera  mon  mahre. 

J'ai  vu  de  Gisc  ou  ctoit  situ6  le  quartier  general,  le 
jour  de  la  fameuse  afl^ire  de  Boulac,  les  belles  Piramides. 
Si  nous  voulons  les  voir  de  pres,  il  faudra  nous  reunir 
frois  ou  quatre  cents*  II  est  impossible  de  sortlr  de  la 
ville,  et  Boxa  demierement  fiit  poursuivi  paxquinze 
Part  II.  D 
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Arabes  pour  avoir  commis  Timprudence  de  s'ec^rter  i 
line  portee  dc  fusil. 

Tu  sens  l^  danger  d'berbqriser,  et  tu  connois  que  toa 
herbier  doit  etre  un  peu  neglige.  Tu  me  diras:  dans  la 
route  tu  pouvois  au  moins  ramaseer  \e$  plantes  que  tu 
rcncontrois,  Jc  te  dirai  franchcment  qu'il  m'est  v«m 
raremcnt  dans  la  tete>  avec  les  inquietudes  que  nous  avions 
et  les  mauxqjLie  nous  eprouvions>  que  je  pusse  rencontrer 
une  plante  qui  attirat  assez  mes  regards  pour  me  la  faire 
remarquer..  Les  botanisies  sont  mal  plao^s  a  la  guerre. 
Tous  cc  que  je  puis,  mon  cKer  ami,  c'est  de  te  piometr 
tre  que  du  moment  que  Ton  pourra  sortir.de  la  ville  sans 
crainte  d'etre  asj»assinei  je  in*occuperai  ^ur  le  champ  d^ 
t'organizer  un  petit  herbier, 

Je  ne  te  parlera)  pas  dans  ce  moment  du  pays>  ni  des 
moeurs  des  habitant.  Quoi  qu*ils  te  soient  deja  connus^ 
je  m^  resume,  lorsque  j'en  ^r^i  d^vantags  le  tems,  de  te 
donujor  q^el^ues  details  qui  peut-etre  t'inter^sseront« 

Tu  te  rappelles  sans  doute  combien  Taspect  ou  mem^ 
rid^ed'un  criminel  mort  ou  que  Ton  alloit  tq^r,  me  fai- 
soit  impression*  La  guerre  chassc  facilement  cette  fd- 
blesse*  J'ai  vu  des  morts^  des  blessesj  des  tetes,  des  bras 
qpars,  et  mon  coeur  ne  m'a  plus  manqul.  Je  connois 
done  maintenant  la  possibilite  de  s^habitycfr  au  carnage. 
J*ai  s^arche  au  rnijiieu  de  tjrois  raille  Mamelouks  tu^s  ; 
Milord  tremblolt  sous  mes  jambes,  mes  yeux  s'arretoiept 
sur  ces  victimes  de  Tambition  et  de  la  vanite,  et  je  dis, 
*^  nous  traversons  des  mers,  nous  bravons  une  flotte 
Anglaise,  nous  debaf quons  dans  un  pays  qui  ne  pensoit 
pas  a  nous,  nous  pillonsles  tillages,  ruinons  les  babi- 
tans,  et  violons  leurs  femmes,  bous  risquons  de  mouiir 
de  faim  et  de  soif>  nous  sommes  sur  le  point  d'etre  tous 
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assassines,  et  toiit  cela>  pourquoi  ?  nous  Tignorons  en« 
'Core,*' 

JLe  dego6t:daRS  I'airniee  est  general.  Toutes  ks  ad- 
ministrations sont  desorganis^es.  II  existe  entre  nous 
tous.uA  egjotsme  et  une  hnmeur  qui  fait  que  nous  ne 
pouvoBs  pas  vivre  ensemble.  Je  m'occupe  quant  a  moi, 
et  ne  m'ennuye  pas*  Je  suis  toujours  avec  le  meme 
commissa^re  des  guerreS)  mais  tu  me  pemiettras  de  t'ob- 
server  que  je  n'ai  nuUe  envie  d'attendre  l*lge  de  vingt- 
cinq  ans  pour  ctre  commissaire  des  guerres.  Ne  m'ou- 
Wies  done  pas,  et  pcnsc  que  Ic  plus  vlte  que  tu  pourras 
me  faire  revcnir  aupris'de  toi  ce  sera  le  mieux. 

La  carriire  que  je  parcours  dans  ce  moment  est  en- 
tierement  avilie,  et  nous  en  sommes  tons  les  jours  aux 
prises  avec  les  Gencrawx.-  Le  General  crt  Chef  est  le 
seul  qui  nous  eco^e,  mais  il  tie  pent  pas  faire  autre- 
ment  que  de  donner  raison  au  mHitairel  II  le  manage  et 
il  craint  que  Tarmee,  qui  murmure  deja  quelque  peu,  ne 
vienne  a  prendre  un  caractere  plus  ser ieux.  Enfin,  penses 
que  Sucy  est  tombe  beaucoup,  que  depuis  Alexandrie 
il  n*a  pas  fait  le  service  par  la  raison  qu'il  a  eu  Timpru- 
dence  de  s'embatqiier  $ur  la'flotille  pour  assurer,  disoit- 
il,  la  subsistance  de  Tarmee,  et  qu'il  s'est  trouvc,  comme 
il  devoit  le  p^dvok;  dalr^rimpossibilit6  de  rejoindre  Tar- 
mee.  Enfin  remarques  encore  que  le  climat  fait  gue 
no^  SQfnmes  deveniLi^  malgre  ncnts,  mous,  -et  quo  nous 
aVjQEts  b^aucQUjpk  de  p^ne  a  nous  determiner  de  mettre  un 
pied  devant  Tautre. 

Je^fatefc  ai  ta  sagesse  et  i  ta  ^rudenc^  i  rffl'^drir'li- 
dessiis,'et  fi  siiis  bien  persuadS  que  ton  amitie  pour  mpi 
fera  tout  ce,  qu'elle  jugera  le  plus  convenable.  .  J'atten- 
drai  avec  impatience  une  reponse  a  cette  lettre. 

La  blessure  de  Sucy  Tempeche  d'ecrire,  et  il  paroit 
Da 
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qu'il  ne  pourni  conserver  que  ies  deux  premiers  doigts  de 
sa  main.  .  II  supporte  sa  blessure  avec  patience^  mais  il 
ne  voit  pas  ausst  tranquillement  Tespace  immense  qui 
nous  separo  de  notre  pays. 

Je  m'occupe  trc8-s6rieu8ement  de  la  relation  de  notr» 
expeditiop^  et  j'ai  dcja  raptiasse^plusieurs  materiaux,  que 
je  vai^  m'occuper  de  mettre  en  ordre.  Adieu,  je  t'aim« 
toujoursi  adieu,  mon  cher  Miot,  quand  pourrai^je  te  serrer 
(bnn  xa^  bra^  i  6crisrmoi  toujours. 

P.  Si  Le  15  TherMid$r. 

Je  parf  dan^  I'iqstant  avec  le  G6n6ral  Le  Clerc,  pour 
une  expedition  secrete.  Je  laisse  done  encore  le  Grand 
Caire,  mais  j*espcre  y  revenir. 

Sucy  va  un  peu  mieux.  H  d£sire  leveniTj  mais  il 
paroit  qu'il  ne  veut  pas  me  lamener  avec  lui.  Ecrls-lui 
en  consequence.    Je  t'embrasse  encore. 


ipip^ 


TRANSLATION.^ 

Gran(^  Caira  (8(*  Thirmidor)^  July  26. 

It  is  s^ter  %  most  fatiguing  march,  without  bread  to 
eat,  or  water  to  drink,  that  the  army  is  arrived  here, 

*  At  length  wc  have  a,  letter  from  one  0/  the  innumerable 
Savans,  whom  Bonaparte  dragged  in  his  train  on  this  far-famed 
expedition.  What  he  writes  merits,  and  we  hope  will  receive^ 
the  deepest  attention ;  it  confirms,  almost  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt,  what  was  suggested  in  the  Introduction  to  the  First 
Part,  that  the  army  was  meant  to  be  sacrificed ;  and  leaves  us  no 
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atkl  aft^r  iniky  actions,  in  which  it  has  constantly  been 
Victorious.  I  have  regretted  a  thousand  times,  my  deai* 
Miot,  that  ybur  friendship  for  me  ever  prompted  you 
to  engage  me  ip  this  expedition.  I  have  seen  numbers 
of  my  associates  assassinated,  and  my  own  existence, 
toiidst  so  many  extraordinary  events,  is  a  riddle  which  I 
cannot  yet  comprehend.  The  Worthy  Sucy  himself  has 
hot  escaped  the  ill  fortune  by  which  we  are  all  pursued ; 
he  has  been  wounded  in  the  arm  by  the  Arabs,  and  will 
probably  lose  the  use  of  it  entirely.  Our  march  Into  the 
country  was  signalized  by  the  loss  of  a  French  general, 
and  of  forty  subordinate  officers.*  A  soldier  who  had 
only  loitered  fifteen  paces  behind  one  of  the  columns 
was  skot ! 

bther  regret  than  that  (since  it  was  to  be  done)  it  wsis  Hot  dotit 
at  home  by  noyades,  mitraillades,  or  by  any  other  of  those  sweep- 
ing methods  of  destruction  which  the  Directory  know  so  well  to 
employ,  and  which  have,  at  various  times,  choked  the  Seine  with 
the  carcasses,  and  swelled  the  Loire  and  the  Rhone  with  the  blood 
•fall  that  was  innooent  and  virtuous ;  of  an  incorrupt  peasantry, 
•f  children,  women^  and  priests. 

Had  this  been  done  j  had  the  importunate  claimants  of  Tau* 
Ion  and  Genoa,  and  the  daring  revolters  against  the  authority  of 
Massena  at  Rome^  been  thus  quiedy  disposed  of  in  the  **  good 
old  way,"  it  would  have  saved  us  many  a  pang  which  we  have 
felt  in  perusing  these  Letters ;  from  seeing  that  the  vengeance  of 
the  Directory  could  not  fall  upon  the  refractory  army  without 
involving  in  their  destruction  an  unoffending,  and^  in  their  own 
opinion  perhaps^  a  happy  people,  whose  hard  fate  is  depicted  in 
the  course  of  this  well  written  letter,  in  hmguage  that  must 
wring  every  feeling  heart.  We  conclude  with  again  recommend- 
itig  it  to  the  reader's  most  serious  attention. 

^  Empioyesf  in  the  original.  It  may  also  mean  persons  in  offi- 
cial situations  about  the  army,  such  as  commissaries,  agents, 
clerks,  Sec*  kc. 
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Savary  has  deceived  us  all  with  respect  to  Egyjpt.  It 
is  not  that  charming  country  of  which  he  boasts  so 
much ;  nor  that  balsamic  dew  that  is  drawn  in  with 
the  morning  air.  It  is  the  country  of  misery  !  its  in- 
habitants are  savages,  who  have,  in  every  respect,  in- 
curred the  disgrace  of  nature.  They  have  absolutely 
nothing  t)n  their  side  ;  and  you  may  always  conclude, 
that  you  are  in  the  midst  of  a  band  of  assassins,  when 
you  find  yourself  in  any  village  of  Lower  Egypt.* 

The  army  marched  to  Demanhour  the  first  day,  and 
from  thencp  to  Rahmanie.  The  general  preferred  mak- 
ing a  detour,t  that  he  might  arrive  the  sooner  at  the 

•  Oh,  if  the  Egyptians  wrote  letters !  But  we  wonder  whether 
our  Savant  ever  thought  of  asking  himself  what  THE  French 
WERE  in  the  midst  of  these  same  villages  of  Lower  Egypt }  most 
probably  he  never  did.  If  any  curious  person,  however,  should 
be  tempted  to  put  the  question,  we  will  endeavour  to  totisfy  him. 
They  were  **  a  band  of  assassins"  infinitely  more  savage  than 
those  they  found  there,  led  on  by  a  hypocritical  Cartouche, 
who  snufied  the  scent  of  carnage  like  a  vulture ;  and,  amidst 
the  most  whining  professions  of  universal  benevolence,  sacri* 
ficed  the  companions  of  his  victories  and  his  crimes  to  the 
fears  of  the  Directory,  and  consigned  them  to  inevitable  destruc- 
tion^  with  the  same  indifiierence  that  he  did  the  remote  and 
peaceable  possessors  of  a  few  mud  huts,  and  a  waste  of  sand  1 

t  To  make  a  detour  by  way  of  getting  the  quicker  to  a  givea 
point,  would  be  admirable  in  the  mouth  of  an  Irishman ;  indeed 
it  is  very  well  any  where. 

Setting  askie  the  writer's  ignorance  of  the  topography  of  the 
country,  tlie  simple  truth  is,  that  Bonaparte  (who,  like  the  old 
Hermit  of  Prague,  is  supposed  by  these  people  to  have  some  ex- 
traordinary reason  fior  every  thing  he  does)  had  no  *<  preference" 
in  the  matter.  He  merely  took  the  common  road ;  a  cameK 
driver  would  have  done  tlie  same.  In  fact  there  was  no  other ; 
unless  he  had  gone  rouiid  by  Rosettai  which,  at  that  tiiuey  wa9 
hardly  practicable. 
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banks  of  the  Nile.  I  oflTeredi  on  the  march  from  Alex- 
andria to  Demanhoar,  a  louis  d'or  for  a  glass  of  water: 
having  drank  and  distributed 'all  my  own  amongst  my 
friends. 

In  the  relation  of  out  expedition,  I  shall  enlarge 
upon  the  miseries  we  endured  ;  they  are  innumerable  : 
and  it  is  with  bitter  disgust  of  soul,  that  the  whole  army 
is  arrived  at  Cairo.  It  had  placed  all  its  hopes  in  this 
city ;  how  much  have  they  been  deceived !  And  not* 
withstanding  we  were  toldYhat  we  should  all  be  satis* 
fied  here,  the  only  desire  of  the  generals  and  of  the  sol- 
diers themselves,  is  to  get  back  to  France. 

As  for  myself,  my  dear  friend,  it  is  by  the  most  mi-* 
racuious  of  all  miracles  that  t  am  neithefidead  nor  sick* 
t^oor  Milofd*  is  not  quite  so  fortunate.  I  am  afraid  he 
will  not  be  able  to  support -this  country  long;  here  is 
neither  hay  nor  oats,  and  horses  must  therefore  be  con- 
tent with  beans,  and  a  little  chopped  straw.  If  he  has 
any  recollection  of  his  manner  of  life  at  Turin,  he  is 
mightily  to  be  pitied. 

However,  in  the  midst  of  all  my  suflferings,  which  I 
have  hitherto  supported  with  courage,  I  have  not  over- 
looked the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  my  temporary 
residence  here,  and  my  observations  have  been  directed 
generally  to  every  object  that  has  presented  itself.  I  ara 
now  engaged  in  studying  the  language ;  but  I  hav«  no 
grammar,  and>  indeed,  am  likely  to  have  no  master  but 
necessity. 

*  His  horse,  which,  frpm  the  name,  we  suppose  to  be  an£ng« 
Ush  oae.  The  joke  o£  calling  him  Milord  is  not  a  very  refined 
one,  it  mutt  be  confessed;  but  StvanS  have  now  acid  then  odd 
ideas  of  humour.  The  animal,  however,  appears  to  have  tallen 
into  the  haods  of  a  kipd  mastt r. 
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I  have  seen  from  Gizeh,  the  place  of  head-quartef^ 
on  the  day  of  the  famous  battle  of  Boulac,  the  beautiful  ^ 
Pyramids.  If  we  wish  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  thera^ 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  go  in  a  body  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred !  It  is  Impossible  to  stir  from  the  city  ;  and  Boza 
was  lately  pursued  by  a  number  of  Arabs>  for  having 
imprudently  ventured  aboiit  a  musket-shot  beyond  it* 

You  see  now  the  danger  of  herborizing^  and  will 
consequently  siirmise  that  your  herbal  is  rather  ^neg* 
lected.  *'  Yes,"  say  you,  ^*  but  in  your  matches  you 
ttUiy  certainly  collect  such  plants  as  fall  in  your  way/' 
Shall  t  speak  frankly  ?  It  has  scarce  ever  entered  my 
head^  what  with  the  troubles  we  have  had,  and  the 
hardships  we  have  undergone,  that  I  should  ever  meet 
with  a  plant  sufficiently  curious  to  attract  my  notice* 
Botanists  are  woefully  misplaced  in  an  army!  All  that 
I  can  do;  my  dear  friend,  is  to  promise  you,  that  the 
moment  I  can  walk  out  of  the  city  without  fear  of  be- 
ing assassinated,  I  will  seriously  set  about  preparing  a 
4ittle  herbal  for  you. 

I  shall  say  nothing  at  present  either  of  the  country, 
or  of  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  Although  they 
are  in  some  degree  known  to  you^  yet  I  shall  venture, 
when  I  have  a  little  leisure,  to  send  you  a  few  details 
on  those  subjectsi  which  may  not  perhaps  be  altogether 
unintei'esting.  0 

You  cannot  have  forgot  how  much  die  sight,  nay  even 
the  idea  of  a  criminal  executed,  or  about  to  be  executed, 
used  to  affect  me.    War  Is  a  sovereign  remedy  for  this 

*  This  is  a  strange  epithet  for  the  Pyramids ;  but  the  Piench 
have  learned  from  Savary  to  talk  of  the  stupendous  monumentt 
of  ancient  £gypt  with  a  silly  affectation  of  fondness,  that  is  ready 
disgusting. 
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Weakness;  I  have  seen  the  dead  and  the  dying,  scattet^ 
ed  heads  and  limbs,  and  my  heart  failed  me  no  lopger ; 
heilc  is  a  sufficient  proof,  then,  of  the  possibility  of  ac<^ 
customing  one's-self  to  carnage.*  I  rode  through  tho 
tnidst  of  three  thousand  slaughtered  Mameloucs ;  Milord 
trembled  under  me,  while  I  fixed  my  eyes  on  those  poor 
victims  of  ambition  and  vanity,  and  said  to  myself,— 
«'Wb  cross  thb  sea,  wb  brave  the  English 
pxeet,  we  disembark  in  a  country  which 
mbver  thought  of  us,  wb  pillage  their  yil^ 
lage8,  rtjin  thbir  inhabitants,  and  violate 
thbib  wives  ;  we  wantonly  run  the  hazard 
of  dying  with  hunger  and  thirst;  we  are- 
every  one  op  usx>n  the  point  of  being  assas- 
sinated )  and  all  this  for  what  ?  in  truth, 


WE  HAVE  NOT  YET  DISCOVBRBD 


f>» 


The  disgust  of  the  army  is  universal.  All  the  admi- 
nistrations are  disorganized.  There  exists  among  us  a 
selfishness,  a  fretfulness  that  absolutely  incapacitates  us 
from  associating  together.  With  respect  to  myself,  I 
plunge  into  business,  and  thus  escape  the  general  ennuim 
I  am  still  with  the  same  commissary  of  war ;  but  you 
must  allow  me  to  observe  to  you,  that  I  have  no  in* 


*  There  is  a  passage  in  Macbeth  so  perfectly  applicable  to 
the  sentimenf  before  us,  that  we  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of 
laying  it  before  the  reader. 

Mac6,  I  have  almost  forgot  the  taste  of  fear. 
The  time  has  been,  my  senses  would  have  cool'd 
To  hear  a  night-shriek ;  and  my  fell  of  haii: 
Would  at  a  dismal  treatise  rouse,  and  stir 
As  life  were  in't.    I  have  supp'd  full  with  horrors ; 
Direness,  familiar  to  my  slaughterous  thou|^ts, 
Cannot  once  start  mc. 
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cliDitioa  ta  wait  till  I  am  five-and-ti/trentyy  to  become  i 
commissary  myself.  Do  not  forget  me  then,  and,  abore 
all  be  assured,  that  the  tooaer  you  can  obtain  my  recall^ 
the  better  it  will  be  for  me. 

The  career  in  which  I  am  engaged  at  present,  is  s. 
most  humiliating  onei  and  we  are  constantly  squabbling 
with  the  generals.  The  Commander  in  Chief  is  the! 
only  one  who  pays  us  any  attention  ;  but  he  is  obliged^ 
at  the  same  time,  to  wink  at  every  thing  in  the  officers. 
He  treats  them  with  great  delicacy,  and  evidently  fears 
that  the  army,  which  already  begins  to  murmur,  will  at 
no  great  distance  of  time,  proceed  to  scunething  more 
alarming.  In  a  word,  take  into  your  consideration  too^ 
that  Sucy  has  lost  much  of  his  influence  ;  that  since  he 
left  Alexandria,  he  has  executed  no  part  of  his  office,  on 
account  of  his  having  had  the  imprudence  to  go  oil 
board  the  flotilla, (to  insure,  as  he  pretended,  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  troops),  and  that  he  found  himself,  as  he 
ought  to  have  foreseen,  without  the  possibility  of  re- 
joining them.  Finally,  take  notice,  that  in  consequence 
•f  the  climate,  we  are  become,  in  spite  of  ourselves^ 
listless  and  inactive  ;  and  that  we  have  the  greatest  <tif- 
iiculty  in  determining  ourselves  to  put  one  leg  before  the 
other. 

I  leave  to  your  prudence  and  good  sense  to  reflea  on 
wlu^t  I  have  said  i  confident  that  your  friendship  for 
me  will  lead  you  to  what  is  fittest  and  best.  I  shall 
look  for  your  answer  with  impatience. 

Sucy's^wound  prevents  him  from  writing ;  it  appears 
that  he  will  lose  all  but  the  two  fore  fingers  of  his  right 
hand :  he  supports  his  misfortune,  however,  with  pa-> 
tience ;  which  is  more  than  he  does  the  immense  space 
that  separates  us  from  our  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIQIMAL    LETTERS.  43 

1  am  very  seriously  engaged  on  the  history  of  our  ex- 
t)edition :  having  already  collected  a  vast  quantity  of 
materials,  which  I  shall  immediately  set  about  putting 
in  order.  Adieu ;  I  love  you  entirely-  Adieu,  my  dear 
Miot ;  when  shall  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  locking  you 
in  my  arnis  ?  write  to  me,  pray  write. 

P.  S.  (15  Thermid^rJ  August  %d. 
I  am  this  moment  setting  out  with  General  Le  Clerc,* 


•  "O  most  lame  and  impotent  conclusion!"  Who  would 
have  expected  to  sec  otir  Savant^  after  his  pathetic  description  oif 
the  miseries  he  had  already  contributed  to  bring  upon  this  un- 
fortunate country,  who  would  have  expected,  we  say,  to  find  him 
gaily  setting  out  upon  a  fresh  expedition,  of  which  the  avowed 
(not  "  secret")  purpose  was  the  most  flagitious  and  cruel  rob- 
bery  that  was  ever  yet  attempted  1  (we  speak  of  tlie  meditated 
seiaure  of  the  caravan.)    But  this  is  nature. 

Haec  ubi  locutus  foenerator  Alphius 
Jam  jam  futurus  rusticus, 

Omnem  rclegit  Idibus  pecuniam— 
Q^aerit  Calendis  ponere  1 1 1 
When  we  first  found  in  some  of  these  letters,  sentiments  of  en*- 
larged  kindness  and  humanity,  we  were  inclined  to  give  the 
writers  credit  for  them,  and  spoke  with  cordial  approbation  (Part 
I*  Introd.  &c.)  of  feelings  which  we  imagined  to  be  as  sin- 
cere as  they  were  well  expressed ;  but  a  farther  acquaintance 
with  this  correspondence  has  almost  cured  us  of  our  credulity : 
for  we  observed,  as  we  proceeded,  that  there  was  not  one  of 
those  moralizing,  those  humane  declaimers,  *^  however  he  might 
write  the  style  of  gods,"  that  did  not  in  some  part  or  other  of  his 
letter,  like  the  Savant  before  us,  betray  the  same  infuriate  pas* 
sion  for  pillage  and  destruction,  as  the  General  himself,  although 
a  keen  perception  of  his  own  wretched  situation,  might  lead  him, 
at  the  moment,  to  deprecate  and  deplore  the  wide  spreading  ruin 
before  him. 
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on  a  secret  expedition.    Here  then  I  leave  Grand  Cai* 
ro,  but  I  hope  to  return  to  it* 

Sucy  is  a  little  better ;  he  wishes  to  return  to  France  \ 
but  does  not  seem  disposed  to  take  me  with  him. 
Write  f  him  •n  the  subject.  Once  more,  I  embrace 
you. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIOIMAL    LBTTBR8.  4$ 

No.  V. 

Ju  Grand  Cairty  k  9  Thirmdor^  m  6. 

Cher  Pin  et  ch}re  Bdire^ 

Ts  n'ai  pas  pu  vous  donner  de  mes  nouvelles  depuis 
mon  embarquement^  vu  la  difSculte  des  couriers.  Je 
presume  que  ma  derniere  vous  sera  parvenu  en  date  de 
Toulon. 

Je  voudrois  pouvoir  vous  faire  tous  les  details  de  ce 

qui  s'est  passe  depuis  notre  depart  de  Toulon  jusqu^ici ; 

je  vous  dirai  seulement  de  gros  en  gros  ce  qui  s'est  passe. 

La  conquSte  de  Tlsle  de  Malthe  a  6t£  le  debut  de  la 

campagne ;  apres  quoi  nous  avons  continu6  notre  route 

jusqu'en  Egypte.    Le  d^barquement  de  I'armee  s'est 

fait  a  AleXandriey  qui  nous  a  cout6  plusieurs  braves  mi*  . 

litairesy  qui  ont  perdu  la  vie  sous  les  murs  de  cette  ville 

ancienne.    De  la  toute  Tarmee  s'est  mise  en  marche  sur 

cinq  divisions  pour  le  Grand  Caire,  ou  nous  sommes 

enfin  arrives  avec  toutes  les  difficultes  imaginables,  ayant 

souffert  tout  ce  qu'il  est  possible  de  souflTrir.  Vous  aUes 

fr6m!r  en  lisant  ce  qu'il  suit :  nous  avons  marche  pen* 

dant  dix-sept  jours  sans  pain,  sans  vin,  ni  eau  de  vie,  et 

cinq  jours  sans  eau>  dans  des  plaines  brulantes,  et  Ten- 

nemi  continuellement  a  nos  trousses.  Figurez-vous  que 

nous  avions  a  combattre  des  barbares,  qui  ne  connois- 

^ient  point  les  droits  de  la  guerrC)  et  par  consequent  qui 

e^erfoient  toutes  les  cruaut£s  imaginables  envert  les 

malheureux  Fran^ais  qui  tomboient  entre  leurs  mains; 
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aux  uns  ils  Icur  coupoient  Ics  oreillcs,  a  d'autrcs,  le  ncz, 
a  d*autres  ils  leur  tranchoient  la  tcJtc,  et  bien  d'autrcs 
choses  que  je  n'ai  plus  dans  la  memoire,  qui  me  font 
frissonncr  quand  j'y  pense. 

Croirc2-vous  que  pendant  dix-sept  jours  notre  nour- 
rUure  n'a  ete  que  des  pesteques  et  des  melons  d'eau,  ce 
qui  a  fait  qu'un  nombre  infini  de  militaires  ^ont  morts 
de  faim  et  de  soif !  Nous  ne  pouvions  pas  attendre  aucun 
secours  des  habitans  de  ces  contrees,  attendu  que  ce 
$qnt  des  sauvages  qui  nous  6gorgeoiept  a  demi-portee  de 
fusil  dc  no3  colognes. 

;  Malgre  les  pauvres  malheureux  qui  tomboient  en  de- 
faillance,  nous  etions  oblige  de  marcher  toujours  en 
Coldnhes  serreee,  parceque  leur  cavalerie  profitoit  du 
moHxetit  ou  nous  etions  en  desbrdre,  pour  nous  charger, 
et  nous  faisoient  un  mal  considerable.  Jours  et  nuits 
nous  6tion6  sous  le3  armes,  ce  qui  nous  pausoit  des  fa- 
tigues mortelles. ,  Le  Qxecontentemejit  etoit  peint  suv 
tous  les  visages.  Les  soldats  etoient  sur  le  point  de  xe^ 
fuser  de  marcher.  Plusieurs  militaires  $e  sont  brule  la 
ccryelle,  d'autres  se  sont  pr6cipite.dans  le  Nil ;  il  s'est 
commis  des  choses  terribles.  Encore,  dans  cct  intervallc 
nous  avons  livre  plusieurs  batailles  que  nou&avoQs  toutq^ 
gagnces!, 

Enfin^  arrives  aux  environs  du  Grand  Caire^  nous 
avons  trouve  les  Beys  et  Mampl^uks^  qui  nous  attfcn- 
doient  dans  ur  camp  retraiiche  ^  malgre  tous  les  ob.«- 
stacfes  q^ui  ^'opppsoiept  a  ^os  succes,  nous  les.  avpns 
battus  a  plate  couture  ;.  trois  mille  ont  peri  pai^  le  feu 
et  Teau  ;  jl  ne  s*est  pas  fait  de  prisonniers. .  II  est  bon 
de  vous  observer,  qu'il  n'y  a  que  notre  division  qui  s'est 
^aXtue,  qui  n'etoit  fout  au  plus  que  de  cinq  mple  homines^ 
La.dix-huiticme  et  la  trente-dcuxieme  se  ?Qat  encore 
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couverts  de  gloire  dans  cette  bataille  celebre^  que  Ton 
appelle  la  Bataille  des  Pyramides. 

Si  nous  avons  bientot  le  bonheur  de  rentrer  en  Franco, 
je  ferai  mon  possible  pour  obtenir  ma  demission  a  quel 
prix  que  ce  soit.  Je  ne  puis  plus  me  souffrir  dans  ce 
maudit  metier.  Toujours  se  battre,  a  perdre  la  vie  a. 
tous  les  instants  de  la  joumee !  Au  reste,  je  crois  en 
avoir  assez  fait ;  que  chacun  en  fasse  un  peu.  Je  ne 
suis  plus  avide  de  gloire,  jeVai  et6  parcequ'il  le  fdloit ; 
maintenant  je  veux  vivre  tranquilie  aupres  de  vous^ 
Voila  oil  se  borne  toute  mon  ambition.  L'on  me  fait 
entrevoir  un  avancement  prochain,  mais  je  n'en  veux 
point.  J*ai  fait  la  guerre  en  Europe,  mais  je  ne  veux 
jplus  la  faire  en  Afrique,  dans  un  cHmat  aussi  chaud. 

Donnez-moi  de  vos  nouvelles  ;  j'aiine  a  croireque  la 
presente  vous  trouvera  en  bonne  saiite.  Quant  k  la 
mienne  elle  est  des  meilleurts  :  Tair  de  la  mer  m*a  6t6 
aalutaire. 

Tous  mes  camarades  ont  ct6  etonnes  de  ce  que  j'ai 
pu  resister  a  tant  de  maux,  et  dans  un  climat  ou  la  terre 
fiemble  un  brasicr.  Je  finis  en  vons  embrassant  de  tout 
mon  coeur,  et  9uis  avec  respecty 

Votrcfib, 

Gat,  Capkaim^ 
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Cairo  (9  Tbermidor)^  July  27/A, 

tUar  Father  and  Mother^ 

1  HA  VE  not  been  able  to  send  you  a  line  since  my  em- 
barkation, on  account  of  the  difficulty  attending  the 
couriers.  The  letter  which  I  wrote  you  from  Toulon 
l^as^  I  take  it  for  granted,  duly  recei? ed. 

I  would  willingly  give  you  a  detailed  accoimt  of 
every  thing  ^  which  has  passed  since  our  leaving  that 
port ;  but  I  must  content  myself  at  present,  with  a 
general  and  cuisory^  view. 

Our  campaign  opened  with  the  capture  of  Malta ; 
after  which  we  continued  our  route  towards  Egypt. 
The  disembarkation  was  made  at  Alexandria,  and  cos^ 
us  a  number  of  brave  m^n,  who  perish^  under  the 
walls  of  th^t  anpient  ^ity.  From  thence  the  whole 
army  marched  in  five  divisions  for  Grand  Cairo;  where 
we  arrived  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  after  suflFering 
every  thing  that  was  possible  for  man  to  suffer.  You 
will  shudder  at  reading  what  follows.  We  marched 
seventeen  days  withoyt  bread,  wine,  or  brandy ;  and 
five  without  water,  over  burning  sands,  with  the  enemy 
close  at  our  heels!  figure  to  yourselves  that  we  had  to 
combat  barbarians,  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  rights 
of  war,  who  exercised  every  species  of  cruelty  upen 
the  unhappy  men  who  fell  into  their  hands :  cutting 
off  the  ears  of  one,  the  nose  of  another,  the  head  of  a^ 
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third,  and  many  other  things  which  have  slipt  my  me- 
mory, and  which  I  tremble  whenever  I  think  of.* 

Would  you  believe  that  for  seventeen  days  we  had 
nothing  to  subsist  on  but  water  melons !  Such,  how- 
ever, is  the  facti  and  in  consequence  of  it,  an  infinite 
number  of  the  troops  died  of  ^thirst  and  hunger !  We 
could  not  expect  any  succour  from  the  natives  of  these 
countries,  seeing  they  are  savages,t  who  murdered  us 
Within  half  a  musket-shot  of  our  own  columns. 

In  spite  of  the  number  of  poor  wretches  who  dropt 
from  mere  weakness,  we  were  obliged  to  continue  our 
march  in  close  order  ;  because  the  enemy's  cavalry  took 

*  Captain  Gay»  who  trembles  to  think  on  what  he  has  forgoti 
has,  not  improbably,  remeir.bered  what  he  never  thought  on  I 
Though  the  conduct  of  the  French,  whose  swords  were  yet  reek« 
ing  with  the  blood  of  their  slaughtered  brethren,  would  Justify 
any  retaliation  on  the  ptrt  of  the  Arabs ;  yet  we  much  doubt 
whether  the  practices  here  mentioned,  ever  took  place.  Shechy 
(No.  1.)  relates,  that  after  the  General's  Proclamation,  the  pri- 
soners were  dismissed  unhurt :  indeed,  we  are  convinced  that 
these  people  never  mangle  such  as  fall  into  their  hands ;  it  is 
plunder,  not  blood,  they  seek,  for  properly  speaking,  the  Arabs 
arc  not  cruel. 

t  Here  again  is  another  precious  sentiment.  No  assistance, 
it  seems,  was  to  be  exptcted  from  the  people  whom  they  were 
destroying,  because^they  were  savages !  But  Gay  is  right.  The 
Swiss  were  no  savages^  nor  the  Flemings,  nor  the  Dutch,  nor 
the  Italians,  and  therefore  the  French  procured  succour  from 
thcml  and  therefore  they  found  degenerate  wretches  amongst 
them,  eager  to  aid  in  rivetting  the  chains  of  their  brethren,  and 
zealous  to  edge  the  sword  that  was  to  pierce  the  bosom  of  their 
dearest  connections!  O  may  the  nations  that  yet  remain  un- 
trampled  on,  and  unspoiled,  profit  from  these  letters,  and  in  a 
rejection  of  all  communication  with  their  destroyers,  imitate  these 
unenlightened,  or,  if  they  will,  *«  savage"  Egyptians ! 

PART  11.  E 
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advantage  of  the  slightest  confusion  in  our  ranks  to  fait 
upon  us  ;  and  always  with  considerable  effect.  Night 
and  day  we  were  under  arms,  so  that  oUr  fatigues  were 
altogether  intolerable..  Discontent  was  painted  on  every 
face,  and  the  whole  army  was  on  the  point  of  refusing 
to  advance.  A  great  number  of  soldiers  blew  out  their 
brains,  and  many  flung  themselves  into  the  Nile.  HoR* 
RIBLE  THINGS  WERE  done!*  Add,  that  in  this  dread- 
ful interval,  we  had  many  battles  to  fight ;  all  of  which, 
however,  we  gained. 

Arrived  at  length  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grand 
Cairo,  we  found  the  Mameloucs  awaiting  our  arrival 
in  an  intrenched  camp.  In  spite  of  all  the  obstacles 
which  stood  in  the  way  of  our  success,  they  were  totally 
defeated.  Three  thousand  of  them  perished  either  by 
our  fire,  or  in  the  river ;  for  we  did  not  make  a  single 
prisoner.  I  must  observe  to  you  that  ours  was  the 
only  division  which  was  engaged,!  and  that  it  consisted 
of  no  more  than  five  thousand  men.  The  i8th  and 
32d  acquired  new  glory  in  this  famous  battle,  which 
we  now  call  the  "  Battle  of  the  Pyramids." 

If  we  have  the  happiness  of  returning  speedily  f 

•  Tlicrc  is  great  strength  in  this  rude  picture  of  the  dreadful 
state  of  the  army ;  we  scarce  know  whether  it  docs  not  convey, 
it  more  forcibly  and  distinctly  to  the  min4»  than  the  elaborate 
yid  eloquent  description  we  have  pointed  out  in  the  preceding 
letter.  Gay  himself  seems  to  have  been  deeply  affected  with  it, 
for  we  find  him  just  below  abjuring,  with  every  mark  of  disgust^ 
any  longer  continuance  in  the  service. 

+  Gay  is  not  correct  here.  We  know  from  better  authority 
than  his,  that  four  out  of  tlie  five' divisions  were  engaged ;  though 
we  believft  the  weigkt  of  ^  action  kU  chiefly  upon  Regnicr's 
Md  Desaix*. 
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Francei  I  will  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  obtain  my 
discharge  at  any  price  whatever.  I  can  no  longer  en- 
dure this  accursed  business.  Always  hazarding  my 
life,  and  at  every  hour  of  the  day ! — For  the  rest,  I 
thinks  I  have  done  my  part ;  let  every  one  do  a  little. — 
I  am  no  longer  greedy  of  glory  ;  I  was  once,  I  confess, 
because  it  was  necessary  to  be  so, — at  present,  my  only 
wish  is  to  pass  my  life  in  peace,  with  you.  This  is  the 
sole  object  of  my  ambition.  Some  hopes  of  an^ap- 
proaching  promotion  are  held  out  to  me,  but  I  want 
none  of  it.  I  have  seen  service  in  Europe,  but  I  have 
no  desire  of  seeing  it  in  Africa,  and  in  a  country  so  hot 
as  this. 

Let  me  hear  from  you. — I  please  myself  with  think- 
ing that  the  present  will  find  you  in  good  health.  As 
to  my  own,  it  is  excellent.  The  sea  has  been  of  in- 
finite use  to  ntK.  All  my  comrades  are  astonished  at 
my  being  able  to  endure  so  many  hardships,  in  a  climate 
where  the  surface  of  the  ground  burns  like  fire ! 

I  conclude,  with  embracing  you,  with  ajl  my  heart ; 
being,  with  respect, 

Your  Son, 

Gay,  Capt. 


E  a 
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No.  VI. 


Rosetie^  le  lo  Thermidoty  an  64 
Sarmdi,  28  Juillety  1798. 

Mon  chir  Ramcy^ 

Je  ne  vous  ai  pas  ecrit  depuis  notre  expedition  de  Malthe^ 
Vous  au  rezre^u,  j'espere,  la  lettre  que  je  vous  ai  6critc 
du  bord  de  mon  vaisseau  dans  le  port  de  Malthe :  pou* 
ne  pas  me  re  peter,  je  poursuis. 

L'escadre  et  la  flotte  mirent  a  la  voile  le  i  er  Messidor, 
c^  firent  route  vers  TEst.  Le  6  nous  dccouvrimes  Ics 
hautes  montagnes  couvertes  de  neige  de  I'Isle  de  Candie. 
Le  I  r,  une  fregate  signala  la  terre,  etc'etoit  les  cotes  ^t 
la  Barbarie.  Le  1 1,  nous  dccouvrimes  des  c6tes  extraor- 
dinairement  plates  et  sabloneuses,  parfaitemcnt  sem- 
blaWes  a  celles  entre  Calais  et  Gravel ines. 

Enfin  le  13,  a  5  heures  du  matin,  nous  apper^umcs  la 
ville  d'Alexandrie.  Ce  jour  a  quatre  heures  du  soil  on 
donna  I'ordre  du  debarquement,  qui  s'efFectua,  malgre 
une  mer  assez  forte,  dans  une  baye  favorable  a  TEst,  et 
a  deux  lieues  de  la  ville.  En  cet  endroit  de  la  cote,  est 
une  tour  dite  des  Mamelouks.  Le  14,  6  a  7000  hommes 
sans  aucune  piece  d'artillcrie  assiegerent  cette  ancicnne 
et  fameuse  ville.  Les  Turcs  tirerent  quelques  coups  de 
canon.  Les  Francois  etoient  deja  aux  pieds  des  murs 
luines  de  son  enceinte ;  ils  recevoicnt  la  mousqueterie 
et  les  pierres  des  Arabes,  Ils  monterent  a  Tassaut  par 
lleux  brcches  qui  existoient. 
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Les  GenSraux  Kleber  et  Menou  fiirent  blesses,  tnais 
les  Francis  entrerent  victorieux  dans  la  ville  a  iriidi.  Lo 
s<>ir  l(es  Arabes  et  Tares  tirerent  sur  les  Franf  ais  de  leura 
maisonsy  nous  y  perdimes  du  monde.  On  punil  oette 
revolts,  mais  on  ee  montra  tres-modere.  Cettc  premiete 
conqucte  a  coute  cinq  a  six-cents  hommes  de  part  et 
d*autre. 

Je  d6barquai  le  15,  sans  etre  encore  appelle,  je  par-t 
courus  Tespace  de  deux  lieues  avant  d'arriver  a  la  ville* 
J'eus  Ic  bbnheiir  avec  mon  frere  aine  d'y  parvenir  sanis 
malheur.  NoUs  vimes  quclqu'uns  de  nos  morts.  Lea 
Fran^aisen  general  eurent  la  pigs  grande  peine  a  pour^ 
voir  a  leuts  vivres,  et  a  se  caser.  Le  17,  une  deputation 
de  douze  a  quiiize  Arabes  Bedouins  vtnreht  offrir  leur 
alliance  au  nom  de  leur  tribu.  Le  General  en  Chef 
Bonaparte  leur  fit  quelques  presents  et  leur  donna  dix 
louis  a  cbacun.  lis  devoient  revenir  le  lendemain  ;  ils 
ont  manque  a  leur  parole.  (1  paroit  qu'ils  ne  sont  ye* 
nus  que  pour  espionner. 

Les  I5»  i6y  17,  i8y  et  ig^  les  divisions  dcs  Gencraux 
Dessaix,  Kleber,  et  autres  filerent  sur  Damanhour,  ville 
assez  considerable,  situee  sur  le  Canal  d'Alexandrie  i, 
io  lieues  de  cette  ville*  Le  quartier  general,  le  Gene* 
ral  en  Chef,  et  le  General  Cafarelli  suivirent  Tarmee  a 
travers  le  Desert. 

Toute  la  partie  des  sciences  et  arts  qui  eut  ordre  dc 
debarquer  le  18,  resta  a  Alexandrie  jusqu'a  Jiouvel  or- 
dre. Notre  brigade  dels  ing6nieurs  civils  y  est  encore,  a 
I'exccption  de  trois  dont  je  suis  un  de  ceux  que  Vofk 
semble  avoir  detache  pour  suivre  Tarmee ;  noais  jusqu'au 
10  Mcssidor,  que  j'eus  ordre  d'aller  a  Rosette,  je  parcou- 
rus  la  ville  d  Alexandrie.  Nous  cherchames  a  reconnoi- 
tre son  ancienne  splendeur  a  travers  de3  monts  de  ruines 
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qui  ne  sent  aujourd'hui  que  celles  d'Alexandrie  rebatie 
par  les  Arabes»  Ca  et  la  on  ne  trouve  que  des  colonnes  de 
marbre  de  toute  espece.  J'ai  etc  voir  la  Colonne  d'Alcx- 
andre  Severe,  dite  improprement  de  Pompce ;  clle  est 
placee  hors  de  Tenceinte  actuelle,  elle  a  104  pieds  de  hau- 
teur en  granite  rouge ;  son  fut  est  de  9  pieds  de  diametre, 
en  a  56  de  longueur,  et  est  d*un  seul  morceau.  En  rcn-  ^ 
trant  dans  les  murson  voit  aussi  deux  pyramides,  dites  les 
Aiguilles  de  Cleopatre.  Enfin  elles  sont  situees  sur  lebord 
de  la  mer,  elles  ont  toutes  deux  56  a  60  pieds  de  hauteur 
sur  7  pieds  de  face ;  Tune  est  elevee,  et  Tautre  couchee 
,par  terre.  Les  hy6rogHphes  dont  les  quatre  faces  sont 
couvertes,  indiquent  qu'elles  sont  un  ouvrage  des  anciens 
Egyptiens;  ils  indiquent  encore  qu'elles  ne  sont  pas 
entieres ;  elles  oht  ete  cassees,  et  cependant  les  deux  py- 
ramides sont  chacune  d'un  seul-  morceau  de  granite 
rouge.  On  travaille  a  leur  enlevement  pour  les  trans- 
porter en  France. 

Le  nombre  infini  de  puits  et  de  citemes  qui  sc  trou- 
vent  dans  cette  ville,  laisse  entrevoir  ce  qu'elle  a  pu 
fetre.  En  general  les  reservoirs  d'eau  sont  encore  tres- 
beaux,  ils  n'ont  besoin  que  d'etre  curea*  Quelques  uns 
de  ces  puits  ont  40  et  50  pieds  de  profondeur,  et  24  a 
30  de  diametre,  d'unc  belle  construction  :  d'autres  de  la 
me  me  profondeur  ofFrent  des  souterreins,  soutenus  par 
deux  ou  trois  rangs  de  colonnes  posees  les  unes  au  dessus 
des  autres. 

Le  port  d'Alexandrie  est  divise  en  deux  baies  trcs- 
belles,  peu  profondes,  et  separees  par  une  digue  ou  cfaaus- 
see  de  5  a  600  toises  de  long,  et  qui  se  rend  jusqu'au 
Phare,  c*est-a-dire,  a  Templacement  de  cet  ancien  et 
superbe  edifice,  et  d'ou  Ton  decouvroit  les  batimens  a 
trente  ou  quarante  lieues  en  mer.    Ce  Phare  n'est  pliu 
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atijourd-hui  ()u*un  mauvai^fort  qui  tombe  en  ruine,et  aii 
n^ilieu  daqucl-  est  un  minaret.  Je  I'ai  visite  ;  on  y  a 
trpuve.quelqnes  pKccs  dc  canon,  de  longiies  couleuvrines 
de  18  a  20  pieds,  des  morticrs  en  pierre ;  le  tout  abso- 
tumedt  Hors  d^  service,  ct  ne  pouvarvt  plus  resister  a'un 
coup  dc  canon.  On  a  encore  trouv6  dans  ce  fort  des  , 
armes,  dont  la*  forhic  ne  laissc  pas  dourer  qu'cUcs  ne 
provieHnent  defs  Fran^ ais  dans  la  malheureuse  expedition 
de  Saint  Louis  en  Egypte. 

Jc  ne  m'etendrai  pas  davantage  sur  cette  ville.  J'ajou- 
terai  seulement  que  les  habitants  quoique  vaincus,  ne 
9ont  pas  soumis,  et  ne  le  seront  pas  memo  de  longtemps. 
Nous  devons  ici  user  de  politique,  car  nous  ne  sommes 
pas  assez  forts  pour  agir  autrement.  Au  reste  on  respecte 
leur  religion,  leurs  moeurs,  et  surtout  leurs  femmes.  II 
est  vrai  que  cedie  race  feminine  ici  n'est  pas  tres-engage- 
ante  ;  en  g6neral  ce  sbpt  de  vilains  peuples. 

J'cus  ordre,  comme  je  vou$  Tai  dit,  deme  rendre  a 
Rosette,  distante  de  12  lieues  d'Alexandrie.  Je  m'en- 
barquai  avec  le  General  Menou,  qui  commande  provi- 
soiretaent  dans  cette  province.  J'entrai  dans  le  Nil  le 
24  Messidor.  Nous  passames  avec  quelque  peine  la 
barre  du  Nil,  Teffroi  des  navigateurs,  et  nous  remon« 
tames  ce  fleuve  jusqu'a  Rosette,  qui  est  situee  sur  la 
rive  gauche,  a  deux  lieues  de  Tembouchure'du  Nil.  C'est 
seukmtnt  de  cette  seconde  et  principale  branche  du  Nil 
que  TEgypte  prcnd  un  aspect  de  verdure>  que  le  con- 
traste  des  sables  et  des  deserts  voisins  embellissent  en- 
core. Le  long  des  rives  de  ce  fleuve  on  voit  des  bois  de 
datiers  ou  palmiers,de9  sycamores,  de  nombreux  bestiaux, 
de  nombreuses  habitations.  Les  jardins  sont  remplis 
d^orangers,  citroniers,  et  bananiers. 

Rotettei  conune  toutes  les  autres  villes  du  Levant,  ha* 
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bitcos  par  les  Turcs,  est  mal  batiei  ^\t ;  tcs  rues  sont 
dcs  dices  etfoites  fermees  par  en  haut.  LeS  maisons 
sort  des  repaires  de  puces^  de  mouchcrons.  Jusqu'a 
cette  heure,  nous  n'avons,  pour  ainsi  dire,  ete  occupes 
qae  du  soin  de  notre  subsistance,  et  du  soin  de  dormir. 
Les  moustiques  sont  un  veritable  fl6au.v  leur  piquure, 
la  ch^kur  du  soleil  toujours  brulant,  d*un  ciel  toujours 
:serein>  embrase,  nous  font  paisser  des  nuits  cruellest  J'ai 
beau  me  plonger  dans  les  eaux  bourbcuses  du  Nil,  je 
ne  pfelix  ^tdndre  la  chaleur  de  raon  sang  bouillonnant. 

Mc?  fonctions  a  Rosette  sojlt  de  lever  le  cours  du  Nit, 
d'obscrver  ct  fleuve,  scs  crucs,  s^s  epoques,  son  inonda* 
<ion,  son  embouchure,  sa  barre  ou  banc  de  sable,  si  dan- 
•gereux  pour  la  navigation  ;  enfm  de  presenter  un  m6«- 
rtioire  sur  laville  deRoseite  conatderee  cdiptne  pkMrt.  Jt 
suis  loge  sur  le  bord  dii  Nil:,  dc  inoa  lit  jjevois  le'Delta; 
nous  n'avons  pas  encore' mis' le. pied  dans  cetteipfQvince 
qui  jae  nous  ipquiete  pasy  parcequ'ell^  sera  Uent&t 
soumiscr  .   .  I 

Nous  avons  apprts  hier,  ^  Thermidor,  (d'heureusd 
xtetboire)  que  le  Caife  etoit  au  pouvoir  des  Fran^Sf 
qui  y  sont  entres  en  vainqueurs  )e  4  de'ce  m6iis«  Cette 
conquete  a  ete  TaiFaire  d'une  bataille  de  quelques  heures. 
Les  Mainel'ouks  au  nombre  de  quatre  mille  cavaliers 
aortis  du>  Caire,  se  sont  disposes  a  defcndre  Tentreede 
leur  ville.  Les  Franfals,  quoique  harrasses  et  cxtenkies 
de  fatigues,  ont  eroporte  a  ix  bayonette  ane  redoute  assez 
bien  fortifiee  et  defehdue  par  trente  pieces  de.  canon. 
Cc  fut  TaflSaire  d'un  instant.  L'aiFaire  devtnue  gdnerale ; 
mille  Mamelouks  sont  tallies  en  pieces,  mitraijles,  deuX 
a  trois  cents  sont  noyes  dans  le  Nil ;  le  reste  6pfauvant€ 
prit  la  fuite ;  on  entra  dans  la  ville  le  feu  embr&suit 
encbre  le  palais  ou  mafeon  des  trois  Beys  qui  s'6toient 
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'Cmpares  du  pouvoir  en  meconnoissaht  I'empire  Ai 
Grand  Suttan.  Une  Sultane  a  derob6  a  la  mort  too^ 
ks  Fran^ais  et  Europeens  qui  residoient  au  Caif e,  eti 
les  faisant  retirer  dans  ses  cours.  Sans  cette  mesuie  ift 
eussent  etc  infailliblemcnt  massacres. 

La  prise  du  Caire  va  ranger  dans  notre  parti  tous  les 
Turcs,  qqi  n'osoient  se  decider  par  la  craintc  d'une  dc- 
faite.  Malgre  cela  nous  avons  journellemcnt  a  Alex- 
andrie  comme  a  Rosette  des  alertes.  Avant-Wer.j'ai  ac- 
compagne  le  General  Menou  dans  une  sortie  qu'il  (it. 
Cette  alerte  etoit  fiausse,  mais  il  n'en  est  pas  de  memc 
toutes  les  fois  que  les  Arabes  noua  forcen^t  de  sortir. 

Quand  nous  sommes  arrives  a  Alexandrie,  la  peste 
regn<Mt  encore  dans*  quelques  maisons  Turques  ;  eUe  y 
regnoit  aussi  a  Rosette.  Mais  des  ie  mois  de  Juin  et 
pDodant  ks  cii^  ou'six  mob  ^ivans^  cette  maladie  n'est 
p{9  dangereuse,  elk  ne  se  gagne  plus.  Le  Nil  est  dani 
sa  crue,  ses  eaux  sont  tres-bourbeuses,  cela  ne  m'em- 
peche  pas  de  m*7  baigner  tous  ks  jours. 

J'espere  alkr  au  Cains  sous  quinzaine^  et  alkr  plus 
baut  voir  ks  fameuses  Pyramides  et  ks  autres  monumens 
de  Tantiquite.  J'espcre  et  desire  viv^ment  de  revenir 
en  France  par  I'ltalie:  fasse  le  ciel  seconder  mes  vceux^ 
mes  projists,  revoir  ma  patrie,  a  laquelk  un  Fran^ais 
ne  peut  renoncer ! 

Je  crois  que  ma  kttre  partira  pour  France  par  la  pre- 
miere occasion ;  celk  qui  doit  porter  la  nouvelk  des 
succes  de  notre  armee.  En  vous  ecrivant,  mon  cher 
Ramey,  je  vous  prk  de  donner  de  mes  nouvelks  aux 
amis  de  Calais.  Vous  voyez  que  je  vous  ai  ecrit  longuie* 
ment.  Cette  kttre  est  la  quatrieme.  Je  n'ecrirai  doric 
pas  a  Calais,  je  vous  charge  de  me  rappelkr  au  souvenir 
de  Madame  Wieync,  la  future,  de  votreaimabk  familk. 
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dcMadamc'Grandcoiirt,  Dufaux  jeunc  et  yieux,  Madame 
BeCquety  Mons.  ct  Madame  Durier,  de  Tami  Moreaux> 
Dufour,  Eden,  ct  autres.  A  Paris  a  Madame  Recicour, 
Mons,  et  Madame  Benard.. 

Salut  et  amitie  pour  la  vie, 

GiREZ. 

Note.  Deux  voyageurs  en  Egypte  ont  ccrit  sur  ce^ 
ancien  pays;  Tun  est  Savary ;  sa  relation  que  j*ai  lu 
dans  sa  traversce,  n'est  pas^res^exacte ;  son  ouvrage  est 
en  trois  volumes.  Le  second  est  Vqlney  que  j'avois  deji 
lu,  et  que  jc  relis  en  ce  moment.  Son  ouvrage  est  tres- 
bicn  fait,  ses  relaticms  sont  exactes;  je  vous  engage  a  le 
lire  (en  deux  volumes). 

Nous  avons  appsis  a  Alexandrie  la  fameuse  descente 
des  Anglais  sur  les  cotes  de  France  pres  d'Ostende.  Us 
sont  descendus  avec  10,000  hommes,  ils  ont  eu  4500 
faits  prisonniers,  1500  de  tucs,  et  le  restea  pris  la  fuite  ; 
il  n'y  a  pas  de  mal  a  cela.  II  faut  que  ces  insiilalres 
soient  bien  battus;  ils  devroient  rester  dan«  leur  de- 
meure  de  bois.  Ces  animaux  descend<ent,  je  crois,  en 
ligne  directe  de  Moyse,  qui  leur  a  enscigne  a  vogucr  sur 
Teau.  \\s  devroient  s'y  tenir  renfermes,  car  en  sortant 
ils  font  voir  qu'ils  ne  sont  que  des  betes. 

Malgre  la  Proclamation  du  General  en  Chef  aux 
Turcs  sur  notre  expedition,  le  peuple  Egyptien,  Turcs, 
Mahometans,  tons  demandent  ou  est  le  Pacha  de  Selim, 
au  nom-  duquel  nous  agissons.  La  prise  du  Caire  les^ 
a  frappes  de  terreur  et  d'ctonnement ;  ils  paroissent  en 
ctrc  tres-contents ;  ils  disent  en  leur  langue :  **  Dieu 
s'est  servi  des  armes  des  Fran9ais  pour  cbasser  les 
Mamclouks,  les  Beys,  les  opprcsseurs  de  TEgyptc." 
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TRANSLATION. 

f 

RosettUy  (10  Therm!dor)y  yuly  28. 
My  dear  Ramcy^ 

1  HAVE  not  written  to  you  since  we  left  Malta.  You 
received,  I  hope,  the  letter  I  wrote  you  on  board  my 
ship,  while  she  lay  there — not  to  repeat  what  I  have 
already  said,  I  take  up  my  narrative  from  that  day. 

The  ships  of  war  and  transports  set  sail  on  the  19th 
of  June,  directing  their  course  to  the  eastward,  and  on 
the  24th  we  discovered  the  high  lands  of  Candia,  covered 
with  sn6w;  the  agth,  the  look-out  frigate  made  the 
land  (this  was  the  coast  of  Barbary),  and  the  same  day 
the  whole  fleet  had  a  sight  of  it;  it  was  exceedingly  low 
and  sandy,  resembling  in  every  respect  the  ground  be- 
tween Calais  and  Gravelines. 

At  length,  at  day^break  on  the  ist  of  July,  we  disco- 
vered the  city  of  Alexandria.    The  same  day,  about  four' 
in  the  afternoon,  orders  were  giveirfor  landing  the  troops^ 
which  was  effected,  in  spite  of  a  very  heavy  sea,  in  a 
convenient  bay  about  two  leagues  to  the  east*  of  the 

*  Citizen  Girez  is  not  much  more  accurate  in  his  geography 
than  the  rest  of  his  country^nc n :  the  bay  in  which  they  landed  is 
not  to  the  east,  but  to  the  west  of  Alexandria ;  and,  for  the  ho- 
npur  of  his  historical  precision,  be  it  farther  remarked,  that  the 
building  of  which  he  speaks,  is  not  called  the  Tower  of  the  Ma* 
meloucs,  but  of  the  Arabs,  which  is  a  very  different  thing ;— -but 
to  notice  every  blunder  of  this  nature,  as  we  observed  on  a  foi^  ^ 
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city.  On  this  part  of  the  coast  is  a  building,  called  the 
Tower  of  the  Mameloucs.  The  next  day,  six  or  seven 
thousand  men,  unprovided  with  artillery,  laid  siege  to 
this  ancient  and  celebrated  city.  The  Turks  discharged 
a  few  pieces  of  cannon.  The  French  were  already  close 
to  the  ruined  walls  which  surround  it,  where  they  re- 
ceived a  volley  of  musquetry  and  stones  from  the  Arabs, 
and  then  mounted  to  the  assault  by  two  old  breaches ! 

The  Generals  Kleber  and  Menou  were  wounded,  but 
the  JFrench  entered  the  city  victoriously  by  noon,  in 
the  evening  the  Turks  and  Arabs  jired  on  Our  troops 
from  their  houses^  and  killed  some  of  thcni ; — ^thts  re- 
volt was  punished,  but  in  the  gentlest  manner !  *  This 
first  conquest  cost  us  between  two  and  three  hundred 
men.  ^  The  16ss  of  the  enemy  was  equal  to  our  own. 

I  went  on  shore  on  the  3d,  though  I  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived orders  to  disembark,  and  walked  five  or  six  milcf 
to  the  city  ;  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  enter,  in 
company  with  my  elder  brother,  without  any  accident 
whatever.  On  our  \yay  we  saw  the  dead  bodies  of  seve- 
ral of  our  countrymen.  At  Alexandria  the  whole  army 
had  the  greatest  difficulty  to  find  provisk^h^  or  quarters. 
On  the  5th,  a  deputation  of  twelve  or  fifteen  Bedouins 
came  to  offer  us  their  alliance  in  the  name  of  their  tribe. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  made  them  a  few  presentSj^ 
and,  at  parting,  gave  each  of  them  ten  louis.   They  pro- 

mcr  occasion,  is  as  for  from  our  intentions,  u$  our  power,  in  the 
limits  we  have  prescribed  ourselves. 

•  That  is  to  say,  by  an  indiscriminate  massacre  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  for  the  space  of  four  hours!  Girc«  seems  to  have 
pretty  nearly  the  same  notions  of  hnmanity  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  W. 
who,  like  hhn,  perhaps,  would  call  this  resistance  to  the  fury  of 
the  great  nation,  a  revolt. 
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mised  to  return  the  next  day,  but  they  never  appeared 
afterwards.    It  is  probable  they  only  came  as  spies.* 

The  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th,  the  divisions  of  Dc- 
fcaix,  Kleber,  &c.  filed  off  towards  Demanhour,  a  pretty 
considerable  town,  on  the  Canal  of  Alexandria,  from 
Which  place  it  is  about  10  leagues  distant.  The  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  \vith  General  CafarclH,  and  the  rest 
of  the  staff,  followed  the  army  across  the  Desert. 

All  the  corps  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  which  were 
-ordered  to  disembark  on  the  6th,  are  to  continue  ^t 
Alexandria  till  farther  orders.  Our  brigade  of  civil 
engineers  is  still  there,  with  the  exception  of  three  (of 
whom  I  am  one)  who  seem  to  have  been  detached  from 
it  for  the  purpose  of  following  the  army.  Till  the  ioth,t 
however,  when  I  received  final  orders  to  proceed  to  Ro- 
setta,  I  amused  myself  with  exploring  the  city  of  Alex- 
andria.   We  endeavoured  to  trace  out  its  ancient  splen- 


♦  We  have  here  a  cotnplete  explanation  of  a  circumstance 
"Which  otherwise  we  could  only  know  from  the  event.  The  rea- 
der cannot  have  forgot  the  exultation  with  which  not  only  the 
letters  in  the  First  Part  of  this  publication,  but  even  the  official 
dispatches  of  Bonaparte  and  Berthier,  speak  of  this  alliance  with 
the  Arabs,  and  of  the  mighty  advantages  to  be  derived  from  it. 

Here  then  t>ehold  the  venerable  negotiators  (vagabonds  and 
beggars)  who  were  entrusted  with  the  interests  of  the  Arabs  I 
and  contemplate  the  important  drama  to  which  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe  were  anxiously  directed,  begun  and  ended  in  one  mise* 
table  scene  I 

f  In  the  original,  la  Messidor  (the  iSth  of  June),  a  most 
ridiculous  blundet  1  There  is  no  way  of  correcting  it,  but  by  sup* 
posing  Girez  to  have  confounded  tlie  old  and  new  calenders  in 
his  mind  (no  uncommon  circumstance) ;  and  in  that  case,  if  we 
read  loth  of  July  in  the  good  old  way,  instead  of  10  Messidor, 
we  shall  probably  be  not  £ir  from  the  truth. 
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dour  amidst  mountains  of  ruins,  which  seem  to  be 
merely  those  of  the  Alexandria  rebuilt  by  the  Arabs  ! 
We  found  scattered  about  fragments  of  columns  of 
various  species  of  marble- 

I  went  also  to  see  the  column  of  Severus,  improperly 
attributed  to  Pompey  ;•  it  stands  without  the  circuit  of 
the  present  city  ;  it  is  of  red  granite,  104  feet  in  height ; 
its  shaft  is  56  feet  in  length,  and  9  in  diameter,  and  is 
formed  of  a  single  block.    In  returning  towards  the 

•  This  is  the  hundreth  timc'at  least,  that  we  have  met  with 
this  expression,  wliich  after  all  is  taken  from  Savary,  **  the  Co- 
lumn of  Scverus,  improperly  attributed  to  Pompey."  Such  a 
deplorable  display  of  minute  science  amidst  the  grossest  igno- 
rance, is  not  calculated  to  raise  our  ideas  of  the  progress  of  the 
disciples  of  the  new  school,  to  a  very  extraordinary  pitch.  What 
real  knowledge  h  still  amongst  the  French,  and  we  are  convinced 
there  is  still  a  great  deal,  was  acquired  under  a  very  diflferent  dis- 
cipline. With  the  scholars  of  the  old  regime  will  expire  all  that 
is  scientific  and  profound  in  France. 

Literature  has  not  received  so  fatal  a  blow  since  the  days  of 
the  National  Convention,  or  (in  the  hypocritical  cant  of  the  pre- 
sent time)  of  Robespierre,  as  by  the  horrid  deportations  of  the  iS 
Fructidor.  In  the  prison-ships  of  that  period  were  confounded 
.men  of  the  most  varied  accomplisliments ;  men  who  had  long  de- 
lighted and  instructed  Europe;  and  whose  place  the  present 
generation  of  crude,  and  shallow,  and  clamorous  cogncseaUtf  will 
ineffectually  labour  to  supply.  In  spite  of  the  National  In- 
stitute, in  spite  of  the  innumerable  memoirs,  essays,  odes, 
that  issue  daily  from  its  countless  mouths,  and  astonish  the  weak, 
and  overwhelm  the  wise,  we  are  persuaded  that  the  French  are 
gradually  relapsing  into  barbarism ;  nor  will  their  decline,  we 
apprehend,  be  much  retarded  even  by  the  Eg  yptianInstitutb, 
though  Bonaparte  is  ostentatiously  inrolled  amongst  its  members; 
amd  Tallien  has  descended  from  the  dignity  of  a  Senator,  and 
almost  a  Director,  to  become  a  corrector  of  tlie  press  to  Cittton 
Marc  Aur^lc ! 
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-city,  you  also  see  two  pyramids,  called  Cleopatra's 
Needles ! ! !  they  are  both  situate  on  the  coast,  are  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  feet  in  height,  and  about  seven 
feet  square.  One  of  them  is  still  standing,  the  other 
lying  on  the  ground.  The  hieroglyphics  with  which 
the  four  sides  are  covered,  indicate  that  they  are  the 
works  of  the  ancient  Egyptians ;  they  indicate  also  that 
they  are  not  entire.  Both  of  these  pyramids  have  evi- 
dently been  broken  ;  and  yet  each  of  them  was  formed 
of  a  single  piece  of  red  granite.  We  are  endeavouring  to 
raise  them,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  them  to 
France ! 
The  infinite  number  of  wells  and  cisterns  to  be  found 

'  in  this  city,  give  us  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  what  it 
must  have  been.  Generally  speaking,  these  reservoirs 
are  still  very  fine,  and  only  require  to  be  cleaned  out ; 
some  of  them  are  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  in  depth,  and 
near  thirty  in  diameter:  others  form  subterraneous 
vaults,  which  are  supported  by  two  or  three  rows  of 
columns,  one  over  another. 

The  port  of  Alexandria  is  divided  into  two  very  beau- 
tiful bays  (with  no  great  depth  of  water),  separated  by  a 
dike  or  causeway  near  1200  yards  in  length,  and  reach- 
ing to  the  Pharos,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  site  of  that  an- 
cient and  magnificent  edifice,  from  whence  vessels  were 
discovered  at  the  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues.  This 
Pharos  is  nothing  at  present  but  a  paltry  fort,  which  is 
tumbling  into  ruin.  In  the  centre  of  it  is  a  minaret, 
which  I  examined.  There  are  a  few  pieces  of  cannon, 
som^  long  culverines  of  18  or  20  feet,  and  some  stone 
mortars :  the  whole  absolutely  unserviceable,  and  in- 
icapable  of  resisting  a  single  shot.  In  this  fort  were 
found  a  few  arms,  the  shape  and  make  of  which  clearly 
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prove  that  they  once  belonged  to  the  French  who  pc* 
rtshed  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  of  St.  Louis.* 

I  shall  say  nothing  more  of  this  city  ;  except  that  its 
inhabitants,  though  vanquished,  are  not  in  a  state  of 
complete  subjection,  nor  likely  to  be  so  for  a  long  time 
to  come.  We  must  use  policy  here,  for  we  are  not  yet 
strong  enough  to  do  otherwise.t  For  the  rest,  we  re- 
spect their  religion,  their  manners,  and  above  all,  their 
women ;  these  last,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  nor 
mightily  engaging.  In  short,  they  are  a  hideous,  and 
abominable  race. 


*  Though  Girez  appears  to  hiivc  a  very  pretty  notion  of  an^ 
tiquity,  which  he  manifests  among  other  things,  by  mistaking  an 
obelisk  for  a  pyramid,  and  the  rnins-^jf  a  Greek  wall  for  an  in- 
dubitable specimen  of  Arabic  masonry,  we  are  stiU  somewhat  dis* 
inclined  to  give  him  credit  for  the  discovery  of  which  he  speaks 
in  thi  s  place. 

To  do  him  justice,  however,  he  is  not  singular  in  his  conjee* 
tures  J  a  letter  (a  copy)  has  found  its  way  to  France,  in  which 
the  same  circumstance  is  mentioned.  This  has  been  printed  in 
the  papers  of  the  Directory,  and,  according  to  the  established 
custom,  reprinted  here,  cum  notis  variorum.  To  judge  from  the 
comments  of  the  Jaoobins  on  this  &mous  discovery,  it  would 
seem  as  if  they  thought  the  whole  anny  of  France  might  be 
equipped  from  it.  <*  A  room,"  say  they,  <<  has  been  found  in 
the  Castle,  fuU  of  arms,  supposed,"  &c. — "  this  viH  prove  a 
most  valuable  acquisition."  Would  any  one  suppose,  after  this, 
that  the  treasure,  of  which  their  wishes  lead  them  to  speak  with 
such  apparent  satisfaction,  consisted  in  nothing  more  than  half-a^ 
dozen  rusty  halberds,  and  thref  or  flour  unserviceable  matchlocks, 
dragged  out  of  a  dust-hole ! 

t  We  hope  the  r^der  has  not  overlooked  Girez*  admirable 
reason'  for  **  using  policy."  It  is  the  true  secret  of  their  forbear- 
ance in  every  country  which  the  French  have  over-run,  and  is 
worth  whole  folios  on  the  subject.     Bonaparte  aeem»  to  have 
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I  had  orders,  as  I  observed  above,  to  proceed  to  Ro- 
setta,  distant  about  12  leagues  from  Alexandria ;  I  em- 
barked with  General  Menou,  who  commands  this  pro- 
vince provisionally.  We  entered  the  Nile  on  the  leth 
of  July,  passing  the  bar,  the  terror  of  navigators,  with 
fome  difficulty,  and  ascended  the  river  till  we  came  to 
Rosetta,  which  is  situated  on  its  left  bank,  about  two 
leagues  from  its  mouth.  It  is  only  at  this  second,*  and 
principal  branch  of  the  Nilej  that  Egypt  puts  on  a  little 
appearance  of  verdure,  which  is  rendered  still  more 
agreeable  by  the  strong  contrast  of  the  neighbouring 
Deserts.  Along  the  banks  of  the  river  we  saw  many 
dates  or  palm  trees,  and  sycamores,  numbers  of  cattle, 
and  houses.  The  gardens  are  full  of  orange,  citron,  and 
banana  trees. 

Rosetta,  like  all  the  other  towns  of  the  Levant,  in- 
habited by  the  Turks,  is  wretchedly  built,  and  full  of 
filth  :  the  streets  are  narrow  alleys,  of  which  the  houses 
meet  at  the  top  ;  the  houses  themselves  are  the  recep- 
tacles of  fleas,  gnats,  &c.  &c.  To  this  moment,  as  I  may 


committed  a  fatal  mistake  on  this  head  at  Cairo.  He  took  his 
measures  better  in  Italy,  where  he  seldom  laid  aside  his  policy 
(which  is  a  very  expressive  word  in  the  vocabulary  of  a  French 
general),  and  began  the  work  of  pillage  and  murder  till,  in  the 
simple  but  expressive  words  of  Girez,  he  was  "  strong  enough 
to  do  it."  '^ 

•  We  do  not  quite  comprehend  this  topographical  View  of 
£gypt.  It  seems  as  if  Girez  supposed  Alexandria  to  be  situated 
upon  a  branch  of  the  Nile,  a  circumstance  which,  if  we  consider 
that  he  remained  there  several  days,  exploring,  as  he  says,  the 
circumjacent  country,  promises  admirably  for  the  fidelity  of  the 
hydraulic  charts  which  wc  find  he  has  been  so  judiciously  selected 
to  compose. 

Part  II.  F 
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sajr,  we  have  done  nothing,  thought  of  nothing,  but 
how  to  procure  a  little  food  and  sleep.  The  musquitocs 
arc  a  real  plague  ;  their  sting,  the  heat  of  an  ever-burn- 
ing sun,  and  of  a  serene  sky  always  on  fire,  make  us 
pass  most  dreadful  nights.  In  vain  do  I  plunge  myself 
into  the  muddy  waters  of  the  Nile  ;  1  canrtot  extinguish 
the  heat  of  my  boiling  blood. 

My  employment  at  Rosetta  is  to  take  a  plan  of  the 
course  of  the  Nile,  to  observe  the  river  as  to  its  rise, 
its  epochs,  its  inundations,  its  mouth,  its  bar,  or  bank 
of  sand,  so  Mangerous  to  navigation,  and,  in  short,  to 
present  a  memoir  on  the  town  of  Rosetta,  considered  as 
a  port.  I  am  lodged  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  can 
see  the  Delta  from  my  bed.  We  have  not  yet  put  foot 
in  this  province  ;  but  that  gives  us  no  uneasiness,  as  we 
know  it  will  soon  be  in  our  power. 

We  learned  yesterday  (the  27th  July,  of  happy  me- 
hiory),  that  Cairo  was  in  the  possession  of  the  French, 
who  entered  it  as  conquerors,  on  the  22d.  This  cap- 
ture was  the  consequence  of  an  action  of  some  hours : 
the  Mameloucs,  to  the  number  of  four  thousand  horse, 
came  out  of  Cairo,  and  shewed  a  disposition  to  defend 
the  approaches  of  the  city.  The  French,  though  har- 
rassed  and  worn  down  with  fatigue,  carried  ^ith  fixed 
bayonets  a  redoubt  tolerably  well  fortified,  and  defended 
by  thirty  pieces  of  cannon.  This  was  the  affair  of  a 
single  instant ;  the  action  then  became  general ;  a  thou- 
sand Mameloucs  were  cut  to  fjleces,  or  desth>yed  by 
grape-shot,  and  two  or  three  hundred  drowned  th  the 
Nile  ;  the  remainder  took  fright,  and  fled.  Our  troops 
then  entered  the  city  ;  the  fire  was  still  preying  on  the 
palace  of  the  three  Beys,  who  had  seized  the  sovereign 
power,  and  rendered  themselves  independsint  of  the 
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Grand  Seignior*  A  Sultana  preserved  all  the  Euro- 
peans who  resided  at  Cairo,  by  opening  her  palace  to 
them  :  without  this  act  of  hurhanity,  they  would  have 
all  been  infallibly  massacred. 

The  capture  of  Cairo  will  bring  over  all  the  Turks, 
who  did  not  dare  to  join  us  before,  lest  We  should  be 
defeated!  In  ^ite  of  this,  however,  we  have  daily 
alarms  both  here  and  at  Alexandria.  The  day  before 
jresterday,  I  accompanied  General  Menou  in  a  sortie 
which  he  made ;  it  proved  to  be  a  false  alarm ;  this, 
however,  is  not  always  the  case,  when  the  Arabs  forcp 
us  to  mar<^h  out. 

When  we  arrived  at  Alexandria  the  pl^[ue  was  still 
there  ;  it  was  also  at  Kosetta :  but  from  the  beginning 
of  June,  and  the  five  or  six  months  which  follow  it, 
this  malady  is  neither  dangerous  nor  infectious.  The 
Nile  is  on  its  increase  ;  its  waters  are  extremely  muddy ; 
this,  however,  docs  not  prevent  me  from  bathing  in  it 
every  day. 

I  hope  to  go  to  Cairo  in  a  fortnight,  and  from  thence 
still  higher  up  the  river,  to  see  the  famous  pyramids, 
and  the  other  monuments  of  antiquity.  I  hope,  and 
desire  most  ardently,  to  return  to  France  by  the  way  of 
Italy.  May  heaven  prosper  my  wishes,  my  projects,  to 
see  once  more  my  dear  native  land  ; — wishes  which  a 
Frenchman  can  never  renounce ! 

I  fiuBcy  that  my  letter  will  be  sent  to  France  by  the 
first  packet,,  which  is  to  carry  the  news  of  our  success. 
While  I  am  writing  to  you,  my  dear  Ramey,  I  beg  you 
to  let  my  friends  at  Calais  know  I  am  well.  You  see 
that  I  have  written  pretty  much  at  length ;  this  letter 
is  the  fourth.  I  shall  not  write  then  to  Calais,  but  will 
trouble  you  to  remember  me  to  Madame  Wicyiie,  your 

Fa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68  COPIES   OF 

intended  ;  to  your  worthy  family  ;  to  Madame  Grand-: 
court,  DufauXy  and  his  ^on  ;  Madame  Becquet ;  Mon- 
sieur and  Madame  Durier  ;  my  friends  Moreaux,  Du- 
four,  Eden,  &c. ;  and  at  Paris,  to  Madame  Rccicour, 
and  Monsieur  and  Madame  Bcnard. 

Heahh  and  friendship  during  life, 

'  GiREZ. 

Two  travellers  in  Egypt  have  written  on  this  ancient 
country.  Savary,  whose  account  I  read  on  my  passage, 
and  who  is  far  from  correct  (his  work  is  in  three  vo- 
lumes) ;  and  Volney,  whom  I  had  read,  and  whom  I 
am  now  reading  again !  His  work  is  well  written^  and 
his  descriptions  are  very  accurate.*  I  could  wish  you 
to  read  it  (it  is  in  two  volumes). 

We  heard  at  Alexandria  of  the  famous  descent  of  the 
English  on  the  French  coast  near  Ostend.  They  landed 
with  10,000  men,  of  whom  4,500  were  made  prisoners, 
1,500  killed,  and  the  rest  put  to  flight  !t  This  is  not 

•  It  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  our  engineer,  who  decides 
so  peremptorily  on  the  accuracy  of  Volney's  account  of  Egypt, 
has  not  yet,  as  appears  from  his  own  letter,  set  foot  beyond  the 
suburbs  of  Rosetta,  the  first  town,  as  he  truly  says,  on  entering 
the  Nile.  This  is  just  as  if  an  Egyptian  should  decide  on  the 
descriptions  of  Prance  by  taking  a  cursory  view  of  the  sands  of 
Calais }  and  is  not  much  unlike  what  was  done  by  a  half-witted 
philosopher  called  Dc  Pages,  who  went  round  the  world,  raving 
after  "  virtuous  savages ;''  and  who  pretended  to  characterize 
the  English  from  an  accidental  stay  of  three  hours  at  Deal  I 

t  This  curious  paragraph,^  in  which  Girez,  at  the  distance  of 
a  thousand  leagues,  puts  his  correspondent  in  mind  of  what  hap- 
pened under  his  own  nose,  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  a 
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amiss ;  these  Islanders  ought  to  be  well  beaten  :  they 
should  have  staid  in  their  wooden  houses.  These  ani- 
mals descend,  I  think,  in  a  right  line  from  Moses,  who 
taught  them  to  use  the  sea.*  They  ought  to  confine 
themselves  constantly  to  it,  for  the  instant  they  get  on 
land,  they  prove  themselves  to  be  a  very  stupid  race. 

In  spite  of  the  Proclamation  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  to  the  Turks  on  our  expedition,  the  Egyptians, 
the  Turks,  the  Mahometans,  all  ask  us  where  the  Ba- 
shaw of  Selim  is,  in  whose  name  we  profess  to  act  ? 
The  taking  of  Cairo  has  filled  them  with  terror  and  as- 
tonishment ;  they  seem  to  be  much  pleased  with  it,  and 
say^  in  their  own  language,  <^  God  has  availed  himself 
'<*  ef  the  arms  of  the  French,  to  drive  away  the  Mame- 
^<  loucs,  the  Beys,  the  oppressors  of  Egypt." 

passage  we  once  recollect-  to  have  seen  in  a  letter  from  a  back- 
Wttler  ia North  America  to  his  friend  in  London,  "  Give  my 
Ibve  to  Abraham  Turner,  and  tell  him  I  have  no  news  to  send, 
only  I  hear  the  parliameDtis  dissolved." 

We  make  no  remarks  on  the  authenticity  of  tlie  intelligence 
which  is  conveyed  to  this  deluded  army. 

♦  Girez,  as  Sir  Hugh  Evans  says,  has  ^  preyed  his  piple  ill." 
If  he  will  look  into  the  history  of  Moses  at  his  return,  (for  we 
fear  he  will  have  no  opportunity  of  doing  it  while  he  stays  in 
•  Egypt),  lie  will  find  that  Moses  has  little  pretensions  to  the  re- 
putation of  a  teacher  in  navigation.  His  **  descendants  in  a  right 
line"  too,  know  almost  as  little  of  the  /natter  as  himself  j  but  so 
it  evef  is ;  ignorance  and  profaneness  go  hand  in  hand,  and  the 
sneer  of  the  tcoffcr  is  produced  by  the  misconceptions  of  the 
fool. 
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No.  VII. 

AUxandrU^  U  12  Thermidor^  an  6, 
A  ta  Citoyenm  Blanc^  Rue  HelvctiUs^  No.  667,  H  Paris. 

UducH  amie,  je  t'ai  ccrft  au  cominencetiiQnt  du  moi|l. 
Jc  mimpatientois  de  ne  paa  recevoir  de  tes  precieMecs 
kttres  ;  atijourd*hui  j'ea  eonnois  la  cause*  tros  Atigiais 
oflt  intercepte  nos  pr#mieri  avU6^  partis  de  Toulon,  ils 
apportoient  les  premiers  Itttres  do  tout  oe  ^ui  luMote*- 
rcsse  sur  la  tcrrc  :  oui,  ton  Julien  Fran9ois  n'avoit 
qu'une  seule  jouissalioe  a  defiirer^  <^lle  de  tes  predeuses 
lettree,  et  j'eti  suis  priv£«  Ce  sacriike  bten  dur  pour 
mon  coeur,  je  Tajoute  avec  plaisir  k  tous  ceux  que  j'ai 
faits  pour  assurer  uoe  existence  heureuse  i  ma  Julie,  et 
i,  mes  enfans* 

Le  4  de  ce  mols,  Bonaparte  a  pris  le  Caire ;  je  in*y 
attendois,  et  tl  f  jiUoit  cette  nouvelle  pour  supporter  Tetat 
de  p^nurie  ou  la  communication  du  Nii^  interceptee  par 
I'cnnemi,  nous  jettait.  Nous  allons  ctre  approvisonn6s 
en  ris,  grains,  et  la  possession  du  Caire  va  nous  rendrc 
Tabondance..  ^ 

II  s'agira  de  connpltre  cqmnoent  1^  Grand  Seigneur 
▼a  trouver  tout  ceci.  Les  Anglois  tiendront-ils  la.  mer 
cet  hiver  ?  ce  sont  des  choses  a  eclaircir  pour  notre  ex- 
istence  loin  de  la  France ;  non  que  nous  ayons  besoin 
des  objets  de  premiere  necessite  en  Egypte  ;  mais  par- 
ce  que  les  communications  de  mer  sont  precieuses  dans 
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la  situation  ou  nous  serons  dans  quelques  mois  apres  le 
cetircment  des  eaux  du  Nil,  Enfin^  quand  nous  en  serous 
la,  nous  verrons  ce  que  Ics  nouvellcs  de  France  noi^s 
^ppfendront, 

Tu  sauras  qjue  j'ai  lu  les  papiers  publics  jusqu'au  5 
Messidor.  ^ouis  Bonaparte,  qui  est  reste  mala^e  ici, 
m'a  tcgours  procyr^  les  Gazettes  quj  sont  arrivees  par 
les  ^ivisos.  Je  vpis  ayec  peine  que  <Jans  ce  ipomcnt  fa- 
vorable a  une  descente  en  Irlande,  on  ne  s*en  occupe 
pas  en  France  j  mais  il  y  a  encore  tfois  mois  propres  a 
cette  tentative',  pn  s'y  decidefa  peut-etre. 

J'ai  trop  4  ecrife  icj  pour  orgaAiser  les  administra- 
•tions  du  Lazareth,  et  des  postes  de  la  cote,  pour  que  jje 
puisse  faire  un  journal  historique  de  ce  qui  se  p^se  ipi 
a  t6us  ceux  que  je  voudrois  tpnir  instruits.  Voici  mon 
projet  a  ce  sujet :  je  ferai  cet  historique  assez  succincte- 
menty  je  te  Tadresserai,  douce  amie,  et  tu  le  com- 
muniqueras  a  Teinier,  gazettier.  Ceci  pQurtant  sans 
obligation,  mais  quand  tu  le  jugeras  convenable : 
quelquefois  meme  il  est  possible  que  je  ae  puisse  te 
donncr  qu'uji  appef9u  rapidc  d^s  une  lettjre,  et  tu  le 
rapporteras  de  vlve  voix  a  nos  amis,  car  les  lettres  de 
Julien  Franfois  a  sa  donee  amie  ne  doivent  etre  lues 
que  par  ccUc  qui  les  inspire. 

O  ma  Julie,  te  voila  encore  une  fois  au  momenjt  de 
renouveller  mon  titre  de  pere,  et  je  suis  Ioii;i  de  toi ! 
Pardonne  nuUe  fois,  pardonne  Teloignement  de  ton 
amaqty  qui  xic  pourra  soulager  tes  souiFrances  dans  un 
moment  si  penible  et  si  doux  pour  toi,  Je  connois  le 
x:a)ur  de  m^  Julie ;  si  elle  souffre,  elle  cprouve  toujours 
un  nouveau  l^onhe^r  a  donner  a  soil  epoux  de  nouveaux 
fruits  de  son  amour.  Ah !  si  du  rnoins  cette  fois  tes 
vqeux  sont  remplis,  ma  chere  ct  gentille  iCit;miUc  te 
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consolera  de  Tabsence  de  son  pcre.  Si  c*cst  un  nouvcau 
gar^on,  que  le  nom  de  Tell  puisso  nous  rappcHcr  la 
mcmoire  de  celui  que  nous  avons  perdu. 

II  me  tarde  de  savoir  ta  delivrance,  mais  il  me  tarde 

aussi  de  connoltre  si  tu  me  donnes  unc  Gamille.  Baise- 

la  mille  fois  pour  son  pcre.    Klais  e'en  est  asscz,  mcs 

yeux,  baignes  de  larmes  sensibles  et  douces,  me  forcent 

sdc  remeftre  la  fin  de  cette  lettrc  a  un  autre  moment. 

Ce  14  a  midi — II  y  a  dans  ce  moment  quatorze  vais- 
seaux  Anglois  en  vue.  On  coippte  douze  vakseaux  de 
ligne  et  deux  fregates  ;  ccs  deux-ci  sont  venues  a  la 
port6e  du  canon  d*Alexandrie,  m^is  elles  ont  vire  de 
bord  quand  elles  ont  vu  que  notre  cscadre  n'y  etoit  pas, 
et  cette  escadre  cnnemie  force  de  voiles  pour  se  rendrc 
aii  Bekier,  port  a  trois  lieues  de  cette  ville,  ou  est 
mouillee  I'escadre  Fran  false,  bien  cmbossee,  dit-on,  et 
en  etat  de  bien  recevoir  les  Anglois. 

A  5  heurcs,  nous  voyons  avec  des  porte-vues  distincte- 
ment  I'escadre  Anglaise,  qui  va  mouillcr  au  Bekier  pour 
attaquer  notre  escadre.  II  est  5  heures  et  demie  ;  la 
canonnade  commence ;  et  vers  les  6  heurcs  die  redouble. 
II  est  7  heurcs ;  la  nuit  se  fait,  et  Ic  feu  redouble  encore. 
A  7  heures  et  dcmie ;  nous  voyons  Thorizon  cnflame, 
ce  qui  annonce  Tincendie  de  quelque  vaisseau.  A  8 . 
heurcs  et  quart,  la  canonnade  se  ralentit ;  enfin  a  9 
heures,  nous  voyons  le  feu  de  Tincendic  augmcntcr. 
A  9  heures  et  quelques  miriutes,  le  vaisseau  a  saute. 
Quelle  belle  horreur,  un  ciel  convert  de  feu  ! 

La  canonnade  sc  ralentit  a  9  heures  et  demie,  dans 
ce  moment  on  fait  partly  mille  matelots  et  canonniers 
pour  aller  au  Bekier  par  terrc.  II  est  10  heures,  le  feu 
f alenti,  et  la  lune  sc  leve  a  la  droitc  du  lieu  ou  vient  dc 
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s'clfiver  Texplosion  du  vaisseau  incendie.  LesTranfais 
Tsont  ici  tons  en  armes,  et  nous  sommes  tous  dans  la 
maison  dii  General  Kleber,  sur  nos  terrasses.  On  fait 
partiir  des  detachements  d'heure  en  heure,  pour  aller  ail 
Bekier  rcnforcer  les  equipages  de  notrc:  escadre. 

A  minliit,  le  feu  qui  n'a  jamais  cess6  recommence 
et  redouble,  il  est  clair  que  Tescadre  Anglaise  veut  ou 
couler  la  notre  ou  se  fairc  couler.  Nous  brulons  dt 
savoir  des  nouvelles,  mais  jusqu'a  neuf  heuresdu  matin 
nous  serons  dans  Tincertitudc; 

A  3  heures  du  matin  Ic  feu  redouble  encore,  il  a  dure 
une  heure.  A  6  heures  le  feu  redouble  encore.  11  part 
encore  d*ici  des  matclots  et  des  canonniers*  il  est  8 
heures,  le  feu  n'a  pas  diminu6. 

A  midi  il  arrive  un  expres  de  Bekier.  O  fatale  nuit, 
O  fatale  journee  pour  I'honneur  Frari9ais!  L'escadrc 
.  est  detruite.  Sur  treize  vaisseau x  et  quatie  frcgates, 
deux  fregates  et  deux  vaisseaux  Franfais  orit  mis  a  la 
voile  et  se  sont'  sauves,  Je  pense  qo'ils  auront  etc  en 
France  vous  porter  celte  triste  nouvelle. 

Mais  ici  je  m'artete,  ma  chere  Julie,  pour  calmer  tcs 
craintes.  Les  Anglais  que  les  sottiscs  de  notre  marine 
clevent  plus  encore  que  leurs  moyens,  n'ont  rien  d'heu- 
reux  a  tenter  contrc  nous;^  Les  ports  d'Alexandrie 
flanques  de  batteries  et  defendus  par  la  nature,  n*of- 
friroient  que  la  honle  et  la  mort  a  CQt  ennemi  qui,  je  tc 
le  repete,  n'est  forrriidable  que  de  Vignorance  de  notre 
marine,  Imagtne-toi  que  notre  escadre  etoit  disposee 
pour  etr^  battue  par  les  Anglais  trois  ou  quaire  contre 
un  I  une  pareille  betise  ne  pouvoit  echapper  a  un  en- 
nemi qui  fait  de  la  mer  son  element. 

Une  chose  qui  te  paroitra  etonnante,  c'est  <}u*au  mo- 
ment ou  je  t'ecris,  trois  jours  apres  cette  fatale  affiurc, 
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|)ous  i^orons  encore  Tetat  reel  des  vaisseaux  Anglais  ; 
qui  dit  qu'lls  en  ont  4  a  5  dp  perdus,  ou  totalement  hors 
d'etat  de  mettre  en  mer,  qui  dit  qu*ils  n'qnt  que  536 
.vaisseaux  ep  etat  de  faire  route,  mais  je  crains  bien 
qu'ils  ne  xetournent  plus  qu*ils  ne  sont  venus,  c'est  a 
dire,  qu'ila  avoient  1-4  vaisseaux  auxqpeU  ils  joindront 
Qtu^  qu*il3  Jtou?  ont  pi\^  Ce  bTuit-pnenae  senible  s'ac- 
Ci;edU<er.     ^ 

Tflle  est  cette  malheureuse  affaire:  mais  latssons  cn^ 
core  ces  details  facheux,  et  rassure-toi  sur  le  sort  de 
notrp  oolonie.  Nous  «ommes  ici  bien  retranches  par 
des  bajtteries,  et  nous  n^  sommes  mal  que  de  ne  pa^ 
recevoif  des  nouvelles  de  France.  O  rna  Julie,  qu'il 
me  seroit  doux  tous  les  15  jours  au  moins  d*avoir  ync 
de  tes  lettres ! 

Oft  djt  que  Bonaparte  lajsse  six  mille  l^ommes  ay 
Caire^ ,  qu'Jl  y  a  retabli  Tancien  gouvernciTient  depos- 
sedje  par  les  Maraelouk^.  T«  sens  qup  c'est  le  ;noyen 
fie  sc  faire  un  ami  puissant  dans  le  pays. 

Nous  a,ttendons  chaque  jour  a  le  voir  pargltre  ici, 
/car  3{v:^s  TaiFaire  de  la  flone,  il  faut  bien  que  Bonapsirte 
soit  quelque  terns  id.  Deja  bisn  des  gens  pensent  au 
voyage  d^ns  Tlnde^  ceci  me  paroit  eloigne  encorcj^ 
cep^pda^t  tu  sauras  ce  qui  en  sera  par  mes  premieres 
lettres^ 

I^a  fregate  qui  alloit  en  France  avec  les  dep^ches  dc 
Mannont  pour  appeller  son  epouse  ici,  a  ete,  dit-pn, 
prise ;  da^  ce  cas  le  depart  de  cette  charmante  fenunc 
scr;a  retarde,  et  en  eiFet  jc  vois  de  la  folie  d'appeller  s^ 
femme  avant  que  les  cixconstances  soient  assises  icj 
d'une  maniere  inv^iable.  Mais  il  appartient  a  Mar- 
oDxmt  de  hitcr  le,  voy age' de  son  epouse;  qu^t  a  celui 
4e. ma  Julie,  aufisitdt  qu'il  sera  possible  de  le  deter^ 
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miner,  sols  tranquUfe,  ton  eppMx  t'appellcra  avcc  Tenv- 
pressement  de  Tamant  le  plus  passionne. 

Je'fcnne  icette  lettre,  car  on  m'assure  qu'un  capitaine 
part  pour  France.  Puisse  cettc4ettre  te  parvei)ir»  douce 
amie,  aTQC  les  baisers  q\ie  je  mets  sur  ces  ligncs  pour 
toi  ct  mes  enfans. 

*   Amour  pour  la  vky 

B.  JutUM  FtAii90is. 


TRANSLATION. 


Alexandria  (12  Thermtdor)^  July  ^oth. 

T^  tbifmali  CitiziH  BtAMCt  Rue  HehtHus^  N$.  667, 
«/  Parii. 

M^  dear  Life^ 

1  WROTE  to  you  about  the  middle  of  this^  month,  I 
was  exceedingly  uneasy  at  not  bearing  from  you  \  hyX 
now  I  know  the  reason :  the  English  have  taken  the 
first  advice  boats  that  were  dispatched  from  Toulon ; 
they  were  bringing  me  the  first  letters  respecting  ^Ul 
that  is  interesting  to  me  on  earth*  Yes,  your  Julien 
Fran^otf  had  but  one  concern,  that  for  your  dear 
letters ;  and  those  be  is  deprived  of.  'Tis  a  sacrifice 
that  has  cost  me  dear, — but  I  add  it  with  pleasure  to 
all  those  which  I  have  previously  made  to  procure  a 
4ece^t  cpxppetence  £pr  my  Julia,  and  my  children. 
Bonaparte  took  Cairo  on  the-  aod  of  thi$  moQth  t  'I 
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expected  it;  and,  ipdeed,  nothing  less  than  this  event  was 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  support  the  state  of  privation, 
to  which  the  interception  of  all  communication  vy  ^he 
Nile,  had  reduced  us.  We  shall  now  be  supplied  with 
-rice  and  corn  ;  for  the  possession  of  Cairo  will  piocurc 
us  provisions  in  abundance. 

The  question  now  is,  what  the  Grand  Seignior  will 
think  of  all  this.  And  the  English— will  they  keep 
the  sea  this  Winter  ?  These  are  doubts,  the  solving  of 
which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  existence  in 
this  remote  country.  Not  that  we  are  in  want  of  ar- 
ticles of  the  first  necessity  in  Egypt;  but  that  a  free 
communication  by  sea  is  of  the  highest  consequence, 
in  the  situation  in  which  we  shall  find  ourselves  a  few 
months  hence,  when  the'  Nile  is  low — but  enough, 
when  .that  perio^.^ryives,  we  shall  see  what  the  news 
from  France  will  say. 

I  must  iwfor«i-JfMi  that  I  have  read  the  public  papers 
up  to  the  23d  of  June*  Ivouis  Bonaparte,  who  is  de- 
tained here  by  sickness,  has  cpnstamly  procur^  me 
the  Gazettes  brought  by  our  packets.  I  see  with  pajn 
th^  in  this*  faVcfurable  moment  for  a  descent  on  Ire- 
land,* nothing  is  thought  of  it   in  t^ ranee  ;  but  there 

♦  This  expression  strongly  marks  the  restless  natur?  of  these 
■people.     Julien  allows  that  the  situation  of  the  French  army  h 

.  extremely  critical ;  nay,  that  its  existence  depends  on  contin- 
gencies,—yet,  with  want  of  every  kind  storing  him  in  the  face, 

.  with  a  prospect  of  a  new  enemy  in  the  Grajid  Seignior,  .and  with 
)iatred  and  hostility  kindling  around  him,  his  thoughts  still  tiurn 
on  Invasions;  and,  in  the  very  jaws  of  destruction  himself,  he 
is  as  anxious  as  ever  to  extend  its  ravages  to  a  distant  nation  I 

The  calumniators  of  the  Councils,-  as  well  as  of  the  arms  of 
their  country,  will  not  do  amiss  in  taking  notice  of  this  and  other 
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are  Still  three  months  proper  for  the  attempty-and  it 
may  yet,  perhaps,  be  made. 

I  am  too  much  engaged  in  organizing  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Lazaretto,  and  of  the  positions*  along 
the  coast,  to  be  able  to  compose  an  historical  journat 
of  what  passes  here  for  each  of  those  whom  I  could 
wish  to  inform, — but  I  will  tell  you  what  has  struck 
me  on  the  subject.  I  will  draw  Up  this  journal  as 
succinctly  as  possible ;  I  will  then  direct  it,  my  love, 
to  you  ;  and  you  shall  send  it  to  the  newspaper-writer 
Teinier, — This,  however,  I  insist  upon  your  doing, 
only  when  you  yourself  judge  it  not  improper.  It  may  , 
sometimes  happen  that  I  shall  be  abfe  to  send  you  only 
a  rapid  sketch  in  a  letter, — this  you  may  report  viva 
voce  to  our  friends,  for  the  letters  of  Julien  Francois 
to  his  love  ought  only  to  be  seen  by  her  who  inspires^ 
them. 

O  my  Julia !  you  are  now  once  more  on  the  point 
of  renewing  my  title  of  father,  and  I  am  far  from  you,— 
pardon  a  thousand  times,  O  pardorf  the  absence  of  your 
fond  friend,  who  cannot  sooth  your  agonies  in  a  mo- 
ment so  painful  yet  dear  to  you.— I  know  the  heart  of 
my  Julia :  if  she  suffers,  yet  she  experiences  a  new 
sensation  of  happiness  in  giving  her  husband  a  new- 
passages  of  a  similar  nature  to  be  foutid  in  these  letters.  They 
will  see  in  them  the  secret  opinion  of  the  French  themselTCs 
(which,  indeed,  was  fully  justi6ed  by  the  event)  on  the  ill  con- 
duct of  their  own  affairs ;  and  they  will  be  convinced  (though 
we  do  not  expect  them  to  acknowledge  it)  that  all  wisdom  and 
all  vigour  are  not  the  exclusive  possession  of  an  enemy,  who 
forwards  an  expedition  only  in  the  intervals  of  private  feuds, 
and  sends  it  at  last  slowly  prepared,  and  ill  concerted,  to  open 
destruction. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jt  COflt«   OF 

pUi^  of  her  We.  Ah !  if  your  prayers  are  (his  time 
heardy  a  sweet  little  Camilla  will  Console  you  for  the 
absence  of  het  father.  If  it  shall ^rove  a  boy,  may  the 
Aame  of  Tell  recall  the  memory  of  that  which  we  lo^t ! 
I  long  to  hear  of  your  safe  delivery,  but  I  also  long  to 
hear  if  you  have  giveti  me  a  Camilla.  Kiss  her  a  thou- 
sand times  for  h^r  father. — But  no  more :  my  eyes  suf- 
fused wfth  tears  of  tenderness  and  delight,  compel  me 
to  postpone  the  completion  of  my  letter. 

Noon,  August  ist.  Fourteen  English  vessels  are  this 
moment  hove  in  sight.  We  make  them  to,  be  twelve 
sail  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates :  these  last  came  ivithin 
cailnon  shot  •f  Alexandria,  but  on  ascenaining  that  qur 
fleet  was  not  in  the  harbour,  they  stood  off*  again  im- 
OH^btdy ;  and,  with  the  rest  of  the  ships,  are  now 
making  with  a  press  of  sail  for  Aboukir, — a  port  about 
three  leagues  from  this  city,  where  the  French  fleet  is 
at  anchor,  strongly  moored,  as  they  say  here,  and  in  a 
situation  t6  give  the  English  a  good  reception* 

Five  o'clock.  We  discern  the  English  fleet  very 
clearly  with  our  glasses.  It  seems  about  to  drop 
anchor  at  Aboukir,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  us. 
Half  after  five — The  cannonade  begins,  and  about 
six,  increases.  Seven— It  is  now  night,  and  the  fire 
still  increases.  Half  after  seven — The  whole  horizon 
seems  in  flames;  this  shews  that  a  ship  is  on  fire. 
Eight — The  cannonade  slackens  a  little.  Nine — 
The  flames  augment.  A  little  after  nine-^The  vessel 
blows  up !  how  tremendously  beautiful !  a  sky  covered 
with  fire ! 

Half  after  nine-^The  cannonade  slackens,  and  a 
thousand  sailors  are  dispatched  to  Aboukir  by.  lamt 
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Ten — ^Thc  moon  rises  on  the  right  of  the  spot  where 
the  explosion  took  place.  The  French  here  are  ill 
undfer  arms.  We  ate  assembled  at  the  house  of  Ge- 
neral Klebet,  an4  oil  the  terraces.  Fresh  dttachment* 
are  hourly  dispatched  to  Abbukir,  to  reinforce  th* 
Crews  bf  our  ^hips. 

Midnight  —  The  firing,  which  has  never  totally 
ceased,  recommences  With  redoubled  fury.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  English  are  determined  to  sirtk  or  bd 
sunk.*  We  bUrn  to  know  what  has  happened,  but 
we  shall  be  kept  in  suspense  till  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

Three  o'clock — The  firing  increases  in^violdncfc. 
It  has  now  continued  an  hour.  Six — ^The  firing  still 
increases,  more  sailors  and  caniiorieers  are  sending  off. 
It  is  how  eight,  and  the  firing  is  as  brisk  as  eVer. 

Noon— An  express  is  arrived  from  Aboukir. ^O 
fatal  night !  O  fatal  action  for  the  hohoUr  of  France! 
the  fleet  is  destroyed.  Of  thirteen  sail  of  the  line,  and 
four  frigates,  two  only  of  each  haVe  made  their  escape. 
They  are  sailed  for  France,  to  carry  you,  1  imagine, 
this  dreadful  news. 

Here,  however,  I  break  off,  my  dear  Julia,  for  the 
purpose  of  calming  your  apprehensions.  The  EngKsh, 
whom  the  stupidity  of  our  marine  contributes  to  raise 
more  Aan  their  own  exertlofis,  hare  no  prospect  df 


*  We  know  not  how  Julicn  wHl  iettle  this  matter  with  the 
MorningChronklc— «  What  can  the  English  do?"  says  thlit 
patriotic  paper,—"  they  are  so  disgraced  that  it  will  requH-^ 
no  eflTorts  to  disarm  them :  any  puny  Whipster  may  get  iWK 
fwords'Ml! 
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success  in  attempting  any  thing  against  us*  The  ports 
of  Alexandria,  flanked  by  batteries^  and  defended  by 
nature,  offer  nothing  but  disgrace  and  death  to  an  ene- 
my who,  I  must  again  repeat ,  it,  are  only  formidable 
through  the  ignorance  of  our  marine !  imagine  our 
fleet  in  a  position  whidi  allowed  the  English  to  fight 
them  three  or  four  to  one !  a  piece  of  stupidity  like 
this  *  could  not  escape  an  enemy  who  has  made  the  sea 
his  peculiar  element. 

It  will  appear  very  surprising  to  you,  that  at  the 
moment  of  writing  this  (three  days  after  the  fatal  af- 
fair) we  should  still  be  totally  ignorant  of  the  real  state 
of  the  English  vessels.  Some  say  that  four  or  five 
of  them  are  lost,  or,  at  least,  incapable  of  keeping 
the  sea ;  while  others  insist  that  they  have  but  five  or 
six  in  all,  in  a  state  of  service, — but  I  am  very  ap- 
prehensive that  they  will  return  with  more  than  they 
came, — and,  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that  this  idea  is 
gaining  ground. 

Such  is  this  unfortunate  event :  but  let  us  have  dont 
with  these  melancholy  details ;  and  do  you  still  console 
yourself  with  respea  to  the  fate  of  our  colony.  We 
arc  here  well  intrenched,  and  have  little  to  complain 

•  Observe  that  this  philippic  on  the  stupidity  of  his  van- 
quished countrymen  comes  from  the  man  who  had  said  just 
before,—"  Our  fleet  is  at  anchor  strongly  moored,  and,  as  they 
tay  here,  in  a  situation  to  give  the  English  a  good 
Reception." 

Such  is  the  foresight  impudently  arrogated  in  defiance  of  a 
recorded  opinion,  a  moment  after  the  event  had  shewn  that  the 
fleet  might  be  insulted  with  impunity !  When  shall  we  learn  to 
4istinguish  the  passionate  starts  of  these  people  from  sound  po* 
litics,  and  prize  their  judgment  at  its  true  worth } 
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of  but  the  want  of  intelligence  from  France.  O  Julia ! 
how  happy  would  it  make  me  to  receive  a  letter  from 
you  at  least  once  a  fortnight ! 

We  are  told  that  Bonaparte  has  left  six  thousand  men 
at*  Cairo,  where  he  has  re-established  the  ancient  go- 
vernment,  which  was  subverted  by  the  Mameloucs. 
You  will  allow  that  this  is  the  way  to  procure  us  a 
powerful  friend  in  the  country. 

We  expect  him  here  every  day,  for  in  consequence 
of  our  defeat,  his  presence  for  some  time  at  Alexandria 
5s  indispensable.  Many  people  are  already  speculating 
on  the  expedition  to  India ;  this  appears  to  me,  how- 
ever,  to  be  rather  a  distant  object, — at  any  rate,  you 
shall  know  our  destination  in  my  next. 

The  frigate  which  was  going  to  France  with  dis- 
patches from  Marmont  *,  in  which  he  had  sent  for  his 
wife,  was  taken,  I  hear.  In  that  case,  the  departure  of 
this  charming  woman  will  be  delayed ;  and,  to  say  the 
truth,  I  do  not  see  much  wisdom  in  sending  for  one's 
wife,  before  things  arc  a  little  better  settled.  This, 
however,  is  Marmpnt's  concern. — For  you,  Julia,  he 
tranquil ;  the  first  moment  your  coming  can  be  deter- 
mined on  with  propriety,  your  husband  will  summon 
you  to  him  with  all  the  ardour  of  the  most  impassioned 
lover. 

f  Marmont  is  a  young  man  of  family  and  fortune.  Wc  do 
not  know  what  post  he  holds  in  the  army,  but  as  he  is  said 
to  be  a  particular  favourite  of  Bonaparte,  it  is  probably  an  ho- 
nourable and  a  lucrative  one.  Hi?  ^ife,  of  whom  Julien  speaks 
just  below,  is  a  daughter  of  Pcrregaux  the  banker ;  we  believe, 
an  only  one.  They  were  married  but  a  short  time  before  the 
expedition  took  place. 

Part  II.  G 
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I  am  obliged  to  fold  up  my  letter,  for  they  tell 
me  that  a  vessel  is  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  France. 
May  it  reach  you  in  safety,  Julia,  with  the  kisses^ 
which  I  have  imprinted  on  every  line  for  you,  and 
piy  childreii ! 

Ever  yours, 

B.  JULIEN  FRAN90IS, 
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No.  VIII. 


Alexandriey  /^  13  Thermidorj  an  6.' 

J^E  Pere  a  la  Citoyenne  Le  Pere,  rue  du  Fauxlourg 
Honor iy  No.  102,  prh  **  »  ^  Paris. 

J  E  crains  beaucoup,  ma  chere  mamaiiy  que  ma  derniere 
ne  vous  soit  pas  parvenue.  J'aitae  cependant  a  en 
douter  encore.  Nous  apprenons  souvent  que  nos  d€- 
peches  sont  interceptees  par  Ics  Anglais^  et  le  courier 
qui  vous  portoit  ma  dernicre  ne  sera  peut-etre  pas  arriv6 
a  Toulon. 

Je  vous  mandois  notre  bonne  arrivee  a  Alexandrie 
apres  Theureuse  ejcpedition  de  Malte^  en  quinze  jours 
de  traversee.  Je  vous  donnois  quelques  details  sur  la 
prise  de  la  celebre  et  bien  tristc  Alexandrie;  j'avois 
insere  une  notice  que  je  vous  priois  de  communiquer 
a  nos  amis^  et  de  falre  passer  a  St.  Germain  ;  enfin,  si 
tout  cela  ne  vous  est  pas  parvenu^  les  Gazettes  vous  en 
auront  dedommage. 

Le  General  en  Chef  est  parti  le  23*  Messidor, 
d'Alexandrie^  et  ce  n'est  .qu'hier  que  nous  avons  re9U 
de  ses  nouvelles  et  de  celles  de  Tarmee.  Toutes  les 
communications  par  le  Nil  et  par  le  Desert  ctant 
interceptees  par  les  Arabes,  nous  commencions  a  8tre 
inquiets  quand  nous  avons  «nfin  re9u  la  nouvelle  de 
la  prise  du  Caire,  et  de  tout  ce  qui  s'en  est  suivL 
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Gratien  est  a  Rosette,  et  j'cspere  aller  Ic  joindre  sous 
peu  de  jours,  ct  le  prendre  pour  nous  rcndre  au 
Caire.  Hyacinthe  est  toujours  avec  moi,  mais  il 
scroit  possible  qu  il  nous  quittat,  si^il  obtient,  comma 
nous  le  desirons,  un  emploi  plus  sortable  dans  les  adr 
ministrations  militaires.  II  est  inscrit  et  bien  recom- 
mande. 

Nous  nou^  portons  tous  fort  bien,  et  si  nous  n!6tion8 
pas  prives  du  sommeil  a  cause  des  mille  et  ufie  especcs 
d'insectes  qui  nous  devorent,  nous  nous  trouverions 
assez  heureux  au  milieu  de  tous  les  embarras  et  dc 
toutes  les  privations  que  vous  pouvez  facilement  nou§ 
$upposer.  Nous  sommes  d'ailleurs  fort  occupes  pour 
le  plan  d*Alexandrie,  et  d*autres  objets  qui  tiennent 
de  prcs  a  notre  surete  et  a  notre  existence.  Nous 
n'avons  t6ujours  point  d'organisation,  et  j'entrevois  que 
nous  formerons  (a  nous  quinze  ingcnieurs)  trois  bri- 
gades, dont  les  citoyens  Girard,  Bodard,  et  moi  serons 
les  chefs.  Une  brigade  rcste  attachee  au  port  d'Alex- 
andrie,  et  les  deux  autres  seront  chargces  des  projets 
relatifs  au  Nil,  et  a  sa  jonction  a  la  Mer  Rouge.  J'aurai 
quelques  droits  comme  ancien  d'age  et  de  grade,  de 
chbisir  Toperation  la  plus  marquanle. 

Nous  vivons  fort  mal,  et  il  nous  en  coute  fort  cher, 
quoique  nous  ayons  des  rations :  a  cela  prcs,  rien  nc 
nous  surprend,  car  nous  savons  etrc  encore  dans  le 
desert  de  I'Egypte  a  Alexandrie,  et  que  ce  n'est  qu'en 
^lous  rapprochant  du  Nil  et  passant  dans  le  Delta  que 
nous  trouverons  un  pays  richc  de  culture,  et  trcs-abon- 
dant  en  denrees  de  toutes  especes ! 

Je  vais  inserer  quelques  details  dans  une  liste  que  vous 
trouvercz  incluse,  je  vous  prie  de  la  comm;iniquer  a  nos 
f  mis,  et  de  la  Mt^  passer  a  Saint  Germain, 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


ORIGItTAL    LETTERS.  85 

Mille  choses  dc  la  part  des  trois  freres  a  tous  nos  amijj 
t\  connoissaoces. 

Hyacinthe  ecrit  a  Mr.  Boursier  qui  sans  doute,  vous 
CDmmuniqbera  Ics  details  et  nouvelles  qu'il  lui  donne. 

Adieu,  bonne  mere,  nous  vous  embrassons  de  tout 
notre  cceur. 

Le  Peri. 

t*.  S.  Voifa  bien  trois  mois  d'uBe  cntlSre  s^paratiofi, 
ma  chere  maman,  puisque  nous  n'avons  pas  meme  le 
plaisir  de  penser  que  nos  lettres  vous  soient  parvenues^ 
et  qu'il  ne  nous  en  est  point  arrive  dc  vous.  Nous 
nous  plaisons  a  croire  que  vous  etes  plus  heureuse  que 
hous ;  car  independamment  de  la  misere  d'argent,  nout 
aVons  aussi  a  supporter  celle  du  peu  dc  ressources  du 
jpays  surcharge  de  plusieurs  milliers  dc  bouches.  Mais 
le  defaut  de  nourriture  n'est  pas  encore  ce  qui  nous 
hianque  le  plus  particulierement  ^  tious  ne  reposons 
pas,  et  les  insectes  de  toutes  especes  ajoutent  a  nos 
sottflFranc^s.  Notre  zele  ne  se  refroidit  cependant  pas 
de  tant  de  mal-aise.  Nous  attendons  Tordre  pour  allcr 
au  Caire.  Gratien  est  depuis  quinze  jours  distant  de 
nous  de  dix  lieues,  et  dans  un  [^ays  moins  mine. 

Vous  apprendrez  avec  plaisir  les  succes  de  nos  armees 
dans  ce  pays-ci.  Le  Pere  vous  fait  une  longue  cir- 
culalre.et  moi  j'en  adresse  une  a  Monsieur  le  Boursier. 

Adieu^  ma  chere  nftaman^  je  vous  embrasse  de  tout 
mon  coeur. 

P.  S.  18  Thermider. 
Je  me  dispense  de  Vous  donner  les  details  prcmiis  de 
nos  succes.    La  defaite  de  notre  cscadre  dans  I'affreux 
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combat  du  13^  au  14^,  est  un  revers  qui  nous  laisse  ici 
comme  des  enfans  perdus  pour  la  mere  patrie.  II  n*y 
a  que  la  paix  qui  puisse  nous  rattacher  a  elle ;  mtas 
combien  cet  incomparable  succes  va  relever  les  pre- 
tentions des  Ang^is !  nous  avons  Tame,  navree  mais 
Ic  courage  et  Bonaparte  nous  restent. 

Je  vous  donnerois  des  details^  si  je  ne  craignois  que 
ma  lettre  etant  ouverte,  ils  ne  devinssent  un  obstacle 
a  sa  bonne  arrivee.  La  prudence  peut  vouloir  cettc 
mesurc. 


TRANSLATION. 


Alexandria y  (13  Thermidor),  July  3IX/. ' 

Le  Pere  to  the  female  Citizen  Le  Pere,  Rue  du  Faux^ 
bourgh  Honorcy  No.  io2,  near  (illegible)  at  Paris. 

I  AM  very  much  afraid,  my  dear  mother,  that  my  last 
never  reached  you ;  though  I  cannot  yet  persuade  my- 
self to  resign  all  hopes  of  it.  Wc  learn  that  our  dis- 
patches are  frequently  intercepted  by  the  English,  and 
the  courier  who  took  charge  of  my  letter,  never,  per- 
haps, arrived  at  Toulon. 

I  gave  you  an  account  in  it  of  our  safe  arrival  at 
Alexandria,  in  sixteen  days  after  our  fortunate  ex- 
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pedition,  against  Malta.  I  added  some  details  on  the 
capture  of  this  famous  and  most  miserable  city ;  and 
I  enclosed  a  note  which  I  desired  you  to  send  to 
St.  Germain^  after  communicating  its  contents  to 
our  friends.  If  nothing  of  this  has  reached  you,  1 
can  only  hope  that  the  Gazettes  have  made  up  for  the 
loss. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  left  this  place  on  the  iith 
instant,  and  it  was  only  yesterday  that  we  heard  from 
him.  All  the  communications  by  the .  Nile  and  the 
Descrf  being  completely  cut  off  by  the  Arabs,  we  were 
beginning  to  grow  very  uneasy,  when  we  received,  at 
last,  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Cairo,  and  the  subse- 
quent movements  of  the  army.  Gratien  *  is  at  Ro- 
setta,  where  I  hope  to  join  liini  in  a  few  days,  and  to 
take  him  with  me  to  Cairo.'  Hyacinth  is  still  with, 
mc ;  but  there  is  a  probability  of  his  quitting  iis,  if  he 
obtains  (as  we  all  wish  he  may)  a  more  suitable  place 
in  the  military  administration. — He  is  down  for  it,,  and 
is  well  recommended. 

We  are  all  in  good  health  ;  and,  if  we  were  not  de- 
prived of  sleep  by  innumerable  species  of  insects  which 
devour  us  alive,  we  should  find  ourselves  tolerably 
happy  amidst  all  the  embarrassments,  and  all  the  pri- 
vations, to  which  you  may  easily  conclude  we  are  ex- 
posed. We  are,  besides,  fully  occupied  in  fortifying 
Alexandria,  and  on  other  objects  which  have  an  im- 
mediate reference  to  our  security  ;  and,  indeed,  our 
existence. 


*  Gratien,  and  Hyacinth  mentioned  just  below,  appear  to  be 
Lc  Perc's  brothers. 
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« 

Nothing  is  yet  arranged ;  but  J  already  divine  thai 
We  (myself  and  the  fourteen  engineers  who  are  here) 
shall  form  three  brigades ;  of  which  I  shall  command 
one,  and  Citizens  Girard  and  Bodard  the  other  two- 
One  brigade  will  remain  attached  to  the  port  of  Alex- 
andria, the  others  will  be  charged  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  projects  relatiye  to  the  Nile,  and  to  its 
junction*  with  the  Red  Sea.  I  shall  have  some  pre- 
tensions, both  as  the  oldest  man,  and  the  oldest  ofHcer, 
to  choose  what  I  may  conceive  to  be  the  most  striking 
service. 

We  Ijve  extremely  ill,  and  in  spite  of  the  army  al- 
lowance,  are  at  a  considerable  expence.  With  this 
exception,  we  are  prepared  for  every  thing ;  for  w« 
know  that  we  are  still  in  the  desert  of  Egypt  at 
Alexandria,  and  that  'tis  only  in  approaching  the 
Nile,  and  entering  the  Delta,  we  can  find  a  country 
rich  in  cultivation,  and  abounding  in  wealth  of  all 
kinds  !t 

I  intend  to  draw  up  a  short  account  of  our  trans- 
actions, and  inclose  it  in  the  present  letter.  You  will 
have  the  goodness  to  communicate  it  to  our  friends,  and 
then  transmit  it  to  St   Germain. 

A  thousand  kind  things  from  all  three  of  us  to 
our  friends  and  acquaintances.  Hyacinth  is  writing 
to  M.  Boursier,  who  will  doubtless  communicate  to 
you  the  details  and  news  which  he  sends  him. 


•  See  the  Introductiow. 

t  We  have  already  remarked  in  the  First  Part  of  this  Cor^ 
rcspondence  (p.  120.)  on  the  absurd  ideas  of  the-  French  at  Alex-* 
andria,  respecting  the  resources  of  the  Ddta« 
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Adielii  dearmother ;  we  embrace  you  with  all,  our 
hearts. 

Le  Perb. 

P.  S.*  Here  theft,  are  more  than  three  iponths,  my 
dear  mother,  of  total  separation  I  since  we  have  not" 
even  the  satisfaction  of  thinking  that  any  of  our  letters 
have  reached  you  ;  and  not  one  of  yours  has  reached  liSi ' 
We  please  ourselves  with  fancying  that  you  are  happier 
than  we  are :  for  independently  of  the  waftt  of  money^ 
we  have  also  to  support  that  of  the  few  resources  of  a 
country  overcharged  with  many  thousands  of  mouths. 
Kor  is  this  our  greatest  eVil :  we  can  take  no  repose ; 
and  insects  of  all  kinds  add  to  our  sufferings.  Our  zeal, 
ho'VireVer,  is  riot  cooled  by  this  accumulation  of  misery. 
We  expect  an  order  to  proceed  to  Cairo.  Gratien  has 
been  from  us  a  fortnight.  He  is  at  Rosetta,  about 
ten  leagues  from  hence,  and  in  a  country  somewhat 
less  wretched. 

You  will  hear  with  pleasure  of  the  success  of  the 
army.  Le  Pere  is  writing  you  a  long  circulatory  letter^ 
and  I  am  preparing  one  for  Monsieur  le  Boursier. 

Adieu,  my  dear  mother ;  I  embrace  you  with  all  my 
heart. 

P.  S.  August  the  5th.  Excuse  me  from  giving  you 
the  promised  "  account"  of  our  successes.  The  defeat 
of  our  fleet  in  the  dreadful  aaion  of  the  ist  instant,  is  a 
calamity  which  leaves  us  here  as  children,  totally  lost 
to  the  mother  country.    Nothinc  but  peace  cam 

•  This  postscript  seems  to  be  added  by  Hyacinth :  in  that 
which  follows  Le  Pere  resumes  the  pen. 
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KBSTORB  US  TO  HER.  But,  gracious  heavens!  how 
much  will  this  incomparable  victory  raise  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  English  !  we  are  all  pierced  to  the  soul 
by  it,  but  courage  and  Bonaparte  still  remain. 

I  would  give  you  some  details  of  the  engagement, 
were  I  not  afraid  that,  as  my  letter  is  open,  they 
might  prevent  its  ever  reaching  you.  It  is  best,  there- 
fore,  to  be  silent. 
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No.  IX. 

Alexandriey  U  l8  Themiidory  an  6. 

Le  Pere  au  Citoyin  Bevtz,  Representant  du  PeupU  ati 
Conseil  des  Cinq  Cents ^  a  Paris, 

J 'ignore,  Citoycn  et  ami,  si  mes  precedentes  vous 
serons  parvenues  ;  j*en  doute,  parceque  j'ai  des  raisons 
d*en  douter. 

Jusqu'alors  les  nourvelles  ont  cte  excellentes,  aujour- 
diiui  c'est  le  revers  de  la  medaille  que  je  vous  presente. 
Nos  succcs  sont  constants  sur  terra,  tant  que  Bonaparte 
les  organise,  et  nous  esperons  toujours  le  conserver ; 
mais  sa  tete  et  sa  fortune  n'accompagnoient  plus  notre 
escadre.    Affligez-vous  avec  moi  en  lisant  ces  details. 

Depuis  la  pnse  du  Caire  notre  sort  s'amelioroit  sou^ 
tous  les  rapports.  Le  nombre  de  nos  partisans  grossis- 
soit,  et  notre  securite  etoit  fondee  ;  mais  les  Anglois,  ces 
fiers  ennem^s,  enrages  sans  doute  de  notre  succes,  et  de 
nous  avoir  manque  partout,  ne  pouvoient  plus  douter  de 
notre  presence  ici,  paroissent  le  13  devant  Alexandrie. 
lis  marchent  sur  Aboukir,  petit  port  distant  de  quatre 
lieues  a  Test,  ou  notre  escadre  etoit  mouillee  en  lignc 
de  bataille,  et  soi-disant  embossee. 

lis  connoissoient  trop  bien  notre  position,  et  leur  con- 
duite  va  le  prouver.  Les  Anglois  toujours  a  la  voile, 
fondent  sur  Talle  droite  de  Tescadre,  coupent  la  ligne, 
se  portent  plusieurs  sur  chacun  de  nos  vaisseaux,  les 
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ecrasent  tour-i-tour,  sans  que  ces  vaisseaux,  paralysed 
par  Tancrage,  puissent  manoeuvrer  pour  se  sccourir  mu- 
tuellement. 

Le  13  a  six  hcures  du  soir,  Taction  s'eligage,  Ic  fed 
deviant  terrible^  et  Ic  combat  sanglant ;  il  dure  jusqu'a 
trois  heures,  reprend  a  cinq,  ti  ccssc  a  neuf,  Les  An- 
glots,  fort  maltraites  d'ailleurs,  sont  maltres  du  champ 
de  bataille,  et  des  debris  de  notre  escadre.  Nos  vais- 
scaux  sliccesslrement  demlt^s,  echoues,  criHesy  ct 
,  6crases,  enfin  plus  ou  moins,  devienncnt  la  proie  de 
nos  ennemis.  Deux  de  nos  vaisseaux  et  deux  fregates 
seulement  trouvcnt  Icur  salut  dans  la  fuJte,  et  vont  por- 
ter en  France  peut-itre,  la  bien  ttiste  nouvelle  de  ccftc 
defaite,  dont  il  est  peu  d*exemple,  et  dont  TefFet  doit 
nous  etre  plus  sensible  encore  ici  qu^a  la  mere  patrie. 

Trois  heures  apres  que  Taction  fut  engagee,  le  feu 
prit  malheureusement  a-bord  de  TOrient,  et  nous  eumcs 
ici  Ta£Freux  spectacle  d'un  vaisseau  embrase  ;.  il  brula 
pres  d'une  heure,  et  une  explosion  terrible  le  fit  dis- 
paroltre«  Nous  ignorions,  a  la  verite,  que  ce  f&t  un 
vaisseau  Francois,  et  le  vaisseau  amiral  !  Je  n'ose  pias 
dire  ce  qu*il  a  p^ri  de  monde  avec  TAmiral,  et  beaucoup 
d'ofEciers  distingues* 

Les  Anglois  avoient  quatorze  vaisseaux  et  un  seul 
brick^  sans  fregates.  Nous  avions  treize  vaisseauxy 
quatre  fregates,  et  quelques  petits  batimens.  Notre  po- 
sition eut  infalliblement  double  nos  forces,  si  nous 
eussions  et6  plus  pres  de  terre,  plus  serres  en  ligne  de 
bataille  pour  ne  pas  etre  coup6s,  et  si  nous  eussions  ete 
veritablement  embosses ;  mais,  mais^^que  de  mais  ? 

II  faut  cependant  rendre  hommage  au  courage  de  no» 
marins,  qui  se  sont  battus  eomme  des  lions. 

Le  G6nixal  Bonaparte  etolt  au  Caire,  et  sa  tete  et  sa 
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fortune  n*etoient  plus  compagnes  de  Tescadre.  (1  sera 
d'autant  plus  afflige  de  cctte  catastrophe,  que  cette  af- 
faire ne  se  fut  pas  engagee,  si  I'Amiral  avoit  ete  plus 
ardent  a  remplir  s^s  intentions,  qui  etoit  de  faire  enti^r 
Tescadre  dans  le  port  d'Alexandrie  (ou  sont  tous  les  bar 
tjmens  de  convoi)  aussitot  que  les  passes  auroient  €t€ 
bien  connues,  et  ellcs  se  trouvoient  determinees  depuis 
quinze  jours ;  mais,  dit«on,  des  speculations  d'orgueil 
s'opposoient  a  ce  qu'il  ent rat  dans  Alexandrie  ;  et  voila 
comn^e  de  malheureuses  considerations  allument  ^n  ^err 
rible  incendie ! 

Puissent  les  Anglois,  occupes  a  se  reparer  pour  re- 
mettre  a  la  voile,  s'en  retourner  a  Gibraltar,  et  ne  rien 
tenter,  soit  ici,  soit  a  Malthe,  soit  ailleurs ! 

Nous  autres  gens-de-terre,  nous  ne  perdons  cepen- 
dant  pas  courage,  et  notre  coniiance  est  sans  bornes 
dans  Bonaparte. 

Mes  amities  et  respects  a  Madame,  aux  dames  de 
Gand,  et  a  votre  societe. 

Mille  choses  amicales  a  votre  collegue  d'Ostende  (dont 
le  nom  m'echappe,  ct  aux  Citoyens  Hopsomere  et  Meyer. 

Ma  sante  est  bonne,  et  je  suis  fort  occupe.  J*es- 
pere  me  rendre  a  Rosette  et  au  Caire  incessament.  Je 
vous  peris  a  la  hate  pour  profiter  d'un  aviso  qui  va 
partir, 

Le  Pebe. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria y  (i%  ThermidorJ  August  ^th. 

f/E  PeRE,   to  Citizen   Beytz,    Representative  of  the 
People  f  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 

1  KNOW  not,  Citizen  and  Friend>  whether  my  former 
letters  have  reached  you ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  they 
have  not,  and  this  for  several  reasons. 

Hitherto  the  news  which  I  have  had  to  send  you  has 
been  excellent :  to-day  it  is  my  fate  to  present  you  with  the 
reverse  of  the  medal.  Our  success  by  land  is  invariable, 
and  while  we  have  Bonaparte  to  organize  it,  I  flatter 
myself  that  it  will  always  continue  so  j  but  his  judgment 
and  his  fortune  no  longer  influence  and  direct  our  fleet. 
Weep  with  me,  while  you  peruse  the  melancholy  detail. 

Ever  since  the  capture  of  Cairo,  our  condition  had 
been  improving  in  every  respect.*  The  number  of  our 

•  This  a  TCitrc  gratis  dictum.  The  famous  battle  of  the  Pyra- 
mids (as  it  is  modestly  called  by  **  the  Hero  of  Italy")  was 
fought  on  the  iist  of  July.  Cairo  was  entered  on  the  iid,  and 
Bonaparte's  dispatches  are  dated  on  the  23d.  It  did  not  pro- 
bably take  less  than  five  or  six  days  to  bring  the  news  to  Alex- 
andria ;  but  we  arc,  luckily,  not  left  to  conjecture  in  the  busi- 
ness :  having  the  authority  of  the  writer  himself  (see  the  preced- 
ing letter)  for  saying  that  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Cairo 
reached  Alexandria  on  the  30th.  Now,  the  engagement  off 
Aboukir  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  31st,  which  leaves  just 
one  day  for  the  ameliorations  so  sensibly  felt  by  Le  Pere  I  And 
thus  it  is  that  Frenchmen  deceive  themselves  and  the  world! 
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partizans  was  increasing,  and  our  security  becoming 
more  and  more  assured  ;  but  the  English,*,  those  Jbigh , 
spirited  enemies,  frantic  at  having  missed  us  every- 
where, and  become  certain  at  length,  of  finding  us 
here,  appeared  off  Alexandria,  on  the  31st  ult.  They 
made  sail  for  Aboukir,  a  kind  of  port  about  four  leagues 
to  the  east  of  the  city,  where  our  fleet  was  at  anchor, 
and,  as  it  flattered  itself,  strongly  moored. 

The  English  were  but  too  well  acquainted  with  our 
situation,  as  their  conduct  sufiiciently  proves.  With 
their  fleet  still  under  sail,  they  fell  upon  the  right  di^ 
vision  of  our  squadron,  broke  the  line  (several  of  their 
vessels  falling  upon  each  of  ours)  and  entirely  demo- 
lished it,  before  any  of  the  other  ships,  rendered  useless 
by  their  being  at  anchor,  could  move  to  its  assistance. 

The  action  began  at  six  in  the  evening ;  the  fire  was 
terrible,  and  the  action  bloody.    It  lasted  till  three  in 


•  Our  enemies  seem  to  take  a  barbarous  pleasure  in  mortify- 
ing the  Morning  Chronicle,  and  in  disclaiming,  by  anticipation, 
the  sacrifice  it  is  so  forward  to  make  of  English  courage  at  the 
shrine  of  Falsehood  and  of  France,  «  The  disgraced  English," 
says  that  paper,  **  peared  to  look  Bonaparte  in  tb» 
FACE."     **  The   HIGH-SPIRITED    English,"  says  Le  P8rc, 

^<  FRANTIC  AT   HAVING    MISSED  HIM,  AND  BECOME  CERTAIN 

OF  FINDING  US  HERE,  appeared,"  &c. 

We  hope  this  will  prove  a  lesson  to  the  M,  C.  and  induce  it 
in  future — not  to  do  its  country  justice,  this  we  cannot  hope, — 
but  to  be  silent,  when  from  the  absurd  and  shameless  nature  of 
its  LIES,  it  must  be  manifest  to  all  the  world,  that  the  French  will 
be  compelled  to  reject  thcni,  with  a  blush  at  such  unskilful  at- 
tempts to  serve  them.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  they  have 
been  driven  to  exclaim  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  and  its  coad- 
jutors, 

— —  Pol !  occidistis,  amici, — 
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the  morning,  Ceased  for  a  short  time,  began  again  at 
five,  and  finally  terminated  at  nine.  The  English, 
though  greatly  disabled,  are  masters  of  the  field  of  battle, 
and  of  the  wrecks  of  our  fleet.  Our  ships  successively 
dismasted,  crippled,  and  more  or  less  torn  to  pieces,  are 
become  the  prey  of  our  encnjies  ;  two  sail  of  the  line 
only,  and  two  frigates,  have  found  their  safety  in  flight, 
and  are  gone,  perhaps,  to  France,  to  carry  the  most  me- 
lancholy intelligence  of  a  defeat,  of  which  there  are  few  . 
,  examples,  and  of. which  the  cffeas  will  be  itiore  sensibly 
felt  here,  than  in  the  mother  country. 

Three  hours  after  the  action  commenced,  the  TOrient 
unfortunately  took  fire;  and  we  had  from  this  place  the 
dreadful  spectacle  of  a  ship  in  flames  ;  it  burnt  for  neat 
an  hour,  and  then  disappeared  with  a  tremendous  ex- 
plosion. We  were  ignorant  at  the  time,  indeed,  that  it 
was  a  French  ship,  especially  the  flag  one.  I  want 
courage  to  tell  you  how  many  brave  men  perished,  anc^ 
how  inany  distinguished  officers. 

The  English  had  only  fourteen  sail  of  the  line,  and  a 
brig ;  we  had  thirteen  sail  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  and 
a  few  gun-boats.  Our  position  would  have  infallibly 
doubled  our  strength,  if  we  had  been  a  little  nearer  the 
shore,  formed  in  a  closer  line  of  battle,  so  as  not  to  be 
broken,  and  really  and  tyuly  moored  ;  but,  but,— ah  ! 
how  many  buts ! 

r    I  must,  however,  do  justice  to  the  courage  of  our  sea- 
men, who  fought  like  lions. 

General  Bonaparte  was  at  Cairo,  and  his  judgment 
and  his  fortune  ♦  were  no  longer  companions  of  the  fleet, 

•  This  is  the  second  time,  in  this  letter,  that  those  words  have 
Recurred.    To  talk  of  the  **  judgment"  of  Bonaparte  in  a  naval 
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*H€  wiU  be  ^  mudithe  moir^ictcd  at  this  catastrophe* 
as  it  Gouki.not  have  taken  jriace,  if  the  Admiral  had  been 
more  anxious  to  execute  his  plans,  v^ch  were  to  carry 
all  the  ships  into  the  Port  of  Alexandria  (where  die 
transpoitSy  &c.  already  were),  as  soon  as  the'  channels 
ahottU.be  properly  survey ed»  and  that  had  ^now  been 

engagement  is  almost  too  ridiculous  for  a  Frenchman.  What  his 
**  fbrtune"  might  have  done,  we  know  not ;  but  if  we  are  allowed 
to  say  what  we  think  on  the  subject,  we  shall  just  observe, 
that  though  it  would  not  have  delayed  the  victory  a  single  mo- 
ment, yet  if  the  General  had  been  present,  and  either  fellen  likf 
the  ill-fated  Bmeys,  or  been  blown  up  like  the  innocent  hostages 
(Part  I.  p.  195),  it  <«  might  have  been  truly  salutary  to  the 
army,  which,  by  a  speedy  surrender,  would  have  probably  res- 
cued itself  from  the  lingering  but  inevitable  destruction  to  which 
his  <*  judgment  and  his  fbrlune,"  of,  to  call'things  by  their  tnie 
names,  his  perfidy  and  his  Cnielty  have  destined  it  I 

But  did  Le  Wrc  continue  to  think  thus  highly  of  the  General  I 
We  fancy  hot,  A  letter;  which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
authentic,  but  of  which  we  certainly  do  not  possess  th«  original, 
has  been  tranfs/fiitted  to  one  of  tfie  most  respectable  Journals  on 
the  Contirient,  the  Jokmaldt  Ftancforty  and  inserted  in  its  333d 
Number.  It  is  from  Le  P8re  to  the  same  Beytz,  to  whom 
our  letter  is  addressed,  but  is  of  a  later  date  (10  Fructidor,  Au- 
gust 27. )' >  avKl  contains,  be^des  a  recapitulation  of  what  we  have 
given  above,  several  additional  circumstances,  highly  worthy  of 
a  place  in  Ais  Colleiction. 

*•  Airtidst  a  Variety  of  distressing  accidents ;  daily  reduced  in 
our  numbers  by  trifling  checks,  or  rather  by  multiplied  assassi- 
nations;^ conrtstantly  orf  the  alarm  amongst  a  people  heed* 
less  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  whose  ignorant  superstition 
menaces  \is  wiihout  caising ;  obliged  to  take  all  those  precau- 
tions which  are  renderefd  necessary  by  an  invisiofn,  for  which  the 
way  has  not  been  smootltec!  before  hand ;  and  reduced  to  a  scar- 
city of  food;  a^ich  can  only  be  extorted  from  the  natives  by  dint 

Part  II.  H 
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done  neaf  a  fortnight.  Speculations  of  pride,  it  is  whis . 
percdy  prevented  this  from  being  done  ;  and  thus  it  is 
that  mean  and  selfish  considerations  produce  die  most 
terrible  calamities. 

Would  to  Hcaiven  that  the  English,  fully  occupied 
with  the  repair  of  their  fleet,  ma;  return  hnniediateiy 

of  money ;  we  ^till  flittered  outselves  with  the  hopes  of  a  fe- 
vouFsible  change 9  when  the  disastrous  business  of  the  ist  of  Au- 
gust came  t»  overwhelm^  to  anoihiUte,  and  to  nark  our  future 
fortufle,  with  the  image  of  all  the  furies  which. are  destined  to 
pursue  us. 

*'  Brueys»  who  fell  like  a  hero,  is  become  the  scape-goat,  and 
will  be  obliged  to  carry  off  all  th^  bUme.  It  te  said  by  many  well- 
informed  people,  that  he  wished  to  sail  immediately  afiter  the  de- 
barkation of  the  troops,  but  that  Bonaparte  objected  to  it  {  aod, 
indeed^  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  why  the  General  should  obsti- 
nately persist  in  compelling  our  fleet  (which  cposisted  at  that 
very  ti^ne  of  fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  twelve  frigates,  and  a  large 
galley)  to  hide  itself  in  the  port  of  Alexandria,  when  it  was 
highly  capable,  if  npt  of  beating  the  English,  yet  certainly  of  con- 
testing the  day  with  them;  and,  at  all  events,  was  suflkiently 
strong  to  return  to  Toulon,  to  protect  the  sailing -of  the  second 
expedition.  ' 

«<  What  willbecolfnc  pf  us  now,  that  we  have  the  mortification 
of  being  blocked  up  by  three  sail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates, 
which  take  all  our  advice  boats  before  our  face,  and  deprive  us 
of  all  news  and  all  succour.  In  vain  do  they  attempt  to  fool  us 
on  tliis  head,  with  pretending  that  we  shall  be  relieved,  as  soon 
as  the  forces  which  we  have  at  Corfou,- Malta,  and  Toulon,  have 
joined.  Childreit  may  be  amused  with  such  triflings  but  we  art 
not  quite  simple  enough  to  believe  that  Admiral  Nelson  will  per- 
mit this  junction  to  be  effected. 

"  The  General  has  fortified  Damietta,  and  several  other  im- 
portant posts;  he' has  also  detached  Desaix  into  the  Said,  after 
Morad  Bey.  We  ought  to  believe  that  Bonaparte  has  no  In- 
tention of  precipitating  our  fate,  by  tlius  exteading  and  dividing 
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to  Gibraltar^  without  making  any  atttmpts  on  these  seasy 

either  at  Malta  or  elsewhere. 

.    We  who  compose  the  land  forces,  however,  still  keep 

up  our  courage;  our  confidence  in  Bonaparte  is  un« 

bounded. 

My  best  respects  to  your  wife,  to  the  ladies  De  Gand, 
and  to  your  little' society. 

A  thousand  friendly  things  to  your  colleague  from 
Ostend  (I  forget  his  name),  and  to  the  Citizens  Hop-* 
somere  and  Meyer. 

My  health  is  good,  ahd  I  haVe  my  hands  full  of  bu<* 
siness.  I  hope  to  leave  this  place  almost  immediately 
for  Rosetta  and  Cairo.  I  write  in  haste  that  I  may  be 
in  tin^e  for  the  packet,  which  is  on  the  point  of  sailing. 

JLe  Perb* 

his  army :  but,  I  repeat  it,  without  succours  fivm  F/ance,  our 
future  condition  will  be  most  miserable.  W^  are  enervated  by  the 
climate,  and  tormented  and  harrassed  to  death  by  insects.  Our 
army  is  consumed  by  sickness  and  continual  losses.  Many  of 
ou^  detachments  of  cavalry  have  already  disappeared.  Since  the 
last  victims  which  I  named  to  you,  we  have  lost  the  Commissaiy 
Jaubert,  Peyres,  and  Renard.  Such  is  our  dtuation,  whidly 
considering  the  rooted  hatred  of  the  Bf^rptiaiis,  and  the  sever* 
ending  hostility  of  the  Arabs,  I  must  look  on  as  the  second  vo* 
lume  of  our  ancient  crusades,  if  the  Bnglish  persist  in  thdr  inter* 
ceptions.  And,  good  Heaves  I  who  knows  but  the  Turks  will 
also  declare  war  against  us !" 


Ha 
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TRANSLATION 

Of  the  Extracts  from  General  Bonaparte's  Letter  f 
his  Brother.     See  the  Fac  Si  mile  y  Ne.  I. 

Caira  {j  T.bermidor),  July  TSth. 

7i  Ckizen  ]o^tifti'ho^ATk%rty  Deputy  to  the  Omptcil 
of  Five  Hundred y  at  Paris. 

You  will  sec  in  the  public  papers  the  relation  of  the 
battiest  and  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt,  which  has  been 
5uflklemly  disptited  to  add  smother  leaf  to  the  military 
glory  of  this  iitny.  Egypt  Is  the  rtchest  country  in  the 
worlds  in  wheat,  rice,  pulse,  a^d  cattle*  Barbarism  is  at 
its  height.  There  is  ko  money  in  the  country;^ 

no,  NQT  even  to  pay  the  troops*  I  THINK  OF 
BTBING  lit  FeANCE'IN  TWafiTONtns         — >  — 

.  •   V  '   -  "  **  '  .* 

.'  *  There  i%  ho  M0N6y  in  the*  country  !  It  is  worth  ob- 
servation, tliat  this  sentence  was  written  the  very  day  aftei:. Bona- 
parte had  declared  in  his  efiicial  letters,  to  all  Europe,  that  on 
the  bodies  of  the  two  thousand  Mameloucs,  who  fell  in  the 
'<  battle  of  the  Pyramids,"  his  soldiers  had  found  10,000,000 
livres  in  specie  1 1 !     (First  Part,  p.  64.) 

But  this  is  not  all,— it  appears  from  the  next  line  that  Egypt 
was  expected  to  furnish  money  for  the  troops.  This  is  a  pre- 
cious circumstance,   and  affords  matter  for  deep  reflection. 
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V  -  Take  your  meMiurei  -combat  I  may  hs^ve  a  cou&try 
*scat  at  my  arrival,  either  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris, 
or  in  Burgjmdy  :  I  reCICOK  on  PASsmb  THE  wiNTEit 

THERE  —  —  —         '   —  —  — 


.BooafartC'  left  France^  perhaps^  without  a  aieglc^  day's  payibr 
his  army.  The  plunder  of  Malta,  cxcc^  a  few  iogots  whidi 
,were distributed  amongst  the  merchants  of  Atexandria,  withn 
view  o£  being  speeclily  reclaimed,  was  on  board  the  V.Oiritnt ;  and 
iwitfa  tbeexpocted  treasures  of  Cairo,  and  the  grand  caraivan, 
-wasy  midoubtedly,  destined  to  swell  the  private  fortunes  of  the 
General  and  his  confidents  :  while  the  troops  were  to  be  left  itt 
in  Swabia,  and  Fraoconia,  and  Brabant,  and  HoUand,  and  Italic, 
and  Swisserlaad,  to  support  themselves  by  wresting  titnn  the 
inhabitants,  who  are  thus,  in  mockery,  made  **  free,  and  pros- 
perous, and  happy,"  the  miserable  reliques  of  the  rapacity  of  the 
officers,  and  the  agents  of  Government  1 


If  the  reader  has  noticed  the  Introduction  to  the  First  Part  of 
this  Correspondence,  he  has  seen  that  we  unequivocally  de- 
clined inserting  such  of  Bonaparte's  letters,  as  from  their  nature 
did  not  materially  interest  the  Public.  One  sentence,  indeed,  we 
quoted  (Introduct.  p.  xvii.)  from  the  letter  before  us  j  and  here 
we  should  have  rested,  had  not  the  French  (see  the  Decaide  Philo- 
sophique,  No.  ii.)  made  an  ungenerous  use  of  our  reserve,  and 
insinuated  that  we  had  no  authority  for  the  passage  in  question, 
because  we  forbore  to  produce  the  letter  of  which  it  made  a  part* 
"  Q^ant  i.  Bonaparte,"  say  the  French  critics  (speaking  of  what 
was  advanced  in  the  Introduction  respecting  the  plan  of  getting 
rid  of  the  Italian  army)  **  il  s'est  prM  k  ce  petit  arrangement  en 
se  proposant  d'abandonner  au  premier  instant  sea  camarades, 
pour  rev€nir  passer  I* kiver  en  Bourgogne*"  This  is  quoted  with  a 
triumphant  sneer,  as  a  fabrication,  perhaps,  of  the  English 
editors',  too  atrocious  to  be  attributed  to  a  person  of  Bonaparte's 
well  ki>own  justice  and  humanity.  Good  1  we  have  now  given 
an  extract  from  one  of  the  General's  letters,  in  which  the  ob- 
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noxious  expression  occurs  twice  in  the  compass  of  «  ftw  lines  ; 
the  atrodouanessy  therefore,  (if  there  be  any,  which  we  ire  not 
inclined  to  deny)  must  be  transferred  elsewhere. 

Now  we  are  on  this  subject,  we  shall  take  the  opporfiuiity  qf 
nuiking  a  short  remark. 

When  the  First  Part  of  this  Correspondence  was  committed 
to  the  press,  no  particular  pains  were  taken  to  establish  its  am - 
thenticity.  It  certainly  did  not  enter  into  our  conteivplatioii, 
that  any  description  of  persons  could  be  weak  or  ^cked  enough 
to  deny,  what  was  so  incontestably  proved  by  internal  evidence, 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  Original  Letters  having  been  always  open 
to  inspection),  and  the  event  has  proved,  that  any  explanation  on 
our  part,  would  have  been  altogether  a  work  of  supererogation,-^ 
for,  except  the  Morning  Chromcle  which  **  has  taken  a  retain- 
ing fee,'*  to  deny  sturdily  whatever  compromises  the  honour  of 
France,  and  the  editors  of  the  Decade  Philosbphique,'  who 
limit  their  doubts  to  the  single  passage  we  have  mentioned, 
doubts  which  they  will  now  wish,  perhaps,  they  had  either  not 
entertained,  or  not  expressed;  we  know  of  no  one  that  has 
called  the  authenticity  of  the  Letters  in  question.  Should  there, 
however,  be  s\ich  a  person,  we  will  opce  for  all,  solemnly  assure 
him,  that  we  have  given  them  in  all  and  every  part  precisely  ^ 
they  came  from  the  hands  of  the  original  writers,  without  the 
alteration,  or  addition  of  a  sin^e  syllable,  and  with  merely  such 
occasional  omissions  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  and  as  a 
regard  for  the  delicacy^  our  readers  seenved  to  render  ^ndlSn 
^nsable.  *- 
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No.  XL 


Au  Grand  Cat  re  t  le  iS  Ihermidor, 

Sucy,   Commissalre  Ordormattury  au  Citoyen  Joseph 
B0NAPARTE3  d  Paris. 

iVliLLE  occupations,  mor?  chcr  Joseph,  m'ont  cm- 
peche  dc  vous  donnet  jusqu'a  present  de  mes  nouvelks 
ct  decelles  du  General  \  j'ai  su  d'ailleurs  que  vous  en 
aviez  regulierement.  Les  fatigues  de  Udernieremarche 
Tont  bicrt  un  peu  eprouvo,  mais  il  les  a  supportces,  je 
vous  assyre^  mieux  que  tout  autre.  Avec  lui  seul 
rarmee  pouvoit  surmonter  les  obstacles  sans  nonibre 
qu*elle  a  rencontres,  ct  que  Ton  ne  pouvoit  pr6voir 
d*apres  les  rcnseignements  fournis. 

II  y  a  bcaucoup  a  espfirer  dc'ce  paVs,  mais  il  est  des 
succes  auxquels  le  terns  dolt  concourir.  Je  dJcte,  ne 
pouvant  encore  me  servir  de  ma  main.  On  augure 
bien  de  ma  blessuro.  Ma  peine  est  de  ne  pouvoir  etre 
utile  a  votre  frere,  comme  je  lo  46sirerais.  Nous 
sommes  dans  Tattente  des  nouvelles  de  Paris :  il  y  a  bied 
des  evcnements  qui  pourroient  modtfier  notre  position  ; 
cctte  attente  est  toujou^s  penibte. 

Mes  hommages  a  vos  4an;ies ;  k  citoyen  Hasselavere  . 
se  porte  fort  bitn,  il  est  employe  ici  dans  Tadmini- 
i^tratiop  del  biens  des  Mamelouks.     Adieu,  conservez- 
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moi  de  ramitie  pour  le  tendre  attachement  que  je  vous 
aivoue  pourlavie. 

SUCY. 


P.  S.    Vous  savez  que  Louis,  fatigue  un  peu  de  sa 
traverscc,  est  rcst6  a  Alexandric. 


TRANSLATION. 


Cairo  (i8  Thermidor)^  August  ^th. 

SuCY,*   First  Commissary y    i^c.  to   Citizen  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  <?/  Pariu 

A  THOUSAND  occupations,  my  dear  Joseph,  have 
hitherto  prevented  my  giving  you  any  account  of  my- 
self, or  of  the  General :  I  was  assured,  besides,  that 
you  regularly  heard  of  him  in  the  course  of  business. 

The  fatigues  of  the  last  march  tried  his  constitution 
a  little :  but  he  supported  them,  I  can  assure  you,  better 


♦  This  is  the  only  letter  which  we  find  from  the  First  Com* 
missary.  To  judge  from  the  frequcQt  and  respectful  mention 
made  of  him,  Sucy  must  enjoy  a  high  degree  of  consideration  in 
Egypt:  this  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  con- 
Elder  him  as  possessed  of  the  most  lucrative  and  important  post 
in  the  civil  administration  of  the  army.    , 

His  letter  is  no  farther  •f  importance,  than  as  it  shews  the 
utter  impossibility  of  deriving  any  advantage  ftom  Egypt.    To 
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than  .any  other  person.  With  him  alone,  the  afmy 
could  have  surmounted  the  innumerable  obstacles  which 
it  had  to  encounter,  and  which  there  was  no  possibility 
of  foreseeing  or  guarding  against,  from  the  information 
it  was  supplied  with. 

There  is  much  to  be  hoped  for  from  this  country ; 
but  then  this  hope  is  of  the  nature  of  those  which  a 
length  of  time  alone  can  realize.  I  am  obliged  to  die- 
t^e,  not  being  yet  in  a  conditio^  to  use  my  hand :  the 
surgeon  thinks  favourably,  however,  of  my  wound. 
•My  chief  pain  arises  from  not  being  able  to  be  as  useful 
to  your  brother  as  I  could  wish.  We  are  all  anxious 
to  hear  from  Paris.  Many  things  may  have  happened 
to  affect  our  situation ;  and  this  consideration  makes 
our  anxiety  truly  painful. 

My  respects  to  your  ladies.  Citizell  Hasselavere  is 
in  good  health,  and  employed  here  in  the  administra^ 
tion  of  the  effects  of  the  Mameloucs. — Adieu.  Preserve 
youT  friendship  for  me^  in  return  for  the  tender  attach- 
ment with  which  I  have  sworn  to  be  ever  yours. 

SUCY. 

say  this  io  express  term^  could  ndther  be  expected  from  Sury, 
nor  would  have  been  borne  by  Joseph  Bonaparte :  it  is,  there- 
fore, represented  as  the  country  of  hope.  But  to  talk  to  a 
Frenchman  of  a  good  to  be  produced  by  the  slow  progress  of 
time,  is  to  bold  an  unintelligible  language.  The  present,  is  all 
that  exists  for  him,  and  he  snatches  what  it  offers  with  an 
avidity  that  shews  at  once  his  distrust,  and  contentpt  of  the 
future. 

Volumes  might  be  written  on  this  subject,  but  we  content 
ourselves  with  referring  to  Bonaparte's  Italian  conquests  for  an 
elucidation  of  our  remark. 
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P.  S.  You  know  that  Louis*,  fatigued  a  Ihtk  by 
his  voyage,  was  left  at  Alexandria. 


*  Louis  Bonaparte,  the  General's  brother.  In  the  last  Frcncii 
papers  which  reached  this  country^  it  is  stated  that  Louis  Bon:»- 
parte,  accompanied  by  General  Berthier,  was  arrived  at  AjaccUj 
in  Corsica.  Thia  we  doubt.  Berthter,  we  have  some  reason 
to  think.  It  the  last  man  Bonaparte  would  part  with;  even 
though  his  escape  to  Alexandria  were  feasible,  which  iapr»» 
bably  not  the  case.  With  respect  to  Louis  Bonaparte»  wli0 
)iacl  wisdom  enough  to  decline  marching  into  the  country, 
it  is  barely  possible  that  he  may  have  found  his  way  back  to 
France ;  and  therefore,  whatever  may  be  our  private  opinion, 
we  shall  not,  at  present,  call  in  question  that  part  of  the  state- 
inent. 

'  It  b  diflScuIt  to  conceive  any  thing  more  strict  than  the  watdi 
kept  by  our  vigilant  ta;rs  over  thf  poxtt  of  Alexandria.  We 
have  s<^n  several  letters  from  the  masters  <^  those  neutral 
vessels  which  the  French  found  there,  and  which  Conunodorc 
Hood  has  permitted  to  withdraw ;  and  they  all  con<jurin  saying, 
tiiat  the  severest  scrutiny  was  made,  not  only  of  their  papers,  but 
of  their  crews,<—so  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  lor  any  thing  to 
pass  without  discovery. 

As  to  the  vessels  which  the  French  took  up  in  the  seven^ 
ports  of  Italy,  and  for  the  hire  of  which  Bonaparte  has  promised 
to  pay  by  the  plunder  of  the  Egyptian  villus ;  tliey  cannol  stir. 
Eleven  of  them,  which  madly  attempted  it,  were  taken  in  u^ti 
of  the  place,  and  immediately  burnt.  Witli  respect  to  the  French 
shipst  the  ca^  is  still  more  hopelesa.  To  the  danger  of  being  cap* 
Cured  by  us,  are  superadded  others  of  a  much  more  formidable 
nature,  whi^  tl|)ey  have  pi^ovoked  by  their  perfidy  and  cruelty, 
•  and  which  they  will  not  in  future  (notwithstanding  their  anxiety 
to  escape  from  **  thajt  land  of  horrors,")  be  very  forward  to  eiv 
counter.  Three  of  their  ships  (we  take  the  account  from  themr 
selves)  full  of  wpund^d  men,  and  fugitives  who  had  esaq>ed 
the  vigilance  of  the  Commandant  of  Alexandria^  took  advantage 
of  the  night,  and  the  temporary  absence  of  our  cruii^rs,  an^ 
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flipped  out.  What  was  their  fate  ?  One  of  them,  we  hope  it 
was  that  with  the  wounded  men  on  board,  fell  ^in  with  the 
Zealous,  and  was  captured.  Another  ran  into  Scyphanto,  one 
of  the  Greek  isles,  aqd  was  seized  by  the  inhabitants.  The 
passengers  and  crew,  amounting  to' fifty-four  in  all,  were  im» 
mediately  carried  to  Constantinople,  and  thrown  into  the  dun- 
geon of  the  galley  slares  5  while  the  Scyphantines  were  liberally 
rewarded  for  their  loyalty  and  zeal.  The  third  put  into  one  of 
the  harbours  of  Crete,  where  the  people,  who,  as  the  French 
editor  very  justly  observes,  are  not  moderesy  put  every  man  of 
them  to  death,  and  sent  their  heads  to  decorate  the  gates  of  the 
Seraglio. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  is  not  quite  impossible  but  that 
someone,  more  happy  than  the  rest,  may  yet  escape ;  and  there- 
ft>re  the  Bjrectory  contrive  to  amuse  the  relatives  of  their  vie* 
tims,  by  permitting  their  papers  to  notify  from  time  to  time  the 
nrrival  of  this  or  that  particular  person  in  some  distant  port — 
for  it  should  be  observed,  that  they  are  never  said  to  have  ar- 
rived in  Prance  I 

This  is  an  admirable  expedient ;  but  it  does  not  always  suc- 
ceed !  for  as  the  French  Government  is  without  any  intelligence 
from  Egypt,  but  through  the  medium  of  Turkey,  or  of  this 
fouDtry,  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  arrival  of  a  man  is  an- 
nounced, who,  in  the  classical  phraseology  of  their  orators, 
had  <<  ceased  to  live"  some  months  before.  Thus,  they  lately 
gave  us  a  letter  from  Leghorn,  said  to  be  written  by  a  Citisea 
Julien,  who  was  just  returned,  full  of  good  news  from  Grand 
Cairo.  This  was  an  unlucky  guess,— to»  f«^  xcm;^fly  fvm^ 
^0^  a%a:  Citizen  Julien's  voyages  had  long  been  over.  Hje 
was  **  assassinated,"  at  Bonaparte  terms  it  in  his  official  papers, 
**  with  fifteen  other  Frenchmen,  at  the  village  of  AskfUn." 
That  is  to  say,  (for  we  know  the  fact)  he  was  sent  with  a  com* 
pany  of  grenadiers  to  plunder  the  village  of  i^s  grain.  The  in. 
habitants  defended  their  property  with  a  fury  bordering  on 
despair,  and  in  the  conflict  Julien  and  his  fifty-six  marauders 
/were  killed. 

It  should  not  be  forgot  here  that  the  **  hero  of  ^taly/'  mad  with 
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rage  auid  disapppintmcnl,  sent,  in  his  own  words,  "  «  strong  di- 
vision of  the  army"  to  pull  down  *the  few  mud  huts  of  thfs 
wretched  village,  and  exterminate  the  miserable  inhabitihts, — by- 
way of  enlightening  the  rest  of  the  Egyptians^,  we  suppose,  ia 
the  saving  doctrine  of  the  true  rights  of  man. 
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No.  XII. 


Au  Grand  Caire,  U  20  Thermtdof. 

C.  Lasalle,    Chef  de  Brigade  du  02®  Rigiment  de 
Chasseurs  ^  thtval^  H  VArr/Ui  d'Orienty  a  sa  M^rt\ 


Au  moment  d« partbravec  le  General. en  Chef,  pour 
aller  au  deyant  .d'une  caravane  -importautey  dont  les 
Mainelouks  se  ^nt  emp^resi  et  *^'il  faut  leur  arracher 
defr  maiDSi  j  'apprends.  qu'on  prepare  un  courier  a  partiri 
tm  tx'ea  cbere-maman :  ks  ojcca^os  seytit  »,  rares  (|ue  je 
i^  puis  laisser  echappef  celle-ct^  .sans:  vous  donnei'  de 
raes  nouvelles.  :      ' 

Ni  la. fatigue,  v^  la  chaleur^  m  laprivatioBde vin>^ 
nlont  Mtere  en  rifen  mea  sante  ;  :»u  contraire  j'e&graisae 
i  vue  d*ceil.  Je  ne  regrette  qu'un^  seule.  chose  ;•  ce  sojit 
me3  pauvres  cheveux.  L'extrSme  chaleiir  le^  fait  tout 
tomber.-  J'attribue  aiissi  uoe  grande  partie  de  cette  perte 
au  manque*  de  poudre  et  d&  pomade. 
.  lie: General  Bonaparte,  toujours.prodiguede  bontes 
pbUf  .tnojiy  m'a  donne  le  commandement  des  hommes  a 
chf^val  du  .7^  d'husmrds,  et  du  aa^  de  chasseurs ;  me 
Yoiia  petit  GelieraL  Souvent  il  m'invtte  a  dioeri  et  il 
me  place  toujours  a  sa  droite.  J'ai  une  peine  infinie  a 
former  men  nouveau  corpfi,  delabre  autant  que  .pos«- 
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sible;  mais  j*espere  en  venlr  a  mon  honneur  a  force 
d'activitc. 

On  nous  assure  quUl  arrivera  d'ici  a  quelques  mois^ 
des  renforts  de  France,  et  que  nous  retournerons  dans 
notrc  pays.  C'est  le  voeu  dc  rarmce,  qui,  quoi  qu'aussl 
bien  qu*il  est  possible  pOur  le  pays,  a  le  coeur  trop 
Fran9ai9  pour  ne  pas  preferer  notre  pays  a  celui-ci. 

Nous  avons  deja  800  chevaux  Arabes  uniques  pour  la 
course.  J*en  ai  trois.  Les  officiers  de  mon  regiment 
seconduisent  fort  bien  a  mon  egard,  et  m'ont  donne  de 
grandes  preuves  d*estime. 

Heureusement,  vu  mon  tibiivel  emplot,  j'ai  petr  de 
terns  a  reflechir^  et  je  stiis  trop  fatigue  le  soir  pour 
rever  tout  ^veille ;  Car  sans  cela  je  sens  que  je  suc- 
comberois  i  la  peine  que  j'epiouve  de  me  savoir  loin  de 
tout  ce  qui  m'est  cher  au  monde,  ma  mere,  mon  pSre, 
ma  maitresse  et  mon  ils.  Quelques  fois  cependant  des 
idees,  des  regrets  amers  se  presentent,  je  soupire,  une 
larme  coule,  et  je  cherche  au88it6t  a  m'arracher  de  ma 
melancholie.  O  pauvre  Charles,  comme  tu  passes  ta 
jeunesse !  O  devoir,  que  tu  es  rigoureux  ! 

J'espire  cependant  que  par  k  meme  bonheur  qui 
m'accompagne  au  milieu  des  batailles,  le  ciel  aura 
respecte  vos  jours.  Je  me  rejouis  de  baiser  un  jour 
irotre  main  respectable,  dc  tarir  par  mes  embrassemens 
les  pleurs  que  vous  av^z  verses  pour  moi.  O  nfaman, 
j'ai  bien  besoin  de  vous  serrer  dans  mts  bras ! 

Mon  fidel  Joseph  est  toujours  avec  moi ;  il  m'est  bien 
utile,  et  je  ne  saurois  dire  les  soins  attentifs  qu*!!  a  de 
moi.  Je  suis  sure  que  Colin  en  a  bien  autant  de  votts, 
aussi  je  lui  promets^bien  un  beau  shall  des  Indes,  &C.9 
si  nous  prenons  la  caravane. 
'    Adieu,  bonne,  rrcerex  cent  baisers  bien  tendres,  «t 
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pt6sentcz  mon  respectueux  hommage  i  moa  vieux  pew, 
que  j*aime  fct  revere. 
Atnltie  a  mes  amis>  et  respects  i  qui  de  droit. 

Charles  Lasalle. 


TRANSLATION, 


Grand  Casroi  August  'jtb^ 

C,  Lasalle^  Chief  of  Brigmdi  of  tht  27,nd  Regiment  of 
Chasseurs  a  Chevalf  of  the  Army  of  tht  East^  to  his 
Mother. 

Oi^  the  eve .  of  setting  out  with  the  Commander  io 
Chief,  to  Intercept  a  most  valuable  caravan  which  the 
Mameloucs  have  seized,  and  which  must,  at  ail  events, 
be  wrested  out  of  their  hands,  I  learn,  my  dear  mother, 
that  a  courier  is  preparing  to  leave  Cairo.  -Opportuni* 
ties  occur  so  seldom,  that  I  cannot  think  of  letting 
this  escape  without  giving  you  a  line. 

Neither  fatigue,  nor  heat,  nor  the  privation  of  wine, 
have  hitherto  had  the  smallest  effect  on  my  health ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  get  flesh  every  day.  I  have  but  one 
thing  to  regret,  and  that  is  my  poor  hair,  which  is  all 
fallen  off  through  the  excessive  heat ;  assisted,  I  believe, 
in  some  degree,  by  my  total  want  of  powder  and  po** 
matum. 
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General  Bonaparte^  always  prodigal  of  his  kinAaess, 
has  given  me  the  command  of  the  mounted  troops  of 
the  yth  hussafs,  and  the  aaiid  chasseurs.  Here  I  am 
then,  a  little  General !  he  often  invites  me  to  dinner^ 
and  always  ptae^  itie  at  his  right  hand.  I  have  an  in- 
finite deal  of  trouble  to  form  my  new  corps,  which  is 
in  the  most  ruinous  state  you  can  possibly  conceive, — 
by  dint  of  incessartt  eiicrtions,  however,  I  hope  to  suc- 
ceed to  my  honour. 

We  are  assured  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,, 
re-inforcements  from  France  will  arrive  here,  and  that 
we  shall  then  return  home.  This  is  the  wish  of  the 
whole  army,  which,  though  as  well  circumstanced  as 
it  is  possible  to  be  in  a  country  like  this,*  is  -too 
truly  French  in  heart,  not  to  prefer  its  native  land  to 
Egypt! 

We  have  already  800  Arabian  horses,  excc^llent  run- 
ners,— I  have  th^ee  for  ray  own  share.     The  officers  of 

*  This  is  put  gently  enough  of  a  place  which  we  know  every 
man  in  the  army  regarded  with  horror, — but  V  poor  Charles'* 
^ined  toe  often  with  the  General  to  speak  out,  especially  after 
being  just  put  on  the  staff. 

The  paragraph,  Jiowever,  is:  in^portant  in  another  point  of 
view.  It  shows  the  profound  hypocrisy  and  wickedness  of  Bo- 
naparte, almost  as  clearly  as  his  Catholic  arid  Mahometan  Pro- 
fessions of  Faith.  He  assures  his^^ievoted  followers,  that  they 
shall  return  to  France  as  soon  as  re-inforcements  arrive,  when 
he  knew  (as  is  proved  by  his  letters)  that  he  had  sent  for  every 
ship  of  War  (by  whose  aid  alone  such  arrivals  were  possible)  to 
protect  his  own  escape  with  the  accumulated  plunder  of  Egypt, 
while  the  army  would  be  abandoned  to  its  fate  I 

Providence,  however,  has  frustrated  the  execrable  desi^j 
and,  with  that  justice  which  so  often  defeats  the  schemes  of  in- 
terested wickedness,  decreed,  tiiat  this  Artificer  of  ill  should 
share  the  destruction  he  was  exclusively  preparing  for  others. 
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my  regiment  Behavfc  extremely  well,  and  have  giveft  mc 
many  striking  proofs  of  their  esteem. 

Happily,  in  consequence  of  my  new  employ,  I  have 
littletimefor  reflection,  and  am  too  much  fatigued  when 
night  comes,  to  dream  bx«ad  awake*— Without  this,  I 
feel  that  I  should  sink  under  the  'virrctchedness  I  expe- 
rience, .from  the  consideration  that  I  am  far  removed 
from  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  mt  in  the  wdrld, — from 
my  motherj  my  fither,  my  mistress,*  and  my  little  boy. 
Sometimes,  however,  sad  ideas,  bitter  regrets  will 
force  themselves  iipon  nie ;  a  Sigh  breaks  forth,  a  ttar 
trickles  down  my  cheek,  and  I  hasten  to  tear  myself 
From  my  melancholy  reverie. — O  poor  CJharles !  how 
art  thou  passing  thy  youth !  O  duty  1  why  art  thou  so 
rigorous  I 

I  flatter  my  self  that  the  same  kind  providence  which 
has  hitherto  accompanied  me  in  the  heat  of  battle,  has 
also  watched  over  your  life.t  I  anticipate  the  pleasure 
I  shall  one  day  have  in  kissing  your  honoured  hand,  and 
in  drying  up,  by  my  embraces,  the  tears  you  have  not 
ceased  to  sli^d  for  me. — O  my  dearest  mother !  I  warit. 


•  We  have  already  notibed  the  frequenqr  with  which  parentf 
are  made  the  confidents,  and  sometimes  the  promoters,  of  the 
licentious  amours  of  their  children,  in  these  Letters.    The  pre- 

^ent  instance,  indeed,  is  venial,  if  compared but  enough ;  we 

have  done  with  the  subject. 

t  This  is,  perhaps,  making  Charles  talk  rather  too  much  like 
a  Christian :  but  as  the  thou^t  is  awkwardly  expressed  in  the 
original,  and  as  the  young  man  seems  really  to  retain  some 
vestiges  of  the  "  old  superstition"  of  his  country,  we  have  let 
it  stand.  The  reader  may  be  assured  that  we  have  not  many 
peccadilloes  of  this  nature  tb  answer  for.  £xcept  in  thtir  oaths, 
the  French  letters  make  few  appeals  to  heaven. 

Part  II.  I, 
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-H-I  cannot  cxptcsa  how  much  I  waoty  to  fold  you  in  my 
arms! 

My  fatthfiil  Joseph  b  still  with  me.  He  is  extremely 
useful  9  and  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  I  am  indebted 
to  jiis  care  and  attention.  I  Uive  no  doubt  but  that  you 
are  just  as  much  indebted  to  Colin  for  his,  and  I  there^ 
fore  seriously  promise  him  a  fine  Indian  shawl,  &c.  !f 
we  aeize  the  caravan.* 

Adieui— >take  a  thousand  tender  kisses,  and  present 


•  It  will  afford  no  small  satisfaction,  we  bdicvc,  to  most  o( 
our  readers,  to  know  that  this  valuable  caravan  escaped  the 
hands  of  this  rapacious  banditti.  They  came  up  with  it,  irid6ed^ 
as  we  learn  from  several  of  the  Letters,  but  found  it  covered  io 
so  masterly  a  manner  by  Ibrahim  Bey,  and  so  gallantly  defended 
by  his  handful  of  Mameloucs,  that  the  French,  aAer  scVetal  in«r 
effectual  attempts,  and  losing  the  greatest  part  of  their  new^ 
raised  cavalry  (alas!  for  poor  Charles!)  were  compelled  to 
make  i  disgraceful  retreat  before  less  than  half  their  numbers  1 
It  appears  (and  we  mention  it  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
admirers  of  the  '<  invincible  Boniiparte,"  who  commanded  ity 
|>erson)  that  the  Mamdcucs  not  only  fought  with  more  braver)'; 
but  with  more  skill  than  their  opponents ;  and  that  if  Ibrahim 
had  not  judged,  and  rigAtfy  judged^  it  more  expedient  to  secure 
his  convoy,  tlian  to  pursue  his  baffled  enemy,  very  few  of  them 
wduld  have  got  back  to  Cairo,    to  amuse  the  world  with 

^  a.^rfendid  narrative  of  their  triumphant  expedition  towards 
Syrial 

In  the  contest  we  have  mentioned,  there  were  ao  canoon  on 
either  side.    The  event  fnrnished  a  most  in^wrtant  lesson, 

^  whkh  we  trust  the  Mamcloucs  will  never  forget.  They  will  not 
in  future  encumber  tliemselves  with  an  artillery  which  they  can- 
not serve,  nor  atuck  their  enemies  when  proteeted  by  it.  They 
will  content  themselves  with  h^rfis^ing  them,  With  falling  on 
detached  parties  unprovided  witb  those  formidable  means  of 
offence ;  and  their  superior  courage  and  activity  will  eventiv^ 
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tny  respectful  duty  to  my  aged  father,  T!v:hom  I'  love 
and  revere. 

My  kind  remembrances  to  all  my  friends,  and  re- 
spects where  they  are  due. 

C^HARLBS  LaSALLB. 

ally  reduce  the  French  to  the  necessity  of  surrendering  at  dis* 
cretion. 

Though  firmly  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  every  syllable  we 
have  set  down,  we  should  not  have  mentioned  it  on  less  autho- 
rity than  that  gf  the  French  officers,  from  whose  letters  we  have 
taken  all  this,  and  might  have  taken  much  more;  for  they  have 
Ixen  beaten  rhto  truth,  and  mortified  intp  humility. 


It 
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Au  Grand  Cairfi  li  %o  Thermi^fcn 

C.  LasalL^,   Chef  de  Brigade,  tic.  He.  d  sa 
Josephine. 

J  B  n*ai  point  encore  rcfu  dc  tcs  nouvellcs,  ma  regrettee 
Josephine.  Le  malheur  a  voulu  que  trois  couriers  qui 
etoient  arrives  a  Malte  ayant  ete  charges  sur  le  menie 
batlmenty  les  Anglais  Tont  pris  et  on  a  jett6  les  lettres 
&  la  mer.  Elle  a  englotitl  bien  des  richesses^  maid 
jamais  un  tresor  qui  valut  potif  moi  une  leMe  detoi ! 

Je  vais  partir  dans  Tinstant  avec  le  7^  d'hussards  et 
mon  regiment.  !>  General  Bonaparte,  qui  m*accablc 
d'honnetetes  et  de  bont6s,  vient  de  m^en  donner  It 
commandement.  Nous  allons  au  devant  d'une  caravane 
dont  les  Mamelouks  se  sont  empares ;  elle  est  impor- 
tante.  Nous  nous  battrons^  mais  le  bonheur  et  toi  qui 
m'ont  toujours  prot6g6,  me  preserveront  encore  cette 
fois-cii  Tu  as  du  recevoir  de  moi  trois  lettres  de  Malte, 
une  d'Alexandrie,  et  voici  la  seconde  du  Caire.  Je 
ne  puis  t'6crire  plus  souvent.  Je  suis  ecrase  d*ouvrage 
pour  Torganisation  de  mon  nouveau  corps,  qui  est  tres* 
d&labr6. 

Ton  frefc  me  fait  bonne  mine,  parce  que  tu  n*es  pas 
ici.  Je  voudrois  que  ce  fut  le  rebours.  Que  fait  moa 
petit  ?  comme  il  sera  beau  quand  je  le  rererrai !  car  je 
reviendrai  bientot«  Le  G6neral  Bonaparte  a  promis 
que  dos  troupes  viendront  bientot  nous  irtlever*     Mais 
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que  j^  serai  laid  moi !  ta  chaleur  nous  a  riftdus  tous 
noirs  comme  des  corbeaux^  et  pour  comble  de  malheur', 
j'ai  perdu  tous  mcs  chcvcuK.   ' 

Comment  vas-tu  de  ta  grossesse :  mon  Dieu !  quHfest 
cruel  de  vivre  dans  Tanxi^te  sur  tout  ce  ^uhtti'tntfi- 
resse !  Le  terns  du  bonheur  est  passe.  Si  un  instant 'jo 
eesse  de  travailler^  mon  esprit  se  livre  aux  reflexions 
ks  plus  noires.  Je  pleure,  et  personne  ne  paftage  ma 
peine.  Je  ne  connois  personne  dans  le  regitn^t;  je 
n'ai  pas  d'amis,  pauvre  Charles !  tu  as  toot  pei-dii; 
puisque  tu  n-as  plus  ta  Jos^hine.  Qu'au  moins  tu  me 
rcgrettes,  et  je  serii  un  pc»'  console.  Je  'pOtiitois 
•ilblier  que  j*ai  eu  des  jouissances  au  dessusde  cdlles 
que  doivent  avoir  les  humains ;  mais  oublier  (fue  tu  etf 
mon  amie^  et  penser  a  vivre  sans  toi,  c'est.ce>  ^i  ne 
pent  entrer  d;ms  ma  t8te. 

AdieUy  je  monte  i  cbeva))  et  t'envoye  cent  baisers. 

CHAR]bE$^ 


TRANSLATION, 


GraMd  Cairo  (2oThnmrJor)y  August  ftk. 

C-  Lasalli,  Chuf  of  $rigadej  Wr,  Wr.  to  bis 

'Josephine.  '*- 

I  HAVE  not  yet  heafd  from  you,  my  much  regretted 
Josephine.    Some  how  or  other,  the  three  couriers 
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Vhich  haj  retched  M^l^  In  safety,  wtre  unfortunately 
^spatcbed  .from  tlie^ce  m  the  same  vessel, — this  was 
taken  by  the  English,  and  ^  the  letters  w^e  thrown 
iBtqthe  $6a.  .It  hus: swallowed. worlds  of  weaUh ;  but 
never  yet  a  trie^sure  that  equalled,  in  my^  esteem,  a 
single  letter  ipfyouri ! 

I  am  onv  the  «ve  ?of  setting  oS  with  the  7th  husaacs^ 
aad  mf  owp  regiment*  jGcneial  Bonaparte,  who  oveiv 
whelnstsfilcwit]!  kindneas  asd^ ^tt^ntion,  hlis just^yen 
me  the  command  of  thetiik  We  weigping  to  meet  m 
caravan  rvlFhich  the  Mameloucs  h%iw  seized,  ^nd  which 
is  very  valuable.  We  sha^l  certaiiUy  have  a  struggle 
for  it ;  but  good  fortune,  and  ]rou^  who  have  hitherto 
pro()ected  me,  will  assuredly'  preserve  oie  once  miore* 

You  ought,  to  have  received/three  of  my  letters  frood 
Malta,  and  one  from  Alexandria' :  (this  is  now  the  se* 
condfrom  Cairo.  I  cannot  write. to  you  oftener.  I 
am  absolutely  worn  out  with  constant  exertions  to 
organize  my  new-  corps,  which  is  in  a  most  wretched 
slate.       '   • 

Your  brother  regards  me  with  kindness,  because  you 
are  not  here:  would  it  were  the  reverse!  How  is  my 
bantling  ?  what  a  sweet  little  fellow  he  will  be  when  I 
sec  him  again? — ^Yes,  I  shall  soon  return — Ge- 
neral Bonaparte  HAS  promisep  that  fresh 

TROOPS  SHALL   SPEEDttV  ARRIVE    FROM    FRANCE 

TO  RELIEVE  US.  But  then  how  ugly  shall  I  be  !  the 
heat  has  turned  us  all  as  bl^ck  as-  drows ;  and,  to  com- 
plete my. misfortunes,  I  have  lost  all  my  hair. . 

How  do  you  proceed  in  your  pregnancy  ? — Good 
heavens !  how  distressing  it  is  to  live  in  a  state  of  con- 
stant tmeertaioty  respcctixig-altthat  is  dcAr  tome ! 

The  da]»s  of  happineasiare  passed*    If  I  cease  to  exert 
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myself  but  for  a  moment,  my  mind  becomes  a  prey  to 
the  most  gloomy  reflections.'  I  weep,  and  no  one  par- 
takes my  grief.  I  have  not  a  single  acquaintance  in  the 
iregiment,  nor  a  friend  in  the  country.  Poor  Charles! 
thou  hast  lost  every  thing  in  loosing  thy  Josephine.  Do 
you  at  least  regret  me,  and  I  shall  not  be  wholly  miser- 
able. I  may  forget  that  I  have  been  happy  beyond  the 
lot  of  human  nature, — ^but  to  forget  that  you  are  my 
|>est  beloved,  or  to  think  of  living  without  you,  is  what 
can  never  enter  into  my  mind. 
'  Adieu : — my  horse  is  at  the  door,  I  send  you  a 
thousand  kisses. 

Your  own 

Charlm.* 


*  We  ought  not  tp  diimiss  C.  I^^le  without  remarj^iog,  that 
his  reghnent  (according  to  the  General's  dispatches)  behaved  ex* 
tremely  well.  Charles  himself,  Bonaparte  adds,  **  dropped  his 
•word  In  diarging :  he  aligltled  to  recover  it,  and  was  happy 
enough  to  regain  his  seat  just  as  one  x>f  the  taos^  intiepid  of  die 
i^amelqucs  was  about  to  attack  him.''  We  cooclode  from  this, 
tli^t  he  escaped :  his  jrej^meot,  as  we  have  already  obsfrv^,  was 
^Ut  tp  pieces. 
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No.  XIV.     • 

Grand  Calre^  le  22  Thermidor^^^ 

Au  Citoyen  St.  Genier,  Dlrecteur  des  Messfgeriii 
Nationalise  a  Toulouse^ 

Mon  cher  P^re, 

Vpu^  dcyc^  etr^  en  peine  s\ir  Rion  sort^  }u$q\)'&  cc^ 
moment  nous  en  sommes  quittes  pour  dc  g^^ndes  f;^ 
tigues.  Nous  ^pmmes  ncialtres  du  Grand  Caire  depui^ 
quii\ze  jou|s.  Les  Mamelouks  sont  a  deux  journee^ 
d'ici.  Us  perdirent  deux  milles  hommes  dans  la  prin- 
cipale  affaire  que  nous  eumes  avcc  cux.  Le  Genera^ 
Bonaparte  est  a  leur  poursuite.  Dans  peu  j'cspere  dc 
vous  embrasser  ainsi  que  roa  mere. 

Apres  avoir  debarquee  a  Alexandrie*  nous  nous 
mimes  en  route  pour  le  Caire  sans  vivjes,  sanschevaux, 
et  avons  £t6  poursuivis  jusqu'ici  par  des  bandes  d'Arabes 
qui  etoient  a  cheval,  et  qui  nous  ont  harcel6$  singu* 
Uerement.  Au  moment  d'entreprendrc  cette  route,  le 
General,  voyant  qye  nous  manquions  de  tout,  nous  dit ; 
f  *  Lis  vertus  sont  pour  nous.** 

Dan$  une  batailie  sur  le  Nil,  les  Mamelouks  ont  pris 
tons  nos  effets  qui  etoient  embarques  et  nous  o;it  laisses 
comme  le  jour  que  nous  sommes  oe,  avec  ce  que  nous 
avons  sur  le  corps. 

Mamet,  ainsi  que  tons  les  officicrs  qui  ont  reste  ei^ 
France  sont  remplaces;  j'en  suis  bien  aise. 

Embrassez  ma  chere  mere,  &c. 

Saint  Genier. 
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TRANSLATION. 

,  .  Grand  Cairo  {Thermidir)^  August  gth^ 

Ta  Citizen  St.  Genier^  i^c.  at  Toulouse. 

My  dear  Father^ 

JL  ou  must  be  under  some  uneasiness  about  me.  UU 
(therto  we  have  got  off  pretty  well,  at  the  expenceo^ly 
of  amazing  fatigues.  We  have  been  masters  of  Cairo 
this  fortnight.  The  Mamelpucs  are  about  two  days 
march  from  us :  they  lost  two  thousand  men  in  the  last 
action.  General  Bqnaparte  is  in  pursuit  of  them.  In 
a  Uttle  while  I  hope  to  ^return  and  embrace  both  you 
and  my  mother. 

.  After  landing  at  Alexandria,  we'  set  out  for  Cairo, 
without  provisions  or  horses,  and  were  pursued  as  far 
as  this  place,  by  bands  of  Arabs  on  horseback,  who 
harrassed  us  in  a  terrible  manner.  Just  as  we  were 
setting  out,  the  General,  seeing  us  inwant  qf  every  thing, 
said  to  us  "  the  Virtues  are  on  our  side  !*'  * 

*  How  oft  has  the  indination  to  laugh  outright  at  the  absurdi- 
ties discoverable  in  every  part  of  this  Correspondence,  been 
checked  by  bitter  reflection  on  the  enormities  in  which  they  have 
usually  terminated !  the  durate  atque  expectaU  cicadas  of  Naevolus 
was  not  half  so  severe  a  taunt  on  the  miseries  of  his  follower^  as 
the  ill-placed  and  incongruous  exclamation  of  Bonaparte  to  his 
starving  army.  What  consolation  they  derived  from  it  does  not 
appear ; — ^but  if  the  reader  will  take  into  consideration  that  they 
were  just  come  from  the  slaughter  of  the  Alexandrines,  and  were 
immediately  to  enter  upon  that  of  the  Egyptians,  he  caonot  bi^t 
be  migtitily  struck  at  the  Allies  h#re  assigned  them. 
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In  an  engagement  on  the  Nile,  the  Mamclouca  car-, 
ricd  off  all  the  baggage  which  we  had  put  on  board  the 
flotilla,  and  left  us  a$  n^^  a#  w^  were  born,  with 
nothing  but  what  we  had  on  our  backs  ! !  !* 

M^<ns^>  «S  well  as  the  rest  of  the  officers  who  staid 
behind,  have  had  their  places  filled  up.    I  am  glad  of  it. 

Embrace  my  dear  mother  for  me. 

SjiiNT  Gbnier. 

•  -*  Here 'is  the  cxpfaiuition  of  a  circumstance  which  perplexed 
T^  ia  the  f[>nner'piiblicatioo.  Many  of  the  letters  complain  of 
fajiyihg  iost^fll  tbfireffe{ct$  qn  the  Nile,  white  none  of  them  in* 
form  \i»p  in  fWhi^  manner. ,  It  now  appears  that  the  Mameloiica 
were  completely  victorious  in  the  ei^;agement  near  Chebreiki* 
that  they  took  three  of  the  gun -boats,  which  they  plundered  of 
all  the  bagj^age,  arid  that  the  remaining  thfee  would  have  shirred 
the.saaie  fate,  but  for  the  -fortunate  arrival  of  the  army.  This  h 
further  confirmed  by  Brigadier  Dumas,  (No  xviii.^-and  t^Bs  W  kii 
,lhat  letters  in  t)iepiBelye9  of  litfl^or  o^'merit,  /naterijflly  assist  in 
Ailing  up,  and  perfecting  in  all  its  parts,  ^  eventful  hi^t^ry  of 
this  stupendous  expedition ! 

*  If  the  reader  wishes  to  see  how  this  afeir  is  treated  by  thii 
commanders  of  th^  flotilla,  let  him  tiirn  to  the  letters  of  Rear 
^Admiral  PfcrrSc,  and  Adjutant-General  Royth  First  Part^ 
ICos.  xlx,  aad^xiu 
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Np.  XV,. 

lu  Caire,  U  27  Thermidor. 
V Anoint  Lap us'e  i  sm%  OncU. 

Je  n'ai  re^u.auc^uDe  lettre  de  vqus  dcpuis  mon  depart 
de  Tqulony  mon  cher  oncle,  et  je  crains  bien  que  vous 
n'ayiez  refu  de  moi  aucune  nouvelle,  Je  juge  de  vot 
Inquietudes  a  iQOQ  egard,  par  les  bienfaits  dont  vous 
m'avez  comble ;  jugez  de  la  mienne  par  la  reconnois- 
tance  qu'ils  me  commandent. 

.  Cette  lettre  vous  parviendra  peut-Stre  \  un  de  mes 
ciamarades  la  pprte,  et  s'embarquera  sur  un  neutre* 
D'ailleurs  les  Anglais  vainqueurs  sont  cependant  assez 
maltraites  pour  ne  pouvoir  tenir  la  mer,  et  laisscront, 
j'espere  pour  quelque  terns  nos  communications  librcs. 
Avec  quelle  ardeur  nous  le  desirons !  depuis  quatre  mots 
nous  ignorons  ce  que  sont  devenns  nos  parents  et  amis. 
Nous  avions  laisse  la  Republique  entour6e  de  factions^ 
et  a  peine  quelques  gazettes  insignifiantes  nous  sont- 
elles  parvenues  \  tons  les  couriers  ont  ete  saists ;  presage 
|>ien  s^nistre !  le  seul  convoi  qui  portoit  Tallien  a  6t6 
fcspectc. 

Si  les  depeches  du  General  sont  parvenues,  vous 
^iirez  appris  que  je  suis  blessei  quoique  au  premier 
iponp  d*oeil  ma  blessure  est  assez  legere.  La  balle  a 
respecte  lalangue,  le  gosier^  les  vaisseaux  sanguins,  et 
j|a  ma^hoif p  gauct^e.    |^a  —  —  —  —  —  a  seule  6t8 
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fracturee ;  elle  Ta  cte  avcc  eclat,  mais  assez  heureusc-* 
picnt  pour  nc  pas  me  dcfigurer,     La  playc  va  a  mer-t 
veille,   je  puis  parlcr  et  j'espere  dans  quinze  jours 
ganger  autre  chose   qu^   de  Ifi   bouilliey   ou    plutot 
manger,  car  depuis  un  mois,  jc  ne  fais  qu'avale?-.     Lcs 
frhirurgiens  pretendent  que   les   eayx  de   Barege    me 
scront   nccessaires,    si    non   indispensables ;   je    crois 
qu*elles  me  seront  agreables,  et  je  serois  tres-dispos£ 
a  y  aller,  mais  comme  il  est  possible  qiie  Ic  malheureux 
combat  d'Aboukir  ne   rende  critique  la  position   4e 
Tarm^e,  et      —     —     —      —     —     —     —     — 

a  rinstant  de  la  cicatrice,  je  resterai :  mon  sort  sera 
lie  a  celui  de  Tafm^e,  quoique  j"y  serve  avec  pen,  ct 
bien  pcu  d'agremcnt,  ct  quoique  je  sols  bien  sur  qu'on 
ne  me  saura  mil  gr6  de  ce  sacrifice. 

La  campagne  que  nous  venons  de  faire  est  sans  con- 
trcdit  la  plus  p6nible  qu'aient  jamais  fait  les  Fran9ais. 
Nos  marches  forcees  dans  le  Desert  sous  un  ciel  brulant, 
sur  im  s^ble  plus  brulant,  encor^,  notre  iKsette  d^au 
pendant  cinq  jours,  de  pain  pendant  quinze,  de  vin 
pendant  trois  mois,  sans  cesse  au  bivouac,  exposes  a 
une  rosee  perfide  qui  aveugloit  les  imprudents;  tout 
ccla  est  bien  plus  terrible  que  les  batailles  et  les  sieges ; 
il  ne  faut  que  de  Pelan  pour  celles-ci,  il  faut  poui" 
Taufre  du  vyai  courage,  du  courage  de  tete  ct  d^^e. 

Nous  n'avons  eu  que  deux  batailles  et  trois  ou  quatre 
combats,  ou  plut&t  nous  n'avons  eu  que  deux  boucheries, 
Les  Mamelouks  n'avoient  que  de  la  brayourc,  nous  6tions 
instruits  et  disciplines.  lis  sont  vcnus  se  briser  sur 
nos  batajllons  quarres,  leur  imprudente  valcur  les  a 
fait  se  prccipiter  entre  deux  de  ces  masses  rcdoutabte 
pt  ils  y  ont  trouve  leur  tombe.  Vaincus  ct  sans  autre 
cspoir  qpe  ^e  sc  sauver,  ils  fuyent  avep  leur  bagagc* 
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Ut  oe  6ont  plus  a  craii>dre»  la  Constance  du  courage  ne- 
feauroit  etre  I'apanage  de  Pignorance,  elle  n'en  ppssede 
t}ue  Telan.  D'ailleurs,  quelques  forts  eleves  a  rentreo 
4u  desert  et  aux  debouches  de  la  Syrie  nous  garantissent 
d'ttux^  et  ensuite  ou  peut  se  recruter  ce  ramas  d'esclaves  i 

Les  Arabes>  Bedouins^  et  les  habitants  sont  aujourdhui. 
nos  seuls  ennemis. '  Les  premiers  sont  indestructibles ; 
voleurs  par  profession  et  par  institutiop  re^ue  de  race  en 
race,  il  seroit  plus  difficile  de  les  civiliser  que  de  nous 
jrendre  sauvages.  LrCS  liens  de  la  societe  leur  seroient  phis' 
penibles  que  les  fatigues  de  cette  vie  affreusey  que  Thabi-- 
tude  et  rignorance  les  empechent  de  trouver  horrible. 
On  ne  peut  que  les|i|loigner  et  Ton  y  r^ussira  en  ren-^ 
dant  le  pays  a  la  culture,  et  creusant  des  canaux  largeset 
profondsj  et  batissant  des  fortius,  de  distance  en  distance* . 
Quant  aux  habitants,  qtielques  tetes  de  Cheiks  les 
soumettront  bientot. 

L'Egyptc  ne  ressemble  en  rien  a  tout  ce  qu*eriont  dit 
hos  ecrivains.  Son  sol  est  fec6nd  mais  point  abondant ; 
la  nature  ne  demande  qu*a  produire,  nuis  c*est  un 
terrein  nud  et  presqu*inculte.  Ses  habitants,  degrad6a 
par  resclavage,  sont  retombcs  dans  I'etat  de  sauvages, 
et  n'ont  garde  de  la  civilisation  que  la  superstition  et 
rintolerance  religieuse.  Je  les  ai  trouves  parfaitement 
ressemblants  aux  nations  de  la  mer  du  sud  peintes  par 
Cook  et  Forster. 

En  un  mot  ce  pays-ci  n'est  rien  quant  au  present ; 
il  n'ofFre  que  de  grands  souvenirs  et  de  vastes  mais 
61oignces  cspe ranees*  II  ne  valoit  pas  la  peine  d'etre 
conquis  dans  I'etat  actuel  des  choses ;  mais  si  des  poli* 
tiques,  surtout  des  administrateurs  habiles,  §'en  occu- 
pf  nt  dix  ans ;  si  dix  ans  nous  y  employons  nos  soina  ct 
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tious  y  stcrifions  ses  revenus,  il  d^viendra  li  plus  httte 
Colonic  de  TEurope^  et  produira  de  grands  changC'* 
ments  dans  le  commerce  du  monde. 

Ou  sdnt-ils  ces  admihistrafeurs  ?  noiis  avons  id 
rhomme  capable  de  donner  ati  goQt  d*Egypte  la  pf€-» 
tniere  et  grande  iroptilsiony  mais  pas  un  capable  d'ad- 
ministrer,  quoiqu'en  ait  dit  la  bavarde  d6esse  •  •  •  •  Oh' 
combien  de  fausset  reputations  se  sont  faites  en  Italic^ 
et  que  de  pi6destaux  qui  resteront  sans  statues  I  d'ailleurs 
le  Franf  ais  dont  rimp6tuosit6  convenolt  pour  cette  con« 
quiitei  seroit-il  assez  patient  pour  attendre.  Toujours 
press^  de  recueilliri  laissera-til  miirir  dix  ans,  et  comme 
le  sauvage  de  Montesquieu,  ne  coupera-til  pas  I'arbre 
pour  avoir  le  fruit  i  les  premieres  mesures  me  donnent 
le  droit  de  le  craindre. 

Gurietix  se  porte  k  merveille  a  cette  heure ;  il  n^a 
eprouve  d^autre  maladie  qu'une  forte  dlarrhce ;  on  le  stir* 
charge  d'ouvrage,  et  d'un  ouvrage  blen  indigne  de  lui« 
On  ne  sait  pas  tirer  parti  de  son  talent,  et  Ton  utilise 
son  activite  en  la  profanant.  II  philosophe  d'un  bout 
dujour  a  Tautre  que  c'est  ici  le  cas  de  mcttrc  en  pra-* 
tique  ce  qu'll  a  lu  jadis  et  pense  depuis  I 

J'ai  jusqu'au  bout  de  ma  lettre  diffSrS  de  vous  parlef 
du  malheureux  Desna  ♦  *  *  ♦.  II  est  pris  par  les  Bedouinsi 
depuis  plus  d'un  mois,  et  depuis  cette  £poque  on  ignore 
ce  qu'il  est  devenu ;  ces  yoleurs  ne  Tauront  pas  tu6^ 
mais  s'il  a  ete  pr6seiite  aux  Mamelouks  il  est  perdu  ; 
sinon,  et  qu'il  ait  pu  resister  aux  fatigues  et  aux  mauvais 
traitements>  nous  Taurons  peut-etre.  Nous  nous  ac- 
crochons ,  tous  a  ce  brin  d'esperance;  mais  il  est  bien 
foible.  La  perte  d'un  camarade  est  ici  bien  sensible, 
mais  ^urtout  la  siennc.     Sa  franchise,  son  coeur,  et  se» 
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Setiticiients  m'avoient  inspire  pour  lui  ud%  amiti£  qu'il 
t>artageait/  C*etoit  le  seul  ami  de  mon  age  que  j'cusse 
ici.  Je  ne  tieiM  plus  mainteHant  qu'a  Gurieux.  La 
guerre  a  ete  bien  funeste  k  I'etat  major ;  il  n'y  avok 
plus  avant-hier  que  l^adjoint  en  etat  de  faire  le  service^ 
tout  a  ite  pris  et  tue,  quatre  ou  cinq  blesses*  Jamais 
hussards  ne  firent  un  service  pareil  au  ndtre,  meme 
lorsque  leurs  combats  6toient  en  Genes.  Je  me  rapelle 
d'une  vive  partie  de  plalsir  que  nous  fimes  cinq  sur 
la  plus  haute  montagne  de  Toulon ;  des  dnq  je  resto 
!seul! 

Le  camarade  qui  se  charge  de  vous  remettre  ou  <lo 
tons  faire  parvenir  ma  lettre,  est  le  citoyen  Veyssiere 
chef-d*escidron  au  i8^;  il  a  trente  ans  de  service  eflFectif^ 
et  sept  campagnes.  II  auroit,  par  consequent,  droit  a 
une  retraite,  mats  \ylesse  ici  et  ronge  par  la  pierre,  il  a 
voulu  rentrer  en  France.  On  lui  a  sottement  conseilla 
de  donner  sa  demissioui  il  I'a  fait,  elle  a  €t€  accepted* 
Neserroit-il  pas  possible  cependant  de  lui  faire  avoir  ou 
ifaretraite,  ou  nne  compaghie  dlnvalides?  je  vous  prie 
dy  employer  tbus  vos  efforts  et  votre  credit ;  vous  rendre^ 
service  d  un  des  plus  braves  et  des- plus  vaillants  tnili- 
taires  de  la  R6pub1ique,  qui  sort,  le  coeur  pur  et  lea 
mains  nettes>  de  la  revolution  et  de  la  guerre. 

Adieu;  je  vous  embrasse  de  tout  moncceur;  j'em- 
brasse  ma  tante ;  il  me  tarde  bien  fort  de  vous  revoir 
I'un  et  Tautre  t  je  Voulois  acheter  des  schals  pour  ellc ; 
m£s  la  caravannea  M  d^tournee  paries  Beys  et  le  peu 
qu'il  restoit  ici,  ont  ete  enlev6s  a  un  prix  fou ;  on  les 
achetoit  vingt-cioq  a  trente  livres,  et  ils  itoient  9$at% 
commune.  Je  serai  done  ridui|l  i  lui  porter  du  cgfiV 
Mocka. 
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Adieu ;  mes  respects  ^u  dtoyen  et  a  la  citoyenm! 
La  C6pede,  au  General  Clarke,  a  Brosuut,  au  General 
Servau,  &c*  Rappellez*moi  au  souvenir  de  Davignan^ 
Desages^  Decok^  Charles  Maroit^  Marecheski,  Sec.  &c; 

i 

Lacub'e; 


TRANSLATION. 


Cair$  (27/A  Thermidor)^  August  14* 
Adjutant^General  Laj^uee^  to  his  Vncle. 

1  HAVE  received  no  letter  from  you,  my  dear  uncle,* 
since  I  sailed  from  Toulon,  and  I  am  very  much  afraid 
that  you  have  received  none  from  me.  I  judge  of  your 
anxiety  respecting  me,  by  the  benefits  which  you  have 
heaped  upon  me ;  you  may  judge  of  mine  respecting 
you,  by  the  gratitude  they  demand  in  return* 

This  letter,  perhaps,  will  reach  you.  One  of  my 
comrades  is  about  to  embark  in  a  neutral  ship,  and  will 

*  This  uncle  of  Lacu^e  is  a  very  respectable  man.  He  was,* 
we  believe,  a  member  of  the  National  Convention^  and  is  at 
present  in  the  Counsel  of  Elders.  He  was  an  officer  under  the 
Monarchy,  and,  daring  the  legislative  Assembly,  President  o^ 
the  Military  Conunittee.  We  know  nothing  of  his  nephew.  If 
appears  that  he  is  a  man  of  abilities;  and  we  recommend  hif 
letter,  which  is  not  only  admirably  written,  but  full  of  important 
matter,  to  the  serious  consideration  of  our  readers. 
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take  charge  of  it.  Besides,  the  English,  though  vic- 
torious, are  too  much  disabled  to  keep  the  sea>*  and 
will  for  some  time,  I  flatter  myself,  leave  our  commu- 
nications open.  With  what  ardour  do  we  all  wish  it ! 
for  four  months  we  have  now  been  ignorant  of  what  is 
become  of  our  relations  and  friends.  We  left  the  Re- 
public surrounded  with  factions,  and  all  that  has  since 
reached  us  has  been  now  and  then  a  paltry  gazette! 
every  packet  has  been  taken  :  a  melancholy  presage  of 
our  fate !  that  which  brought  Tallien  t  is  the  only  one 
which  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape. 

•  The  fate  of  this  letter  is  the  best  refutation  of  this  assertion ; 
which  would  not  indeed  been  worth  noticing,  were  it  not  for  the 
opportunity  it  gives  us  of  making  a  short  remark  on  the  ignorance 
in  which  the  army  were  kept  respecting  the  engagement  of  the 
first  of  August.  That  we  had  conquered  could  not  well  be 
denied,  as  the  French  fleet  was  annihilated :  all  that  remained^ 
therefore,  for  fionaparte,  was  to  represent  the  English  fleet 
as  nearly  in  the  same  state.  This  he  did  not  &il  40  do  ;  and 
this  checked,  for  some  days,  the  murmurs  and  despondency 
of  the  army.  There  is  a  letter  from  one  of  these  deluded  people^ 
which,  after  mentioning  their  defeat,  concludes  with  assuring  his 
friend,  upon  the  authority  we  have  given,  that  the  English 
ships  were  unable  to  stir, — **  or,"  says  he,  "  reste  d  scavoir,  &c." 
Now  it  remains  to  be  seen  what  can  be  done  against  tAem,  by  the  vessels 
01  the  port  of  Alexandria p  (the  frigates  and  transports) — and  the 
writer  actually  buoys  himself  up  with  hopes  of  capturing  or  de- 
stroying them !  1 1  ^ 

t  The  Lodiy  which  had  nearly  shared  the  fate  of  the  rest.  In 
the  original  it  is,—"  the  packet  was  respected \**  and  just  below 
we  find  that  Lacu^e's  tongue  was  "  respected**'  This  is  sad  cant ; 
but  it  is  not  altogether  new,  for  we  find  a  curiou^  instance  of  its 
application  in  Vaillant.  "  A  tiger,  and  myself,"  says  he,  *<  met 
each  other  in  the  Desert.  The  noble  creature  surveyed  me,  while 
I  gazed  at  him  in  my  turn.  We  mutually  respected  each  other, 
and  passed  on  I 

Part  II.  K 
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If  the  Generars  dispatches  have  reached  France,  y«f 
will  see  that  I  am  wounded,  *  though  to  all  appearance 
not  very  dangerously.     The  ball  spared  my  tongue, 

throat,  blood  vessels,  and  left  jaw  :  the 1  only  was 

fractured,  or  rather  shivered  a  good  deal  ^  but,  happily, 
not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  disfigure  mc.  The  wound 
is  healing  fast.  I  can  speak,  and  in  another  fortnight 
hope  to  be  able  to  eat  something  beside^  broths;  I 
should  have  said,  able  to  cat  at  all ;  for,  in  truth,  during 
the  last  month,  I  have  only  been  able  to  swallow.  The 
surgeons  say  that  the  waters  of  Barege  will  be  neces- 
sary, if  not  indispensable  for  nje.  I  think  myself  that 
they  will  be  proper,  and  feel  a  strong  inclination  to  go 
there ;  but  as  it  is  probable  that  the  unfortunate  action 
pf  Aboukir  will  render  the  situation  of  the  army  rathi^r 
critical,  and  as  there  is  an  immediate  prospect  of  my 
wound's' cicatrizing,  t  I  will  stay.  My  fate  shall  be 
linked  to  that  of  the  army,  although  I  serve  with  little, 
indeed  very  little,  satisfaction  to  myself,  and  although  I 
am  perfectly  ^r^  that  no  one  will  feel  oUiged  to  me  for 
the  sacrifice.. 

The  campaign  which  we  have  just  finished,  is  indls^ 
putably  the  severest  in  which  the  French  have  ever  been 
engaged.  Our  forced  marche;s  in  the  Desert,  under  a 
burning  sky,  and  over  still  more  burning  ^nds,  our 
want  of  water  during  five  days,  of  bread  during  fifteen, 

*  lacu^e  U  not  mentioned  as  far  as  we  can  see  by  Bonaparte ; 
but  Berthier  speaks  of  him  as  having  been  wounded  at  the  same 
time  with  the  first  Conuiii$3ary  Sucy,  in  whose  galley  he  was. 
'*  l.'ad>oint  Lacu^e  a  ref  u  uoe  balle  dans  la  machoire,  Sec," 

t  Probably  right  jaw ;  but  the  word  i^  obliteraied. 

{  The  original  is  illegible  in  this  plaee ;  but  we«have  endea* 
vourod  tacomplete  the  senteiK?e. 
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tnd  of  wine  during  three  months ;  our  being  continually 
under  arms,  exposed  to  a  treacherous  dew,  which  blinded 
all  those  who  were  not  aware  of  it, — ^all  this  is  infinitely 
more  terrible  than  battles,  and  sieges.  A  little  enthu- 
siasm will  do  for  these, — true  courage  alone  for  th« 
other ;  courage  not  only  of  the  heart,  but  of  the  head 
and  the  soul. 

We  have  had  but  two  battles,  and  three  or  four 
skirmishes,  or  rather  we  have  had  but  two  butcheries  t 
the  Mameloucs  had  nothing  but  bravery  ;  we  had  dis- 
cipline and  experience.  They  rushed  on  to  dash  them- 
selves in  pieces  against  our  squared  batallions:  their 
unreflecting  valour  precipitated  them  between  two  of 
these  formidable  masses,  where  they  found  their  grave  f 
vanquished,  and  without  any  other  chance  of  safety 
than  flight,  they  retreated  with  all  their  baggage.  They 
are  no^  longer  to  be  feared ;  the  constancy  of  courage 
can  never  be  the  portion  of  ignorance,  *  which  has  no- 
thing but  its  enthusiasm  1  Besides,  a  feW  forts  erected 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Desert,  and  the  passes  of  Syria^ 
will  secure  us  from  their  attacks ;  and  then,  where  will 
this  horde  of  slaves  find  recruits  i 

The  Bedouin  Arabs,  and  the  natives  of  the  country, 
are  at  present  our  only  enemies,  t    The  former  are 

*  Our  philosopher  reasons  rather  maUi-propos.  He  has  prp*^ 
bably  discovered  long  before  this  time,  that  his  rhetorical  flourish 
wgs  a  mere  petitio  priDcipii :  thcignorance  of  the  Mamdoucs  still 
renudns  to  be  proved,  but  the  constwu^  of  tkeir  courage  n  no 
louger  a  question  with  the  miserable  reinajns  of  the  French 
army. 

t  lacu^e  seems  to  derive  consolation  from  a  circumsUnoe, 
which  would  have  thrown  any  other  man  into  despair* 

But  rojtfk  the  pretty  plan  of  getting  rid  of  Aose  "  enemies," 
K  2 
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absolutely  indestructible.  Robbers  by  profession,  and  by 
institutions  handed  down  from  generation  tp  generation, 
it  would  be  more  difficult  to  civilize  them,  than  to  bar- 
barise  ourselves !  the  bonds  of  society  would  be  more 
grievous  to  them  than  fatigues,  which  custom  and  igno- 
rance prevent  them  from  finding  disagreeable.  All 
that  can  be  done  is  to  keep  them  at  a  distance ;  which 
can  only  be  effected  by  cultivating  the  country,  digging 
wide  and  deep  canals,  and  erecting  block-houses  at 
short  distances.  With  respect  to  the  natives,  the  heads  of 
a  few  Cheiks  will  speedily  awe  them  into  Fubmission. 

Egypt  has  not  the  slightest  resemblance  to  what  has 
been  said  of  it  by  our  vi^rjters.  Its  soil,  indeed,  is 
fruitful,  but  there  is  little  of  it.  Nature  asks  only  to 
produce  ;  but  the  land  is  bare,^  and  ^mos^  uncultivated. 
The  natives,  degraded  by  slavery,  are  relapsed  into  the 
savage  state,  retaining  nothing  of  their  former  civiliza- 
tion but  superstition  and  religious  intolerance.  I  have 
found  them  resembling,  in  every  circumstance,  the 
islanders  of  the  South  Sea,  described  by  Cook  arid 
Forster. 

In  a  word^  this  country  is  nothing  at  present.  It 
merely  offers  magnificent  recollections  of  the  past,  and 

who  are  onfy  all  the  settled  people  of  the  country,  and  the  sur* 
rounding  Arabs,  who  are  as  invulnerable  as  the  harpies, 
non  vulnera.tergo, 
Accipiunt ;  celerique  fuga,  &c. 
What  they  cannot  do  with  the  sword,  however,  they  are  de-  . 
termined  to  effect  with  the  plough-share ;  and  all  the  sands  of 
£gypt  are  to  be  cultivated,  that  they  may  at  length  proceed  with 
tranquillity  in  the  great  work  of  colonization.    In  the  expressive 
figure  of  Solomon,  **  they  will  sow  the  wind,  and  reap  the  whirl- 
wind l'* 
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tasty  but  distant  hopes  of  the  future.  It  is  not  worth 
conquering  in  its  present  condition  :  but  if  statesman, 
above  all,  if  able  adniinistrators  should  undertake  the 
management  of  it  for  ten  years ; — if  for  the  same  space 
of  time  we  should  employ  all  our  care  on  it,  and  sacri- 
fice the  whole  of  its  revenues,  it  might  become  the 
most  valuable  colony  of  Europe,  and  effect  an  impor- 
tant change  in  the  commerce  of  the  world ! 

But  where  are  they, — these  able  administrators  ?  wc 
have,  indeed,  the  man  here  capable  of  giving  the  first 
strong  impulse  to  the  taste  of  Egypt,  •  but  not  a  soul 
equal  to  its  administration, — whatever  may  be  said  to 

the  contrary  by  the  babbling  Goddess.  —  — Oh ! 

how  many  false  reputations  were  acquired  in  Italy! 
and' how  many  pedestals  will  now  rest  without  statues ! 
Besides ;  are  the  French,  whose  impetuosity  was  well 
adapted  to  the  conquest  of  this  country, — are  they,  I 
say,  endued  with  sufficient  patience  to  wait  for  all  this  i 
incessantly  eager  to  pluck  the  fruit, — will  they  let  it 
ripen  for  ten  years  ?  and  will  they  not,  rather,  like  the 
savage  of  Montescjuieu,  cut  down  the  tree  to  have  it 

*  If  Laai^e  means  Bonaparte  h€re,  he  differs  from  us  toto 
coeK),  in  his  estimate  of  the  General's  politic^  talents.  We  think 
(and  we  judge  from  his  Italian  regulations)  that  Nature  never 
formed  a  man  less  capable  of  giving  what  the  writer  calls  **  the 
first  strong  impulse  to  the  taste  of  a  nation/'— unless,  indeed,  at 
be  the  ^*  taste  "  of  pillage  and  desolation.  But  lacu^e,  it  may 
be  urged,  might  have  some  other  person  in  view;->of  this  we 

<  can  say  nothing :  we  wish,  however,  to  press  this,  and  the  foU 
low  ing  paragraphs,  o^  the  readers'  most  serious  attention :  refer- 
ring them  for  what  is  said  on  the  want  of  "  able  admimstr»* 

tors,  &c."  to  the  Note,  p.  74. 
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the  sooner !  the  first  measures  which  have  been  takei^, 
give  me  every  reason  to  fear  it, 

Gurieux  is  perfectly  well  at  present ;  he  has  had  no 
other  complaint  than  a  violent  diarrhoea ;  he  is  over* 
burdened  with  business,  and,  what  is  worse,  with  busi- 
ness totally  unworthy  of  him.  Our  people  do  not  know 
how  to  avail  themselves  of  his  peculiar  talents,  and 
therefore  endeavour  to  turn  his  activity  to  account  by 
profaning  it.  He  philosophises  from  morn  to  night, 
and  has  ample  opportunity  of  putting  in  practice  what 
fie  formerly  read,  and  has  since  reflected  on. 

I  have  postponed  speaking  of  the  unfortunate  Desna 

■  ■■   ♦  to  the  end  of  my  letter.    He  was  taken  prisoner 

•by  the  Arabs  more  than  a  month  ago,  and  we  have  not 

heard  what  is  become  of  him  since.    These  robbery 


*  This  name  is  e£Fkced  by  a  blot.  We jnade  it  out  Desnattoy ; 
But  it  IS  more  pyobabty  Desnanoir^  who  is  mentioned  by  Des* 
fenettes,  Part  I.  p.  lof . 

The  French,  to  whom  these  letters  are  infinitely  dear,  and  by 
'whom  they  are  anxiously  and  universally  read,  will  perhaps 
fhank  us  for  this  scrupulous  attention  to  names,  that  have  litd^ 
in  them  to  interest  the  curiosity  of  our  countrymen.  They  will 
recognise  those  of  their  Withers,  brothers,  &c. ;  and  they  will 
inquire,  with  avidity  into  their  fate. 

Now  we  are  on  the  subject  we  will  just  mention,  that  in  a 
Ibrmer  letter,  we  found  one  inclosed  for  a  **  Citizen  Perrin, 
merchant  at  Sens,"  acquainting  him  with  the  4eath  of  his  son, 
prho,  as  die  writer  expresses  it,  par  le  ^tal  arr^t  du  destin 
devoit  pcrir  sur  le  Nil.  This  is  probably  the  first  intimation  the 
unfortunate  father  will  have  of  his  loss.  The  letter  abo  laments, 
in  the  most  feeling  manner,  the  general  want  of  news  firoiq 
France,  and  adds,  that  the  English  have  taken  twelve  of  their 
advice-boats. 
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have  certainly  not  killed  him  ;  but  if  they  have  given 
him  up  to  the  Mameloucs,  he  is  lost.  Shotild  this  not 
happen  to  be  the  case,  andhe  be  able  to  endure  fatigue 
and  harsh  treatment,  we  shall  probably  have  him  again. 
We  all  cling  to  this  thread  of  hope,  but  it  is  very  feeble ! 
the  loss  of  a  comrade  is  felt  very  sensibly  here,  especi- 
ally of  such  a  one  as  D .  His  numerous  good  qua- 
lities had  inspired  me  with  a  friendship  for  him,  which^ 
on  his  side,  was  wanrily  returned.  He  was  the  only 
friend  of  my  own  age,  that  I  had  in  the  army  ^  Gurieux 
is  now  all  that  is  left  me. 

This  campaign  has  been  very  fatal  to  our  staff.  The 
day  before  yesterday  the  Adjutant  General  was  the  only 
one  we  had  capable  of  going  on  duty,— -all  the  rest 
are  either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  Never  were 
hussars  engaged  in  so  severe  a  service  ;  no,  not  even  in 
the  first  Italian  campaign !  I  call  to  mind  a  niK>st  agreed- 
able  party  of  pleasure,  which  five  of  us  made,  before 
we  sailed  for  this  country,  on  the  highest  mountain  of 
Toulon.    Of  the  five,  I  only  remain ! 

The  person  who  has  engaged  to  deliver  or  send 
you  this  letter,  is  Citizen  Veyssiere,  captain  of  the 
1 8th.  He  has  served  thirty  years,  and  made  seven 
campaigns.  He* would  consequently  have  been  in- 
titled  to  retire  on  a  pension,  but  wounded  in  this 
country,  and  tortured  by  the  stone,  he  was  eager  to 
return  to  France.  Some  one  has  stupidly  advised  him 
to  throw  up  his  commi^ion ;,  he  has  done  so,  and  it 
has  been  accepted. — ^Would  it  not  be  possible  still, 
think  you,  to  get  him  his  pension,  or  a  company  of 
invalids  ?  I  beseech  you  to  employ  all  your  efforts,  and 
all  your  credit  in  his  favour.  You  will  render  an  es- 
sential service  to  one  of  the  bravest  officers  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136  coFiEs  or 

Republic,  who  retires  with  a  pure  heart  and  clean  hanck 
from  the  Revolution,  and  the  war ! 

Adieu. — I  embrace  you, 'as  well  as  my  aunt,  with 
all  my  heart.  I  can  scarcely  tell  how  much  I  long  to 
sec  you  both  again. — I  intended  to  have  bought  some 
shawls  for  my  aunt,  •  but  the  caravan  has  been  stopped 
by  the  Beys,  and  the  few  which  are  to  be  found  here, 
have  be^n  raised  to  a  most  extravagant  price.  Five  and 
twenty  or  thirty  livres  have  been  given  for  a  very  com- 

•  Wc  see  by  this  that  the  plunder  of  the  caravan  was  counted 
upon,  as  a  matter  of  certainty. 

It  is  impossible  to  think,  without  indignation,  of  the  coolness 
with  which  these  people  looked  forward  to  the  commission  of  the 
most  atrocious  acts,  as  things  of  course.  They  had  wasted  an4 
destroyed  the  fairest  part  of  Europe,  and  they  triumphed  in  the 
impunity  of  their  crimes. — But  there  was  an  ete  that  marked 
tlieml  they  were  abandoned  to  their  presumption,  and  they 
rushed  madly  pn  destruction. 

If  there  be  a  spectacle  wh|ch  ^aactioas  a  belief  in  the  visible 
interposhion  of  Providence,  and  "  jjustifies  the  ways  of  God  to 
man,"  it  is  that  of  Bonaparte  and  his  army.  The  man  who 
boasted,  and  perhaps  thought,  that  he  held  Fortune  in  chains ; 
the  legions,  whose  prowess  and  whose  enormities  struck  Italy  with 
terror,  and  confounded  the  powers  of  Germany,  are » now  the 
sport  of  a  weak  and  contemptible  rabble,— of  the  Arabs,  who  are 
scarce  numbered  amongst  civili:^  nations,  and  of  the  mob  of 
Cairo,  the  nK)st  brutified,  and  savage  in  the  universe  I  To  become 
tJie  slaves  of  these  outcasts  of  humanity,  to  serve  their  brutaf 
passions,  and  to  minister  food  to  their  just  vengeance, — to  live 
despised,  and  abhorred ;  to  die  unknown,  and  have  their  carcasses 
flung  to  the  dogs  and  vultures  of  the  country,  is  now  the  only 
fate  that  awaits  them  1  Who  does  not  see  in  this  humiliating  ca- 
tastrophe, the  operation  of  retributive  justice ;  and  v^hothat  sees 
it,  does  not  confess  with  the  moral  poet  of  antiquity, 

.  Nee  surdum,  nee  Tiresiam  quenquam  ease  Deorum ! 
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mon  one.— I  shall,  therefore,  be  under  the  necessity 
of  bringing  her  some  Moka  coffee  instead  of  them. 

Adieu  ^  my  respects  to  Citizen  Lacepede  and  his 
wife ;  to  General  Clarke,  Brostaut,  Servan,  &c.  Re* 
member,  me  to  Davignan,  Desages,  Dccok,  Charles 
l^afoit,  Mareqhesjd,  &c.  &c. 

Lacuss* 
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No.  XVL 

Grand  Cmire^  le  28  TbermiJory  mt  L 
Ju  Cstojin  MiOT. 

Tu  verras,  men  chcr  Miot,  par  la  date  dc  ccttc  Icttre, 
que  je  te  Tecris  vingt  jours  apres  celle  qui  est  dans  cc 
meme  paquet.  Tu  auras  vu  par  Ic  petit  mot  que  jc 
joignis  avant  men  depart  dc  cettc  ville-ci,  que  je  par- 
tois  pour  allcr  avcc  le  General  le  Clerc,  faire  une  ex- 
pedition sccrette,  qui  avoit,  comme  jc  Tai  su,  pour  but 
de  nous  emparer  de  la  caravane  de  laMccque,  qu'Ibra- 
him  Bey  avoit  saisie.  Elle  n'a  pas  reussi,  et  nous  avons 
perdu  dans  cettc  affaire  bien  des  hussards  a  chcval. 

Tu  rcconnoitras  facilcment  a  ma  vilaine  ccriture 
que  quelque  cause  doit  naturellcment  m'empccher  de 
conserver  ma  premiere  maniere.  Je  te  dirai  sans  trop 
t'^pouvanter,  que  cette  expedition  m'a  et6  tant  soit  pcu 
funcste,  puisque  j'ai  eu  le  bras  gauche  tcllement  mordu 
ct  abim6  par  un  chamcau,  qu'il  est  hors.  d'6tat  d'etre 
employe  pendant  un  mois.  Cet  accident  n'aura  pas  de 
suite.  J*ai  eu  ensuite  Ics  doigts  de  la  main  droite  en* 
donunages  de  maniere  a  ne  pouvoir  ecrire.  II  faut  que 
tu  saches  aussi  que  j'ai  perdu  mes  bagages,  et  que  je 
suis  reste  avec  une  chemise  sur  Ic  dos.  Ma  malic  etoit 
heureusement  arriv^e  au  Grand  Caire,  et  je  puis  reublir 
mes  pertes.  Jc  supporte  tres-philosophiqucment  mes 
malheurs,  qui  ne  sont  d'aillcurs  pas  bien  grands  ;  et  le 
plus  grand  de  tous  est,  et  sera  toujours,  de  ne  pouvoif 
Yous  voir  et  vous  serrer  dans  mes  bras^ 
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'  C*est  a  Sallich,  au-dela  de  Bilbis,  dernier  village 
Avant  d'entrer  dans  le  Desert,  que  nous  avons  appris  la 
triste  nouvelle  de  not  re  combat  naval ,  dans  lequel  noua 
avons  perdu  plusieurs  vaisseaux,  entr'autres  TOrient,  et 
TAmiral  Brueys  mort  d'un  boulet  de  canon.  Tu  dois 
bien  croire  combien  cet  €venement  rend  notre  situation 
embarrassante  dans  ce  pays ;  et  elle  enleveroit  l'esp6- 
rance  a  toute  Tarmee,  si  on  ne  connoissoit  pas  le  g€nie 
du  General  en  Chef  qui  la  dirige*  C'est  done  en* 
tlerement  sur  lui  que  nous  nous  reposons  du  scin  de 
no0s  tirer  du  pas  dans  lequel  nous  nous  sommes  en* 
gages.  Puisse  le  parti  qu'il  prendra  nou^  rapprocher  de 
potre  patrie !  Ce  pays  n'est  pas  fait  pour  nous. 

Adieu^  mon  cher  Miot,  je  t'embrasse  de  tout  mon 
(:oeur,  ainsi  que  toute  ta  charmante  famille,  et  la  bonne 
M 

Boyaty  qui  est  aupres  de  nioi  dans  le  moment,  me  prit 
de  t'assurer  de  son  attachement.  '  II  dit  bien  de  choses 
a  Josephine,  et  a  M  -^ — u  Si  tu  peux  me  faire  revenir 
n'oublies  pas  d'en  saislr  I'occasion.  N'oublies  pas  aussi- 
t&t  que  tu  auras  refu  cette  lettre,  d'ecrire  un  mot  a 
3ucy  pour  Tengager  a  me  ramener  avec  lui,  en  cas  od 
n  partiroit  d'lci. 

D'apres  ce  qiie  Boyat  m'a  dit,  il  n'y  paroissoit  pii 
dispose.    Adieu* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140  COPIES  or 


TRANSLATION. 


Grand  Cairo  f2%  Thermiior)^  August  15. 

To  Citizen  MiOT. 

xou  will  sec,  my  dear  Miot,  by  the  date  of  this  letter^ 
that  it  is  written  twenty  days  after  that  which  you  will 
find  in  the  same  packet.*  You  will  see  too,  by  the  ccjp- 
elusion  of  the  former,  that  I  was  then  on  the  point  of 
setting  out  with  General  Le  Clerc,t  on  a  secret  expe- 
dition, the  object  of  which,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  was 
to  seize  on  the  caravan  of  Mecca,  of  which  Ibrahim 
Bey  had  possessed  himself.  This  expedition  has  totally 
failed,  and  we  are  returned  with  the  loss  of  a  number  ot 
out  new  mounted  hussars. 

You  will  easily  discover  from  this  wretched  scrawl  of 
a  letter,  that  something  has  happened  to  prevent  my 
writing  as  usual.  I  will  briefly  tell  you  (to  save  unnc-* 
cessary  alarm),  that  this  expedition  has  been  a  little^ 

•  He  alludes  to  his  Letter  of  July  26th.     See  No.  IV. 

t  General  Le  Clerc  (as  we  should  have  observed  io  a  former 
letter)  is  much  in  the  confidence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to 
whom  he  is  related.  He  married,  we  believe,  immediately  after 
the  negociations  of  Leoben,  a  sister  of  Bonaparte's,  in  Italy,  ex-. 
tremely  pretty,  and  nick-named  for  her  silliness.  La  Princesso 
Folette.  Her  brother  made  her  a  present  of  500^0©  livres,  od 
her  weddlhg  day  I  This  is  the  lady  whom  Bonaparte  prevented 
from  seeing  the  opera  at  Bologna,  because  the  company  she  had 
chosen  to  attend  her  were  not  all  oi  the  fiist  consequence  I  It 
must  be  confessed,  that  this  equalizing  Chief  has  most  anstocrati-«> 
cal  ideas  of  rank  and  fortune ;  ideas  which,  in  a  Corsican,  and  a 
republican,  are  altogether  surprising. 
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and  but  a  little,  unfortunate  for  me ;  ^nce  I  have  had 
my  left  arm  so  torn  dnd  bruised,  by  a  camel,  that  1  shall 
not  be  able  to  use  it  for  a  month  :  there  is,  however  no 
danger.  By  a  second  accident,  I  had  two  of  my  right- 
hand  fingers  so, much  injured,  as  to  be  scarce  able  to 
hold  a  pen.  ' 

I  lost,  besides,  every  thing  I  topk  with  me,  except 
the  shirt  upon  my  back.  Luckily  my  portmanteau  had 
reached  Cairo,  so  that  I  shall  not  be  in  want  of  neces-, 
8aries.  I  support  my  misfortunes,  which  after  all,  are 
not  of  the  most  important  nature,  in  a  very  philosophi- 
cal style;  the  greatest  of  them  all,  however  is,  and 
always  will  be,  the  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  see 
you,  and  press  you  to  my  heart. 

It  was  at  Sallich,  just  beyond  Bilbls,  the  last  village 
before  you  come  to  the  Desert,  that  we  first  heard  the 
melancholy  news  of  our  naval  action^  in  which  we  lost 
a  great  number  of  vessels,  and  amongst  the  rest  the 
rOrient ;  and  had  Admiral  Brueys  killed  by  a  cannoni 
shot.  Yqu  riiay  easily  conceive  how  embarrassing  this 
event  must  render  our  situation  |n  this  country.  It 
wotild  deprive  the  army  of  ev^y  hope,  if  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  genius  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
It  is  entirely  on  him  then,  that  we  rely  for  the  care  of 
extricating  us  from  the  perilous  step  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  May  the  measures  he  may  take,  bring  us 
fearer  to  our  country !  Egypt  is  not  made  for 
vs. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Mtot ;  I  embrace  you  with  all  my 
heart,  as  well  as  all  your  charming  family,  and  \he  dear 
M . 

Boyat,  who  is  now  sitting  by  me,  begs  me  to  fissure 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ut  COPIES  OP 

you  of  his  attachment.  He  sends  his  respects  to  Jose« 
phine  and  to  M . 

If  you  desire  me  to  return,  let  slip  no  opportunity ; 
and  above  all,  do  not  forget,  the  instant  you  receive  this 
letter,  to  write  a  word  to  Sucy,  to  induce  hhn  to  take 
me  with  him,  in  case  he  has  any  thoughts  of  quitting 
this  country^ 

By  what  I  can  collet  from  Boyat*s  conversation,  he 
does  not  seem  disposed  to  do  it  at  present.* 

Adieu* 


*  Our  unfortunate  Savant  has  already  observed  (No.  IV.) 
Sucy's  reluctafnce  to  take  him  with  him  to  France.  Su^  himself, 
we  believe,  will  never  revisit  that  country ;  but  if  it  were  otber<* 
wise,  if  the  poor  man's  letters  had  rOcfoed  his  friend  Miot  in 
timei  and  if  Miot  had  employed  all  his  interest  with  the  First 
Commissary  ia  his  be)ialf»  we  are  persuaded  that  all  would  have 
been  iaeffectaal*  A  bomnisti  and  a  man  •£  sense  I  What  |Mre« 
tensions  has  be  to  be  one  of  the  chosen  few  who  are  to  be  per-* 
mitted  u>  return  }  No,  no,  his  fate  was  sealed  previous  to  his 
embarkation.  For  the  rest,  we  do  not  know  that  he  has  any  parti- 
Cnlar  reason  \(y  complain  ;  he  has  already  seen,  he  says,  many  of 
Irn  associates  fall  around  him  (see  his  former  letter),  and  he  rs 
sttitin  ezisteace].  oor  can  be  justly  Mame  tbe  Difectory;  for  H 
tliey  could  deliberately  consign  to  inevitable  destruq^on  moite 
than  forty  thousand  of  their  best  and  bravesit  troops,  to  whom., 
they  were  under  the  highest  obligation,  why  should  thqr  be  sup- 
posed to  interest  themselves  in  the  fate  of  this  whining  compound 
of  philosophy  and  war,  who  has  never  yet,  perhaps,  rendered, 
them  the  slightest  service  1  The  idea  is  too  absurd  to  be  dweh 
upon. 

When  Wt  observed  above  that  we  believed  Sucy  would  never 
revisit  France,  we  were  certainly  very  £ar  from  thinking  that  this 
was  already  a  matter  of  certainty.  We  have  learned,  since  the 
former  part  of  this  note  was  written,  that  he  was  on  board  the 
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Tesiel  which  ran  into  Candia^  where  he  was  put  to  death*  toge' 
therwith  most  of  the  passengers,  by  the  inhabitants. 

We  are  no  advocates  for  a  war  of  this  savage  nature ;  and  the 
resentment  with  which  we  speak  of  the  army  of  the  East,  or  of 
England,  proceeds  from  observing,  that  they  are  the  butchers^ 
not  the  bold  and  generous  enemies,  of  the  devoted  Bgyptians* 
With  all  this,  however,  we  wish  Sucy  had  fallen  in  some  other 
manner;  though  we  cannot  help  being  astonished  at  the  pre- 
sumptuous folly  that  could  lead  hint  to  throw  himself  and  his 
companions  into  the  iiancib  of  a  people  whom  they  had  so  grossly 
injured.  The  impunity  with  which  the  French  have  long  insulted 
and  trampled  on  the  poor  patient  nations  of  Europe,  has  em-* 
boldened  them  to  their  tkstruction :  they  have  at  length  found 
an  enemy  worthy  of  themselves  I 

We  know  not  whtrtif  r  the  writer  of  thift  letter  obtained  hi« 
wish  to  be  permitted  to  accompany  Sucy  in  his  flight.  If  he  did« 
he  doubtless  sliared  his  £site ;  it  is  more  probable,  however,  that 
he  did  not ;  and  in  that  case«  if  \  short  respite  (for  it  will  be  no 
more)  has  its  value  with  him,  "^ 

1 1  ■  ■   ■*  si  tami  vita dicrum 
Paucorura— — 
wt  may  venture  to  congratulate  kirn  on  the  obduracy  ^  the  First 
'Commissary* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144  OftlQIMAL   lETTIRS. 


No.  XVJI. 

Au  Caire,  le  29.  Thermtdor,  an  6- 

Au  Citoyen  Pistre,  demeurant  au  Bureau  du  Naulage, 
^uai  Vincent ^  No.  igg^  a  Lyon. 

J  E  saisis  avec  cmprcsscmcnt,  mon  chcr  ami,  Toccasion 
que  me  procure  un  de  nos  chefs  d'escadron  qui  se  retire 
par  demission,  pour  te  faire  parvenir  cette  lettre,  dans 
Tespoir  qu'elle  sera  plus  heureuse  que  celle  que  je  t'ai 
£crkp  d*Alexandrie  ;  la  fregate  qui  «n  etoit  porteur  ay- 
ant,  dit-on,  etc  prise  par  les  Anglais.-  Tu  as  sans  doute 
appri^y  qu'apres  uhe  navigation  assez  heureuse,  nous 
nous  etions  empares  de  lisle  de  Malthc,  et  que  de  la 
nous  avions  fait  voile  pour  TEgypte.  Nous  sommes  en 
eflet  arrives  devant  Alexandrie  le  i4Thermidor,  et  nous 
oous'en  sommes  egalement  empares  apres  une  legere 
resistance* 

Jc  nesaurois  t'exprimer,  mon  cher  ami,  Tetonnement 
que  j'ai  6prouve  en  entrant  dans  cette  ville,  jadis  si 
celebre^  dont  il  ne  reste  pas  la  moindre  splendeur,  et  ou 
on  ne  trouve  plus  que  les  vestiges  de  quelques  anciens 
monuments,  tels  que  la  Colonne  de  Pompee,  les  Bains 
de  Cl£opatre,  &c.  L'Alexandrie  modeme  n'est  plus 
qu*un  amas  de  baraques  de  terre,  formant  des  petites 
rues  fort  €troites,  d'une  mal-proprete  au-dessus  de  tout 
ce  qu'on  pent  imagioer ;  ce  qui,  joint  a  la  chaleur  exces- 
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sive  de  ct  tlthiat,  fait  qu'on  y  respire  tin  trds-mauvats 
air,  qui  y  amene  diaque  ann^e  la  peste. 

A-peine  coiQfnenfoit-elle  a  cesselr  ses  ravages^  lorsque 
nous  avons  abord£  ;  plusieurs  batiments  en  6toieiit  en« 
core  infested  dans  le  port,  et  j*a}  encore  vu  potter  en  terre 
des  etres  vivants  qui  en  ^toient  attaquds.  Je  t'avoue 
que  ce  spectacle^  joint  a  Tair  sttipide  et  farouche  des 
habitants  db  pays,  m'a  navre  le  cceur.  Je  me  suis  de- 
mande  a  moi^meme  comment  le  gouvernement  Fran<>* 
fois  avoit  fait  tant  d'eflfortSi  et  expose  une  alrm6e  de 
^uarante  milie  hommes,  pour  venir  soumettre  un  peuple 
si  feroce  et  si  abruti. . 

•  Tel  est^  fition  cher  ami,  la  question  qu6  je  me  suis 
faite  6n  mutant  le  pibd  sur  ce  tol  brdlant^  qui  ne  pr^- 
aente  detddtt&s.partb  que  des  deserts  immenses,  entiere- 
ment  d6poUrvu9  d*eau,  dans  req>ace  de  quatorze  lieues 
qtie  nou^  ai^ons  ttaversies' en  partant  d'Alexandrie. 

Apres  cette  cruelle  travers6e,  oik  le6  troupes  out 
beaucoup  souffert  de  Ia'chal«or  et  de  la  smf,  nous  notis 
somm^  ipproch€s  du  Kil>  dont  les  rives  sont  un  pea 
plus  f6condes,  mais  toujours  habitees  par  un  peuple 
egalement  ferouche.  Pendant  nos  trois  premieres  jour« 
n€es  de  marche,  nous  avont  continuellement  et£  FUivis 
par  des  Arabes,  ou  des  B^douins^  qui  sont  des  brigands 
a  chevaly  accoutumis  a  tivre  de  pillage,  et  qui  £gor- 
geoient  ceux  qui,  6puis6s  4e  sotf  et  de  fatigues^  ae 
pouvoient  suirre  la  cdonne* 

Nous  aioos  enfin  r^contjp6  les  Mameiouksi  qui  s^ot 
des.  troupes  que  les  Beys,  au  nombre  de  vingt-quatrequi 
gouvement  TEgypte  sous  leur  domination^  tirent  de  Cir- 
cassie  et  de  la  Geott^e,  et  tiennent  i  leur  solde.  Ces 
troupes  sont  toutes  montees  sur  d'excellents  cbevaux 
Artbcsi;  elles  onf  voulu  nous  charger,  mais  le  feu  de  la 

Part  II.  L 
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inousqUcteric  ^^jii  canQ!\  le9  a  bi^to^  disperses,  ct.fait 
retirer  jusqtie  scHis  lea  mtvs  de  Cwe,  ou  nous  sommes 
cntres  le  3  Thermiciorf  apre$  avoic  completteinent  bat^ 
tu  rcnnemi.' 

Je  croyoia  qu*en^rivant  dans  qekteville,  si  celebre  par 
son  conxipercc  .avecl'Indef  nous  y  trouverions  dc  tout 
rn  abondancey'  et  un  peuple  plus  civilis£,  mais  mon  at* 
tente  a  etc  tj-ompecj  et,  a  TexceptioD  des  Enrop6ens 
qui  y  s(mt  etablifii  le  peuple  y  isst  aussi  bafbare  et  aussi 
Ignorant  qu'a.Alcxandrie..  • 

D*aprcs  le  Icger^ipfpcx^u  que  je^tedopncde  T^gyptc, 
tu  peux  croire  que  I'atmee  n'est  pdint  <ontente  de  cetlc 
fixpedhioh  dans  un  pays  d0nt:,lQ$  moeui^y  la  ;>ouniturei 
^  la  chaipuTynefi^accommodeiitnullcmeiitavec  norre 
-mantere  de  viYr<^  en  Europe.  La  majeure  p4rtie  de 
.rjEtmee  est  attaqn^e  de  la  dyi6en^erie»  et  .quoique  vk- 
torieisaei  finirit  par  y  perir  piisetablement,  si  notre  gou- 
ivemeroent  p^siste  dans  se^  projetsambitieux*  Beaucoup 
d'officiera  donnetit  le^r  demi^opt  et  je  t'avoue  que  je 
iz  donnerois  egalement  si.  j'avpis  e^poir  de  trouver 
tjudqo'emplot  en  F^aiico;  itiaii  d6aue  de  resMurce^, 
41  faut  prendre  patience*  et'  attesdrjs-qiie  ks  ^jrfoemens 
apporteot  quelqiie  changensent  dans  la  .position  critique 
ou  nous  noUstroiivons.    .  / 

Hou$;no  .Savons  si  noKo.f^oUr  aera  long  dans  ces* 
iiouvelles.contreesy  et  si.noUs:porterons  .pins  loin  nos 
cbnqticte^  ;  mais  il  praroit  qu'on  est  disposi'  k  garder  le 
:pays>  car  on  y  a  dija  org^ise.des  municipaUtes.>  Une 
paniede  Tarmee  6st  a  ia  poucsuite  des^Mamekuks^et  je 
•crois  qu'oa  fera  toUs  tea  effi>fta  ttnaginables  pour  les  at* 
teihdre  avant  qu'iis  se  soient  retir^  dans  la  Syrie,  puis- 
qu'Us  ;se;aoBt  empares  de  la  canvanedes  Indes^  qu'ili 
etnmenenC  avec  euX|  ot  qui  est  un  objet  tres-precicux* 
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Adieu,  chcr  amJ,  donne  mol  de  tcs  nfltovelles,  dont  j6 
n'ai  point  re^u  depuis  celks  que  jc  re^us  a  Genes.  Bien 
des  compliinents  a  toute  notre  fanulle>  et  crois  moi. 

Ton  sincere  ami. 

PiSTRR. 


fc 


transLatiok. 

Caird  f  If)  ThermidorJ^  August  i6. 

'T9  diizeH  PlfitRii  ^  ibi  Bureau  du  Nouhge,  Vin* 
^  cenfs  Kejf  N9.  199,  Z/oAx* 

I  EAOBRLT  avail  mjs^fy  my  ieti  frlendy  of  the  op- 
portunity .aflFonkd  ne  by  bne  of  6ur  officers,*  who 
has  thrown  up  his  commission  and  got  leave  to  retire, 
to  write  you  this  letter,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be 
knore  fortunate  than  that  which  I  wrote  you  from  Alex- 
andria; the  frigate  by  which  it  was  sent  having  been 
taken  by  the  English. 

You  have  heard,  without  doubt,  that  after  a  very 
prosperous  navigation  ^^e  took  possession  of  Malta, 
from  whence  we  again  set  sail  for  Egvpt.    We  arrivel 

♦  Citizen  Veyssicre,  mcntidhcd  by  Lacti^c.*— See  hi*  letter  te 
hi»  uncle.  * 

La 
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before  Alexatid#(a  qn  the  ad  of  July,*  of  which  wc 
also  took  possession,  after  a  slight  resistance. 

t  want  Words,  my  dear  friendi  to  express  the  a^ionish-» 
ment  t  felt  on  entering  this  city,  once  so  famous,  but 
which  does  not  now  retail!  the  slighest  vestige  of  splen- 
dor, if  we  except  a  few  scattered  fragments  of  its  ancient 
buildings,  such  as  the  Column  of  l^ompey,  the  Baths  of 
Cleopatra,  &c.  Modem  Alexandria  is  nothing  mor6 
than  a  mass  6f  mud  barracks,  forming  a  nuit^ber  of 
little  narrow  lanes,  of  which  the  filthiness  is  beyond 
imagination,  and  whlch^  together  with  the  excessive 
heat  of  the  climate,  engendei's  i  kitid  of  stagnant  and 
putrifying  air,  annually  productive  of  the  plague. 

tt  had  not  intireljr  ceased  Its  ravages  when  we  arriv- 
ed :  many  of  the  ships  in  the  harbour  were  still  infected^ 
and  I  myself  saw  several  poor  wretches,  who  were  ill 
of  it,  carried  on  shore !  I  will  freely  confess  to  you, 
that  this  spectacle,  j(»ned  to  the  stupid  and  feroeious 
air  of  the  inhabitants,  cut  me  to  the  heart ;  and  t  said 
to  myself,  "How  could  the  Govbrkmsnt  ot 
France  make  such  extraordinary  kfforts^ 
and  expose  an  army  of  forty  thousand  mist 


^  In  tht  ofiginal  it  is  le  i4'th^rmidort  (the  ist  of  August.) 
The  French,  as  we  have  had  frequent  occasions  to  observe  in  the 
course  of  this  work,  are  very  far  from  bdng  perfect  in  their  new. 
fangled  calendar.  Their  Fnictidort,  and  their  Messidors^  thei^" 
rain  months,  and  their  snow  months,  are  strangely  out  of  their 
places  in  Egypt.  A  circumstance  which  has,  probably,  corrected 
{>y  this  time,  tht  ideas  of  some  o^  their  vagabond  Satans,  who  were# 
doubtless,  ill  amazement  at  fifst,  at  the  waywardness  of  nature, 
in  not  reducing  all  climates  to  the  climate  of  the  Great  Nation} 
and  still  more,  at  her  presumption  in  venturing  t«  dtViatt  fr«m 
the  calendar  o^a  Directory  and  tw«  Councils  I 
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TO  Dl^TRUCTION,  FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  STUfibUINO  A 
tET  OF  FIERCE  AND   BRUTIFIED  SAVA«Et.*' 

Such^  my  dear  fmnd,  was  the  question  I  put  to  my- 
self on  fifst  setting  foot  on* this  burning  soil;  which 
presents  nothing  k)  the  eye  but  immense  deserts,  utterly 
iJestitute  of  water ;  and  one  of  which,  extending  more 
than  forty  miles  in  )>readth,  we  q-ossed  in  pur  fifst 
march  from  Alexandria. 

After  this  dreadful  march,  during  which  the  troops 
suffered  prodigiously  from  heat  and  thirst,  we  reached 
the  Nile,  whose  banks  are  a  little  more  fertile,  but 
whose  inhabitants  ard  not  a  whit  less  ferocious  than  the 
Alexandrines.  During  the  three  first  days  of  our 
march,  we  were  continually  harrassed  by  the  Bedouin 
Arabs,  a  -sort  of  banditti  on  horseback,  accustomed  to 
live  oa  plunder;  and  who  cut  the  throats  of  all  those 
who,  exhausted  by  thirst  and  fatigue,  could  not  keep  up 
with  the  main  body, 

At  length  we  fell  Uy  with  thp  Mameloucs :  these  arc 
troops  which  the  Beys,  who,  to  the  number  of  twenty-  , 
four,  *  govern  Egypt^  draw  from  Georgia  and  Circasda, 

♦  This  again  is  taken  from  Salary  (fbs  ^f  never  get  oat  of  his 
track),  tnd,  though  repeated  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  many 
4of  tfaei^  kttets,  not  a  jot  more  correct  than  the  rest  of  his 
reveries.  v 

The  government  of  Egypt,  says  Niebnhr,  (who  in  one  page  has 
conveyed  more  real  information  on  the  subject,  than  is  to  be  found 
in  some  extensive  volumes),  is  vested  in  a  Bashaw,  representative  • 
of  the  Grand  Seignior ;  sometimes,  indeed,  neglected>  but  whom 
the  invasion  of  the  French  will  certainly  restore  to  all  his  influ- 
enctf  and  in  eighteen  Beys^-for  to  this  number  they  have  now 
been  reduced  for  many  years.  These  Be>'s  are  jiot,  as  is  com- 
monly supposed,  all  of  Christian  origin,  purchased  in  their 
el^ldho^di  an4  t>rDught  jis  slaves  to  Grand  Cairo ;  so  long  sinct 
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and  keep  in  their  pay.  These  people  arc.  all  mounted 
on  excellent  horses :  they  shewed  a  disposition  tctchargo 
US|  but  the  fire  of  the  musquetry  and  cannon  soon  com- 
as 17^2  (many  years  before  Savary  wj^s  in  Egypt),  five  of  them 
were  already  of  Mahometan  families ;  and  as  the  importation  of 
slaves  from  Mingrelia  and  Georgia  has  been  constantly  diminish- 
ing, it  is  very  prabable  that  the  greater  number  of  the  present 
Beys  are  of  the  same  description. 

It  has  been  also  thought,  that  the  military  strength  of  Egypt 
consists  merely  of  Sooo  M^meloucs:  this  too  i^  a  mistake* 
Travellers  may  have  been  led  into  it,  because  the  troops  are  not 
assembled,  exercised,  and  uniformly  cloathed,  after  the  Euro* 
pean  manner  5  but  every  Bey  has  his  particular  troops,  which 
consist  principally  of  his  vassals :  some  of  them  have  as  many  as 
aooo ;  dispersed,  iadeed,  about  the  country,  but  capable  of  bcin^ 
collected  at  the  first  signsd.  There  are  besides  many  regiments 
(such  as  those  of  Assart  Motasarr^t  Tsjpnian^  TiSMehcian,  &c) 
maintained  by  the  State.  The  number  of  Janissaries  too,'in  the 
pay  of  the  Porte,  is  considerable ;  and  as  most  of  the  oncers  liave 
possessions  in  the  country,  they  are  all  exceedingly  attached  to 
the  government.  If  to  all  these  are  added  the  hordes  of  Be» 
doulns,  whoee  assistance  may  be  easily  purchased  against  a  foreign 
enemy,  we  shall  find  that  Bonaparte  will  have  to  contend  not  only 
miith  more  troops,  but  with  far  more  formidable  one%  than  he 
had  probably  reckoned  oq« 

We  could  enlarge  with  pleasure  on  t^e  observatipna  of  tbia 
well-informed  traveller«^ut  we  forj^ar,  a«  this  note  is  already 
long,  and  as  we  have  a  point  to  settle  with  the  French  Reviewers 
of  this  Correspondence.  " 

In  the  First  Part,  we  took  the  liberty  of  expressing  our  surprize 
at  the  general  ignorance  of  the  **  Army  of  Eagland  ; "  or,  <•  of 
the  East,*'  respecting  Egypt.  This  appears  to  have  given  great 
offence. — How,  say  the  writers  of  the  Decade  Pkiloifcpkifuty  LxH* 
raire  and  Pciitt^,  **  how"  (we  omit  their  passionate  pream- 
ble), *'  can  people  who  have  never  been  in  a  distant  country, 
know  any  thing. of  it  but  from  the  accounts  of  travellers?** 
T)uf,as  a  general  remark,  may  be  very  welU  but  imfortunatdy 
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p^kd  them  to  retire  tinder  the  walk  of  Cairo  ;*  whkli 
we  entered  on  the  21st  of  July,  after  having  completely 
romed  them.  •  ... 

I  had  fluttered  myself  that  on  our  arrival  at  this  city, 
^  famous  for  its'cdknmerce  with  India,,  we  should  find 
every  thing  in  abun4aiice,  and  a  more  civilK&ed  people 
than  we  iiad  hitherto  met  with  ;  but  I  have  been'  cruelly 
di^ppointed.  With  thjS  exception  of  tbetEuropcant 
who  are  settled  here,  thf  inhabitants  aie  as  b&rbarous 
and  as  ignorant  aTithose'of  Alexandria.  *  1  > 
'  From  the  slight  iketdk  which  I  havB*givfen  you  of 
Egypt,  )rou  may  easily  ccmceive  t&at  the  army  is  by  do 
ineans  plea:sed  with  this  expedition,,  ta  af  tiiuiltry-  of 
^hich  the^usages,  diet,  and*  Recessive  hjeaty^e- totally* 
fepugnantfto  oar.  raaniier  of  Ivriiig  in  £&ropeA  llhe 
majorpart  of -the  army  is  labouring  uiider  a  diarrhoea ; 
and  AinhHOuoH  Victorious^  wit^L' terminate 

ITS    CARBfiR    BY    PERISHIilO    MISERABLY,!!?   6V^ 

it  )K|s  nmhifig  tb4o  With  f he  point  irt  dispute.  Oimsufp'^ize  was 
occasioned,  as  the  critics  mim  |urae  ^en,  by  oioelnriag,  that  in 
a  case  where  it  imported  them  so  greatly  to  collect  the  best  infoj^- 
niation,  not  ^a'tQi^  in,  the  ,afmy,  nor  in  the  long  train  of  Savons 
y9hk\\  followed  ft,  should,  as  far  as  appears,  have  extended  his 
inquiries  beyond  the  jejune  pages  of  Volney  and  Savary, — when^, 
besides  the  earlier  and  fuller  works  of  their  own  countrymen,  the 
judicious  histories  of  Sandys,  Sliaw,  Pocock,  Norden,  Niebuhr 
(himself.an  -Jiost),  and  a  Quo^bgr  of  otl^r^  ^lay,  ^.  it  were,  im- 
.incdiatcly  m^^cr  their  hand^l  ,  ,  r        .         ^ 

£nough  for  the  present.— If  we  return  to  thp  ji«wKe  Pkilosor 
phique^  which  is  not  improbable,  >v^  shall  have  ample  opportuni- 
ties of  shewing,  with  what  contempt  of  truth  its  conductors  treat 
the  "enlightened  peopU*  of  I' ranee,"  and  with  what  a  daring 
disregard  of  reputation  they  wilfully  misrepresent  the  mos^ 
obvious  fai:ts# 
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GovEiNumrt  persists  iv  its  awbitious  pto<t 
JBCTS.  Many  officers  afc  throwing  up  thcfr  comoiis* 
sions ;  and  I  freely  confess  to  you,  that  I  would  also 
throw  up  mine,  if  I  had  the  least  prospect  of  obtaining 
any  thing  in  France ;  but,  deprived  as  I  am  of  every 
resource,  I  must  persevere,  and  patiently  wait  to  see 
what  change  events  may  bring  about  in  our  present 
critical  situation.  * 

We  do  not  know  whether  we  shall  stay  in  these  new 
regions,  or  carry  our  conquests  farther.  To  judge  from 
fippei^rances,  this  country  will  be  kept ;  for  our  pe<^le 
mre  already  engaged  in  organizing  some  municipalities. 
A  part  of  the  army  is  in  pursuit  of  the  Mameloucs.  I 
imagine  every  possible  e6brt  will  be  made  to  come  up 
with  them  befcnre  they  elect  liieir  retreat  into  Syria ; 
BECAUSE  they  hav^  got  possession  of  the  caravan  from 
India,  which  they  are  carrying  with  them,  and  which  is 
ao  object  of  the  utmost  importance  and  vailve, 

Ad{eu,  n^y  friend.  Let  me  hear  from  you,  which  i 
have  not  done  since  I  left  Qeaoa.  I  tKfg  my  comfdW 
fpen^s  fo  all  our  family,  and  remain, 

Vour's,  mpst  sfncerely, 

f^STItE.*} 

f  We  do  not  know  Kstre^s  rank  in  the  army.  He  writes  ex* 
tremely  well,  and  his  letter  if  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the 
whole  coHectfoni^ 
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Nb.  XVIII. 


Ju  Catre,  Cdpltale  de  rEgypte,*fartie  tTAfriqu^, 
h  2g  Thermidor. 

\)tsuas^  Brigadier  de  la  Compagnie  Not.l.  4 h  Qifjim$ 

Cb^re  Min^ 

Tb  VOU5  ecris  la  prisente  pdur  voutiofenner  de  Tdtaf 
de  ma  8|tuatkMi»  qui  n'est  pas  des  meilleures.  Nous  som* 
mes  dans  un  pays  extr€mement  chaud,  bu  on  ne  trouve 
point  de  vin,  pas  m£ine  du  pain,  si  nous  n'eusslons  con* 
stniit  des  fours,  except^S  des  mauvaises  galettcs  que  nous 
ne  pouvons  inanger  et  dont  ae  nour rissent  les  habitans 
du  pays. 

Je  vous  dirai  que  dans  ce  pays,  il-y-a  dixsept  ans 
qu'il  n'y  a  pas  tomb£  d*eau.  L'Egypte  serait  inhabita-' 
ble  si  ce  n'etait  le  Nil  qui  est  le  nom  du  fleuve  qui 
d6borde  fous  les  ans,  et  arrose  tout  ce  vaste  pays.  La 
peste  y  est  tres-commune ;  le  peuple  y  est  barbare; 
|eur  dieu  est  Mahomet,  ils  n'en  connoissent  pas 
d'autres.  Dans  cette  ville,il  y  a  soixante  mille  Chr£- 
fiens,  et  le  nombre  de  ses  habitans  monte  a  un  mil- 
lion qui  sont  tres-tranquilles,  et  qui  aimenf  assez  Jes 
jPran^ois. 

Nous  avons  march6  cinq  jours  sans  trouver  Tennemi. 
)x>rsqiie  nous  euip^  j^int  le  Nil^  x)o^s  trouvames  une 
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ilotille  armee,  qui  s*etait  detachee  de  notre  escadre,  dont 
line  grande  partie  de  la  cavalerie  a  pied  s*est  embarquee 
dojit  j'en  etois  du  nombre ;  c'ctoit  le  24  Messidor,  que 
nous  cmbarquames.  Le  General  Bonaparte^  donna 
ordre  au  commandant  de  la  flotill^  de  prendre  Tayance 
sur  I'armee,  ce  que  noiis  fimes. 

Le  25  Messidor  a  cinq  heures  du  matin,  nous  appcr- 
(umes  les  ennemis  au  nombre  de  dix  milles,  tous  a  cheval 
qui  cotoyoient  le  Nil,  ct  avoieijt  cinq  chaloupes  can- 
nonnieres  qui  le  suivoient  pas-a-pas:  a  six  heures  le 
Cbtnb&t  s^engagea.  Apr6s  quatre  heures  de  combat,  lesf 
cinq  chaloupes,  qui  avoilent  fait  un  feu  terrible  sut 
nous  vinrent  a  Tabordage  nous  fumes  obliges  d'abandon- 
ncr  nos  chaloupes,  et  nous  sauver  du  cdte  ou  I'ennemi 
avoit  le  tnoin^  4eSi  forces  e  une  demi^hcMre^  apres  notre 
armee  nous  joignit,  et  chassa  i'eno^ncu ;  Atoos  repxime^. 
no^  chaloupes,  H  }%  victoire  fut  aMicHis.  ^ 
.  De  la  Dous  all^mes  f  refl(  4u  Owe*  Pu  ^qu$  ayons  eu 
une  batailie  tt^^sangUnte,  4am.  laqw^lje;  le$  Mame«- 
louks  ont  perdu  trois  niillehopitP^y  et i)qu$ n'avons  pas 
perdu  cinquante  hommes,  ce  qu'il  ne  vous  sera  pa4 
aise  a  croire.  Autre  chose  de  aouveaUji{ipus..sQma)ies 
mattre;  de  toute  la  basse  Egypte; ..  On  pretend  que  Kni^' 
peu  de  jours  nous  retourneron^  en  France^ 

Adieu,  chere,  mere,  grande  mere«  soeurs  et  beaux 
freres ;  je  finis  en  vou3  embrassant  toivs  du  profond  de 
mpncoeur; 

.         ,  DuMAt^ . 
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TRANSLATION, 

Cairo f  the  Capital  of  Egypf^  ii^fAfrica,^ 
(29  Thermidor)j  August  16/A. 

pUMAS,  Brigadier  of  the  Company  No^.i,  to  the  femaU 
Citizen  Di/MAS. 

Dear  Mother ^ 
1  HIS  comes  to  inform  you  of  the  state  of  my  situa- 
tion, *  which  is  far  from  being  of  the  best,— We  are 
in  a  cotintry  extremely  hot,  where  we  find  no  wine, 
ghd  what  is  more,  no  bread  (if  we  had  not  built  ovens 


*  We  should  apologize  for  troublii^  the  reader  with  Ihe  cor* 
fcspondence  of  Brigadier  Dumas^  were  it  not  that  his  letter, 
absurd  as  it  is  in  other  respects,  gives  the  fullest  account  of  the 
defeat  of  the  French  flotilla  on  the  Nile,  which  has  yet  come  to 
our  hands.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  for  Dumas  could 
have  no  tenptatiooy  evei)  though  lie  might  have  the  ability 
(which,  poor  roan  1  was  far  from  being  the  case),  to  describe  a  ' 
defeat  that  never  happened ;  and,  besides,  as  wc  have  already 
remarked,  it  is  the  only  possible  way  of  accounting  for  the  loss 
of  the  officers'  baggage. 

There  is  yet  another  circumstance  in  this  letter  worth  metition- 
ing;  and  that  is,  the  report  spread  in  the  arroy  of  a  speedy  return 
to  France.  Since  it  had  reached  Dumas  it  must  have  been  very 
general,  for  we  do  not  give  him  credit  for  much  active  inquiry ; 
and,  in  this  case,  it  strikes  us  as  a  matter  of  singular  iihportance. 

Unlike  Italy  in  every  respect,  Egypt  presented  no  temptations 
to  the  cupidity  and  licentioiisness  of  the  troops,  and  the  idea  of  a 
longer  residence  in  it  was  therefore  beeome  intolerable  tolhem^ 
To  allay  this  impatience,  the  General  seetns  to  have  thrown  out 
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for  ourselves),  except  a  wretched  kind  of  flat  cake, 
which  we  cannot  eat ;  and  on  which  the  natives  of  tho 
country  subsist. 

I  must  inform  you,  that  it  is  full  seventeen  years  since 
any  r^in  fell  in  this  country.  Egypt  would  be  quite 
uninhabitable,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Nile,  which  is  tho 
name  of  the  river  that  overflows  annually,  and  watery 
all  this  immense  country.  The  plague  ts  very  common 
here ;  the  people  are  barbarians ;  their  God  is  Maho* 
met — they  know  no  others ! ! !  In,  this  city  there  arc 
sixty  thousand  Christians :  the  whole  of  its  inhabitants 
are  T^\(med  at  a  million ;;  they^are  very  tranquil,  an() 
appear  (nighty  fond  of  the  French, 

We  marched  five  days  without  meeting  the  <5ftcmy.  , 
When  we  reached  th^  Nile,  we  found  an  armed  flotilla 
which  had  been  detached  from  our  squadron ;  apd  on 
which  a  great  number  of  dismounted  cavalry  (of  whidi 
I  was  orit)^  inunedtately  embai[]cc<} :  this  was  on  the 
1 2th  of  July.  General  Bonaparte  ordered  the  com* 
manner  to  move  fopYafd,  ^  ^  to  precede  ^  army  i 
which  we  did. 

The  13th,  at  five  in  the  morning,  we  perceived  the 
enemy,  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand,  all  mounted  \ 
marching  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Nile^  and  supported 
by  five  gun-boats,  which  followed  their  movements. 
At  six  the  action  began.  Aft^r  a  contest  of  four  ^oufSj^ 
th^  five  gun-boats,  which  had  kept  up  a  terrible  fire  on 


a  hope  of  their  leaving  the  country ;— an  expedieiit  whrdi,  with^ 
all  due  deference  to  hit  judgment,  we  conceive  to  be  as  dan* 
gerout  as  it  was  wicked :  for  as  it  neither  could,  nor  was  ever 
meant  to  be  rtalized»  it  must,  in  the  event,  have  exasperated  ^ 
%eling  it  was  intended  to  remove^ 
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lyUr  dotUla,  boarded  us.  We  were  obliged  to  abandon 
our  vessels^  and  flee  to  that  part  of  the  bank  where  the 
enemy  had  the  fewest  troops.  About  half  ah  hour  after, 
our  land  forces  came  up,  and  drove  thetn  back.  \Ve 
then  recovered  our  vessels,  and  victory  declared  in  ouf 
favour ! ! ! 

From  thence  we  marched  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cairo,  where  we  had  a  very  bloody  battle,  in  jrhich  th<i 
Matpelou(^s  lost  three  thoiisatid  men,  ahd  we  did  not  lose 
fifty — a  thing  which  it  will  be  rather  difficult  for  yOu  to 
Relieve !  Another  extraordinary  circumstance !  we  arc 
masters  of  all  LoWer  Egypt.     It  Is  strongly  re-» 

PORTED  THAT  WE  SHALL  RETURN  TO  FraNCE  IN 
A  FEW  PAYS. 

Adieu,  dear  mother^  gr^dittother,  sisters,  ahd  brO^ 
«her-in-taw.  I  conclude  with  embracing  you  all  with 
the  utmost  tenderness^ 

DUMAS^ 


i\>  this  letter  is  subjoined  a  short  note  to  a  Mons.  Sarrausoh^ 
whom  Dmnas  terms  his  honoured  Gmciuyat,  The  note  itself  is 
nothing ;  but  it  concludes  with  a  trait  of  niinute  politeness,  wcl} 
worth  preserving.  Dumas  had  begun  on  what  we  should  call 
the  wrong  side  of  the  papdr,  and— But  take  it  id  his  own  words, 
(*  Excuses,  si^  j'ai  nud  tourn^  la  feuill^,  xiik  pcu  de  distraction  eii 
^st  la  caust  I" 
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AuCairf^leioThihnidor^ah^* 

DEZlt.AD)  Maricf^at  ide  lo^is  au  i8*  Regiment  de  Dra- 
gonsi  a  la  Citoytme  Adeline,  ^  Marseille* 

Ma  ch?re  Amii^        i 

J  Erprofite  de  la  c(Uih<&odit<e  duCitoyfen  Vcyssicrc,  Chef 
d'Eicidronde  notnr  r^gknenf >  qui  palt  aujourd'hui  poul* 
France,  ^our  tc  donner  de  mes  nouvelles,  c't  en  meme 
terns  pout  te  renouveller  de  nouveau  le  serment^  que  jc 
t'ai  SI  soutent  fait  de  t'aimer  jusqu'  a  la  mort.  Oui,  jc 
te  le  rcpetc  encore,  et  -tt  n'jr  a  pas  un  moment  depuis 
poiT^  malheureuse  separation,  que  CU  ne  sois  pr£sente  a 
mesyeuxy  et  que  je  n 'actable  de  baiserstbn  cher  por- 
triiit.  Otii,  chcre  Adeline,  si  tu  m'alme  comme  tu  me 
Tas  toujours  temolgri^e,  je  te  jure  que  noiis  finirons 
ensemble  nos  jours,  Helas  I  quand  arfivera-t-il,  Theu- 
reux  moment  d'une  reunion  si  desiree  ? 

Depuis  que  nous  sommes  en  Egypte,  Tarmee  ne 
cesse  de  soufFrir.  Les  grandes  fatigues  que  nous  avons 
eprouves  dans  le  D6sert,  la  grande  chaleur  du  soleil  qui 
faisoit  sortir  le  feu  de  la  terre,  d6pourvus  absolument 
de  vivres,  obliges  de  marcher  continuellementj  tout  cela 
est  'Cause  qu'il  est  mort  beaucoup  de  volontaires  qui 
tomboient  de  f<Mblesse  roides  sur  la  poussiere* 
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Nous aVo0$  eu.plusieurs  fprtef  V^taiiles  avec  le^  K^ 
hielouks,  qui  ont  toiijours  6te  bal^s.  Je  tc  dirai  qji'  i 
la  derniere  affaire  j'al  eu  mon  <cbtval  blesse.  ., 

Je  te  prie  de  dire  mille  choscs  hoonetes  a  Doui^ 
Dis-lui  qu*il  n*ait  jamais  la  foibl^sse  de  Vembarqoeif 
pur  venir ,  dans 'CC/ raaudit  pay.s.^,  Tu  .  lui.diras  kjuc 
j*€nvie  beaucoup  soasort.  ,,    i,  ,; 

.  Je  irnisy  nja  ^uce.ami^i  en  t'epabmssant  iniile  foi^i 
ct  crois  ropl  pour  la  vie,  .  . .  ••  * 

*  '    '  •  .      . .  Ton*  fidel  ami.    .  */   ' 

D£Z],RA0« 


TRA>»8LATlON.    * 


'    ;-  Qiird,  August' vjthi 

ClEiiRAD,  garter  Master  to  the  lith  Regiment  of 
Dragoons  J  t<i  the  female  Citizen  Ade^linb,  at  Mar^ 
stillis. 

My  dear  Love^ 

1  AVAIL  myself  of  the  departure  of  Citizen  Vcyssierci 
Commodore,  of  our  regiment,  who  quits  us  this  morn- 
ing for  France,  to  send  you  a  letter,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  renew  the  vow  which  I  have  so  often  made,  of 
loving  you  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life^  Yes,  I  re- 
peat it  once  more — theit  has  not  been  an  instant  since 
our  unhappy  separation;  that  you  have  not  been  present 
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to  m]r  vieWy  and  that  I  have  not  co¥ctci  yoixt  deaf  poN 
trait  with  kisses.  Yes,  Adeline !  if  jrou  love  me,  as  yotr 
have  always  sworn  you  did,  we  will  finish  oiir  days 
-together.  Alas !  when  will  the  happy  moment  arrive 
of  a  reunion  so  desired  ? 

Sincd  we  haV<  been  in  Egypt  we  have  done  nbthing 
but  suffer.  The  immense  fatigues  which  we  expe^ 
rienced  in  the  Desert,  the  prodigious  heat  of  the  ^uny 
which  sets  the  very  ground  on  fire,  the  absolute  want  of 
food,  and  the  necessity  of  continual  marching,  have 
carried  oflF  a  vast  number  of  Volunteers,  who  dropt 
down  dead  at  our  feet  from  mere  exhaustion. 

We  have  had  several  severe  contests  with  the  Mame* 
loucs;  whom  we  have  always  defeased.  In  oiir  last 
affair,  I  had  my  horte  wpunded. 

Say 'a  thousand  things  for  me  to  Douxs  tell  him 
never  to  have  the  weakness  to  take  shipping  for  this 
infernal  country  i  and  add^  that  I  envy  his  good  fortune 
exceedingly. 

I  <U>ncIude,  my  love,  with  embracing  you  a  thousand 
times.     Believe  me. 

Ever  faithfully  your's. 

Dezibad# 
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No.  XX. 


Au  CairCy  le  V  FructidcfVy  an  6. 

C.  Fabreoue,  au  Citoyen  Fabregue^  Aide'Commissairij 
d  bord  de  la  Frigate  la  Mantoue,  d  AUxandrie. 

^  E  saisis  Toccasion  qui  se  presente  pour  te  donner,  mon 
cher  frere,  de  mcs  nouvelles.  J'aurois  cm  en  rc9cvoir 
dcs  tiennes  depuis  long  terns,  mais  j'cn  ai  attendu  vainc- 
^ent  jusqu'  a  ce  jour.  Je  souhaite  que  ta  sante  soit 
dans  un  parfait  etat ;  jusqu'a  present  je  ne  puis  me 
plaindre  de  la  mienne^  malgre  les  privations  de  toute 
espece  et  les  fatigues  continuelles  que  nous  6prouvons 
dans  le  Nil,  ou  nous  sommes  raalgr6  cela  obliged  de  nous 
battre  contre  les.  Bedouins  et  les  Arabes  des  rives  du 
Nil,  que  nous  sommes  dans  le  cas  de  parcourir  avec  nos 
avisos.     Je  ne  me  serais  jamais  attendu  a  faire  une  navi- 

•  gation  aussi  penible  avec  nos  petits  batiments ;  quelqu' 
idee  qu'on  s'en  fasse  on  Ji'approcbera  jamais  de  la 
verite  ;  mais  puisque  nous  ne  pouvons  rien  changer  » 
notre  destination,  je.  dis  Vogue  la  galere,  et  je  nage. 

Je  viens  d'ecrire  a  mon  epouse;  j'espere  quetu  ne 
n6gligeras  pas  d'en  faire  autant,  pour  la  rassurelr  sur  ce 
qu'elle  pourroit  craindre  de  la  suite  du  combat  de 
notre  escadre,  lorsque  cette  nouy^Ue  sera  parvenue  i 
Toulon. 

Part  II.  M 
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Vous  etes,  sans  doute,  mieux  a  meme  de  savoir  Ics 
details  de  cette  affaire,  et  puisqu'il  y  a  une  poste  etablie 
d'Alexandrie  au  Caire,  je  te  prie,  en  me  donnant  de  tes 
nouvelles,  de  nous  instruire,  Tami  Fouque  ou  moi,  de 
ce  qu'il  en  a  ete,  et  de  notre  position  actuelle. 

Les  Mamelouks  ont  absolument  fiii  loin  de  leur 
domaine ;  ils  sont  partie  dans  les  Deserts  et  partie  dans 
le  Sahir,  et  ne  peuvent  pas,  je  crois,  retourner  sur  leurs 
pas  de  sitot.  Nous  avons  cependant  a  reduire  encore 
les  Arabes  Bedouins  qui,  se  joignant  aux  habitants  des 
villages  du  Nil,  nous  obligent,  de  tems  en  terns  a  nous 
battre  ;  mats  Tavantage  est  toujours  pour  nous,  ct  nous 
serons,  autant  qu'il  sera  possible,  tranquilleS  sur  leur 
revolte,  par  les  mesures  que  Ton  va  employer  contrc 
eux. 

L'ami  Fouque  et  moi  te  prions  de  dire  bien  des  choses 
aux  amis^Ferrat,  Morel,  St.  Andre,  &c.  de  votfe  bord. 

Je  finis  par  t 'engager  a  me  donncr  plus  sou  vent  de 
tes  nouvclles,  et  de  te  rappeller  que  nous  sommes  ici 
c.>mme  en  exil,  pour  nos  pcches  sans  doute ;  mais 
patience ;  —  lorsqu'ils  seront  expies,  nous  irons  en 
Paradis,  et  ce  lieu  pour  moi  n'est  autre  que  ma  bastidc 
de  Toulon,  ma  fcmme,  mes  enfans,  et  toi  que  j'aimerai 
toujours.     Adieu  ;  je  t'embrasse  et  suis  pour  la  vie, 

Ton  tcndre  frere, 

C.  Fabregue.  • 
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TRANSLATION. 

Cairo  [ist  Fructidor)y  August  i8/i. 

^0  Cih'zenT?ABUi^Gu^y  E^tra^Commhsary,  on  hoard  the 
Frigate  la  Mantoue,  at  Alexandria. 

I  EMBRACk,  my  dear  brother,  the  present  opportunity 
of  writing  to  you.  I  have  been  in  expectation  of  hear- 
ing from  you  a  long  time,  but  have  been  hitherto  dis- 
appointed. I  hope  your  health  continues  good ;  I  have 
yet  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  mine,  notwithstanding 
the  privations  of  every  kind,  and  the  continual  fatigues 
which  we  experience  on  the  Nile,  where  we  are  ob- 
liged, in  spite  of  our  exhausted  condition,  to  contend 
with  the  Bedouins  and  Arabs  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  as  often  as  we  have  occasion  to  pass  up  or  down 
in  our  advice-boats. 

I  never  expected  to  engage  in  so  toilsome  and  danger- 
ous a  navigation,  with  such  vessels  as  ours.  Whatever 
ideas  you  may  form  of  it,  you  will  never  approach  the 
reality  ; — but  as  reflection  will  not  change  my  destiny, 
I  can  only  say,  Vogue  la  gale  re,  et  je  nage, — Push  for- 
ward! luck  is  every  thing. 

I  have  just  written  to  my  wife  ;  I  hope  you  will  not 
ibrget  to  do  the  same,  to  remove  her  apprehensions 
respecting  the  consequences  of  the  defeat  of  our  fleet, 
when  the  news  reaches  Toulon. 

You  are,  doubtless,  more  likely  than  we  are  to  be 
M  2  i 
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acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  that  affair:  and  since 
there  is  now  a  regular  post  established  •  between  Alex- 
andria and  Cairo,  I  beg  that,  when  you  write  next  t« 
our  friend  Fouque^  or  me,  you  will  inform  us  how  it 
actually  was,  and  what  is  the  true  nature  of  our  pre- 
sent situation. 

The  Mameloucs  haVe  absolutely  fled  far  firom  their 
domains; — they  are  partly  in  the  Deserts,  and  partly  in 
the  Said ;  and  will  not,  I  imagine,  be  in  any  great  hurry 
to  return.  We  have  still,  however,  to  reduce  th« 
Bedouin  Arabs,  who  join  themselves  to  the  people  of 
the  country,  and  compel  us  from  time  to  time  to  come 
to  action.  The  advantage,  it  must  be  confessed,  is 
always  on  our  side ;  and  the  measures  we  are  now 
taking  will  secure  us,  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  from  their 
revolt. 

Fouque  and  I  beg  you  to  remember  us  to  our  friends, 
Ferret,  Morel,  St.  Andree,  &c.  on  board  your  vessel. 

I  conclude,  by  intreating  you  to  write  to  me  more  £re- 

•  Fabreguc'f  notion  of  the  atabliskmm  of  a  **  regular  post," 
is  rather  singular.  It  appears  from  his  own  letter,  that  the  advice- 
boat^  were'consuntly  attacked  by  the*  natives  in  their  passage  to 
Rosetta ;  and  we  know,  from  equally  good  authority,  that  fron 
thence  to  Alexandria,  they  are  exposed  to  still  greater  dangers, — 
to  the  bore  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  to  ourcruizers,  which 
it  is  ahnost  impossible  they  should  escape.  Of  this,  amongst  a 
thousand  instances,  the  fate  of  the  letter  before  us  is  a  convincing 
proof. 

The  request  to  be  informed  of  the  real  sute  of  the  action  of 
the  1st  of  August,  is  natural  enough ;  for  it  appears  from  Bona- 
parte's address  to  the  army,  which  has  been  given  in  all  our 
papers,  that  though  he  did  not  expressly  say  that  the  English  had 
gained  the  day,  he  insinuated  pretty  broadly  that  the  French  hadf 
att  lost  it. 
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qucntly  than  you  have  hitherto  done ;  and  to  call  to 
mind^  that  we  are  here,  as  it  were,  in  exile, — ^for  our 
sins  undoubtedly.  But  patience !  when  they  are  expi- 
ated, we  shall  enter  into  Paradise ;  and  Paradise,  for 
me,  is  neither  more  nor  I^s  than  my  country  house  • 
at  Toulon,  my  wife,  my  children,  and  yourself,  whom 
I  shall  always  love. 

Adieu ;  I  embrace  you,  and  am  ever  your  affection- 
ate brother, 

C.  Fabrboue. 

*  Baaide  in  the  original ;  which  is  the  name  given  to  those 
little  seats  which  abound  so  much  in  the  south  of  France,  parti- 
f  ul^u-ly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marscillesi  Toulon,  &c 
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No.  XXL 


Au  ^artier  CinSmi  du  Cairt^ 
U  V  Fructidorj  an  6. 

BoKAPARTEy  General  en  Chef^  au  Contre-amiral  VlL- 
LENEUVE^  d  botddu  Guillaume  Tell,  a  Make. 

J*Ai  rcfu,  Citoycn  General,  la  Icttre  que  vous  m'avea 
ecrite  en  mer  a  dix  lieues  du  cap  de  Celidonia.  Si  I'on 
pouvoit  vous  fairc  reproche,  cc  seroit  dc  ne  pas  avoir 
mis  a  la  voile  immediatement  apres  que  I'Orient  eut 
saute,  puisque  depuis  trois  heures  la  position  que 
TAmiral  avoit  prise,  avoit  ete  forcee  et  entouree  dc 
tous  cotes  par  Tennemi. 

Vous  avez  rendu  dans  cctte  circonstance,  comme  danj 
tant  d'autres,  un  service  esscntiel  a  la  R6pnblique,  en 
sauvant  une  partie  de  Tescadre.  Les  Contre-amiraux 
Gantheaume,  Ducheyla  sont  a  Alexandrie,  ainsi  que 
tous  les  matelots,  canoniers,  soldats  de  Tescadre,  soit 
blesses  soit  bien  portant,  tous  les  prisonniers  ayant  ete 
rendys. 

Les  deux  vaisseaux  le  Causse,  et  le  Dubois,  sont 
armes  ainsi  que  les  fregates  la  Junon,  TAlcestc,  la 
Minion,  la  Carrere,  et  les  autres  fregates  Venitiennes. 
Vous  trouverez  a*  Malte  deux  vaisseau;c  et  une  fregate. 
Vous  y  attendrez  Tarrivee  des  trois  vaisseaux  de  guerre 
Venitiens  et  de  deux  fregates  qui  doivent  vcnir  de 
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Toulon.     Vous  ferez  vos  dffbit^  ct  tout  ce  qae  vous 
'  crarez  neoessaire  pour  nous  Ics  faire  passer. 

'  Men  ptojdtcst  de  re^nit  les  trois  vaiseeauk  ijue  nous 
avons^a  AficxMe,  celui  ^ue  dous  avons  a  Cocfdu,  et  les 
deux  que  nous  avons  a  Alexandrie,  dans  le  port  d'Alcx- 
aildrie|>  afin  de  pouvoir  contehir  a  tout  €y6neinent  I'es- 
cadre  Turqut,  et  de  t^her  ensuite  a  noqs  joindre  avec 
les  $ppt  V^sseaux  que  vous  vous  trouverez  avoir  alors 
sous  vos  ordresy  dont  la  principale  destination  dans  ce 
moment  ci  .est  de  favorkser  le  passage  des  convob  qui 
nous  arriveront  de  France. 

Je  donne  ordre  au  General  Vaubois  de  vous  foumir 
cent  Fran9ois  par  vaisseau  de  guerre  de  plus,  afin  de 
pouvoir  avec  ce  renfort  mieux  cont^nir  votre  Equipage 
que  vous  dompletterez  de  tous  les  matelots  Maitais  que 
vous  trouverez  4 

Je  vous.  salue  et  vous  compli mente. 

Bonaparte; 


TRANSLATION. 


Head  ^uartirSf  Cairo  (ist  Fruct/ii&r)^  August  i%th. 

Bonaparte,  Commander  in  Chiefs  to  Rear  Admiral 
VlLLENEUVK,  on  hoard  the  GuiUaume  Tell,  at 
Malta,^ 

1  HAVE  received.  Citizen  General,  the  letter  which 
you  wrote  me  at  sea,  ten  leagues  from  Cape  Celidonia. 

.    •  On  the  cover  of  this,  and  the  tv.o  follouing  letters,  was 
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If  it  were  possible  to  find  fault  with  you,  it  nrast  be 
for  not  having  put  to  sea  immediately  after  the  blowing 
up  of  the  L'Orient ;  since  the  position  which  the  Ad- 
miral had  taken,  had  then  been  forced,  and  completely 
surrounded  for  more  than  three  hours  by  the  enenHy. 

You  have  rendered  in  this  circumstance,  as  well  as  in 
many  others,  an  essential  service  to  the  Republic,  by 
preserving  a  part  o(  the  fleet.  The  Rear  Admirals, 
Gantheaume  and  Ducheyla,  as  well  as  all  the  sailors  and 
soldiers  of  the  fleet,  whether  wounded  or  not,  are  at 
Alexandria ;  all  our  prisoners  having  been  restored. 

-  The  two  ships  of  the  line,  Le  Causse,  and  Le  Du- 
bois, are  manned  and  armed,  as  are  the  frigates,  the 
Junon,  the  Alceste,  the  Minion,  the  Carrere,  and  all 
the  other  Venetian  frigates.  You  will  find  at  Maka 
two  sail  of  the  line,  and  a  frigate ;  and  you  will  wait 
the  arrival  of  three  Venetian  sail  of  the  line,  and  two 
frigates,  which  are  coming  from  Tbulon.  You  will 
make  every  effort,  and  do  whatever  you  think  necessary 
to  bring  us  the  whole. 

My  plan  is  to  unite  the  three  vessels  which  we  have  at 
Ancona,  and  that  at  Corfoii,  with  the  two  we  have  in 
the  port  of  Alexandria,  *  that  we  n^ay  be  enabled,  at 

written,  "  Pacquei  contenant  Us  dipichts  du  General  en  Chif^  pour 
MalUf  a  etrejette  a  la  mer  en  cas  de  rencontre  del* ennemi.**  Packet^ 
containing  the  dispatches  of  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  far  Maltaf  to  be 
thrown  into  tie  sea  in  case  of  Jailing  in  with  the  enemy. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  activity  of  our  seamen  baffled  the 
General's  precautions.  , 

*  The  first  thought  that  occurred  to  us  on  reading  this  most 
important  letter  was,  that  Bonaparte,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  oc- 
cupations, had  totally  forgot  there  was  such  a  people  as  the 
English  in  the  world.    He  arranges,  we  see,  the  departure  and 
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all  events,  to  keq>  the  Turkish  squadron  in  check  ; 
and  then,  to  make  an  attempt  to  form  a  junction  with 
the  seven  vessels  which  ymi  will  by  this  time  have  under 
you ;  and  of  which  the^  chief  concern  at  present,  is  to 
favour  the  passage  of  the  packets^  ttc.  which  will  be 
dispatched  to  us  from  France. 

I  send  an  order  to  General  Vaubois  to  supply  you 
with  a  hundred  additional  French  troops  for  each' ship 
of  war :  this  re-inforcement  will  fully  enable  you  to 
keep  your  crews  in  order ;  *  these  you  will  raise  to  their 

arrival  of  his  marine  forces,  with  as  much  facility  as  if  4here 
were  no  obstacles  to  their  movements.  He  condescends,  indeed, 
to  mention  the  Tufkish  squadron,  which,  at  the  time  he  wrote, 
was  not  at  s^a,  but  of  the  English  squadron,  which  had  just 
destroyed  his  own,  which  held  him  closely  blocked  up,  and 
which  rode  in  undisputed  sovereignty  from  one  end  of  the  Me- 
diterranean  to  the  other,  he  takes  not  the  slightest  notice. 

When  we  found  in  the  letters  of  Le  Pere,  and  others,  a  hope 
expressed  that  the  English  would  return  to  Gibraltar,  Sec.  we 
passed  it  over  as  one  of  those  involuntary  reveries  in  which  the 
mind  sometimes  indulges,  in  spite  of  better  knowledge.  But 
now  that  we  see  the  "  Commander  of  the  army  of  the  East," 
not  only  take  up  the  same  absurd  idea,  but  act  upon  it,  as  if  it 
were  a  reality,  we  confess  that  we  want  language  to  express  our 
astonishment. 

We  have  frequently  heard,  and  from  very  respectable  autho- 
rities, that  the  merit  of  Bonaparte's  Italian  campaigns  (such  as  it 
is]  should  be  attributed  to  Berthier.  A  few  such  letters  as  this 
before  us,  would  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  for  it  is  scarcely 
possible  that  a  man  so  totally  devoid  of  consideration,  as  he  here 
appears,  should  ever  be  fit  for  any.  tiling  but  a  partizan;  for  a 
desperate  conductor  of  a  desultory  war,  for  an  active  and  intrepid 
leader  of  a  horde  of  Cossacks ! 

•  This  looks  as  if  there  had  been  some  mutiny  on  board  the 
Guillaume  Tell,  subsequent  to  the  engagement.  We  believe 
there  was  once  a  design  of  surrendering  the  ship  to  Lord  Nelson, 
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full  t}otnplement,  bj  taking  ^I  the  Maltese  sailors  yon 
can  find. 

I  salute  joHf  and  send  you  Dfiy  compliments. 

BONAFARTE. 

whether  on  the  part  of  the  officers*  or  crew,  is  uncertsdn; — this» 
however,  we  csin  say,  that  in  either  case  it  was  not  prevented  by 
Villeneuve,  who  is  totally  unworthy  of  the  praises  lavish^  Q^ 
him  by  Bonaparte. 
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Au  ^artier  General  du  Caire,  U  4.  Fructidor,  an  6, 

BoNAPARTte,  General  en  Chefyau  CitapnM^VAftDf 

Commissaire  Ordonnateur  de  la  Marine^  d  Malte. 


J 


E  vois  av6c  plaisir,  Citoyen  Commissatr^y  par  votre 
lettre  du  15  Theftnidor,  qu6  le  Dcgo  et  la  Carthaginoise 
sont  prets  a  partir.  A  Thcure  qu'll  est  le  Contre-amiral 
Villeneuve  aura  mouillfi  aved  son  escadre  dans  le  port 
At  Malte.  J*esperc  aussi  que  vous  travaillerez'avec  la 
plus  gi*ande  activite  a  ramiement  du  ttoisi^me  Vwsseau, 
et  qu*aVint  iin  mois  il  pourra  augmenter  I'esdadre  dc 
rAmiril  ViTleneuvfe.  Je  vous  prie  dcmettre  dans  cette 
circonstarice  plus  de  zeie  et  d'activif e  que  dans  toutc 
autre.  ' 

J'ai  ecrit  en  France  pour  qu'on  vOus  fit  passer  cent 
miHe  francs,  et  j'^cris  au  General  Vaubois  pour  qu  11 
yous  aide  de  tous  ses  moyens.  J'espere  que  vous  serez 
blentot  joint  par  Te  reste  de  vos  vaisseaux  qui  sont  a 
Toulon, 

Faites  nous  parvenir  par  toutes  les  occasions  des 
Twuvdlcs  de  France.  Les  petits  bateaux  qui  longent 
la  cote  d'Affirique  doivent  pouvoir  arriver  sans  difEculte* 

}e  vous  salue, 

Bonaparte. 
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TRANSLATIOK. 

Htad  Quarters,  Cairo  {4  Fructidor),  August  7,1^ 

Bonaparte,  Commander  in  Chitfy  to  Citizen  Menard^ 
Commissary  if  the  Marine j  at  Malta. 

I  SEE  with,  pleasure.  Citizen  Commissary j>  by  your 
letter  of  the  2d  instant,  that  the  Dego^*  and  the  Cartha^ 
ginoise,^  arc  ready  for  sea.  .  By  this  time.  Rear  Ad- 
miral Villeneuve  will  have  anchored  with  his  squadroa 
in  the  port  of  Malta,  I  flatter  myself  too,  that  you 
will  apply  yourself  to  the  equipment  of  the  third  vessel, 
an4  that  before  the  expiration  of  a  month,  it  will  be  in 
a  condition  to  augment  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Ville- 
neuve. I  intreat  you  to  use  more  zeal  and  alacrity 
in  this  instance,  than  in  any  other. 

I  have  written  to  France  for  an  hundred  thousand 
livres  for  you ;  and  I  am  now  writing  to  General 
Vaubois  to  exhort  him  to  assist  you  with  every  thing 
In  bis  power.  I  hope  that  you  will  soon  be  re-inforced 
by  the  ships  at  Toulon. 

*  Two  six^*fours,  belonging  to  the  Maltese,  which  the 
French,  as  Rear  Admiral  Perr^e  says,  have  confiscated  to  the 
profit  of  the  Great  Nation.  The  latter  vessel  seems  to  have  re- 
tained its  original  name,  but  the  former,  we  see,  has  been  nidc- 
named  |»y  the  modest  <<  hero  of  Italy,"  after  one  of  his  eariy 
'  victories. 
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lyet  slip  no  opportunity  of  sending  us  neVtrs  from 
France.  The  small  vessels  which  ply  along  the  coast 
cff  Africa  might  reach  us,  I  should  think,  without  dif- 
ficulty. 

I  salute  you, 

BONAPARTB. 
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Au  ^artier  General  du  Cairty  U  4  Fruciidor^  an  6^ 

Bon  APART£>  General  en  Chefy  au  General  Divisionnair^ 
VAifBOis,  a  Malte. 

4t  est  itidispensablcy  Citoyen  General,  que  votisfour- 
nissiez  a  rAmiral  Villeneuve  tout  ce  qui  lui  sera  neces- 
saire,  soit  en  approvisionement,  soit  en  garnison,  soit 
en  matelots^  pour  mettre  en  etat  les  deux  vaisseaux  et 
deux  fregates  qu'il  a  avec  lui. 

Les  communications  sont  extremement  difficiles ;  je 
n'ai  point  re^u  de  lettres  de  vous,  mais  je  compte  assez 
$ur  votrc  zele  pour  doutcr  que  la  place  de  Malte  ne  se 
trouvc  dans  le  meilleur  etat,  et  que  vous  n*employerez 
tons  vos  moyens  a  nous  captiver  le  peuple,  et  a  nous 
faire  parvenlr  toutes  les  nouvelles  qui  pourroient  vous 
nrriver  de  France. 

Bonaparte^ 
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TRANSLATION. 

Head  Quarters y  Cairo  (4/*  Fruclsdor),  August  ai# 

Bonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief,  to  the  General  0/  • 
Division,  Vaubois,  at  Malta. 

JThere  is  an  absolute  necessity.  Citizen  General,  for 
your  supplying  Admiral  Villeneuvc  with  every  thing 
necessary  (whether  provisions,  troops,  or  seamen),  to 
enable  him  to  fit  out  the  two  sail  of  the  line,  and  the  two 
frigates  which  he  has  with  him. 

Our  communications  are  extremely  difScult.  I  have 
received  no  letters  from  ypu.  I  have  too  much  confi- 
dence in  your  zeal,  however,  to  doubt  for  a  moment> 
that  the  fortifications  of  Malta  are  in  the  best  condition, 
or  that  you  will  not  make  use  of  all  the  means  in  your 
power  to  attach  the  people  *  to  us,  and  to  'expedite  all  , 
the  intelligence  which  may  reach  you  from  France. 

Bonaparte. 

•  In  the  original,  captiver  Ic  peuple.  Sweet,  says  the  poet,  are 
the  uses  of  adversity !  the  insatiate  spoiler  who  spared  nothings 
human  or  divine,  at  Malta ;  who  stripped  the  poor  of  every  re- 
source, plundered  the  granaries,  emptied  the  magazines,  seized 
the  public  treasures,  nay,  the  public  curiosities,  * 
Pocula  adorandae  rubiginis,  et  populorum 

Dona,  vel  antiquo  positas  a  Re^e  coronas 

Who  stripped  the  churches  of  their  ornaments,  the  houses  of 
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individuals  of  their  little  plate,  and  wh«  carried  the  wantonness 
of  insult  and  outrage  so  far  tis  to  steal  the  archives  of  the  island ; 
(useless  to  him  in  every  respect)  the  insatiate  spoiler,  we  say, 
since  his  reverse  of  fo.rtune,  is  becomcf  tender  and  hunlane.  His 
thoughts  turn  to  the  people  whom  he  injured  in  the  filll  tide  of 
prosperity,  and,  trembling  for  the  consequences  of  his  perfidy 
and  his  guilt,  he  writes  a  whining  admonition  to  his  officers  to 
**  attach  them  to  him  by  every  means  in  their  power  I" 

Hypocrite  I  what  means  of  attachment  did  you  leave  to 
the  troops,  whom  your  avarice  exposed  to  the  just  vengeance  of 
an  injured  nation  ?  every  thing  which  the  Maltese  regarded  with 
reverence  or  love,  you  took  with  you,  or  sent  to  France;  nay, 
such  was  your  unbounded  rapacity,  that  of  the  treasure  you 
found  in  the  Church  of  St.  John,  you  did  not  leave  Vaubois  a 
single  day's  pay  for  the  garrison,  who,  to  this  hour,  have  had 
no  other  resource  than  public  and  private  plunder  I 

Attach  the  PBOPtEl-^No,  the  people  are  not  stocks  and 
stones  i  they  will  oot  always  be  robbed  with  impunity;  nor  will 
they,  unless  by  compulsion,  kiss  the  hands  yet  reeking  with  the 
blood  of  their  wives  and  children.— Attach  thbm  1— No,  your 
repentance  and  your  insidious  kindness  come  too  late.  Before 
your  fleet  had  well  lost  sight  of  the  coast,  the  people,  stung 
to  nmdness  by  their  wrongs,  rose  up  as  one  man,  cut  off  hundreds 
of  their  oppressors,  and  are  at  this  moment  waging  fierce  and 
inexorable  war  against  those  who,  protected  by  numerous  for* 
tresses,  have  hitherto  found  means  to  retard  the  sure  approaches 
9f  captivity  or  death  I 
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No.  XXIV. 

Jlexandrhy  c*e  12  Ffuctidory^an  6. 

A  la  Citoyenm  Descorches,  Rue  d'Anjouy  No.  929, 
Fauxbourg  Honorif  i  Parist 

HiNCORE  une ;  peut-etre  serez-vous  plus  heureuse  que 
moil  bien  aimee,  vous  en  recevez  quelqu'unes  probable- 
menty  mais  nous  aucune.  Celle  que  je  vous  ai  ecrite 
de  Malthe  a  ete  prise  sur  la  SenstbU ;  mais  a  notre  ar- 
rivee  ici  j'en  ai  ecrit  une  qui  a  du  vous  parvenir ;  une 
par  le  vaisseau  le  Guillaume  Tell,  apres  notre  defaite, 
et  une  par  les  vaisseaux  Anglois« 

Voil4  les  seules  occasions  que  nous  avons^eues  jusqu'a 
present.  Celle-ci  est  aventuree^  car  le  port  d'Alexan- 
drie  est  bloque  par  trois  vaisseaux  et  trois  fregates,  qui 
sont,  le  Zele  de  74,  commandant ;  le  Goliath  de  78 
canons  ^  Sch-wirt-sure  de  74  ;  TAlchmene  fregate,  et 
TEmeraude  fregate  ;  la  Bonne  Citoyenne,  id.  Devant 
Damiette  il  y  a  egalement  un  vaisseau,  dont  j^  ne  me 
rappellepas  le  nom,  et  outre  cela  deux'frcgates,  la  For- 
tune chebeck,  qu'ils  nous  ont  pris^  et  deux  avisos,  la 
Torride,  et  le  Legcr.  Ce  dernier  venoit  de  France 
quand  il  a  ete  pris,  jugez  du  deplaisir.  Toutes  nos 
lettres  ont  ete  la  capture  de  rennemi,  excepte  les  de- 
peches  du  gouvernement,  qui  ont  ete  jettees  a  la  mer. 

Parmi  les  lettres  on  a  trouve  unportrait,  qu'apparem- 
ment  quelque  belle  envoyoit  a  son  cher  ami ;  elles  n'ont 

Part  II.  N 
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pas  de  quo!  se  dhagiincr»  car  voudroit»on  letir  etre  Iti* 
fidele,  cela  est  impossible ;  il  n'y  a  pas  une  femme  ici 
qui  vaillc  ia  moindre  de  notre  cher  pays ;  elles  sont 
rares,  queiques  Europ^enes  voila  tout.  Pour  les  femme^ 
du  pays,  les  belles  ne  se  montrent  pais  apparemment. 
Celles  que  Ton  voit  font  trembler. 

Tous  celix  qui  viennent  de  Tinterieur  disent  qu'Alex- 
andrie  est  Ja  plus  belle  ville ;  helas,  que  doit  done  etre 
le  reste  3  figurez-vous  un  amas  confus  de  maisons  mal- 
baties,  a  tin  etage  ;  les  belles  aVec  terrasse,  petite  porte 
en  boisy  serrure  id. ;  point  de  fenetres,  mais  un  grillage 
en  bois  si  rapprocbe  qu'il  est  Impossible  de  voir  quelqu* 
un  au  travers ;  rues  etroites,  hormis  le  quartier  des  Francs, 
ct  le  cote  des  grands.  Les  habitants  pauvres,  qui  forment 
le  plus  grand  nombre,  au  naturel,  hormis  line  chemise 
bleue  jusqu'a  mi-cuisse,^  qu'ils  retroussent  la  moiti6  du 
tems  dans  leurs  mouvemens^  une  ceinttire,  tt  tin  turbaif 
de  guenille ;  voila  leur  ap|fcinage.  j'espere  que  nous 
irons  au  Caire,  nous  verrons  s'ils  ^nt  conmie  ceux-ci, 
alors  j'aurai  de  ce  charmant  pays  jusque  par-dessus  la 
tSte.    Je  m'enrage  d'y  gtre,  ainsi  que  Ic  cher 

I^ous  desirons  fortement  et  bien  vivement  retoumer; 
mais  puisque  nous  y  sommes  tant  vaut-il  le  voir.  Les 
restes  de  cette  fameuse  Alexandrie  ne  sont  pas  beaux ; 
nous  verrons  si  Memphis  a  eu  le  meme  sort.  La  man- 
dite  Egypte ;  sable  partout  \  le  limon  que  le  Nil  hisse 
^r  la  terre  en  fait  la  rkhesse.  Un  homme  qui  a  dans 
le  Desert  un  pays,  peut  cultiver  autant  de  sable  que  son 
pays  fournit  d'eau  pour  arrosef  tons  les  jours. 

Mon  courage  est  soutenu  par  l*espoir  d'un  prompt 
rctour.  --------- 

-ilse  pourroit  bien 
qu'oa  I'envoyaty  je  vole  dans  vos  bras,  de  la  a  men 
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departement,  je  voudrois  m*y  troiivcr  cet  hyvcr ;  le 
tems  passe  malheureusement  trop  vitc.  II  se  pourroit 
bicn  que  Ton  fit  quelque  tentative,  je  scrois  fache  dc 
ne  pas  m*y  trouver. 

Nous  ferons  peut-etre  Voir  que  nos  Bi^tons  et  Nof- 
mands  valent  mieux  que  les  Proven^aux ;  cette  mal-« 
tieureuse  d6faite  vient  beaucoup  de  leur  mauvaise  condui  te. 
'Tousles  chefs  Venus  de  Brest,  excepte  un,  ont  6te  tu6s  ou 
dangereusement  bless6s.  Je  vois  avec  peine  que  TAmiral 
sera  la  bSte  de  somme,  il  ne  peut  se  defendre,  cbacun 
le  charge  ;  il  a  peut-itre  des  torts,  mais  pas  tous'ceux 
qu'on  lui  donne  et  qu'on  lui  donnera.  Gantheaume,  son 
chef  de  l*etat  major,  fait  Contre-amlral  par  le  G6n6ral 
en  Chef,  prendra,  a  ce  qu'il  parolt,  a  son  rctour  du  Caire, 
le  commandement  des  mlserables  forces  qui  sont  ici. 
Nous  le  d6sirons,  et  attendons  avec  Impatience  son  ar- 
rivee ;  cela  soulagera,  et  nous  verrons  alors  quells 
bord£e  hdus  devrons  prendre,  car  faire  tin  plan  est  une 
chose  impossible  dans  les  circonstances ;  il  faut  que 
nous  alltons  au  Caire  pour  bien  juger  ou  nous  ferons 
Voile  selon  les  circonstances. 

Que  de  gens  attrapes,  chere  amie^  tous  ces  faiseuri 
de  fortune,  ou  bien  tous  ces  voleurs,  ont  le  nez  bas,  et 
Voudroient  rctourner  d*ou  ils  sont  partis,  je  crois.  Je  vois 
avec  beaucoup  de  plaisir  que  la  plus  grande  partie  aura 
plut6t  perdu  que  gagne  ;  il  y  en  aura  quelqu'uns  qui  , 
feront  de  bonnes  affaires,  mais  ce  sera  la  minorite^et  ils 
auront  bien  su6.  Les  Arabes  du  Desert  en  ont  expedie 
plUsieurs  pour  Tautre  monde :  Us  harcelent  tcUement 
les  villes  et  villages,  qu'a  deux  cents  pas  hors  Tenceinte 
on  court  de  grands  dangers:  plusieurs  personnes  ont 
iii  tu£es  de  cette  maniere. 

Murat  Bey  s'cst  retir6  dao$  la  Haute  Egypte,  ou  oil 
Na      . 
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le  poursuit  sans  succcs.  Ibrahim  Bey  tn  Syrie,  on  I'a 
poursuivi  imitilement ;  on  a  neanmoins  atteint  son  ar- 
riere-garde,  qui  s'est  superieurement  battue,  et  qui  nt 
s'cst  pas  laisse  entamer,  de  sorte  qu'on  l*a  laisse  con* 
tinuer  tranquillement  sa  route*  Les  richcsscs  ont  6te 
presqtie  toutes  cnlevees ;  cc  que  Fon  a  eu  ^  et6  tres- 
peli  de  choses.  Je  crains  que  Ton  ne  thanque  d'argeht ; 
on  en  manquera  certainement,  si  Ton  veut  executer  de 
beaux  projets  qui  seroient  bien  utiles,  qui  couteroient 
iminensement.  Les  gens  du  pays  sont  padvrcs,  il  n'y  a 
pas  de  ressource  de  ce  c6te-Ia ;  il  n'est  reste  aucurt 
Mamelouk  ;.leur  bravoufe  est  etonnante.  Tous  bien 
armesy  intrepides  a  I'exces,  lis  sont  venus  se  faire  tuef 
dans  les  rangs ;  aucuns  he  se  sent  rendus. 

Voila  tdfut  ce  que  je  puis  vous  dire  pour  Ic  moment* 
Je  ne  vous  parle  que  d'aflFaires,  mais  dans  ceHe  qui  par-* 
lira  en  meme  terns  par  un  autre  batiment,  qui  sera  plus> 
sure  selon  ma  mahiere  de  voir^  mon  ceeur  s'ouvrira  ^ 
cette  chere  et  bien  aim6e  amte^ 

AVRIEURYy 


TRANSLATION. 


AiexanJria  (12  Fructidor)^  Jugusi  aqtk* 

To  the  female  Citizen  Descorches,  Rue  d'Atymj  Ne. 
929,  Fauxhourg  Honoriy  a  Paris, 

Y  ET  another  letter.  You  may  probably,  my  love,  be  iftor^ 
happy  than  me :  some  of  my  letters  may  chance  to  reach 
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you  ;  but  I  receive  none  of  yours  ;  that  which  I  wrote 
from  Malta  was  taken  in  the  Sensible  ;  but  on  our  ar- 
rival here  I  wrote  you  one,  which  I  think  must  have 
come  to  haiid.  I  sent  you  one,  too,  by  the  Guillaume 
Tell,  after  our  defeat,  and  another  by  the  English  fleet. 

These  are  all  the  opportunities  I  have  had  ;  the  present 
letter  is  hazarded,  for  the  port  of  Alexandria  is  blocked 
up  by  three  sail  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates :  the 
Zealous,  the  flag-ship  ;  the  Goliah^  and  the  Swiftsure  ; 
the  Alcmena,  the  Emerald,  and  the  Bonne  Gtoyenne, 
Another  ship  of  the  line,  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect, 
is  cruizing  before  Damietta,  with  two  frigates,  the  cor- 
vette La  Fortune,  which  they  took  from  us,  and  two  ad- 
vice boats,  La  Torride  and  Le  Leger,  This  last  was 
coming  from  France  when  it  was  taken ;  judge  then, 
how  wretched  it  made  us  ;  all  our  letters  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enenrfy,  the  oflicial  ones  excepted,*  which 
were  thrown  over-board. 

Amongst  the  letters,  the  English  found  a  miniature, 
which  some  fair  one  had  apparently  sent  to  her  lover. 
The  ladies  need  not  be  much  farmed,  for  their  swains 
have  not  the  power,  if  they  had  the  will,  to  be  unfaith- 


*  There  was  luckily  nQ  <<  exception,''  as  the  reader  will  s^ 
by  the  following  extract  from  Captain  Hope's  letter  to  the  ^4^* 
miralty. 

**  Though  every  preparation  was  made  for  boarding  the  I^er, 
to  save  any  dispatches  she  might  have  for  Bonaparte,  we  could 
not  prevent  their  being  thrown  overboard ;  which  was,  however, 
perceived  by  John  Taylor,  and  James  Harding,  belonging  to  the 
Alcmene,  who,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  dashed  overboard,  and 
saved  the  whole  of  them."     Oazttie,  Sept.  30M,  179S. 

It  is  pleasant  to  add,  that  these  intrepid  men  have  been  grate- 
fiilly  remembered  by  their  country. 
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fill.  We  have  a  few,  and  but  a  few,  European  women 
here ;  but  the  best  of  them  are  inferior  in  attractions  to 
the  veriest  dowdies  of  our  dear  native  land.  Asibr  thoso 
of  the  country,  the  handsome  ones  I  fancy,  keep  them- 
selves concealed ;  for  those  that  we  see  absolutely 
frighten  us.* 

Every  person  that  comes  from  the  interior  of  the 
country  tells  us  that  Alexandria  is  the  finest  city  in 
Egypt.  Good  gods !  what  must  the  rest  be  then  1 
figure  to  yourself  a  confused  mass  of  ill  built  houses  of 
ortf  story,  the  best  of  them  with  a  terrace  ;  a  little  door 
with  a  wooden  lock,  no  windows  but  a  lattice  of  wood, 
of  which  the  bars  are'  so  close  that  it  is  alpoost  impos- 
sible to  distinguish  any  object  through  them ;  and  little 
.narrow  streets,  except  what  they  call  **  the  Quarter  of 
the  Francs,"  and  the  "  Residence  of  thcGrandees."  The 
poor  inhabitants,  infinitely  the  greater  munber,  in  a 
state  of  nature,  with  the  exception  of  a  blue  shirty  whtdi 
j'eaches  half  way  down  their  thighs,  suid  which  is 
tucked  up  more  than  half  their  time,  a  girdle^,  and  a 
turban  dropping  to  rags*  This  is  dieir  whxde  ward* 
robe ! 

I  hope  we  shall  soon  go  to  Cairo ;  we  shall  then  scq 
if  the  people  of  that  city  are  like  these  ;  if  so,  I  shall 
have  had  my  bellywfiill  of  this  blessed  country.  I  could 
tear  myself  to  pieces  for  coming  here ;  so  could  my 
dear  friend  *  *  *. 

We  wish  vehemently — ay,  and  very  vehemently  to 


*  Another  letter  says»  <<  I  never  saw  any  thing  $o  disgusting 
as  their  women.  A  traveller  called  Savary"  (tl^s  k  a  most 
scurvy  designation  of  the  man  on  whose  accuracy  all  France  re* 
lied)  «  has  had,  I  scarce  know  how^  the  stupidity  (nuusehe)  to 
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return  to  France ;  but  since  we  are  here  it  is  as  well  to 
see  as  much  as  we  can.*  The  remains  of  this  famous 
Alexandria  are  poor  enough ;  we  shall  see  If  Memphis 
has  any  thing  better  to  shpw.  This  infernal  Egypt ! 
nothing  but  a  waste  of  sand.  The  mud  which  the  Nile 
Isaves  upon  the  ground  constitutes  all  its  wealth.  A 
man  who  has  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Desert,  may  culti- 
vate as  much  sand  as  he  can  find  constant  water  for« 
Kj[y  courage  is  sustained  by  the  hope  of  a  speedy  return* 

•  t  it  may  still  be  sent :  in  that  case  I 
shall  fly. to  your  arms,  and  from  thence  to  my  depart- 
ment. I  am  anxious  to  be  there  this  winter ;  time  passes 
away  unhappily^  too  rapidly.  It  is  not  ^inlikely  but  that 
wttic  attempt  may  be  mstic,  and  I  sboijld  b^  sqrry  not 
to  be  on  the  spot. 
We  shall  perhaps,  shew  the  \yorld  jhat  ;he  3r6tQns 

compare  these  filthy  objects  ta  tHe  Princess  Nausicaa  t  I  could 
forgive  him  Ifhis  design  w^s  merely  to  laugh  at  the  princess ;  but 
he  is  quite  serious.'' 

*  Avrieury  seems  to  have  thought  of  the  old  adage,  tantum 
vaUt  quantum  umat ;  or  perhaps  he  never  thought  at  all  of  t)ie 
matter.  His  journey  to  Memphis  was  probably  postponed.  He 
may  therefore  comfort  himself  (supposing  these  remarks  should 
ever  fall  in  his  way)  by  hearing  that  he  has  lost  nothing  by  ths 
delay ;  for  we  can  confidently  assure  him  that  Mempl^s  has  even 
less  **  to  shew'*  than  Alexandria.  Etiam  periere  ruins  5  its  very 
ruins  have  disappeared. 

t  Here  are  two  lines  obliterated  by  a  fold ;  it  ii  ipipossible  to 
restore  them,  but  their  purport  may  be  guessed  at  from  what 
fqllbws.  Avrieury,  it  should  seen^  pattered  himself  that  if  a 
fertain  expedition  took  place,  he  should  b^  recalled  toteingagc  in 
it.  The  allusion  is  evidently  to  the  projected  invasion  of  Iceland. 

One  would  think  the  Citizen  had  almost  had  enoi^  of  Inta* 
fiONs*    It  appears  from  liis  own  account,  that  thcoae  he  is  at 
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and  Normands  arc  rather  superior  to  the  Provencials. 
This  unfortunate  defeat  arises  in  a  great  measure,  from 
their  bad  conduct.*  All  the  officers  who  came  from 
Brest,  one  only  excepted,  are  either  killed  or  dangerous- 
ly wounded.  I  see  with  pain  that  the  Admiral  will  be 
made  the  pack-horse.  He  cannot  help  himself,  and 
therefore  every  body  is  loading  him.  He  may  have  com- 
mitted errors,  but  certainly  not  all  that  are  charged,  anc? 
fhat  will  continue  to  be  charged,  upon  him.  Gan- 
theaume,  his  chief  of  the  staff,  who'  was  made  a  Rear 
Admiral  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  will  assume^  as  it 
seems,  on  his  return  from  Cairo,  the  command  of  the 
miserable  force  we  have  here.  We  are  all  desirous  of 
It,  and  anxiously  expect  his  arrival ;  this  will  console 
us  a  little,  ahd  ^e  shall  then  we  what  steps  to  take  next ; 
for  to  form  any  plan  here,  in  our  present  circumstances, 
,  is  impossible.  Our  destination  must  be  ultimately  di- 
rected by  the  situation  of  affairs  at  Cairo* 

What  a  number  of  people  have  been  taken  in,  my 
dear  girl !  All  those  sudden  acquirers  of  fortunesj  oc 

present  en^ed  in,  is  not  very  consoling  to  his  feelings;  and  wc 
can  take  4ipon  us  to  assure  him,  that  he  would  have  found  the 
other-  producttve'of  no  extraordinar)*  amusement.  Alexandria^ 
we  sallow,  has  little  to  gratify  his  curioaty,  but  Mill-prison  has 
still  less;  as  the  envied  partakers' of  the  expedition  in  question 
may  one  day  let  him  know* 

*  There  is  something  extremely  unjust  (but  '♦^hen  was  a 
Frenchman  jii&t  to  the  unfortunate  ?)  in  attributing  the  defeat  of 
the  ist  of  Augilist  to'the  Provencials.  They  fought  at  least  as 
well  as  the  Bretons  and  Normahds,  who  if  wc  may  judge  from  the 
late  of  the  Brest  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  (which  we 
suppose  was  manned  with  them),  have  very  little  reason,  what- 
ever Avricury  may  fancy,  to  boast  of  their  superiority  either  of 
eonduct  or  courage* 
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ratlier  all  those  robbers,*  are  pitifully  down  in  the 
mouth,  and  would,  I  believe,  be  very  happy  to  rcturii 
from  whence  they  came.  It  gives  me  a  deal  of  pleasure 
to  see,  that  the  majority  of  them  will  rather  have  lost 
than  gained  by  their  speculations..  Some,  itideed,  have. 

•  As  all  the  expeditions  of  France  have  been  undertaken 
with  a  view  to  phtoder,  their  armies  have  been  constantly  fol- 
lowed by  large  bodies  of  people  of  this  description,  prepared  to 
treat  for  such  stolen  goods  as  were  of  too  unwieldy  a  nature 
to  be  put  up  with  the  baggage. 

Bonaparte  never  moved  without  a  legion  of  these  convenient 
RECEIVERS  in  his'train,  who  were  always  ready  to  purchase,  at  a 
low  rate^  whatever  he  and  his  harpies  could  seize  in  the  houses 
of  individuals,  from  the  cottager  to  the  prince.  It  is  perhaps  no 
exaggeration  to  say,  that  this  Chief  of  Brokers  has  sold,  for  his 
own  share,  more  furniture,  plate,  wine,  (Hctures,  bu^  &c. 
J^c,  than  half  the  auctioneers  in  Europe. 

Notwithstanding  the  swarms  of  "  robbers"  which,  by  Avricu- 
ry's  account,  followed  him  into  Egypt,  we  do  not  find  that  the 
number  in  Italy  was  at  all  lessened.  We  have  before  us  the 
J  ouRW AL  of  what  took  place  on  the  seizure  of  Rome^  written  by 
a  man- of  integrity  and  observation,  wlto  was  himself  a  witness  of 
what  he  relates.  From  this,  we  borrow  the  following  passage  2 
**  As  soon  as  the  Pope  was  removed,  the  Vatican  and  Q^urinal 
f*  palaces  were  opened,  and  an  inventory  made  of  every  article. . 
**  The  company  of  br$keri  that  followed  the  army  were  then  per- 
^  mitted  to  purchase,  upon  their  own  terms,  whatever  they  chose, 
"  and  afterwards  the  Jews  of  the  Gettawere  called  in  to  tSike  tjie 
**  rest. 

"  These  brokers'*  adds tlie  writer  (Mr.  Richard  Duppa),  "were 
**  a  number  of  monied  men,  from  France,  particularly  from  Lyons 
**  and  Marseilles,  who  joined  jtogether  a  considerable  capital  to- 
^  wards  supporting  the  army  of  Italy,  when  Bonaparte  first 
**  crossed  the  Alps,  with  one  express  condition,  of  their  having 
"  the  refusal  of  any  spoils  that  might  be  made,  at  a  certain  per 
**  ctnta^ty  for  their  own  "profit,  upon  a  fair  valuation,  which  va- 
'•  luation  was  to  be  made  by  themselves ! " 
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done  tolerably  well,  but  they  are  very  few  ;  and  few  as 
they  are,  have  sweated  pretty  handsomely  for  what  they 
have  got.  The  Arabs  of  the  Desert  have  sent  a  good 
many  of  them  to  the  other  world.  These  people  infest 
the  towns  and  villages  in  such  a  manner,  that  at  two 
hundred  paces  from  the  walls,  one  is  always  in  the  most 
imminent  danger  of  being  shot.  Several  of  our  men 
have  been  destroyed  in  this  way. 

Murad  Bey  is  retired  into  Upper  Egypt,  where  he 
has  been  pursued  without  success ;  Ibrahim  Bey  into 
Syria;  and  he  too  has  been  pursued  to  no  purpose. 
Our  troops,  indeed,  came  up  with  his  rear-guard,  which 
fought  in  a  most  gallant  manner,;  and  as  we  could  mako 
no  impression  on  It  with  all  our  efibrts,  we  were  ob- 
liged to  let  it  proceed  tranquilly  to  its  destination.  The 
irich  caravan  was  almost  all  secured  by  Ibrahim  ;  what 
we  obtained  was  scarcely  worth  taking.  I  am  afraid 
that  we  shall  want  money  soon  :  I  am  ceitain  we  shall, 
if  we  pretend  to  execute  those  fine  projects,  which  will 
tmdoubtedly  be  useful,  but  which  will  cost  an  immense 
sum !  the  people  of  the  country  are  poor ;  nothingj^ 
therefore,  can  be  expected  from  them.— There  is  not  ^ 
single  Mamelouc  in^  the  country.  Their  bravery  is 
iistonishing :  well  armed,  and  intrepid  to  excess,  they 
rushed  upon  our  ranks  to  be  butchered.  Not  one  of 
them  would  accept  quarter. 

This  is  all  that  I  can  say  at  present.  I  have  talked 
to  you  in  this  letter  only  of  business;  but  in  another 
which  I  shall  send  at  the  same  time,  by  what  I  con- 
tcive  to  be  a  safer  nnode  of  conveyance,  I  shall  open  all 
my  heart  to  my  dearest  and  best  beloved  wife. 

AyRIEUVY. 
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No.  XXV. 

Alexandriiy  le  i6  Fruetidoff  4m  6* 

Li  Contre-amiral  Ganteaume,  aux  G(n(raux  C9m^ 
mandants  les  Forces  de  Terre  et  de  Mer^  a  Malte. 

CitoyenSf 

Ci'est  avec  la  douleur  dans  I'ame  que  je  vous  previenff 
que  le  14  du  mois  dernier,  Tarmee  navale  de  la  Repu- 
Mique  a  ete  attaquee  par  celle  Britannique,  aux  ordres 
du  Contre-amiral  Nelson.  Le  combat  commence  a 
six  beures  du  coir,  n'a  fini  que  dans  la  matinee  du  15. 
Apresune  resistance  extremement  opiniatre,  la  force 
i'a  emport6,  et  notre  escadre,  iniferteure  par  le  nombre 
des  vaisseaux,  la  composition,  et  Torganisation  des  equi-* 
pages,  a  succombe. 

Nous  avons  dans  cette  fatale  affaire  eu  le  malheur  de 
perdre  onze  vaisseaux  brul6s  ou  amarines  par  Tennemi. 
Presque  tous  les  officiers  commandants  ont  6te  tues  ou 
blesses.  Depuis  cette  malheureuse  affaire  les  ennemir 
8ont  maitres  de  nos  cotes,  et  ils  interoeptent  toutes  nos 
communications,  ayec  une  simple  division  de  quatro^, 
yaisseaux  et  quelques  fregates*  Le  reste  de  Tarmee  et 
les  prises  ont  fait  route  pour  la  Siciie. 

Notre,  position  int&rieure  est,  cependant,  satisfaisante. 
Notre  armee  occupe  toute  la  Basse  Egypte.  Le  General 
en  Chef  est  au  Caire.    Les  Mamelouks  ont  et6  battus^ 
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detniits  en  panic,  ct  disperses.  Un  corps  sous  Ic  com* 
mandement  d'lbrahim  Bey,  s'est  refugie  en  Syric,  ct 
Murat  Bey  a  monte  dans  le  Said.  Le  General  Desaix 
est  a  sa  poursuite,  ct  personne  nc  doute  qu'au  premier 
lour  nous  h'apprenions  sa  defaite.  Maltres  alors  de 
foute  TEgypte,  nous  pourrons  nous  y  maintenir,  pour 
pcu  que  nous  recevions  des  secours  pendant  ITiyver. 

Je  Vous  adrfesse  avcc  cette  lettre  les  depechcs  da 
Couvernement.  Veuillez  les  faire  paisser  en  toute  diUr 
gcnce. 

Salut  et  fratemite. 

H»Ganteaume, 


TRANSLATION. 


AUxandriay  September  2/. 

Rear  Admiral  G  A  N  T  E  a  u  m  E ,  lo  the  Generals  commands 
ing  the  Land  and  Sea  FcrceSy  at  Malta. 

Citizens, 

1  IS  with  anguish  of  soul  I  inform  you,  that  on  the 
first  of  last  month,  the  fleet  of  the  Republic  was  at- 
tacked and  defeated  by  that  of  Great  Britain,  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Nelson.  The  action  began  at 
fix  in  the  evening,  and  did  not  finish  till  the  forenoon 
of  the  next  day.     After  a  most  vigorous  struggle,  force 
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pttfvailedy  and  our  fleet,  inferior  *  both  in  the  number 
of  vessels,  and  in  the  composition  of , their  crews,  yielded 
the  day. 

•  JHow  could  Ganteauroe  (evidently  a  man  of  sense)  set  down 
this  absurd  and  contemptible  falsehood  I  He  states  the  English 
force  correctly  enough  in  the  First  Part  (p.  230.),  and  he  must 
•have  known,  while  he  was  writing,  that  the  <*  superiority,"  in 
every  thing  (courage  and  capacity  excepted)  was  on  the  side  of 
the  French. 

The  number  of  vessels,  it  is  true,  was  equal:  yet  if  we  con- 
sider tliat  the  largest  line  of  battle  ship  in  the  £nglish  squadron 
was  probably  inferior  in  size  to  the  smallest  in  that  of  the  French ; 
that  the  latter  had  one  ship  of  lao  guns,  three  of  80,  four 
frigates,  several  giin-boats,  and  a  "  battery  of  guns  and  mortars 
on  ah  island  in  their  van,"  to  which  we  had  nothing  to  op- 
pose; we  can  have  little  hesitation  in  deciding  the  question  of 
superiority. 

In  stating  the  number  of  vessels  to  be  equal,  it  should  be  ob- 
served, that  we  count  the  Xeander  in  the  line.  How  fit  she 
Was  for  this,  may  be  seen  by  comparing  her  size  and  force  to  any 
one  of  the  French  seyenty.fours  opposed  to  her;  to  the  G^ne- 
reux>  for  extimple,  by  whom  she  was  afterwards  captured^ 

We  have  now  before  us  a  letter  written  by  Sir  Edward  Berry ; 
from  this  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  extracting  the  relative 
statement  of  the  force.  Sec.  of  the  two  ships. 

"  The  G^n^reux,  of  74  guns,,  is  193  feet  7  inches  in  length, 
and  23  feet  in  depth;  burden  2x44  tons;  carries  thirty  36* 
pounders;  thirty  iS  ditto;  and  four  42.pound  carronades ;  com- 
plement 700  men  (when  she  fell  in  with  the  Leander  she  had 
90b.) 

''The  Leander,  of  50  gUns,  is  146  feet  6  inches  in  length ; 
«nd  17  feet, 5  inches  'm  depth ;  burden  1052  tons:  carries  twenty- 
two  24- pounders,  twenty-two  12  ditto,  and  six  6  ditto;  com- 
plement 343  men  (when  captured,  she  had  only  aSi,  boys  in- 
eluded)  her  masts,  yards,  and  sails,  those  of  a  thirty-two  gun 
frigate." 
Thus  hr  Captain  Berry.    Whether  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
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Wc  had  the  misfortune,  in  this  fatal  contest,  to  lose! 
deven  sail  of  the  line.  Almost  all  the  scrperior  officerar 
were  killed  or  wounded.  Since  this  calamitous  events 
the  enemy  is  master  of  the  coast,  and  intercepts  all  our 
communications,  with  a  small  division  of  four  sail  of 
the  line,  and  a  few  frigates.  The  rest  of  thelf  fleet  ha* 
saifed,  with  the  prizes,  for  Sicily. 

Our  position  in  the  interior  is,  howcrer,  satisfac- 
tory. Wc  are  in  possession  of  all  Lower  Egypt.  The 
Commander  in  Chief  is  at  Cairo*  The  Mameknics 
have  been  defeated,  destroyed  in  part,  and  dispersed.  A 
body  of  them^  under  the  conunand  of  Ibrahim  Bey,  ha^ 

which  dendes  this  brave  man  courage  in  eomroon  with  the  rest 
of  his  countrymen,  will  have  the  temerity  to  question  his  vcraf- 
city,  we  know  not, — should  thAt  paper,  however,  feel  inclined  to 
do  so,  we  think  it  lies  in  oar  power  to  assist  it :  we  can  furnish 
It  with  a  countcf-testiraony  from  a  quarter  which  it  has  never 
^et  ha^  the  uocandidness  to  dbubt ;  we  mean  from  the  French 
themselves. 

Extract  of  an  official  Utter  Jrm  the  Captain  of  the  Ginereusi. 

Corfou,  Sept.  ist. 

<<  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informung  you  that  I  am  arrived  at 
this  place  with  the  English  ship,  the  Leander,  of  sBviNTT-f  oui: 
guns,  which  1  fell  in  with  near  Candia/'— Here  follow  some 
absurd  lies  concerning  the  action  6f  the  ist  of  August,  which  we 
omit. 

**  With  respect  to  the  Leander,^!  was  obliged  to  engage  her 
for  near  five  hours.  She  mounts  sBVBMTT.FOtra  ouvs ;  30, 
34,  and  la^pounders  I  I  ought  to  have  carried  her  in  less  thanr 
an  hour^"  (this  is  true  enough)  ''  for  we  fought  broadside  and 
broadside  s  during  the  action  we  fell  aboard  each  other,  and  if 
my  crew  had  been  a  little  more  alert  I  should  then  have  taket» 
htr"lll 

Lb  JoiLLB,jun« 
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taken  shelter  in  Syria,  and  Murad  Bey  has  passed  into 
the  ^aid.  General  Desaix  is  in  pursuit  of  him,  and  no 
one  here  entertuns  a  doubt  but  that  we  shall  speedily 
hear  of  his  defeat,  tn  that  case^  masters  of  the  whole 
of  Egypt,  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  ourselves  in  the 
country,  provided  that  we  receive  a  little  assistance 
from  France  during  the  winter. 

I.  send  you,  with  this  letter,  my  dispatches  for  Go- 
vernment. Have  the  goodness  to  forward  them  without 
delay. 

Health  and  firatenlity. 

H.  GaKT£AUM1« 
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Official  Documents,  inclosed  in  Rear  Admirat 
Ganteaume's  Dispatches  to  the  Generals  command^ 
ing  the  Land  and  Sea  Forces,  at  Malta. 

No.  1, 

Etat  des  Equipages  a  hord  des  B&timens  composant  la  Di^ 

vision  dans  le  Port  d^Alexandfiei  a  fepoque  du  9  Fruc^ 

tidorf  an  6^. 
^Muster- Roll  of  the  Crews  on  board  the  Vessels^  composing 

the  Division  in  the  Port  of  Alexandria,  taken  on  thi 

16th  of  August,  1798. 

SHIPS  OF  THE  LINE^  AND  FRIGATES. 


Number  of  mc»^ 

LcCausse 

608 

Lc  Dubois 

^81 

La  Couragcuse 

"      .334 

La  Junon          -*          - 

368 

Le  Meuiron 

293 

Lc  Cazzcro 

^          -          208 

L'Alceste            -  , 

-         %^% 

Le  Montenotte            ^ 

304 

Le  Leobcn 

258 

La  Mantouc            -^ 

*        201 

3453 
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'SMALLER 

VESSELS.    (Batimens 

\  L6gers.) 

Number  of  men< 

1     Corvettes. 

-Le  Rivoly 

81 

Salamine 

126 

Alerte 

^     82 

Lody 

102 

CunwBoats.. 

—La  Portugaise 

103 

Granger 

88, 

Aglac 

loa 

Packets,  or  Sloops 
of  War 

\  jhz  Foiidre 

69 

Negrcsse 

75 

Chasseur 

94 

• 

Indgpendant 

.    •  48 

Vif        . 

60 

Chien  de  Chasse 

65 

Galley.- 

-La  Vktoirc 

400 
1495 

Alexandria  ( 

'14  Fructidor}, 

August 

31st,  1798. 

Rear^Admiral 

I 

Gantraume. 

Part  II. 
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No.  2. 

Etat  dis  Batimens  composartt  la  FlotilU  du  Nil,  sous  U 
CoMTnandinunt  du  Contre^anural  Perre'e. 

List  of  the  Vessels  composing  the  Flotilla  of  the  Nile,  under 
the  Command  of  Rear  Admiral  P  e  R  R  e'e  • 

Lc  Chcbcc,  Lc  Ccrf. 

Le  Demi  Chebec,  La  Revanche. 

SMALL  SLOOPS  OP  WAR* 

La  Capricieuse. 

Sans  Quartier. 

Pluvier. 

Etoile. 

Eclair. 

Demi  Galley.    (Name  not  known.) 
La  Coquette, 
t,        L'Amoureuse. 

GUN^BOATS. 

L'Helene. 
La  Victoire. 
L'Espe  ranee. 

Les  etats  de  situsCtion  d'equipage  des  batimens  men- 
tionnes  ci-dessus  ne  nous  sont  pas  parvenus. 

The  muster-rolls  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels  above 
mentioned  are  not  come  to  hand. 

H.G. 
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No.  3.    . 

Etat  des  hommes  composant  les  Equipages  da  Convcis 
mouilles  au  Port  d'AUxandrUy  sous  les  Ordres  du  Chtf 
de  Division,  DuMAMOiR  Le  Pelley. 

Number  of  Seamen  composing  the  Crews  of  the  Transports, 
now  at  Anchor  in  the  Port  of  Alexandria^  under  the 
Command  of  the  Chief  of  Division,  Dumanoir  Le^ 
Pelley. 

Number  of  men. 
'  Toulon    Transports        -        -        533 

Marseilles     -     do.  -        -        569 

Ajaccio        -      do.        -        -  185 

Genes        -        do.        -        -         995 
Civita  Vecchia    do.        -        -         735 

3017 

Fait  double  au  Bureau  de  la  Majorite  du  Contre- 
amiral  Ganteaume,  le  16  Fructidor,  an  6. 

Copied  at  the  Office  of  the  Majority  of  Rear-admiral 
Ganteaume»  September  2d,  1798* 

Adjutant  Nicholas  Jugak. 

Examined,  H.  Qahteaums. 


These  Documents  are  of  a  most  curious  and  important  na- 
ture. They  eiAle  us  to  complete,  in  some  measure,  the  csti. 
mate  of  the  numbers  sacrificed  in  this  insane  and  wicked  exp«« 

ditlon. 
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In  the  First  Part  we  reckoned  the  land  forces  at  42,000  ;  and 
this,  we  are  persuaded,  was  rather  under  than  over  the  amount. 
In  the  French  papers  wc  find  them  estimated  differently,  £•  e. 
f*  Desaix's  division,  composed  of  three  demi-brigades ;  KIc- 
bcr's,  id. ;  Mcnou's,  id. ;  Bon's,  id. ;  and  Regiiier's  of  two ; 
forming  in  all  fourteen  demi-brigades  j  of  which  four  of  light 
infantry,  and  ten  of  the  line.  Each  demi-brigade  consists  of 
a,4oo  men;  total  of  infantry,  therefore,  33,600.  The  cavalry, 
commanded  by  Damas,  consists  of  one  regiment  of  hussars,  one 
ofchas^urs,  and  three  of  dragoons;  total  3,ooo,~making  alto- 
gether 36,600."  But  this  is  evidently  under- rated,  we  shall,  there- 
fore, adopt  our  first  number,  42,000. 

The  sea  forces,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  French 
Commissaries,  delivered  to  Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  on  the  fifth  of 
August,  amounted  to  10,710.  In  this  the  crews  of  the  gun- 
^ boats  are  not  included,  we  shall,  therefore,  take  them  at  300. 

On  board  the  ships  of  the  line,  fngates,  and  smaller  vessels 
of  war,  in  the  port  of  Alexandria,  there  are,  according  to  the 
Schedule  (No.  i.),  4i948»  On  the  flotilla  of  the  Nile  (No.  a.), 
averaging  the  crews  at  a  hundred  each,  1,500, — and  in  the  dif- 
ferenttrans  ports  in  the  port  of  Alexandria  (No.  3.),  3,017.  If 
then  we  recapitulate  those  numbers,— 


La«)d  force? 

- 

41,000 

Sea     ditto             -    .     - 

. 

11,0x0 

^hips,  &c.  at  Alexandria 

. 

4i94S 

Flotilla  on  the  Nile 

,    •    . 

1,500 

Transports 

3,017 
62,475 

W«  shall  have  a  sum  which,  we  believe,  will  not  be  far  from  the 
truth. 

There  are  yet,  however,  to  be  added,  the  swarms  of  specu- 
lators, purchasers  of  pKiuder,  robbers,  as  Avrieury  justly  calls 
them  (see  the  preceding  letter)  which,  like  vult«e|,  always  foU  . 
low  the  desolating  track  of  a  French  army ;  before  the  reader  can 
accurately  appreciate  the  whole  number  vomited  forth  by  France 
on  this  unhappy  countrv. 
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Disburthencd  Europe,  while  she  consoles  with  Egypt  on  the 
visitation  of  this  eleventh,  and  worst  plague,  may  yet  congratu* 
late  herself  on  its  having  at  length  removed  from  her  wasted  and 
bleeding  realms. — Nor  need  ^he  fear  its  return.  Scarce  an  indi- 
vidual of  those  numerous  thousands  has  yet  reached  France ;  and 
few  indeed,  and  scanty,  will  be  theit  future  arrivals  1 — The  Di- 
rectory have  obtained  their  end  :  they  are  happy  usque  ad  delU 
ydas  votorum ;  and  we  sincerely  facilitate  them,  and  the  civilized 
world  in  general,  on  the  probable  extinction  of  a  horde  of  tur* 
bulent  and  cruel  ^Issastins  1 
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No.  XXVI. 


jflexandrie,  le  18  Fructtdor^  an  6. 

VOrdonnateur  de  la  Marine,  au  Citoyen  Poupet,  Com^ 
missaire  de  la  Marine  au  Havre, 

Aiss  precedentes  vous  sont-elles  paryenues,  mon  cher 
camarade  ?  J*ai  lieu  de  craindre  que  non,  et  malheureuse- 
ment  je  suis  prive  des  votres.  Si  vous  ctes  accable  de 
besogne,  je  n'en  ai  pas  molns  ici.  Sans  moyens^  sans 
ressourcesi  il  faut  Iput  creer,  et  dans  quelles  circon- 
stances?  lorsqu'on  a  ete  temoin,  pour  ainsi  dire,  des 
affreux  6venemens  du  14  du  dernier. 

Permcttcz  qui  je  vous  rappelle  vos  promesses  a  Tcgard 
de  ma  famille  ;  j'en  attends  Texecution  de  votre  amitie 
et  de  votre  complaisance,  Chargcz-vous,  mon  cher 
camarade,  de  compliments  pour  vos  collaborateurs,  et 
lecever  Tassurance  de  mon  inviolable  attachement. 

Lb  Roy. 

P.  S.  II  paroit  que  nous  avons  p^rdu  nos  camarades 
Jaubert,  Peret,  et  I'officier  de  sante  en  chefxlc  I'escadre, 
le  Citoyen  Renard..  Vous  aurez  su  les  autres  affligeants 
deuils  avant  la  reception  de  ma  lettre. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria  (18  Fructidor),  September  Ath^ 

The  Inspector  of  the  Marine,  to  Citizen  PouPET,  Cotn^ 
missary  of  the  Marine^  at  Havre. 

JlIa  VE  any  of  my  former  letters  reached  you,  my  dear 
comrade  ? — I  am  afraid  not ;  and  unfortunately  I  have 
received  none  of  yours.  If  you  are  sinking  under  the 
weight  of  business^  I  am  no  less  so. — ^Without  means, 
without  resources,  I  have  every  thing  to  create,  as  it 
were, — and  under  what  circumstances? — ^under  those 
of  having  been  almost  an  eye-witness  of  the  dreadful 
catastrophe  of  the  ist  of  August. 

Allow  me  to  put  you  in  mind  of  your  promises  re- 
specting my  family ;  I  look  for  the  execution  of  them 
from  your  friendship,  and  your  readiness  to  oblige. 
Have  the  goodness,  my  dear  comrade,  to  present  my 
compliments  to  your  fellow  labourers,  and  accept,  for 
yourself,  the  assurance  of  my  inviolable  attachment. 

Lb  Roy. 

P.  S.  We  have  lost  our  comrades  Jaubert,*  Peret, 

•  Our  conjecture  then  was  right  (Part  I.  p.  36.)  and  Jaubert 
perished  in  the  explosion  of  the  L'Orient.  - 

How  many  of  the  writers  of  the  First  Part  of  this  Corrcs^ 
pondence,  and  of  those  who  are  mentionod  by  themi  have  )pe- 
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and  the  first  physician  to  the  fleet.  Citizen  Renard. 
The  other  distressing  events  you  will  hear  of,  before 
my  letter  reaches  you. 

rished  since  their  letters  reached  us  I  For  the  French  themselves 
we  feel  little  regret. 

—'tis  the  sport  to  see  the  engineer 
Hois'd  with  his  own  petar. 
They  came  to  destroy,  and  they  have  been  destroyed !— But 
we  deeply  lament  the  fate  of  the  innocent  victims  of  their  barba- 
rity. The  CheriflF  Coraim  (of  whom  the  reader  will  find  some 
mention  in  the  First  Part,  p.  193.)  has,  we  see,  been  barbarously 
put  to  death  at  Cairo,  and  had  his  hoary  head  paraded  round  the 
streets,  in  the  true  style  of  Parisian  expeditions. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  crime  of  this  man  (according  to 
^  the  French  themselves)  consisted  in  his  not  being  seduced  by  a 
*•  tricolou red  scarf,"  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of  his  brethren ; 
and  that  he  was  only  removed  from  Alexandria,  as  a  temporary 
measure  of  security, — his  being  dragged  to  Cairo,  and  murdered 
by  Bonaparte,  without  evidence,  ((or tAat,  Loyer  says,  was  left  be* 
hind)  must  furnish  the  admirers  of  the  General^  justice  and  hu- 
manity, and,  above  all,  the  Reverend  Mr*  Wakefield,  with 
fresh  topics  of  "  consolation  and  triumph  I'* 
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Alexandrie,  //  i8  Fructidor^  an  6» 

VOrdonnateur  de  la  Marine^  au  Fice^amiral 
Thevenard. 

Citoyen  Giniralj 

J  £  ne  sais  si  mes  lettres  vous  sont  parrenues ;  mais  il  ^ 
a  bien  long  temps  que  je  n'ai  reju  dcs  votres.  L'inter- 
ception,  ou  plutdt  la  difficulte,  dcs  communications  en 
est  surement  cause*  Des  bitimens  que  vous  avcz  cx- 
pedies,  le  bateau  Corse  Egalitiy  le  Vif^  le  Lody^  sont 
seuls  parvenus.  Le  Liger  a  etc  pris  en  vue  du  port  le  5 
de  ce  mois.  V Anemone^  chassee  par  les  Anglais,  a  £te 
forcee  de  faife  cdte  le  16.  Partie  de  ses  malheureux 
passagers  et  equipages  ont  et&  victimes  des  Bedouins, 
quelques  uns  ont  ete  faits  prisdnniers  par  eux  et  rachet^s 
ensuite ;  on  presume  quelques  autres  prisonni^rs  des 
Anglois. 

*  Le  General  Ganteaume  vous  adresse,  sans  doute, 
Citoyen  General,  des  details  sur  les  funestes  £v£ne-r 
ments  du  14  du  mois  dernier.    Permettez  que  je  joigne 

'  mes  sentimens  a  ceux  de  douleur  que  vous  6prouvez,  et 

comme  ami  de  votre  patrie  et  comme  pere.     Votre 

jeune  fils  a  eu  le  bonheur  d'echapper  ;  il  est  embarqu£ 

avec  le  Capitaine  Capousique. 

Permettez  encore,  Citoyen  G£n6ral|  que  je  vous 
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prie  de  me  rappeiler  au  souvenir  du  Citoyen  Giraixfi* 
II  sera  je  crois  convenablc  de  retarder  les  envoys  doot 
vons  avez  bien  voulu  vous  charger,  jusqu'a  cc  qu'il  y 
ait  plus  de  surete  dans  les  transports. 
Agrccz  I'expression  de  mon  respcctueux  attachemcnt* 

Le  Rot. 


TRANSLATION. 


Alexandria  (i8  Fructldor)^  September  i^b. 

*  The  Inspector  of  the  Marine,  to  Vice-admiral 

Thevenard. 

Citizen  General^ 

1  DO  not  know  whether  any  of  my  letters  have  reached 
you,  but  'tis  now  a  very  long  time  since  any  of  yours 
have  reached  me  ^^  which  I  attribute  entirely  to  the  in- 
terception, or  rather  to  the  difBculty  of  our  communi- 
cations. Of  all  the  vessels  which  you  have  dispatched, 
the  Corsican  brig  Egaliti,  the  Vify  and  the  Lodi,  arc 
the  only  ones  which  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  ar- 
rive here.  The  Leger  was  taken  within  sight  of  the 
port,  on  the  22d  ult. ;  and  the  Animonej  chased  by  the 
English,  was  forced*  to  run  aground  the  day  before 

*  No,  Mr*  Inspector,  the  Anemone  was  not  forui  to  run 
agroun4,-*l>ut  as  we  probably  know  mo>e  of  this  drcumstance 
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yesterday.     Some  of  the  unhappy  passengers  and  crew 
were   murdered   by   the    Arabs,    others  were  made 


than  you  do,  and  as  it  touches  upon  a  matter  which  we  have 
very  much  at  heart,  we  will  take  the  opportunity  of  enlarging 
upon  it.  ^ 

On  the  id  of  September  (the  day  mentioned  by  Le  Roy)  two 
of  our  frigates  chased  the  Anemone,  of  four  guns,  and  sixty  men, 
into  shallow  water,  in  tJie  road  of  Marabout.  As  escape  was 
impossible,  and  resistance  totally  out  of  the  question,  the  boats 
were  sent  to  take  possession  of  her,  as  a  matter  of  course.  On 
their  approach,  she  first  fired  at  them,^  and  then,  dreading  their 
resentment  for  such  an  unauthorized  display  of  hostility,  cut  her 
cable,  and  ran  ashore.  Here  her  crew  was  immediately  seized 
by  the  Arabs ;  all  who  attempted  resistance  wer6  cut  down  on  the 
spot,  and  the  rest  stripped  entirely  naked.  In  this  condition,' 
seven  of  them,  among  whom  was  the  captain,  contrived  to  slip 
from  their  hands,  and  ran  down  to  the  beach,  where,  (ailing  on 
their  knees  in  the  water,  they  begged  to  be  taken  on  board  by 
the  men,  whom,  with  sl  degree  of  insolence  and  rancour  to  bo 
found  only  in  the  modern  French,  they  had  just  before  wantonly 
attempted  to  destroy !  To  say  that  those  men  were  English,  is 
sufficient.  "  I  am  happy,"  says  the  brave  commander  of  the 
Zealous,  "to  add,  that  the  humanity  of  our  people  extended  so 
far  as  to  swim  on  shore  with  lines  and  small  casks  to  save  them. 
One  young  gentleman  (midshipman  of  the  Emerald)  particularly 
distinguished  himself:  he  brought  off  the  coinmander,  Gardon, 
at  the  hazard  of  his  own  lifef"    Cazetu,  Nov,  13/i. 

This  was  great,  this  was  noble,  this  was  truly  English  I  Gardon 
deserved  to  be  run  up  to  the  yard-arm  for  a  murderer  5  yet  we 
see  the  very  youth,  whose  life  he  liad  treacherously  endangered, 
risking  it  again  to  save  him  1 

And  the  men  who  could  do  thh,  are  termed,  by  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  •*  disgraced  cowards!" 

We  proceed  without  apology.  We  feel,  we  confess,  an  inex- 
pressible pleasure  in  dwelling  on  the  merits  pf  our  brave  tars ; 
and  think,  that  whenever  we  hare  an  opportunity  of  thwarting 
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prisoners  by  them»    and  have  since  been  ransomed, 
and  the  rest,  we  presume,  were  taken  by  the  English. 

the  base  attempts  of  the  Jacobin  prints  to  sacrifice  their  honoor 
to  France,  it  is  an  indispensable  duty  to  seize  it  with  avidity. 

Every  one  knows  the  cruehies  inflicted  upon  such  of  our 
countrymen  as  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  They  were  confined  (see  the  Report  of  the  House  of. 
Commons)  in  pestilent  dungeons,  starved,  and  sometimes  poi- 
soned. This  the  Morning  Chronicle  (for  the  other  Jacobin 
prints  are  beneath  notice)  denied,  as  long  as  denial  was  possible ; 
and  when  it  was  no  longer  so,  insinuated,  as  the  last  piece  of 
service  it  could  render  the  Directory,  that  "  if  the  truth  could  be 
fairly  come  at,  we  should  find  we  had  no  great  reason  to  com- 
plain !  I!  " 

The  TRUTH,  happily,  may  he  fairly  come  at;  and  we  ear- 
nestly intreat  the  reader  to  follow  us  with  care  through  the  im- 
portant documents  we  are  about  to  lay  before  him ;  after  which 
we  will  trust  him  to  form  his  own  conclusions  on  the  "  reason 
we  have  to  complain." 

We  have  just  seen  the  conduct  of  the  English  to  the  French.  Let 
us  now  see  that  of  the  French  to  the  English ;  when,  not  as  in 
the  former  case,  after  an  unjustifiable  assault, — but  after  gal- 
lantly and  honourably  contending  for  victory,  they  were  at  length 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  superiority  of  force  and  numbers." 

•'When  the  French"  (we  quote  from  the  letter  of  Captain 
Berry,  which  we  mentioned  above)  *«  took  possession  of  the 
Leander,  they  plundered  the  officers  of  all  their  clothes;  even 
the  surgeon's  instruments  did  not  escape  them.  My  sword  was 
torn  out  of  my  hand ;  but  I  recovered  it,  by  insisting  that  I  would 
deliver  it  to  Le  Joille  myself.  He  said  to  Captain  Thomson  and 
me,  you  have  fought  well,  I  will  only  take  care  of  your  swords 
till  you  quit  the  Gen^reux :  but  in  this  instance,  as  in  every 
other,  he  broke  his  word  with  me. 

•*  I  did  not  save  a  coat  but  the  one  I  had  on,  nor  any, 
other  article ;— when  I  remonstrated,  he  said  he  would  knd  me 
one."  &c.  &c. 

But  this,  the  Morning  Chronicle  will  say,  was  immediately 
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General  Ganteaume    has   undoubtedly    sent    you. 
Citizen  General,  a  detailed  account  of  the  fatal  event 

after  the  heat  of  action : — let  ns  see  then  how  these  **  generous  *' 
victors  conducted  themselves  after  their  arrival  at  Corfou,  where 
they  had  leisure  to  deliberate  coolly  on  the  conduct  of  the  men 
whom  they  had  captured,  and  whose  unprecedented  gallantry 
would  have  extorted  pity  and  respect  from  the  wildest  savages. 
Here,  again,  **  the  truth  may  he  fairly  come  at,'*  as  our 
readers  will  readily  allow,  we  believe,  after  perusing  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch. 

''  Triate^  ^d  Dec.  1798, 

My  Lordsy 

.  Thirty  seamen  of  the  Leander  which  was  taken  and  carried 
into  Corfou,  arrived  here  from  that  island,  the  loth  ultimo; 
these  poor  men  were  forced  away  in  three  small  inconvenient 
vessels,  10  in  eac^h,  some  of  them  badly  wounded,  and  in  a  very 
weak  state,  being  obliged  to  lie  on  the  decks,  exposed  to  the' in- 
clemency of  the  season  17  days.  On  Friday,  10  more  arrived 
from  the  same  place.  The  first  30,  having  finished  their  qua- 
rantine of  13  days,  came  out  this  morning,  much  recovered,  from 
the  attentions  to  their  health  and  food.  The  last  10,  have  suf- 
fered more  than  the  others,  being  23  days  on  their  passage,  and 
so  short  of  provisions,  that,  had  not  some  passengers  taken  com- 
passion on  them,  they  must  have  perished.  I  am  sorry  to  ob- 
serve, the  French  behaved  very  badly  to  them  in  the  shortness 
of  provision.  I  hope,  by  proper  care,  to  restore  these  valuable 
meritorious  men  to  their  country  and  families. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c/ 

Edward  Stan  lit. 
Britiik  Consul  at  TrusU. 

Right  Hon.  Lords  OmadssimeTs  oftki  Admrtd^. 
If  the  perusal  of  this  dispatch  awakes  the  same  feelings  io  our 
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of  the  first  of  August.     Suffer  me  to  join  my  heart* 
felt  sorrow  to  that  which  you   must   so   poignantly 

readers  that  it  did  in  the  breast  of  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed, 
our  gallant  countrymen  will  not  have  suffered  in  vain. 

But  while  the  French  were  thus  exposing  their  prisoners,  with 
their  wounds  yet  open,  to  the  almost  certain  hazard  of  perishing 
by  shipwreck,  or  hunger,  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  English  to 
tkein!  It  fortunately  happens,  that  here  too  **  the  truth  may 
ht  fairly  come  at  ;** — and  wl>cn  we  say  that  it  proceeds  from  the 
mouth  of  Mons.  Niou,  we  presume  that  the  Mornin]g  Chronicle 
itself  will  acquiesce  in  the  testimony. 

Londres,  le  i%  9^^,  1798.  (K.  5.) 

Niou,  Commissaire  du  Gouvenument  Frangais  en  AngUterre^  pour 
tout  cc  qui  est  relatifa  CEchange  et  au  Traitement  des  Prisonnitn  de 
Guerre, 

A  Messieurs  les  Ccnmissaires  du  Transport  Office. 

Messieurs  f 

Je  suis  arriv^  ce  matin  du  long  et  p^nible  voyage  que  je  viens 
de  faire  dans  divers  depots  de  prisonniers  de  guerre  Franfois  en 
Angleterrc. 

J'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  renvoyer  le  passeport  qui  m'a  ^t^  remis 
k  Edinbourg  pour  me  rendre  k  Norman  Crosse,  et  de  lal  4 
Londres.  Veuillez  recevoir  mcs  remerciements  de  I'exactitude 
que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  apporter  i  m*envoyer  cette  piece. 

Une  indisposition  m'empechant  de  sortir  ce  matin  ;  je  ne  peux 
me  rendre  dans  I'instant  aupr^s  de  vous,  pour  vous  entretenir 
sur  divers  objets  extr^mement  importants.  Je  vous  prie  de 
trouver  bon  que  je  m'y  rende  dem'ain  k  I'heure  que  vous  voudrez 
bien  m'indiquer. 

On  ne  peut-Ztre  plus  satis/ait  que  je  ne  l*ai  ete  dam  ma  toumee  des 
sentiments  d'humamite  et  de  justice  qui. president  a  la  conduiu 
des  chefs  qui  dirigent,  sous  vos   Q&ORSS,  I' Administration  da 
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experience,  both  as  a  lover  of  your  country,  and  a$  a 
father.    Your  youngest  son  has  had  the  happiness  to 

prisons  oic  Us  Franfois  sont  detenus.    II  est^bien  doux  pent  mon cctur 
d'atmr  cet  homage  a  rendre  a  1<l  verite. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  &c, 

Niou. 

TRANSLATION. 

London,  Novemberiztkf  1798.     (^•5.) 

Niou,  Commissary  of  the  French  Government  in  England,  for  every 
thing  which  relates  to  the  Exchange,  and  Maintenance  of  the  Prisoners 
ofWar. 

To  Messrs,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Transports, 

CerUlemenf 

I  AM  arrived  this  morning  after  a  long  and  troublesome  jour^ 
ney  which  I  have  just  made  to  the  different  depdts  of  the  French 
prisoners  of  war  in  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  return  you  the  passport  which  was  for- 
warded to  me  at  Edinburgh,  to  enable  me  to  proceed  to  Nor- 
man Cross,  and  from  thence  to  London.  Be  pleased  to  accept 
my  thanks  for  the  punctuality  with  which  you  transmitted  roe 
this  paper. 

A  slight  indisposition  prevents  my  coming  abroad  this  morn- 
ing ;  I  cannot,  therefore,  wait  on  you  at  this  instant, — but  I  beg 
of  you  to  allow  me  to  call  on  you  to-morrow  morning,  at  any 
hour  which  may  suit  .you,  as  I  want  to  have  some  conversation 
on  a  variety  of  objects  of  the  first  impX)rtance. 

It  is  not  possiblb  to  be  bbtter  pleasbd  than  I  bavb 

BEEN  THROUGH  THE  WHOLE  OF  THIS  JOURNBT,  WITH  THB 
SENTIMENTS  OP  HUMANITY,  AND  JUSTICE,  WHICH  REGU* 
LATE  EVERT  PART  OF  THB  CONDUCT  OF  THB  AGBNTS^  WHO 
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escape :  *  htf  is  now  on  board  the  vessel  of  Captaii^  Ca* 
ponsique. 

Let  me  intreat  you.  Citizen  General,  to  remember 
me  to  Citizen  Giraudi.  It  will  not  be  amiss»  I  think, 
to  stop  the  sailing  of  the  papers  which  you  have  under- 
taken to  send  us,  till  it  can  be  done  with  less  hazard. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  respectful  attachment. 

Le  Roy. 


»rEECT»  tniDEE  TOUa  C^EDEKS,  THE  ADMmiSTRATlOn  OF 
TRB  FftltONS  IH  WHICH  THE  FkEHCH  ARE  KEPT.  It  IS  A 
SATISFACTION,  MOST  PEAK  TO  MT  HEART,  TO  HAVE  AH 
i»OBCAGE  OF  THIS  KIND  TO  PAT  TO  TRUTH  I 

1  hsve  the  honour  to  be,  Src, 

Niou. 

We  make  no  af^ology,  as  we  hare  already  observed,  for  the 
length  of  this  note ;  indeed,  it  does  not  need  it.  If  there  be  an 
Englishman  whose  breast  does  not  glow  at  reading  such  testi- 
monies to  ^  unwearied  humanity  of  his  country,  contrasted, 
as  it  here  is,  wfh  the  insolence,  the  rapacity,  the  rancour,  and 
the  cruelty  of  France,  he  is  unworthy  of  it, — and  we  reagn  him, 
with  ineffable  contempt,  to  the  friendship  of  the  M.  C.  With  that 
paper  he  may  turn  with  a  malignant  scowl  from  conviction,  and 
exclaim,  with  equal  baseness'and  stupidity,  that  **  if  the  truth 
could  beyiuV/^come  at,  yrt  should  find  we  had  no  great  reasoa  to 
complain*" 

•  Admiral  Thevenard's  eldest  son  commanded  the  Aquilon^  of 
74  guns  (one  of  the  captured  ships)  and  was  killed  in  the  eiu 
gagement. 
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St.  yean  iPJcre,  19  Pructidor  oh  fr. 

Jh.  En6.  Calones  Bsauvoisin,  Adjudant-Giniral 
fmphji  dan0FArm(e  Franfoise  en  Egypt e^  mix  Crtoyen4 
Membres  du  Direcfqire  Uxicutif  en  France. 

Qitoyens  Directeursp, 

CiHAR^B'par  le  General  Bonaparte  d'une  missioo  im- 
portante  dans  U  Palestine,  j'ai  refu  ordre  de  lui,  a  mon 
depart  d'Egypte,  de  vons  faire  parvenir  par  toutes  les 
voies  qni  me  paroitroient  les  plus  sures,  les  imprimes 
qiie  y%m  ttopver^  cUindus*  P^t*&tr€  vous  auix>ient 
ilsd^j^^te  transmis;  m^s  no^  communicatiQns  avec  la 
France  deyenaot  deJQUf  en  jouf  plus  difficiles,  je  regard^ ' 
comme  tres-favprable.  t'oc^rasioxi  qui  m  e^t  ofierte  de 
yous  donner  des  nouvelles  de  I'armee. 

Notre  position  en  Egypte  est  jusqu'a  cc  oiomcnt  tris^ 
brillante,  et  si  le  succes  de  ma  negociatioh  avoit  re-« 
poi^u  i  i'tanentb  do  0€nfral  en  Chef,  j'eusse  pu  avant 
monretour  aupris  de  iui,  vous  donner  a  I'avance  q\ielqiie« 
ccttitudes  d^ln  avenir  plus  heureux.  Cependant,  riea 
n'est^fi«of§  rompu,  «t  il  sera  peut^Stte  possible  dt 
revenir  sur^tDes  pas* 

-^Je  suif  firH  d'etre  laccnifue.  Je  remets  ma  lettrc  a 
1^  Oapitkine^Raij^sais,  dont  le  b^timent  doit  mettre  a 
la  voile  sous  peu  de  jours.  Je  desire  ardemment  que 
cette  lettre  puisse  vous  parrenir.    Puissiez-vous  en  la 

Part  II.  P 
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rcccvjjnt  *tre  convaincus,  Citoycns  Dircctcurs,  qua* 
800  licucs  de  la  patric,  nos  coeurs  y  sont  plus  fortemei^t 
attaches  que  jamais. 

Recevez  au  nom  de  tous  mes  camarades  ct  du  bravo 
Chef  de  Tannee  Fran9oisc,  rcxprcssion  de  tous  no* 
scntimens,  et  Tassurance  de  notre  sincere  et  respectueux 

devouement.  \      » 

Jh.  Eng.  Beauvoisin, 

Stul  Fran  fats  en  ce  mdm^t  dafi$^la  PaltsUuf* 


TRANSLATION. 

St.  Jian  fAcu  {19  Fruitidor)^  Sipmiir  5/*, 

Jh.  Eng.  Calones  BeauvoisiK,  4^jutant'GeneraJ^ 
employed  in  the  French  Armyy  in  Egypt y  to  the  Citizens^ 
Mmhers  of  the  Executive  Directory  in  France. 

Citizen  Directors, 

Charged  b/jGeneral  Bboapairte  Mrith  an  i'tti^oitant 
mission  in  Palestine,  I  received  orders  from  him,  on 
my  departure  from  Egypt,  to  tirpi^mit  to  you  by  every 
mode  of  conveyance  that  appearied  to  mc  ^i^iQt  s^c,  tbo 
printed  papers  which  you  will  find  inclpsc4.  *  f^y^ 
haps  they  have  already  reached  you ;  Wt^*?  W^  c<wn* 
municattonswith  France  are  becoming  ;^e^  day  mcw 

•  Stt  Che  IirrmoDucTiov. 
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?Ui4  more- difficult,  I  cmbf^c,'With  the  greatest  pl^- 
sjire,  the  jpjrescnt  opportunity  o^  sending  you  the  new^ 
of  the  army. 

Our  situation  in  Egypt  is,  tp  the  present  moment, 
highly  brilliant :  and  if  the  success  of  my  negociation 
bad  answered  Ac  ei^pepfations  of  the  Commander  in 
(^hief,  I  ^ouljl  hay?  bepn  enabled  befpre  my  return  to 
him^  to  give  you,  in  advance,  some  unquestionable  as- 
^uraivces  of  the  future,  more  brilliant  still, — the  busi- 
ness, how^vpr,  is  pot  yet  decidedly  given  up,  and, 
perhaps,  it*  ibay  be  ii^^my  power  to  recover  the  ground 
which  J  hayelost.* 

I  am  obliged  to  be  laconic.  I  entrust  my  letter  to 
the  Captain  of  a  Ragusan  ship,  which  will  sail  in  a 
few  days.  I  most  anxiously  hope  that  it  will  reach 
you.  May  you,  while  you  read  it,  be  convinced.  Citi- 
zen Directors,  that  at  600  leagues  from  our  country  our 
hearts  are  more  strongly  attached  to  it  than  ever. 

•  Wp  lament  tjjat  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  the  reader  Jiny 
Mtisfectory  account  of  the  purport  of  tl^is  most  purious  letter. 
The  writer  seems  to  be  one  of  those  revolutionary  missionaries 
who  have  always  preceded  the  march  of  the  French  armies,  an4 
served  the  double  purpose  of  corrupters  and  spies.  His  parti- 
i:ular  object,  as  ha^  been  observed,  we  have  no  means  of  knowi- 
ing.  It  is  somp  consolation,  however,  to  be  assured,  that  let  it 
have  been  what  it  m^y,  it  is  completely  frustrated ;  for  soon 
after  the  date  of  this  dispatch,  Beauvpisin  was  thrown  intp 
prison  by  the  Governor  of  Acre, 

His  brother  (such,  at  least,  we  conclude  him  to  be)  has  expe- 
rienced a  very  different  fate.  **  He  has  b^en  coiidemned  ^in  the 
words  of  honest  Dogberry)  to  everlasting  redemption/'  Lc  Cr- 
toyen  Beauvoisin,  (says  Bonaparte)  adjoint,  ay^nt  quitt^  le  poste 
qu'il  avoit  ^  Tavanc^e,  et  tenu  des  propos  propres  ^  decourager 
le  soldat,  sera  destitu^,  et  renvoy6  en  France  par  la  premiere 
•aasion !  1 1 
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Acicepty  in  the  name  of  all  my  cdmrades^  and  of  the 
brave  Commander  of  the  French  army,  thtf  expre^on 
of  all  our  sentiments,  and  the  assurance  of  out  sincere 
and  respectful  devotion. 

]m.  EmC.  BEA0TOI8IH. 

The  only  Frenchman  at  this  moment  in  Pakstim^ 

*  It  is  wordi  obierving,  that  this  line  was  written  at  the  vttj 
instant  that  the  Jacobins  of  this  and  other  countries  were  assorio; 
Che  world,  that  the  French  troops  wcremaHeti^  Che  «rl^  o( 
Palestine  I  Sic  transit^  &c.  Sec* 
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No.  XXIX. 

J  JUxandrift  Je  23  Fructidor^  an  6«. 
RoziS'^  son  Ami  Grj  vbt. 

Mon  Cher^ 

Ci^BST  tree  bien  du  plaisir  que  je  t'ecfis  la  presenter 
'esp6raiit  qu'cHe  aura  le  honheur  de  te  parvenir,  milgrt 
les  grandcs  difficultis  que  nous  eprouvons  depuU  le 
inoment  malheureux  de  la  destruction  totale  de  notre 
escadie* 

Au  mooMot  que  Tarm^e  de  tene  se  bat  comme  des 
lions>  celle  de  mer  se  bat  comme  des  laches.  Nous  ne 
&V01IS  nullement  inculper  Les  officiers  subalternes  des 
tannoftters^  et  quelques  matelots ;  mais  une  grande  partie 
avec  les  officiers  superieurs  se  sont  battus  comme  des 
traitres  i,  leiir  ptrtrie* 

Nous  habitons  un  pays  chi  tout  *le  monde  se  deplait  a 
la  mort*  Si  i'arm6e  TaVoit  connu  avant  de  partir  de 
^rance>  sml  de  nous  n'auroit  embarque^  et  auroit  pre- 
fer6  un  million  de  fots  la  mort  que  de  nous  voir  reduits 
a  la  misere  ou  nous  somoics  r  hoiis  avons  I'exmemi  par- 
t&ut;  devant)  derriere,  et  par  les  c&4i.s ;  otactcment  la 
Vendue !  mais  heureusement  que  nous  avons  battu,  a 
ce  que  nous  croyons,  les  pths  redoutaUes.  i^.  Nous 
avons  battu  ks  Arabes;  a"*.  Les  Mamlelouks.  s"".  Les 
Bedouins;  presque  tous  cavalerie  de  petits  chevaux 
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allant  dans  les  montagnes  commc  dans  U  plalne.  Id 
soldats  se  battent  commes  des  Cesars ;  il  a  rcellemeilt 
fallu  des  soldats  Francois  pour  les  battre. 

Nous  nous  sommes  presque  toujours  bstttus  enba- 
taillon  quarre ;  trois  jours  de-  suite  a  marche  forcee 
en  bataillon  quarre^  difFerement  nous  aurions  ete  tout 
detruits*  Dans  le  principe,  11  nous  faisoit  tres-pca 
de  prisonniersy  et  sll  y  en  aVoit  quelqu'uns  qui  echap* 
pasent  a  la  mort,  ils  etoient  reserves  pour  leur  p)ission 
brutale* 

Lc  pa>'s  d'Alexandrie  nVst  qu'un  pays  dc  sable  pres- 
que sans  culture,  on  Thabitant  mourroit  dc  faim  si  les 
iroisins  ne  leur  en  procuroient.  L'habitant  'qu*on  naamt 
let  Arabes>  sont  comme  les  uimaux  pillant  leur  na« 
lion  comme  T^tranger,  toujours  les  armes  a  la  maifly 
ne  vivaht  que  de  rapines,  toujours  campes,  menant  avec 
eux  tous  leurs  menages.  Leurs  camps  ne  sont  quegrattos 
•ur  le  sable ;  aujourd'hui  ils  sont  dans  un  endrbit,  de- 
main  dans  I'autre. 

Le  Grand  Turc  est  leu^  ennemi  jur6 ;  il  n'a  jamais 
pu  les  vaincre ;  il  a  falhi  des  Francois :  ils  ne  craig- 
nent  nullement  notre  caralerie ;  a  dire  vrai,  clle  est 
tres-'peu  nombreuse  ;  ils  ne  craigneht  que  le  canon ;  ils 
tonibent  sur  les  coups  de  fusils  comme  le  sanglier  court 
sur  le  chasseur  apres  qu'il  est  blesse  ;  ils  n'ont  pas  de 
canons ;  s'ils  en  avoient^  il  n'y  auroit  nuUe  nation  pour 
les  battre. 

Nous  avon^rest6  plusieurs  jours  dans  cc  pays  ou  nous 
n'avons  trouv^ : ni  eau,  ni.pain,  ni  aucune  esp^ce  de 
vivres,  sans  meme  po«Vi)ir  en  tirer  de  nulle  pait:  H 
nous  e^  mort  dans  l^eij^Gc  de  cinq  ou  six  joursy 
sans  Qxagirer,  dc  six  a  jept  ceas  hommcs,  tous  p^^ 
la  «oif r    w   .:     .  ^   .  . 
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Ce  pa>^9  de  s^blfe  pa^ne^  pous  arrivons  du  cote  de  la 
Villc  qu'on  nomme  le  Grand  Cairc,  pays  tres-riche  par 
6on  commerce,  et  tres-fertile  en  grain :  c'est  la  que  la 
grande  bataille  s'est  donnee.  Nous  les  avons  en  partic 
detruitSy  ou  noyes ;  ceux  qui  se  sont  echappes  ont  fui 
dans  le  Desert  pour  se  rendre  dans  l*£gypte,  ou  du  cote 
de  Jerusalem.  Nous  les  avons  poursuivis  jusque  dans 
la  Haute  Egypte,  ou  nous  les  avons  en  partie  fini  de 
detruire.  Ceux  qui  ont  pu  fuir  ont  travers6  le  D6sert 
pouf  se  rendre  du  cote  de  la  Barbarie ;  j 'ignore  si  nous 
les  y  poursuiverons* 

Nous  sommes  tres-reduits  t  avec  cela  il  existe  un 
m6contentement  genefal  dans  Tarmee:  ledespotisme 
n'a  jamais  ete  au  point  qu'il  Test  aujourd'hui ;  nous 
avons  des  soldats  qui  se  sont  donne  la  mort,  en  pr6- 
sence  du  General  en  Chef,  en  Uii  disant,  ^^  voila  ton 
ouvragel" — je  ne  puis  t'en  dire  davantage;  la  suite 
t'insttuira  du  reste* 

J'ose  te  prier,  mon  boh  ami>  a  la  lettre  que  tu  re- 
cevras  de  mon  frcre,  de  vouloir  bien  passer  ma  malle 
a  Tadresse  qu'il'te  designera;  elle  sera  peut-etre,  i 
celle  de  Dumoin  a  Auch.  Eniin  n^mporte  qu'elle 
Boit. 

Tu  pens  avoir  ta  retratte  avant  que  nous  ne  rentrions 
en  France ;  j 'ignore  quel  est  celui  qui  peut  conmiander 
le  depot.  II  peut  arriver  que  les  efFets  se  perdent ; 
jiige  pour  moi  quelle  perte!  nous  n'avons  a  esperer 
que  de  sortir  de  ce  pays  comme  de  petits  saint  Jean^ • 
II  est  du  aujourd'hui  quatre  mois  d^appointemens ; 
nous  craignons  tons  que  nous  ne  soyons  obliges  d'en 
faire  un  don  patriotique  force  pour  le  retablissement 
de  la  perte  de  treize  vaisseaux  de  ligne,  ct  dHme  ving- 
taine  d'autres>  soit  fregatcs  et  autres  batimens.    Telle 
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CM  la  r^eompenso  qui  nous  attend  du  fruit  de  ndi 
trsvaux. 

Tu  pourrasy  mon  ami*  prendre  tin  habit  neuf  dant 
ma  maHe  qui  m'a  6t6  fait  a  Liege>  avec  vingt-quatre 
livres  en  argents  Je  peme  que  c^est  ce  que  je  pui^  tt 
devoir ;  si  par  cela  il  n'y  en  a  pas  assez,  tu  prendras  ce 
qu'il  te  faudrai  pul  tu  mettras  le  restant  de  I'argent 
dedans  la  malle ;  tu  la  feras  bien  fisseler^  tii  cacbeteras  le 
des^s  de  ta  serrure  en  la  remettant  a  la  diligence :  prend 
mes  int6rSts  je  t*cn  prie  comme  un  ami. 

Si  Durand  et  Jenot  sont  avec  toi  dis  leur  bien  des 
choses  de  ma  part>  et  assure-Ies  du  bonheilr  qulls  ont 
d'etre  dans  leUr  patrie. 

Assure  bien  de  mes  respects  ta  chcre  epouse,  et 
embrasse  mille  fois  ta  famille  pour  moi,  et  crois-toi 
bien-heurcux  de  n'etre  pas  venu  nous  joindre  en  Italie^ 

Je  suis  pour  la  vie  ton  bon  ami. 

Rozis>  Capttatnt4 


TRANSLATIOl^. 

Alexandria  ^^3  FructtdorJ  September  y^ 
R0ZIS  /#  his  Friend  GrI  VIT. 

•  1  IS  with  great  pleasure,  my  dear  friend,  that  I  send 
you  the  present^  hoping  that  it  wlU  have  the  good  fiortune 
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to  reach  yoU|  notwithstanding  the  prodigious  difficulties 
We  have  been  subjected  to,  since  the  unfortunate  moment 
of  the  total  destruction  of  Our  fleet. 

AVhile  the  land  forces  fight  like  so  many  lions,  those 
of  the  fleet  behaVed  Hke  cowards !  We  ought  not,  in- 
deed, by  any  means  to  blame  the  subalttrn  officers,  the 
cannoneers,  and  some  of  the  seamen';  but  the  major 
part,  together  with  the  superior  officers^  certainly  fought 
like  traitors*  to  their  country  I 

We  inhabit  a  country  with  which  we  are  all  dissatis- 

-  *  A  plain  statement  of  die  fyct  will  shew  with  what  justice  the 
trewt  of  the  FFench  ships  are  accused  by  their  countrymen  of 
acting  like  tnutors  on  the  first  of  August.  ^ 

The  following  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  certificate  given  in  by 
the  surviving  conunissaries  and  officers  of  the  French  fleet,  and 
Recognized  as  authentic  by  the  Government. 
Number  of  men  on  board  the  thirteen  vessels 

captured  or  destroyed  in  the  engagement  of 

the  ist  of  August  (exclusive  of  the  Hercules 

gun-boat)        •  .        *  .  •  |^3« 

Sent  on  shore  by  Lord  Nelson  in  consequence 

of  a  cartel  established  between  him  and  the 

Commandant  of  Alexandria,  and  acknow« 

ledged  in  the  receipt  of  Capt.  Barry,  Com- 
mander of  the  Aloeste        '-  «^5\     -,Q '^ 
Wounded,  included  in  said  cartel    -     1500/     ^    ^ 
Escaped  from  the  Timoleon  while 'she  lay  on 

shore  UAete  wert  murdend  by  the  Arabs)  -  350  ^  3765 
Escaped  from  the  Hercules  (gun-boat)        -  50 

Officers,  carpenters,  caulkers,  &c.  detained  by 

Lord  Nelson       .  •  •  100^ 

Total  destroyed  -        $^1$ 

If  to  these  we  add  the  wounded,  we  shall  find,  that  of  8930,  of 
which  the  whole  consisted,  6725,  more  than  three-fourths,  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  an  action  in  which  they  are  said,  by  this 
bloody-minded  Captaiui  to  have  <<  behaved  like  traitors !"  Rozis 
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fitfd^  td  a  degrte  hot  to  be  conceived.    If  the  ^KOOfB 

HAD    BOT   KNOWN    WHAT    IT    WAS,    BEFORE    THET* 

QjfiTTED  France,  they  would  have  prei^err£i> 

DEATH  a  thousand  TIMES  TO  THE  MISERY  TO 
which   they   now  find  THEMSELVES   REDUCED^ 

We  have  the  enemy  every  where,  before,  bdiind,  and  oi% 
each  side  of  us ;  it  is  an  exact  counterpart  of  La  Vendee. 
Happily^  we  have  defeated  the  most  formidable  o£ 
them :  i,  the  Arabs ;  2|  the  Mamekmcs  9  3,  the  Be- 
douins ;  almost  all  cavalry,  all  mounted  on  active  little 
horses,  that  run  as  swiftly  up  the  mountains  as  along 
the  plains.  The  troops  fought  like  Caesars,  and,  indeed, 
nothing  less  than  French  soldiers  could  have  defeated 
such  an  enemy ! 

We  were  almost  always  obliged  to  engage,  formed 
into  squares.  In  this  inconvenient  order  of  battle  we 
inade  three  days  forced  march ;  and,  indeed,  to  have 
changed  it  would  have  been  fatal  to  us  all.  The  enemy 
made  but  few  prisoners  at  first ;  if  they  saved  any  frbm 
death,  it  was  only  to  render  them  subservient  to  their 
brutal  passions. 

The  country  of  Alexandria  is  merely  a  country  of 
sand,  devoid  of  all  cultivation  ;  where  the  inhabitants 
would  perish  with  hunger  if  they  were  not  supplied 
with  necessaries  from  the  neighbouring  districts.  The 
natives  who  are  called  Arabs^  are  a  sort  of  wild  beasts^ 
who  pillage  their  own  people  as  readily  as  strahgersf. 
They  are  always  armed,  lire  entirely  on  rapine,  dwell 

might  (if  he  had  pleased)  have  discovered  a  juster  and  mucb  more 
reasonable  cause  of  their  defeat,  in  the  superior  skill  and  intre- 
pidity of  their  enemies ;  but,  except  in  the  affair  of  his  trunks 
he  does  not  appear  to  have  exerted  any  great  portion  of  positive 
inquiry. 
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toAstantly  in  temsy  and  carry  their  whole  household  with 
them.  When  they  wish  to  incamp,  they  just  trace  out  a 
few  lines  on  the  sand ;  they  are  here  to  day,  and  there 
to-morrow. 

The  Grand  Turk  is  their  sworn  enemy:  he  haS 
taever  been  able  to  subdue  them ;  that  was  reserved  for 
the  French  to  ao^omplish.  They  are  not  in  the  least 
afraid  of  our  cavalry :  to  say  the  truth,  we  have  not 
much  of  it ;  they  are  only  intimidated  by  our  artillery  t 
they  rush  upon  our  bayonets,  as  the  wild  boar  does  upon 
the  hunters  when  he  is  wounded.  They  have  no  can<^ 
non  ;  if  they  had,  no  nation  on  eardi  would  be  able  to 
subdue  them. 

We  were  many  days  without  water  or  bread,  or 
victuals  of  any  kind ;  and  even  without  means  of  pro^ 
curing  any.  In  five  or  six  days,  I  speak  without  exag-* 
geration,  we  lost  six  or  seven  hundred  men  by  thirst 
alone  1 1 !  Having  passed  the  Desert,  we  reached  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city  called  Grand  Cairo,  a  country 
extremely  rich  by  its  commerce,  and  very  fertile  in  grain. 
It  was  here  that  the  great  battle  was  fought ;  we  killed 
or  drowned  a  part  of  them  ;  while  those  who  escaped, 
fled  into  the  Desert ;  some  of  them  with  the  intent  of 
reaching  Egypt,  others  the  neighbourhood  of  Jerusalem! 
We  pursued  them  as  far  as  Upper  Egypt,  where  we, 
in  some  measure,  completed  their  destruction ;  ♦  as 
many  as  could  escape,  crossed  the  Desert  with  an  in- 
tent of  getting  to  Barbary.  I  have  not  yet  learned 
whether  we  shall  pursue  them  thither. 

*  IThless  Rozis  be  in  correspondence  With  Sir  John  Macpher* 
aen,  who  hoped  the  House  would  be  in  '*  some  degree  unani- 
jnous,"  we  caunot  account  for  his  stumbling  upon  this  expression. 
The  precious  traits  of  geographical  knowledge  which  precede  it, 
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We  are  exceedingly  *reduced  in  diir  numbers.  Be« 
sides  all  this^  there  exists  a  geneial  discontent  in  the 
army.  Despondency  was  never  at  such  a  height  be* 
fore :  we  have  had  several  soldiers  who  blew  out  their 
1>rains  in  the  presence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  ex- 
claiming to  him,  *<V©ila  ton  ouvrage;"  **  this  li 
'<  YOUR  Work  !'*  I  can  go  no  farther,  time  will  ac« 
quaint  you  with  the  rest. 

I  take  the  liberty,  my  good  friend,  of  requesting  you^ 
as  soon  as  you  shall  receive  a  letter  from  my  brother,  to 
forward  my  trunk  to  the  place  he  shall  direct ;  it  wiU 
be,  perhaps,  to  Dumoin's  at  Auch;  but  that  is  a 
matter  of  no  consequence^ 

You  will,  perhaps,  have  retired  from  the  army  before 
6ur  return ;  and,  in  thut  case,  t  shall  not  know  wh<^ 
will  have  the  charge  of  the  depot.  It  may  thus  happen 
that  my  property  may  be  lost ;  judge  what  a  loss  for 
me !  The  best  thing  we  can  venture  to  look  forward 
to,  is  to  quit  this  country  like  so  many  little  St.  Johns.* 
We  are  already  four  months  pay  in  arrear ;  and  y^  all 
fear  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  make  a  forced  patriotic 
gift  of  it|  towards  re-establishing  the  thirteen  sail  of  the 
line,  ahd  the  twenty  other  vessels,  frigates,  &c.  which 
we  have  unfortunately  lost.  Such  is  the  recompence  wc 
expect,  and  such  will  be  the  frui^of  all  our  labours ! 

we  leave,  without  comment^  to  the  aldmiration  of  our  readers^ 
contenting  ourselves  with  recommending  to  their  most  tenons 
notice,  the  paragraphs  which  follow^  and  which,  as  they  merely 
relate  to  the  objects  of  sens^and  feeling,  wc  would  as  readily  re« 
ceive  from  Rozis  as  from  any  philosopher  in  the  army. 

•  Meaning,  we  believe,  naked  ;  such  being  the  manner  ini 
which  the  French  had  been  accustomed,  under  the  *'  old  super* 
stition,  to  see  the  infant  samt  represented  in  their  churches. 
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You  may  take  for  yourself,  my  friend,  from  tlie 
trunks  a  new  coat,  which  was  made  for  me  at  Liege, 
and  a  louis  d'or  in  money.  Thb,  I  think,  is  about 
what  I  owe  you ;  if  it  be  not  sufficient,  take  what  will 
make  it  so ;  then  put  the  rest  of  the  money  in  the 
trunk,  cord  it  well,  put  a  seal  upon  the  lock,  aad  see  it 
safe  in  the  diligence.  Act  for  me  in  this  case,  I  beseedi 
you,  like  a  friend. 

If  Durand  and  Jenot  are  with  you,  remember  me 
kindly  to  them,  and  tell  them  how  happy  they  are  to  be 
In  their  native  country* 

My  tcsptdB.  to  yoor  wifd :  embrace  your  family  for 
me  a  thousand  timet^  and  hriievfiyourflelf  the  moft  fori» 
timtte  of  men^  in  not  coming  to  join  us  in  Italy. 

Ever  ypu^  most  sincerely. 
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J  Ahxandric^  le  4*  yendeffuaire^Mn  7*« 

'^OZi%,d  son  F.rere, 

Ci'est  avec  bien  du  plaisir,  mdki  -cter  irere*  que  jc 
t'ccris  \z  presenter  ^SraDt  ^'etle  aUVa  le  bonheur  de 
te  parvenir  malgr6'  les  grander  jdifficnlles  que  nout 
iprouvons  a  pouveir  ^aire  passer  laimer  -a  urn  lettres^ 
ou  le  desagrement  et  la  perte  que  nous  avons  fait  de 
toutc  tiotre  pscadrc. 

Dans  ce  moment  les  Anglois  occupent  toute  K  Me- 
dfterranee  ^  cela  nous  cause  de  d6sagr£mens  de  ne 
pouvoir  donner  de  nos  nouvelles  en  France^  que  par  des 
vaisseaux  des  nations  neutres,  encore  faut*il  qu'ils  se 
sauvent  des  Anglois  pour  passer,  et  3'ils  sont  pris  ils  les 
brulent. 

Nous  sommes  done  partis  de  Rome^  comme  je  t'aj 
marque  dans  ma  demiere  lettre  de  Civita  Vecchia, 
rheure  de  notre  embarquement.  Tu  as  bien  du  t'ap- 
percevoir  dans  quelle  situation  j'etois:  je  t'assure  que 
j'ai  eprouve  des  disgraces;  mais  celle-la  est  la  plus 
forte ;  j'ai  done  6te  force  de  partir  d'une  ville  au  mo- 
ment de  me  voir  heureux,  d*epouser  une  femme  char- 
mante,  avec  beaucoup  de  bien,  etre  oblige  ^e  partir 
sans  I'espoir  de  plus  la  revoir.  Jamais  je  ne  trouyerai 
pareil  parti.     Enfin,  tel  est  mon  sort  !• 

Nous  sommes  done  partis  sans  savoir  ou  nous  devions 
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filers  arrives dsvant  Tisle  de  Malte,  Ton  nous  dit  qu'on 
vknt  dans  cettc  isle  pour  faire  le  siege  de  la  ville.  Dane 
tf ois  jours  nous  nous  en  rendons  maitres.  Nous  nous 
r^eposons  pendant  cinq  ou  six  jours;  ce  terns  expire, 
Qous  mettons  voile  au  vent  sans  dire  nullement  i 
ji'annee  dans  quel  pays  elle  alloit.  Nous  voguons 
;^insi  pendant  dix-buit  jours;  au  bout  de  ce  terns 
nous  appercevons  terre,  et  nous  nous  trouvons  en  face 
d'Alpxandrie  premiere  yille  de  Turquie,  rebblle  au 
■  Qrand  Turc. 

JL'on  nousdfibarque;  nous  commcnfons  a  combattre 
contra  ^es  nations  qu'on  nomme  des  A^abes^  des  Mame- 
louksy  et  fies  Bpdouins,  nations  hs  phis  barbares.^  Les 
premiers  jours  iis  ne  faisoient  pas  de  prisonniers:  quand 
le  General  Bon^arte  vit  cela,  il  leur  envoyaun  mani- 
feste  en  leur  langue,  p^vir.  leur  signifier  que  s'ils  tuoient 
nos  prisonniers,  il  agirpit  de  represailles ;  malgre  cela, 
il?  ont  toujours  continue. 

,  Aujourd'hui  nous  sommes  vginqueurs;  dansunaf* 
l^jlg  seule  nous  ayons  fait  -  -  r  .-  ou  tue  pres  de 
dix  mille,  et  le^^autres  mis  en  fuite*  Nous  les  pour^ 
^uiyons  dans  la  Haute  Egypte  du  cote  de  Jerusalem. 
J 'ignore  quelle  y  sera  notre  dcstinee.    ,  * 

J'ai  a  te  dire,  mpn.cher  frere,  .que  j'ai  june  mallt 
entre  les  mains  d'un  de  mes  amis,  maitre  tailleur  de  la 
demi-brigade.  Je  lui  Saris  en  meme  terns  qu*a  toi  pour 
que  cela  n'eprouve  pas  de  difEcuites ;  tu  peus  done 
pcrirc  en  consequence,  et  adresser  ta  lettre  au  Citoyen 
Grivet,  maitre  tailleur  au  depSt  de  la  88""  brigade  au 
Fort  Bareau  proche  Chambery.  II  te  la  fera  passer  a 
I'adresse  que  tu  voudras.  Pour  cela  je  desirerai  que 
111  te  rende  a  Auch^  pour  prier  fle  ma  part  le  nomme 
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Dutnont  ills  ain6  oiarcband^  pour  qu'il  te  donne  lei 
mojcns.  necessiaites  pour  Varriv^e  4e  tna  malic,  et  dts 
lui  bictt  des  choses  de  ma  part.  Sots  persuade  qu'il  me 
rendra  ce  service ;  sois  persuade,  mon  chcr  frerc,  que 
ma  malle  vaut  bien  la  peine  qu*4>n  la  reclame  ;  il  n'y  a 
dcjdans  que  du  bon  butin ;  tu  y  trouveras  entre  autre  six 
kmis  d'or,  une  paire  de  boucles  en  argent,  beaucoup  dc 
chemises,  deux^  habits  neuf,  des  Testes,  des  culpttes  de 
dr^p  blanc,  des  gillets  blancs,  deor-paires  de  bottes,  d^ 
bas  de  fil  et  de  coton,  des  bas  de  sole,  beaucoup  de 
mouchoirs  de  pocke,  et  plusieurs  autres  choses.  Tu 
garderas  cela  cbet  toi  jusqu'a  mon  rttoiir  en  France^ 
fi  j'ai.  le  bonheui^  d'y  revenir  f  saos  cela,  tu  en  pro- 
fiteras. 

8i  d'ici  en  plusieurs  mois  que  tu  apprend  que  la  demi* 
brigade  est  rentrSe  en  France,  ct  que  tu  ne  re^oivc  pai 
de  mes  nouyelles,  tu  poix  ecrire  au  conseil  d'administra- 
tion  de  la  demi-brigade,  pour  lui  reclamer  ce  dont  je 
pourrois  avoir,  et  si  le  tout  arrive  jt  bon  port^^  tu  don- 
neras  quatre  louis  d'or  a  Henriette,  et  quatre  Ioitft4 
Joseph,  et  toi,  tu  profiteras  de  Tautre  part. 

Assure  bien  de  mes  amities  ta  chere  epouse,  mes 
sceurs,  et  frercs,  et  toute  la  famille,  sans  manquer  ton 
secretaires  et  crois  moi  pour  la  vie^ 

Ton  boh  fr^re^- 

Rozis^  Cmpitaiwg^ 
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TRANSLATION. 

Alexandria^  Septimler  l^th. 
Rozis  to  bis  Brothir. 

J.  IS  with  great  pleasure^  my  dear  brother,  that  I 
write  you  the  present ;  hoping  it  will  have  the  good 
fortune  to  reach  you,  in  spite  of  the  prodigious  diffi- 
culties we  find  in  gending  or  receiving  a  letter  by  §ea, 
on  account  of  the  total  destruction  of  our  fleet. 

The  English  are  at  this  moment  complete  masters  of 
the  Mediterranean ;  we  are  reduced,  therefore,  to  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  trusting  all  our  correspondence 
with  France  to  neutral  vessels:  even  these  can  only 
hope  to  convey  it,  by  escaping  the  vigilance  of  the 
English  ;  for  if  they  are  taken  they  are  burnt; 

We  were  marched  from  Rome,  as  I  wrote  to  you  in 
my  last  letter  from  Civita  Vecchia  at  the  moment  we 
were  going  on  board  the  transports.  You  must  have 
discovered  the  state  of  my  mind  from  that  letter.  I 
have  had  misfortunes  enough  in  my  life,  but  never  any, 
I  Can  assure  you,  like  that  which  I  then  experienced. 
I  was  forced  to  quit  a  charming  girl,  with  a  very  pretty 
fortune,  when  I  was  on  the  point  of  being  made  happy. — 
Yes,  obliged  to  leave  her  without  any  hope  of  ever 
seeing  her  again !  I  shall  never  find  such  another  match ! 
but  what  can  be  said  ?— *tis  my  hard  fortune ! 

We  went  on  board  without  knowing  whither  we 
were  going.  When  we  reached  Malta  we  were  told 
that  our  destination  was  to  besiege  that  place,  and  in 
three  days  we  made  ourselves  masters  of  Jt.    We  tuid^ 

Part  IL  Q^ 
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there  five  or  six  days  to  recruit  ourselves^  and  then  fnit 
to  sea»  without  the  least  information  being  given  to  th« 
army  with  respect  to  the  place  of  its  future  destinalion« 
We  sailed  for  eighteen  days,  when  we  fell  in  with  the 
land,  and  found  ourselves  before  the  city  of  Alexandriat 
the  metropolis  of  Turkey,  and  in  a  state  of  open  re- 
bellion against  the  Grand  Seignior !  ^ 

As  soon  as  we  were  put  on  shore  we  began  to  fig^ 
a^inst  certain  nations,  known  by  the  name  of  Be^ 
douins  c  nations  of  the  most  barbarous  kind.  At  first 
they  made  no  prisoners.  When  Generat  Bonaparlt 
saw  this,  he  sent  them  a  Manifesto  in  their  own  Ia»- 
guage,  informing  them,  that  if  tkey  put  their  prisooert 
to  death,  he  should  be  oUtgcd  to  ret^ata^ — Kotwith* 
^  standing  this,  they  have  not  altered  their  conduct. 

At  present  we  are  victorious.  In  one  action  alone  we' 
(word  tUtgihU)  or  killed  near  ten  thousand,  and  having 
put  the  remainder  to  flight,  pursued  them  into  Upper 
Egypt,  on  the  side  of  Jerusalem ! ! !  1  have  not  yet 
heard  what  will  be  our  next  expecfition. 

I  must  now  inform  you,  my  dear  brother,  that  1 
have  a  trunk  in  the  hands  of  one  of  my  friends,  a 
master  tailor  in  the  demi-brigade.     I  shall  send  to  hint 

*  We  are  almQst  weary  of  remarking  on  the  gross  ignorance 
of  the  officers  of  th?  French  army ;  and  yet  it  is  impossible  not 
to  notice  such  passages  as  the  above.  Calling  Alexandria  the 
capital  of  Turkey  is  what  we  should  hs^ve  some  difficulty  in  ex- 
cusing in  a  f^iliovver  of  X\fi  camp  i  but  when  we  Snd  a  CapCaiii 
asserting  that  Alexundria  was  in  a  state  of  rebellion  against  tbe 
Porte,  and  in  consequence  pf  it  actually  destroying  the  Turks  un- 
der the  idea  that  he  was  obliginj;  the  Grand  Seignior »-^nous  y  ptr- 
dons  notre  latin,  and*  indeed^  our  patience.  Bonaparte  seems 
to  have  forrted  a  just  estimate  of  the  capacity  of  his  dflScers,  and 
te  have  made  thehr  uftparallelled  credulity  tfic  foundation  of  his 
e^n  unparallelied  assurance  t 
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by  this  conveyance  that  you  may  have  no  difficulty  in 
executing  my  commiss;Qn^    Write,  a  letter,  therefore, 
and  direct  it  to  Citi^eh  OHvet,  master-tailor  to  the 
dep6t  of  tt»e  88tb  brigftde.  Fort  Bafca^,  iM^.^bambery.  ^ 
He  will  send  the  trunk  wherever  you  order  it.^   I  wpulct 
havryou-tefafr  to  Auch,  call  upott  t)um6nt*s  eldest  son 
(a  merchant  there) .  lemetuber  ini  lindTy'Tb  hirii,  ^d 
request  him,  in  my  name,  to  assist  you  in  facilitating^ 
its  ;a^hFal.t-4Be  asaut^  ibat  he  will  rendar-nM^this^r^ 
vk^-«-be,AMtrcd,^n(k35.d^  brother,  that  the  tronk  is 
worth  looking  after>  ^There  is  i«rc  booty  in' 'It-^You 
wfll  find,  mnong  other  things;  six  iMis^d'btsv  ^^fzif 
of  silver  buckfes,  ft  Yiiftnber  of  shirts,  tWorttw  coats,' 
sow*  i^trtcoafs  and' Blrecchcs  oif  whfie  cKfhi^mc' 
white  under- waistcoat^,  r^o  paif '^  of  Dbdts,  several  pair 
of  thread  and  cotton  stockings,  some  silk  ones,,  a  num- 
ber of  g6c]£et  handkerchiefs,  and  many  other  articles,. 
These  you  will  take  charge  of  till  my  return  to  France  ;, 
if  ^  am  «ver  h^ppy  epougK  to  return  there,rrrif  not, 
appjjftbffm  ^Q  your  own  usQ.  .;"-... 

If  ypu  cvex  Hf9!^J^  .hear,  that  the  demM>f igadt  hk 
iMir&ed  houQ^itodU^^r  a  c^unpetent  tiiiiej^  seceive 
no-letter  from  me,  yidamtfy  then  write  to  1^  Councir 
of  A4&iinielrati<m  t^A%  Brigside,  icfr  whatever  bekngad 
ttr^fe-;  and  if  it  reache^you  in  wrfetyj  I  worf*  wisK 
you  tdgive'fouT  loufc  to  H<«itJctt^,  and  four  to-Jt)^h, 
—ifh\i  T^st  keep  for  yotifs^lf,  ...--' 

*  Pi-esent  tfty  love  to  youi  ddar  ^Jfe,  Ux  tny  brothers' 
ariif  sisters,  and  to  all  flie  family,  not  jFoigefting  your 
secretary'. !    '  "  !  .  -  ^ 

I  remain,  ever  yours  affectionately, 

kozis.  Opt. 
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4.  T?mcfnc>t  ^AE'a,  ©EOT;  'APXiEHf ikdno^ ? 
KftNZTANTiNrno'AEos.  i^^'As'  'm'ijfip^..KAi;;- 

O'mOTMENJKO'X  nATPIAPXHE.  ■   ...•    .- r  - 

•  ■    •  ..:•„.  IX-.V.:      •  ,  ..■.•(.,  .;.-::;::  ■■^.,.- 

JMfHr(f4^T«i  K^txol  Hcu  ^ijiAuTA^  ilf^vr<Hf  udcr-fM^  m$m  ,  ^ 

Sirifoiyj-flt?  TO  yiro?  Twr  ToMfv  Jkxrtke^i^v  Tn«  «'or|5^ia«.j«rt;fiM-^^«4^*- 
^0^  iKTof   ^^vx^^  avTa;»  T^y  ftov.  rqc  civorctoict^  wt^s  Tor  Afov^  xoi 

«&f  ^Mtr  *A  yim  rtk'ouA^uvif  Amf096nT6fxtH  ^^ict^i^tetirToy^ '^2M^>t^ 

^du.  4  ^K^tfflTopq^  «|  e^f/fftri^  ^oj^ini^  f^f  ^  r«ly  d^Mfi.#o^» 

litavftj^ioci  Ttf  ^«^X»>  neu'  dfAVfifAom  r^  fuq  tik  Sio^mpo'iak  •  %• 
tSto  xetripict  ra?   cTty^tifC  fiacihiiti^  3y»   >«  C^afr*  •w'x'J/Ai'  ««* 
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^^i^At  wet^Bw,  h,*  uvri  yu^  ^a^OSn  ^«UTiXi^tf^>  W  sijcii  w 
«i(  Mraniroy  7anr  ATo^oiroitfr,  ix^xfKr»i>  }2  tow  xtt)ebiro»iif»9  2it(  ftv  «At«»» 

K«Ti{imr»yr«(  •  ck  uxvm  re  hi^v,  iift  va  dfdccarsj^  to  vcif,  Kot 
9'  cmSJu'V^tik  «»  7f yi>  MdK  Kt;xf«y.     Kat  h'  axno  T»ro  o  ironi^  ^»^- 

V^^tfu  Ix  Tik  0»«^x^»  *'^  '^  ^  ^iXo^o^i«  yc^oiivt,  W»^n 

«9  l^«^ir  T^  ^xf v^/Af»M»,  cKT*  m/(fat^fft¥  «fr^  to^  4*^^  «^(?y  x«m 
^nif  y^  9mii  vf  0Ta7q»9  olVtvif  ^a  *a  f;^i/ir^criy  ivxo^f  viS  vtr^fi' 
.«rtK  IK  T«»  elffiSuaf  ravrm  vviit^V'^aif  tii\  .«rp^.  Qtot  aw^reiaittf,  /a) 
.T^  ll^<lf  T11C  iXfvSi^Mef  xeift  ft)  tio»  tr^raa^f  m  ofAOimrof  xa^ 

'tid^m^My  ifk»  K»f  T^  ci^tig  r^i.^iAMKy  tit  u^fAW  nr^cftWSc  T«K«rT»- 

,^i?Jia¥f  4(71$  xoi  M  :K<f»^  »va>Ni9(  &9  timtr^ci/fn  owrvf.  A^ot  ^i 
■{  JMnrrittc  tfamrof  v^amc  a9r«x<»^w»y  x«u  joX*<ki(  ^  .l^o^ 
7;^af<furr#  aWAni^  ii$fXnfa»  r»  sj>o;^i9a'«y  rviv  ficta%>lka9  ravrntt 
neu  9»  htyu^9  ra^  ^oxii/aImic  Tiosi  tni  ik  9uiAr»rq^ia»  nai  arr«^ 
vitfr  «*  T»  «iroTiX^0'/M0Ta  uvdu  aXXs)Xo/Aa;^»«  ^voxrovia^  jlcu  ^»v«« 
8^'  OK  •  d^o^  X^^^i  ^  aytni^trat  i(  el^^ck  cK  fift^^  '«  x»« 
vrmfiay  r^r  a^g«iroTQTa,  xo^  vri^'av^  iri^a^  ^b^»oTi»t^  iiroMiffAir 
Vj^m^  xdu  T^y  Ai)r{(xi}»  ^vTAfy  Ifi^o^y  ti(.''A*yutrTAj>«  o9^  x«*  Ji«^ 
TVTo  i/x^flcmifli  Qaaihikob  eivrn  huaw^  fxi^{i  v^Xf^ov  ^  {^^  x«^ 

^AtT^c^  'm  «»S^««n^TDTOf»  T^  arrv^oK  tS  8m(,  x*^  t^  T^^tmn 
Tiff  xo»y^(  f  ^«$MK  x»(  u^^HK*  Kre*  iv^  t^m  mn^  ^9^uiX$fff  urn 
0t;^ifue;K^(  lo;;^^  fiaa%>Sii  rlf  Tq(  *Ptf0'i«K>  xdu  B^rrctpioi  rhi  xcJ 
«^^»«frr«(  IK  avrhv  t^v  i y^oy  0xo«'oy>  ^«  yei  XuTfi^tf^  T>»y  ard^- 
woTirrtf  AflT^  T«  fuMorroi  xax»^  x«»  f»  ^efno^cti^t  ik  T«|y  owvfjnvf 
TOi  ^M^iAixof  ft 01x^^11  {  ly  TOK  l^^9^i  amihi*     *09iy  i  'Odiy/4i(»o{ii0i* 
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*il}Js^  fdiiM^v  ii»^m  VKQ^lj^if  durig  iig  rtiy  aAi)3^  fA«udl- 
ficufy  x»\  'm  rOs  ^ciXXci^  ri  ^uyii  xjJ  riSg  ruf  otipnlief  u^ 

X^iTB  wf9vozt  T1IC  tmrn^lotg  rmy  i^^muv^  xeciisirm^  msmtm^ 
TMv  iu  wrtf9^  inWf  xptroi  riv  Sli§¥  OfwifoXw.  ha  rSct  M 

KifftAfH^iWf   ZaniV^,  l^mviCi  T^tf/ySy  dfyu^'  M^^» 
Hair«!w  XoiTTM^,  oTf  d'fXiKTKi  ^"K^TiPof  HCH  Airifa9ii  fSnf  9^(^ 

iirwrStoa-j  w  ?f«K  rJff  diXi»56*?  xa^J  kww   £ot«56t<  xaeJ 

<^^w<f»  ryf  m^fidrrm^i  %m  vd  ri;  )i^[jfjn<fuinv  Ik  toi  6eudi^ 

■pjicief  w?  yyi|o-i«  ptitXti  r?f  *ExxX»j««?  «i  X^»rS,  x»l  ^Xwrc^ 
iivtfxixd^  Twy  of S'Sir  ^yjtxflcTwv  rJf?  mf^tag  rfi^t  Ivre^Ug  xx\ 

>$07fciir  rSy  xihtli^jv  rirdiv  TdXXuiv  fid  yd  o^itaSJin  %Txgd 

iKTroXaotrnTf  r?f  tXiuStj lioK,  xasl  '?tj  iirf 0^  twi'  d^^ddtay  trj 0- 
it^cw(rag  itrofjtiiybi  iXeuS'ffoi  Jk  to  l^ric-nrXioyTf  ?*f  xfl£9'£  «XXoi^ 
'xatf oik;  **  nXrrjo^ogS/x^v^  &  upa?  'itd  *w-f  orayJj;  xal  (3h>,iic 
djjt^nocldtTii   t??   Kodf^idg  tfliumj  P^o-^Xliaf,    or*  dlXrrt 
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Tifff  *Pay»^i!f,  n  ^o«#v  «AX«9  rfixov  j3»Ai>&iit«.  ''OS'fk 
f^i  TO  ydc  yyoi^ltfiiiAtif  iijcaci;  xa»   l<r/bbb  ifft^Kn^otpoovifAnok 

T(i><Xtay  Tuf»i  itKCUordrri.      Km)  o&x,oirog  riif  r^iSu  rirtajf 

fiTsrciv  «&d'£»a(^  xa»  9p^»  ^»a  aAAo  ri^  zr^oxoi^rxXAix^MQyriq 

jjivofiuir'Ji  0X7H  icuroxiWroi  v^  cvvaxoXs^fiay^Ti  it;  tov  cikd'toi^ 
d^oiroy  rZy  uonfjt,ivu¥  AvyofAiooif^  itct  ifcc  dixroXetvrrirt,  CsSditag 
kou  diirdxrug  rtfc  tro^pf.hflg  bs4v^igiocg  rtt;^  x»\  vd  cv^ 
^ficJtrt  uq  TO  IJ^f  f*l  -sroXiTix^ir  twofAiecp  xai  Jio»xrio"iv,  »rnif 

mro^«     Kal  Tottir*  jb^  fv^iT(Xi!f.  i)  A  *rs  OfS  %(i^(f  >  x«l 


^Eif  Mm  jAWTifA^fttf  ^hitxm¥^  B* 
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Gregory,  by  the  Grace  of  God  Metropolitan  of  Constant 
timpU  (New  Rome  J  ^  and  Ecumenical  Patriarch. 

Most  dear  and  honoured  Clergy  and  Nobility,  and 
summarily,  all  ye  Christians  of  Corfou,  Cephalonia, 
Zante,  Cerigo,  Ithaca,  Saint  Maure,  &c-  our  beloved 
children  in  the  Lord !  grace  be  unto  you  all,  and  peace 
and  mercy  from  the  Lord  God  Almighty  ;  and  from  us 
prayer,  blessing,  and  indulgence. 

The  serpent,  the  origin  of  all  1II5  who  first  beguiled 
mankind  by  various  frauds  and  illusions,  that  he  might 
draw  them  to  perdition,  perceiving  in  these  latter  days, 
that  the  French  nation  was  more  capable  of  wickedness 
than  any  other,  has  poured  without  measure  into  their 
souh  the  poison  of  apostacy;  and  having  first  instigated 
them  to  civil  war,  and  barbarous  regicide,  has  finally 
plunged  them  into  every  species  of  impiety  and  ungodU'^ 
ness*  This  mischief  he  has  effected,  notwl^standing 
the  supreme  wisdom  of  God,  and  his  love  to  mankind, 
had  never  left  tHemi  Unprotected  by  his  providence,  but 
had  regulated  them  by  spiritual  laws,  in  order  to  keep 
them  in  obedience  to  God  (as  he  spoke  by  the  mouth  of 
the  Royal  Prophet ;  **  Thy  law  is  a  lamp  to  my  feet, 
"  and  a  light  to  my  path") ;  and  had  also  bound  them 
by  political  institutions,  and  kingly  governments,  that 
they  might  be  preserved  from  a  two-fold  evil,— spiri- 
tually, by  the  divine  laws  of  religious  worship  ;  and 
temporally,  by  the  instiiut^sof  regal  authorities* 
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For  since  the  Divine  Mercy  foresaw  that  human  na- 
ture was  prone  to  remissness  Of  duty,  and  forgetful 
ctf  the  light  of  divine  knowledge,  he  appointed  earth- 
ly monarchs  to  keep  them  (according  to  David)  in 
the  paths  of  virtue  and  good  order.  Kings,  there- 
fore, as  the  representatives  of  God,  are  distributed 
through  this  lower  world,  to  exercise  men  in  the  prac- 
tice of  obedience,  and  to  preserve  them  from  the  paths 
of  error,  through  the  authority  intrusted  to  them  by 
Him  **  through  whom  kings  reign."  The  holy  Apostk 
Paul  declares,  "  that  they  do  not  bear  the  sword  in 
vain,  but  for  the  praise  of  well-doers,  and  the  punish- 
ment of  such  as  do  evil ;"  so  that  if  kingly  power  were 
taken  away,  mankind  falling  precipitately  into  wicked- 
ness (**  for  the  thought  of  man  is  prone  to  evil  from  his 
youth"),  would  rise  up  one  against  another,  and  the 
world  would  become  a  chaos  of  misery. 

Knowing  this,  the  wicked  one,  that  he  might  bring 
mankind  to  that  state  of  confusion  which  always  fol- 
Jows  a  want  of  government  (as  right  philosophy  also 
teaches),  stirred  up  the  French  to  murder  their  king ; 
then  was  made  manifest  his  purpose,  in  seducing  their 
mi.ids  from  obedience  to  God.  But  these  French,  that 
they  might  draw  all  the  world  to  their  own  impiety, 
concealed  their  revojt  from  God  under  the  specious  bait 
of  Liberty,  and  the  pretext  of  a  perfect  Equality.  And 
when  they  afterwards  proceeded  to  trample  under  foot 
ail  the  duties  of  their  religion,  they  set  at  nought  all  the 
treaties  of  alliance,  as  we  clearly  see  by  their  ungrateful 
conduct  to  the  Otioman  Porte,  which,  in  the  time  of 
their  necessity  had  never  deserted  them.  They,  on  the 
contrary,  shewed  themselves  openly  hostile,  and  with 
subtle  and  designing  publications,  craftily  attempted  tm 
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tjpuble  this  empitCf  and  force  it£  subjects  itito  znsttchj 
and  rebellion^  of  which  the  consequences  are,  civil  war^ 
murder^  pillage,  &c.: — ^and  finally,  after  all  these  artifices, 
t^ey  have  n^de,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  a  piratical  at- 
tempt upon  Egypt  5  on  account  of  which,  this  mighty 
empire  has  justly  declared  war  against  them  by  land  and 
by  sea,  that  by  the  Divine  Assistance,  it  may  punish 
these  destroyers  of  mankind,  these  aliens  from  God,  and 
these  perturbators  and  pests  of  the  general  peace  and 
gpod  order  of  the  world* 

And'for  this  purpose,  otir  mighty  Empetof  has  called 
in  his  powerful  allies^  the  Monarchs  of  Russia  and  Great 
Britain,  who  haviog  the  same  righteous  end  in  view  with 
ii^Dself,  wiU  co-operate  with  him  in  freeing  mankind 
from  the  impending  evils,  and  preserving  the  adoiinis- 
trations  of  regal  power,  with  all  Its -constituted  autiio^ 
rities. 

.  Wherefoxe^  the  fleets  of  the  three  allied  powers 
wiU  speedily  come  into  your  parts,  not  against  the  Islands 
and  their  inhabitants,  to  subdue  them,  but  rather  to 
strengthen  them  in  true  liberty,  to  break  the  yoke  of 
tyranny  under  which  they  have  unwillingly  fallen,  and 
to  redeem  them  from  the  impending  impiety  and  atheism  • 
with  which  the  contagious  example  of  the  FreQch 
tiueatens  speedily,  very  speedily,  to  infect  them  and 
their  posterity. 

finally,  since  the  Church  of  Ghrist  watched  for  the  sal- 
vation c^  mankind,  and  praya  without  ceasing  for  all,  but 
particularly  for  Kings,  and  for  those  who  are  in  authority 
underthem  (according  to  the  Apostle).  We,  therefore,  by 
the  xoimdand  of  this  government,  declare  to  all  the  or- 
thodox inhabitants  of  the^lslands  of  Corfou,  Cephalonia/ 
.Zante^  Ithaqi^  Gtri^OA.Sl.Manre,  &€»  that  the  sok 
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lldifl,  int?nt,  9Pd»pMrp^sf»of  the  allied  pbwcif  jyto  exK 
tf  n4  the  «hi«ld  of  their  |>cQtectiojv.9ver  the  boundaries  of*- 
trut)i  and  gopdofcfei^) '  and  peaces,  aiid  tQ  punish  those 
hostile  aiyi  io4d)oar  Ff<ench»  v^  ijifkb  the')kusoiiou9 
nrOEitrts  of  <heir  pretended  JLIherty,  endeavour,  by  speak- 
ing and  wridjiig)  IP  4?^ive  laankind^  and  to  pi^ipitato 
them  imo  tb^  ^)ip$  9^  wickAdaess  and  apostacy*  Apd 
W:k  exhort  you  aJl,-  as.  true  members  of-  the  Chvrch  of 
Chmti  and  «e«ious  for  the  pure  doctri^^  of  faith,  and, 

,  h«miony,  and  ohedience^  on  the  receipt  of  this  our  Pa-^ 
triarcW  Epistle,  to  4riye  forthiwfith  from  your  I$Iaad% 
those  apostates  from  God,  those  pernicious  tyrants  of 
paankind  ^  and  co-operatlrig  with  the  Allied  Powers;,  to 
assjst  per$o|}aUy,  with  promptitude  and  zeal  in  the  dis- 
oomfittiffi  of  those  faithless.  French ;  tba^t  so  ye  may 
lender  your^ehres  worthy  of  the  Divine  Mercy,  anidl 
obtain  from  the  Sublime  Pdrte  a  liberty  surpassing  oven 
that  of  your  ancient  polity ;  for  we  promise  that  y« 
shall  henceforth  enjoy  more  freedom  than  at  any  former 
time.  We  therefore  declare  unto  you,  by  the  command 
and  unchangeable  will  of  our  Mpnarch,  that  ye  shall 
have  full  power  to  select  whatever  form  of  government 
ye  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  your 
country, — either  the  aristocrat  ical  constitution  of  Rjagusa^ 
or  any  other  that  may  please  you  better.  For  Our* 
sii<VES,  knowing,  and  being  fully  and  unequivocally 
convinced,  that  the  present  declaration  of  war  against 
the  French  is  most  just ;  and  farther,  that  the  scope  and 
design  of  the  Allied  Powers  is  truly  the  deliverance  of 

.  mankind ;  and  that  their  intention,  with  respect  to  thesd 
tdands,  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French 
by  treachery,  is  to  rescue  them  from  the  curse  of  Gallie 
craftiness,  or^  to  speak  more  truly^  impiety,  and  nothing 
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dsc ;  We  do,  therefore,  la  our  faiherly  tare,  earnestly 
beseech  and  exhort  you  all,  by  the  Grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  concur  personally,  and  with  one  accord^  ill 
the  laudable  design  of  the  aforesaid  Powers ;  that  so  ye 
may  be  firmly  and  immoveably  possessed  of  the  desired 
liberty  ;  and  that  ye  may  henceforth  abide  in  that  politi- 
cal harmony,  and  good  government,  which  will  be  pleas^ 
ing  to  God,  salutary  to  your  posterity,  and  finally  lead  to 
eternal  life,  and  a  happy  futurity.  This  is  the  sum  of 
Our  wishes.  The  Grace  of  God,  and  the  prayers  and 
blessings  of  our  spiritual  jurisdiction,  be  upon  you  all  I 


The  hhnMt,  by  which  the  Patriarch  dates,  i$  an  epoch  con* 
taining  a  cycle,  or  revolution  of  fifteen  years;  which,  when  ex« 
(  pired,  begins  anew,  and  thus  goes  on  vritliout  intermission. 
According  to  the  usual  method  of  reducing  it  to  our  en^ 
hhiuJm'^9  Muf^  ZnmfiC^if  B>  should  imean,  Septanbcr  tAe  a< 
■79^j  ^fintywr  oftki  liuUctwu. 


THB   END. 
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F&INTEP    van. 

J.WRIGHT,  No.  169,  PICCADILLY. 


1.  THE  ANTI-JACOBIN,  or  WEEKLY  EXAMI- 
NER ;  a  New  Edition,  revised,  corrected,  and  uniformly 
printed  in  two  large  Volumes  8vo."  Price  185.  in  boards. 

SfAViSOsqyt  rbcollioit'ignes. 

2.  An  ANSWER  to  the  ADDRESS  of  the  RT.  HON. 
HPNRY  GRATTAN,  Ex--Reiyresentative  of  the  City  of 
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INTRODUCTION. 


1  HE  Letters  and  Dispatches,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  copies,  have  been  recently  intercepted, 
on  their  paflage  from  Egypt  to  France,  by  the 
British  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  i  and 
have  since  been  printed  here  by  the  authority  of 
Government. 

They  are  re-printed  in  their  present  shape,  by 
the  editors  of  two  former  collections  on  the  same 
subject,  for  the  more  general  information  of 
the  Public. 

These  letters,  and  indeed  the  whole  of 
those  from  among  which  they  are  selected, 
ar^  addressed,  either  to  the  late  French  Govern- 
ment, or  to  different  individuals  composing  It: 
and  are  evidently  the  first  that  have  been  sent 
from  the  remnant  of  the  French  Army  in  Egypt, 
since  the  desertion  of  General  Bonaparte. 
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11  INTRODUCTIOK. 

Among  them  is  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  which 
Bonaparte  addressed  to  Kleber,  at  his  de- 
parture. It  was  inclosed  in  Kleber's  official 
dispatch  to  the  Directory.  Undoubtedly  Kleber 
knew  his  chief  too  well,  to  expect  that.he  -would 
tell  his  own  story  with  fidelity  at  Paris. 

There  are  no  private  letters.*  The 
state  in  which  the  Army  is  described  to  be,  will, 
perhaps,  sufficiently  account  for  this  circum- 
stance. It  was  not  80,  while  they  had  yet 
hope. 


Never  did  the  Public  in  this  Country,  never, 
perhaps,  did  the  World,  receive  information  m(Ke 
interesting  and  important  than  is  communicated 
in  these  papers.  Never  was  there  a  moment,  in 
the  affairs  of  this  Country,  or  of  the  World,  at 
which  such  information  could  have  be^n  received 
so  9pportunely. 

*  By  this  is  meant,  no  letters  from  individuals  in  the  army 
to  private  persons  in  France.  The  letter  of  General  Dugua 
(o  the  Director  Ba eras  is,  technically  speaking,  a  private 
letter;  as  it  is  not  written  by  Dugiia,  nor  addressed  to  Barras, 
in  an  official  capacity;  but^it  is  written  wholly  upon  public 
subjects  to  a  public  man  ;  and  is  indeed  one  of  the  most  im^ 
portant  documents  ©f  the  whole  colleelion. 
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INTRODUCTION.  Ill 

The  lesson,  whicH  is  to  be  derived  from  these 
papers,  affords  a  full  confirmation  of  the  observa- 
tions which  were  offered  to  the  Public,  in  former 
periods  of  the  Egyptian  Expedition ;  though  ac- 
companied in  many  respects  with  different  sensa- 
tions. 

The  Ariny  of  Egypt,  in  the  outset  of  its  enter- 
prize,  or  in  the  full  course  of  its  sanguinary  and 
impious  career ; — the  Army  of  Egypt,  while  it 
was  yet  flushed  with  recent  carnage,  and  intoxi* 
cated  with  the  hopes  of  continued  success; — the 
army  of  Egypt,  while  its  collective  character  and 
conduct  were  identified  with  the  character  and 
conduft  of  its  commander ; — ^while  confident  in 
his  fortunes,  and  fierce  in  his  name;  while  party 
to  his  cruelties,  his  blasphemies,  and  his  frauds; — 
it  was  surely  impossible  to  look  at  the  Army  of 
Egypt,  in  these  situations,  without  abhorrence ; 
or  to  speak  of  it  in  any  other  language  than  that 
of  indignation. 

Tlie  publication  of  the  former  collections  of 
letters  frt^m  Egypt  was,  therefore,  naturally  and 
justly  calculate4to  hold  up  to  general  detestation 
the  whole  scope  and  aim,  the  whole  principle 
and  conduct,  of  the  Egyptian  Expedition.  * 

*  If  ever  these  sentiments  and  this  language  admitted  of 
variation — it  was  only  when  abhorrence  was  mingled    with 

a  2       ■ 
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IV  IKTRQDUCTION. 

Every  obscrvjttion  that  was  added  to  those 
publications  was  directed,  justly  and  necessarily 
directed,  to  awaken  and  keep  alive  the  attention 
of  the  World,  to  the  gradual  but  certain  progress 
of  that  devoted  Army  from  infamy  to  ruin ; — to 
their  progress  from  the  triumphant  anticipa- 
tidn  of  the  miseries  which  they  were  so  giyly  pre- 
paring for  others, — ^to  the  full  Consummation  of 
them  upon  their  own  he^ds] — their  progress  from 
the  |iour  in  which  they  deluged  the  streets  of 
Alexandria  with  the  blood  of  its  unresisting  in- 
habitants, in  order  to  "  strike  terror**  *  into  their 
opponents, — to  that  in  which  they  should  be  rotting 
under  its  walls,  an  example  to  J^  strike  terror" 
into  those  who  justify  and  applaud  them  ;-rr-from 
the  mon^cnt  when  they  were  shouting  in  the  train 
of  Bonaparte,  a$  the  leader  who  was  to  con- 
duct them  to  riches,  to  power,  and  to  fame  ; — rto 
that,  when  gazing  after  his  departing  sail,  from 

ridicule,  and  the  (one  of  indignation  foftencd  into  contempt, 
at  the  contemplation  of  thpfe  unwilling  marfyrsto  a  curiofity 
not  their  own,— rthe  unhappy  but  unregrctted  Savatis.  Jt  was 
indeed  a  relief  to  t^rn  for  a  moment  from  the  disgusting  repe- 
tifion  of  crimc-i  and  barbarities,  which  disgraced  the  raihtary 
c  liaractv^r  of  the  Expedition,  to  the  boasts  or  vvallings  of  kid- 
napped philofophy,  and  the  rants  and  blunders  of  vagabond 
Ttrru 

*  Intercepted  Correspondence,  part  I.  page  1  .>2. 
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the  shore  on  which  he  had  left  them  to  perish, 
they  should  pursue  him  with  execrations  as  a 
fugitive  and  a  traitor.  * 

If  such  was  the  course  of  contemplation,  to 
which  public  attention  was  excited,  perhaps  it 
n^ay  now  appear,  that  public  attention  was  not 
excited  in  vain  :  and  those  who,  at  the  time, 
were  moft  loud  in  blaming  the  rashness  or  ex- 
aggeration of  these  predictions,  must  now  be 
struck  and  confounded  by  the  fullness  and  ac- 
curacy of  their  accomplishment. 

With  those,  who  at  the  time  believed  the  pro- 
phecy, and  did  not  disguise  that  they  wished  it 
to  be  fulfilled^  with  those  (in  other  words)  who^e 
feelings  were  warm,  and  whose  wishes  were 
confident  for  tlie  interests  of  their  own  Country, 
of  her. most  valuable  dependencies,  and  of  her 
Allies,  this  result  must  produce  very  different  sen- 
sations :  yet  not  even  in  their  minds  those  of  un- 
mixed triumph  and  exultation.  No : — With  the 
circumstances  of  the  Army  itself,  the  sentiments 
^yhich  It  excited  are  in  some  degree  changed. 

Proud  and  powerful,  with  Bonaparte  at  its 
head,  and  advancing,  under  his  guidance,  to  the 
perpetration  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes,     the 

*  Intercepted  Correspondence,  part  I.  Introduction, 
p.  xviii. 
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VI  INTRODUCTION. 

Army  has  hitherto  been  necessarily  involved 
.with  its  Commander  in  one  commoti  sentiment 
of  aversion  and  horror.  Hitherto  it  has  been 
impossible  to  discriminate  between  those  who 
planned,  and  those  who  executed,  the  bloody 
work  of  desolation.  Together,  they  constituted 
one  great  engine  for  the  ravage  and  destruction 
of  an  unoffending  Country: — together,  they 
formed  one  great  object  for  the  fear  and  the 
hatred  of  mankind. 

But  the  hour  of  discrimination  is  now  come. 
Theobject  of  our  contemplation  nowdividesitself, 
into  the  Guilt  which  has  fled  from  punishment, 
and  the  Misery  which  it  has  basely  left  behind  to 
expiate  its  enormities. 

.  The  Army  of  Egypt,  deserted  by  its  Command- 
er, resolves  itself  into  a  multitude  of  betrayed 
and  devoted  outcasts  : — in  the  contemplation  and 
commiseration  of  whose  individual  sufferings, 
bur  remembrance  of  the  crimes  of  which  they 
have  been  the  inflruments,  is  lost  in  our  indig- 
nation at  the  treacheiy  of  which  they  are  the 
victims. 

-  It  is  not,  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  tri- 
umphing over  fallen  wickedness ; — it  is  not  for 
the  purpose  of  pointing  out  the  weighty  and 
dreadful  retribution,  under  which  the  perpetrators 
of  such  unheard  of  injustice  and  cruelty  are  nov*' 
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suffering  calamities,  proportioned  to  those  which' 
they  inflicted — (though  that  triumph  were  natu^ 
ral  and  justifiable  ;•— though  the  lesson  resulting 
frofn  that  retribution  be  aweful  and  salutary) : 
but  it  is  to  objects  of  more  immediate  concern, 
and  more  practical  utility,  that  the  attention  of 
the  Public  is  now  called. 

The  purpose  and  the  effect  of  this  Publication 
is  to  paint,  from  facts  which  cannot  be  con-, 
troverted, — from  confessions  of  his  own,  which 
cannot  be  mistaken  or  disguised, — the  personal 
character  of  a  Man;  with  whose  personal  con- 
duct (by  a  singular  dispensation  of  Providence) 
is  for  a  time  involved  the  destiny,  not  as  hereto- 
fore of  an  Army,  but,  of  a  great  and  powerful 
Nation  :  to  whose  personal  difpofitions, — but  for 
the  wisdom,  the  firmness,  and  the  magnanimity  of 
the  Government  of  this  Country, — might,  at  the- 
present  moment,  have  been  subjected  the  des- 
tiny of  England  ;  and  therewith  that  of  Europe, 
and  of  the  World. 

Let  Englishmen  here  learn /ro7;z  himfelf  what 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  his  engagements :  and 
Jet  them  then  recoUeft  that  this  is  the  man, 
who  has  recently  required  of  their  So  v  e  r  e  i  o  n  to 
trust  implicitly  to  his  individual  sincerity,  and  to 
repose  unlimited  confidence  in  his  individual 
protessions ; — Let  them  here  look  for  the  traces 
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of  his  justice,  his  lenity  and  forbearance,  in 
the  grounds  of  his  claims  upon  Egypt,  and  lu 
his  treatment  of  its  inhabitants :  and  then  let 
them  recollect  that  this  is  the  man,  who 
claims  credit  to  himself,  and  to  himself  almost 
exclusively,  for  his  rigid  observance  of  the  rights 
of  nations,  and  for  his  regard  for  the  "happiness 
of  families  !*'*•— Let  them  here  read  the  avowal  of 
his  Egyptian-  Councillors,  that  it  is  the  settled 
maxim  of  his  political  school,  that  *^  negotiations 
'^  should  be  opened  xvith  Englandy  purely  to 
*^  GAIN  time;  and  concessions  madCy  'with  -a 

*^  VIEW    OF    RESUMING    THEM    AT    THE    FIRST 

"  FAVOURABLE  OPPORTUNITY  :" f-— -and  then 
let  them  recollect  that,  on  the  issue  of  such  a  ne- 
gotiation, THIS  MAN  would  fain  have  persuaded 
them  to  commit  the  interests  and  honour  of  their 
Country !  * 

Fortunately,  the  Government  of  this  Country 
has  been  actuated  by  wiser  and  firmer  councils; 
and  the  spirit  and  good  sense  of  a  brave  and  ge- 
nerous People  will  not  disavow  them.  They 
have  wisely  refused  to  pledge  all  their  hopes 
of  lasting  and  honourabl'*  Peace,  upon  the  ^/w- 
ceiity  of  One,  whose  course  has  been  frauds — ' 

*  See  Bonaparte'^  Letter  to  the  King. . 
t  See  Poussielgue's  Letter  in  the  following  Collection  No. 
XIII.  I 
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lipou  the  kumanity  of  One,  whose  busirtess  hsai 
been  i^/abd^-^-mpon  ike  steudi?ie^s  and  consistency 
4of  One>  whiise  elemeftit  is  revoluthns^r^tf 
have  not  hustily  consented  W  hazard  so  sadred  i 
trust  upon  ^udi  insufficient  and:  uninviting  seen* 
kity  ^~they  havfc  not  thought  it  reasoniible,  iri  A 
■matter  of  such,  fearful  moment,  to  believe  at 
once  against  all  past  example>  and  to  presume 
at  ofice  against  all  probable  inference  5  but 
have  at  least  determined  to  v^ait  until  that  ex- 
ample and  that  inference  shall  be  contradicted 
by  "  EXPERIENCE  and  the  evidence  op 
*V  facts/'* 

Those,  indeed,  who  taise  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances,  a  senseless  and  indis- 
criminate clamour  for  peace,— not  because  they 
love  peace,  but  because  they  delight  in  clamour, — 
are  not  to  be  silenced  by  the  demonstration,  that 
treaty  at  this  moment  must  have  been  insecure. 
Those,  who,  if  they  wish  for  Peace,  wish  for  it, 
not  because  it  would  bring  with  it  the  honour- 
able and  certain  termination  of  their  Country's 
struggles  for  security  and  independence ; — but 
because  it  would  afford  resf  and  breathing-time 

*  See  His  Majeft/s  Declaration  in  answer  t#  Boi>$partrt 
Letter* 
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to  the  principles  of  the  French  Revolution,  ex- 
hausted (as  some  may  think)  in  their  means 
of  present  mischief;  who  trust  that  an  inr 
terval  pf  repose  would  give  to  those  prin- 
ciples the  freshness  and  vigour,  which  they 
have  now  lost  5  and,  by  procuring  oblivion  of 
their  past  enormities,  would  enable  them  to  re- 
new their  operations,  and  to  re-assemble  their 
afflicted  and  scattered  partizans  ;~no  wonder,,  if 
persons  of  this  persuasion  should  resent  the 
just  exposure  of  that  Man's  principles  and 
conduct, — with  whose  fortune  the  fate  of  the 
Revolution  is  associated,  and  in  whose  person 
its  power  is  enthroned. 

They  believe  that  Peace  made,  at  this  monient, 
with  Bonaparte,  would  tend  to  confirm  and 
consolidate  his  yet  unsettled  autliority :  in  that 
view  he  proposed  Peace .  They  know  that  he  has 
pledged  himself  to  the  Nation,  over  whom  he 
has  iisurped  .dominion,  to  procure  Peace  for 
them  without  delays  in  the  hope  of  persuading 
them,— perhaps  having  in  vain  presumption  per- 
suaded himself, — that  his  ascendant  was  as  un- 
jcontroulable,  and  his  genius  as  impofing,  through- 
out Europe,  as  he  has  found  it  for  a  time 
in  Egypt^  and  (since  he  fled  from  Egvpt)  in 
France.—  10 
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They  know  that  a  refusal  to  treaty  at  his  first 
bidding,  will  of  itself  have  taught  France  to 
appreciate  more  justly  the  estimation  in  which 
his  character  is  held.  They  know  tfiat^  this  re- 
fusal will  be  justified,  in  the  eyes  ot  France 
itself,  by  such  irrefragable  proofs,  as  these  pa- 
pers contain,  of  the  habitual  insincerity  of  his 
professions,  of  his  selfish  and  unprincipled  am- 
bition:-~  and  they  tremble  for  the  shock  which 
such  a  conviction  may  give,  not  only  to  ail 
reliance  on  his  consideration  abroad,  but  to  all 
respect  for  his  authority  at  home.-^ 

No  wonder,  therefore,  that  an  outcry  should 
be  raised,  by  thofe  who  have  worshipped  the 
Revolution,  in  all  its  successive  stages,  and  who 
now  worship  Bonaparte,  as  the  Representa- 
tive of  the  Revolution,  against  the  detection  and 
disgrace,  which  they  underfland  to  be  impend- 
ing over  him.  No  wonder,  that  they  should 
resort  to  every  argument,  even  to  arguments  the 
most  inconsistent  with  each  other,  to  create  a 
prejudice  againfl  the  publication  of  these  Letters, 
or  to  disct^it  their  authenticity. 

They  began  with  the  latter  of  these  attempts; 
but  they  presently  felt  that  it  was  hopeless.  The 
letters  speak  too  plainly  for  themselves :  even 
if  all  doubts  upon  this  subject  had  not  been 

b2 
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rcnovid  by  their  publicaiiop>in  the  fim.tnstute^ 
by,  the  aulhority  of  Gov^mmeiit. 

Next,.howerer>  nothing  daunted  by  ita  direct 
contradiction,  with  their,  original  supposition, 
they  tesoct  to  the  argom^nty  thiat»  if  genume, 
thfiyi  ought  not  to  hme  been  pubUshed^^* 

*^  It  IS  pot  at  all  wonderful,  that  Gentlemen  of  a  Jacobin 
way  of  thinking  shouM  have  such  an  unconquerable  aversion 
to  the  pubHeation  of  Intkrcspted  Letters.  Thejr  nrast- 
yet  remember*  with  horror,  the  cooAision  which  w^  ofxxi^ioQ- 
ed  by  the  publication  of  Mr.  Stokb's  Letter  to  Dn.  P&ies^- 
LEY,  {"  patriot,  and  saint,  and  sage  ")  which  was  intercepted 
by  one  of  our  Cruizers,  in  a  vessel  bound  from  France  (o  Ame- 
rica, and  \thich  developed,  (as  the  friends  of  both  Parties  may 
recollect)  some  of  the  most  cmfUkntial  principles  of  that  branch 
of  the  new  school,  so  happily  established  in  this  Coontiy. 
But  even  this  act  of  unparallelled  ''breach  of  confidence**  is 
little,  to  what  they  must  be  prepared  to  expect  by  and  by. 
They  will  hear,  with  dismay,  thatat  Seringapatam,  taken 
by  skmn,  the  Palace  of  Tippoo  Saltaun  was  inhumanly  viola- 
ted, its,  most  private  recesses  fraudulently  ^xplored>  and  hii 
most  intimate  and  conHdentlal  drawers  and  pigeon-holes  disin* 
genuously  ransacked ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  Secret  Papers, 
found  there  and  intended  for  his  own  most  private  and  parti- 
cular eyfi,  containing  h»  Corresponi>eho£  with  Fbancb, 
and  with  the  societies  of  Frenchmen,  establiflied  on  the  true 
Jacobin  model,  in  India,  and  his  Plans  and  ENgAGSMBNxs 
for  the  ScBVERsioN  op  the  Qritish  Power  in  thai 
Quarter  of  the  World,  is  intended  for  immediate  publication; 
an  instance  of  perfidy  and  "breach  of  confidence ^  that  throws 
the  present  q\iite  into  the  shade* 
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'  The  piiblktatioiai  oi  them,  saj  thesei  cfear-hesui- 
ed  reasoners,  is  **  a  breach  of  can;?rfewfe/'-—Tho 
ideai  i»  logkdlly  cooicived ;  aiid  the  Woi?Gk  are 
^tticifolly'  ehbsei*-— ^  CiJifidence'^  diexr^  if  seems^ 
ifl^ieB  not  something  ent^msted  by  a  &ieiid>  but 
something  wrested  from  aa  Eoiemy ;  it  rehitSg 
not  to^  what  has'  been  commuDicalted,,  vdhuitarilyy 
under  the  express  or  implied  pifomi^e  of  se* 
crecy;  but  to  what  has  been  rightfirily  seiz- 
ed, by  open  force,  in  spite'  of  resistance  froni  thd 
appi^easion'  of  disclosure. 

Or  perhaps  in  some  chapter  of  those  new 
Ethicks,  which  prescribe  the  duties  that  the  Test  of 
mankind  owie  toFa  Ai9CE,it  maybe  laid  down  as  a 
principle,  that  the  interception  of  the  Correspond^ 
ence  of  an  enemy,  (when  that  enemy  happens  ta 
te  France),— instead  of  giving  to  the  intercept- 
ors the. right  smd  advantage  of  using  the  infor- 
mation which  they  thus^  obtain,  oug^t  to  excite 
ifi  their  minds  the  tenderest  feelings  of  sympa- 
thy,  and  to  impose  on  them  the  most  delicate  du- 
ties of  friendship ! 

These  doctrines  the  jtfrhpnidaKff^  of  Jacobin- 
ism may  discuss  and  settle  at  their  leisure. 

In  the  mean  time,  perhaps,  they  may  be  forced 
tp  acknowledge  that  it  is^  after  all,  France  her-t 
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sdlf  who  will  derive  the  chief  benefit  from  Ais 
publication. 

If  to  the  people  of  England  it  be  indeed  of 
no  small  importance  to  be  infonned  of  the  real 
nature  and  extent  of  the  machinations  of  tiieir 
enemies;  to  see  laid  open  before  them  the  dan- 
gers which  they  have  escaped,  and  the  deceptions 
against  which  they  have  been  guarded:  Is  it 
not  of  still  greater  moment  to  the  people  of 
France,  that  they  should  know  the  extent  of  the 
delusion  which  has  been  practised  upon  themp; 
and  the  true  character  of  the  man  by  whom 
they  have  been  so  deceived  ?  Have  not  the  peo^ 
pie  of  France  a  still  deeper  interest  in  the  dis» 
closure  of  the  true  state  of  that  favourite  Army; 
which  they  are  even  now  taught  to  believe  in  so 
prosperous  a  condition,  as  to  want  no  comfort  of 
life,  but  an  Opera,*  and  to  need  no  re-in* 
fbrcement,  but  of  Prostitutes  ?  -j^ 

*  Sec  Bonaparte's  Letter  in  the  following  Collection,  p.  14, 
t  One  of  the  first  acts  of  Bonaparte's  provisional  ad- 
ministration (as  related  in  the  Paris  Papers)  was  a  hoi  prefi- 
at'  tJic  PalaU  Ro^al,  ibr  a  number  of  ladie&  of  this  de- 
scription. Three  hundred  hands  (able  or  ordinary}  were  thus 
IV'ocurcd;  and  put  up>  as  was  then  understood,  to  be  dfspatcbed 
by  tlie  first  convoy  to  Egypt.  This  accmint  of  their  destina- 
tion has  indeed  since  been  contradicted  in  some  of  the  French- 
Papers,  but  whether  by  these  in  the  confidence  of  Abbk 
^yEYEs,  is  stiU  matter  of  mystery. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


introduction;  ir 

'  When,  from  the  perusal  of  these  letters,  the 
people  of  that  country  shall  be  enabled  to  judge 
what  has  really  been  the  fate,  and  what  are 
now  the  hopes  of  so  many  thousands  of  their 
countrymen;  and  to  compare  with  what  they 
now  learn,  the  representations  with  Which  they 
have  hitherto  been  amused;  it  may  perhaps  oc* 
cur  to  them  to  ask  whether  the  hands  froiti  which 
they  have  received  so  faithful  ah  account  of  their 
Army,  be  those  into  which  they  can  most  safely 
#ntrust  the  administration  of  their  Empire. 
,  When  they  see  with  what  unfeigned  reluctance 
the  General  tears  himself  from  his  faithful  and  af^ 
fcctionate  followers ;  how  considerately  he  spares 
them  the  pain  of  exchanging  adieus;  with  how 
much  caution  and  foresight  he  calculates  the  pro- 
bable scale  and  progress  of  destruction  to-those 
whom  he  quits  wUltfo  muck  i^egret,  and  **  intfii 
viidst  of  whom  he  slill  re  mavis  in  heart  and  spirit  ^^ 
(though  forced  for  certain  reasons  to  be  corpo- 
really absent  ybr  a  moment;'  *J  how  tenderly  he 
recommends  the  negotiation  for  their  safety  to  be 
begun  without  loss  of  time,  so  soon  as  ^Jifteen  kun^ 
died  shall  have ^  died  fairly  6j/  Iheplagit-e,  ^^^  aver 

*  -See  Bonaparte's  Address,  to  his  Soldiers,  p.  5. 
t  See  Bonapartey  Letter,  p,  1?. 
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and  aJxroCi^  says  this  sturdy  arithmetician,  ^  thofi 
who  perish  daily  in  the  ^eld:^^ )'—itdiXkg  this^ 
they  may  perhaps  pause  to  coftsider,  whether  he 
who  shews  such  anxious  care  for  th<)se  whom 
he  acknowledges  as  ^^  his  xhildren,^^  *  is  likely  to 
extend  the  same  paternal  solicitude  towards 
those  whom  he  claims  for  hb  subjects. 

The  people  of  France  will  not  fail  to  recollect* 
that  the  Expedition  to  Egypt  was  exclusively 
tibe  project  of  Bon  APART'E-t 

They  may,  perhaps,  therefore  reasonably  infer 
from  his  conduct  with  regard  to  that  Expedition, 
what  is  to  be  expected  from  his  attachment  to 
the  Revolution,  many  parts  of  which  are  also 
peculiarly  his  own. 

Of  the  Expedition  he  has  assumed  to  him-^ 
self  aU  the  merit  of  the  plan,  and  monopolized 
lUl  the  glory  of  its  execution ;  so  far  as  the  Plan 

*  Se^  Bonaparte's  Letter,  p.  27. 

f  So  Reubell,  so  Lcpaux,  so  the  indubitable  Talleyrand,  liai 
assured  them :  — Reubeil,  in  his  defence  before  the  Council  of 
Antients ;  Lepaux,  in  a  book  published  at  the  same  time  ;  and 
Taileyrami,  in  tlie  vindication  of  bimself,  whidi  appeared  in 
the  French  Papers.  They  all  concur  in  attyibuting  the  Pix>jeci 
of  the  Expedition  to  Bonaparte.  On  either  of  these  testimo- 
nies, singly,  it  mighC  perhaps  not  be  fair  to  fasten  such  9 
charge  upon  him :  but,  if  it  be  false,  fortunately  for  his 
character,  he  has  Tallet/rand  at  hand,  and  can  presently  force 
bim  to  retract  it. 
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haft  been  sudceifeftil  j  bo  hi  as  the  execution  has 
been  splendid  :  knd  in  pursuit  of  these  praises  to 
himselfi  he  has  led  his  Army  into  unprofitatble 
dangers,  and  finally  left  them  to  a  inline  ^hich  he 
has  riefusedto  share*  Of  the  Revolution, he  helped 
to  establish  with  his  *  cannon  that  fbrm.  Which 
he  has  now  overturned  With  his  b^yohets.  AtiA 
when  the  time  of  trial  to  this  new  fabrid 
shaH.arrive  j--*it  iliay  strike  the  people  of  France, 
perhaps^  that  he  who  abandoned  an  Expedition 
ef  his  oTtm  phmfiing)  is  6oon  as  its  Catastrophe 
appeared  unavoidable  ;  tnight  again  give  the  last 
V)k)W  to  a  Coiistitution  of  his  own  erecthigf,' 
wh(*nevef  he  shoufld  see  reason  to  apprehenrf 

*  On  the  ISth  Vendemiaire  (Oct.  179^),  at  the  period  ^ 
ihe  fest  retolution  but'  two, — no :  but  three :  when  Bonaparte> 
Uxxfer  flie  direction  of  Barras>  conrraand^d  the  artillery  at' 
T^m,  andimdwQ^  do^nf  whole  gtoup^s  of  the  people  of  M 
Sections*  Bohaparte  is  said  t&  have'  been  the  o^jf  rnilhor/v 
man  who  could  be  found  to  undertake  this  work  of  slaughter. 
It  Was  the  origin  of  his  promotion ;  the  first  foundation  o£ 
his  greittness.  Undbubtedfy  the  recollection  of  it  mxist  rend^^ 
Kim  dear  to  At  Peopfc  of  f  aris.  T^e  iHeti'ds'  and  i^el^ivefe 
(M;)thoie  who  ^11  in  the  massacre  of  tliat  day,  must  fe«^ 
their  remembrance  of  tht)se  victims^  i^leksksglj  exbltM,  ts^ 
oi'ten  as  they  are  called  iipoti  to  troop  after  the  h^l  of  th«; 
First  Consul  to  the  Opera,  otlhe  tnjiitute i-^^n^io  adtntre, 
|n  a'  morning,  his  blue  coat,  and  whife  pantaloons;  and,  in 
tie  e^^fct^,  fh^  wftfte?  coat,  with  the  bltW'ohes :  Magriificence* 
cbtii||U/]^rdba$eA  by  tht'  btdod  of  '^  rHori  Iom  p4juple  it  ffttU*^ 
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that  he  might  otherwise  be  crushed  liimself  in 
its  fall. 

They  may  recollect,  perhaps,  that*  the  foK 
lowers  of  Bonaparte  have  not  as  yet  beea 
admitted,  in  the  crisis  of  danger  and  distress, 
into  a  fair  participation  of  his  boasted  fortune  ; 
and  that  the  great  effort  of  his  prudence,  and 
the  best  resource  of  his  genius,  has  hitherto  con-^ 
listed  in  facrificing   them,    to  extricate  him-» 

$ELF, 

And  when,  at  length,  these  things  shall  force 
themselves,  as  they  must,  upon  the  observation 
of  those  who  are .  now  awed  by  his  power,  or 
^azzlcd  by  his  name ;  apd  when  they  see  that 
these  things  are  known  and  felt  throughout 
Europe;  may  they  not  think  it  matter  of  seri-» 
ous  doubt,  whether  that  nam^  ^nd  that  power 
be  indeed  (as  they  have  been  taught  to  believe), 
destined  to  consolidate  the  fortunes  of  Prance ; — 
to  heal  the  wounds,  and  calm  the  agitations,  of 
hejr  long  series  of  Revolutions ;  to  efface  the 
meipory  qf  her  multiplied  crimes  and  sufferings  i 
to  re-establish  her  station  among  the  Nations  T|fc. 
the  Elarth  j  and  to  restore  to  her,  once  again, 
tranquillity  at  home,  and  peace  abroad  ? 

May  they  not  reasonably  doubt  whether  the 
cjualities  of  Bonaparte,  such  as  they  are  here 
recorded,  wd  the  Government  xif  which\<i/^ 
constitute  the  sole  recoqimendation  and  security, 
are  fitted  to  so  high  and  arduous  a  duty  ? 
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XIX 


And  theUy — ye  implicit  and  unwearied  admir- 
ers of  every;  ppssibl?  FrencK  cpnstitutipn,— say, 
does  this  lasft  wdti  of  ^^uhian  ^wisdom  and  inte-' 
grity^*  promise  to  be  immortal? 

Wh^t  think  you,  ye  Jagobins  of  Curope^wiU 
not  your  I40I  totter  oil  his  thironei^    .  ., 


W   '\    , 


..■■. .     ) 
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'"■:':  :  TipLE  OF  COlWTEKtSw 

ilto/l;  Xltber,^ Commander  in  tV^ft  id  the  tx^cufye Direc^r^* 
2.  Bimapartef  Commander  in  Chiefs  to  the  Army. 

9.  Boftaparte,  Commander  in  Chief ^  to  General  iCkber. 

4.  Xleber,  Commander  in  One/,  to  the  Executive  Directori^ 

5,  Kleber,  Commander  in  Chief,  to  the  Army. 

6*  Estimate  of  the  different  Sums  due  on  the  2id  of  AugusU 

]799>  ihe  PeHod  at  tMch  General  Kteber  took  upon 

himself  the  Command  ofthi  Army. 
7.  Etats  dee    prindpaux  Objets   rStatifs   m    l^ArtiUerie, 

manquants   it    l*ArmSment  des  Places,    it  l^Armk 

active^  et  it  I* Equipage  de  Siege. 
i.  Le  Roy,  Commissary  of  the  Marine,  to  the  Minister  of 

the  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies. 
9.  £.  Poussielgue,  Comptroller  of  the  Expend  of  the  Army, 

ip  the  Commissioners  of  the  National  Treasury. 

10.  E.  Poussielgue,  to  Citizen  Merlin,  Member  of  the  Ex^ 

outive  Directory* 
)].  Damas,  General  of  Division,  to  the  Minister  of  IFar, 
12.  E.  Poussielgue,  to  the  Executive  Directory . 
IS.  Dugua,  General  of  Division,  to  Cititen  Barras,  Member 
of  the  Executive  Directory. 
H,  15.  Bonaparte,  Comfnander  in  Chief,  to  ihe  Grand  Fixierf 
10.  KMin  Commander  in  CMrf,  l#  tha  Grand  Fimar^ 
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* 

LIBERTE',     .  £'CALIT£^ 

^u  ^uartier-Giniral du  Caire^  h\%  Venicmiairt^ 
an  8  de  la  Ripublique  Fran^olfen 

Kle^er,    G^niral  en  Chef^  au  DiRECtoiRE 

ExE'CUTIf. 

Xj%  Citoyen  Barras^  m'ctant  particulierement  connu 
par  fa  loyaute,  par  fon  devoucmcnt  au  Gouvcrncment 
par  fbn  amour  pour  la  Republique  et   pour  la  verite, 
^*ai  cru,   Citoyens  Dircftcurs,  n^  pouvQir  (aire  yi     ' 
Part  III,  ?  ^ 
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meilleur  chotx  que  celui  de  la  perfonnef  pour  vonm 
porter  mes  premieres  d^peches  non  chiffrees.  II  a 
ordre  dc  Jes  jeter^a  la  mer,  en  cos  qwM  fut  prefle  par 
ks  ennemis,  et  il  connait  aflez  leur  contenu  pour 
vous  en  faire  un  rapport  verbal,  s'il  etoit  neccffairc* 
Je  vousprie  de  lui  accorder  la  mcme  confiance  que 
Tintegrite  de  fa  condi^ite  dans  ce  pays-ci  m'a  iofpiree* 

Salutet  Tefpc<a* 

($igne)  Klbber^ 
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LIBERTY.  EQUALITY. 

Head  ^iartcrsy  CairOy  D^oicr  9,   1 799. 

Kleber,  Commander  in  Chief,  to  the'^xtcvriv^ 
Directory. 

JL  HE  Citizen  Barras*  being  particularly  known  to 
me  by  his  fidelity,  his  extreme  attachment  to  the 
GoYerninent,his  love  for  the  Republic,  and  for  truth  ; 

fc     *  Coufift  to  tbc  ci-dcv^nt  PircQor  of  tbat  name. 
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I.thought,  Citizens  Diredors^  that  I  could  not  fix 
on  9  more  proper  pcrfon  to  fend  home  with  my  firft 
difpatches  to  you,  out  of  cipher.  I  have  ordered 
Kim  to  throw  them  ovicrboard  •f'l  in  the  event  of  his 
being  clofely  purfued  by  the  enemy ;  and  he  is  fuf- 
ficiently  acquainted  with  their  contents  to  be  able  to 
^give  you  a  verbal  account  of  them,  if  it  fhould  be 
neceflary.  I  entreat  you  to  place  the  fame  confidence 
in  him  which  I  have^been  induced  to  .dp*  fi^om  ob* 
ferving  the  uprig^tnefs  of  his  condud  fincc  he  has 
-been  in  this  country,     -f, 

"'      'Health  and! refpe£L    : 
(Signied)        ,       Ki,eber, 

t  This  was  done,  but  (bnue  of  th^  El  Vii>«eJo's  mea  inftvody 
jumped  into  the  boat|  and  ikyed  th^m* 


h  a 
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/tu  ^uartier'^Getural  eTJlexAndrle^ 

'    "  '  '^  '  '^*'  • 

Bo'NAP  ART^,  tJen^al 'en  'Chiefs  a  l^Aku E'fe. 

JLes  nouvelles  d'Europc  m*ont  S^cidc  a  parttr'tronr 
Fraticfi^  :Jb  ^hOSi.  &*  commandement  de  raitnee  au 
General  Klcben  ^**arm^,e  aura  bientot  de  mes  nou* 
Yelks';  je  nc  puis  en  dire  davantage,  II  me  coute  de 
quitter  les  foldats  auxquels  je  fuis  le  plus  attachej^ 
'4iitts  ce-ne^fa^-^^erii^m^fttdrtcitteriCjct  Ife  G6n€ral 
que  je  Icur  laiffe  a  la  cbnfidnc^  du  GouVctncmctit  et 
la  mienne. 

(Signc)  Bonaparte. 

Par  ordre  du  General  en  Chef,  fct  General  de  Div i- 
fion.  Chef  de  TEtat  Major  Genernilt 

(Signe)  Alex.  Berthier. 

Pour  copie  conformc, 

(Sifne)  Sonnet, 

TAdjudant  Generak 

Pour  topie^ 
(Signc)  Le  Rov. 
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TRANSLATION. 


^     *  Head  garter s^  JSexandrlay 

JuguJi^T,,  1799. 

Bonaparte,  Commander  In  Chief ,  to  the  Army. 

In  confequence  of  the  news  from  Europe,  I  have 
determined  to  return  immediately  to  France.  I  leave 
the  command  of  the  army  to  General  Kleber:  they 
fliall  hear  from  me  fpeedily :  this  is  all  I  can  fay  to 
them  at  prefcnt.  It  grieves  me  to  the  heart  to  part 
from  the  brave  men  to  whom  I  am  fo  tenderly  at- 
tached; but  it  will  be  only  for  an  inflant;  and  the 
General  I  leave  at  their  head  is  in  full  poffefTion 
of  the  confidence  of  the  Government  and  of  mine. 

(Signed)  Bonaparte. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  of  the 
General  of  Divifion,  Chief  of  the  Staff, 

(Signed)  Alex.  Berthier. 

A  true  copy, 

(Signed)  Sonnet, 

Adjutant  General. 

A  true  copy, 

(Signed)  Le  Roy. 
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Note* 


This  addrefs  to  the  army  was  not  delivered  by  Bo- 
naparte. It  was  encloied  in  the  letter  to  KIcbcr,  to 
He  read  to  them  after  he  "jjas  gone  ! 
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JUxandrtff  /f ^5  FruSfidory  an  'js 

Lt  Giniral  en  Chef  Bonaparte,   au   Ginircd  di 
Divijion  Kleber. 

\  ous  trouverez  ci-joint,  Citoycn  General,  un  ordre 
pour  prendre  le  commandement  en  chef  de  Tarmee. 
La  crainte  <]ue  la  ilotte  Angloife  reparaifle  d'un  mo- 
ment a  Tautre,  me  fait  precipitcr  mon  voyage  de  deux 
ou  trois  jours. 

Je  mene  avcc  moi  les  Gencraux  Berthier,  Lannes» 
Murat,  Andreofii,  et  Marmont,  Ics  Citoyens  Monjp 
et  Bertholet* 

Voui  trouverez  ci-joint  les  papiers  Angtais,  «t  ic 
Frgncfort  jufqu'au  10  Juin.  Vous  y  verrez  que  nomt 
aVons  perdu  tttalie,  que  Mantoue,  Turin  et  Tor- 
tonne  font  bloqucs.  J'ai  lieu  d'efperer  que  la  pre- 
miere de  ce3  places  tiendra  jufqu'a  la  fin  de  Novem* 
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brc  :    j'ai  Tcfperance,   fi  la  fortune  me  fourif,   d'ar- 
river  en  Europe  avant  le  commencement  d'Odobre- 

Vons  trouvercz,  ci-joint,  uii  chiffre  pour  corrcfpondrc 
avcc  le  Gouvernement,  et  un  autre  chiffre  pour  corre- 
fpoiidre  avcc  moi. 

Jc  vous  prie  de  faire  partir  dans  le  courant  d*Oflo- 
bre,  Gimot,  alnfi  que  les  eiFets  que  j'ai  lai flies  au 
Caire,  et  mes  domcAiques.  Cependant>  je  ne  trou- 
vcrai  pas  mauvais  que  vous  engagiez  a  votre  fcrvice 
ceux  qui  vous  conviendraient. 

L'intention  du  Gouvernement  el!  que  le  General 
Dcfaix  parte  pour  TEurope  dans  le  courant  de  No* 
vembre,  a  moins  Jcvencment  majeur. 

La  Commlffion  des  Arts  paflefa  en  France  par  un 
parlemcntaire  que  vous  dcmanderez  a  cet  cffet,  con- 
formemcnt  au  cartel  d*echange,  dans  le  courant  dc 
Novembre,  immediatement  apres  qu'ils  auront  acheVe 
leuf  miflion.  lis  font  dans  ce  moment- ci  occupes  a 
ce'qiii  Icur  refte  a  faire,  a  vifiter  la  Haute-Egypte. 
Ccpendant  ceux  que  vous  jugeriez  pouvoir  vous  etre 
WtHes,  vou^ Usniettre%  en  requifithn fans  difficuUL 

L'Effendi  fait  prifonnicr  a  Aboukir  eft  parti  pour 
fe  rendre  a  Damieitc.  Je  vous  ai  ecrit  de  Tenvoyer 
cti  Chypre.  II  eft  porteur  pour  le  Grand- Vizir  dc^ 
la  lettre  dont  vous  trouverez  ci-joint  la  cbpie. 
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L*arrivec  de  notre  efcadre  de  Breft  a  Toulon,  ct  dc 
Vefcadre  Efpagnole  a  Carihagenc,  ne  laifle  aucunc 
cfpece  de  doute  fur  la  poflibilite  de  faire  pafler  en 
Egypte  les  fufils,  les  fabres,  piftolets,  fers  coules, 
dont  vous  avez  befoin,  et  dont  j'ai  I'etat  le  plus  exaft, 
avec  une  quantite  de  recrues  fuffifantes  pour  reparer 
les  pertes  des  deux  campagnes.  Le  Gouvernement 
vous  fera  alors  connaitre  iui-memc  fes  intentions: 
comme  homme  public  et  comme  particulier,  je  pren- 
drai  des  mefures  pour  vous  faire  avoir  frqquemment 
dc$  nouvell{^s« 

Si  par  des  evenemens  incalculables,  toutes  Ics  ten- 
tatives  etoient  infrudueufes,  et,  qu'au  mois  de  Mai, 
vous  n'ayez  re9u  aucun  fecours  ni  nouvelles  de  France, 
et  a  cette  aunee,  malgre  toutes  les  precautions,  la 
pefte  etoit  en  Egypte,  et  vous  tuait  plus  de  1500 
foldats,  perte  coofiderable,  puifqu'elle  ferait  en  fus  de 
celle  que  les  evenemens  de  la  guerre  vous  occafion- 
neroient  journellement,  je  penfe  que,  dans  ce  cas, 
vous  ne  devcz  pas  vous  hazarder  a  foutenir  la  cam- 
pagne  prochaine,  et  que  vous  etes  autorife  a  con- 
clure  la  paix  avec  la  Porte  Ottomane,  quand  meme 
Tevacuation  de  PEgypte  devrait  etre  la  condition  prin- 
cipale.  II  faudroit  (implement  eloigner  Texecution 
de  cette  conditioni  fi  cela  etoit  polGble^  jufqu'a  la 
paix  generate, 

Vous  favcz  apprecier  aufli  Wen  que  perfonnc, 
Citoyen  General,  combien  la  possession  de  l' Egypte 
$Ji  smportanie  d  la    France.        Cet     empire    TiifC, 

Part  III.  C 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lO  COPIES    OF 

menace  dc  ruinc  dc  tous  cotes,  s*ecroulc  aujoiird^hui  ; 
et  Tevacuation  de  I'Egypte  par  la  France  ferait  un 
malheur  d'autant  plus  grand,  que  nous  verrions  de  nos 
jours  cette  belle  province  paifer  en  d'autres  mains 
Europeennes. 

Les  nouvelles  des  fucces  ou  des  revers  qu'aurait  la  ^ 
Republique  en  Europe,  doiveni  auffi  entrer  puiflam- 
ment  dans  vos  calculs. 

Si  la  Porte  repondait  aux  ouvcrtures  e  paix  que  je 
lui  ai  faites,  avant  que  vous  n'cufliez  rc^u  de  ^roes 
nouvelles  de  France,  vous  devez  declarer  que  vous 
avez  tous  les  pouvoirs  que  j'avois  ;  entamez  la  negOf 
ciation,  petjijlez  toujours  dans  refffertton  que  fat  avancSe^ 

QiJE  L*INTENTION  DE  LA  FRANCE  n'a  JAMAIS  e'te' 
D*ENLEVER    l'EgYPTE    A    LA    PoRTE.       Dcmaudez 

que  la  Porte  forte  de  la  Coalition,  et  nous  accorde  le 
commerce  de  la  Mer  Noire,  qu'elle  mette  en  liberte 
les  Fran9ais  prifonniers,  et  enfin  fix  mois  de  fufpenfion 
d'hoftilites ;  afin  que,  pendant  ce  tems  la,  Techange  des 
ratifications  puifle  avoir  lieu. 

Suppofant  que  les  circonllances  foient  tclles  que  vous 
croyiez  devoir  conclure  le  traite  avec  la  Porte,  vous 
ferez  fentir  que  vous  ne  pouvez  pas  le  mettre  en  exe« 
cution,  qu'il  ne  fbit  ratifie,  et  felon  Tufage  de  toutes 
les  nations,  Tintervalle  entre  la  fignature  d'un  traite 
ct  la  ratification,  doit  toujours  etre  une  fufpenfion 
d'homiites. 

Vous  connailTcz,  Citoyen  General,  quelle  c(l  ma 
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h^anierc  de  voir  fur  la  politique  interieurc  de  PEgypte, 
Quelque  chofc  que  vous  fafliez,  les  Chretiens  feront 
toujours  nos  amis.  II  faut  les  empechcr  d*etre  trop  info- 
lents,  afin  que  les  Turcs  i^'ayent  pas  pour  nous  le 
meme  fanatifme  qtie  contre  les  Chretiens,  cequi  nous 
les  rendrait  inrcconcili^bles.  //  faut  endormir  le  fana^ 
iifme  en  attendant  quon  puijfe  LE  deracinek«  En 
captivant  Topinion  des  Grands  Cheicks  du  Caire  on  a 
Topinion  de  toute  I'Egypte,  et  de  tous  les  chefs  que  ce 
peuple  peut  avoir>  il  ti'y  en  a  aucuns  moin3  dangereux 
pour  nous,  que  les  Cheicks^qui  font  peureux,  neiavent 
pas  fe  battre,  et  qui,  comme  tous  les  prhres^  infpirent 
le  fanatifme  fans  etre  fanatiques. 

Quant  aux  fortifications,  Alexandrie  et  El-Arifch, 
voila  les  deux  clefs  de  rEg)pte.  J'avois  le  projet  de 
faire  etablir  cet  hiver  des  redoutes  de  palmier,  deux 
depuis  Sallieh  a  Cafties,  deux  de  Cafties  a  EUArifcb; 
une  de  ces  dernjeres  fe  feroit  trouvee  a  Tendroit  ou  le 
General  Menou  a  trouve  de  Teau  potable, 

Le  General  .de  Brigade  Sanfon,  Commandant  de 
Genie,  le  General  de  Brigade  SoUgis,  Commandant 
TArtillerie  de  I'armee,  vous  mettront  au  fait,  chacun 
en  ce  qui  regarde  fon  arme» 

Le  Citoyen  PouflTielguc  a  ete  cxcluCvement  charg6 
des  Finances,  Je  I'ai  reconnu  travailleur  et  homme 
dc  mexite.  11  commence  a  avoir  quelqueJ  rcnfeigne- 
mens  fur  le  chaos  de  Tadminiftration  de  ce  pa'is^ci. 

C    2 
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J*avois  le  projct,  fi  aucun  evencmcnt  ne  furvenait,  <fc 
tftchcr  cet  hivcr  d*etablir  un  nouveau  fyfteme  d'impo- 
fitions^  ce  qui  aurait  permis  de  fe  pafler  a  peu  pres  dcs 
Cophtes.  Cepcndant,  avant  dc  Tentreprcndre,  je  vous 
confenie  d*y  reflechir  long-tems.  II  vaut  mieux  cn- 
treprendre  cette  operation  un  peu  tard,  qu*uQ  peu 
trop  tot, 

Des  vaifleaux  de  guerre  Franf  ais  paroitront  inda* 
bitablement  cet  hiver  a  Alexandrie,  ou  a  Brulos,  on  a 
Damiette.  Faites  conflruire  une  batterie  et  une  tour  i 
Brulas.  Tachez  de  riunir  cinq  a  Jix  ant  Mamelouisj 
que  lorfque  les  vatffiaux  Francois  feraient  arrives^  voux 
feriez  arriitr  dam  un  jour  au  Caire^  ou  dam  les  aufres 
provinces,  et  embarquer  pour  la  France.  Au  defaut  de 
Mamehuis,  des  Stages  d^jtrabes,  des  Cheicks^el-Belled, 
qui  par  une  raifon  quelconque  fe  trouvcraient  ar- 
rStes,  pourraient  y  fuppleer  Les  individus,  arrives 
en  France,  y  feraient  retenus  un  ou  deux  ans,  verraient 
la  grandeur  de  la  nation^  prendroient  une  id^e  de  nos 
moeurs  et  de  notre  langue,  et,  de  retour  en  Egypte,  nout 
fournirolent  autant  de  partifans. 

J'avois  demande  deja  plufleurs  fois  une  troupe  dc 
comediens.  Je  prendrai  urt  foin  particulier  de  vous  en 
envoyen  Cet  article  eft  tres-important  pour  Tarmee, 
et  pour  commencer  a  changer  les  moeurs  du  pais. 

La  place  importante  que  vous  allez  occuper  en  chef, 
va  vous  mettre  a  meme  de  deploycr  les  takns  que  la  na- 
ture vous  a  donnes.     L'tnteret  de  ce  qui  fe  palfe  ici, 
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eft  vif,  ct  les  rerultats  en  fcront  immenfes  fur  Ic  com- 
merce ct  la  civiUfation.  Cc  fcra  I'cpoquc  d'ou  datc- 
ront  de  grandes  revolutions. 

Accoutum£  a  voir  la  recompenfe  des  peines  et  det 
travaux  dc  la  vie  dans  Topinion  de  la  poft^rite,  j'aban- 
donne  TEgypte  avec  le  plus  grand  regret.  L'lnteret  de 
la  patrie,  fa  gloirei  I'obeiflfancey  les  evenemens  extraor- 
dinaires  qui  viennent  de  s'y  pafler,  me  decident  feub 
a  pafler  au  milieu  des  efcadres  ennemies,  pour  me  ren-> 
dre  en  Europe.  Je  ferai,  d^efprit  et  de  coeur,  avec  vous* 
Vos  fucces  me  feront  auffi  chers  que  ceux  ou  je  me 
trouverais  moi-meme,  et  je  regarderai  comme  mal 
employes  tous  les  jours  de  ma  vie,  ou  je  ne  ferai  pas 
quelque  chofe  pour  Tarmee  dont  je  vous  laiflfc  le  com- 
mandement,  et  pour  confolider  le  magnifique  ^tablifle- 
ment  dont  les  fondemens  viennent  d*£tre  jettes. 

L'armee  que  je  vous  confie  eft  toute  compoKee  de 

mes  enfans.     J'ai  eu>  dans  tous  les  tems,  meme  au 

milieu  de  leurs  plus  grandes  peines,  des  marques  de 

leur  attachement.     £ntretenez-la  dans  ces  fentimens. 

Vous  le  devez  a  Teftime  et  a  Tamitie  toute  particuliere 

que  j'ai  pour  vous,  et  Tattachement  vrai  que  je  leur 

porte* 

(Signe)        Bonaparte. 

Pour  copie  conforme  a  roriginilf 

KtSBER. 
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Alexandria^  Augujf  2idy  1799* 
fioNAPARTE,  Commander  in  Chiefs  to  General  Klebzr* 

jfXNNEXED  to  this.  Citizen  General,  you  will  find  an 
order  for  you  to  take  the  command  of  the  army.  My 
conftant  apprehenfions  left  the  Englifli  fleet  fliould 
again  appear  on  the  coaft,  compel  me  to  haften  my 
voyage  by  two  or  three  days. 

I  take  with  me  Generals  Berthier,  Lannes,  Murat^ 
AndreofG,  and  Marmont ;  Citizen  Monge,  and  CitU 
zen.BerthoIet* 

Enciofed  you  will  find  the  Englifh  and  Francfort 
papers  *  up  to  the  loth  of  June.  You  will  fee  by  them, 

*  It  would  feem  from  this  (and  indeed  the  whole  tenour  of  this 
correfpondence  proves  it)  that  the  Direflory  gave  themfelves  as 
little  trouble  about  Bonaparte,  as  if  he  had  not  obliged  them  by 
facrificing  his  gallant  army  to  their  common  Tiews.  But  for  thefe 
papers  (which  were  mod  probably  given  to  him  by  fome  un- 
fufpe^ng  Britiih  tar,  who  had  better  have  kept  them  himfelf), 
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that  we  have  loft  Italy !  that  Mantua,  Turin,  and  Tor- 
tona,  are  in  a  ftate  of  blockade.  I  have  fome  grounds 
to  flatter  myfelf  that  the  firft  of  thefe  places  will  hold 
out  to  the  end  of  November  * ;  and  I  truft,  if  fortune 

he  would  have  been  ignorant  of  what  was  doing  in  Europe.  He 
refers  Kleber  to  no  information  from  the  Diredtory ;  he  men- 
tions NO  ORDERS  FOR  HIS  RECALL — which  wouid  have  been 
a  fufficient  pica,  and  which  he  would  not  have  failed  to  urge,  if 
he  had  received  any — but  bottoms  the  whole,  upon  the  acci» 
dental  acquifition  of  a  few  newfpapers !  Even  in  his  farewell 
addrefs  to  the  array,  he  gives  no  other  reafon  for  his  return, 
"but  the  ne*ws  ;  though  fuch  a  circumftance  muft  have  been  to 
them  a  mofl  cruel  infult ;  as  their  prefence  in  Europe  muft  have 
bepn  full  as  neceOary  as  his  own. 

♦  Bonaparte  may  be  pardoned  for  this  conje^ure,  formed 
from  an  eflimate  of  the  time  which  it  took  him  to  reduce  it,  ia 
his  boafled  campaigns.  Mantua  was  invefled  by  him  for  the 
firil  time  on  the  4th  of  June  1796 ;  it  did  not  furrender  till  the 
ad  of  February  in  the  following  year,  a  fpace  of  eight  months; 
nor  then  to  the  fire  of  the  befiegers,  but  to  that  with  which  uo 
courage,  nor  obdinacy,  can  contend — an  abfoiute  want  of  food  1 
Compare  this  with  the  recovery  of  the  fame  town,  in  the  prefent 
campaign.  It  fell,  with  a  garrifon  of  thirteen  thoufand  men, 
after  a  clofe  and  vigorous  fiege  of  only  eleven  days  1  Indeed,  if 
the  Auflro-RulTian  campaign  in  Italy  be  compared  with  thofe 
of  Bonaparte,  the  latter  dwindle  into  infignificance.  With  an 
immenfe  army,  powerfully  reinforced  by  the  difcontented  and 
vicious  of  all  nations^  whom  he  attached  to  his  flandard  by  the- 
lyrc  of  novelty  and  indifcriminate  plunder,  Bonaparte  over-ran 
Italy  in  two  years:  let  it  be  remembered,  however,  that  all  its 
fortreflcs  (with  the  exception  of  Mantua)  were  pufillanimoufly 
or  infidiou/ly  delivered  to  him,  before  he  had  even  captured 
Ihc  paltry  town  of  Ccva,  the  firft  garrifon  in  Piedmont  j  while 
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fmiles  upon  me,  to  be  in  Europe  before  the  beginnlog 
of  Oflober. 

You  will  alfo  find  cnclofed,  a  cipher  for  your  cor- 
refpondcnce  with  the  Government ;  and  another,  for 
your  communications  with  me. 

I  entreat  you  to  difpatch  Gimot  fome  time  in  the 
month  of  Odober  •,  together  with  the  baggage  which 
I  have  left  at  Cairo,  and  n^y  domeflics*  I  Ihould,  how* 
ever,  have  no  particular  obje£iion  to  your  taking  a$ 
many  of  them  as  may  fuit  you,  into  your  own  fervice. 

It  is  the  prefent  intention  of  Government,  that  Gc* 
nerai  Defaix  t  (hould  fet  out  for  Europe  in  November 


the  A uflro- Ruffians  have  reconquered  the  fame  coimiryin  the 
(hort  fpace  of  nine  months,  with  the  addition  of  Alexandria, 
Tortona,  Sec,  and  the  almost  impregnable  fortrefles  of  Coni  and 
Turin;  the  laft  of  which  had  been  treacheroufly  fcized  by  the 
execrable  Joubert. 

This,  though  pretty  generally  known,  is  mentioned  here,  for 
the  exclufive  benefit  of  Bonaparte's  Jacobin  admirers;  who,  re- 
duced  to  defpife,  with  the  reil  of  the  world,  his  legiflative  ta- 
lents, pretend  to  found  his  claims  to  eoipire  on  his  nifid  and  un^ 
rivalled  viflories  1 

♦  The  Genei*al  had  forgotten  that  he  promifcd  the  foldiers 
(whom  he  took  leave  of  with  fuch  heart-felt  regret)  that  he 
would  return  to  them  forthwith  (momentanimem), 

f  This  is  the  pcrfon  who,  according  to  the  joint  reports  of 
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aext^  utiltft  (bmething  of  confequence  (hoalii  arift  here 
«o  deuin  him. 


The  Commission  of  the  Arts  fliall  return  to 
France  on  board  a  flag  of  truce,  which  you  will  de- 
mand for  this  purpofe,  conformably  to  the^  Itte  cartel, 
fiune  time  ia  the  month  of  November,  immediately 
after  they  have  completod  the  objeft  of  their  roi$on; 
They  are  at  pirefent  engaged  in  potting  a  Anifiitng 
hand  to  it,  by  an  examination  of  Upper  Egypt.  Nt-* 
verthelcfs,  if  you  think  that  any  of  them  will  be  of 
fervice  to  you,  yov  may  put  them  in  refuifithn  without 
fcrople*!!! 


Bonaparte  and  himfelfy  has  annihilated  Moiirad  Bey,  and  h\^ 
handful  of  Mameloucs,  fevcral  times  over.  It  will  be  feen  pre- 
fently,  however,  that  they  are  ftill  alive  and  merry  ;  preparing 
to  do  as  much  for  him  in  their  turn.  Defaix  was  looked  upon  in 
France  as  oqe  of  the  bed  officers  ifi  the  ffinw* 


•  Would  not  one  imagine  this  huipgne  jSriv^z-^fT^^r  was  talk* 
ing  of  camels  or  buffaloes,  inftead  of  the  men  whofe  immortal  1?* 
bours  in  Egypt  were  to  aftonifli  the  world,  and  illuflrate  France 
with  a  fuUdifplay  of  the  recondite  lore  of  Hermes  Trifmegiftus  ? 
put  tbem  in  requifition  'witboui  JcrufU!  Unfortunate  beings  I  this 
is  the  very  thing  that  he  had  before  done  to  them  in  France ! 


Paet  hi: 
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The  Effendi  who  was  made  prifoner  at  Abbukir,  it 
fct  out  for  Datnietta.  I  have  silready  written  to  you 
to  fend  him  to  Cyprus^  he  takes  with  him  a  letter  for 
the  Grand  Vizier,  of  whiph  I  cnclofe  you  a  copy  ^. 


The  airival  of  the  Breft  fleet  at  Toulon,  and  of  the 
Cadiz  fleet  at  Carthagena,  leaves  no  kind  of  doubt  of 
the  pofiihility  of  tranfmitting  to  Egypt  the  muflLets, 
labres,  piftols,  balls,  &c.  of  which  you  ftand  in  need, 
and  of  whiph  I  am  provided  with  a  very  cxzSt  enume- 
ration; together  with  a  fufficient  number  of  recruits 
to  fupply  the  lofles  of  our  two  campaigns*  Govern- 
ment itfelf,  J  prefume,  will,  by  that  conveyance,  acr 
quaint  you  with  |ts  intentions  :  as  for  myfelf,  both  in 
my  public  and  my  private  capacity,  I  promife  tO  take 
every  meafure  for  enabling  you  tp  h^ar  freauently 
from  France  J. 


This  paragraph  is  highly  worthy  of  the  ferious  confideration 
of  th«  Jacobins :  (ince  of  all  the  brilliant  qualities  of  Bonapartei^ 
none  (with  the  exception  of  his  humanity)  has  been  fo  long  and 
fo  loudly  dwelt  upon  by  thetny  as  his  lingular  love  of  leamiog, 
and  learned  mei^l 

t  See  No.  XIV. 


%  After  noticing  the  various  wants  of  the  French  army,  tlie 
reader  may  be  curious  to  know  what  Bonaparte  has  donis  in 
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tf,  by.  a  feries  of  the  mod  extraordioary^cY^tSt  none 
^f  thefe  attempts  fhould  fucceed^andyou  fhould  neither 
receive  reinforcements^  nor  intelligence  from  France 
by  May  next;  and  if  this  year,  in  fpite  of  all  your  pre- 
catitions,  the  plague  (houM  breik  out  in  Egypt  Slnd 
carry  off  more  than  fifteen  hundred  of  the  troops  §-— a 
eonfiderable  lofs  in  addition  to  that  which  th^  events  of 
the  war  will  daily  occailoiv-^I  tb'mk  that  y6u  ought 
not  then  to  tenture  upon  another  campaigp>  and  that 
you  are  foficiently  juftified  to  concluding  a  peac^  with 
the  Ottoman  Forte ;,  even  tlioiugh  the  evacuation  of 
Egypt  (hould  be  the  leading  article.  It  will  merely  be 
neceflary  for  you  to  poftpone  the  execution  of  it  (if 


•idler  of  his  ^faaties  to  relitve  tb^.  It  May  be  told  in  three 
words.  He  ha»  raked  the  kennels  of  Paris  for  a  number  of  pro. 
ftitutes  more  pefHlential  than  the  plague,  to  fend  them  \  and  he 
has  fmi  in  fequyitiM  a  few  miferable  companies  of  drolling  players, 
who  may  probably  arrive  time  enough  to  fte  the  curtain  drop  for 
ever  on  the  tngi-comedy  of  his  expedition* 


%  The  cool  calculation  of  1506  men,  which  this  <<  hope  and 
tronfolation**  of  the  rancorous  *<  fdiool  of  humanity''  thinks  a 
reaibiuiblfl  quantity  to  die  of  the  plague,  is  chieAy  noticed  heie» 
as  fiirniihing  a  tolerable  criterion  for  eftimating  the  numbers 
that  fell  in  the  former  feafon.  As  an  ufelefs  facrifice  of  fo  many 
hundred  human  beings,  it  is  fcarce  worth  mention  in  the  hidory 
«f  a  man,  who  has  fpilled  more  blood  wantonly  than  any  cam- 
mander  of  ancient  or  modem  times  • 
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foch  a  thing  be  poffible)  till  the  period  of  a  geniiaA 
^ce. 


No  wty  Citizen  Getieraf^  ha»better  means  ofjvtdg^ 
ing  of  the  importance  of  Egypt  to  France,  than  yoor« 
felf.  The  Turktflk  empire,  menaced  with  ruin  OA 
every  fide,  is  cmtftMing  to  pieces  at  this  mottdnt}  aai 
the  evacuation  of  Egypt  on  our  part,  ^outd  he  fo  much 
the  more  unfortunate,  tt  ^9ft  ftfould  he  fure  to  fee, 
ere  lohg,  this  ftAe  ptnyHhce  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Ibrtie  other  European  powers. 


The  intelligence  of  the  good  or  ill  fortune  which 
miy  at^tend  the  Repubhc  in  Europe,  wiU^  of  courife, 
have  its  'dufe  influence  in  determining  your  future 

meafurcs.     .  , 


If  the  Porte  iliould  reply  to  tlie  overtures  I  have 
made  for  peace,  before  my  letters  from  France  can 
reach  you^  it  will  be,  in  tha):  car<^,  neceflary  for  you 
to  declare^  that  you  have  ali  lbe:powers  with  whkh  I 
WasentPufted*        •     ' 


Enter  theil  upon  the  negotiation  J  aSlom  ftrenuoujlj 
and  conjiantly  to  the  offer tl^nfi^hicb  I  have  advanced,  that 
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FroMcr  Mv4r  had  tbe  Utfi  iiea  op   t^K|li«  ^Yi». 
FjtoM  THE  Caamo  SsiaNiOiL ! !! 


R«q^itfe  th6  Ottottian  Porte  to  fepAfitfe  itfeff Tfom 
the  GoaHttott,  to  gtaiit  tis  the  ffec  comfneree^  tfce 
Bladt  Sea,  to  fet  at  Hberfjr  ^11  the  Fi*inch  in  con- 
finem^t,  and  laftly,  to  agree  to  a  fufj^nfton  of 
hoftilMeJ^  for  fix  months,  that  Ihctc'ittay*^  k  ftiffi* 
cknt  tiiMfbt  the  mtrtual  exchange  of  .ratifi^tions. 


'  Sdpikyfingi  Ixdwcttr,  that  ybti  ifiitmld  4nd  ybuitelf 
m  fuch  citcutnftances  as  ydu  conceive  tnike  tt'  fttbeCi 
ftry  to  r«»r/i«/(f  the  treaty  ^»th  thri'Poite;  yon  httrft 
then  malfc  that  power  nndef  ftand  that  you  citinot  ex- 
^Cttte  yotii-  part  of  it,  before' it  be  i^tificd  (at  ftotiie)  \ 
and  that,  according  toth^nfual  prafticc  of  all  naiionsr^ 
the  intcrrai  between*  the  ^%mng  landratHym]^  of  a 
treaty,  is  always  confidered  as  a  fufpenCon  of 
hoftilities. 


¥o4Mro mqiaiAotqdy  ChnwntGpft^raJi  with  .my  w^ 
of  thinking  refp^J^  fbe  tnwior  pojicy  .^f  i^i^l^m 
Aft  in  whatever  manner  you  pleafe,  the  Chriftians  will 
ftill  be  our  friends ;  it  will  be  neceflary,  however,  to 
^veliesit  tbeni:fiDooii^roirihgtoo  Inibtent,d^  theTtuks 
SnaiUodsrofinittefiRnei&iWiG  t>rBjQdide  ^igxinfttis  ad 
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igainft  them,  •  which  wouM  deftroy  evefy  poStbWttj  of 
a  reconciliation :  this  fanaticiftn  nnuft  at  all  events  b6 
laid  afleepy  until  we  have  an  opportunity  of  extirpate 
ing  it  entirely.  By  gaining  the  good  opinion  of  the 
principal  Sheiks  at  Cairo,  we  fhall  fecure  that  of  all 
Egypt ;  and  of  all  the  chiefs  which  its  inhabteants  may 
rally  under,  there  are  none  lefs  to  be  apprehended  by 
vs  than  the  Sheiks,  who  ai;e  all  timorous,  unacquainted 
whh  arms,  and,  like  all  other  priefts,  know  hdw  to 
infpire  the  people  with  fanaticifm,  withoij^t  bein(g  fiwar 
tic  themfelves. 

With  refped  to  the  forliiications,  I  confider  Alex« 
andria  and  El  Arifch  as  the  two  keys  of  Egypt*  I 
had  once  an  idea  of  forming,  during  the  approaching 
winter^  feveral  redoubts  of  palm-tree ;  two  from  Sal^ 
lich  to  Caflies,  two  from  Cafties  to  £1  Arifch :  of  thefir 
laft^  one  was  to  be  placed  on  the  fpot  whefe  General 
Menou  difcovered  a  fpring  of  tolerable  water. 


Brigadier-general  Sanfon,  commander  of  the  corps 
cf  engineers,  and  Brigadier-general  Sougis,  commander 
cf  the  artillery,  will  fdmifli  you  with  the"  iieeeflarjr 
(details  of  their  refpedfve  departments*        / 


Citi2»en  Potiffielgue  has  had  the  fdcjAzttM^mtM  of 
the  finances ;  I  have  found  him  extremely  adiv^  mi 
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itf  everyrefped  a  perfon  of.  merit ;.  be  begins  to  have 
fome  infight  into  the  chaos  of  the  adminiftration  of  this 
country.  It  was  my  intention,  if  nothing  occurred  to 
prevent  me,  to  attempt  this  winter  a  tuw  fyflem  of 
taxation,  which  would,  by  degrees,  relieve  us  from 
our  prefent  dependance  on  the  Copts :  befDre  you.under* 
take  it,  however,  I  advife  you  to  make  it  the  fubjeA 
of  long  and  deliberate  meditation ;  it  is  fafer  to  begin 
an  operation  of  this  nature  a  little  too  latc>  than  a  littlo 
too  foon* 


Our  (hips  of  war  will  certainly  make  their  appear* 
ance  this  winter,  either  at  Alexandria,  Brulos,  or  Da- 
mietta.  You  mud  have  a  battery  and  a  figqal-tower 
at  Brulos.  Endeavour  to  get  together  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred Mameloucs,  in  fuch  a  manner  that,  when  the 
French  fleet  arrives,  you  maybe  able  to  lay  your  hands 
Vpon  them  at  the  fame  inftant  of  time,  either  at  Cairo 
or  in  the  other  provinces,  and  fend  them  off  lmme<>' 
4iately  for  Pr^ce**  If  you  cannot  procure  Mameloucs^ 


*  )t  i»  impoffiUe  to  concave  a  fcheme  of  blacker  or  more 
diabolical  perfidy  than  Bonaparte  here  plans  for  Kleber. 
five  or  (i«  hundred  innocent  people,  living  without  fufpicioxi 
or  fear  under  the  protedion  of  the  French,  are  to  be  torn  froni 
their  country,  their  fiiniilies,  and  friends,  and  hurried  off  tQ 
f nyice  und^r  a  prptence  equally  abfurd  and  iniquitoui, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S4  COPIES  Of 

fucb  Arab  haftagis^  Cbetts  el  Beitd  at  noff  then  kt 
in  cuftody,  no  matter  on  wiiac  account,  will  anfwer 
the  end  a«  uicH.  Thsfe  people,  lamhd  in  Francci 
and. detained  there  fior  a  year  or  two,  will  contemplate 
the  gnmdeur  of  the  nation  ;  they  will  acquke^  in  iwie 
degree,  our  nuuiners  and  oor  languagp,  and  ivhen 
Ibey  return  to  Egypt,  will  piove  to  us  fo  many  par- 
tifans. 


Fortnnafely,  Bodaparte  left  a  man  behind  him  but  little 
inclined  to  be  the  agent  of  hi^  ▼illany.  How  mu(l  this  g^^lant 
and  discerning  foldier  have  felt  the  infult  here  offered  him? 
How  miift  he  have  fmiled  with  contempt  at  this  mixture  of 
idiotifhi  and  frenzy?  tkts  erder  for  him  to  exafperate  the 
country  by  aii  a£b  of  wamten  barbarity,  at  the  time,  he  was  in. 
flmflfd  to  treat  about  leaving  it  in  peace  1  Bonaparte  allows 
that  thofe  Mamelouc  roiiTioaanei  could  not  finiOi  their  Pariilaia 
education  in  lefs  than  a  year  or  two,  and  yet  he  has  ju(l  before 
granted  a  delay  of  only  fix  months  to  conclude  the  agreement 
which  is  to^(hut  the  French  out  of  Egypt  for  ever. 


With  refpeft  to  the  Arab  hoftages,  Cheiks,  or  any  thing  dfc 
inftead  of  Mameloucs ;  if  fuch  a  motley  crew  were  not  defigned 
to  gratify  his  own  vanity,  they  could  only  ferve  to  remind  the 
^arifians  of  the  ever-memorable  proceflRon  of  the  **  Orator  of 
the  human  racc^*^  Anacharfis  Clootz.  At  iny  rate,  the  idea  of 
bringing  about  a  great  change  iti  the  country  by  their  means, 
it  completely  ridiculous,  and  truly  worthy  of  the  tnan  who  con- 
ceived it. 
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I  hm^  atvoniy  Ttpe$lttMy  yMMm  for  ^  caaipAoy*  of 
oomediatts;  I  will  take  pailicot«rctf«  that  they  iball 
be  f«nt *•  This appenrstame  an  srtide  of  the  utmoft 
confeqoenoi,  not  only  Jer  the  army,  but  for  the  por* 
pofe  of  elk&ing  ibaieckingtlike  a  change  in  the  laaral 
habiia  of  ibe  country. 

The  importaat  fitudtbn  of  Comnntoder  ia  Cblef^ 
which  ip  now  devoted  upon  jau,  will  afford  you 
ample  opportunities  of  dtfplayiag  thoie  talents  with 
which  »ttt«re  has  endowed  yoM.  The  intereft  taken  in 
every  thing  which  pafles  here,  is  aAtve  and  Uveiy  ;  ^nd 
the  confequences  refuhing  from  it  will  be  immenfe^ 
whether  coafidered  with  refpeft  to  commerce  or  to 
civilizatipn.  This  is  a&ficdly  the  epoch  from  whence 
revolutions  of  the  moil  extraordinary  nature  will  take 
their  date. 

Accuftomed  to  look  for  the  recompence  of  the  toils 
and  difficulties  c^  li&  in  the  opinion  of  poderity,  I 
abandon  Egypt  widi  the  deepeft  regret  *  !    The  honour 

•  This  is  the  only  one  of  all  his  numerous  pi*omjfes  that 
Bonaparte  has  condefcendcd  to  recoiled.  He  thought  of  it,  we 
fee,  in  Egypt ;  and,  not  to  difparage  his  talents  for  invention, 
might  be  indebted  for  the  idea  to  Voltaire,  who  advifed  us  (not 
ferioufly,  it  muft  be  confefled)  to  fend  a  few  opera-dancers  to 
St.  Vincent's,  to  foften  and  fubdue  the  Caraibs. 

•  What  have  wc  here  ?  A  mortified  Canhufian  ?  Meek  and 
lowly  fervant  of  an  unambitious  republic,  he  makes  no  boafl- 
ful  claims  to  the  admiration  of  the  prefent  age ;  he  fights  battles, 
he  overturns  ftates,  he^wades  through  human  blood,  from  the 

Part  III.  '  E 
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aad  ititerefts  of  my  coukUry,  iuty  %  ant  the  €Xtn<>rdi* 
aaqr  evctits  which  have  receolijr  taken  pbce  there  ^ 
thefe,  and  tbele  alone»  have  deteraif  ned  me  to  hazard 
a  paflage  to  £iifope>  through  the  midft  of  the  enemy's 
Iquadroos.  In  heart  and  in  fpirit  I  (hall  ftUl  be  in 
the  midft  of  you !  Yoor  vidories .  will  be  as  dear  to 
me  as  any  in  which  I  may  be  perfonally  engaged ;  and 
I  ifaall  look  upon  that  day  of  my  life  as  ill  employed, 
in  which  I  Aiall  not  do  fomething  for  the  army  of 
which  I  leave  you  the  command ;  and  for  the  confoli* 
dation  of  the  magnificent  eftablifliment^  the  foundation 
of  which  is  fo  recently  laid. 

The  army  L  entruft  to  your  care,  is  entirely  com-* 
px)red  of  MY  OWN  CHILDHEN.     I  havc  never  ceafed> 


Ihores  of  Genoa  to  the  Adriatic;  he  flies  from  one  ravaged 
quarter  of  the  globe  to  lay  wafte  another,  witliout  motive  or  end ; 
— and  he  tells  all  this  in  a  jargon  that  Captain  Bobadil  would  have 
bKiflacd  at.  What  then  ?  His  toil,  like  virtue,  is  its  own  reward, 
asd  he  afpires  only  to  the  grateful  notice  of  poAerity !  All  this 
is  as  perfe6bly  true,  as  that  he  abandoned  Egypt  ivtti  regret^  or 
that  Kleber  believed  him  wlien  he  laid  fo. 

*  ObiiJfance\n  the  original.  This  is  the  only  word  which  he 
ventures  to  hazard  refpedling  a  call  to  return,  and  this  is  weak 
and  infignificant.  If  he  had  been  ordered  to  France,  the  fimple 
truth  would  have  been  foon  told ;  but  it  is  evident  he  was  not,  he 
had  other  realbtis  for  his  flight :  the  meafure  of  his  cruelties  in 
Egypt  was  now  full,  and  vengeance  was  approaching  with  ha<ly 
Andes.  The  attempt  to  blind  Kleber  by  an  ambiguous  word, 
was  as  vain  as  it  was  £oollih;  that  general  law  his  motivCi  and 
U!k%  recofvled  ic« 
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even  in  the  midft  of  thoir  moft  trying  difficulties  and 
dangers^  to  receive  proofs  of  their  attachment*;  endea- 
vour to  preferve  them  ftill  in  thofe  fentiments  for  me. 
This  is  due  to  the  particular  efteem  and  friendlbip  I 
entertain  for  you^  and  to  the  unfeigned  a£Fedion  I  feel 
for  them! 

(Signed)  Bonaparte. 

A  true  Copy, 

Klebsr. 


*  Of  what  materials  mufl  this  nun's  heart  be  made?  Even 
Satan  is  reprefented  by  Miltoa  as  burfting  into  fa^  tears  as 
angels  Jbed^  at  the  recolled^ipn  of  what  he  had  brought  on  his 
followers^  ytt—faltbful  bvw  they  flood.  But  Bonaparte  feems 
abfolutely  incapable  of  any  impreflions  of  pity  or  remorfe ;  he 
is  an  anomalous  being,  fuch  as  neither  hiftory  nor  fiction  has  yet 
dared  to  exhibit. 
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No.  IV, 

LIBERTE'.  ICALITE'^ 

REPUBLIQUE    FRAN5AISE. 

an%  de  la  Repvbliqui  Fnotfaije* 

Klsbek,  Gintrai  en  Chtfy  au  DiRECTOlKE 
ExECtrTIF, 

Jj^E  General  en  Chef  Bonaparte  eft  parti  pour  France 
le  6  Frudlidor,  au  matin,  Jam  m  avoir  prevenu  per^ 
fonnf.  II  m'avoit  donne  rendezvous  a  Rofette  le  7. 
Je  n'y  ai  trouve  qije  fcs  depeches.  Dans  I'incertitude 
file  General  a  eu  le  bonheur  de  pafler,  jc  crois  devoir 
vous  envoyer  copic,  et  de  la  lettre  par  laquelle  il  me 
donne  le  commandement  de  I'armee,  et  de  celle  qu'il 
adreffa  au  Grand-Vifir  a  Conftantinople,  quoiqu'il 
fut  parfaitement  que.ce  Pacha  ctoit  deja  arrive  4 
Pamas, 

Mon  premier  foin  a  ete  de  prendre  une  connoif- 
fance  exafle  de  la  Htuation  aduelle  de  Tarmee, 
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VnnG  favez,  Citoyens  Din  .?:ci:rs,  et  vous  etei  Sl 
iTi^me  dc  vous  faire  rep'-^fcnter  "ctat  dc  fa  force,  lors 
de  fon  arrivce  en  Egyptc.  Elle  ell  reduite  de  moitie; 
et  nous  occupons  tons  les  points  capitnux  du  triangle 
des  Catarafles  a  El-Arrch,  d'El-Arlch  2  Alexandria,  et 
d'Alexandrie  aux  CataraSes.  Ccpendant,  11  ne  s'agit 
plus  aujourd'hui  com  me  autrefois  de  lutter  contnc 
quelqucs  hordes  de  Mamelukes  decouraejes ;  male  de 
combattre  et  de  redder  aux  efforts  r^unis  de  trois 
grandes  ptiiffances :  la  Porte,  les  Anglois  et  Im 
iRuffes. 

Le  denument  d-armes,  de  poudre  de  guerre,  de  fee 
coule  et  de  plomb,  prefcnte  un  tableau  tout  auffi  alar- 
maiit  que  la  grande  et  fubite  diminution  d^hotnmes 
dont  je  viens  de  parler,  Les  effais  de  fonderie  faits 
n^ont  point  reuffi  ;•  la  manufacture  de  poudre  6tablie 
a  Ilhoda  n'a  pas  encore  donne,  et  ne  donnera  pro^ 
bablement  pas  le  rcfultat  qu'on  fe  flattoit  d'en  ob- 
tenir  :  enfin  la  reparation  des  armes  a  feu  eft  lente  ; 
et  il  faoidroit  pour  adivcr  tous  ces  etablifletnens,  des 
moyens  ct  des  fonds  que  nous  n*avons  pas. 

Les  troupes  font  nues ;  et  cette  abfence  de  vetement 
eft  d^autant  plus  facheufe,  qu'il  eft  reconnu  que  dans 
ce  pays  elle  eft  une  des  caufes  les  plus  aAives  des 
diflenteries  et  des  ophthalmies  qui  font  les  maladies 
conftamment  rcgnantes ;  la  premiere  furtout  a  agi 
cette  annee  puiflamment  fur  des  corps  affoiblis  et 
epuifes  par  les  fatigues.  Les  officiers  de  fante  re- 
fnarquent,  et  le  rapportent  conftamment,  que  quoiquc 
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Tarmce  fort  fi  canfiderablemcnt  dimihuee,  il  y  a  ccttc 
annee  un  nombre  bcaucoup  plus  grand  de  maladeSy 
qu'il  n*Y  en  avoit  Tannee  dernierc  a  la  m£me  epoque^ 

Jjc  General  Bonaparte  avant  fon  depart,  avoit,  a  I^ 
vcrit6,  donn€  dis  ordres  pour  habiller  rarmee  en  drap,  ' 
mais  p'ourcet  objet,  comme  pour  beaucoup  d'autrcs,  il 
s*cn  efi  tinu  la  ;  ec  la  penurie  des  fipances,  qui  eft  ua 
nouvel  obftacle  a  combattre»  I'eut  n^is  d^ns  la  neccf- 
iite,  fans  doute,  d'ajqurner  rexecution  4e  c^t  utUf 
projet. 


11  faut  eii  parler,  de  <:cttp  peaurie* 


Le  General  Bonaparte  a  ^puife  les  rcflborces  ex^ 
lfaordinaire9  dans  les  premieres  mois  de  nptre  arrivee: 
j1  a  leve  alors  autant  de  contributions  de  guerre  que 
le  pajs  pouyoiten  fuppoiter.  Revenir  aujourd'hui  a 
ces  nioyen$,  alors  que  novis  fommes  au  dehors  entoure^ 
tfcnnemis,  feroit  preparer  un  foulev^ment  a  la  pre- 
miere occaijon  favorable* 

Et  ccpendant  Bonaparte,  a  fon  depart,  n*a  pas  laiHe 
«»  fou  en  caifTe,  ni  aucun  autre  objet  equivalent.  11 
a laifie  au  contraire  un  arriere  de  pres  de  dix  millions; 
c^cft  plus  que  le  revcnu  d'unc  annee  dans  la  circon- 
Aance.  La  folde  arrieree  pourtoute  Tarmee  fe  monte 
feule  a  qyatre  millions* 

L'inondation  afiuelle  rend  impoffible  le  rccouvre- 
ment  de  ce  qui  rede  du  fur  I'annec  qui  vient  d 'ex- 
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)^rery  tt  qui  fuffiroit  a  peine  pour  la  depcnfe  d^un 
BaojV.  Ge  ne  fcra  done  qu*au  mois  de  Frimaire  qu'oti 
poucra  en  recomBfiencer  ia  perception  ;  ct  alofs,  il  n'en 
faut  pas  dotttcr,  on  ne  pourra  pas  s'y  livrer,  paroc  qu'il 
iaudf a  combattre,  Enfin,  le  Nil  etant  cette  anaec 
tres-mauvais,  plufifcurs  provinces,  fautc  d'inondation, 
offriront  des  non-valeurs  auxquelles  on  ne  pourra  fie 
difj^enfei:  d'avoir  egar«L 

Tout  ce  que  jWance  ici,  Citoyens  Direfteurs,  jc 
puis  le  pnouver,  et  par  des  proces  verbaux,  et  par  dct 
fCats  certifies  des  diffiSrens  fervices* 

Quoiq\ic  l*Egypte  foit  tranquille  en  apparcnce, 
cUc*n'eft  ricn  nK>ins  qife  foumife.  Le  peuple  eft 
inquiet  et  ne  voit  en  nous,  quelqtu  cbofe  -que  I'on 
putfft  fairtj  que  des  ennemis  de  fa  propriete  ;  fon 
cceur  eft  £ins  ceile  ouvert  a  I'eljpoir  d'un  changement 
£avorxible. 

Les  Mamelukes  font  difperfes,  mais  i]s  ne  font  pas 
<letruits.  Mourad-Bey  eft  toujours  dans  la  Haute- 
Egypte  avec  aflez  de  monde,  pour  occuper  fans  ceflc 
line  partie  confiderable  d^  nos  forces.  Si  on  Taban* 
donnoit  un  moment,  fa  troupe  k  groffiroit  bien  vite^ 
ex  il  viendroit  nous  inquieter  jufque  dans  cette  capi- 
tale ;  qiii^  malgre  ia  plus  grande  furveiUance,  n*a  ceff$ 
jufqu'a  ce  jour  dc  lui  procurer  des  fecours  en  argent 
ec  enarmes« 

Ibrahim-Bey  eft  a  Gaza^  ayec  environ  deux  mUlo 
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Miimeltikes ;  et  je  fiiis  inform^  que  tt^nte  mtlle 
homnaes  de  Tarmee  du  Grand- Vifir  et  de  Dgezzaf 
Pacha  y  font  dcja  arrivees.  Lc  Grand- Vifir  eft  parti 
de  Damas  il  y  a  environ  vingt  joui-s;  I!  eft  aSuelle- 
ment  campe  auppes  d*Acre.  Ettfin  tes  Anglah  font 
aaitres  de  la  Mcr  Rouge. 

Telle  eft,  Citoyens  Diredeurs,  la  iitiiaikio»  dans 
laquelle  le  General  £oaaparte  m'a  laiile  renorme 
fardeau  du  cocnio^adeindnt:  de  lainDfie  d'Orjeat.  11 
ftoyeit  la  crife  futah  s^afp^m:^  vbs  ordres  ne  Ini  out 
pas  permis  de  la  furinooter:;  qvtec  cttejcrke.exifte9.ieL 
lettres,  fes  inftrudions,  fa  negociation  entamee,  en 
font  foi ;  elU  ^ft  An  noterietS  puU^ue,  et  nos  enne- 
mis  feinblent  auffi  pen  I'ignorer  qae  les  Fran^ais  qoi 
k  trouvent  eo  Egypte* 

^^  Si  cette  iucuiee»"  ine  dit  le  Geaecal  Bcnapam^ 
•*  malgre  toutes  nos  precautions,  la  peftc  eft  en  Egypte, 
et  vous  tuoit  plus  de  quince  cents  foldats,  &c.  je 
penfe  que  dans  ce  cas  vous  ne  devez  point  hafarder 
a  foutenir  la  campagne  pro^chaine,  et  que  vous  etes 
sutorife  a  conclure  la  paix  avec  la  Porte  Ottomane, 
quand  meme  Tevacuotion  de  I'Egypte  dcvroit  ctre  la 
condition  principale^  &c." 

Je  vou«  fais  remarquerce  paff3ge,CiloyensDix«fleura^ 

FARCE    Op'lL    EST   CARACTE&ISQUE,  foUS  plus  d'un 

rapport,  mais  qu'il  indique  furtout  la  fituation  reelle 
dans  laquclle  je  roc  trouve.  Que  peuvent  etre  quinze 
cents  homines  de  plus  ou  de  moins  daas  rimmenfite 
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*de  terrain  que  j*ai  &  dofehdre  et  auffi  journellcAieiit  ji 
eombattre. 

Le  General  dit  ailleurs :  **  Alexandrie  «t  El-Arich, 
.voila  les  deux  clefs  de  TEgypte."  EUAricb  eft  tm 
•  mechant  fort  a  quatre  journees  dans  le  Defert.  La 
^rande  difficulte  de  rapprovifionner  nc  permet  p^s 
d'y  Jeter  une  garnifon  de  plus  de  deux  cent  cinquante 
hommes.  Six  cent  Mamelukes  et  Arabes  pourronf, 
quand  ils  le  voudront^  intercepter  fa  communacation 
aveo  Catieh,  et  comme,.  lors  du  depart  de  Bonaparte) 
oettc  garnifon  n'ayoit  pas  pour  quiazc  jours  de  vivi^s 
en  avance,  il  ne  faudroit  pas  plus  de  terns  pour  Pobli- 
ger  a  fe  rendre  fans  coup  ierir.  Les  Arabes  feuls 
etoient  dans  le  cas  de  faire  des  convois  foutenus  dans 
Jes  brulans  deferts :  mais^  d'un  cote,  Us  ont  iti  tam  de 
fois  trompeSf  que  loin  de  nous  o£Frir  leurs  fervices,  iU 
s  eloignent  et  fe  cachent ;  d'un  autre  cote,  J  arrivce  du 
Grand- Vifir,  qui  inflamnne.leur  fanatifme  ct  leur  pro^ 
digue  des  dons,  contribue  tout  autant  a  nous  en  faire 
^bandonner^. 

Alexandrie  n'eft  point  une  place,  c'eft  une  vaftc 
camp  retranche ;  il  etoit  a  la  veritp  afiez  bicn  defendu 
par  une  nombreufe  artilleri^.de  fiege,  mais  depuis  que 
nous  Tavons  perdue  cette  artillerie  dans  la  dejaftreuft 
campagnc  di  Syrie^  depuis  que  le  General  Bonaparte  a 
rctir^  teuies  Us   fiices  df  rnorine  pour  armcr  au  com* 

*  II  y  a  deux  chemins  pour  arriver  de  la  Syrie  en  Egypte  qui 
n'oblige  nulleznent  i  pafler  par  El-Arich,  et  fur  lefqucU  oii 
trouve  de  I'eau,  Tun  d'eux  vient  d'etre  reconnu. 

Part  IIL  F 
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fkt  ks  dtux  frtgaiis  avec  lefquelles  il  eft  parti,    te 
camp  ne  peut  plus  offrir  qu'une  foible  refiftance, 

Le  General  Bonaparte  enfin  sVtoit  £iit  illu£on  fur 
VtSkx  que  devoit  produire  le  fucces  qu'il  a  obtenn  au 
pofte  d^Aboukin  II  a  en  e£fet  detruit  la  prefque 
totality  des  neuf  mille  Turcs  qui  avoient  debarqu^* 
Mtisy  qu'eft-ce  qu'une  perte  pareille  pour  une  grande 
-nation«  a  laquelle  on  a  ravi  la  plus  belle  portion  de 
fon  empire,  et  a  qui  la  religion,  Thonneur  et  I'interet 
pr6fcrivent  egalcment  de  fc  vcngcr  et  dc  riconquirtr 
ce  qu'on  avoit  pu  lui  enlever ;  auffi  cette'  viftoire 
n  Vt-elle  pas  r6tard6  un  inftatit  ni  ks  preparatifs  ni  la 
marchc  du  Grand- Vifir. 

Dans  cet  etat  de  chofes,  que  puis-je,  et  que  dois-jc 
faire?  Je  penfe,  Citoyens  Direfteurs,  que  c'eft  dc 
continuer  les  n^gociations  entamees  par  Bonaparte : 
quand  ellcs  nc  donncroicnt  d'autre  r^fultat  que  cclui 
de  gagner  du  terns,  j'aurois  deja  lieu  d'en  etre  fatisfart. 
Vous  trouverez  ci-joint  la  lettre  que  j'6cris  en  con- 
fequencc  au  Grand-Vifir;  en  lui  cnvoyant  dupli^ata 
de  celle  de  Bonaparte* 

Si  ce  miniftre  repond  &  ccs  avances,  jc  lui  propo- 
fcrai  la  reftitution  de  I'Egypte  aux  conditions  fui- 
vantes. 

Le  Grand-SeigneuT  y  ctabliroit  un  Pacha  comxnc 
par  le  paile* 
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'    Oa  tUi  ahandonmroit  le  Miri  4uc  la  Porte  a  tou* 
JDlifs  pcrftt  de  droit  et  jamais  de  fait. 

Le  commerce  feroit  ourert  r^ciproquemcnt  entfe 
rEgypte  et  la  Syric. 

Les  Frangois  demeureroieht  daiis  le  jJiy  occu- 
peroicnt  les  places  et  les  forts,  et  peicevroicnt  tout 
Its  autres  droits  avec  ceux  des  douanes,  jufqu'a  ce 
que  le  Gouvernement  Francois  eut  concla  la  paiic  avec 
TAngieterre. 

Si  ces  conditions  preliminaireset  fommaires  itoieaC 
acceptes,,  je  croirois  avoir  fait  pour  la  patrie,  plus 
qu*en  obtenani  la  plus  eclatante  viftoire.  Mais  je 
doute  que  Ton  veuille  prcter  Toreillc  a  ces  propo- 
fitions ;  fi  I'orgueil  des  Turcs  ne  s'y  oppofe  pointy 
j'aurais  a  combattre  I'influence  de  Tor  des  Anglois. 
Dans  tous  les  cas,  je  me  guiderai  d'apres  les  circon* 
fiances. 

Je  coonois  toute  I'importance  de  la  pofleffion  de 
TEgyptc.  Je  difois  en  Europe  qu*elle  etoit  pour  la 
France  le  point  d^appui  par  lequel  elle  pourroit  re^ 
muec  le  fyft€me  du  commerce  des  quat re  parties  du 
fiionde;  mais  pour  cela  11  &at  un/puiiTant  levier; 
ce  levier,  c*eft  la  marine;  la  nitre  a  exifti:  depuis 
lors  tout  a  change,  et  la  paix  avec  la  Porte  pent 
feule,  ce  me  femble,  nous  offtir  une  vole  honorable 
pour  nws  tirer  d^une  entrefrife  qui  ne  peut  plus  at* 
Uindr^  I'objet  qu'on  avoit  pu  s'en  propofer. 

Fa 
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Je  n'enUerai  potat,  Citoyens  DiredcvirSy  4ans  les 
details  de  toutes  les  coxnbinavfons  diplomatiques,  que 
la  {ituation  aduelle  de  TEurope  peut  offrir :  ils  ne 
font  point  do  mon  reflbrt.  Dans  la  d6trefle  ott  je 
me  trouve,  et  trop  eloigne  du  centre  des  evenemens, 
je  ne  puis  guere  m'occuper  que  du  falut  et  de  Thon* 
neur^e  I'armee  que  je  commande: — ^heoreux  fi  dans 
mes  foUicitudes,  je  rcuilis  a  remplir  vos  vceux.  Pkis 
rapprpchc  de  vouSj  je  mettrois  toute  ma  gloire  a 
Yous  obqir. 

Je  joins  ici,  Citoyens  Dire^leurs,  un  £tat  exad  de 
ce  qui  nous  manque  en  mat6viel  pour  Tartillerie,  et 
«n  tableau  fommaire  de  la  dette  contraAde  er  iaiflfSt 
par  Ic  General  Bonaparte* 

Salut  et  fefpeft. 
(Srgnej  Kleiek. 
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lai  a  intimi  de  dire  a  les  compagnons  at  qu'il  avoic 
vu,  et  a  Icur  General  dc  trembler.  Ceci  paroit  an- 
noncer  ou  la  confiance  que  le  Grand-Vifir  met  dans 
fes  forces,  ou  un  deiir  de  rapprochement.  Quant  a 
moi,  il  me  feroit  de  toute  impoflibilite  de  reunir 
plus  de  cinq  mille  hommes  en  etat  d*entrer  en  cam- 
pagne ; — nonobftant  ce,  je  tenterai  la  fortune,  fi  jc 
ne  puis^  parvenir  a  gagncr  du  terns  par  des  negocia- 
tions.  Dgezzar  a  retire  fes  troupes  de  Gaza,  et  les  a 
fait  revenir  a  Acre. 
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TRANSLATION- 

fUENCB    HBFtTBLIC. 
Head  Quarters  f  Coift,  O^oier  pB^  1799* 

KleBER.*,  Commander  in  Chief,  h  the  Directorv* 

X  H£  Commander  in  Chief,  Boiutparte,  quitted  tbif 
country  for  France  on  the  mornnig  of  the  a^d  ult« 
without  faying  a  word  of  his  intention  to  any  perfon 

♦  This  is  the  firft  letter  that  has  yet  appeared  from  Kleber, 
and  it  is  fuch  as  might  have  been  expcrted  from  pnc  of  his  dif- 
tingui(hed  reputation.  It  is  fenfible,  and  manly  $  forming  a 
complete  contraft  in  every  refpefl  to  the  letter  of  Bonapartei 
•f  which  it  is  a  /hrewd  and  impartial  critique. 

To  point  out  the  fuperior  penetration  and  good  fcnfe  of 
Kleber,  would  be  fuperfluous;  but  it  may  not  be  fo  to  compare 
his  manner  of  proceeding  with  Bonaparte's  treatment  of  Bruey»« 
That  unfortunate  man,  after  being  relu6lantly  detained  00  the 
coaft  of  Egypt  by  Bonaparte's  exprefs  and  reiterated  orders^was  na 
fooner  dead,  than  Bonaparte  publiihed,  in  the  face  of  allEurope^ 
that  he  had  fallen  a  victim  to  his  own  obftinacy,  and  contempt  ^ 
authority!— though  the  remonflrances  of  Brueys,  and  Booaparte'a 
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iriutever.  He  had  appointed  me  to  meet  him  at  Rofetta 
on  the  fubfeqiient  day  !  (the  24th.)  I  found  nothing 
there  but  his  difpatches.  Unable  to  divine  whethef: 
the  General  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  reach  Tonlon^ 
I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  fend  you  a  copy  of  the 
Jetter  by  which  he  transferred  to  me  the  command  of  ^ 
the  army,  as  alfo  of  another  which  he  had  addrefled  tq 
the  Grand  Vizier  at  Confinntimple^  although  he  knew 
perfedly  well,  that  t|iis  officer  yt^  already  arrived  at 
X)amaicM3  ^. 

My  firft  cares  have  been  direded  to  obtain  an  acctt* 
rate  knowledge  of  the  prefcnt  condition  of  the  army«  . 

You  know.  Citizen  Directors,  and  you  have  it  in 
your  power  to  procure  the  requifite  ftatements ;  you 
Jcnow,  I  fay^  the  aau^l  ilrepgth  of  the  army  at  iu  ^r^ 

veJ66t1on  of  them,  both  exifted,  to  convifl  him  of  fo  bai«^ 
cowardly^and  malicious  a  calumny.  While  Klebsr,  with  the  falm 
dignity  of  a  foldicr,  and  a  man  of  honour,  indulging  in  do  raiif 
dom  fpeculations,  patiently  reviews  the  General's  ^latement^ 
ifhich  he  tranrn^ts  to  the  Diredlory,  with  his  own  remarks;^ 
always  intelligent  and  convincing;— >that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  fa^  on  which  they  are  founded,  and  the  opinions 
^em  which  they  ace  drawn* 

f  It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  this  vagary  of  Bonaparte's ; 
the  mod  natural  way  of  obtaining  his  purpofe,  would  certainly 
have  been  to  look  for  the  Vizier  where  he  was  fure  to  be  found* 
Kleber  apparently  feels  fome  refentment  at  this  trifling  fri6| 
the  mifcrics  of  tbr  armyi  by  a  f^eb}c  atteif^pt  at  procraftinatiofi^ 
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firal  in  Egypt :  it  is  reduced  a  full  half! — and  we  oe« 
cttpy  all  tbc  capital  points  of  the  great  triangle,  from 
the  CataraSs  to  El  Arifch,  from  El  Arifch  to  Alex* 
andria^  atod  from  Alexandria  again  to  the  Catarads  ; 
ineaowhiie  it  is  no  longer  a  queftion,  as  it  once  was» 
of  contending  with  a  few  hordes  of  difpirited  Maine« 
kUcs  ^  but  of  refiftiog  and  combating  the  united  eSbrti 
of  three  great  powers,  the  Pone,  ELugland,  and  Ru(Ea« 

The  abfolute  want  of  arms,  of  ganpow(ler»  of  can* 
non  and  roulket-balls,  prefents  a  pidure  no  lefs  alarm* 
ing  than  the  prodigioui  and  rapid  diminution  df  our 
nnmbcrs.  Our  attempts  to  cftabllfh  a  foundry  hare 
failed  of  fuccefs  ;  and  the  manufa£lory  of  powder, 
which  we  fet  on  foot  at  Ilhoda,  has  rtor  hitherto  kept 
fa<je  in  any  degree  wftH  our  expeftations';  in  all  pro- 
brkbility  it  never  v^lll: '  Add  to  this,  that  the  repairing 
of  our  fmall  arms  proceeds  but  flowly ;  and  that,  to 
give  the  necefTary  adivity  to  thefe  various  midertfikings» 
money  and  means,  of  which  we  have  neither,  are  ab« 

folut^Iy  indifpenfable. 

« 

The  troops  are  naked — and  this  privation  of 
clothing  is  the  more  calamitous,  as  it  is  perfedly  af- 
certained  in  this  country,  to  be  one  of  the  mod  a£live 
caufes  of  the  dyfentcries  and  ophthalmies  which  con- 
ilantly  prevail  here.  The  firft,  in  particular,  has 
operated  with  an  alarming  eifed  this  feafon,  on  bodies 
already  weakened  and  exhauded  by  fatigue.  The  menv* 
l>ers  of  the  Board  of  Health  remark  (and  never  fail  to 
pientioa  it  in  their  reports),  that  although  the  army  U 
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fottindh  iimiDifiied,  the  number  on  the  fick  lift  is  c^n- 
fiderably  larger  this  yetr,  than  at  tbe  famft  period  of 
the  laft. 

Generarl  Bonaptrtei  previous,  to  las  d^Hrtore,  tvid/ 
it  is  trucy  given  orders  for  n^w  clothing  the  ^tmy  i  bitt 
for  this,  as  well  as  for  a  great  rnnQj  other*  pro}e£U>  ha. 
oontdtmd  himfelf  tuith  the  men  orders*: — tho  po^i 
vcrtjr  of  the  finances  (which  is  a  new  obftacte  to  be 
combated)  reduced  him^  doubtlefs,  to  tlte  neceffitj  ^• 
adjourning  the  execution  of  this  ufeful  defign. . 

*  Kleber  has  fallen  into  a  flig)u  miftake  here,  fioaaparte Hid 
not  ahf(»lutf  1y  contept  hiiufeU  with  ordering  the  clothilij^noy 
he  wcat,  fcirdier-^c  fet  the  Savans  of  the  Egyptian  Inftitutc 
upon  donfiihing  what  coloured  cloth  was  bed  adapted  to  the  cli- 
mate :  and  thefe.  venerable  fagcs,  after  difcufling  at  great  length 
the  merits  of  feveral,  of  wh?ch  there  was  not  an  t\\  in  the 
country,  nlthnately  fixed  tfpdn  |i  grU-de-lini  of  ivhkh  there  wa« 
fiill  lefs  I  Nor  did  the  General  (lop  e?ea  here  ?  be  aflbrted  in 
his  difpatches  that  many  thoufand  ells  of  this  cloth  (fo  judi- 
ciaufly  chofen)  had  been  delivered  to  the  army  !  The  readers 
of  the  Jacobin  newfpapers  here  cannot  yet  have  forgotten  their 
generoRS  triumph  at  this  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  impror- 
ing  condition  of  "  the  Army  of  the  Baft  !*♦ 

The  concluHon  of  this  paragraph  is  an  evident  farcafm. 
Kleber  knew  that  Bonaparte  was  as  well  acc^uainted  with  the 
ftate  of  the  finances  before  thefe  orders  as  after  them*  He  knew 
tooy  what  aH  the  wo#ld  beOtfes  knows,  that  they  Were  only 
given  to  procure  a  momenur^  popdlarity>  and  carry  ontha^ 
fyftem  of  fraud  and  hypocrifj  with  v^uch  be  began^  and  with 
which  he  will  moft  afluredly  end. 

Part  IIL  G 
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Now  I  have  mentioned  the  finances,  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  fay  foraewhat  more  on  the  fubjed. 

General  Bonaparte  exhanfted  the  extraordinary  re- 
fources  within  a  few  months  after  our  arrival !  He 
levied  at  that  time  as  extendve  a  military  contribution 
as  the  country  could  poflibly  fupport !  To  have  rc- 
courfe  a  fecond  time  to  this  expedient,  now  that  we 
are  furrounded  with  enemies  from  without,  would  only 
pave  the  way  for  an  infurredion  the  firft  favourable 
moment. 

Notwithftanding  all  this^  Bonaparte,  at  quitting 
us,  did  not  leave  behind  him  a  singlIb  sous  in  the 
military  ched,  nor  any  thing  capable  of  being  turned 
into  money !  He  left,  on  the  contrary,  a  debt  of  near 
ten  millions,  more  than  a  whole  year's  income  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things:  the  pay  of  the  army  alone  is  in 
arrear  full  four  millions. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  the  inundation  makes  it  impof- 
Cble  to  recover  the  deficiencies  of  the  year  juft  expired, 
and  which,  if  it  were  not  fog  would  fcarce  anfwer  the 
cxpenfes  of  a  moi^th:  we  cannot,  therefore,  enter  again 
on  the  colle£lion  of  the  taxes  till  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber;  and  even  then  it  is  clear  to.  me,  that  we  (hall  not 
be  in  a  condition  to  attend  fufficiqntly  to  it,  becaufe 
we  (bill  hove  our  hands  fnU  of  fighting.  In  a  word, 
the  Nile  being  very  low  this  year,  many  provinces. 
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deprived  of  the  inundation,  will  claim  the  cuftomary 
exemptions,  to  which  we  cannot,  in  common  jufticc, 
objcd. 

Every  fyllable,  Citizen  DIredors,  which  I  here 
advance,  I  can  authenticate  either  by  verbal  pro- 
ccfles,  or  by  eftimates  of  the  different  fervices  regularly 
figned. 

Although  Egypt  is  to  all  appearance,  tranquil,  it  is 
nothing  lefs  than  in  a  ftate  of  fubmidion  ;  the  people 
sTre  reftlefs  and  uneafy,  and  in  fpite  of  all  we  can  do  to 
the  contrary,  perfift  in  looking  upon  us  as  the  enemies 
of  their  property :  their  hearts  are  incefTantly  open  to 
the  hopes  of  a  favourable  change. 

The  Mameloucs  are  difperfed,  hut  not  deftroyed. 
Mourad  Bey  is  ftill  in  Upper  Egypt  with  a  body  of  men 
fufficiently  numerous  to  find  conftant  employment  for 
a  confiderable  part  of  our  forces.  If  we  fhould  quit 
him  for  an  indant,  his  little  army  would  increafe  with 
inconceivable  rapidity,  and  he  would  defcend  the  Nile 
and  harafs  us  at  the  gates  of  this  capital,  where,  in 
fpite  of  the  mod  vigilant  attention ,  they  have  con- 
ftantly  found  means,  to  this  very  hour,  to  procure  him 
fuppUes  pf  arms  ^ixd  money. 

Ibrahim  Bey  is  at  Gaza  with  about  two  thoufand 
Mameloucs;  and  I  am  informed  that  thirty  thoufand 
G^ 
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men,  part  of  the  irmy  of  the  Grind  Vizier  and  Dgexsir 
Pa(ha»  are  alfo  arrived  at  the  fame  place.  The  Grand 
Vizier  left  Damafcus  about  three  weeks  ago  ;  he  is  at 
prefent  encamped  near  Acre :  finally^  the  Englilh  are 
mafters  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Such,  Citizen  Direflors,  is  the  fitualion  in  which 
General  Bonaparte  has  left  me  to  fiiftain  the  enormous 
burden  of  commanding  the  army  of  the  Eaft!     Hb 

SAW     THE     FATAL    CRISIS   AFPROACHINO*:    yOUr 

orders  have  not  permiited  him  to  furmount  it.  That 
fuch  a  crlfis  exifts,  his  letters,  his  inftruflions,  his 
negotiation  lately  fet  on  foot,  all  contribute  to  evince  j 
it  is  of  public  notoriety,  and  our  enemies  appear  to  me 
no  lefs  perfedlly  informed  of  it  than  ourfclves. 

*<  If  this  year,*  fays  General  Bonaparte^  "  in 
fpite  of  all  my  precautions,  the  plague  fliould  break 
mit  in  Egypt)  and  carry  off  more  than  fifteen  hundred 
nen^  &Ct  I  then  think  that  you  ought  not  to  Ttntmre 

•  Here  is  the  key  to  Bonaparte's  flight.  With  refpcft  to  riie 
•niirs  iUebcr  mentions,  he  muft  either  fpeak  ironically,  or, 
wfaicb  is  mone  probable,  mean  to  convey  an  idea  that  the  infinu- 
ation  couched  under  the  word  Miffame  in  Bonaparte's  letter, 
was  falfe,  and  juAified  by  no  authority  from  home;  he  puts 
Bonaparte  and  the  Directory  at  iflbe  upon  the  point ;  and  as  it 
xnuft  be  manifeft  who  is  really  culpable,  it  is,  perhaps,  for* 
tufiait  for  the  former  that  fan  pittftat  utopotion  fets  him  above 
tl|e  immediate  dread  of  the  fuiUoiiae,  for  an  afl  of  e<)uat 
treachery  and  dilbbedicnce. 
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vtfwi  another  campaign,  and  that  you  are  fuSiciently 
juftified  in  ccmcluding  a  peace  with  the  Otton>an  Porte, 
even  though  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  ihould  be  the 
leading  article,  &c.*^ 

I  have  pointed  out  this  paflage  to  you.  Citizen 
Directors,  becaufe  it  is  cbaradieriAic  in  more  than 
one  point  .of  view*;  and,  above  all,  becaufe  it  clearly 
(hows  you  the  real  fkuation  in  which  I  am  placed.  Of 
what  confequence  are  fifteen  hundred  men,  more  or 
lefs,  in  the  immenfe  fpace  of  country  which  I  have  to 
defend,  and  againft  an  eternal  repetition  of  attacks  ? 

Th^  General  further  fays,  <<  Alexandria  and  £1 
Arifch  are  the  two  keys  of  Egypt  t."    El  Arifch  is 

•  The  general  opinion  of  tlie  good  fenfe  and  hunianity  of 
Kleber  would  be  ill  juftified,  if  he  had  omitted  to  fet  a  mark  of 
reprobation  upon  the  paflage  he  has  quoted:  it  is,  indeed, 
charafleriAic  of  Bonaparte  1  It  is  marked  with  his  ufual  con- 
tempt of  human  fuflferiogs,  with  his  lavifh  expenditure  of  blood, 
and  with  his  wanton  facnfice  of  his  followers  to  proje^s  at ' 
once  ufefefs  and  unattainable  I 

It  is  permitted  to  hope,  however,  that  the  more  ferious  viewf 
of  Kleber  will  induce  him  fo  clofe  the  difaftrous  fcene,  though 
0  frw  Ufs  than  fifteen  hundreti  men  Ihould  be  ^  vi£Hms  of  the 
next  peftilence. 

t  The  ftatement  which  fbltows  of  the  real  ftrength  and  im- 
fortaface  of  £1  Ariich,  and  which  differs  fe  materially  Uwm 
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a  paltry  fort,  four  days  journey  in  the  Dcfert ;  the  pro- 
digious difficuhy  t)f  viftualling  it,  will  not  allow  of  its 
being  garrifoned  by  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  Six  hundred  Mameloucs  and  Arabs  imght^. 
whenever  they  pleafcd,  cut  off  all  communication  with 
Catiez  ;  and  as,  when  Bonaparte  left  us,  this  garrifon 
had  but  a  fortnight's  proviflon  in  advance^  juft  that 
fpace  of  time,  and  no  more,  would  be  fufficient  to 
compel  it  to  capitulate  without  firing  a  fliot!  The 
Arabs  alone  were  capable  of  furnifhing  regular  con- 
voys of  provifions  through  thefe  burning  deferts:  but 
they  have  been  fo  often  over*reached  and  defrauded,, 
that,  far  from  offering  us  their  fervices,  they  now 
keep  aloof  and  conceal  themfelves ;  befides,  the  arrival 
of  the  Grand  Vizier,  who  in6ames  their  fanaticifoi 
and  overwhelms  them  with  prefents,  will  equally  tend 
to  incline  them  to  defert  us*« 

that  of  Bonaparte's,  is  corroborated  by  a  general  officer  in  a 
letter  which  will  be  found  (No.  XIII. )• 

There  is  no  doubt  of  its  accuracy,  and  it  bears  hard  either 
on  the  veracity  or  the  military  (kill  of  Bonaparte.  The  latter 
(of  the  former  there  are  no  doubts)  has  long  been  fomewhat 
problematical ;  and  the  attentive  readers  of  this  correfpondence 
will  probably  be  inclined  to  think  not  much  more  highly  of  it 
than  Kleber  appears  to  do,  or  the  very  judicious  officer,  t« 
whofe  flri£lures  we  allude. 

-*  There  are  two  roads  from  Syria  to  Egypt ;  fo  that  it  is  by 
no  mean^  nectary  to  pafs  by  £1  Arifch.  Both  thefe  roads 
fumifli  water;  one  of  them  has  juft  been  difcovcrcd.— /Ttftf  tf 
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'  Alexat^ria  is  by  no  means  a  fortrefs ;  it  is  a  large 
intrenched  camp.  It  was>  indeed,  tolerably  well  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  heavy  artillery  |  but  fince  we 
loft  it  in  the  difaftrous  invaiion  of  Syria,  and  (ince 
General  Bonaparte  has  taken  all  the  cannon  belonging 
to  the  fbipping,  to'complete  the  equipment  of  the  two 
frigates  with  which  he  failed  for  France,  this  camp 
can  make,  in  fad,  but  a  feeble  refiftance^. 

General  Bonaparte  deceived  himfelf  with  regard  to 
the  confequences  which  he  expeded  from  his  vidory 
at  Aboukir.     He  cut  to  pieces  t,  it  is  true,  near  nine 

*  This  circumdance  is  «ot  lefs  charaderillic  than  the  ooc  fo 
properly  pointed  out  by  Klebcr  a  few  pages  above ;  to  provide 
for  his  own  perfonal  fafety  at  the  expenfe  of  that  of  the  whole 
**  Army  of  the  Eafl,*'  is  only  a  part  of  that  narrow  and  felfifli  fyf- 
tem  on  which  he  has  always  a^led.  But  does  any  thing  in  it 
rcliih  of  the  great  general }  Or  can  his  mod  «nthunaftic  admiren 
fee  any  thing  that  did  fo  in  his  unfumiHiing  the  only  defenAble 
place  in  his  polfeflton  (of  the  importance  of  which  he  takes  care 
to  remind  Kleber),  for  the  fake  of  a  wild  and  defultory  expe- 
dition, he  knew  not  where,  at  the  Hazard  of  leaving  it  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  firft  enemy  that  might  be  apprized  of  its  unprote6led 
condition  ? 

It  is  fcaicely  pofTible,  on  reading  thefe  and  (imilar  paCTages, 
not  to  call  to  mind  the  fenfible  exclamation  of  Lacu6e  ;  "Oh  I 
how  many  falfe  reputations  were  acquired  in  Italy  I  and  .how 
many  pedeibis  will  now  reft  without  ftatues!"  Intercepted 
CorreJ^Mileficef  Part  IL  p.  123* 

t  Ditruit,  This  does  not  mean  abfolutely  cut  to  pieces,  but 
deftroycd  as  a  body ;  and  indeed  it  appears  from  Bonaparte's 
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thoufand  Turks  who  had  landed  there :  tmt  whit  im 
fuch  a  lofs  as  this  to  a  great  nation,  from  whom  w« 
hw;e  violently  torn  the  faireft  portion  of  its  empire^, 
and  whom  religion,  honour,  and  intereil,  equally 
ftimulate  to  avenge  its  injuries,  and  to  re-conquer  what 
it  has  been  thus,  deprived  of?  As  a  prrof  of  what  I 
CsLjj  this  vidory  has  not  retarded  for  a  fingle  isfiant, 
cither  the  preparations  or  the  march  of  the  Gnuid 
Vizier. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  what  can^  and  what  ought  I 
to  do?  I  thinlc,  Citizen  Diredors,  that  I  fliouU 
continue  the  negotiations  entered  upon  by  Bonaparte  y 
though  the  refult  (hould  be  merely  the  gaining  a  little 
time,  I  (hould  even  then  have  fufircient  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  with  it.    I  have  enclofed  you  the  letter  •  which, 

difpatchet  to  the  Dire^ry,  that  more  than  two  thoufand  W 
thofe  who  had  difembarked  were  prifoners.  From  this  Gene- 
ral't  wdl-knowm  talents  for  exaggeration,  a  reafonab^e  hope 
might  be  entertained  that  when  he  lizted  the  lofs  of  the  Turka 
at  eighteen  thouTand  men,  be  had  merely  piit  down  a  cipher  too 
snaoy ;  this  hope  is  now  done  away  by  the  unfufpeAed  evidence 
of  Kleber,  which  unfortunately  reduces  Bonaparte's  nimiber  onlj' 
Qne  half.  The  reft  of  Klcbcr's  information  is  of  the  moft  import- 
ant and  confobtory  nature.  The  army  of  whidi  Bonaparte  ard 
Berthier  reprefcnt  the  wh«le  to  have  been  deftroyed,  was  merely 
a  detachment,  it  appears,  from  a  much  greater  force ;  which, 
without  any  renfiUe  diminution  of  its  numbers  or  refolntion, 
was  ilill  hovering  near  the  place  of  a6tion,  and  abrmiag  the 
{"rcnch  for  the  fafcty  of  Brulgs  and  Damiettat 

•  Sec  No.  XVI, 
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\n  coakqoiact'  of  x)m  detsnninaudn^-i  vidiriothe 
QmnA  Vifekr ;  &ndiag  hUn^  «t  ike  famt  tloiri «  4i|pU'*  • 
one  o£  Um  ftMB  fiomipAiAe  *• 

If  this  mlnifter  meets  my  advances^  I  (hall  propofe 
to  him  the  nrMtatioa  ct  £gypt  on  tbe  foUowlng  (U|!i^ 
dWotitt: 

<<  Tlie  Gnmd  Sipibr  (haU  appoint  a  Pafha),  4i9  W ^ 
fore.>V 

"The  Beya  ihall  gi^  tip  to  him  the  Miri,  which 
the  Porte  has  had  always  dejure,  and  never  defoBfm'^ ' 

*<  Commerce  9kM  be  roctprocdiy  open  between 
Egypt  and  Syria*'* 

«  See  Mo.  XIV* 

t  Of  thefe  conditions^  the  fird  is  unneteflsiryy  the  fetond 
linpra£licabley  the  third  nugatory,  and  the  fourth  inadmillible* 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  Kleber  txpefbed  nothing  fhna 
thB4A ;  tliey  are  mertly  projeded  in  obedience  to  the  commaiuil 
of  BeaapartCft  to  nkom  this  excellent  officer  pays  the  £%xnt 
deCtrenoe  as  if  he  were  dill  at  the  head  of  the  army.  Indeed 
the  whole  of  his  condudl,  as  it  appears  in  this  welUwritten 
letter,  is  admirable  in  the  highefl  degree ;  he  feels  that  he  it 
betrayed,  yet  not  a  murmur  efcapes  him  on  his  own  account }  and 
Aeegfa  he  holds  it  a  part  of  his  duty  to  expofe  the  weaknefs  of 
Vhidi  BoMfaste  citlier  was^  or  affeaed  to  be  ignorant,  he  dettr* 
nunes  to  haxard  more,  perhaps,  than  his  own  better  judgment 
approved,  to  carry  his  inftru^ions  into  execution  witb  the 
Imalleft  deviation  poiCble* 

Pa&t  lit.  H 
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«<  The  Fftndt  dull  continue  in  the  oeuntry,  occupy 
the  ftrong  holds  and  the  forts,  and  coUeA  all  the  duties 
and  cuftomsy  till  the  French  gotenunent  ihall  have 
nude  peace  with  England/* 

If  thefe  fummary  pfeltnunaries  are  accepted,  I  (hall 
think  I  have  rendered  my  country  a  greater  fervice  than 
if  I  had  obtained  the  moft  brilliant  vidory*  But  I 
fear  they  will  not.be  attended  to :  if  the  haughtinefs  of 
the  Turks  oppofes  no  obftacle,  I  ihall  ftill  have  to 
combat  the  influence  of  Englifli  gold.  Happen  what 
may,  I  will,  endeavour  to  dired  mylclf  by  circtun* 
ftances^ 

I  know  all  the  importance  of  the  poflcflion  of  Egypt; 
I  ufed  to  fay  in  Europe,  that  this  country  was  for 
France  the  point  of  fixture,  by  means  of  which  (he 
might  move  at  will  the  commercial  fjrftem  of  every 
quarter  of  the  globe;  but  to  do  this  effedually,  a 
powerful  lever  is  required,  and  that  lever  is  a  navy. 
Ours  has  existed  !  Since  that  period,  every  thing 
has  changed  ;  and  peace  with  the  Porte  is,  in  my  opi- 
l)ion,  the  only  expedient  that  holds  out  to  us  a  method 
of  fairly  getting  rid  of  an  enterprife  no  longer  capable 
of  attaining  the  obje£t  for  which  it  was  undertaken. 

I  (hall  not  enter.  Citizen  Direfiors,  into  the  details 
of  all  the  diplomatic  combinations  which  the  prefent 
Hate  of  Europe  might  furnifli :  this  is  not  my  province. 
In  the  foriorn  fituation  in  which  I  ftand,  and  fo  far  re- 
moved from  the  centre  of  zStion,  I  caa  fc^rce  give  a 
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thought  fo  ftny  thing  but  the  fafety  and  hdnoinr  of  the 
«rmy  which  1  command :  happy  if,  in  the  midft  of  my 
difbeflesy  I  ihould  ha^ve  the  good  fortune  to  meet  your 
wiflies ;  at  a  lefs  diftance  from  you  I  flioidd  place  m& 
my  gloiy  in  obedience* 

I  have  annexed  to  this  an  exad  eftimate  of  the  more 
material  articles  of  which  we  ftand  in  need  for  the 
fervice  ot  the  artillery*;  and  alfo  a  fummary  recapi** 
tulation  of  the  debt  contraScd  and  left  unpaid  by  Got 
pcral  Bonaparte  t.  ' 

H^lth  and  refpeS, 

^  Kleber^ 


P.  S.  At  this  inftant,  Citizen  DIreftors,  juft  as  I 
am  making  up  my  difpatches,  I  learn  that  fourteen  or 
fifteen  Turkifli  vellels  are  at  anchor  before  Damietta, 
where  they  are  waiting  for  the  fleet  of  the  Captain 
Palha,  now  at  Joppa,  and  having  on  board,  as  I  am 
told,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thoufand  land  forces ; 
befides  thefe,  there  are  ftill  fifteen  thoufand  men  at 
Gaza,  and  the  Grand  Vizier  is  marching  from  Damaf- 
Ciis,  A  few  days  fince,  'he  fent  us  back  a  foldier  of 
the  25th  demi-brigade,  who  had  been  mad^  prifoper 

*•  See  No.  Vly 
t  See  No,  TIJ, 

Hz 
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Ib  th»  nrighboia^oodcf  D  Arilch  |  Bfmrhmim^tbtmei 
kim  all  his  canp,  he  defif!p4  Urn  to  aoymot  kb  cioinnidflft 
with  what  he  hmi  feeiit  aad  <o  tell  tbeit  tednoaHder  to 
tmoibk.  This  feeott  to  anaaoaoe  cither  the  eooSikiioe 
which  the  Grand  Vizier  has  ia  liis  Carces,  or  a  widi 
to  enter  upon  an  accommodation.  With  refped  to 
aay&lf,  it  will  be  ^kfeimttlf  i^f^ibU  for  me  to  ^ 
togetfer  more  tJiao  6f e  tbauCuki  men  caf^ahk  of  takiog^ 
Ae  fiekd  agauiA  Itm  s  siOtwitMlaildU^  thil>  I  will  try 
mjr  faftUae«  if  I  ite  not  fticccediitt  giiftiag  ttoie  bf  fliy 
negotiations.  Dgezzar  has  withdraw^  hii  feieat  frwi 
Gaza,  and  inarch^  them  b^):  tp  Aae« 


1/  ..i : 
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No..  V. 

Au  ^artier^Glniral  du  Caiftf 
le  14  FruStidar^  an  7. 

Klbber,  Ginirdm  Chtf^  a  MrmJP'e* 

JlJes  motifs  imperieux  ont  determine  le  General  en 
Chef  Bonaparte  a  paiTer  en  France* 

Les  dangers  que  prefente  une  navigatton  entreprife 
dans  une  faifon  peu  favorable  fur  une  mer  etroite  et 
couverte  d'ennemis,  n'ont  pu  Tarreter:  il  s'agiflbit  do 
votre  biep-ctre* 

Soldats ;  un  puiflant  fecours  va  vous  arriver,  ou  bien 
une  paix  glorieufe ;  une  paix  digne  de  vous  et  de  vos 
travaux  va  vous  ramener  dans  votre  patrie. 

En  recevant  le  fardeau  dont  Bonaparte  etoit  charge^ 
j'en  ai  femi  rimportance,  et  tout  ce  qu*il  avoit  de  pe- 
nible;  mats  appreciant  d'un  autre  cote  votre  valeury 
tant  de  fois  couronnee  par  les  plus  brillans  fucces ; 
appreciant  votre  conftante  patience  a  braver  tous  les 
maux,  a  fupporter  toutes  les  privations;  appr£cianty 
enfin^  tout  ce  qu'avec  de  tels  foldats  Ton  pcut  fai^e  oq 
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cntreprendre,^  je  n*ai  plus  confulte  que  Tavamtaga 
d'etre  a  votre  tete,  que  Thonneur  de  vous  commandex, 
«t  oies  forces  fe  font  accrues* 

Soldats;    n*en    doutez    pas;     vos  prejfans   iefoim 
feront  fans  cefTe  Tobjet  de  ma  plus  vive  folUcitude. 

(Signe)  Kleber. 

Par  ordre  du  General  en  Chef.     Le  General  dc 
Pivifion,  Chef  de  TEtat  Major  General, 

(Signe)  Damasv 

IPonr  copie  conforme, 
(Sign6)    Dumas, 

I'Adjudant  General. 

Pour  copie^ 

Le  Koy* 
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TRANSLATION. 
Head^uart^s^  Cairo j  Auguft  ^i^  1799- 
Klbber,  Cgmmandeir  in  Chiefs  to  the  ArmY* 
Soldiers  ! 

JVloTiVES  of  the  moft  imperious  nature  have  de- 
termined the  Commander  in  Chief,  Bonaparte,  ta 
return  to  France. 

The  dangers  incident  to  a  vopge  undertaken  in  tto 
very  favourable  part  of  the  year  *,  on  a  narrow  ie% 
cowettA  with  the  enemies*  fleets,  were  too  feeble,  to 
arreft  him.     Your  h^ppinefs  was  at  (lake ! 

Soldiers !  a  powerful  reinforcement,  or  a  glorious 
peace,  is  at  hand :  a  peace  worthy  of  you  and  of  your 
achievements,  is  on  the  point  of  redoring  you  to  your 
country. 

^  The  2ad  of  Auguft  may  feem  to  thofe  unacquainted  with 
Ihe  Mediterranean,  no  very  unfavourable  fe afon  for  putting  t% 
lea ;  but  the  north-weft  winds,  which  alinofl  cooffantly  pKyail 
there  about  this  period,  make  the  voyajye  to  France  extremely 
tedious,  and  fully  juftify  Kleber's  obfervation.  For  the  reft^ 
this  Addriss,  delivered  while  that  General  was  yet  (inartiog 
from  the  recent  perfidy  of  Bonaparte,  may  be  recommended  to 
the  reader  as  a  model: of  generofity,  manllnefs,  and  true  military 
honour. 
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In  taking  upon  myfelf  the  charge  with  which  Bona* 
parte  was  intruded^  I  was  neither  unaware  of  its  im^ 
portance,  nor  of  the  toil  and  danger  aUending  it;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  when  I  conftdcred  your  gallantry, 
fo  often  crowned  with  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs ;  your 
unwearied  patience  in  braving  every  calamity^  and 
fupporting  every  privation;  when  I  confidered,  in 
Ihorty  all  that  might  be  done  or  attempted  with  fuch 
foldiersy  I  loft  fight  of  every  thing  but  the  advantage 
of  being  at  your  head;  and  the  honour  of  conunaadiog 
you ;  and  I  felt  myfelf  infpired  with  now  vigour. 

Soldiers !  rely  upon  what  I  fay ;  your  urgent  wants 
ihall  be  the  never-ceaGng  obje&  of  my  moft  cameft 
foiicitude* 

(Signed)  K<.ebbr. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  General 
•f  Divifion,  and  Chief  of  the  Staff; 

(Signed)  Dahau 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)    Dumas, 

Adjutant  General. 

A  true  copy. 
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No.  VI, 


Artnic  ff  Orients 


Sefublique  Fran^aife* 


AppERfU  des  Sommes  d^es  au  6  Fru^idovy  an  7,  Epoquei 
laqttelle  le  General  Klebek  a  pris  le  CommandemerU 
dc  VArmie. 


Defignation  des  Services. 

boLDE  de  Tarmec,  - 

Poui    Textraordinaire^ 
DifFerence  de  folde  de  la  loi  du 

2  Thermidor,  an  2,  a  celle  da  23 

Floreal,  an  5,  due  a  une  partie 

de  rarmec, 
ArtiUerie, 
Genie, 
Par  approKimationy  marine,  mir 

litaire  et  marchande, 
Subfiftances  militaires, 
Habillement, 
Hopitaux  militairesy 
Tranfports  militaires,  ?• 

Ppftes  militairesy 
Au  Chef  de  TAteUier  des  fclles, 
;  PARrllL  I 


Sommes  dues. 

4,015,000    O    O 
576,000    O    O 


802,332    6    a 
91,214.    o    o 


3,962,124    o  6 

i>>983973  ?o  o 

144,381  10  10 

3iJ>3t77  15  4 

177,098    4  o 

S>43*  »a  ^ 

i2>6oi    o  o 
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Au  Chef  de  ratellier  des  bottes^  6,000    o    o 

Aux  Fourniileurs  de  Suez^  79O14    6    o 

A  differcns    particuliers  Fran- 

9ois,  Turcs,  et  Grccs,  qui  ont 

fait  des   fournitures,    foit  a 

Alexandric  ou  autres  places,  4X>9So     7     o 

Au  Citoycn  Rofetty  pour  four- 

nitures  faites  a  rarroee  lors 

de  fon  paflage  a  Rhamanie,  39222  i2     8 

Total  general,      jC''^>3^5>^S^  ^^  ^ 


OBSERVATIONS. 

La  dcpcnfe  cxcede  la  recette  de  1 1,3][ 5,252  :  lO  :  z 
depuis  Yotre  depart  de  France;  la  dette  ne  peut  done 
qu'augraentcr.  En  arrivant  en  Egypte  il  a  6tc  fraj[)pe 
de  r^quifitions  dans  toutes  les  places,  pour  fubvenir 
aux  befoins  de  Taraiee  en  fubfiftances*  Cet  objetaU 
pas  etc  paye. 

II  a  ete  lev^  des  contributions  extraordinaires  fur 
ks  marchands,  negociants,  &c. 

L'on  s'eft  cmpare  en  arrivant  des  biens  des  Mame- 
loucks,  de  leurs  cffets ;  Uurs  femmes  ont  paye  une 
impofition  extraordinaire. 

Le  revenu  de  Tan  7  a  ete  plus  confiderable  que  ne 
fera  celui  de  I'an  8.  L'innondation  a  ete  mauvaife 
cettc  annee,  ct  beaucoup  de  villages  n'ont  pas  eu 
i'eau.         ^ 
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L'on  n'a  pas  compris  dans  la  dette  ce  qui  eft  du  aux 
provinces^  pour  les  objets  fournis  en  nature  pour  le 
paflage  des  troupes. 


II  fera  hdle  de  voir  par  ces  obfervations,  qu'auffi 
longtemps  que  I'armee  en  Egypte  fera  adive,  que  le 
commerce  avec  rextcrfeur  n'aura  pas  reprts,  Ton  ne 
pourra  jamais  parvcnir  a  etablir  la  recette  egale  a  la 
depenfe  :  les  finances  ne  pourront  done  etre  dans  un 
^tat  fatisfaifant  avaut  la  paix* 

Certifi^  conforme  par  moi,  Commiflaire  Ordon* 
nateur  en  Chef  de  I'Armee  aux  ^tats  particu- 
liers  q^tti  m'ont  et6  remis. 

Au  Caire  le  16  Vend^miairey  an  8  de  la 
Ripubltque  Fran^aife* 

Vu  le  Giniral  en  Chef, 
(Signe)  Klebei. 
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TRANSLATION. 

• 

Army  of  the  Eaft. 

French  Repullie. 

Estimate  of  the  different  Sums  due  on  the  i^ji  of  Aw- 

guft  1799,  the  Period  at  which  General  KLEBEIt 

took  upon  himfelf  the  Command  of  the  Army* 

Stunt  diie. 

X  AY  of  the  army 

4,015,000     0 

0 

Extraordinaries 

576,000     0 

0 

Difference  of  pay,  between  the 

law  of  the  ad  Thermidor,    in 

the  year  2>  and  that  of  the  23d 

Floreal,  in  the  year  5,  due  to 

part  of  the  army 

802,332    6 

2 

Artillery            - 

91,214     0 

0 

Engineers 

Marine,   military,  and  merchant 

fervice,  by  a  rough  calculation 

3,962,124     0 

6 

Military  iiibfiftence 

1,198,973  10 

0 

Clothing            -             -             - 

144,381  ro 

10 

Military  hofpitals 

311,277  15 

4 

Military  convoys 

177,098    4 

0 

Military  pofts 

SAZ^  l^ 

2 

To  the  Infpedor  of  the  faddle 

, 

manufactory 

4 

12,601    0 

0 
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To  the  Ihfpcaor  of  the  boot  ma- 

nij£adory 

6,coo 

0  0 

To  the  Commiflaries  a.t  Suez      - 

7,014 

6    0 

To  certain  French,  Turks,  and 

Greeks,    who    have    furnifhed 

provifions  at  Alexandria,  and 

. 

el  fc  where       -             -             - 

41,980 

7    0 

To    Citizen   Rofctty   for   provi- 

fions for  the  army,  when  on  its 

' 

•  march  tio  Rhamanie 

•  3.222 

112     8 

Total        11,315,252  10    2 


OBStlL  VAT  IONS.    .    - 

Since  the  array  quitted  France,  the  expenditure  has 
exceeded  the  receipts  by  11,315,252  Itvres,  10  fous, 
2  deniers — thi§  debt^then,  muft  inevitably  continue 
increafing.  At  our  firtt  arrival  here,  requifitions  were 
made  in  all  the  town$^  for  the  immediate  fubfidencc 
•f  the  troops.    Thelb  have  never  been  paid  for. 

Extraordinary  contributions  were  levied  upon  the 
merchants,  tradefmen,  &c. 

The  cfFcfis  of  the  Mameloucks  were  alfo  feizcd  on 
our  arrival :  their  wives  have  been  made  to  pay  an  ex- 
traordinary impofition. 

The  receipts  of  the  laft  year  were  greater  than  thofe 
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of  the  prefent  can  poffibly  be.    The  inundation  has 
iailcd>  and  many  villages  have  been  deprived  of  water* 

The  debt  above  ftated^  does  not  include  what  is  du6 
to  the  provinces  for  the  fupplies  in  kind,  with  which 
the  troops  were  furnilbed  during  their  march. 

It  is  evident  from  thefe  obfervations^  that^  as  long 
as  the  army  of  Egypt  is  engaged  in  hoftilities,  there 
can  be  no  foreign  trade ;  nor  can  the  receipts  be  pof- 
fibly made  to  anfwer  the  expenfes.  It  is  peace  alone 
which  can  place  the  receipts  #n  a  latisfadory  footing. 

Certified  by  me^ 

£•  Pouss»i^uE^  Commiinuy-g^era])  kc 
to  be  conformable,  to  the  refpediv^  lifts 
delivered  to  me  at  Cairo^  OA.  j,  i799r 

Examined  by  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

(Signed)  KiEUR* 
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^Uxandrie,  U  10  Fendemiaire^  an  8. 

L'Ordonnateur  de  la  Marine^  en  Egypte^  au  Minijln 
de  la  Marine  et  des  Colonies. 

Gtoyen  Mimfire^ 

J  £  d^fire  ardcmmcnt  que  I'arrivee  des  quatre  bati- 
mens  aux  ordres  du  Contr'-amiral  Ganteaume,  vous 
ait  mis  a  meme  de  ref  evoir  \t  peu  de  mots,  qu'il  m'ait 
cte  poinjble  de  leur  remettre,  par  duplicata>  le  5  Fruc- 
tidor  dernier,  epoque  de  leur  depart. 

Voici  a  tout  evenement  la  lifte  de  ces  bitimens. 


1        Artillcric.       i                       \ 

Batimens. 

Battcrie 

GaiUaids. 

Lc  Muiron 

"FregatcsV^niticnrtes  ' 
clou^  et  chevillies 
en  fer,  doubl^es  en 
cuivre,  la  premiere  le    ^ 
3  Bnimaire,  la  fe- 

28dei8 

lade  6 

Ganteaume, 
Contr'-axfiiral. 
Delarue,Capi- 
taine  de  \\i» 
gate. 

LcCarrirc  - 

conde  le  sfdudit; 
tan;       •       .         J 

3;8dci2 

lodesi 

PumaAoir  le 
Pellcy,  Chef 
d^  Ptnfion. 

L'lnd^ndant 

AtUo      . 

4dc  6 

Gaftaud,E.N. 

U  Revanche 

Idem      . 

4  ^,.3 

[Picard,  E.  E. 

K« 
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C'eft  a  bord  de  la  frigate  le  Muiron,  que  s'eft  em* 
barque  le  General  Bonaparte.  Les  proclamations, 
dontj 'annexe  ici  les  copies,  ont  fait  connoitrea  T^rmee 
fon  depart,  et  fon  remplacement  par  le  General 
Kleber* 

J'aurois  voulu  joindre  ici  one  lifte  ex;^de  des  paf- 
lagers  embarqu^  a  bord  de  eea  quatse  batimens;  nuus 
le  fecret  du  depart  a  empecb£  de  les  porter  fur  le  role 
du  bureau  des  armemens,  et  c*ell  en  vain  que  je  me 
ftiis  adre0e.  a  I'etat  major-general  a£lueK  Voici  la 
feule  lifie  que  le  Chef  du  Burean  des  Armemens  ait  pu 
me  procurer,  et  une  lifte  pr6fumee. 

h^  General  Bonaparte,  le  Contr'-aoural  Oack^eaume 
vQus  9urom  mieux  inftruit  quo  je  ne  povrrois  le  faire 
de  noire  fituation  intgrieure*  Je  me  contente  dc  vous 
ha^arder  des  fomrnaires  particuliers  an  port  d'AIex- 
andrie. 

Privcs  a  peu  pres  de  tOMte  correfppndance  depuis 
notre  arriv€e  en  Egypte,  nous  avons  des  preuves  evi* 
dentes  de  V^Sdviti  que  mettent  lesennemis  aintercep- 
ter  les  communications.  II  conviendroit,  je  penfe, 
de  profiter  d*un  batiment  de  choix  poor  fnre  pafler 
vn  chi^e  qui  mit  i^  m&mt  de  vovs  leiidre  des  comptes 

« 
Dep&is  le  depart  du  General  Bonaparte,  les  vigies 
d'AleiiaiHlrie  ii'pnt  fignal6  que  trois  batimens  eloijpes. 
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€t  uB  bateau  Tpvp^cmiii  porteur  d^  paquets:  il  auroit 
pu  ^ti^  intefcept^,  ft  nput  ^vkn^  eu  ici  qudqijcs  boti* 
m^n$  I%f  rsy  doi^los  en  cuivic*  II  n'eft  pgs  de  mon 
TtS^n  de  voHft  forUt  ^fotcct  wHtaire^  loariiiiim ; 
fful  mpye«  de  eoRfoUder  lea  Akh;^  de  I'arm^e  de  tetre; 
iMis  je  dols  av4>ur  Tliooaeitf  de  WH$  obferver  quej, 
dime  k$  Q^oaients  cm  ii  n'y  a  pa«  de  blocii$>  dea  batU 
mens  de  ic(  ^  |6  canooe^  denible^  e<ii  cuiifre>  poux* 
r^ent  ex^cutei  4e«  expe&iMU  ui 9-aiik«  a  cctti»  co^ 
)e«te. 

.  Void  cepie  d^D  raippeet  do  Gitkhal  en  Chef  au 
Dhe^iie*  On  paile  coftfufenenl  dW  rafembie^ 
nent  eo  Sjrie  de  troupea  aux  ordiret  dureA&  di|  Graiwi 
Vifir^.  compeieest  i.  de  ceHea  qu'tl  a  ameneef ;  a» 
de  cellea  de  Dfeezar  Padia  d'Acie;  ^  eafin»  de  ce  fMi 
rede  de  Mamdouks  ii  Ibrahim  B^^  aitcien  Cbeick-t 
eUMIed. 

Qm\U  q«e  (xne,  Gitoytn  Mkuftrea  IHfl^e  des  op^ 
rations  miliuires^  il  me  paroit  de  la  derni&re  utgence . 
que  le  Diredoire  Exfemif  nornme  un  commiflaire, 
^ui,  muni  d'Hiftrudions^  ait  Tautorite  convenable  pour 
fuppleer  a  Tancienne  infpedion  de  Tambafladeur  pr^s 
la  Porte  Ottomane,  et  avife  aux  moyens,  foit  de  dimi'^ 
nuet  kft  plaies'  dM  coomerce  do  Levaot,  foit  d^  le 
faire  reoaitre  a  U  paix ;  Pinduftrie  et  la  AibfiAaace 
des  departemen^  meridionaux  commandent  cette  me«- 
fure.  Ces  utiles  fon£UonS|  Citoyei)  Miniftre,  ont 
befoin  d'etre  confiees  a  quelque  ancien  adminiftrateur 
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des  colonies,  habitu6  a  r6parcr  les  maux  qae  caufent 
in€vitablement  au  commerce  maritime,  les  invafions 
militaires  et  leurs  fuites.  U  fera  on  ne  peut  plus 
cflentiel  de  tracer  avec  rigueur  la  demarcation  des 
pouvoirs.  L'ardeur  guerrifere  connoit  peu  le  fyfteme 
des  contre-poids :  elle  facrifie  tout  aux  befoins  do 
moment;  elle  s'empare  et  des  officiers  fuperieurs  et  des 
officiers  fuWlternes.  lis  oublient  combien  le  refpeft 
des  lois,  et  ramour  de  Tordre  aflfurent  les  refultats  ;  ils 
fervent  leur  ambition  particuliere,  et  occafionnent,  fans 
le  vouloir,  des  defordres  irreparables.  J'ai  vu  un  offi- 
cier,  eflimable  d'ailleurs,  vouloir  commander  la  rade^ 
1m  armes  et  les  travaux.  Survenoit-il  nn  Contre-ami- 
ral,  les  pouvoirs  s'entre-choquoient,  les  defordres  fe 
multiplioient ;  Tinteret  particulier  etoit  le  feul  qiii>  fui* 
vant  avec  conffamce  fes  vites,  profitoit  d^  la  multipli- 
city ••*•♦*  <», 

•  *  •  des  clafles  dans  la  Mediterrannee,  le  f}eta- 
bliiTement  du  commerce  dans  cette  mer,  exigent  les 
mefures  les  plus  promptest  les  plus  vigoureofes  et  les 
plus  fsiges« 

Salut  et  refped. 

(Signc)  Lb  Roy, 


.  P.  S.  Depuis  ma  lettre  €crite,  j'ai  demands  quel- 
ques  renfeignemens  a  un  Capitaine  de  navire  qui  a 
frequente  les  echelles ;  je  les  avois  vainement  deman- 
d's au  commerce. 
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L#s  marchandifes  Fran9aires  fe  debitoient  en  Egypte 
par  echange  contre  le$  marchandifes  du  pais,  qui  fe 
compofoient  de  ft%  produAions^  de  celles  du  Yemen^ 
et  de  celles  de  Tintirieur  de  I'Afrique. 

,  Les  Beys  demandoient  aux  negocians  ce  dont  ils 
avoient  befoin,  mais  a  credit :  ils  payoieht  lorfque 
bon  leur  fembloit ;  de  forte  qu'il  rede  dians  toutes  les 
places  de  commerce  de  rEgypte,  des  dettes  confidg* 
rabies;  les  unes  provenant  d'echanges  qui  n'ont  pas  ete 
acqultt£s,  les  autres  de  dettes  ant6rieures* 

Dans  la  fituation  a£tuelle,  il  paroit  de  la  prudence 
et  de  la  juftice,  de  charger  un  agent  du  Gouvemement 
de  fe  faire  prefenter  les  livres  de  credit  des  diverfes 
n\aifon8  Franfaifes,  pour  connoitre  ce  qui  eft  d6  aa 
commerce*  entier;  puis  mettre  a  meme  le  GouVeme- 
ment  drprendre  les  mefures  jug6es  n6cdraires, 

•  A  r^gatd  des  autres  echelles  du  Levant,  la  paix 
feule  pourra  faciliter  an  commerce  les  moyens  de 
repeter  ce  qui  lui  eft  du.  L'objet  du  Gouvemement^ 
doit  etre  de  lui  preparer  les  moyens  de  protedion  ne- 
celTaires  pour  appuyer  fcs  reclamations. 

.       UK. 
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£tat  dcs  Paffagirs  fur  ks  Batimens  cl-aprhj  ^artts  b 
6  Fru^Uor^  an  7. 

s!ilvoir: 

Fr^aU  k  Carrha. 

LEON  Lc  Vavaflcur,  Dircacur  d'AitiUcriej  Fran- 
cois Jofeph  Allemand^  Capiuine  dc  Frcgate. 

Private  U  Muir9n. 

Jo&ph  Marie  Noaveaat  oiaitre  caUal,  cntrctcpp» 
^OYenam;  dn  vaifleau  UQxvcdx^  ajaat  Itc  employe 
depuif  k  Alezandrie* 

Akxandkie  <fe  1}  Ft irftidor^  r«a  JT  d#  la 
RepdbliqM* 

Sous«Commi2aire  de  Marine 

Pour  cople^ 

Le  Rot. 
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TRANSLATION. 


MARINE  OFFICE. 


Alixtindriay  O^ober  I,  1799* 
Le  Roy,  Commiffary  of  the  Marine  in  Egypt,  to  the 
Minijier  of  Marine  and  of  the  Coknies^ 

Citizen  AfiniJIer, 

1  MOST  anxiouflywifli'  that  the  f^fe  arrival  of  the 
four  vefTels  under  the  command  of  Rear-admiral 
Ganteaumc  may  have  put  you  in  pofleffion  of  the 
fhort  letter  which  I  had  juft  time  to  difpatch;  doplU 
cates  of  which  weit  put  on  board  them  on  the  Z2d  of 
Auguft,  the  day  of  their  departure. 

At  all  events,  hoWever,  I*  fend  you  a  lift  of  the 
uames,  &c.  of  thofe  vef&fe : 

LeMuiron,  of  28  guns,  18-pounders  on  the  main-deck* 
Ganteaume,  Rear-admiral ;  De  la  Roe,  Captain. 

Le  Girr^^,  of  28  guns,  1 2-pounders.    Dumanqir  le 
Pelley,  General  of  Divifion. 

(Both   thefe  frigates  are    Venetian  built;  bolted 
with  iron,  and  coppered,  here ;  the  fir(l  on  tl\e  24th 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ORIGINAL    LETTERS.  7J 

of  October,  and  the  fccond  the  15th  of  November 
laft.) 

Vindependantj    Advice-boat,  4    fix-pounders.     Gaf- 
taud»  Enfign. 

La  Rtvanchcy  Advice-boat,  4  three-pounders.  Picajrd, 
Enfign. 

General  Bonaparte  took  his  paflage  on  board  Lo 
Muiron.  The  Proclamations,  which  I  enclofe,  firft 
announced  to  the  army  his  departure,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  General  Kleber  in  his  dead. 

I  fiiould  have  been  happy  to  fend  you  a  corre£k 
lift  of  the  pafiengers  on  board  thefc  four  veflels ;  but 
the  fecrecy  of  their  departure  prevented  the  names 
from  being  entered  on  the  regifters  of  the  proper 
office ;  and  I  have  afked  in  vain  for  information  from 
the  officers  of  the  prefent  ftaff.  You  will  find  at 
the  conclufion  of  my  letter  the  only  lift  which  the 
firft  clerk  of  the  Navy  Office  was  able  to  procure  me; 
and  another  made  up  on  conje£ture» 

General  Bonaparte  and  Rear-admiral  Ganteaume 
will  have  given  you  better  information  than  I  can 
pretend  to  do  on  our  internal  fituation.  I  fhall 
merely  confine  myfclf  to  hazarding  a  few  brief  obfer* 
vations  on  the  port  of  Alexandria. 

Deprived  of  nearly  all  correfpondencc  with  France 
La 
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£nce  our  arrival  in  this  country,  we  have  tBe  uuA 
undoubted  proofs  of  the  fuccefsful  a£iivitj  of  the 
enemy  in  intercepting  our  communications.  It 
ftrikes  me  therefore,  that  it  wouM  be  exceedin^y 
proper  to  difpatch,  by  a  fwift-failing  velfel,  a  cipher 
that  would  at  once  enable  me  to  fend  you  nrore 
detailed  accounts. 

From  the  time  that  General  Bonaparte  left  us,  the 
mtm  on  the  look-out  have  difcovered  but  three  fliips 
in  the  offing ;  and  a  boat  which  was  fufpeded  tcf 
hare  dilpatcbes  #n  board.  We  might  eafily  have 
taken  it,  had  we  been  provided  with  a  few  light, 
copper-bottomed  veflelsi.  It  certainly  does  not  fall 
widftin  my  department  to  (ay  any  thing  refpeding  the 
naval  forces^  the  fole  means  of  giving  clkSt  to  the 
iuccefie&  of  the  land  army  ^  but  I  muft»  notwith« 
flanding",  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  hint  to  you>  that 
during  thofe  periods  when  the  blockade  is  acddentiUy 
raifed,  a  few  corvettes,  carrying  from  ix  to  16 
|;uns»  and  coppered,  might  be  fuccefsfully  employed 
•n  expeditions  of  the  utinoft  utility  to  the  colony. 

Here  Is  the  copy  of  a  report  made  to  the  Diredory 
hy  the  Commander  in  Chi^f ;  **  We  have  k  confefed  * 
account  of  an  army  colleAing  in  Syria,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  the  Grand  ViBer,  Compofec^ 
firft,  of  the  troops  which  4  lowed  him  from  Con(laB« 
tinople;  fcconc^'j,  of  thofe  of  Djezzar,  Pa(haw  of 
Acre,  tndj  thirdly,  of  the  remainder  of  the  Mamc- 
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.  loucsy   under  |btahiai>  ancient  Cheick-eUWcdi  ^t 
chief  of  the  Beys." 

^Vh»tcvc^,  Citizen  Minift^r,  may  be  the  ifluc  of 
oAt  militaxy  operations,  I  cannot  but  think  if  pf  cho' 
utmoft  moment  that  the  Executive  Diredory  ihould 
appoint  a  commiflaryi  with  the  requifite  powers,  to 
fupply  the  void  of  the  infpefilon,  formerly  confided  to 
the  ambafiTador  at  the  Ottoman  Porte*  They  ihould 
alfo  confult  on  the  means,  either  of  ditniiiifliitig  the 
lofles  of  tlie  Levant  trade;  or  rather  of  repfodacing , 
and  invigorating  it,  at  the  period  of  peaoe  a  the  employ- 
ment and  the  fubfiftence  of  the  fouthern  provinoss 
hnperioully  call  for  (bmething  of  this  kind* 

Thefe  ufeful  fun£lions.  Citizen  Minifter,  (hould  be 
confided  to  fome  former  manager  of  theib  eftabllih- 
ments;  one  habituated  to  repair  the  evils  which  a  war 
of  i.^'  .ion,  and  its  attendant  confequences,  inevitably 
bring  n  foreign  trade.  It  will  be  alfo  eflentially  necef- 
fary  to  define  with  rigorous  exadnefs  the  limits  of  au« 
thority  in  each  department.  Military  ardour  enters  littk 
into  the  fyftcm  of  a  countcrpoillng  power  2  it  facrifices 
every  thing  to  the  calls  of  the  moment;  it  feizes  the 
officers,  as  well  thofe  of  ftiperior  ranks  as  the  fubal^ 
terns.  Soldiers  forget  what  influence  a  refpeA  for  the 
laws  and  a  love  of  order  has  on  the  event  of  things : 
they  tiften  only  to  an  interefted  ambition,  and  occadon, 
without  intending  it,  diforders  of  the  moil  irreparable 
kind,     I  have  feen  myfelf,  an  officer,  in  other  refpeds 
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a  Taluable  chzrzSter,  infift  upon  commaftdiiig  tfke 
barbour,  the  troops^  and  the  workmen  !  Did  a  Rear- 
admiral  chance  to  drop  in  ;  their  authorities  inftantljr 
claflied :  confufion  fucceeded  to  confufion;  and  private 
interefly  which  alone  purfues  its  obje6l  with  (leadineis, 
took  advantage  of  thefe  multiplied  pretentions  *  ^ 

[Here  is  an  omifllion  in  the  original.] 
*♦*•••••  of  the  different  orders  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  trade  in  that 
fca,  call  for  the  nM>ft  prompt,  decifive,  and  judicious 
meafures* 

Health  and  refped. 

(Signed)  Le  Ror» 


P.  S.  Since  my  letter  was  finiflicd,  I  have  bad  an 
opportunity  of  procuring  fome  information  from  the 
captain  of  a  (Inp,  who  has  frequented  the  ports  of 
the  Levant.  The  merchants  have  conilantly  rejeded 
my  application. 

Our  merchandife  was  ufually  exchanged  in  Egypt 
for  the  merchandife  of  the  country,  which  confiiled  of 
the  produ£lions  of  Yemen,  and  thofe  of  the  interior 
of  Africa. 

The  Beys  took  from  the  traders  the  articles  of  which 
they  flood  in  need ;  but  always  on  credit.  They  paid 
for  them  at  their  leifure;  fo  that  there  are  confiderable 
debts  flill  out-Aanding  in  mod  of  the   commercial 
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l^ifl  f  Paffingiri  19  hoard  A0  under-mentioneiFiffdj^ 
wbiibfaHid  AuguJI  ib^^2^,  ^^799* 

On  hoard  Li  Otrrin^ 

L^n.  L^  Vavafleur,   Dirc^or  of   the  Artillery  ^ 
f  rancis  Jof(pph  All^mand^  Ca{)itaiQoftbcfri|^te« 

On  board  Li  Muirofu 

Jofeph  Marie  Nouveau,t  Ma(ler-caull:er»  from  tb« 
^^Oriptt^  and  fince  emplo;|red  at  Alexandria. 

AJc^^^uidriai  September  9^  1799^ 

(Signed)  Giraud» 

Vnd^i:«Comauflar^  of  Marine^ 

^truecopj. 
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Conjelfurat  Lift  of  Pajfengers  on  board  the  Ships  of  the 
Republic  J  under  the  Command  of  Rear' admiral  Gan^ 
teaume. 

Viz. 

Bonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief. 
Diiroc, 


>    Aid  de  Camps. 


La  Vallette, 

Beauhafnols^ 

Merlin, 

Fauvelet  Bouriknne,  Secretary. 

BcrAkr,  Genferal  of  Divifion. 

L'Huilier,  Aid  de  Camp. 

AndreofE,         ^ 

.|^        '  >     Generals  of  Brigade. 

Marmont,        J 
Montcfncy,  Aid  de  Camp. 
Beiflieres,  Chief  of  Brigade  of  Guides. 


Monge, 
Bertholet, 
Denon, 
Perceval, 


1     Members  of  the  National 
J  Inftitutc, 

Members  of  the  Egyptiao 
Inditute. 

L.  R. 


} 


Part  III. 


M 
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jfu  Kaire,  le  19  FamJemsir^i  am  S. 
dt  la  RfpuUi^ue  FranfMife^ 

E.  PoussuLOUE,  C$nj^r6liur  des  D^fes  de  FAr^mfe^ 
Adminijlratiur^g^niral  d^s  Finqntis  d^  FEffftej^  aux 
Commijfaires  dt  la  Trefor^ri^  Nafianfik. 

Gtoyens  CommiffatrtSj 

J  B  n^^urai  de  compte  a  voos  reiKire  que  quand  je  ferai 
^e  retour  en  France,  ou  quand  la  liberie  et  la  faret€ 
des  communicsttions  feront  retablies.  Ce  compte  fera 
court :  il  fe  troMvera  plus  ^taili^  dans  le  compte  de 
votrc  Payeur-^cncral. 

Je  me  borne  a  vous  afTurer  qu'oa  ne  peat  m^ttre 
plus  d'or^re  dans  la  comptabilite ;  plus  d'integrite  et 
d*exa£litude  dans  les  payemens ;  et  phis  d'obfervations 
des  regies  prefcrites  par  les  lois  et  par  vos  ini^ruc^ 
lions,  que  nc  I'a  fait  votrc  faycur-gencral. 
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^Igri  la  plus  fevere  Economic,  Farmfie  eft  extrS- 
Ikiismeiit  arirUrle :  il  eft  d&  plus  de  10  millions ;  et  nos 
reflbarces  dfrninuant  chaque  jour,  cet  arriere  s'accrottra. 
tt  vous  fera  ^riknti  fucceffivement  des  lettres  de 
change  qu'il  a  hWu  doDner  a  toutes  les  parties  pre* 
nanfts  a  qui  on  ne  pouvoit  donnef  du  numeraire.  Je 
vous  prie,  Citoyens  Commiftaires,  d*y  faire  honneur 
pour  conferver  a  TariD^e  ce  feul  credit  qui  lui  refle,  au- 
tant  que  pour  ^fve  juftes  envers  des  hommes  qui  font  ici 
U  facrifice  de  leur  iant£>  et  qui  fupportent  toutci  Ics 
tffikc$  de  privations  imaginables* 

Ss^ut  ct  refped* 

Pous^tELQUt^ 


Ma 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84'  COPIES  or 


'  TRANSLATION. 

tlBERTY.  EQUALITY* 

FRENCH    REPUBLIC. 

..      .^ 

Cairo,  OStober  10,  1799- 

E.  PpussiELGUB,  Comptroller  of  the  Expenfes  of  the 
Armyy  and  Adminijtrator'general  of  the  Finances  of 
Egfpty  to  the  CommiJJjioners  of  the  National  Treafury. 

Citizen  CommiJJionerSy 

1  SHALL  have  no  account'  to  lay  before  you  till  my 
return  to  France,  or  till  the  freedom  and  fafety  of  our 
communications  (hall  be  re-e(labliflied.  The  prefent 
account  will  be  concife :  it  will  be  found  more  de« 
tailed  in  that  of  your  Paymafter-general. 

I  confine  myfelf  to  afluring  you,  that  it  is  not  pof- 
lible  to  exhibit  better  order  in  this  department,  more 
integrity  and  accuracy  in  the  payments,  or  flri£ler  ob- 
fervance  of  the  rules  prefer ibed  by  the  laws,  than  your 
Aymfdlcr-gfncral  has  already  (hown. 
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In  fpite  of  the  mod  fevere  economy,  the  army  i$ 
extremely  in  arrear  :  it  already  amounts  to  more  than 
ten  millions;  and,  as  our  refources  are  daily  dimi- 
nifhing,   this  arrear  mud  neceflfarily  increafe.    You 
will  be  fucceffively  prcfcnted  with  the  drafts  which 
we  have  been  obliged  to  give  to  different  people  whom 
we  could  by  no  means  pay  in  fpecie  ;  I  entreat  you 
earneflly  to  hoqour  them  duly,  as  w^ll  for  preferving 
to  the  army  the  only  means  of  obtaining  credit  that 
^re  left,  as  for  doing  juflice  to  a  fet  of  men  *,  whp 
are  her^  facrificing  their  health,  and  fujy)oriing  every 
kind  of  privation  imaginable. 
» 
Health  and  rcCptd. 

POUSSIELGUE. 

•  Poufficlgue  alludes  to  thofc  fpeculators,  brokers,  &c..v(ho 
always  attend  the  plundering  expeditions  of  tbe  French,  and 
^f  whom  fo  (iriking  a  dtfcription  is  given  by  Defcor^rhcs.  iitr 
tU  Second  Pan  tf  the  InUPceffid  QQrreffQtidrncCf  p.  I'i^ 
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Au  Caire^  It  24  Vendhniaire^  an  % 
di  la  Ripubli^ui  Fraitfaije^ 

£.  PoussiELGUE,  ContrHettr  da  Dipiufa  di  PArmk^ 
it  Adminiflrateur^geniral  des  Finances  di  VEgjpU^  au 
Gtoyen  Merlin^  Membrc  du  DlnMiin  Exicitif^ 

Citcyin  Direffeur^ 

X/BPOit  <ine  j'ai  Tetnis  au  Ci  toy  err  Barrat,  b  pre- 
mictra  d^pSehe  que  j'ai  eu  Tbonnenr  de  tous  adrefler^ 
les  conference  pslrticulicres  et  qui  ont  eu  lieu  aTdc 
TEffendi  revenu  de  Damas^  ont  laiflS  entretenir^ 
nonobftant  la  lettre  du  Grand-Viflr^  des  yoyes  d'ac* 
commodeiDent  qui  peuvent  devertir  extremement  im- 
poitantes  pour  la  R6publique  Fran9aife ;  mais  ellef 
dependent  uniquement  de  la  part  que  Ics  Anglais  vou* 
dront  J  prendre. 

Lt  General  Kleber  met  fous  les  yeux  du  DireAoire 
Iff  notes  qui  contiennent  Tanalife  de  la  conference. 
11  m'efl  bien  d6niontre  que  le  Grand- Yifirfeioit  difpoCS 
a  fatre  tout  cc  que  nous  defircrions,  s*il  ne  craignoic^ 
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m^xx^i  la  premiere  apparence  de  fon  intelligehce  airec 
nouS)  la  Ruffie  n'attaquit  i,  nmprovifte  TEaiptre 
Ottoman,  qui  nVft  pas  en  etat  de  fe  defsndre ;  mais 
ii  la  Porte  etoit  afluree  d'une  alliance  puiflante,  qm 
ibytiepdfoit  bieptot  fes  foibles  efforts,  et  finiroit  par 
la  rendre  viAorieufe,  elle  ne  balanceroit  pas  a  prendre 
fo9i  parti,  et  cependant  ks  difpoGtions  font  toujouri 
fttbordonnees  a  ce  que  le$  An|;lai$  foy  ent  d'accord  avec 
}ui,  et  avec  npu$t 

Or,  comnic  Ui  K^publtque  Fran9aife  ne  peut  rien 
craindre  des  Anglais,  qui  ne  foit  fort  au-defibus  de  ce 
que  Tetabliflement  des  Ruffes  dans  la  Mediterranee 
lui  feroit  perdre :  qu'il  n'y  a  pas  a  cfperer  que  pen- 
dant la  guerre  aduelle,  on  puiffe  obtenir  aucune  rofti** 
tution  de  la  part  des  Anglais,  autrement  que  par  uit 
prompt  traits  qui  leur  prefenteroit  d'autres  avantages, 
et  qu*en  fappolant  m£me  qu'ils  ne  confentiflent  ^ 
aucune  reftitution,  il  n'y  auroit  aucun  interet  prefent 
i  continiier  la  guerre,  tt  aucun  itmnvimeni  i  aj$ur^ 
ner  n^s  rtclawMtims  a  des  urns  plus  bewreux.  Le 
DireQpire  {Ixecutif,  s'il  goutoit  le  plan  refultant  des 
notes  que  lui  envoye  le  General  Kleber,  pourroit 
aplanir  toutes  les  difficultes,  et,  4l'Qn  feul  coup,  par 
fon  alliance  avec  les  Anglais  et  la  Porte,  d£livrer  la 
]^6publique  Fran^aife  de  ces  deux  puiffans  ennemii^ 
«t  de  tous  les  autres,  dont  ils  entraioeroient  neceffaire- 
ment  la  chute. 

Dans  iWM  Us  cas^  ii  ejl  nieejfaire  d^entcnmr  vivemim 
dis  fifgociaihns  avec  les  Jlnglah^  et  avec  la  forte^  quaud 
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a  me  fenit  que  pvtr  gagner  du  tempSy.  donner  it  Vem'^ 
hroge  a  la  Ruffie^  et  la  porter  a  dcckrer  la  guerre  att* 
Grand  Seigneur,  comme  elle  paroh  en  attendre  inv- 
paiicniment  I'occaiion« 

Salut  ct  rclf  e<a. 

POTJSSIKLCtrK# 


TRANSLATION. 


tlBERTY,  EQUAI-ITY. 

E.  PoussiELGUE*,  Compfrolter  tf  ihe  Expetifes  of  tb0 
Armj^  and  Adminiftrator-generai  of  the  Finances  of 
Egyptf  to  Citizen  Merlin,  Member  of  the  Execttfivi 
Dhreflory. 

Citizen  Dlreffor^ 

JbiNCE  the  delivery  to  Citizen  Barras  of  the  firft 
difpatch  which  I  had  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  you> 

•  Tlie  name  of  Poufliclguc  is  familiar  to  the  readers  of 
flic  Intercepted  Correfpondcnce.  They  have  fcen  atwl  ad- 
mired, hifi  accorute  defcnption  of  the  vi^ory  of  Abotikir:  bq 
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^  par^kf  conferenceft  wLich  h«ve  takes  place 
mth  tbe  EflSbndi,  who  it  rotumed  from  DamafcilSy 
have  afforded  us/ nafewithftanding  the  letter  of  the 
Grand  Vizier,  fome  glimpfes  of  a  plan  of  accommo* 
dating  matters,  which  may,  in  its  ppn^vcofe^  be- 
come extremely  important  for  the  Republic  ;  its  finfl 
fuccefs^  however,  depends  entirely  ot\  th?  p^t  which 
the  Englilh  may  think  proper  tp  tal^e  in  i^. 

General  Kleber  is  now  eng^d  in  arranging  fyr 
the  Direflory  the  notes  which  contain  the  fubftaqfe 
of  the  conference.  To  me  it  is  pvidcnt  that  the  Gr^qd 
Vizier  wpuld  be  difpofed  to  do  every  thing  vc  could 
wifli ;  if  he  were  not  afraid  that  the  inftant  his  pom- 
ipunications  with  us  were  difcovered,  RufCa  \fould 
fuddenly  fall  upon  the  Ottoman  Empire,  which  is 
at  this  time  iii  no  ftate  of  defence.  But,  if  the  Porfc 
were  fure  pf  a  ppwerfpl  alliance,  which  would  fup* 
port  h^r  feeble  eQbrts^t  the  outfct,  and  finally  ren- 
der her  viflorious,  flie  would  not  hefit^te  an  inl^^t 
in  forming  her  refolution.     After  all,  jhcfc  mca- 

appcfin  here  in  a  ne><r  light ;  and  rhQpgb  hi«  vicwj  for  this  couo- 
try  cannot  be  con(ldere4  as  evincii^g  much  knowledge  of  our 
character  or  connexions,  yet  his  obfervations,  as  £ir  a^  they 
refpe^  France,  muil  be  allowed  to  be  judicious.  It  would  be 
fuperfluous  to  dwell  on  the  importance  of  this  letter,  or  to 
call  the  re^def 's  attcAtipn  to  tj^e  bopf  lefs  fituation  of  the  Fnench 
affairs  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  defultory  whining  of  Le 
Roy  (bowed  that  their  commerce  was  annihilated  there  ;^  the 
Iftrong  and  concluHve  reprefentations  of  Pouflielgue  prove  that 
t^ir  milijtary  iofluMce  9  ill  not  long  furvive  it. 

Part  IIL  N 
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fases^  as  I  have  already  faid,  cannot  be  put  in  exe^ 
cution  unlefs  the  Englifk  become  a  party  in  them^ 
^d  junite  with  the  Porte  and  with  us. 

Now  as  the  French  Republic  has  notfain|^  to  appre- 
hend from  the  £ngH(h>  which  is  not  trifling  when 
compared  with  the  loffes  fhe  muft  inevitably  fuf- 
tain  from  the  eftabliihment  of  the  Ruffians  in  the 
Mediterranean  ;  as  there  is  not  a  chance  of  recover- 
ing from  the  Engiifli  any  part  of  what  they  have 
taken  from  us  during  the  prcfcnt  war,  but  by  an  im- 
mediate treaty,  which  Ihould  bold  out  to  them  equi- 
valent advantages  elfewhere ;  and,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  they  would  agree  to  no  reftitution,  there  would 
be  no  prefent  purpofe  anfwercd  by  continuing  the 
war,  and  no  inconvenience  fuftained  by  adjourning 
eur  claims  (reclaraaiion?)  to  a  happier  period  y  the 
Executive  Direftory,  if  it  fhould  relifli  the  plan 
refulting  from  the  notes  which  GeneraJ  Klcber  is 
preparing  to  fend  home,  may  eaGly  remove  every 
difficulty  ;  and  by  an  alliance  with  England  and 
the  Porte,  deliver,  at  one  ftrokc,  the  French  Re- 
public from  thefe  two  powerful  enemies,  and  from 
all  the  others,  whofe  fall  their  defcdion  from  the  al- 
liance would  neceljTar^ly  enfure. 

At  all  eyents,  it  is  indispensable  to  open  ne- 
gotiations IN  THE  MOST  EARNEST  MANNER  WITH 
•jTHlt  ENGLISH  AND  THE  PORTE  ;  EVEN  IF  NO  OTHEK 
ADVANTAGE    SHOULD    RESULT    FROM    THEM    THAN 
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OAINlNa  TIME,   AND   OIYING  OFFEMCE  TO  KUSSIA ; 

fuch  offence  as  Ihould  induce  her  to  declare  war 
againft  the  Grand  Seignior,  to  an  opportunity  of  do« 
ing  which  ihe  feems  to  look  forward  with  impa* 
ticiice4 

Health  and  refped. 

Pou$siiM9i; 


N4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


91  eofiBs  eF 


Kb.  tl. 


tIft«1tTfi^«  EGA  LITE'. 

Au  ^artier»G(nefaJ  du  Catre,  Je  20  Fendimiairef 
an  8  de  la  Rfpubliqui  Franfaift,  um  et  indi* 
vtjible4 

t^AMAs^  GeniraJ  de  Dhifion,  Chef  de  TEtat  Major^ 
General  de  TArmie^  au  Ministrs  de  la  Guerre. 

J 'a  I  Thonncur  de  Vous  adrefler^  Citoyen  Miniftre, 
la  Proclamation  du  General  Bonaparte  a  Tarmee  en 
la  quittanty  et  celle  du  General  Kleber  en  en  prenant 
le  commandement  en  chefs 

Les  ordres  du  jouri  et  les  4  num6ros  du  Courrier 
d'Egypte  qui  ont  parti  depuis  cette  demiere  €poque : 

L'etat  des  officiers  genennix,  et  etats-majors,  et 
fuperieurs  des  corps  qui  font  morts  a  Tarmee  jufqu'a 
cc  jour :  ^ 

L'etat  des  promotions  que  le  General  en  Chef  Kleber 
ft  cru  indifpenfable  de  faire  pour  le  bien  du  fervice  ;. 
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vouK€n  (VmtPaA  v«ut-4meme  la  n6ceffite,  e»  ooviiiAraiit 
C€6  deux  dcdiieTK 

Jc  vous  pric,  Citoyen  Miniftre>  dc  demander  zn 
Diredoire  Executif  la  confirmation  de  ces  grades,  ct 
de  hi 'en  faire  pafler  les  nominations  definitives. 

Je  nc  puis  encore  vous  envoyer  Tetat  dctaille  de 
la  fltuation  generate  de  Tarmee,  parce  qu'en  prenant 
les  fonfiioBS  de  Chef  d*£tat  Major  General,  je  n'ai 
pas  trouv€  les  etats  particuliers  neceflaires  pour  le 
former.  J^efpere  vous  les  faire  parvenir  par  le  pre- 
mier courrier. 

II  ne  m'a  pas  encore  ete  poflible  de  reunir  ceux 
de  tous  les  corps  de  Tarmee  diHemiues  fur  une  aufll 
grande  6tendue  de  terrain  que  celle  que  nous  avonl} 
a  defendre;  et  dont  la  plupart  font,  en  outre,  fans  cefle 
occopes  a  pourfuivre  les  Arabes>  ou  a  combattre  les 
Beys  erra&s  ftvec  leurs  partis,  qui  fe  grofliflent  auflitot 
^u*oa  leur  donue  un  moment  de  relache. 

Vous  pouvez  juger  de  rafToibliflTement  dc  rarm6^ 
par  fa  ridu&ion  confiderable  depuis  uii  an. 

Son  effeflif  au  i  Vendemmire,  an  7,  etoit  de  plus 
de  339OO0  hommes:  il  eft,  en  ce  moment  au^deflbus 
tic  22,006,  dont  il  faat  deduire  deux  mille  malade^ 
ou  blofT^f  hors  d'etat  de  faire  aucun  fervice ;  et  4000 
environ  hors  d'etat  d'entrer  en  campagne,  quine  font 
point  propres  a  un  iervict  a£Uf;  et  dont  partie  ou 
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blelTes^  ou  atfaqu€s  de  ftiaux  d'jreux^  pr6f  ^reftt  refter 
dans  les  depots  plutot  que  de  s'expofer  a  gagner  les 
maladies  epidemiques  auxquellea  les  hopitaux  font 
fiijets  dans  ce  pays. 

II  refulte  de  cc  tableau  comparatif  que  depuis  un 
an  Tetat  de  TefFeftif  eft  reduit  d'un  tiers^  et  celui  dea 
prefens  fous  les  armes  diminue  de  moitie. 

Les  feize  mille  hommes  (environ)  de  toutes  armei 
qui  compofent  1  armee  adlive,  font  r6pandus  fur  une 
furface  de  terrain  comprife  dans  un  triangle,  dont  U 
bafe,  depuis  ]e  Maraboud  jufqu'a  El-Arich,  a  deux 
cents  lieues  a  peu  pres  ;  de  meme  que  fes  cStes  dont 
Tun  depuis  El-Arich  s'elcvc  jufqu'au-dela  des  pre- 
mieres Catara6les  (qui  peuvent  etre  confiderees  comme 
fon  fommet)  et  1 'autre  depuis  les  Cataraflesjufqu'au 
Maraboud. 

L'cxperience  prouvc  en  ce  moment,  Citoyen  Mi- 
nift/e,  que  lorfque  les  garnifons  indifpenfables  pour 
la  furete  des  places  et  des  provinces  font  diftraites  du 
nombrc  d'hommes  en  etat  d*entrer  en  campagne,  il 
eft  impoflible  d'en  reunir  fept  mille  fur  un  feul  point 
pour  s*oppofer  aux  efforts  des  ennemis,  qui  nous  me« 
nacent  d'invafion  de  tons  cotes. 

Je  prefume  que  le  General  en  Chef  en  ecrivant  an 
DireAoire  Executif,  lui  donne  des  renftignemens  plus 
circonftancies  fur  la  fituation  de  Tarmee  et  de  toute  la 
colonie. 

3alut  et  refpe^ 

Damas. 
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TRANSLATION* 

LIBERTY.  EQUALITY* 

'  ARMY   OF   THE   EA8T» 

Head  garters ^  Cairp^ 
O^ober  II,  1799* 

Dam  AS  •,    General  of  Dwijiony    Chief  of  the  Staff, 
General  of  the  Jrmyy  to  the  Minister  of  War, 

X  HAVE  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  you.  Citizen 
Minifler,  the  Proclamation  of  General  Bonaparte  to 
the  army  on  taking  leave  of  it ;  and  that  of  General 
Kleber  on  taking  upon  him  the  Command  in  Chief; 

^Ifo  the  orders  of  the  day,  and*  the  four  numbers 
•f  the  Courier  d^Egypte^  viYilch  have  appeared  fince 
that  period : 

*  Damas  ha$  already  appeared  in  the  Firft  Part  of  the  Iq. 
terceptcd  Correfpondence.  See  his  letter  (p.  76),  and  what 
is  there  faid  of  him.  Though  there  feem  to  be  a  great  degree 
intimacy  between  him  and  Kleber,  yet  he  probably  owes  his 
advancement  to  the  head  of  the  Staff  no  lefs  to  his  own  merit 
than  to  the  kindnefs  of  the  Commander  in  Ch^f.  He  is^  in- 
deed, a  very  excellent  officer* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9^  COPIES    OF 

The  lift  of  the  general,  ftaff,  and  commiflioncd 
officers  of  the  diifcrent  corps,  who  have  died,  up  to 
this  day : 

The  lift  of  the  promotions  which  Klebcr,  the  Com* 
mandcr  in  Chief,  has  judged  it  indifpenfable  to  male 
for  the  good  of  the  fcrvice.  You  will  feel  yourfelf 
the  nccefiity  of  it  in  comparing  thofe  two  lifts  *• 

I  entreat  yo»i,  Citizen  Minifter,  to  requcft  the 
Executive  Dircflor)'  to  confirm  thefe  promotions,  and 
to  tranfmit  me  the  definitive  nominations. 

I  cannot  fend  you  a  detailed  eftimate  of  the  general 
fituation  of  the  army  at  prefent;  becaufe,  vben  I 
took  upon  me  the  funflion  of  Chief  of  the  StalF,  I 
was  not  able  to  find  the  particular  eftimates  from 
ivhich  it  muft  neceilarily  be  foroied.  I  hope  to  be 
enabled  to  tranfmit  it  by  th^  fiift  courier. 

It  is  alfo  out  of  my  power,  at  this  moment,  lo 
colledt  thofe  of  the  various  corps  of  the  aimy,  fcat- 
tered  as  they  are  over  fo  prodigious  an  extent  of 
country  as  that  which  we  b»'e  to  defend ;  and  of 

whom  the  greater  number  are,  befides,  inceflfaMi^ 
occupied  in  purfuing  the  Arabs,  or  in  combatting  the 
yrandering  Beys  and  their  partifans,  whofe  numbers 

*  It  ha5  been  judged  proper  to  omit  them  both — the  oe- 
cefnty  of  KJeber's  promotioos  is  but  too  s^iparent  froqi  his  PWA 
ktter*        ?^     . 
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rapidly  incre^fe  the  inftant  ke  allow  them  t  mi^ment's 
xtfpite. 

You  may  judge  of  the  feeble  ftate  of  the  army,  by 
its  prodigious  reduAion  imce  this  time  laft  year. 

The  number  of  effcftiVe  men  on  the  22d  of  Sep- 
if^ber  1798  was  above  33,000  *  ;  it  is  at  prefent  re* 
duced  below  22,000  :  from  thefe  muft  be  taken  2000 
lick  and  wounded,  who  are  abfolutely  incapable  of 
iny  duty  whatever ;  befides  4006  utterly  unable  to 
take  the  field,  or  tnter  t^pon  any  adive  fervice.    Moft 

♦  In  eftimating  the  army  that  diferabarked  in  Egypt  at 
•41,000  *  (fee  the  Siecond  Part  of  the  Intercepted  Correfpond- 
ence^  p.  t96-),  it  is  evideht  that  .no  deception  wis  pra6tlfed» 
BO  turn  for  exaggeration  indulged.  Even  after  the  ftorming* 
as  it  is  called,  of  Alexandria,  a  place  fo  (Irong,  that,  according 
to  Sonnini,  the  jackals  ufed  to  leap  in  and  out  every  night 
through  the  breaches  in  the  walls,  the  nnrobers  loft  in  crofling  the 
Defert  of  the  Nile,  the  bloody  engagement  on  that  rivers  and  the 
Numerous  tkirtniflies  which  Bonaparte  lias  dignifiied  with  the 
name  of  Battles  of  the  Pyramids,  &c.  ^c.  it  appears  that  tlie 
ciFeflivc  force  of  the  French  ftill  confided  of  33,000  men ;  a 
calculation  that  le||P*s  a  deficit  of  9000  for  the  fi'ck  (who  ap* 
pear,  from  Duval's  Idttef,  Pirt  I.  p.  176,  to  bfe  very  num^- 
roufr),  the  killed,  and  the  wounded,  in  the  (hort  fpace  of  fif* 
teen  weeks  1  It  is  probable  that  none  of  Boni^Nute's  adaiirers 
will  be  intrepid  enough  to  deny  this  lofs.  But  then,  they  will 
fay,  he  acquired  poflelGon  of  the  country  by  it*  'thisHnay  be 
granted  them  in  their  turn ;  and  then  it  will  only  remain  to 
inquire  whether  the  lofs  of  the  33,006  men  that  were  Icfr,  and 
-  Which  is  fiire  to  be  Aiftained  in  th6  evatuation  of  it,  will  net 
railier  overbalance  that  boafled  advantage  I 
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of  t\m(€f  thottgh  wotinded,  or  labouring  under  dif* 
cafes  of  the  eyes,  prefer  (laying  at  their  quarters^  to 
expofing  themfelves  to  the  epidemic  complaints  which 
hofpitals  bot  too  frequedtly  generate  in  this  country. 

It  rcfults  from  this  comparative  ftatement,  that  the 
•ffe£)rve.(lrength  of  the  army  is  reduced  a  third  within 
the  iaft  twelve  months,  and  the  adual  number  bi 
thofe  under  arms  decreafed  a  full  half. 

.  The  16,000  meo  (comprinng  tbe  forces  of  every 
defcription)  which  compofe  tbe  sirmy,  are  difperfod 
over  a  furface  of  country  comprised  within  a  triangle^ 
of  which  the  bafe  extends  from  Marabout  *  to  El. 
Arifch,  a  line  of  near  two  hundred  leagues,  which  is 
alfo  the  length  of  its  two  fides,  of  which  that  firom 
El  Arifch  reaches  beyond  the  firft  Catara£ls  (whiclt' 
may  be  confidered  as  its  apex),  and  the  other  from, 
the  Catarafls  agsun  to  Marabout. 

Experience  fully  proves.  Citizen  Minifter,  at  ihiss 
inftant,  that  when  the  garrifons  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fortrefles  and  the  provinces^ 
are  deduiSed  from  the  number  of  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  it  will  be  impofllble  to  colled  a  force, 
of  7000  men  at  any  one  point,  to  oppofe  the  eflfbrts^ 
of  an  enemy  which  menaces  us  with  an  irruption  on 
every  fide. 

.    «  A  ^jnall  bay,  a  little  to  the  foutk.weft  of  AkxandnSt 
where  the  French  firH  Uoded. 
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I  prefume  that  the  Commander  in  Chief,  when 
writing  to  the  Executive  Diredory,  gave  them  more 
drcumflantial  information  refpeding  the  iituation  of 
the  army,  and  every  part  of  the  colony. 

Health  and  reljpeA. 

Damas. 
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No.  XII. 

l^BERT^^.  EOAUTE^ 

REPUBLIQUE    FRA|«I(JAISE. 

Au  Caire^  U  I  Vendemiairef  an  8. 

E.  PoussutGUE,  Contrqieur  des  Depenfes  de  VArmie^ 
it  Adminiflrateur  Ginir aides  Finances  de  VEgyptey  au 
iDlRECTOIRE  EXECUTIF.  '    ' 

Ckojfens  DtreHeursy 

J*Ai  ixi  charg^  exclufiyementy  <lfpuis  Farrivee  de 
Tarmee  en  Egypte,  de  radminiftration  des  Finances,  et 
^tz  autres  parties  qui  tiennent  \  I'^conomie  politique 
de  cc  pais. ' 

Je  crois  yous  devoir,  apres  le  depart  du  General 
Bbnaparte,  et  dans  la  pofition  critique  ou  il  nous  laiile^ 
un  tableau  abrege,  mats  fidele,  des  obfervations  que 
j'ai  recueillies,  et  des  opioioiis  politiques  qui  en  foot 
le  refultat* 

Les  voyageurs  et  les  agens  miSmes  du  Gouyerne* 
ment  Fran^ais  qui  ont  ixi  en  Egypte,  fe  font  tellement 
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accordes  dans  les  id6es  e^agerees  quails  ont  donnee^ 
for  les  rich^iTes  n*tturelle§  el  £i^r  les  trefors  que  rep* 
fermoit  cette  contree^  que  quince  mois  de  fejour,  de 
jrecherehes  ^t  ^'experiences  par  up  grand  nombre 
il*hoinme3  eclaires,  n'oqt  pas  i^npore  tptalcment  eflfacQ 
CCI5  fa|iffe§  iippreflion^. 

On  portoit  les  revenus  ordinaires,  y  compris  \&t 
^ouanes,  de  49  a  50  millions;  on  a  meme  ete  jufqu^a 
160  millions. 

II  faut  les  reduire  en  terns  de  paix  a  19  millions:  ua 
commerce  bien  entendu  ct  protege  les  porteroit  a  vingt. 

En  tenpis  de  giierre,  tel  que  celui  ou  nous  n'^vons 
cefle  d'etre,  les  revenus  ne  peuvent  exceder  douze  et 
^reize  millions, 

L'abondance  en  Egypte  depend  d'abord  d'un  bon 
^il,  enfuite  de  la  difh-ibution  des  eaux.  II  faut  chaquc 
^nnee  que  les  canaux  foyent  nettoyes  4  que  les  digues 
foyent  reparees,  et  que  chacune  d'eHes  ne  foit  coupee 
ni  plus  tot  ni  plus  tard,  que  Tinteret  commun  ne 
rexige. 

II  s'en  faut  que  la  didributlon  des  canaux  et  kasr 
entretien  foyent  portqs  icj  au  degre  d'utiliteqplon  efp£-^ 
rercHt  trouver  dans  un  paif^  dont  la  fertilite  depend 
uniqucment  de  I'obfervation  de  ces  deux  points* 

Lors  meme  que  le  Nil  eft  bony  un  grand  nombre  de 
terres  demeurent  incultes,  faute  d'ordre  dans  la  coupe 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tOZ  COPIES  OF 

des  digues ;  mais  .qiuuid  le  Nil  eft  mauvtSii  «a  racdfo- 
cret  Ic  dommage  eft  dix  foU  phis  grand  i}a'il  ne  devroit 
t'2tre,  ptrce  que  toBs  ki$'  viMhiges  crfttgnant  de  maa- 
quer  d'eau^  c^QX  qui  font  les  plus  iroifins  du  Nil  fe 
hotent^  avant  le  terns,  de  couper  les  digaes,  t^  ^  ne 
ib  £ait  pas  fans  combat  centre  les  villages  ffiVerelKs  a  ^y 
eppofer,  et  par  ce  precede  infenfe,  une  grande  partie 
des  eaux>  dej&  (i  rarts^  fe  peM  lans  ntilite^ 

Mais  quelque  s^ndantes  que  foyent  fes  r^cefees^ 
elles  ne  peuvent,  dans  le  fyfteme  aflael,  aqcroitre  les 
vevenus  du  gouvernement,  quoiqu^il  foit  lui  m6me 
proprietaire  des  deux-tiers  des  terres  deTEgypte,  tan- 
dts  qu'un  mauvaas  Nil  dimioue  condderablemenl  Ic 
xevenu.. 

ht  fy&hmt  de  finances  de  TEgypte  eft  entieremei^ 
lecxlal. 

Le  payfan  cultive  a  Ton  profit,  moyennant  une  xt^ 
d^vance  fixe  qu^il  paye  en  argent  ou  en  nature  au  pro* 
prictaire* 

Cette  rcdevance  fc  divife  en  trots  efpeces  gen6alcs* 

Le  Mlri:  c*eft  la  contribution  ibnciere  due  an  Grand- 
"Seigneur :  le  proprietaire  le  per^oit  et  le  paye  enfuite 
aux  Effendys  charg€s  d'en  faire  le  recouvreracnt. 

Ce  Miri,  impofe  fur  les  terres,  monte  a  39000^000^ 
fbivant  toutes  los  matrices  de  roles  que  j*ai  pu  decou- 
wr.  3 
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^La  feconde  e{p«ce  Jk  xednv^oct  s^appelle  Fats.  C'eft  le 
ccns  ou  revenu  net,  ^fh&Q  otigumxeaysnt  au  p];^>rie« 
taire ;  il  monte  egalement  pour  toutes  les  propriltes^ 
f  ConiprisccUesdu  Gouvernementy  k  j^cxxs^ooo. 

La  troifieme  efpece  s^appelle  Bmt^  ou  Moudafg 
die  (ecompofe,  i.  d'un  excedaiit  de'revenus  impo(e 
far  le  pcoprietaire  par  fupplement  au  Fnii ;  2.  des  re- 
^utfiuons  extraordinaires  de  tonte  efpece,  faites  au  vll- 
Uge>  fok  eft  ^rgem»  ibit  en  nature ;  3.  des  depenibtf 
caufees  par  dea  pal&gcis  de  troupes  ou  par  la  pr^fenoe 
d\x  proprietaire ;  4*  de  toutes  les  depenfes  d'admini- 
firation  do  village  ctde  la  province,  fondations  pieu- 
fts,  &c^ 

Cette  troifietnc  efpece  pro&it  a  tous  les  propri©- 
uires  de  TEgypte  6,400,000. 

II  y  a  enfin  un  produit  de  1,300,000  provenant  des- 
droits  que  les  Cachefs  pcrcevoient  a  leur  profit  dans  le^ 
provinces  ^u'ils  gouvernaienU 

Ainfi  la  totalite  des  revenus  en  argent  que  les  cnlti- 
vateurs  des  terres  de  I'Egypte  fupportent,  non  compris^ 
les  vols  immenfes  des  Cophtcs  qui  les  perjoivcnt,  eft 
4^  pres  de  14  millions* 

II  faut  en  deduire  trois  millions  deux  cent  miUc 
livres  pour  le  Pais  et  le  Barani,  des  proprietes  qui 
n'appartiennent  pas  au  Gouvernement^  et  qui  font 
cvalu6es  au  tiers  d^  TEgypte,  il  reftcra  au  Gouverne- 
raent  10,800,000.  , 
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On  ne  peut  obtenir  au  dela  de  cette  focdme  iju^eii 
feifant  des  avances^  ou  des  exa^ons* 

II  faut  ajouter  a  ce  revenu,  le  Fais  et  le  Barani  qui 
fe  paye  en  nature,  ce  qui  n'a  lieu  que  dans  les  provinces 
de  la  Haute.£gypte» 

On  eftime  cette  redevancc  a  Un  million,  huit  cent 
mille  quintaux  de  toutes  efpeces  de  grains^  pour  la 
portion  qui  revient  au  GouvernemenY>  ce  ^ui  eqnU 
Taut  a  un  million  de  quintaux  de  froment  pur  a  3/.  los*^ 
prix  moyen  qui  donne  une  fomme  de  3,500^000^ 

II  faut  en  dcduire  85o«coo  pour  les  frais  de  recoup 
vrement  et  de  tranfport  qui  reviennent  a  1 7 x*  par  quin^^ 
tal  rendu  au  Kdire,  refte  a  2>65o>&oo. 

Ein  terns  de  paix  on  eftime  les  produits  des  ddu^ei 
et  des  autres  droits  indire£ts  a  5  millions  environ. 

La  marque  de  la  monnoye  produit  750^006. 

Les  rcvcnus  du  Gouvernemeht  fell  icnls  dfc  paix 
feroient  done  de  19  millions  200,000. 

Mais  dans  Fetat  de  guerre  ou  nous  fommes,  Ic^ 
douanes  et  revenus  indire£ls  no  produifent  pas  plus 
de  r,5oO|Ooo* 

Les^  grains  de  la  Haute-Egypte  qu*on  ne  pent  vendre 
fur  les  lieux,  et  qu'on  i^*a  pas  de  moyens  fuffifans  pour 
faire  defcendre^  ne  plroduiront  pas  plus  d'un  million. 
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Les  decharges  a  accorder  aux  villages^  pour  terrains 
non  arrofes,  monteront  encore  a  plus  d'un  million  et 
den>i. 

II  faudroit  encore  deduire  une  foule  de  charges  ct 
de  penfiohs  du  pays  qu*il  a  fallu  conferver,  les  fraix 
rclatifs  a  la  Caravanne  de  la  Mekke  qui  ont  ete  faits 
en  partie  I'annee  paflee,  et  qu'il  faudra  faire  en  tota- 
lite  cette  an  nee,  les  depenfes  des  Divans  des  provinces 
et  des  Janiflaires  du  pays :  toutes  ces  d6penfcs  ab- 
forbent  pres  de  trois  millions. 

On  ne  pent  done  compter  les  revenus  afFedles  a 
Tarmee  que  pour  9  a  10  millions;  fur  lefquels  il  ne 
rede  qu'environ  deux  millions  a  recouvrer  d'ici  a  la 
fin  de  Frimaire  prochain. 

Le  General  Bonaparte  a  leve  dans  les  premiers 
mois  de  notre  arrivee  fur  les  differentes  nations  et  fur 
les  negocians,  environ  quatre  millions  de  contributions 
extraordinaires.  II  a  fait  percevoir  un  droit  des  deux 
cinquiemes  des  revenus  d'une  annee  fur  les  proprietcs 
foncieres  des  particuliers^  qui  aproduit  i,20o>ooo. 

Ces  moyens  font  ufes:  il  n'y  a  plus  de  contributions 
extraordinaires  a  efp^rer  dans  un  pays  fans  aucun 
commerce  depuis  dix-neuf  mois  j  Targent  des  Chretiens 
eft  epuife ;  on  ne  pourroit  en  demander  aux  Turcs, 
fans  occafionner  une  revoke,  et  d'ailleurs  on  n'en 
obtiendroit  pas ;  Targent  cR  enfoui ;.  et  les  Turcs,  plus 
encore  que  les  Chretiens,  fe  laiflent  emprifonner,  fe 
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kiflTent  aflTommer  de  coups,   et  quelq^es-uks    sb 

SONT     LAISSE'   COUPER    LA   TETE    plotOt     qUC     de- 

couvrir  leurs  trefors, 

Lc  recouvrcment  dcs  revenus  fe  commence  en 
Frimairc  pour  Ics  pays  cultives  en  rizieres  ;  en  Flu- 
viofe,  pour  ceux  cultives  en  bled  et  autres  denrees, 
mais  qui  p^yent  en  argent  j  el  6n  Meflidor,  pour  ceux 
qui  payent  en  nature. 

Les  pay  fans  ticnnent  encore  plus  a  leur  argent  que 
les  habitans  des  villes;  ils  ne  payent  qu'a  la  demure 
extremiti  et  fou  a  foil,  leur  argent  eft  cache ;  leurs 
denrees  et  leurs  effets  font  enfouis;  ils  favent  qu'il 
faudra  toujours  finir  par  payer,  et  qu'en  le  faifant 
volontairement  aux  epoques  fixces,  ils  epargneroieiit 
des  contraintes  qui  leur  coutent  le  double  et  qui  les 
ruinent.  lis  aiment  mieux  attendre  une  colonne  de 
troupes;  s'ils  la  voyent  venir,  ils  s'cnfuyent  avcc  leurs 
femmes,  leurs  enfans,  et  leurs  beiliaux,  et  Ton  ne 
trouve  plus  que  des  cahutes  abandonnees. — S'ils 
croyent  etre  aflez  forts  pour  refifter,  ils  fe  battent  et 
appellent  les  villages  voifins  et  meme  les  Arabes  a  leur 
fecours. — Ils  ont  toujours  dcs  hommes  a  Taffut  pour 
$tre  avertis  a  terns  de  Tapproche  des  troupes, 

Quelquefois  on  peut  attraper  les  chefs  du  village ; 
on  les  mene  en  prifon,  ou  on  les  retient  jufqu'a  ce  que 
!e  village  ait  paye  ;  cc  moyen  eft  lent,  et  ne  r6uffit 
pas  toujours.  SI  on  parvient  a  leur  enlever  leurs 
^h^me^ux^  leurs  l^uffles  ?t   leurs  troupeauxjp  ils  les 
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laiiTent  yendre^,  au  liea  des  racheter  en  s*acqtiittanty  et 
s^expofent  a  mourir  de  faioa^  en  laiflknt  leurs  terreir 
incultes  Tannee  fuivante. 

II  faut  done  avoir  fans  cefle^  dans  chacune  des  feizd 
provinces  de  l'£gypte>  une  colonne  de  60,  So,  on  100 
hommes  uniquement  employes  a  forcer  les  villages  a 
payer ;  et  fouvent  apres  tine  totirnee  p6nibley  ils  re« 
viennent  avec  tr^«>peu  de  cbofe. 

II  eft  facile  d'imaginer  toutes  les  exadions,  les 
deg&ts,  et  les  defordres  qui  accompagnent  fouvent 
leurs  courfes>  quelque  (evere  que  puifle  etrc  la  dif- 
cipline. 

Un  inconvenient  tres-grave  s^oppofe  atix  recouvre- 
mens  pendant  les  huit  mois  ou  TEgypte  n'eft  pas 
inondee:  c^eft  le  terns  ou  les  Arabes  peuvent  faire 
leurs  courfes ;  ou  les  defcentes  ont  lieu,  et  ou  Ton  eft 
fnenace  d'etre  attaque  de  tous  les  c6tes.-— II  faut  alors , 
fe  battre  tous  les  jours,  et  a  peine  une  colonne  a-t-elle 
entrepris  une  tournee,  qu^elle  eft  forc^  de  retrograder 
fur  fes  pas  pour  aller  punir  des  villages  revokes^  ou 
chaffer  des  Mamelouks  et  des  Arabes. 

Le  recouVrement  des  grains  eft  encore  plus  difficile— ^ 
il  faut  6galement  par  la  IdionmtU  contraindre  les  vil- 
lages a  payer  ceux  qu'ils  doivent;  ilfaut  les  tranfporter 
dans  des  magazins  fur  les  bords  du  Nil ;  il  faut  enfin 
Jes  faire  filer  fur  le  Kaire. 
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Quand  on  a  vaincu  les  deux  premiers  obftacfes^  if 
refte  a  vaincre  le  plus  difiicncy  a  caufe  du  petit  nombre 
dt  bateaux  qu'on  peut  employer  a  ces  tranfports  et 
parce  qu'ils  ne  peuvent  etre  faits  que  pendant  les  quatre 
mois  ou  le  Nil  eft  navigable. — Depuis  notre  arrivecy 
il  a  cte  dctruit  un  trcs-grand  nombre  de  barques  qui, 
faute  de  bois  de  clrauffage,  ont  etc  brulees :  elles  n'ont 
pas  etc  et  ne  pouvoicnt  etre  remplacecs ;  une  partie 
de  celles  qui  reftent,  eft  fans  ceflc  employ6e  arax 
mouvemens  dcs  troupes  qui  pourfuivent  Mourad  Bey. 

L'annee  paflce  il  a  fallu  acheter  comptant  au  Kaire 
pour  la  fubfiftance  de  I'armee,  et  malgr6  Textrfrme 
penurte  d^argent,  pour  300,000  de  bIcd,taDdis  que  noifs 
cn  avions  pour  plufieurs  millions  dans  la  Haute-Egypte. 

Cette  annee-ci  les  barques  ont  apporte  exclufivement 
les  grains  du  Gouvernement.  II  en  refulte  un  autre 
inconvenient  ;  la  ville  du  Kaire  maoque  de  bled,  ct 
rinquictude  du  peuple  pour  la  fubfiftance^  a  deja  caufe 
quelque  fermentation. 

Malgre  .tous  ces  inconveniens,  il  y  avoit  encore 
Tannee  paflee  du  numeraire ;  le  commerce  de  Tannee 
precedente  en  avoit  apporte,  et  lors  du  dipart  du 
General  Bonaparte  il  etoit  encors  dii^  cependant^  plus  dt 
I  o  millions  a  rarmce,  dont  quatre  millions  defolde. 

AujourdTiui  le  numeraire  cilfparoit  totalement ;  on 
ne  voit  pkis  que  des  mcdins  qui  circulcnt  avec  unc 
rapidite  inconctevable. 
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Cette  monnoye  n'a  qu'un  peu  plus  d'un  tiers  de  la 
valeur  intrinseque  des  autres  monnoyes.  Avant  la 
gUerre  on  apportoit  beaucoup  de  pi  aft  res  d'Efpagne,  et 
on  emportoit  des  medins;  a  prefent  les  piaftres  fe  font 
ecoulees  par  le  commerce  du  cnffc  avec  I'Yen^n,  ou 
ellcs  ont  ete  fondues  a  la  monnoye,  en  forte  qu'elles 
augmentent  de  valeur  ainfi  que  les  monnoyes  d'or,  ea 
raifon  de  leur  rarete,  et  de  la  plus  grande  abondancc 
des  m6dins. — II  en  refulte  le  rencheriflement  dee  den- 
rees  et  beaucoup  d'entraves  dans  la  circulation  des 
cfpeces. 

L'engorgement  a£lucl  de  toutcs  les  dcnrees  dc 
l*Egypte,  par  ime  fuife  femblable  de  la  ceffalion  du 
commerce,  eft  un  inconvenient  bicn  plus  grave;  il 
achevera  de  miner  ce  paySy  car  les  villages  devant 
tbiijours  payer  les  mcmes  fommcs,  et  ne  pouvant  ni 
exporter,  ni  irouver  a  vendre  leurs  denrees,  leurs 
habitans  vont  etre  rcdiiiis  a  la  dcrniere  misere,  et 
I'armee  qui  avoit  deja  tant  de  peine  a  avoir  de  Targent 
quand  il  y  en  avoit  encore,  va  etre  bientot  dans  Tim- 
poflibilite  de  s'en  procurer. 

La  cailTe  de  Tarmee  eft  conftammcnt  vuide,  ct 
chaque  moi^s,  d'ici  a  quelque  tems,  on  n'aura  pas  la 
perfpeSive  de  recouvrer  plus  de  2  a  300,000,  tandis 
que  les  depenfes  reglees,  s*elevent  a  plus  de  1,300,000 
par  mois* 

Lc  peuple  Egyptien,  nonobftant  fcs  frequcntca 
revoltes  contre  nous,  peut  pafler  pour  un  peuple  tres* 
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dbux,  mais  il  eft  dtJfimuK,  ef  tl  s^en  faut  de  hidu^dup 
fu*il  nms  aime^  quoiqu'il  ait  ete  traite  avec  plus  d'egards 
^qu'on  n*en  ait  jamais  accorde  a  aucun  peuple  conquis. 

La  di^rence  dies  mceuriSy  celle  cxtremement  ini'- 
portantede  la  langue,  et  futtout  leur  religion^  font  des 
obftacles  invincibles  a  toute  affedion  flncere. 

lis  deteftent  le  gouvcrnement  des  Mamcloucks ;  ils 
craignent'  le  joug  de  Conftantinople ;  mais  ils  ne 
fouffriront  jamais  le  notre  que  dans  Tattente  de  le 
fecouer.  lis  nous  accorderoicnt  feulement  la  pee* 
ference  fur  toutes  les  nations  qu7/i  appelknt  Chre^ 

TIENNES* 

Nous  avons  pattoUt  ici  autoui-  de  nous,  dix  mille 
tnnemis  caches,  pour  un  ami  apparent* 

Nous  avions  rcufli  a  entretcnir  une  bonne  intelli- 
gence avec  le  Cherif  de  la  Mekke,  et  les  Icttres  qu*il 
avoit  ecrites  au  General  Bonaparte  et  a  raoi  avoient 
tranquillife  un  mqmeat  les  confciences  des  Mufulmans 
de  I'Egypte:  mais  des  cfpions  qu'il  a  envoyes  au 
Kalredepuis  que  leGrand-Vifir  eft  a  Damas,  donncnt 
lieu  de  prefumer  qu'il  a  change  de  difpofltions  a  notre 
6gard,  et  qu'en  fuivant  les  infinuations  des  Anglois, 
qui  ont  ailuellement  des  forces  dans  la  Mer  Rouge,  il. 
s'eft  range  du  cote  de  nos  ennemis. 

Nous   avions  31 ,000  hommes  fous  les  armes  ct 
bien  ^ortants  a  notre  arrivee  en  Egypte-  II  n'y  avoit 
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alors  que  les  Mameloucks  et  les  Arabcs  ^  combattre,  ct 
cependant,  ils  occuperent  exclufivemcot  et  chaquc 
jour^  jufju'a  la  fin  de  Pluviofe,  toute  cette  armee. 

AujourdHiui  les  Mameloucks,  quoicjue  difperRs, 
exiftent  encore  prefque  tous,  et  peuvent,  en  un  mo-* 
ment  ou  Tarmee  feroit  occupee  ailleurs,  fe  reunir  tres- 
promptement.  lis  n'ont  perdu  que  quatrc  ou  cin^ 
fous*chefs : — les  principaux  qui  reftent  font  toujourfi 
puiflans  et  ont  du  credit. 

Les  Arabes  n'ont  pas  diminuc  de  nombre,  ils  nous 
haiflent  autant  qu'a  notre  arrivee ;  ct  leur  trjc  er- 
rante  les  cmpeche  de  nous  craindre. 

Quand  nous  fommes  debarques,  les  Egyptiens  ont 
cru,  comme  npu^  le  Uur  dlfionsy  que  c'etoit  tPaccord 
avic  le  Grand-Seigneur^  ils  fe  font  foumis  avec  plus  dc 
docilite  :  a  pr6fent,  ils  font  bien  conyaincus  du  con- 
traire ;  ceux  qui  paroiflent  nous  fervir,  fe  croyent, 
par  notre  meksonge,  autorifes  a  nous  trahir;  ils  le 
feront  a  la  premiere  occafion,  et  deja  ils  trefTailloient 
de  plaifir  lors  du  debarquem^nt  4^  M^flidor  dernie^ 
a  Aboukir. 

Mais  quand  i,  ces  nombreux  cnnemis  au  milieu  det 
quels  nous  vivons,  viennent  fe  reujijr  ceux  du  dehors  j 
que  le  Grand- Vifir  m^me,  avec  les  principau3(  o£Bcier^ 
du  Grand-Seigneur,  raflemblent  toutes  les  forces  Ot« 
tomanes  pour  nous  attaquer  fur  divers  points  a  la  foiSj^ 
par  tefre  et  par  n^er^  et  qu'il  a  poyr  auxiliaircs  Iqi 
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Anglois  ct  les  Ruffes;  qu*il  invite  les» grands  ct  les 
peuples  d'Egypte  a  la  revoke;  qu'enfin  le  peu 
d*Arabes  qui  nous  etoient  dcmeurcs  attaches,  nous 
abandonnent  pour  fe  joindre  a  lui ;  il  eft  facile  decon- 
^cvoir  que  notre  fituation  devient  defcfperee. 

L'enncmi  perd  une  arnnee — il  en  fait  une  autre  a 
Finftant ;  il  a  ete  battu  au  Mont  Tabor — deux  mois 
apres  il  Ta  ete  a  Aboukir  ;  le  meme  terns  s'eft  ecoule, 
ct  il  va  encore  fe  faire  battre  tout  a  I'heure  a  Salahieh. 
Mais  chaque  vidkoire  nous  coute  nos  meilleurs  foldats, 
ct  Uur  perte  ne  fe  repare  pas.  Un  re  vers  nous  atieantiroit 
tous,  et  quelque  brave  que  foit  I'armee,  <IU  ne  pourra 
riviter  encore  bien  lon^tems. 

La  guerre  nous  a  enlev^  d'cxcellens  ofEciers  genc- 
raux,  tels  que  le  General  Caffarelli,  le  General  Dom- 
martin,  le  General  Bon,  le  General  Rambault,  et  le 
General  Dupuis ;  prefque  tout  le  corps  du  Genie,  et 
une  tres-grande  partiedes  Chefs deBrigade  d'Infanterie 
tt  de  Cavalerie.  II  eft  parti  plufieurs  Generaux  efli- 
mes,  et  le  General  Bonaparte  en  a  emmen^  cinq  avec 
lui. 

L'armee,  fans  habits,  ct.  furtout  fans  armes  et 
fans  munitions,  reduite  a  moins  dcs  deux-tiers 
cri  nombre,  n*a  pas  plus  de  onze  mille  hoinmes 
en  etat  de  marcher  a  Tennemi ;  quoiqu'il  paroiffe  y  en 
avoir  fous  les  armes  environ  13  a  14  mille,  raais  c*eft 
que  beaucoup  de  foldats  prefens  a  Tap  pel,  aiment 
mieuxi  malgre  leursbleffurcs  ou  leurs  maladies,  faire  J^ 
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Service  <Ih  q^artier  quie  dc  dfemfurer'dons  Ics  b$pttiux, 
titi  dans  ks  d6p6ts :  lotfqu'il  s*agit  de  faireunc  marchc 
nn  peu  longue  ct  de  combattre>  on  reconnoit  leur 
invalidite  forcee. 

'  Lcs  ophrtialmies,  Ics  diflcnterics,  les  bleflurcs  ct 
d*aatrc$  maladies  non  inoins  commnncs  Fci,  ont  mts 
Je  relic  de  I'armec  abfoluraent  hofs  de  combat, 

Lcs  homines  memcs  qui  pen  vent  marcher .  font 
dpoUes  de  fatigues,  afibiblis  par  le  climat,  les  blef- 
fares  et  les  maladies  qu'ils  ont  efluy£es,  et  leur  cou* 

rage  eft  diminue  en  proportion. 

» 

Avec  ce  petit  nombre  d'hommes,  il  faut  cou- 
vrir  cinq  cents  lieues  de  fuperficie,  contenir  trois 
millions  d*habitans  qui  font  autant  d'ennemis,  garnir 
les  places  et  les  forts  a  Alcxandrie,  Rofette,  Rahma* 
nie,  Gizeh,  Senifuef,  Medine,  Minict,  Siout,  Girget 
Kene,  Kofleir,  le  Kaire,  Suez,  Mitt  Kaniar^  Sala* 
Kieh,  El-Arifcb,  Bilbeis,  Catieh,  Damiette,  Man* 
fora,  Semenoud  et  EUBcnouf.  Si  le  Grand-Vifir  at- 
taque,  on  ne  pourra  oppofer  plus  de  5  a  600Q 
hommes  a  toutes  les  forces  Ottoman^s  qui  feront  a 
fes  ordres.  Et  s'il  fait  une  double  attaque,  il  entrera 
dans  le  pays  fans  qu'on  puifle  Ten  empecher,  ce  qui 
fcroit  arrive  au  General  Bonaparte,  fi  en  meme  tems 
que  les  Turcs  faifoient  un  debarquement  a  Aboukir, 
lis  eu^(lQt  fait  marcher  Tarmee  en  Syrie  fur  PEgypte^ 

Part  IJL  O 
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pant  u^,  Bidis»  U  fabdi^  pftfltt  iif)«  fccdndc  fiahr 

vag^  ep<WLV4Btable$.    Ce^i^  fier^^v^  eflfirayaate  abut 
les  courages  Ics  plus  in(repide$. 

Pour  CQin|)I|e  de  malheufy  le  Nil  de  ceUe  anjiec  a  e(4 
(extremement  mauvais^  en  ce  qu'il  s*eft  ecouldtout  de 
fuite,  fans  que  lef  terres  ayent  ^u  Ic  terns  d'etre  fuccef- 
fivement  arrofees.  Noqs  ne  pourrons  retirer  aucunc 
fontribution.  des  villages  ^ui  n'auront  pas  eu  d'eau,  e| 
f^QW  fopimes  menaces  de  la  plus  afFreufe  tpisere. 

II  n'eft  pas  un  foldat^  un  officieri  un  general  qui 
lie  foupire  apres  fon  retour  en  France,  perfuade^ 
comme  lis  le  font,  qu*ils  facriEent  icj,  inutilement  pour 
leur  patrie,  teur  fante  et  l^ur  vie. 

Ccpendant  d!apre8  la  fituation  ou  font  les  aiTaTres 
ei>  France,  et  puifque  depuis  quinze  mois,  il  n'a  pas 
cte  pollible  de  nous  envoyer  des  iecours^  ^ous  qe  de- 
yons  plus  en  efperer  d'aflTpz  proroptS|  furtogt  la  fajfoq 
favorable  etant  paflee. 

L'armee  a  vu  avec  plaifif  le  General  Kleber  avoir  le 
pommandement  apres  le  depart  du  General  Bonaparte  j 
perfonne  ne  pouvoit  lui  infpirer  plus  d'eftime  et  de 
con6ance. 

Mais  il  eft  plein  d*honneur  et  de  fierte,  et  plus  \% 
tSche  qu'on  lui  a  laiflee  eft  difficile,  plus  il  craindra 
d'ecouter  des  fentimcns  commandes  par  les  circon«> 
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ftinc«»  et  pour  FlntCr^t  de  VatmSe,  mais  que  piir*  la 
kite  on  pouirolt  tdxer  dd  tiitiidil^. 

N'ayant  pas  la  mcme  rerponfabilit^,  jc  ne  crains  p^, 
^itoyens  DireScurs,  d'cxpofer  a  vos  ycux  la  verfte  ; 
et  telle  que  vous  la  lifez,  vous  la  trouveriez  Hen  affin^ 
ilf'e,  fi  lesbornes  d*une  Icttre  permettoient  d^entrer  dan^ 
de  plus  grands  details, 

L'Egypte  eft  un  fuperbe  pfays ;  fiotre  (itfittlon  n'eif 
qu'un  eiFet  des  circonftances,  elle  prouve  feulement  que 
nous  y  fommes  venus  trop  tet,  et  qui!  n^efl  pas  eiicore 
terns  de  nous  y  6taMir. 

II  n*y  a  aucun  doute  que  fi  nous  etions  les  maitres 
paifibles  d^  I'Cgypte,  en  peu  d^annees  nous  en  ferions 
difparoitre  la  plupart  des  fleanx  qui  la  defolcnt^  tels 
que  la  pefle  et  les  Arabes,  et  que  nous  donnerioni  a. 
I'agriculture  et  au  commerce  une  vie  nouvelle  qui  ra«' 
meneroit  ce  pays  a  Ton  ancienne  fplendeur — ce  feroit  la 
plus  belle  cdonte  ie  Pufiivers  qui  devtei|dr6it  bienf6t 
fe  t6gulafeur  du  comnefoe  du  monde* 

Mais  TEgypte  eft  bornee  par  les  deux  tneri  et  par 
des  deferts, 

tl  faut  avoir  une  marhie  puiflante  pour  efre  ttiaitre 
d'y  aborderi  et  furtout  pour  proteger  (oh  C9mmerce  ef 
en  obtenir  tous  les  avantages  qu'il  prbmet. 
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.  La,  Republlque  FFan9oire  eft  a^uellemeBt  faes  ma^ 
rinc :  elle  fera  longtcms  encore,  avant  tfen  avoir  crec 
une  qui  puifle  rivalifer  avec  celle  de  fes  ennemis. 

VouJoir  conferver  I'Egypte  fans  avoir  aucun  moycn 
tfy  porter,  d'y  aflbrer  des  fecours  de  toute  efpecc,  c'eft 
s'expofer  a  etre  force  de  I'abandonner  a  la  Ruflie  ou  a 
TAngleterre,  qui  fous  pretexte  de  nous  en  chafler,  s'y 
etabliroient,  et  def  lors  s'y  mettroient  bientot  en  etat 
de  nous  en  exdure  pour  toujqurs. 

Nous  pourrions  encore  nous  y  maintenir,  fi  nous 
,  avions  le  confentement  de  la  Porte,  mais  fi  Ton  n'a  pas 
cm  pouvoir  Tobtenir  avant  notre  invafion,  on  le  pourra 
bien  moins  aujourd'hui  que  la  Porte  s'eft  tnife  a  la 
^erci  des  Ruflbs  et  desAnglois;  et  fut-^lle,  contre 
toute  apparence,  difpofce  par  des  confiderations  poll* 
tiques,  a  nous  laifler  occuper  TEgypte  provifoiremcnr, 
jamais  les  Anglois  ne  le  lui  permettroient. 

Quand  Texpedition  d*Egypte  a  eu  lieu,  nous  etions 
en  patx  fur  le  Continent ;  nous  avions  encore  un  rejlc 
de 'marine  dans  la  Mediterranee ;  nous  pofledions 
tpute  I'ltalie,  Corfou^  et  Matte ;  on  pouvoit  efpercf 
d'obtenir  le  confentement,  au  moins  tacite,  du  Grand* 
Seigneur,  et  on  feroit  arrive  au  but  que  Ton  fe  propo- 
foit  contre  les  Anglois,  car  je  penfe  avec  tout  le  monde, 
QuMl  s'agiflbit,  en  les  faifant  trembler  pour  leurs  pof- 
feilions  de  Tlnde,  de  les  forcer  a  une  paix  avan- 
tageufe  pour  la  Republique^  en  faifant  de  Fevacuatios  * 
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de  TEgypte  un  objet  de  compen/ation  pour  les  rcfti* 
tutions  que  nous  leur  demanderions* 

Mais  la  bataillc  navale  d'Aboukir  a  tout  renvcrfe— 
cUe  a  detruit  notre  marine  ;  elle  nous  a  empecfaes  dc 
cecevoir  le  rede  des  forces  qui  nous  etoient  deflinees^ 
elle  a  laifle  a  nos  ennemis  le  champ  libre  pour  nous 
faire  declarer  la  guerre  par  la  Porte,  elle  a  rallume 
celle  qui  etoit  mal  eteinte  avc;c  TEmpereur  d'Alle- 
ipa^e,  elle  a  ouvert  la  Mediterranee  aux  RuiTeset 
les  a  portes  fur  nos  frontieres  ;  elle  nous  a  fait  bientot 
perdre  Tltalie  et  les  belles  pofleflions  dans  TAdriatique 
que  nous  avions  dues  aux  heureufes  campagnes  du 
General  Bonaparte ;  enfin,  elle  a  fait  a  Tinilant  avorter 
tous  nos  projets^  puifqu*il  n'a  plus  fallu  depuis, 
longer  a  ipquieter  les  Anglois  dans  les  Indes — I^ 
peuple  d'Egyptej  que  nous  avions  du  confiderer  comme 
ami^  comme  allie,  devcnoit  fubitement  notre  ennemi^ 
et,  environnes  entierement  par  les  Mufulmans,  nous 
nous  trouvions  reduits  a  une  defenfive  difficile  ianf 
plus  entrevoir  aucun  but  d'utiliti. 

Aujourd'hui  il  ne  faut  plus  efperer  d'obtentr  que  tet 
Anglois  prennent  en  confideration  dans  un  traite  de 
paix  Tevacuation  de  TEgypte.  lis  favent  d'abord  Tetat 
de  d6nument  et  de  foiblefle  ou  nous  y  fommes  reduits, 
.ce  qui  nous  met  dans  rimpoflibilite  de  rien  tenter 
contre  eux :  iU  favent  que  quand  meme  nous  recevri* 
pns  des  fecours,  ce  qu'ils  empecheront  de  tous  leurs 
moyent,  nous  n'en  ferions  pas  plus  avances,  tant  que 
nous  aurons  a  combattre  les  Mufulmans,  ct  ils  font 
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alfiirls-que  la  Porte  nc  fcra  pas  h  paix  (kni  Icur  cort*^ 
fentement^  ou  fans  que  la  condition  preliminaire^  pour 
ccfler  la  guerre,  nc  foit  Tevacuation  de  I'Egyptc* 

Ainfi  notre  but  eft  manque  fous  cc  rapport,  qu*il  ne' 
peut  plus  concerner  les  Anglois ;  et  que,  foit  a  titrc 
de  conqudte,  foit  a  titre  de  colonle,  nous  ne  pouvons 
plus  conferver  TEgypte. 

IVIais  il  y  a  plus :  c'eft  que  fl  nous  tardons  a  traiter^ 
nous  fommes  dans  un  tei  etat  de  foiblefle,  que  nous  ne 
ferons  plus  a  terns  de  la  faire ;  et  que  le  refte  de  I'armee 
perira,  ou  qu*il  faudra  evacuer  fans  conditions,  tandis 
qu'on  peut  encore  faire  de  cette  Evacuation  le  prix  du 
rStabliiTement  de  la  paix  avec  I'Empire  Ottonian,  et 
avec  les  puiflTances  Barbarefques,  reflerrer  nos  an* 
ciennes  liaifons  avec  la  Porte,  et  reprendre  dans  le 
Levant  le  commerce  excltifif  dont  nous  joniffions. 

Cc  traitc  auquel  les  Anglois  ne  peuvent  etre  etran- 
.  gers,  prfpareroit  la  paix  qu'i!  eft  terns  enfin  de  faire 
avec  eux  \  il  ameneroit  infailliblemnt  une  declaration 
de  gaerre  de  la  RulGe  a  la  Porte,  et  opererott  un^ 
heureufe  divetfion  dans  nos  affaires  d'Europe;  nous 
fourrisns  ejfirer  de  reprendre^  ce  que  nous  avons  feriu 
dam  la  Miditerranie* 

Cette  opinion  me  paroit  d'autant  plus  fondee,  que 
ks  Anglois  ne  peovent  voir  fans  qtielqu'inquietude  et 
fans  une  fecrete  Jaloufie,  les  progres  dcs  Rufl^,  biett 
f  lus  dangereux  pour  t^  que  Qotre  puiflknce  cohtU' 
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^pent«i^2  aqj.9Uid'hui  que  Dotr^  marine  eft  cMlruitifr^  et 
fuo  iMWU  ayom  perda  iip»  ^onqu^s  maritiines. 

-  X><c  fevil  evenement  quLpourroit  nous  permettre  4e 
^(Q^nieryer^rEgypte,  ce  feroit  une  prompte  declaration 
de.  giif  rre  .des  Rufle^  a  la  pprte  ;  toutes  les  forces  Ot- 
tomanes  .qui  fe  portent  ici,  voleroient  bienvlteala 
defenfe  du  centre  de  rempire.  Le  Grande  Seigneur 
coofentiroit  alors  a  la  pau^  aux  conditions  qui  nous 
iC:Qnviendrpi9U*  *      .    . 

Mais  il  ^{l  probable  qu*a  rooins  d'un  tralte  d'^Uiance 
entre  la  Republique  Fran9aire  et  la  Ruflie,  qui 
pour^oit  un  n^omeht  nous  etre  utile,  mais  qui  feroit 
impolitlque,  cette  demiere  putflance  attendra  que  la 
Pcirte  Ottomane  ait  fait  la  paix  avec  nous  pour  li)i 
declare^  fa  guerre,  car  en  nous  battant  avec  la  Port^, 
nousdiminuons  fes  forces  et  fes  moyens,  c'eft  travaillar 
pour  la  Kuflic,  qui  de  Ton  cote  ne  pouvant  faire  la 
guerre  a  la  Porte  fans  lui  faire  auflitot  conclure  la  paix 
avec  nous,  va  au  nnenie  but ;— de  detruire  cette  puiC- 
faxice,  en  faifant  la  guerre  aux  Fran^ais  qy^elle  fait 
^tre  Ton  feul  appui^ 

L'oR  regarde  aujourd'hui  TEmpire  Ottoman  comme 
un  vieil  edifice  pret  a  s*ecrouler ;  les  puiifances  de  TEu* 
*irope  s'appretent  depuis  longtems  a  I'en  partager  les 
lambeaux,  et  plufieurs  politiques  croyent  cet  even^- 
tnent  tres-prochain  :  dans  cette  hypoth&fe,  il  eft  con- 
venable,  penfent-ils,  que  la  France  ait  fa  part  de  hi 
^pouille,  ct  I'Egyptjs  eft  fon  lot. 
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Si  cette  rutnc  de  1 'Empire  Ottoman  qui'^n'ett  ricn 
moins  qve  fure,  quand  on  confidire  combien  clle  anb- 
neroit  de  difcuflions  et  d'oppofitions  entre  les  grander' 
pirillances  de  l^uropc,'  meme  entre  celles  qui  ft  &• 
roicnt  combinees  poor  cct  objct,  qoand  on  confidSrc 
encore  qu'il  fera  6tcrnellcment  de  I'lnteret  de  la  France, 
de  rAngknrref  de  la  Proflc,  ^t  meme  de  ITEmpcrcur^ 
de  s^y  oppofer^  fr  cette  tutne,  dis-je,  finfflbit  par  fc 
confommer,  !a  France  feroit  toujoars  a  terns  d^mvoir 
VE§y§te\  d'ailleurs  les  Francois  y  feroient  appeles  p:ir 
ks  Turcs  meme>  quand  ceux-ci  fe  verroienc  menaco^ 
par  lei  RufTeSs  qu'ils  haifTent  mortcflement. 

La  France  eft  un  fl  beau  pays^  les  Frani^ts  font  fi 
puifl&ns  par  Icur  nombre,  par  leurs  richeflTes^  et  par 
teur  potCtron  a  Teg^rd  des  autres  puiflances,  qu^ik  ne 
feuverU  rien  gapur  a  un  bouleverfement  de  P Europe; 
tandis  que  ce  bouleYexfement  pent  creer  une  nouvelle 
puiflance  dominante  qui  lul  enleveroit  tou$  fes  avan- 
tages  dans  la  Mediterranee. 

En  me  refumant,  Citoyens  Direfleurs,  je  cbnclm 
^ue  nous  fommes  trop  eloignes,  et  que  les  evcnemens 
fc  prcflcnt  trop  pour  qu'il  foit  poflible  d'attendre  vos 
ordres  avant  de  prendre  qn  parti,  a  rooins  de  compro- 
loettre  les  laterets  de  la  Republique,  I^i  furetc  ct  la 
gloire  dq  refte  de  Tarmec. 

Qii'infailliblement  il  faudra  ^vacner  TEgyptc,  en 
retablifTant  i  ce  prix  la  paix  et  tous  nos  ancient  ra|>- 
porti  avec  les  Ottomans  et  les  Bacbarefcjuefu 
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Qne  tout  ce  que  vous  avez  a  efperer  maintenan% 
iqiielles  que  foyent  vds  vues  fur  TEgypte^  c*eft,  dans  la 
^  difpojQtion  ou  eft  le  General  Kleber,  qbe  Tevacuation 
foit  retardee  le  plus  poffible  |)ar  les  lenteurs  qu*il 
cherchera  a  apporter  dans  les  negociations>  fl  on  a  le 
bonheur  de  negocier. 

Qu'enfini  fi  I'evacdation  a  lieu  fans  qu*on  puifle 
attendre  vos  ordres,  c*e{l  Itju'elle  aura  ete  in6vitab]e^ 
tt  que  dahs  Tignorance  ou  nous  fommes  ici  de  la  ve» 
ritable  fituation  de  la  France  et  de  TEurope,  cette 
Evacuation  fe  trouve  commandee  par  la  prudence,  et 
ll^accdrd  avec  nos  Interets  politiques. 
* 

Salut  et  refped. 

£.  PousuexQuc. 


Paut  III. 
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IIBEKTY.  EQUALITV: 

I 

FRENCH    REPUBLIC, 

Cairoy  Septembir%%j  *799- 

E.  PoussiELGUE  ♦,  Compt roller  of  the  Expenfes  of  the 
Arniyp  and  Adminiflrator^gemral  of  the  Finances  of 
Bfypt^  to  the  Executive  DiREtroRY. 

Gtizen  Direffors, 

i.  HAVE  been  exclufively  charged,  fince  the  arrival  of 
the  army  in  Egypt^  with  the  adminiftration  of  the 

«  This  is  the  longed  letter  yet  received  from  Egypt)  and,  ia 
itony  rerpe6ts9  the  mod  important.  It  it  no  exaggeration  to 
fay,  that  it  contains  truer  views  of  the  finances,  polity.  Sec.  of 
that  country,  than  mod  of  the  volumes  written  ezprefslf  on  the 
fubjedh  But  it  is  not  in  this  light  alone  that  this  maiteriy  pro- 
diuflion  comes  recommended  to  the  reader ;  it  corroborates  all 
Kleber*s  ftatements ;  it  paints  the  miferies  of  Bonaparte's  de* 
ferted  troops  in  the  mod  forcible  manner;  ami  jt  feems  ex* 
prefsly  drawn  up  (from  an  eliborate  examination  of  fa6ls)  t* 
prepare  the  French  Government  for  the  news  they  will  ibonly 
receive,  either  of  the  toUl  lofs  of  the  •<  Army  of  the  £ad,"  «r 
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finances  I  ao4  of  the  other  defi^ments  conneSed  with 
the  political  economy  of  this  country. 

I  conceive  I  owe  you,  after  the  departure  of  €rene* 
ral  Bonaparte,  and  in  the  critical  fituation  in  which 
be  left  us,  a  concife  but  faithful  reprefentation  of  thei 
obfervation;^  which  I  have  coUe&edi  apd  the  political 
opinions  which  naturally  flaw  frotu  them*  , 

Travellers,  and  even  the  agents  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment, who  have  been  in  Egypt,  have  fo  cordially 
agreed  in  the  exaggerated  ideas  which  they  have  difr 
feminated  rcfpeding  the  natural  riches,  2^d  tl)c  trea* 
furcs  which  this  country  contains,  that  a  refid^nce  of 
fifteen  months,  with  multiplied  refearches,  and  expe- 
riments by  a  great  number  of  enlightened  men,  have 
not  yet  totally  effaced  the  falfe  impreflions  they  ^acl 
§ivenn 

The  ordinary  revenues,  including  the  cuftoms,.  were 
eftimated  from  49  to  50,000,000;  fome  have  even 
carried  them  as  far  a^  6o,c>oo,ooo« 

They  can  only  be  i:eckoned,  in  time  of  Q^ace,,at 
19,000,000 ;  a  fy^.em  of  comrpeiicc  well  managed,, 
and  well  prpt^dled^  might  raUe  them  to  90,ogo,QQO» 

of  Egypt.  This  will  not  come  unexpectedly  on  Bonaparte, 
though,  with  a  diflimiulation  equal  to  his  cruelty,  he  affected  to 
take  no  notice,  in  the  letter  which  ke  Ufi  MUuihiiih  of  znywuitt 
that  might  not  be  removed  by  a  Aipply  of  powder,  &c.  or  any. 
4iSrcS<s  that  n^igtit  not  be  relieved  by  a  company  of  comedians}^ 
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fn  6tne  of  war  (fedi  as  tM  iH  #kidi  w^  h^t  I 
loceiTaatly   engaged)   the   ttyttnts  4o  tot^  bj  anjr 
measis,  exceed  12  or  13,000^000. 

Abundance  fai  Egypt  depends,  ftrft^  on  a  good  NiM,, 
and  ftcondty,  on  the  diftribtitian  of  the  watef :  everf 
^ear  the  canals  muft  be  ckaned  cut,  the  <ttes  re^ 
paired,  and  care  taken  that  none  of  (hem  be  cut  (bootr 
or  later  than  the  conni;ioii  int^reft  appears  to  require* 

The  dl(|ribnti6D  and  th^  mabtettan^e  of  the  cani^a. 
are  very  far  frodi  king  parried  here  to  that  d^ree  of 
ytUity  wh|ch  one  would  expcd  tp  find  in  a  conntiy,^ 
ivhofh  feitiUty  ehtitely  depend^  on  tl^  obfeotalida  0^ 
thcfe  twp  clrctmiftanceV 

Even  when  the  Ki^e  is  goodj^  ^  gr^t  qcontity  of 
land  remains  upcultiyated]|  for  want  of  order  in  cutting 
the  dikes :  but  when  the  Nile  is  bad,  or  middling,  the 
lofs  is  ten  times  greater  than  it  ought  to  be,  becaub 
ill  th6  villages  being  equally  afraid  of  wanting  water,^ 
thole  who  border  on  the  river  bafien,  before  die  propef 
time,  to  cpt  th^  dikes ;  which  is  never  done  without  a^ 
conteft  with  th^  villages  ^tereficd  in  opppfing  it  i  and 
.  by  this  incoiifiderate  methpd  of  proceeding,  a  great  par^ 
of  the  water,  alteady  lo  fcarce,  \%  \oA  without  pro^ 
curing  the  kaft  advanta^. 

But  however  produdive  th^  hacvens  may  be,  they 
cannot,  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  increafe  th^  revenues 
f f  the  Gov^rnm^ntj^  although  it  be  itfelf  proprietor  oj^ 
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tm^WfAi  of  the  Itndt  of  Egjpl  j  while,  on  thf  atfi^ 
iMndy  4  b^  Nik  4tminifltc8  them,  cenfiderably. 

The  Egyptian  fyftei^  of  finai^(:e  it  ef^tfrely  feodU^ 

The  p^^Uaot  pIoQghs  and  (bws  for  hit  own  advantage^ 
fft  confideratip^i  of  a  fixed  rent  wh^ch  he  pays  in 
4(M>ne]r>  pr  in  kiqd,  to  the  proprietor* 

This  rent  n^ay  be  divided  into  three  4iftm£l  heads. 

The  4fin :  this  is  a  kind  of  grqund-rcnt  ^ue  to  the 
Or^nd  Seignior ;  the  proprtotpr  receives  and  pays  it 
Ha  to  the  £flendl  appoii^te^  to  coIleA  it. 

This  iniri,  impofed  on  the  lands,  amounts  to 
3)000,000  livreS)  according  to  all  the  rent^roil^ 
frhich  fell  I^to  my  l^ands^ 

The  fccond  kind  of  rent  is  tailed  Fats;^  It  is  the 
quit-rent,  or  neat  income,  originally  appropriated  to 
the  proprietor :  it  aq^oontt,  like  the  former,  for  all  the 
4andSj(  thc^e  of  Goye^ment  included,  to  3,ooo^oQp. 

The  tl^^j^d  kind  is  called  Baranly  or  Moudafi  it  i& 
compofed,  firft,  of  an  over-charge  of  incoine,  laid  on, 
by  th^  proprietor  by  way  of  fupplcment  to  the  fais. 
Secondly,  of  extraordinary  re^uifitions  of  every  kind,^ 
ipade  on  the  village,  either  of  money  or  of  produce, 
'i^'hirdlj^  of  cxj)en(cs  caufed  by  the  paffagc  of  the 
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to  tte  6t0vernment:  taking  the  whole  as  eqaivaknt  to 
I>000)000  quintals  of  good  wheat,  at  3  Itvies  10  foh 
each>  it  will  amount  to  3,500,000  livres. 

From  this  muft  be  deduftcd  850,000  for  the  ex- 
penfcs  of  colliding  and  carrying,  which  amount  to 
17  fols  for  cvcry^  quintal  delivered  at  Cako :  there 
remain  then  2^650,000  livres. 

In  time  of  peace  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms  and  of 
the  other  indired  duties  is  ufually  ftated  at  about 
•5>ooo,ooo. 

The  Mint  produces  750,000, 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  revenues  of  the 
Govemmentin  time  of  peace  will  be  19,^00,000  livres; 
but  ii>  the  ftate  of  war  in  which  we  are,  the  cuftoms 
and  indired  revenues  do  not  produce  more  tbaa 
19500,000. 

The  grain  of  Upper  Egypt  which  is  not  fold  on 
the  fpot,  and  which  we  have  not  fufficient  means  to 
<bring  down  the  country,  will  not  produce  more  thaa 
•a  million. 

The  difcharges  that  muft  be  given  to  the  villages 
for  the  lands  not  watered,  will  amount  to  more  than 
1,500^000. 

There  muft  ftill  be  deducted  a  number  of  charges 
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md  i^ni^oAs  grtnted  tft  the  cawoixf$  ioi  m%kk  ift 
have  been  obliged  to  MfUtnoe;  the catpmles of  the 
caravan  to  Mecca>  which  were  partif  fut>plie4  by  vm 
laft  year,  and  which  muft  be  WhbUy  fo»  this ;  the 
cttpeofet  of  the  Divans  of  the  Pfovinces,  and  of 
the  Janiflaries  of  the  Country:  all  thefe  will  takit 
off  nearlj  3,0oo>ooo» 

tt  is  not  poffible,  then,  16  take  the  fevenUe^  iLpftt^ 
]^iated  to  the  army  at  more  tfian  9  or  lo/>oo,ooo  ;  of 
this  Turn  there  only  remains  about  2,000,000  to  bb 
obtained  frooi  this  period  to  the  20th  of  December 
next* 

General  Bdrtdparte  levied  in  tli^  fird  motlths  of  our 
arrival  on  the  different  nations^  and  oft  the  mercliatitsi 
about  4,oM,ooo  Itvres  of  extfaofcKtiary  cotttriba- 
ttons.  He  olfo  laid  a  dcttv  of  two-fifths  of  a  yeai^ 
revenue  on  the  landed  property  ef  individuals,  wbicb 
brought  in  about  1,200,000. 

Tlicfe  expedients  are  Worfi  out*  N«  ittore  ettni- 
ordinary  contributions  cati  be  looked  for  in  a  country 
Where  all  trade  iias  been  at  an  eflid  for  niodteeii 
months^  The  money  of  the  Chriftians  is  enhaufled  ; 
we  cannot  aik  the  Turks  for  any  without  occdioning 
a  revolt,  and,  befides,  we  fliould  in  no  cafe  obtain  it« 
The  money  is  hid  ^  and  the'Turks,  fiill  more  tbath 
the  Chriitians,  fuiFer  themfelves  to  be  loiptifiMed^  to 
be  beaten  in  the  moft  cruel  manner;  nay,  som£  of 

TH£M    HAVE   EVEN     SUFFERXD  THEIR   HBAX>S    Tfl^ 
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BE    CUT    OFF    RATMtR    THAN    DISCOVEE    WIURB 
tH£Y  HAD  C0K4CEALBP  tHEfX  TMASVRXS*! 

The  coUcAioQ  of  the  Fevenues  begins  in  H oveinbef 
for  th^  ztce^grounds ;  {n  Januaiy  for  the  hnd  appto* 
priated  to  wheat,  and  Other  articles  which  pay  in 
money  i  and  in  Jane  for  thole  which  ply  in  kind» 

The  pea£intry  are  ftill  more  tenadous  of  their 
money  than  the  inhahitam«  9f  the  towns ;  they  nevct 
pay  hut  when  thqr  a^e  abfolutely  forced  to  it,  and 
even  then  fous  by  fous :  their  money  is  hid,  their  pro- 
duce and  ihefr  other  pmperty  buried  in  the  ground; 
tkey  know  they  nutft  pay  at  laft,  and  that  by  doing  U 
vobintarily,  and  at  the  tegular  perjods,  they  might 
fave  them&lifes  from  thofe  violcDt  assures  whicn 
jdways  coi  them  doabto,  or  ruin  them,  TNf  prefer 
waitisg  for  a  «otuo)ii  of  troops;  if  they  fee  them  com4 
ing,  Aay  imdiediat^y  iee  with  ifieir  wives,  their  cUU 
dren,  a|id  their  cattle ;  and  thr  feldiers  find  nothing 
at  their  an'ival  but  n  nvmber  of  empty  hoveb.  If 
cKpy  fiiocy  tbemiiilves  fi^ong  enough  to  refift^  they 

^  This  moft  admlnlble  j^an  of  tax*gsfthel-ing,  nvhidi  Sena* 
psite  hs»4otV9dvi^  yrlih  fiichieclat  into  Egypt  (dps  country, 
which,  ss  he  fays,  he  went  tP€ivili2<fti>ctenU|{htcn),  thp«;g)i 
worthy  of  his  unbounded  talents  for  iinanse,  la  not  of  his  iavea* 
tion ;  lie  acquired  the  knowledge  of  h  during  his  apprenticelhip 
uiHler  Robefpierre,  who,  with  his  wpmed  facetio^acfi,  ufed  tp 
|Sll  the  optration  of  the  gpilhHins,  (^iiriMQi 
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jJrcvfcnt  the  colleAing  of  the  taxes  dtiring  the  eight 
months  in  which  the*  country  is  not  inundated;  it  ii 
thb  period  when  the  Arabs  undertake  their  predatory 
incuriions,  when  landings  are  made  on  the  coafis^ 
and  when  we  are  threatened  with  attacks  from  every 
quarter.  ■  It  then  becomes  neceflary  for  tjs  tb  be  Con- 
tinually fighting ;  and  a  column  of  troopi  has  (cared 
bcguil  to  move  forward,  before  h  is  compdled  to  fell 
back,  in  OTd6t  to  puniffik  the  revolted  vlUagesj  or  t& 
expel  the  Mameloucs  and  the  Arabs ! 

The  colledion  of  grain  is  ftiil  more  difficult.  Like 
tlie  ta5^  iii  fpecie,  it  is  abfolutely  rieceftary  to  compel 
the  villages,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonel^  to  pay  what  is 
due ;  it  muft  then  be  taken  to  the  magazines  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nile,  embarked  in  boilts,  smd  feht  down 
the  river  to  Cairo. 

When  the  two  firft  difficulties  are  overcome,  the 
third,  more  difficult  than  either,  flill  remains,  on 
account  of  the  fmall  number  of  boats  which  can  be 
found  for  thefe  convoys,  and  the  Ihort  time  they 
can  be  ufed,  which  is  only  during  the  four  months  in 
which  the  Nile  is  navigable.  Since  our  arrival  a 
prodigious  number  of  boats  have  been  cut  up  and  burnt 
for  want  of  other  fuel*;  thefe  neither  have,  nor  can 


*  The  ezafperttion  of  the  Motives  only  could  follow  the  waatoa 
abufe  of  the  faraicure  and  ornaments  of  the  palacef)  of  Rome,  for  fuel. 
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tumfiilds  cf  the  people  Oil  khe  oocafioH  has  already 
produced  Igoie  degree  of  fi^roieotalioo ! 

tn  defpite  df  all  tbefe  difagreeable  eircumftances^ 
there  warlaft  year  fome  fpecie  in  the  country  $  fome 
bad  been  brought  in  by  the  coounerce  of  the  precede* 
ing  year ;  and  yct|  wbm  M$mpart9  left  us,  then  uwv 
Vi9ri  dum  lOyOOOiOOO  JliU  due  to  tie  atmy^  ^  which  the 
mere  fof  tf  the  ireofk  emutwted  te  4,000,000. 

At  prefent  the  fpecie  has  entirely  difappeared  i 
nothing  is  now  to  be  feen  but  raedins,  *  which  circus 
late  from  band  to  hand  with  inconceivable  rapi« 
dityl 

^  A  copper  coin  of  nearly  the  value  of  an  tsi^(h  YaXtptsMf.  kef* 
ii  a  lameouble  CiUing  ofiPfrom  the  louii,  with  which  former  letters 
reprefented  the  Fiench  as  playing  at  dtcks  and  droits  !  ^That  can  have 
become  of  the  20,000^000  livres  which  Bonaparte  affiimed  to  the  Di- 
r«6kiry  his  Ibldicrs  hid  foond  on  chc  bodies  of  the  Mameloucs,  killed  at 
the  **  Battle  of  the  Pyramids  ?"  Uuntpud  ConeJ^fondtHee ,  Part  i^ 
|>p.  (4,  166.)  It  cannot  hare  foand  its  way  to  France,  liknlcfs  in  the 
pockets  of  Bonapaite  :  and  even  thb  may  rcafonably  be  doubted,  (ince 
both  Pouf&tlgue  and  Dugua  feem  to  hint  that  this  renowned  Geneial 
before  his  flight  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  robbing  the  military 
cbeft. 

But  to  Tetnm  to  the  ao,ooo,ooo  livres :  fhall  It  be  faid  that  the  Ma^ 
iiwIiMn  iccot^ed  them  again  on  the  bodies  of  the  French  they  have 
Ullfid  ?  The  one  is  jaft  as  likely  as  the  other  :  and  body  Ibr  body  (fef 
no  advantage  is  meant  to  be  taken  of  the  fuperior  numbers  Of  the  lattct 
that  have  fallen),  there  is  little  hazard  in  maintaining  that  the  Mame« 
loQcs  have  found  as  many  lo«is  as  the  French. 
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Thii  coin  bears  but  little  more  tl^an  a  thitd  o^  the 
intrinflc  value  of  the  other  coins.  Before  the  war, 
Spanifh  dollars  were  brought  here  in  abandance,  and 
the  medins  canied  away  2  at  prefeot  the  ddllars  are 
all  taken  off  by  the  coffee-trade  with  Yemen,  where 
they  are  fent  to  the  mint,  and  melted  down ;  fo  that, 
like  the  gold  coin»  they  become  more  yahiable  asthey 
become  more  fcarcci  and  the  medins  more  plentifbl. 
The  confeqoence  of  this  is,  a  rife  in  the  price  of  every 
article,  and  a  number  of  obftacles  in  the  circulation 
of  ca(h. 

The  prelent  fuperabun dance  of  all  the  mercantile 
ph'oduiSions  of  Egypt,  arlfmg  from  the  total  ceflatiori 
of  foreign  trade*  is  a  circumftance  ftill  more  dilagreea- 
ble  :  it  will  complete  the  ruin  of  this  country  ;  for  the 
villages  being  obliged  to  pay  us  always  the  fame  fams, 
and  unable  either  to  export,  or  to  find  a  market  for, 
their  produce  at  home,  will  fpeedily  fee  their  inhabit- 
ants reduced  to  the  laft  ftage  of  mifery  ;  while  the 
army,  which  had  fo  much  di faculty  to  procure  money 
» while  there  was  yet  fomc  in  the  country,  will  ihorlly 
be  deprived  of  it  altogether. 

The  military  chcfl  is  always  empty;  and  for  t 
cooiiderable  period  to  come,  we  have  not  the  moft 
diilant  profpeft  of  receiving  more  than  2  or  300,000 
livres  a  month,  while  the  ordinary  expenfes  amount 
to  mote  than  1,300,000  fot  the  fame  fpaCc  of  time  -|-. 

f  This  paragcaph  is  io  pal{tab1e  a  tontradt^on  of  the  account  deli- 
▼eicd  in  by  Bonaparte  to  the  Ltgiflative  G>inmiflion«,  and  at  the  (mmc 
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The  natives  of  this  country,  notwithftanding  their 
frequent  infui;rcftions,  may  be  confider^  ;is  a  mild 
and  tradable  people;  but  they  ^annot  be  ttuftcd  ;  they 
arc  beiides  very  far  from  loving  us,  although  they 
have  been  treated  with  more  kindnefs  than  was  ever 
yet  (hown  to  any  conquered  people  *  I!{ 

time  fo  confQPmt  tQ  the  /Utcraems  of  Kl^bc^,  Dugu^,  &c.  ihat  if  th* 
GiSfieral  be  not  incapably  of  (ham^^  h^  muft  fii^  "with  confuilon  at  th^ 
fi^t  of  it. 

It  appears  from  the  official  pape^s^that  be  made  thofe  Gommiffioat 
grant  a  credit  to  the  Minifter  of  War  of  12,000,000  livres  for  the  army 
in  Egypt,  afluring  them  at  the  fame  time  that  this  vote  **  ¥(ould  be  no 
harden  on  the  French  finance,  m  ampie  pmvifioH  vuu  alreaJj  madt  out  of 
the  rroeime  ofEgjpt^  ^fi^^y  ^^  ^^^  towtft, 

li\  this  manner  did  he  render  nugatory  the  only  profpeH  of  r^Iiefheld 
out  to  the  troops  whom  he  had  abandoned,  and  this  too,  when  he  knew 
the  depth  of  mifery  into  which  he  had  plunged  them,  and  which  he 
inpreafed  to  the  ntmoft  of  his  power  hy  taking  with  hiYa  the  bA  fu~ 
t)iing  of  the  miliu^y  cheft* 

*  Thefc  traffaile  Egyptians  muft  fure\y  bf  thp  moft  pcrvcrfe  mule^ 
that  ever  exifted !  To  revolt  againft  the  French,  who  ufe  them  more 
kindly  than  any  conquered  people  was  ever  ufed ;  ,who  only  **  cut 
^eir  heads  off,"'  to  obtain  their  money,  and  M  point  their  bayonets  ai 
their  breafts,"  tp  make  them  give  up  every  thing  etfe,  argltes  a  degree 
of  ingratitude  equal  to  the  infenfibility  they  all  ihow  in  not  loving  fuch 
exq;ttiiite  bepefaaors !  and  of  which  Pooffielgue,  fo  feelingly  complains. 

Serioufly,  what  muft  be  the  tKatment  iHiSth  they  undergo,  to  force  fo 
mild  a  people  to  fuch  frequent  revolts  ?  and  what  muft  be  the  inhumaa 
infolence  of  the  French,  to  give  fuch  a  name  to  thofe  natural  cz- 
preffions  of  indignation  at  the  barbaro«s  rapacity  of  their  tyr^ts  I 
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The  difference  of  manners,  that  extremely  import* 
ant  one  of  language,  and,  above  all,  their  religion, 
form  obftaclcs  of  the  mod  infuperable  nature  to  every 
thing  like  a  fincere  afFe£lion, 

They  hate  the  government  of  the  Mameknics ;  they 
dread  the  yoke  of  Conftantinople ;  but  they  will  never 
be  brought  to  endure  ours  but  in  the  hope  of  oltiaiately 
fhaking  it  off.  The  only  favour  they  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  grant,  is,  to  allow  us  the  preference  of  all  th^ 
mKionswhi^  thby  cait  Ctiriftims^ 

We  have  here,  on  every  fide  of  iis^  ton  thouf^iui 
iecret  enemies  to  one  open  friend ! 

We  had  fucc^eded  in  maintaining  a  good  intelli-* 
|;^uce  with  the  Cberif  of  Mecca;  and  tl)e  lettera 
which  be  wrote  to  Bonaparte, and  my  (elf  had  quieted 
for  an  inftant  the  confcienpes  of  the  Moffiilmen  in 
this  country :  but  we  conjcf^urCy  from  fome  fpies 
which  he  has  fent  to  Cairo  fincc  the  arrival  of  the 
Grand  Vizier  at  Damafcusj  that  be  bos  changed  bis 
opinion,  ;md,  iit  confequence  of  the  infiauacions  of 
the  Engtifli,  who  have  a  force  in  the  Red  Sea,  gone 
over  to  our  cneraicst 

W^  had  jiyooo  offb^¥e  nden  at  our  arrivgl  in 

*  *«  They  crfl,"  HI  wdl  put  itr— for  it  is  Wcdy  that  the  Egyptians 
have  fafien  into  Uie  hmt  error  ^  tike  poor  ^ruvians,  y/po  took 
(^luilban  to  be  f3moniinous  with  Spani%i4' 
I 
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Egypt.  There  were  tf>ert  only  Mamclocrcs  arrc?  Arabs 
IQ  fight ;  ani  yet  thefe  conftanrtly  aai  cxclafivcljr 
occupied  the  whole  attention  of  the  army  to  the  end 
of  January. 

At  prcfcnt  the  Mameloiics,  though  difpcrfcd,  arc 
noewitbfiandii^  almofi  all  in  extfieoce;  and  may, 
iRfheneYcr  tbt  attention  of  the  army  fhzM  be  othcrwife 
occTjpicd^  reunite  with  the  «tnioft  promptitudes  they 
have  only  loft  four  or  five  inferioi  chiefs  ;  tl>e  prin- 
cipal ones  who  lemain  are  ftill  powerful^  and  have 
a  conftderable  degree  of  intereft. 

The  Arabs  are  not  ^i  all  dimininied;  they  hate  os 
as  much  as  they  did  at  our  arrival ;  and  their  wan- 
dering kind  of  life  renders  i;rs  no  objefts  of  apprehtn- 
fion  to  thenu 

When  we  firft  landed^  the  Egyptians  bcJievcd,  as 
WE  TOLi>  THEM,  that  it  was  wrth  the  ctnfint  of  iht 
Grand  SignioTy  and  they  fubmttted  with  more  docility : 
at  prcfent  they  are  perifcAly  conYinced  of  the  con- 
trary. Thofe  who  appear  to  be  in  our  intereft  con- 
ceive themfclves  authorized^  by  our  lie,  to  betray 
us;  tl>ey  will  certainly  do  it  foi  the  firft  CKTcafion*;  and 


*  Can  Pdufftclgue  wonder  that  a  people  fck  fffcfsly  dccctt ed  ffionrfd 
fed  the  wUh  of  deceiving  ta  tbcir  tufn  ?    He  b  too  fe«£iblc  a  olio  B^t 

Part  III.  T 
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their  hearts  were  bpunding  with  joy  whaa  the  lan4- 
ing  took  place  at  Aboukir  in  Auguft  lail. 


But  when  to  thefe  numerous  enemies,  in  the  midft 
of  whom  we  live,  are  added  tbofe  from  without;  when 
the 'Grand  Vizier,  with  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Ottoman  Court,  is  ailembling  all  the  forces  of  the 
lilmpire  to  attack  us  in  diilerent  points  at  once,  by 
land  and  fea,  affifted  too  by  England  and  Ruffia ; 
when  he  calls  upon  all  the  people  of  this  country  to 
rife  againft  \is ;  aod  finally,  when  the  few  Arabs 
whom  he  had  attached  to  us  leave  us  to  go  over  to 
him;  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcover  that  our  fituation 
is  defperate ! 

The  enemy  lofcs  a»  army;  he  raifes  another  in- 
ftantly.  He  was  beaten  at  Mount  Tabor,  two 
months  after  he  was  beaten  at  Aboukir ;  the  fame 
period  Is  elapfed,  and  he  is  again  ready  to  be  beaten 
at  Salahieh  !  But  every  vidory  carries  off  fomr  of 
our  beft  troops,  and  their  lofi  cannot  ke  repair  id.     A  de<.. 

FEAT  WOULD  ANNIHILATE  Us    ALL  TO    THE    LAST 


to  affure  himfclf,  if  he  rdlcfts  for  a  moment,  that  the  fyftcm  of  fraud 
beg^un  by  thera&lires^  will  be  propsgttod  to  idl  uoand  them.  Fidetity 
*nd  attachment  can  never  cuniift  with  that  inveterate  fyftcm  of  falfe* 
hood  which  has  marked  the  commencement  and  progrefs  of  the  whole 
coodad  of  France  towardi  Egypt. 

Kon  bene  c6iiveniunt,  nee  in  un4  fede  morantv* 
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MAN;  AND  HOWEVER  BRAVE  THE  ARMV  MAY 
BE,  IT  CANNOt  LONd  AVE^lt  THAT  FATAL 
tVENT  ! 


The  wai"  has  deprived  us  of  a  number  of  excellent 
officers,  fuch  as  General  Caffareiri,  General  Dommar- 
tin,  General  Boii,  General  Rambault,  and  General 
Dupuis;  it  has  alfo'  deprived  us  of  almoft  the  whole 
torps  of  Engineers-^,  and  oiF  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  Chiefs  of  Brigade^  bbth  of  infantry  arid 
cavalry.  Several,  able  Geiierals  have  left  ti9^  and 
Bonaparte  hai  tafken  five  with  him* 

The  army,  without  clothes^  and,  above  alf,  without 
arms,  and  without  floies  of  any  kind,  reduced  to  lefs 
thah  two.  thirds  of  its  original  nuoibers,  has  now  nd 
mor^  than  eleven  thoufand  men  capable  of  taking  the 
field,  although  about  thirteen  or  fourtcfen  thoufand 
appear  under  a^ms ;  this  is  owing  to  the  appearance 
bf  a  great  number  of  foldiers  at  the  roH-cati,  wha 


f  This  corroborates  a  ilrikiilg  paflkgc  ift  a  letter  of  tacu^e,  an  officer 
of  tttis  corp8|  to kis' uncle.  Infeitepted  t^nrefpoftdetYce^  Part  11.  p.  13  c. 

The  concloiion  of  this  paragraph  convdys  a  tacit  reproach  to  B»t»« 
pane  for  depriving  an  army  fo  citcum(lanccd>  of  its  General^.  That  he 
wdald  take  Bcrthier  wkh  him,  there  were  ilrong  rcaibrs  foj  believing  j 
but*it  does  not  appear  why  fbur  Others  fhould  be  fele^d  ti)  (hare  the 
difgmce  oC  his  fUgfat,  unlds  it  were  to  iticecafe  che  difllcUkfis  of  Ki^Ut, 
and  the  dcfposdeacy  of  the  army. 

T  a 
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prefer^  fick  and  wounded  as  tbejr  ace,  doing  duty  at 
their  quarters  to  flaying  in  the  hofpitals  or  in  (Ih: 
depots.  When  they  are  wanted  to  march  a  little  far* 
ther  than  ufual,  or  to  fight,  the  fofce  they  have  put 
upon  themfelvcs  inftantly  appears.  Wounds,  ophthal- 
mles,  dyfenteries,  and  other  diCcafcs  not  lefc  common 
here,  have  abfolutely  difabled  the  reft  of  the  army. 

Even  thofe  who  are  in  a  condkion  to  march  are  ex- 
haufted  by  fatigue,  enfeebled  by  the  dimate,  and  the 
wounds  and  iicknefles  which  they  have  endured  \  and 
their  courage  is  proportionably  diminished. 

With  this  handful  of  men;  we  have  to  cover  five 
hundred  leagues  of  country^;  overawe  three  millions 
of  inhabitants,  who  may  be  reckoned  as  fo  many 
enemies ;  and  garrifon  the  holds  and  fortrefles  of  Alex- 
andria, Roletta,  Rahmanie,  Gizeh,  Benifuef,  Medine, 
Miniety  Siout,  Girge,  Kene,  Cofleir,  Cairo,  Suez, 
Mitt  KaoVar,  Salahieh,  £1  Ari(ch,  Bilfaeis,  Catieh, 
Damietta,  Manfora,  Semenoud,  and  £1  Benouf.  Should 
the  Grand  Vizier  attack  us,  we  ca'Hnol  oppofe  more 
than  five  orfix.tbouland  men  to  all  the  Ottoman  forces 
which  will  be  at  his  difpofal ;  and  fliould  he  attack  us 
in  two  places  at  once,  he  will  penetrate  into  the  coun- 
try without  a  pofllbllity  on  our  fide  of  preventing  him  : 
this  woqld  certainly  have  happpni^  to  General  Bona* 
parte,  if  the  Turks,  while  they  were  landing  at  Abou- 
kir,  had  made  the  Syrian  army  advance  upon  Egypt! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OHIGISfAL    LETTERS.  I41 

Ifl  three  ofk>nths  %?c  fliaU  be  obliged  to  encounter, 
a  feGoiid  time,  ttval  dcArudUYe  malady  the  pbguc, 
which  may  m^e  dreadful  havoc  amoogft  us  :  tlus  hor« 
riblc  profpeft  difmays  the  ftouteft  hearts. 

To  put  tile  fintflitng  hand  to  our  tnisfortimes,  the 
Nile  of  this  year  has  been  extremely  bad,  liaving  flowed 
off*  fuddenly,  and  before  the  lands  could  be  inundated 
In  due  fucceflion  ^  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  draw  any 
contribution  from  the  villages  which  have  not  received 
their  water,  anc|  we  are  threatened  with  the  moft 
fj-ightful  miierj ! 

There  is  not  a  loldier,  not  ati  officer,  not  a  ^aeral 
who  does  not  moft  carneftly  long  to  return  to  France; 
perfuaded,  as  they  all  are,  that  they  are  facrificing 
here,  without  any  advantage  to  their  country,  their 
healths,  and  their  lives ! 

However,  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  things  ia 
France,  and  confidering  that  for  more  than  fifteen 
months  it  has  AOt  been  pofTible  to  fend  us  any  adift- 
ance,  it  is  clear  that  wc  mufl  forego  the  hope  of  having 
it  in  any  time  to  do  us  fervice,  efpecialiy  as  the  favour- 
able feafon  has  now  been  fuffercd  to  pafs  by. 

The  army  faw  with  plcafure  General  Kleber  at 
thcix  head  after  the  departure  of  General  Bonaparte ;  no 
one  is  more>capable  of  infpiring  them  witli  conGdeoce 
and  eHeem^  « 
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But  he  is  full  of  honour,  and  of  nobte  prkle  \  and 
the  more  {enfible  he  is  of  the  difficulty  of  the  taflt  thu.4 
left  him,  the  OMNfe  feavM  he  wiH  be  of  IHtening  td 
ientiments  tmperroofly  didated  bj  circumftaoces,  and 
the  immediate  intereft  of  the  army,  but  which  might 
fbme  time  hence  be  attributed,  perhaps,  to  timi^ 
dity. 

Not  having  the  fame  refponfibility  oh  me,  1  aili 
not  afraid^  Citizen  Direftors,  to  lay  before  you  the 
naked  truth ;  and  be  aiTured  chat,  however  flrong  the 
reprefentation  I  have  juft  made,  you  would  find  it  but 
feeble  and  imDerfeft,  if  the  limits  of  a  letter  would 
allow  me  to  crOcr  into  greater  details. 

Egypt  is  a  very  fine  country ;  our  dreadful  fituation 
in  it  is  merely  the  eSed  of  circumftances*  It  proves 
only  that  we  are  arrived  too  foon,  and  that  the  time  is 
not  yet  come  for  us  to  eftablifh  ourfelves* 


There  is  not  a  doubt  but  that  if  we  were  peJceaMd 
maflers  of  Egypt,  we  might  in  a  few  years  entirely 
jettove  a  great  part  of  the  evils  whic^  infeft  and  deib« 
late  it,  fuch  as  the  plague  and  the  Arabs ;  and  give  ta 
agriculture  and  commerce  a  new  adivity,  which  (hould 
reftore  this  country  to  its  ancient  fplendour.  This 
would  render  it  one  of  the  fineft  colonies  in  the  worlds 
which  would  fpeedily  become  the  centre  of  univedal 
cfNiunerce. 
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But  Egypt  is  bounded  by  two 
the  Mediterranean)  and  by  defer 

It  is  neceffary  to  have  a  powei 

condition  of  approaching  it  at  pi 
to  be  enabled  to  proted  its  com 
th^  advantages  which  it  holds  01 

The  French  Republic  is  at  p 
it  will  be  yet  a  long  time  befoi 
one  capable  of  contending  with 

To  pretend  to  prefcnre  Egyp 
means  of  fending  thither,  and  o 
our  convoys  of  every  kind,  is 
(elves  to  the  hazard  of  being  co 
to  Ruflia  or  England,  who,  unde 
lis  from  it,  will  eftaUifli  theti 
footi  take  efi«£tual  meafures  to  i 
ever. 

We  might,  indeed,  ftill  mainta 
had  the  pcrmiflion  of  the  Porte ;  fc 
poflible  to  obtain  it  before  oui 
ftill  lefs  fo  now,  when  the  Pof 
the  Ruffians  and  EngUA :  and 
trary  to  all  appearances,  difpofe 
fiderations,  to  fuflfer  us  to  occup 
the  English  would  never  be  indu 
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Wl^en  the  expetiition  to  Egypt  looR  place,  wc  vrerc 
at  peace  on  the  CofUmciTt;   w-c  had   ftill  a*  conSv^ 
derable  fragment  of  our  naval  force  in  the  Meditcr- 
laoeaii ;  sikI  we  were  in  pofTcffion  of  the  wliok;  of 
Jltaly^    CorfU)    and  Malta;      a    liope,    too^  might 
have  b^en  indulged  that  we  fhould  oht jiin  the  confeftt 
of  th^  Porte^  at  Iqai^  tacitly ;   and  tlius  we  fliauid 
bare  gained  the  end  we  propofed,  agalnft  theEngiifti ; 
for  it  is  my  opinion^  with  that  of  all  the  worId>  that 
our  proper  view  was,  by  alarming  them  for  the  fafety 
of  their  Indian  j^iTeffionSj  to  force  them  into  a  peace, 
advantageous  for  the  Republic^  by  making  the  eva<- 
cuation  of  Egypt  an  objeil  of  compenfiition  for  the 
reflitatlo^t  which  we  ihould  in  that  cafe  have  re- 
quired t 

But  van  fatal  engagement  op  ABauKrR  mriN- 
Si>.A£iL.ouR  HOPES.  It  prevonted  irs  fron»  receiving  the 
i€p)ain4er  o£  the  forces  which  were  defti ned  f^  us. ;  it 
left  the  field  free  for  theEnglifh  to  perfuade  the  Porte 
to  declare  war  again  ft  us;  it  rekindled  that  which 
was  lordly  extinguifhed  with  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many ;  it  opened  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Ruflians^ 
aad  planted  them  on  our  frontiers;  it  occafioned  the 
lofs  of  Italy,  and  the  invaluable  pofleflions  in  the 
Adciatic,  which  we  owed  to  the  fuccQ&ful  campaigns 
of  Boftaparte ;  .and  finally,  it  at  once  rendered  abor- 
tive all  our  projects,  fince  it  was  no  longer  poffiWe  for 
ms  to  dream  of  giving  the  Englifh  any  uneafincfs  io 
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India  :  add  to  this,  that  the  people  of  Egypt  whom  we 
wifiied  to  confider  as  friends  and  allies,  inftantaneoufly 
became  our  enemies,  and,  entirely  futrounded  as  we 
were  by  the  Turks,  we  found  ourfelves  engaged  in  ^ 
mod  difficult  defenfive  war,  without  a  glimpfe  of  the 
llighteft  future  advantage  to  be  derived  from  it  *• 

At  prefent  we  can  no  longer  flatter  ourfelves  that 
the  Engliih  will  be  prevailed  on  to  agree  to.  an-equU 
v^lent  in  thp  article^  of  pea^,  f9ir  tbi^  ev^CHatiw  of 


*  This  U  a  moft  magnificent  defcription  of  the  immenfe  adnmtages 
derived  to  the  common  caufe  of  Europe,  f^rom  the  glorious  victory  of 
Lord  Ndfon.  It  \s  the  more  honourable  for  this  country,  as  it  comen 
from  the  untbfpeAed  teftimony  of  an  enemy,  who  had  nothing  but  iruAi 
and  the  real  interefts  of  France  in  view,  when  he  drew  it  up.  It  difiers 
a  little,  ix  muft  be  confefled,  from  the  ingenious  iUtement  handed  about 
by  the  friends  of  France  in  this  country  with  fnch  prodigious  appl^ufe, 
and  which  the  reader  may  poffibly  h^ye  feen.  In  that,  all  the  advantaget 
were,  0/  cttnfi^  placed  on  the  fide  of  France,  who  wasHmade  debtor 
(for  it  was  quite  a  matter  of  calculation)  for  eleven  fail  of  the  line^^iMf 
/M  higklf  valued \  and  creditor  for  the  whole  of  Tufcany  and  Naples; 
which,  it  appeared,  left  a  balancc^of  feveral  mUlions  AerUng,'  imrt 
ixc^edp  in  her  favour!  It  is  probable  that  (he  never  received  them: 
but  this  detra6b  nothing  from  the  good  will  of  her  friends,  who,  01^ 
looking  wiftfully  acrofs  the  water,  have  often  found  caufe  to  cry  out 
with  Helena, 


-'tis  pity 


That  vnfiittg  -mill  had  not  a  body  in't 
Which  might  be  felt :  that  wis,  the  pmrr  firi^ 
Whofe  hafn  ftaxa  doihnt  11s  up  in  wJKuy 
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Egypt.  •  For^  in  the  firft  place»  they  kltiow  per  fed]/ 
m^eli  the  degree  of  weakpefs  and  want  to  which  we  are 
reduced)  »nd  which  renders  it  impoffible  to  undertake 
any  thing  againft  them  t  and  ip  the  fecood,  that  e^en 
if  we  ihould  receive  faccours  (which  they  will  ufe 
^very  means  in  their  power  to  prevent),  we  fhoold 
not,  on  that  account,  be  a  jot  farther  advanced  while 
wc  have  the  Turks  to  contend  with  ;  and  while  they 
are  allured  that  the  Porte  will  hot  m^ke  peace  without 
their  confent,  or  without  ftipolating  that  the  preli- 
minary arttcle  for  terminating  the  war,  lliall  be  the 
evacuation  of  Egypt* 

Under  this  point  of  view,  our  plan  has  totally 
fiulad;  in  as  much  as  it  can  no  longer  zSkA  the 
Engtifli;  and  thus,  neither  as  a  conqueft  nor  a 
colony,  can  there  bei^ny  farther  pr(;tencc  for  keeping 
poiTefllon  of  Egypt. 

^ut  there  is  yet  another  confideration ;  It  is,  that 
U  we  delay  entering  into  a  treaty  (fuch  ts  the  date  of 
Weaknefs  to  which  we  ^ft  already  reduced),  there  is  rea, 
fon  to  fear  that  we  fliall  be  too  late  ^  that  the  remainder 
af  the  army  will  perifb,  or  that  we  (faall  be  obliged  to 
evacuate  the  country  without  any  conditions  at  all : 
while,  on  the  contrary,  we  haye  it  at  prefent  in  our 
power  to  make  it  the  price  of  peace  with  the  Ottoman 
Empire  and  the  Bailiary  Suiaa^  the  ftredgdieiuog  our 
idd  ponpexions  with  ConftamfAdp^  and  ^eftftning  iq 
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the  Levant  that  exclufive  commerce  which  we  onct 
enjoyed* 

'This  treaty^  to  which  run  £NGtl9H  mcst  i% 
ADMITTED  AS  A  f  ARTY,  Will  Be  t  preparatory  flep 
to  that  peace  which  it  is,  -at  length,  inore  than  timf 
to  conclude  with  them  *•  It  will  infallibly  induce 
Ruflia  to  declare  war  againft  the  Forte,  and  caufe  t 
diverffon  of  the  m^ft  important  kitid  in  our  afiairs  ia 
Europe  §  lew  might  win  hope  U  reiak  iy  it  what  tur 
luwi  Icfi  in  ih0  AMitirtaman. 


*  This  ADHtsiioNy  which  Fouffidgdfi  pfono^ncet  lndifpenfii)>l«y 
and  Ml  whidh  h«  ^hxrcUsfvlth  ibeh  ctrne'ftneft  towards  the  ODndofiott 
of  his  moft  tdminble  letter»  iriiefl  wholly,  or  ia  ^Bim^mtt  fram  IM 
hopelds  condittoa  of  th«  naval  foroa  of  Fiance. 

'  Bcl><9  i<  ^  ^Ic^i  iB^  ^  4fiHltt|r  enoaated,  or  aat  m  omi  o^ 
the  Anny  of  ihe  Eaft  will  lie  left  attte :  it  bacoeiei  therefiwa  a  ooa^ 
fidcration  of  the  next  importiaipe  to  prefierve  u  much  of  the  ftd  ft^ 
mains  of  It  as  poflSMe ;  and  this  can  only  be  done  bj  the  neatiaUty 
or  ademUhip  qf  the  Bngltti.  Thai  aaother  lugM?ft  Ceneial  Qf  aiMhec 
tbera  ha,  haia  eiMNiij^  to  <«Q|k  aiWQr  lioai  httpDftUkaa.aiidaagMfc 
Uiief]  majji  as  Booapatie  did*  eflp6^  his  eCa^pe»  is  tu  fiqn  Mf^ 
Impoffible ;  bat  the  attempt  is  hawtfdons,  and  the  fliame  (whiA 
eren  fhcceft  cannot  leiftn)  Aich  aa  a  foldier  of  hoaaur  woald  father 
difta  fhoi^had  daaiha  Aaa  I 


With  a  numfroas  flaet  af  tiantjpocta,  boarcM,  fb  Ml  aad  m^ 
prepared  a«  thofe  In  the  porta  of  Alexandria,  fli^t  ttnft  be  efidaot^ 
bopdcaOi,  and  faideed  Impraaical^  even  if  thaie  wera  not  fueb 
tisBantamlKallMit  aMuaandaif  to  anda^  ar  omiaM^  aa  Mkuoa, 
Taowaainoa,  and  HiMil 
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I  have  tkt  greater  confideiice  ia  this  opinion,  Ke^ 
canfe  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  Englifli  cannot  feo 
without  fome  uneafinefs,  and  without  a  fecret  kind  of 
jealoufy,  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruflians  —  a  progie(s 
much  more'  dangerqus  for  them  than  our  continental 
power,  now  that  our  navy  is  delboyed,  and  that  we 
have  loft  our  maritime  conquefts. 

The  only  eyent  wjiich  could  poffibly  enable  us  to 
preferve  Egypt,  would  be  an  immediate  war  between 
Ruflia  and  the  Porte.  All  the  Octoaum  forces  which 
are  marching  againft  us  would  inftantly  fly  to  proted: 
the  centre  of  the  empire.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Grand 
Seignior  would  gqmt  us  peace  pn  any  terms  we  might 
lh}Bk.pjX)pfertoaik. 

,  '  But  it  is  probabk,  that  without  a  treaty  of  allhmce 
fcetvi^een.  the  French  Republic  and  Ruflia,  which 
might  be  ufefut  to  us* at  this  moment,  but  which 
would  certainly  be  impolitic,    this  laft    power  will 

'  only  watt  till  the  Porte  fliall  have  made  peace  with  us 
to  deelare  war  againft'her:  for,  by  fighting  againft 
tfi6  Turks,  we  diminifli  his  forces  and  his  means. 
This  is  toiling  for  Ru(Ga,  who,  on  her  fide,  unable 
to  make  war  againft  the  Porte  without  forcing  her 
to  conclude  a'  peace  with  us,  '  attains  her  purpofe, 
which  is  Ihe  deft'rildion  of  that  power,  }uft  as  ef- 
{b6luaUy  by.  making  war  on  the  French,  whom  At 
knows  to  be  her  fole  ftay  and  fupport. , 
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The  Ottomaii  Empire  is  generally  regarded  as  an 
eld  edi6ce^  tottering  to  its  fall.  The  European, 
powers  have  long  been  preparing  to  divide  its  fcattered 
fn^mentSy  and  many  politicians  conceive  that  the 
cataftrophe  is  clofe  at  hand*  In  this  fuppofitiont 
they  think  it  but  right  that  France  ihould  have  her 
(hare  of  the  fpoils ;  and  the  part  allotted  to  her  it 
Egypt. 

If  this  fall  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  (which  is  very 
far  from  being  fo  certain^  when  we  conflder  the  dif- 
cuflions  and  the  variety  of  oppofitions  it  would  pro* 
duce  amongft  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  even  among 
thofe  who  might  have  combined  for  this  very  obje£i  ; 
when  we  confider  ftill  further,  that  it  will  be  eternally 
the  intcreft  of  France,  England,  Pruffia,  and  even 
the  Empire,  to  oppofe  it) ;  if  this  fall,  I  fay,  (hould 
after  all  tate  place,'  France  will  always  be  in  time  to 
have  Egypt.  Befides,  the  French  will  be  invited 
there  by  the  Turk?  themfelves,  whenever  tlic  latter 
find  themfelves  menaced  by  the  Ruffians,  whom  they 
mortally  hate* 

France  is  fo  fine  a  country ;  the  French  arc  fo 
powerful  by 'their  numbers,  their  riches,  and  their 
fituation  with  rcfpeft  to  the  other  continental  powers, 
thai  thej'cunfft  poffiHj gain  any  thing  by  a  total  overthrrm 
jf  ihtjyfiem  9/  Europe ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  this 
•rerthrow  may  give  birth  to  a  new  and  preponde- 
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rating  power,  which  fiiali  deprive  tlMm  %i  aU  iheii 
advantages  in  the  Mediteinuiean« 

Weighing  all  thefe  circumftances.  Citizen  Direc- 
tors^ I  cannot  but  conclude  that  we  are  too  diftant, 
and  that  events  operate  too  rapidly,  to  permit  us  to 
wait  for  your  orders  before  we  take  our  refolution  \ 
at  leaft  we  cannot  do  fo  without  compromiflng  the 
interefts  of  the  Republic,  the  fafety  and  the  honour  of 
the  remains  of  the  army : 

That  we  muft  infallibly  evacuate  Egypt^  eftabliOi* 
.ing,  as  the  price  of  this  facrifice,  a  peace,  together 
with  all  our  ancient  connexions,  with  the  Ottomans 
and  the  States  of  Barbarj  t 

That  all  which  ybu  have  now  to  hope  for»  whatever 
may  be  your  views  on  Egypt,  depends  upon  the  pre* 
fent  intentions  of  General  Kleberg  wbkh  ans  to  retard 
the  evacuation  asMong  as  pofliUe  by  the  delays  which 
he  will  endeavour  to  introduce  into  the  negotiation  \ 
if,  after  all,  we  are  happy  enough  to  be  permitted  to 
negotiate : 

That  finally,  if  the  evacuation  fliould  take  placf 
without  waiting  for  your  orders^  it  will  only  bey 
becaufe  it  was  inevitable;  and  becaufey  in  the  ftate 
of  ignorance  in  which  we  all  arey  cefpe^ing  the  rc|^ 
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litttation  of  France,  and  of  I 
was  imperioufly  called  for  by 
inconflftent  Wiih  our  political  ii 
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No.  XIII. 

Au  Kaire,  U  22  Vindimiairey  an  8. 

DuGUAj  General  ii  Dhifion^   au   Citoyen  Barras, 
Diredfeur. 

Gtoyen  DireSIeur, 

Je  V0U8  ai  cent  plufieurs  lettres  depuis  Tarrivee  dc 
rarmee  en  Egypte.  J 'ignore  (i  elles  vous  font  parvenues. 
£ien  peu  de  dipicha  particuliires  font  allies  a  leur 
dejlinatlon.  Je  vous  difois  dans  les  lettres  que  j'aToii 
grande  envie  de  retoumer  en  France,  mais  oette  earn 
etoit  fubordonnee  au  diiir  d'y  retourner  d'une  maniere 
flatteufe,  et  non  avec  I'air  d'avoir  quittc  rarmee,  par 
impatience,  par  d6gout,  par  legerete,  ou  par  crainte, 
foit  de  la  pefte,  foit  de  no9  nombreux  ennemis  Ruflfes, 
Anglois,  Turcs,  Arabes  et  Mamelouks,  qui  mtenacent 
r£gypte  fur  quatre  ou  cinq  poiuts  differeosi  ^/pnm* 
irii^  El^Aricb^  la  Mir  Rou^e  et  le  D{fert. 

Je  profite  du  retour  de  votre  coufln,  pour  rous 
donner  des  details  fur  notre  pofition,  qui,  peut^re,  no 
vous  a  pas  ete  peinte  telle  qu'elle  eft.  J'ai  command^ 
leg  deux-tiers  de  TEgypte  pendant  les  expeditions  do 
Syrie  et  d'Aboukir»  Je  connds  fes  prcxluits,  fes 
reflburces,  la  force  des  places  que  Too  appelie  d9 
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guerl!e>  ks^  <^hemto5  que  Fcui  feut  ftc9iin  pour  let 
•viteri  Tefpfit  des  habifknsy^rciaftde  rarmee,  de-not 
arfeofiux,  df  nos  magftzioa  et  de  nos  finances,  }• 
vait  fajre  paQe?  rapidemem>rdut.vbs  yenx  l^ppoffo  d« 
tous  ces  objet?,  ret  vous  jtigeicr  s'il  n'eft  pta  ififtlU^ 
qMc  le  Gouvef  dement  yieftoe  i  notre  f6caurs« 

'.     .     1 

Je  ne  vous  dirai  que  peu  de  mots  fur  le  depart  du 
General  Bonaparte :  il  n'a  eie  communique  qn'tceux 
qui  devoient  entire;  ilia  iti  precipit6y  I'armee  eft 
reftee  13  jours  fans  General  en  Chef.  II  n'f  avott 
pas  un  fol  damfrles  caifTes,  aucun  fervice  n'etoit  airur6^ 
TcnDomi  a  peine  parti  d'Abonkir  6toit  encote  devant 
Damiette,  et  1^  Grand- Vifir  et6it  deja  a  Dama»:  telle 
a  6te  notre  pofition  au  Caire  du  i  au  13  Frudidor. 

Je  voiii^iTioiie^  Gtoyen  Diredeur,  que  je  ne  pou* 
Tois  pas  croire  qw  ie  G^n6ral  Bonaparte  nous  edt 
abaodonnes  dans  l'6tat  ai  U  nous  a  UdflTds ;  fans  argent^ 
Cms  poudre,  fans  boukts,  une  partie  das  foldats  (ant 
armes.  Alexandrie  eft  un  grand  camp  retranchiy  i 
qui  Texp^dition  de  Syrie  a  enlev£  une  partie  des 
bouches  a  feu  qui  lui  itoient  n6ceflaires  pour  fad6fenfe« 
Lifbe,  pris  Damiette,  eft  a  peine  dos:  une  portion 
des  murs  d'EUArich  font  tomb^d'eux*memes;  des 
dettes  enormes,  plus  du  tiers  de  Tarm^e  d6truit  par 
la  Pffief  la  diffenttrit^  Pcphtbalmiep  et  les  combats ;  oe 
qui  refte  eft  prefque  nu,  et  rennemi  eft  a  huit  joum^ 
de  nous— 4elle  chofe  que  Ton  puifle  yous  dire  a  PariSy 
ce  tableau  n'eft  que  trop  vrai :  ?ous  nie  connoiflez  ia« 
capable  d'en  (aire  de  faux. 
Part  III.  X 
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Ufie  iprMiibMiniefe  fltflemUe  cd  Sftie,  deslteittei 
doit  ftoustie^dniMMSDiM  psv  ie8  forees^  iMDaceat  not 
clftest  ffim  flotts  fsdrons  dnre  acceffiblet  tti  besHicoup 
#eadiotta.'~Le  Ocii6rar  m  CKef  oe  pent  rtetiir  qae 
^^Qda  ^conbatttte.  L^tmntmi  pent  fertter  fitHs  jft*- 
taques  a  Jbi  fob;  que  ieramit  7000  bottiocs  ^liffi^ 

Notit  tvoDS  coBtre  noos  le  ftmatifMe  MufisliMti^  qui 
lie  pelut  pto  etris  appiivoife,  l^klde  <I^iii  gduveitiMnedt 
Chretien  (eft  un  fuppiice  pour  le  peuple  $  te  fexemplei 
to  pins  f^Tcres  n'emptehenf  pfts  4d$  rDlageois  A  ft 
fevohiBr  an  moiodre  bnih  difkvatitAffht^,  ott  au 
flttxndre  firtxlaii  T^pafida  coatre  noufr^ 

Ccpendant  Ic  pays  eft  fupcrbc,  la  propricte  pcut  em 
etfe-ulUe)  fombicn^ftiB^yotts,  ila  R<p<*4i^w^^-*Dn 
p^t  y^niltiver  ks^rdduAuuts  A  tootdi  let  ptrtieft  <te 
la  'tem.;»r*-Si  ces  av^itagcs  d&idmk  leX^oftvetYMfttent 
aftire^es  eSbrts  pcnir  confetirier  I'Egfpte,  il  ti'z  pM 
«a  ISBfomeiM  a  perdres  il  feut  qu^a  nous^eir^^,  au  ^e 
yite,  ties  fiommcs^  ikJs  fufils,  <ht  ptoinby  de)a'poU(bt^ 
dai%Mlctl5,  &c. 

Si  le  OoaveroetneMneipdOt  pasni^ds  terb  ptifRfr  IM 
fecours;  ^41  de;peut  pJasxralttiMr  laCburC^^mbrfe,  eft 
h  rapptiUer  a  res^vmrnbios  ^o^it^^  %  ^enlfio/  hoiM 
fobMncB  icidbandDfai6s  indOs-ittdtfiiis^  f^^^  4e  cohw 
tkhKff  «  ndMs  tenm  vi)  cohtm  dii&i  de  {u^^ter  «Mm; 
lea  TDttlftdm  bs  pte  crtKtfeSh  le  Go^ve^MMrit  m 
rcverra  de  Tanncc  d'Egypte>  «{«fe  *ik*  WciJgles  et^ist 
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eftropieSy  fi  les  Turcs  ont  Thi 
renvoyer :  tout  ie  refte  aura  peri,  ej 
et  les  vi^ires. 

Je  vous  reitercl^UninitfpAs.  tSit< 
vous  venez  de  lire  la  verite  la 
raifons  p^i^vept  ^YQir  empeche  qi 
dcvoilec  toute  entiere.  Jc  vous 
je  crois  ne  potivoir  vous  donner  d< 
d4  9Uni,§ftcmalJlMlmtti^nt;  etpa 
details  a  Tarm^e  d'Egypte,  au  Go 

P^trWe^  -;  .      ;:^    s   !* ;  .  ^ 

Sahif  tf  Teijpci 
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TRANSLATIOH. 

tlBtRTYt  fQpALlTY. 

Gvfv,  QS^hr  13, 1799. 
DuouA  *^  Gmmrf  ^  Dhifi$n,  H  Gthin  Bark  At, 

.  CSiiTom  DiriOtTf 

X  HA VI  written  fevenl  letters  to  you  fince  the  arrival 
•f  the  army  in  Egypt ;  I  know  not  if  any  of  them 
bave  reached  you ;  very  few  private  letters  have  ar* 
rived  at  the  place  of  their  deftination  t. 

*  TkmghU/l  mt  U^/t,  If  then  b^^  my  doubts  of  the  &Uehood, 
incompetence,  tnd  unfeeling  barbarity  of  Bonaparte,  this  excellent 
letter  muft  efiedually  remove  them.  It  is  written  by  an  oJGcer  high 
in  command,  confident  of  his  knowledge,  and  appealing  withont 
liefitation  to  his  eftabliihed  charaSer  for  the  credit  of  i»Bs  which 
Bonaparte  will  now  find  it  impoffible  to  palliate  or  deny, 

f  This  alludes  to  a  Urcumftance  frequently  hinted  at  in  the  courfe 
of  this  Correfpondence.  A  very  general  perfuaiion  preiatled  m  the 
army,  that  the  letters  of  indiridvals  were  examined  by  Booapane't 
orders;  and,  if  found  bolble  to  his  views,  kept  back  and  dc* 
ftroyeci 
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I  mentioned  to  you,  in  fomi 
'Was  exccedmgly  anxious  to  i 
this  anxiety  was  fabordinatc  t< 
there  in  a  flattering  manner, 
having  quitted  the  army  throu 
or  through  fear,  cither  of  th< 
flierous  enemies,  Ruffians,  £ 
and  Mameloucs,  which  threat 
diflferent  points— -Alexandria,  '. 
^nd  the  Defert. 

I  feize  the. opportunity  of  y 
give  you  a  few  details  jpefpeS 
which,  perhaps,  has  not  yet  b 
true  light.  I  had  the  comr 
Egypt  during  the  expeditions 
I  KNOW  its  produce,  its  refoui 

A  lufpicion  of  tlus  nature  can  nehhet 
indeed  it  £o  happens,  that  it  is  of  no 
the  ^/i(/'that  he  was  capable  of  fuch  a  ( 
as  the  a8ual  coromiffion  of  it. 

For  the  reft,  it  is  needless  to  call  i 
xrmarks  from  the  perufal  of  this  moft  it 
tradi^  the  General's  ftatements  in  ei 
boldnels  dertred  from  iViperior  Imowlei 
bife  and  oowanUjr  deMioii  of  his  « 
manly  indignation;  and  it  fpcaks  of  th< 
^fcxted  army  in  a  manner  that»  if  thei 
fentiment  of  honour  yet  left  in  Franc 
vtthl  indignation  and  horror,  and  drive 
pom  his  inasinary  ^oi^ 
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whtcb  tbey  ^may  b€»;  2^Yoi()e4>  th^  dilpofition  of  the 
inittiiitAnts^  thie  ftatetof  tb«  9isiy,  of  the  arienals 
Mil  ihe  im^zioef »  ^nd  tho  finanoes.  I  am  ^Jbout  to 
prefimt  you*  with  9  ^apki  4c^tch  of  all  tlieie  various 
obj^S$  ;  and  yov  will  tJiei^  l>c  ^jiHl^led  to  jn^g^  if  it 
be  ime  abfolutely  indifpenlalhls  for  Govcrt^ixvpnt  to 
«ome  to  our  imm^^Ux^  ^ftance. 

I  (hall  fay  but  little  to  you  on  the  dep^ltiCie  iff  thf 
General.  It  was  only  communicated  to  thofe  who 
Were  to  accompany  him.  It  was  pn^qipitateal*  The 
army  was  thirteen  days  Trithoiit  a  Cctnsnaiider  m 
Chief.  There  was  not  a  f0us  in  any  of  tha  militarjr 
cheRs  ;  no  part  of  the  fervice  arrang^ ;  the  enemy^ 
fcarce  retired  from  Aboukir  was  ftill  bafo)«  Damictta* 
Such  was  our  (ituation  at  Cairo  from  the  rSth  of  Aiu 
guft  to  the  30th. 

I  confcfs  to  you,  CitiMn  Direftor,  that  I  could 
never  have  believed  General  Booap^rt^  vrould  Iu|V(^ 
abandoned  us  in  the  condition  in  which  we  were; 
without   money,  without  powder,  without  ball,  and 
qnc  part  of  the  foldicr?  without  arn^s.    Alexandria  is 
a  Taft  intrenched  caQip»   which  thie  (^j^H^^ion  inta 
Syria  has  deprived  of  a  confidaraUe  portioa  of  the 
heavy  artillery  neceffary  for  its  defence.     Lefti,  acar 
Damietta,  is  fcarcely  walled  in  ;  part  of  the  wall  ot 
£1  Arifch  is  tunbling  of  it(^lf,     ]Debt$  to  ^xi  enor- 
mous amount ;   more  than  a  thint  of  the  army  ^* 
ftroyed  by  the  plague,  the  dyfentery,  by  ophthalmia,  and 
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by  tttt  war ;  that  ^f«ch.rfcmri«s  fi 
Metny  but  ^ight  days  iJharch  frort 
be  toid  yds  ^  Paris,  thi^  ikfcri 
Yeu  kno#  tne  te  be  iata^kbk  oj 
ft  Mfe  ofie* 

A  numerotils  irtny  \$  zWttnbVmi 
which  we  know  not  the  ftrcfngthj 
which  wt  know  to  be  acocffiblc  i 
Commander  in  Chief  cannot 
thati  7000  fighting  men;  the  ei 
powel-  to  ftiake  three  fcparate 
time^ — What  can  7000  men  (an 
videdj'hope  to  do  ? 

WeTteve  tigarnft  tis  the  Mufiuli 
cannot  be  ftftened'or  dimlntfhed  ; 
tian  government  is  a  vtA  tormem 
fevereft  examples  do  not  preven 
from  rifing  agJilnft  ns  at  the  L 
advantage,  or  at  the  mod  infignil 
againft  us. 

The  country,  however,  is  vei 
of  it  may  be  ufcful  to  the  Repul 
view.  The  productions  of  < 
globe  may  be  raifed  here.  If 
termine  the  Government  to  ex 
Egypt,  there  is  not  a  moment 
powder,  lead,  cannon-balls,  &c 
without  the  fmalleft  delay. 
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If  die  Govemment  cannot  fuccour  us,  if  it  cannot 
appeafe  the  Ottoman  Court,  and  recall  it  to  its  tru« 
iaterefis  ;  if,  in  ttkott,  we  are  abandoned  here  to  our* 
felves,  compelled  to  continue  fightingf  one  agaiofi  ten, 
to  flruggle  with  the  moft  cruel  maladies,  all  that  France 
will  ever  fee  again  of  the  **  Army  of  Egypt,"  will  be  the 
maimed* and  the  blind,  -if  the  Turks  fliould  have  the 
humanity  to  fend  them  back.  The  reft  will  peri(b 
here,  exhaufled  by  their  fatigues  and  their  vidories ! 

I  repeat  my  folemn  aflurances.  Citizen  DiireAor, 
that  what  you  have  juft  read  is  the  moft  exzSi  truth. 
A  thoufand  reafons  may  have  prevented  its  being  hi* 
therto  fairly  laid  before  you*  I  have  done  it,  becauf<; 
I  perfuade  myfelf  that  I  could  not  have  given  you  a 
more  convincing  proof  of  my  fincere  attachoaent ;  and 
becaufe  I  owe  thefe  details  of  the  "  Army  of  Egypt'* 
to  the  Government  and  to  my  country. 

Health  and  refped. 

•  DUGUA. 
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Kb;  XIV. 

Au  Xjuartw 
'     U  30  7 

Eo^Al»4at^i  S^hital  en  -Chef^  a 
Orand  pzmkt  l&s  Grands^  Eclairi 
fUttMn  di  UG$fi^/hfKt  dn  plus  i 


J 


rhonneur  d'ccrire  a  Voti 
UESbidi  ^  a  it6  fait  {WiBdirnkt-  \ 
\iA  )reuvb{e»  poco^lui  fidi^  connoitre 
tiott  de  P£^te»  et  entamer  dcd  nc 
Sublime  Porte  et  la  Republique  Fra: 
inetcre  fin  i  la  guerre  qui  se  trouve  < 
hinif  et  de  l*tm  et  i'atitit  Etat. 

Par  qudle  iatalite  la  Porte  et  k 
tiiii  1^  tetttps/  et  dis  loi?  par  hj 
l*abtgdehient  dc  IcurJ  frontieres ;  1 
%k  hi  Rtissie  et  de  TEinpcreur ;  la  P 
Rtt«i<*  et  de  rEtnpcrtur,  sont-fe 
guerre  ? 

Part  III.  V 
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Comment  Votre  ExcellcQce  ne  tentirolt-eHe.  pas, 
qu^il  n*y  a  pas  on  FraQ9ois  de  tue,  qui  ne  soit  \m  appui 
de  moins  pour  la  Porte  ? 

Comment  Votre  Excellence,  si  eclair6e  dans  la 
eonnoissance  de  la  poKtique^jdes  mt^rets  des  divers 
EtatSy  pourroit-elle  ignorer  que  la  Russte  et  TEmpe- 
reur  d^AlIemagne  se  sont  plusieurs  fbis  entendos  pour 
le  partage^de  la  Turquie>  et  que  ce  n*a  6ti  que  Tiater- 
vention  de  la  France>  qui  Ta  emp£che  7 

Votre  Excellence  n'ignore  pas  que  le  vrai  cnnemi 
de  Pl^lainjsme  es^  la  Russie*  .L'Empi^rera'.  Pjaul  Hit 
/est  fiut  Gnu;id-Maitre  de  Malte>  c'cst-i-diit,  a.^t 
vceu  de  £tire  la  gucH'e  aux  Musulmans.  N*^*ce  j)as 
lui  qui  est  le  chef  de  la  religion  Grecque,  c'est-a-diret 
des  plus  nombreux  enncmis  qu'ait  rUamiame  ? 

La  France,  au  contraire,  a  detruit  ks  CheYaliersjfe 
Make,  Toropules  cbaines  des  Turcs-qui  ctoient  detenus 
en  esclavage,  et  croit«  comnu.Vordonne  Plslamismff 
quV/  nya  qu'un  seul  Dieu. 


Ainsi  done  la  Sublime  Porte  a  dedare  la  guerre  i  set 
v6ritables  amis,  et  s'est  allite  a  ses  v6ritables  ennemisi^ 

Ainsi  done  la  Sublime  Porte^  qui  a  ete  Tamie  de  la 
France  tant  que  cette  Puissance  a  tTk  cHRBTXENKf^ 
lui  a  fiait  la  guerre  d^s  Tinstant  que  la  France  par  ss^ 
religion  s'est  RAPPRocHiE  de  la  ceoyance  Ma« 

SULMANE. 

t  Sic  Orig. 
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L«  K^ussie  et  I'Angleterre  iont  trompe  la  Sublimcr 
Porte.  Ellcsont  intercepte  nos  c6urrifcrs,  parle^qudls  nbiis 
lui  faisions  part  de  I'expedition  d'Egyptc,  et  Tont  repre- 
sentee comme  le  commencement  de  Tenvaliissement  de 
PEmpire  Musulman.  Comme  si  je  h'avois  pas  tou-- 
jours  d6ctar6  que  Tintertuon  de  la  Republiqiie  Frangoise 
ftoit  de  dietruire  les  Mamelouks,  et  "noh"  de  fiiTre  Iji 
guerre  a  la  Sublime  Porte  ;^toit  de  nuire  aux  Aiiglois 
ct  non  afsott  grand  et  fiJel^  alli6  i'Empcrdif  Selim.  ;    '^ 

La  conduite  que  j'ai  tenue  envers  tousles getiide  la 
Pone  qui  ctoifcnt  en  figypte,  envers  Id  batimens  du 
Grand- Seigneur,  envers  Ics  batimens  de  commerce  por- 
tant  pavilion  Ottoman,  n*est-elld  pas  un  suf*  girant  de$ 
intentions  pacifiques  de  la  Rfpublique  Franjoisc  i' 

La  Sublime^Porte  a  d&l'are  la  guerre  dans  le  mols 
de  Janvier^  la  Republique  F*ran9oise  avec  un6  pr&!-^ 
clpitation  ihou'fe ;  sans  attendre  I*arriv6e  de  l^AnAassi-' 
dcur  Descorches,  qui  ctdit 'dcja  parti  de  PdBspduT  '$&' 
rendre  a  Constantinople;  sans  me  demand^r  aucune 
explication,  *nl  fepbndre  4  aucune  deS  avaJnCes'q&V* 
1  ai  laites. 

•*  .  :  ■    .  •   I;^  >:-..:. :s 

J'ai  cependant  espcr6,  quoique  la  declaration  dc  guerre 
me  fut  pkrfailement  connue,  pouvoir  la  fifrc  tcvtnfr, 
ct  j*ai  a  cetefFet  envoys  leCitoyenBeaucHiarti^jCSmul 
dc  la  Republique,  sur  la  caravelle  ;  poil?  t6Utcf  r<^pOHse 
on  Tu  emprisonniS ;  pour  toute  reponse  bo  a  cr6'&  its  * 
armees,  on  les  a  r^unies  a  Gaza,  et  on  kur  a  ordonne 
d'cnvahir  I*Egyp{c. — Je  me  suis  trouvc  alors  oblige  ie 
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Moo  sytx^  ^st  ^rte,.  pjirfaitetpeat  disciplines  ct^-. 
frov^sio9inie  4(c  tfut^  ce  qui  p^t  ^  reqd|-e  vigtorieust 
^  %rrii6^,  fus«ent*€Ues  ^ussi  nombrou$es  quo.  les  s^- 
Ufs  (^  U  men  I)^s  ci(a()elles  e|t  des  places  (orte$  heris*^ 
t^  dc  caQOf^Sj  se  sQQt  ^l^v^es  suf  les  coto^  ,ot  sor  lc«. 
frondcree  du  P^scrt.  Jc  ik  praios  done  ri^i^^  Jc  SQU 
ici  invincible.    Mais  je  dois  a  rhumanif^»  a  la  vraic 

<;c  que  I^  §iil?^ij^,,  Poftiq  »Vtt»indfa.>ip^s  P^H: 
fi>rce  dcs  ^rmi^y  fUe  peu(  rpbt<;oir{>ar  uiyi  ne^ociadqi^t. 
J*abattrai  tbutes  les  armies  lorsqu'elles  pfojetteront 
roHY^hiifs^mont;  de  VE^yptc,  ipais  jc  ifepn^iji  d|ii^ 
mai^^ip  jpQ9ci)iant(E?  a  tQui^  \^  ouvcrtui^s  d<^  pegocia- 
tioi^  qvi  \s^  fi$roieat  feitps.  J^  Rcppbliqug  pr^oisc, 
d^s  rilJiWOt  99^  b  Sublki^e.^oitc  Ijc'frra  plus  <jayse 
CQmwvPc  »vec  op»  fWJcmis,^  la.  S^us^i^  ct  r^jwrciir, 
(iim  topt  ce  qui  «^r»  cq  eile  pQiir  rptabHr  la  bonne  inr 
teiligencfe  et  l^ver  tout  ce  qu|  pQurroit  ^trp  up  s^jet  <}e 
46supioi^  epp-e  1^  deipc  ^t^ts, 

C^»^  4pQp  de^  arpjeme^s  cjispcpdievx  «  inutij^,  , 
^s  puief)f)is  9e  s<^t,  psu^  jm^  Pigyptc,  i)s  sopt  sur  k 
?9q5lljpi^„  ij?  sput  ^  Corfpu,  ils  sont  aujourd'hui,  par 

^^  v^tffanc  jfljprudence,  ^u  x^Xm  4c  V  Ar^bipel, 

Jl^f)^):^  0^  res^rmcz  vos  vaisseay^c^  rcfoimez  vof, 
^^uipa^es  d'artiUeriet  opo^vous  prfits  a  dep)oye|:  bipR^ 
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dans  U  Mer  Noire.    EHe  peat  prendre  tont  iotre 
inbyen  pour  rae  faire  connoltre  $es  intentions. 

'  ^Quant  i  moiy  je  tienirai  pour  le  plus  beau  jour  St 
»a  VIC,  cclui  oii  je  pourrai.  contribuer  i  fairc  tcrminct 
une  guerre  a  lafoU  impolitijut  et  sans  oljet, 

Je  prie  Votre  Excellence  de  crorre  a  Testime  ct  a 
la  consideration  distinguee  que  j*ai  ppur  elle. 

(Sign6)  Bonaparte. 

Pour  copie  coofidmie  a  I'original. 
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Rus8«set  les  Aucrichiens  om  conspire  one  fois  pMrr 
toutes  contre  la  Sublime  Forte,  et  que  les  Fnuifoij  an 
contraire^font  leur  possible  pour  s*opposer  i  leurs  m6>* 
chans  projecs  ?  V.  E.  ^it  qiit  te  Rosses  sent  le»  cnne- 
mis  de  la  religion  Musulmane,  &  que  Paul  Troisidme, 
Empereur  de  Russie,  comme  Grand-Maitre  de  Make, 
€'c9^^Ate  ptemter  Chetalrer^a  ^olbnmMlaneftt  jufiE  Tihi* 
micie  aux  Musulmans.     Les  Ffan^oia  ont  aboli  Tordre 
de  Make,  donne  la  liberte  aux  prisonniers  Mahometans 
qui  s'y  trouvoient  detenus,  et  ILS  citoj£iiT  comme 
£  ux,  en  disant  il  rCy  a  de  Diem  gfie  U  vrai  Dieu.     II  est 
done  bien  etrange  que  la  Sublime  P«ttede<;Iafe  )a  gueme 
aux  Francois,  ses  vcFicables  et  sinceret  amia,  ct  i^tractc 
des  alliances  avec  les  Russes  et  les  AUeman^  ses  enne* 
mis  decides.    Quand  les  Francois  6toient  n^cessairemeat 
<Ie  la  secte  do  Messl^,  ils  ftoient  les  aihisde  la  Sublitafc 
i\>rte,2i  peine  se  sont-ib  ltAP]pk6l:13i^  par.  tA  it^Lt- 
feioHj  die  Itur  declare  la  goerre.    Lfes  Cours  d'Aifgle- 
lerre  et  de  Russie  ont  induit  en  etfeut  la  Sobilme  Porte, 
^uenotis  atiDns'intormee  par  nos  lettres  de  Texpedidon  de 
hos  troupes  en  Arabie.   Ces  Couts  Oilt  troiiTe  le  moyeil 
flMntcrcepttret  caciier  nos  papiers  >  &  comme  s^  je  n*a- 
imi»Tpas  manifcste  a  la  Sublifti^'Port^,  que  la  R6- 
pDUtque'  Fran^oise,  foin  de  iDi  fairfe  pcrdre  dds  do- 
maiiiesi'n^avoit  pas  1a  moindni  intemion  de  lui  falfie  1& 
goetie;'  Sa*  Majest6,  le  trcs-glorielfx  Sultan  S£lite,  a  aii 
aux  Aiigloi^,  8^  a  eu'  de  Taverilb^  poor  les  Fran^dis  sob 
an'cicns  aittisr-  Ekt-ce  que  lei  bons  iraltemfenS  q\ie  j'ai 
pradqu6  env«  les  valsseau^  de  giierrc  et  mafchatidsa^- 
Jiartcnani  a  la  Sublime  Pdrt^,  qiif 'se  trouvofeift'al6« 
^aps  lc$  f  omde  1? Ajabie,  nc  5ont  ps.unc  px]puj«  auff- 
same  de  Textiemc  desir  et  de  I'amour  de  1^  jj^^puWiqw 
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Ffga^oise  pour  la  pabc  et  Tamid^^  I»a  SoUime  Porte» 
sans  atteodfie  rarrivtedu  Ministre  Fran9ois  Doacofches, 
p9iXU  <le  France  pour  se  rendre  i  Constantiaople,  et  sans 
detnander  surquoi  ecoienc  fond^s  mts  aiouTemetts  «t  ma 

:  conduite,  a  declare  la  guerre  aux  Francois  aveo  i'eoi- 
pre<seiaent  le  plus  graiuL  Noaobstaat  que  j'^tois  in* 
forme  de  cette  guerre,  j*ai  fiat  pardr  sur  la  caSjEivelle  le 

,  Consul  de  la  Rcpublique  Beauchamp,  dam  la  a\iret6  de 
la  termineri  et  taodis  que  j'attendois  de$  reponses  de  la 

.  Sublime  Porte  par  son  canalf  U  a-  6t6  aa$  en  pi^<Mi*  et 
doB  troupes  Musulfaaoes  ont  iti  expedites  a  Gaza  avec 
ordm  de  s'eaiparer  de  1' AraJbie.  Aiors  j'jai  jiig6  coave- 
nable  de  fiure  la  guerre  plut&t.de  cectee^ci,  que  daos 
le  lerfkoire  del'EgjrplSi  et  j^ai  ete  oMige,  Dudgre  moi* 

.  de  traverser  le  Desert  Clique  mon  arm^  soit  autsa 
aoobPCBsc  que  le  sable  de  la  roer»  pleine  de  valeur^ 

i  aguerrie  au  dernier  point,  et  victoricuse ;  quoiqu'elle  soit 

.  conqAitemeni  pourvue  de  tout  ce  qu*el}e  pourrolt  aroir 
faescnUf  que  j'aie  des  cMteaux  k  des  Ibrteressed  lea  plus 
aAnSf  et  que  le  centre  et  les  limitcs  du  Desert  aoimit  for- 
ti^  par  des  boucbes  a  feu ;  quoique  je  o^s»e  aucuue 

:  ci'ainte  ni  apprehension^  que  je  n'ate  a  mt  garder  de  rien^ 
et  qu'il  soit  iiftpossible  que  je  sois  vaiocu :  neanmoms 
par  commiseration  du  genre  humain»  et  en  egard  a  qes 
proe6des  buabies,  honoris  par  les  nations,  surtout 
pour  i^ous  rapprocher  du  premier  et  Ju  plus  veritable  do 
Qos  allies,  Sa  Majest6  le  tres-glorieux  SukaA  Selkn  np- 
tre  allie,  je  manifisste  id  mes  dispositions  a  la  paix.  II 
est  sur  que  la  Sublime  Porte  ne  r6ilisera  pas  ses  espe- 
ranees  par  la  force  des  armes,  et  que  c'est  par  une  con* 
ddte  pacifiqoe  qu'elle  pent  faire  son  bonheur-  Autani 
4e  troiyes  qui  viendront  contre  le  Caire,  je  peux  les  ro- 
Part  HI.  Z 
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pousser  toutes,  et  malgr6  cda  je  £iciliterai  teutes  les  pre* 
posidons  qui  me  seront  fakes  tendant  a  la  ptix.  Aiusi* 
t6t  que  la  Sublime  Porte  se  detachera  des  Russes  et  dcs 
Anglois  nos  emiemis,  il  n'y  a  pas  de  doute  que  la  K6^ 
puUique  Fran^oise  rtnouTeilera  et  retablira  autant  qM 
potsible  les  bases  de  la  paix  et  &  I'amiti^  arec  la  Su- 
blime Porte*  II  vaut  roieux  cesser  de  s'efibrcer  a  for- 
mer des  armeet,  et  a  amasser  dps  mqnkions  de  guerre^ 
inutilement.  Votre  ennemi  n^est  pas  dans  1' Arabie.  H 
est  dans  la  Bulgarie,  a  Corfou,  et  par  TOtte  manvaiae 
politique)  au  milieu  de  la  Mer  Blanche.  Augmentez  le 
Bombre  4e  vos  vaisseaux,  mettez-les  eq  bon  ordre,  et 
former  des  canonniers.  Que  la  sacr£e  bannidre  du  Pf#- 
phete  ne  soit  pas  port^  sur  les  Fran9ois ;  mais  pr^parca- 
▼ous  a  vous  en  servlr  cont]^  les  Russes  et  les  AUemancky 
qui  apres  avoir  souri  a  la  rupture  qui  a  eu  lieu  incooai- 
dcr^ent  &  imprudemment  entre  nous,  Idvent  bie^ 
liaut  leurs  t6tes,  &  d'un  c(i  fort  ic  per9ant  vous  font  les 
proposidons  les  plus  onereuses.  Si  vous  voulezl'E- 
gypte,  dites-le ;  la  France  n'a  jamais  pretendu  la  pren- 
dre des  mains  de  la  Sublime  Porte,  ic  la  devorer,  Don- 
nez  des  potiyoirs  a  votre  Ministre  qui  est  a  Paris>  01^ 
envoyez  quelqu^un  en  Egypte  avec  d&  pleins  pouvoifs 
iliimitcs>  et  tout  sera  arrange  sans  amertume  et  a  d^r. 
Mettez-vous  sur  le  chemin  qui  vous  fera  tirer  vengeance 
de  nos  ennemis.  Travaillez  a  consolidef  et  a  raficrmir 
les  fondemens  de  I'Empire  Ottoman.  Employez  tout 
votre  pouvoir  a  eloigner  les  propositions  qui  vous  vien- 
nent  faites  p^^r  vos  ennemis,  ainsi  qu'a  detourner  les  ter- 
ribles  projets  qu'ils  pourroient  par  malheur  fiiire  execu- 
ter  dans  ces  momens.  Ayant  eu  par  le  passe  taut  de  mo- 
ti&  d'abbprr^r  les  Russest  convient-il  ^kur  iaire  aban* 
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dpnoef  la  Mer  Noire,  et  de  ne  ] 
UJQ  seul  mot  pour  cela,  &  je  tr: 
cage.  L'armec  FraD9(Mse9  k 
wx  Ottomans  qu'dle  est  < 
d^re  s'unlr  a  eox  pour  |>u 
V.  £•»  que  j'ai  importune 
venir  le  Francois  Beauchai 
M^  Noire,  et  j^espire  qi 
la  nuMvaise  opinibn  qu^ellc 
i  mon  avantage.  S^il  depend* 
pourrois  £teindre  le  feu  d'un 
silesseante^  ce  jDUr  seroit  r( 
•omme  le  plus  heureux  de  m 
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0/  a  Letter  from  Bonapa 
2i£R,  dated ^.  .  •  .  ,  12 

To  His  Excellency  t 
Absolute  Vicar  of  t 
Great,    of   the  Jud 

OE^IT,   AND   of  the    G 
MONARCHS    OF    THE    E 

OF  THE  Ottomans  *. 

JL  H  E  object  of  the  presen 
Excellency,  and  transmitted 

*  There  aie  two  copies  of  tfa 
opej  faithfuIl7cranilaudlrom  th< 
Z 
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fen£  niade  prisoner  at  Aboukir,  is  to  fimiidi  jxm  ^mb 
mhithful  view  of  the  state  of  diings  in  Arabia;  and> 
by  putting  an  end  to  the  war  whidi  has  taken  pkce  be- 
tween the  Sublime  Porte  and  die  FVetKh  Repidilic^  ^ 
give  peace  to  those  two  powers. 

.  A4as.!  why,  after  having  been  friends  for  so  many 
ytars»  do  they  now  find  themselves  at  ttrar?  Is  il 
because  the  boundaries  c^  the  two  State$  are  so  distant 
from  each  other  that  they  fight?  Is  it  because  die 
Courts  of  Germany  and  Russia  border  on  the  territo<t 
rics  of  the  Sublime  Porte  that  they  have  united  diem* 
•elves  widi  it  ?  ^ 

Your  Excellency  eannot  be  ignorant  that  the  French 
Nation,  widK)ut  exception,  is  extremely  attached  to  the 
Sublime  Porte.    Endowed  as  Your  Excellency  is  with 

Terament»  a«d  traasmitted  from  Constiiitiii^plf ;  the  othfiry 
loosely,  but  elegantly  rendered  frooK  the-  tame  original  by  the 
French ;  and  fotmd  amonn  the  Intercepted  Papers. 

Both  are  here  given  :  but  the  first  only  is  translated,  as  being 
infinitely  more  to  be  relied  on  than  that  to  elaborately  framed  as 
Cairo,  and  expressly  caleulated  for  the  meridian  of  Paris.  The 
general  tenor,  however,  of  both  is  the  same :  an  incidental 
variation  or  two  wiU  be  noticed. 

To  remark  upon  the  particnhr  peints-  of  thit  papc^  wonid  be 
endless.  Whoever  sits  down  to  peruse  it  must  prepare  hincelf 
for  all  that  ignoranoe,  blasphemy,  meanness  and  hyprocrisy— 
all  that  misrepresentation,  defeating  its  own  purpose,  and 
falsehood,  so  gross  as  to  be  felt,  can  suggest  to  a  contraaed 
and  restless  mind,  incapable  of  directing  nay  tchMiie  af  policj, 
yet  prcsumpntotttly  vensuriag  upon  alL 
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^  most  distiQguishcd  talci 
laeal  io^resti  of  .QcMirts,  c 
4^  Rpifsiaos  aod  Austriai 
alt.  ?^K^t  the  SubUoie  Pc 
t]ic  contrary  are  using  eve: 
act  their  wicked  designs? 
that  the  Russians  are  the 
Faidi,  and  that  Pant  die  H 
Grpind  Master  of  Malta,  t 
has  sdemnly  sworn  enmir 
French  have  abolished  the  < 
ty  to  the  Mahometan  Pri 
\iave  the  sam^  belief  a3  thi 
V  God  but  thttrue  G^^t/' 
the  Sublime  Porte  should  ^ 
real  and  sincere  friepds ;  ai 
Russians  and  Germans,  iti 

*  This  Paul  the  Third  is  a 
Creation.  Since  the  French  lai 
fallen  into  Strang^  errors !  Oi 
btely  ezclaimedt  amidst  the  \ 
**  What  I  Francis  the  First  < 
"  Great  Nation  t  Well,  he  sha 

But  how  must  the  Grand  '^ 
says  he  is,  with  the  interest  oi 
posed  to  be  so,  in  some  dc^re 
how  must  he  have  smiled,  wit! 
the  sottish  stupidity,  the  whin 
person  to  whom  the  interests 
trusted  I 

t  A  sentence  tf ken  from  t 
properly  marked  as, a  quotatioi 
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'  When  Ac  French  were  necessarily  rf  Ac  seat  rf 
die  Messiahf  they  were  the  friends  of  the  Snblmie 
Porte;  now,  that  diey  are,  as  it  were,  united  by  die 
same  religion,  that  Power  declares  war  against  them !  !* 
The  Courts  of  England  andKussiahaYC  led  tbeSdilinie 
Porte  into  an  error.  We  had  hiformtd  It  by  letters  of 
our  intended  expedition  into  Arabia ;  but  those  Courts 
found  means  to  intercept  and  conceal  our  papers  f ;  and^ 
as  if  I  had  not  proved  to  die  SuUime  Porte  diat  die 
French  Republic,  izx  from  wishii^  to  deprive  it  of  its 
domains,  had  not  even  the  smallest  intendon  di  making 
war  on  it ;  His  Most  Glorious  Majesty,  Sidtan  Sdim^ 
gave  credit  to  the  English,  and  conceived  an  avenioa 
for  the  French,  his  ancient  friends.  Is  not  the  kind 
treatment  which  the  ships  of  war  and  merchaibtipen  be- 
longing to  the  Sublime  Porte^  in  the  difierent  ports  o£ 
Arabia,  experienced  at  my  hands,  a  sufficient  proof  of 
die  extreme  desire,  and  love  of  the  French  Reptditic,  for 
peace  and  amity  ?  The  Subljme  Porte,  without  waiting 

*  This  precioui  sentiment  is  thus  expressed  in  the  mtercepted 
translation :  *<  So  then,  the  Sublime  Porte,  which  was  the 
^  friend  of  France  while  she  was  a  Christian  Nation,  has  de- 
•*  dared  war  agahist  her,  the  insunt  she  adopted,  as  it  were, 
**  the  Mussulman  Faith!" 

f  This  assertion  is  positively  contradicted  by  Kl^ber :  who 
labours  to  excuse  the  French  Government  to  the  Porte,  for  the 
omission  di  this  informatimtj  by  alleging  the  necessity  of  se* 
oresy  as  to  the  object  of  the  armament. 

Kleber  had  Bonaparte  *s  letter  before  him  when  he  introduced 
this  remarkable  deviation  from  it.  What  must  have  been  that 
general's  opinion— what  must  now  be  the  •pinion  of  the  world> 
of  it»  veracity  t 
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tor  Aat  arrival  of  tl 
had  already  left  Fr: 
^  out  inqoiring  wbat 
dodar^  T^ar  9gaiiv 
countable  prccipttaj 
this  war,  I  dispatcl 
puUic,  in  the  Cara 
it  i  and  while  I  wa 
Mime  Porte,  by  thi 
had  been  thrown  i 
patched  to  Qaz^ 
Arabia* 

Upon  this  I  dioi 

.  there   than  in  the 

obliged,  in  spife  of 

Ahhoagh  myar 
of  the  sea^t  fiiU  < 
hij^est  4egr^>  s^n 
pletdy  provided  wi' 

t  Th^  4ru4gcry  of 
wickednetf  is  incoqce 
dlignation  of  the  Port< 
^as  dispttched  ta  in 
France  in  thit  ad  ol 
has  the  stnpid  intolen 
the  not  WMting  for  De 

f  It  it  but  just  to  0 
tion  in  the  sense  of  lY 
intercepted  copy.    Tl 
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m  need ;  Aough  I  have  castles  aftd  fortresses  <)f  proa* 
gioY)s  tftrength,  and  though  the  centre,  and  Ac^xttc- 
'  mittes  of  the  Dcsart  are  fortified  by  batteries  of  cannon ; 
although  I  have  no  fear  nor  a'pprchcnsion  of  anj  kind, 
Aough  I  have  no  precautions  to  take,  and  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  be  overcome ; — nevertheless,  out 
of  commisseration  for  the  human  race,  respect  for 
those  honourable  ways  of  proceeding  which  are  res- 
pected by  all  nations,  and,'  above  all,  out  of  a  desbe 

disciplined,  and  amp I7  provided  with  eyery.  thtof  t\^  ^  rodder 
it  vi^orious  over  jovlt  armies,  though  tiey  be  as  innuiQemhl^  ai 
the  sands  of  the  sea/*  Whether  this  qni-pro-quo  arises  from 
the  imperfed  wordings  of  the  Arabic,  or  from  ai\  idea  in.l^na* 

•pane,  that  A«  "Original  rhbdomoiifade  was  too  extravagant  for' 

cFranct,  cairtiot^be  toldi  The  Turks  could  have  no  temptation 
to  exaggtr^fl. .  the  absucdity  joi  this  matchlesa  prododjoli. 
Enough  remained,  though  this  boast  had  been  withdrawn,  to 
prpvjal^e  ihei  bitter  smiie  of  the  Ottoman  Court.  But  what 
must  have  been  tlve  sensations  of  the  Grand- Vizier,  when  he 
heard  Bonaparte  vaunt  o^  the  ample  manner  in  whiph  his  ^army  • 
iwas  suppHed,  wl^n  (ai  it  appears  from  Kl^ber^  .he  well  knew 

'  it  tor  be  perishing  with  want  j  or  of  his  being  invindbUy  when 
the  whole  of  his  (the  Vizier's)  long  march,  from  Damascus  to 
Gaa,  liai  been  over. ths  mangled  earcases  of   the   trendy 

» whDBL  the  Gentral  had  left  to  the  hyaenas  of  Sjrria,  in  his 
kotj  and  di*g^accf»l  iigbt  1 

With  this  observation  this  letter  \\  left  to  the  scorn  of  the 
world. 

The  English  reader,  when  he  eompares  it  with-BpHA* 
FARTE*s  parting  rostructions  to  KlIsber,  will  not  fail  to  be 
struck' with  the  sihcc&ity  of  an  overture,'  which  is  not  to  be 
'Mbwedupo/iii/,  eiccept  1500  Frenchmen  shall  have  died  of 
tiM  plague;  and  w.hkh,  7*  fkea  case^  is  to  be  Mowed  npoidj 
by  a  negociaiion  purely  to  «ain  time. 
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to  be  re«tinited  with  the  first 
His  Most  Glorious  Majesty  ! 
manifest  my  disposition  for  ; 
the  Sublime  Porte  can  never 
,  of  arms,  and  that  its  bappine 
a  pacific  conduct.  Whate 
against  Cairo,  1  can  repulse 
facilitate,  as  much  as  possible 
shall  be  made  me  tending  tc 
Sublime  Porte  shall  have  detz 
mies,  the  Russians  and  Eng 
doubt  but  that  the  French  R 
establish,  in  the  completest  n 
and  friendship  with  the  Subiir 

It  will  be  better  for  you  to 
forming  armies,  and  aitiassinj 
stores  to  no  purpose.  Youi 
He  is  in  Bulgaria,  at  Corfo 
policy,  in  die  heart  of  the  I 
the  number  of  your  ships,  put 
form  a  corps  of  able  cannoi 
banner  of  the  Prophet  be  disf 
but  prepare  yourselves  to  m; 
Germans  and  Russians,  who, 
ture,  which  has  so  inconsidera 
place  between  us,  will  suddei 
with  a  loud  and  piercing  cry, 
thensome  propositions. 

If  you  wish  to  have  ^g 
has  never  entertained  an  ides 

Paiit  ni.  1 
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buida  of  the  SuUime  Porte,  and  swallowing  it  up* 
Give  authority  to  your  Minister  who  is  at  Paris »  or 
$«nd  some  one  to  Egypt,  with  full  and  unlimited 
powers,  and  aH  shall  be  arranged  without  animosity, 
««d  to  your  wish. 

Enter  upon  the  way  that  will  enable  you  to  take 
vengeance  of  your  enemies^  Labour  to  consolidaie  and 
•trengthen  the  foundationj^  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
Employ  all  your  influence  to  prevent  the  acceptance 
of  the  propositions  which  wUl  be  made  to  you  by 
your  enemies,  as  well  as  to  turn  agide  the  terrible  and 
destructive  projects  which  they  may  unhappily  have  set 
on  foot  at  this  mom^t.  Haviog  had,  during  the  past| 
60  many  motives  to  abhor  the  Russians,  is  it  wise  to 
bkanAm  the  Black  Sea  td  diem,  ^nd  not  rather  to  exact 
Vengeance  i  Say  but  a  smgle  word  on  this  last  head, 
imd  I  will  exert  myself  for  your  advantage*  The 
Pi^ench  army  is  by  no  means  desiroas  of  convincing 
¥skt  Ottoman  forces  of  its  discipline  and  courage ;  k 
^^uM  rather  unite  with  them  to  punish  dieir  common 
tmemy. 

If  Your  Excellency,  to  whom  I  have  addressed 
my  wishes  in  this  letter,  will  send  for  M.  Beauchamp, 
who  is  on  the  Black  Sea,  and  question  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  am  persuaded  you  will  abandon  the  unfavourable 
C^nion  you  now  have  of  me.  If  it  depended  on  mj 
exertions,  the  day  on  which  I  should  be  able  to  extin* 
guish  the  flames  of  a  war  so  absurd  and  so  unbecoming 
^th  fiarties  would  be  reckaeed  by  me  as  the  most  happy 
<rf  my  life 
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No.  X^ 

t  ThtdHCtioH  ePune  Lettre  du  G 
l6  RtUui'^kAir^  12 14  ( 

jLdh  General  Kl6ber»  daos 
RebiMl-Akhlr,  expose  a  V.  I 
que  bt  lettre  de  Bonaparte,  a 
.joars  auparavant  a  V.  £,  par 
^ahommed  Rechdi»  n'ait  et 
mens  qui  oroisent  dans  la  Me 
,iiahle  de  lui  en  eavoyer  la  co 
de  cette  l^tre  sera  conforme 
que,  poor  ceux  qui  connoissen 
puissances,  1a  p^ux  est  ce  qu'il 
de  plus  avantageux  pour  leun 
Francois  ont  mis  pied  eo  £gyf 
ner  de  Tapprehension  aux  Ac 

*  tt  has  not  been  thought  nece 
The  lEngUsh  reader  may  be  assui 
It  it  a  mere  recapitulation  of  that 
Bsaapartey  ymh  the  excep€ioB  onl 
gle  'variatiaft  nodoed  in  the  notes  t 
11X99  felt  a  just  indignation  at  th< 
napnrte^  and  a  dryness  runs  thv 
how  iittte  his  heart  and  his  handi; 

t  Tta4ia<tion  f aitp  par  ord 
A 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tSo  9RIGIltAL  MTTEItS. 

aessions  et  Icur  commerce  dans  Tlnde,  &  Tet  forcer  a  b 
paix ;  que  rintendon  des  Franfois  etok  de  tirer  ven* 
geancc  des  Mamelouks,  de  delivrer  le  Caire  de  ieors 
oppressioDS,  et  de  le  neodre  a  kr  Sublime  Porte ;  que  le* 
Fraii9oi8,  ayant  d^pouille  les  Mamdooks  de  tontes  kors 
proprietes,  outre  qu'ik  a*oDt  pas  touche  a  celles  des 
persoonesy  appartenantes  a  bi  Sublime  Pc^rte,  ckacunc 
d'elles  etok  restee  comme  auparavant ;  qde  ks  ndgahhus^ 
les  militaires  et  leun  juges,  confirm^s  dans  leurs  ser- 
vices et  emplois,  exer9oient  la  bi  du  Prophete,  et  qse, 
le  gouvemement  et  Tadministratioii  du  pays  a  b£  lais- 
see  aux  chefs  et  ulemars  de  I'Egypte ;  que  la  charge 
d'lnspectcur  des  pdlerios  avoit  ^tc  confine  an  Kyahjn, 
du  Pacha^  et  que  si  le  depart  et  le  retour  des  p^lerins  ne 
se  faisoit  pas  dans  le  temps  fixe,  c'&oiti  cause  de  In- 
exactitude et  de  la  nigiigence  de  cet  Ag^ ;  que  Iss 
Fran90is  s^etoient  rendue  c(»nmune  la  rdigioh  Maho* 
m^tane,  et  I'honorolent  en  toutes  les  manieres;  que 
nonobstant  que  la  Sublime  Porte  leur  ait  d&har6  la 
guerre,  ik  n'aToient  pas  Teiioiic6  a  lenr  attarhemffnt  et. 
^  leur  amitie  envers  die,  et,  forces  jl  combattre  a 
Aboukir  et  dans  rArabie,  bongr£  malgr£,  quoique 
vainqueursy  leur  attachement,  leur  estime  et  leur 
bonne  disposition  envers  la  Sublime  Porte  n'ayant  fait 
qu^accroitre^  ils  desirent  la  fin  de  cette  guerl^ ;  qu*ils 
dtoient  dans  Pincertitude  si  Tafiaire  de  leur  exp6ditioa 
en  Egypte  avpit  eta  op6ree  en  informant  la  Sublime 
Forte  ct  avec  sa  permission:  mais  si  c'etoit  sans  la  pre* 
▼enir,  de  telle  maniire  que  Uta  soit,  cette  exp6ditioA 
imai  dirig6e  contre  les  Anglois,  il  a  fellu  cnvoycr  I'ar- 
m6e  en  Egypte  avec  autant  de  promptitude  que  de  secret ; 
qu*ea  ^dnsidfrmt  ramicie  que  la  Sublime  Porte  avoit 
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tottjaur^  profe^6  envers  les  Fran^oUf  rexpcdition  de  leuis 
troupes  en  Egypte  ne  pouvoit  etreque  pour  son  avantage ; 
que  dans  la  confiance  d'apaiser  la  SuUbne  Porte,  ilsoft-. 
pdrent  que/^firj  excuses y  daoscelteafiaire»i^rp»/  agreees^; 
que  le  Gen.  Bonaparte  n'ayant  pu  faire  part  a  la  Sublinoe 
Porte  de  la  verity  du  (ait|  apres  le  malbeureux  combat 
naval  d'Aboukic,  les  ennemis  communs^  en  prenant 
de  la  sifpenorit6  sur  les  Ottomans  et  les  Fran9ois^  s'en 
sont  rejouis ;  ils  ont  |att  entendre  ce  qu'ils  vouloient,  ils 
se  sont  donnes  de  la  gloire  aopri&de  la  Sublime  Poite^ 
et  ils  ont  donne  des  preuves  deleur  extension*  contre  les 
Fran9ois,  ils  ont  fiiit  taire  la  SubUme  Porte,  et  ils  ont 
ainsi  attis6  avec  fadlite  le  feu  de  la  malice  et  de  I'astuce ; 
que  si  la  Sublime  Pone  en  avoit  preveno  les  Francois 
en  lui  dessillant  les  yeusc,  ils  n'auroient  pas  manqu6  de  lui 
indiquer  le  parti  le  plus  avantageux  a  prendre ;  que  Taf- 
.faire  de  la  paix  etoit  propre  a  augmenter  la  .renomm6e  ^ 
la  gloire  de  Votre  Excelloice,  et  qu'elle  seroit  comme 
.un  des  plus  grands  services  arendre  a  la  Sublime  Porte; 
que  la  nation  Franfoise  est  une  nation  qui  ne  craint  p^s 
le  fer  et  le  feu,  et  la  guerre  qu'elle  a  fiute  depuis  dix  an^ 
nees  consecutives,  en  offre  la  preuve :  cepeiidant,^  de« 
vant  la  faire  coiitre  la  Sublime  Porte,  c'^oit  pour  eux 
•omme  s'ils  la  fusoient  a  leur  propre  gouvemement,  et 
voyant  par  la  diminuer  et  affbiblir  des  forces  quails  de- 
vroient  employer,  unis  i  la  Sublime  Porte,  contre  Ten- 
nemi  commun,  leurs  victoires  actuelles  etoient  pour 
eux  un  sujet  de  peine  et  d'affliaion ;.  que  le  don  de  qette 
paix  est  facile,  vu  qu'entre  les  deux  puissances  il  n'y 
aroit  aucune  affitire  obscure  et  dpuleuse  a  debrouil^ 

•  Sic  Ofig. 
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kr»  €t  la  reitkutiaa  d«  Caict  itaot  ce  qu'im  kdr 
Auiaikbit,  lis  He  I'y  cfjffOWHoat  pas,  aymt  J£ja  xinm 
d'en  expukcr  les  Mamdouks ;  que  dans  la  cxmvictton 
qa^il  fiiut  s'allier  i  tcs  eaneflus  quaad  ib  sonc  piiiisanst 
la  Sobliine  Porte  s'tst  imie  a  tea  atmemis,  mak  il  eit 
^obaklo  ^*a  la  premie  occasion  ils  se  dedareront 
coAtre  elle,  et  it  fiiut  a' en  prfinuiiur^  Uco  gaider; 
qu'il  est,  par  come^piCAt,  trds-ntile  cc  n^cessaiie  de  coo-- 
dim  la  paix  ua  aKMAenl  pfait^  comoie  trte-messteit 
d*6pBiser  iniitileinanc  ser  cresors  et  ses  troupes ;  en  m 
mot,  que  la  guerre  qui  a  eu  lieu  entre  la  Sublime  Pone 
et  leg  FnHa9oi5  n'^tuit  d'ancon  profit,  Taffiure  de  la 
paix  etoir a  pr^rer,  et  le  parti le  plussolide  apre»he ; 
que  Votre  Excellence  Touhnt  bian  knr  envoyer  me 
penoiHie  de  confiance,  en  lovlts  lea  minidies,  fl  ne 
•emaucunementmanqu^aton^gacd;  qu'ainsi  on  s'cn- 
tcsndroitbiefitdt  avec  AciUti^y  ec  qne,  pour  effactoer  Tat- 
fiure  trdsHX»nvenaMe  et  nfocssaire  de  cette  paix,  Bma- 
portd  jtoit  parti  da  TEgypte,  ayam  laiss6  i  sa  pfaice  le 
G6i£tml  Kti%ZVLf  quidSske^gttkittcnt  de  la  voir  teimi- 
*nec« 
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